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THE JRANSATLANTIC,FAN FUND

On the second day of ihe Coroncon I convened an informal Comhittee of all the vailable
leaders of British fandam to dimmuss the offer by Don Foid &md the Cincincatl group to
help a sritish fen attend the Philcon. Yhe-Committee consisted of myself, Ken Slater,
Ving Clarke, Chuck Harris, James white, Fred Robinson, Fred, Brown, ant. Tepiosentatives
of the Liverpool and kanchester groups. It was ‘decided;—- : e

1, Thet there was not enough time to send a suitable representative 1o the Philcon.
2. That & permanent Two-Way fransatlantic Fen Fund be set up to help bota Gritish

and -merican fans to attend each other's Conventions, | ' , | o
3, That the immediate objective be to send a British fan to the American Carvention
of 1554, as suggested by ford and his group. ' - | | .
4, That the fan to g should be nominated by Britigd fandom,

Accordinzly nominations from Britiah fmdom are hereby invited for a Britisn fan to
represent us at the Sen Francisco World Convention and wegbercon in early Sepltanbery
1954. Nominations must be sent to me before the 15th Octcber. They may be accompanied
by o 'speech! of not more than 100 wrds in sapport of the nomination. I will find out
which of the people nominated Wwill be sble to go ‘end thelr names will be¢ punlished in
the next isgue of HYPHEY, together with their proposers' 'campal gn spezciesi ., (If it
does nothing clse, a1l this will at least produce-some ‘egoboo. ) The voting will then
teke place. = | —_— . o .
The following nominations have already been made, | x
- " Ving Clarke {by George Charters) e

Derck Pickles (by A, Clark) -~ oy

Ken Slater (by wad't willis) =

Tony Thorne {by Fréd Robinson) R C o
Ty Jﬂﬂlﬁﬂ vhitd e C}_}_udéHa:[‘rm“ *""'"'ﬂ"""‘ ‘-"I.'*""r-"_' . L-+‘*~-m,,)r“ Ry ,.;
(Cmuck Harris, Bob Shaw and mygelf have declined to ‘He- nominated. )The above proposers- .
arc asked to let me have their 'compaigp speechcs'. The nominees erc asked to let me -
know whether'they are wailsble to ®. They should remember.that the trip will tdke at
least 3 weeks by the slowest (and chespest) means of transportation, &id thal hqy nay
have to meet part of the cost themselves, | e SRR

I wos delegated the job of arrenging the voting procedure tut I'a like'to get at - .
lesst the tacit consent of Britigh fmdom to what I propose. So L'm publishing my s1g-
gestions now in time for you to register my objections you might have, IT none hag -
been received by the 15th October I'll assume the following proposals.are agreed to.

1. The ballot to be secret, but each fan must vote personelly and sign his 0. 110%
papeT, Ko proxy votes or block votes from clubs. L e

2, Erch voter to be allowed a first amd second duoice. It*s possible that the person
chosen may prove unsble to g after all and this will make it eusier to deccide on wio
the second choice of fandom is. - R

3. There should be qualifications for voters, to prafent such en eventualliiy as, s8Y,
the entire population of Trowbridge, Wilts, voting for Noxman Wemsborough, They must be
(5.) active already in fandom to the extent of having a1bseribod or contributed to ab
lesgt one fanzine or joined a fan club or organisation; eand (b) show lhelT interest in
the project by making a certain minimm contrioution to the Fand,. Say 32/6?

4. It's my o.n opinion that American fans should be allowed a voice in chooging am-
ong the candidates nominated by British fandom, because the vhole suaccess or, failure of
the project is likely to depend on whether they want to meet the fan thab's going.'The
imericens have left it up to us to select our representative any way we like but I bink
it would be good sense as well ag goad manmers to let them vote too, on the sane. terms
as British feng. The qnlifying onizilution in thelr cwse might be 50f. Comnents? __
Bacover quotes Pilcdhed from writings and cnversation of Elsberry, willis, Shaw, Clarke
(Ving), Gempbell (Bert), Mahaffey, Harris, Taylor, Enevexr,Ryan, Bloch, Brown, Sulmer,

. ¥ord, white, Boles, gnd others. \ - A
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