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To write thistrip report,I 0 se#nyselfachallengeof writing 2,000wordsaday, with a minimum of
1,00Q | o6thehtakethe 60,000word documentgeditit downandaddmorehumour | 6 gotto do
somethindike that,otherwisel Onkviergetit written.| 0 ailsotakinglots of photoswith my natty
little Nokia6230camergphone which| shallstick in atappropriatgplacesAnd | éwirite about
everythingandanythingthatpopsinto my head Jots of which will be purerubbish.

o0 fromP a ttrip sotes, demonstratinghatit is bettertotraveln opef ul | y é

By way of introduction

Pat McMurray won GUFF in 2004, with the
original intention of travelling to both the New
Zealand and Australian Natcons, to be held
respectively over the Easter and ANZAC Day
weekends in April. This got complicated; as he
explains, Pat was studying for an MBA and the
eventual schedule for his last exams d i d fit
too well with his travelling plans. So he arranged
to defer the trip by a couple of months, and
consequently planned an itinerary that took him
from London via Singapore to Sydney, Adelaide,
back to Sydney, Canberra, Eumundi, Brisbane,
Sydney for a third time, Melbourne for the
Continuum convention, Perth, Rottnest Island,
and inevitably Sydney again on the way home.

The complications with P a t tépsreport went
beyond those usually prayed in aid by those fan
fund delegates who return home elated but
exhausted and, after getting back to normal, find
that their notes are a little less comprehensive
and make rather less sense than they had
confidently anticipated at the time. Pat was
accompanied for part of his trip by his first wife,
Rona (some of their travels were planned
specifically around visiting members of Ro n a
family who live in Australia), but they split up
relatively soon after the trip. Apart from the
personal impacts of this, Pat felt that it made
parts of the trip report virtually impossible to
write; it would be unfair and inaccurate to edit
out Ro n agars in it all, and also difficult to
relate some of the events that occurred on the
trip and the implications for Pat later.
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Time has passed, in that way it does. Pat is
now happily remarried, to Julie, and the distance
from his GUFF trip makes it simpler to explain
the circumstances than it seemed back in 2004.
There are still some things that a r e gofhg to
be written about here; Pat d o e s inténd to
dwell on some of them and has probably
forgotten some others i and if you happen to be
one of the people who remember, y o u dlsb |
understand why they d o n d@dke it in. But
virtually al/|l of Pat 6s
from the time of the trip itself or later that year,
and should be read in that context. (And all
Pat 6s own words appear
whereas mine look like this.)

Something else we should make clear is that
| 6 just P at ansanuensis and editor here.
Although | 6 ended up sharing parts of a couple
of other f r i eQ@U& thips in the past decade
when | happened to be visiting Australia, |
wa s rihére for any of Pat Gadventures Down
Under. And | have never been, nor am ever
likely to be, married to Pat myself.

Indeed, as often happens with fan funds, at the
time | was supporting the other guy 1 although
my partner, Mark Plummer, had agreed to

5 Qominate Pat instead. But | 0 pteased to have

the chance now to help reconstruct at least this
overview of P a t ti@psdrawing on what he wrote
at the time and began to stitch together
afterwards and also his photo archive, which
acts as a really useful prompt about who he
met, what he saw, and which exotic Australian
wildlife he ate while he was there.

0 Claire, April 2009



Places featured in this trip report Another introduction
(can you spot them all?)

ltés a clich® to sdy t
change your life. But it is still true. There seems
to be nothing else in fandom (with the possible
exception of Worldcons) more creative of new
relationships or more destructive of old ones.
Everything you think is settled and fixed in your
life, everyhing you think you know or care
about is up for grabs.

And the <changes donot

over, when you get home.
left it anymo r e . I'tds been qui
to get to a place where | feel | can start writing

thisremr t, but 1 6m just abc

| suppose this is my loaginded way of
saying that my GUFF trip impacted on me and
my life and my future in ways | never expected.

I donot really want t o
some of which were very good é&irsome of
which were very badl only want to warn you,
never take on a fan fund trip lightly it will
impact on you in ways you can hardly believe.

Il 6m gl ad I;1 dmd hemgpy r wp
ways in which my life has changed. But if | had
had perfect foreknowledge ohd difficult and
challenging and sometimes painful road down
which my venture into fanfundery would take
me, | might just have turned aside. | feel like |
have livedThe Enchanted Duplicatomot just
read ité

0 Pat September 2004

Thanks and credits

| Olide to dedicate this report to Julie for her
encouragement, to Australia for being there, to
flat white for making every coffee shop in the
rest of the world a lesser place, to the dangerous
but surprisingly edible Australian wildlife, and
to the letter Gand the number 6.

And 16d |Ii ke to thank C
me discharge a long overdue debt to the
wonderful people | met on my trip.

o Pat, April2009

Most of the photos featured in this report were
taken by Pat himself. But thanks are due to
Kylie Ding, Yvonne Rousseau and Damien
Warman who provided some of the photos
(credited in the relevant places) that help to fill in
the gaps, and to Alison Barton, David Cake,
Roman Orszanski and Damien again who
identified some of the subjects.




Running for GUFF

| won one of the tightest fan fund racesin

history, by two votes.| 6 glad my opponent
Doug Bell lost by so little, but I 6 afviously
also glad to have won. The race closed the
Mondayafter Novacon33in the WestMidlands,
and Doug and | had spentthe weekenddoing

some friendly and  semicompetitive
campaigningl managedo stayup all Saturday
night (and then went to a Worldcon committee
meetingbutt h aandiherstory), and was thus
semtincoherenton Sundayi | 0 afraid those
who know me will claim that | am frequently
thus, or evenfully incoherentOn Sundaynight

after Doug and everyone else involved with

GUFF had gonehome,four peoplestill wanted
to vote,sol acceptedhe moneyandEve Harvey
took the votes home and phonedthem to Paul
Kincaid,theadministrator.

Now h e r tb&drsnic thing: | know for a fact
that at least one of those peoplevoted against
me. Chris O 06 S hsaic afterwardsh e dvated
againstme becausehe wanted me to stay and
work on his Eastercon.

And then| failed an exam. An MBA exam.|
was doing a parttime MBA with the Open
University 7 great institution, and like all
i nst i tluvwasny pesudtimateexam.l had
alwaysplannedto do the Australiantrip with my
MBA booksandthencomebackanddo my final
examthe weekafter| got back,but therewasno
way | couldbothdo my final examandrepeatan
examin theweekaftermy return.Sothetrip had
to be postponedand then rearranged. The
original planhadbeento do boththe Aussieand
New ZealandNatcons,but in the end we built
thetrip aroundContinuumin Melbourneinstead,
andl felt | hadto leaveNZ for afuturetrip.

So, | ended up going to a convention in
Melbourne, instead of the two Natcons as
originally planned.The Continuum crew were
very welcoming and stuck me straight on
programmeithen| got an email from Sue Ann
Barberwith the draft programmewith melisted
ontwo itemsas 6 t BEf g u yadd 6 t Budf
b | o lOa Balancel ordtherbe a guy than a
bloke,soGUFFguy | became.

And then, having not expectedto be there at
all, I spent my Easter guarding a door in
Blackpool. It was an importantdoor, mind, the
door to the d e a | r@eamsird the conference
centre. It was not without its challengesthere

4

were other eventson in the centreat the sane

time, and| hadto work hardto turn peopleaway
politely. It was very boring, though, spending
four daysdoing thati asMark Plummerwould

anddid say,0 B r thdsimeof adoorandt h e y
got you guardingthe p | a nNettmudh thanks
either,apartfrom ChrisO 6 S twhoavasalmost
effusive,butit did haveits goodpoints;| got to

seealmosteveryoneat the con, andit wasmore
fun thansitting behinda condesk.

TheMBA wasa funnything,in context.l started
doing it when | was the Salesand Marketing
Managerfor a small IT company,andthoughtit
would comein handy.It wasinterestinghow it
coincided with my most fractured period of
employmenti | was made redundanttwice,
workedasa freelancefor six months,startedmy
own businessall in the courseof three years.
The Open University is a distance learning
organisationgstablishedn the 1970sin the UK,
andresponsibldor a lot of the global growthin
distanceandadulteducatiorsincethen.

| talked about convention running and
Worldcors for a coupleof assignmentsand you
may evenhaveseenone of thoseassignment$
when!| d i dmadetime to write anything else
(and | 6 mot exaggerating] really d i d madet
time) | gave one of the assignmentdo Paul
Kincaid for an issue of GUFFaw. | think i
interesting,and | 0 sare Mark Plummerdid as
well.

Alternate  history

0

vV e

t 6s

As Pat explained, once he won GUFFheh ad n 6t

been planning on attending the British national
convention at Easter in Blackpool; he was
meant to be in New Zealand at the time. The
official explanation, all that stuff about his MBA,
seemed far less likely than a properly science
fictional explanation: the existence of a
previously unknown identical twin brother (or
was it a clone?) who came along to the
Eastercon instead. And so it was that we met
Colm McMurray, generally agreed to be slimmer
and better-looking than P a t @olm got involved
in his first con, conscientiously guarding a door
for what seemed like the whole weekend, and
also helpfully contributed some news of his
GUFF-tripping brother:



The Wandering Fan

For thoseof you w h o dworedleredwhere my
twin is thisweekendh e r the&lsrtversion.
Patis en route to New Zealandand Australia
on his GUFF trip, but transportis being a
challenge He left threedaysago,and | thought
hewasat ConTextin New Zealandoy now, until
| gotthis emailfrom him.
0 Colm

Hey you, havingsomefun here.Plane got
divertedinto Napoli with enginetroubles
They hired a replacement 320 from
somewherdut the captainmusthavebeen
off his head; we strayed into Libyan
airspaceandgot forceddown into Tripoli.
Goodthing w e Gallies now, thoughthey
arrestedthe crew on general principles.
The airline hired a coupleof busesto take
usto Cairo. It wasniceto seethe pyramids
andthe Nile andwhat haveyou, but they
d i daffldad the luggagein Tripoli T had
noideawheremy baghadgone.

Then, anotherplane: a 737 in what |
think are Nigerian colours. | was a bit
worried we were going to end up in
Nigeria, but | n e e dhawetworried T
apparentlytheythoughtwe were supposed
to go to the Maldives. Sounds good
d o e sitn & ¢ouple of days of seaand
sunshine™No suchluck, they bursta tyre
on landingsowe c a rakeoff again but
of coursethe Maldivians (sp)w o nlét tis
in the country. T h e raehalfsray decent
hotelt h e y@t usep in T but after days
withoutluggagew e Gail &b i tTléegood
newsis thatthe guy runningthe fuel farm
is someond know from Mumbai,sol had
a really interestingtour of the airport i
t h aatwaysbeenanambitionof mine.

And finally, 1 know wheremy luggageis
i i t @rsved at the conventionin NZ.
T h e yb&engsingit to substitutefor me:
it b&enin their openingceremonyanda
panelon6 | nt er fnan d dikedn
emailedthat my luggageis gainingquite a
reputationfor wit andbonhomie andwent
to its first roompartylastnight.

Anyway, t h e ra @léns going back to
Dubaithiseveningt h e ynanagedo get
us placeson, so hopefullyw e &é dn our
way atlast

Later on Colm also reported the receipt of an

emai | pur porting toCdnme fr«
described P at fuggage as dig, blue and
battered T quite similar to Pat really.6 Thi s
running joke may be one case in which you can

be relieved that Pat sdi dr
whole trip report in the Vv

The Luggage Goes East

Hey there.

In the absence of my lord and master, the
GUFF del egat e, t heyor
substitute. Count your
seen the episode éfavel Got NewsFor
You with the lad. Does anybody know
where he is, by the way? There was a
phone call on a bad line from Tajidkistan
| at e yesterday, but \
properly.

So, small convention in Rotorua, with
some extremely friendly New Zealanders
and hardly any sheep. New Zealas as
beauti ful as youodbve he
lot of funi Pat will be really sorry to have
missed this.

So far, | 6ve hatdnka t ou
Buxton in a wedding dress been
introduced in the opening ceremony, but
left out the shower allusi@n been on an
international fandom panel with two
Australians; been sold for personal service
in an auction, but the bidder donated me
backi later, much later; and hung out in
the odd party, where | chatted up a cute
handbag. When they found out | was
happy to work on the con, they put me on
badgec hecki ng duty on t he
where | watch the scen.

The plan is theyodre pt
to Mel bourne tomorrow,
to catch up with Stephen and Bruce, visit
that Malaysian estaurant where Pat
shocked the waitress in 1999 with the
amount of food he ate, go look at the

penguins and generally enjoy the
wonderful metropolis.
Anyway, no oneds miss

So give my regards to yourwn luggage
andl Oskelyou when | gdtack.
Ciao, baby.



Filking

oK, I dorn@tnddad hi sl ks all Judith Proctoros f al
Eastercon guarding a door. Now, it was a busy door: basically a mixture of badge checking and
information desk, on the hoof. Buth er e wer e al so qui et ti Masg. I s

to Watch GirlsByé and when | mentioned this to Steve Rogerson, who was personning the desk
nearest my position, he told Judith who said | should filk it.
The strange thing is, the versiase produced together over a beethia bar, is much, unraunchier
t han what |l would have done on my own. So shebo
of times, when slightly drunk¢©@é
0 Pat(or was it Colm?)

Music to watch girls by
Thestewa d6s song
by Judith Proctor and Colm McMurray

The boys watch the girls while the girls watch the boys who watch the girls go by
On the door | watch the girls while the girls show their badges to the boys who watch the girls go by

Eye to eye, they solemntonvene to make the scene
|l 6m just a Catholic guy, but the girls convene

Which is the name of the game: watch a guy word a dame on any street in town
When | see a girldéds hips sway, it simply makes

Up and downand over and across romance is boss
Heel and toe, | love a high heeled shoe and a pretty leg

Guys talk, girls talk, it happens everywhere: eyes watch girls walk with tender loving care
Guys talk, radios talk, it happens everywhere, while | watch gittstender loving care

|l t6s keeping track of the pack, watching them
|l t6s keeping track of the pack, keeping mundan
What 6s that sound? Eeadavesighi me you hear a | oud c
What 6s t haQ@pss cawmdgp? alithGsng t hat the beerds run d

Theydédre making music to watch girls by
Distracting me from watching girls go by

Eyes watch girls walk with tender loving care
Eyes watch girls walk with tender loving care

| t kéeping track of the pack, watching them watching backntla&es the world go round
|l t6s keeping track of t heckphatenkkes theaadn goroumdg t hem

What 6s that sound? Each time you hear a | oud c
What 6 s ntdi?ratdé Opsu t o tech, we need a cable tiebo
Theydébre making music to watch girls by

But |l &dm hummi ng music to watch girls by

Theyodore making mustbeyor wamahkhi ggr mesbg to watc
| 6d rather watch ailgdd | hice thefuntifwnly hveasld s o me guy

6



Planning the trip

If you ever find yourself planning a trip tdg
Australia, the best first thing you could do
consult with either Janice Gelb, former DUR
delegate, or Claire Brialey, perennial visitor 1
Australia and originator of the phrased Ha v
mentiored 16 v e boelfeuns t r Bdtwean?

them, they seem to know every fan in Australid.

Claire lives in Croydon, which is about fiv¢
miles from where | live. Along with Mark
Plummer, Mike Scott (aka Dr Plokta) an
occasionalothers, wée in the habit of dining
regularly at a really good Indian restaura
halfway between Bromley and Croyddpalanet
Spice.Those of you whave been lucky enough
to eat there will know how good it;ithose who
haverit should look forward to itltés one of
those modern Indian restauranis cooking
Indian food, not Angldndian, and with no flock
wallpaper! In her spare time Claire (along wit
Alison Scott) appears to run the country.

So we got togetheagainat Planet Spice, ang
Claire enthusedabout Australia at us. Now my
only former trip to Australia was for the
Worldcon in 1999, whehspent just over a week
in Melbourne, andapart fromjust a little book
shoppingsaw very little of the city itself. In fact,
| spent my AussiecorThree working on the
programme rescue teaas didJanice Gelb, Tim
lllingworth and Ben Yalowi amazing isa it,
we travel all over the world to hang out wit

people we know. So | saw very little of

Melbourne, and not an awful lot of th
Worldcon. | did have fun thougtand bought a
few books Well, OK, | posted back about 10(
kg of books.

In her enthusiasm, Claire ordered melén
barely exaggerating here, she ordered im® go
to Adelaide. So Adelaide wasn the trip;
Canberra was on the list as well (in the origin
version of the trip the Natcon would have be
there, and Claire said Canberra was a V{
interesting city); Melbourne, of course; Sydne
where the flight was arriving and we wer
meeting Rond brother; and Eumundi, just nort
of Brisbane, where RoGabrother lives. The big
decision was deciding that Rona was coming
well, so the trip had to be built around hg
interests as well. Now, Roéanot a fan, and
shas also quite shydoesiit mind strangers in
small groups,but cart managelarge groups of

people she doe@nknow. This puts conventions
s and the like out of the question. Her birthday
F was midway through the trip, so we needed to
o find something sh@ like to do thenAnd 0 this
e wak not quite the classic GUFF tripe were
Galso arrangig a holiday in and around parts of
it.

So the plan evolved for Rona and | to spend a
couple of days together in Singapore and
d Sydney, to gradually get into the right tirmene.
Then both of us were going to go to Adelaide
ntand thenback to Sydney. In Sydnewed

divergei me going to Canberra for a few days,

her driving up to Eumundi with her brother and
sisterin-law (la cufiada as they say in Spanish,
and Bl come back to that). After Canberrél |

join themat the Eumundi ranch he says i a

tiny placewith only seven acres! A few days
h there, then back to Sydney fBro n éast sight,
then B&d fly South to Melbourne for the con, and
to Perth for a few days and finally back to
Sydney. Ié bizarre, dm staying in Sydney on
four occasions during my tripfor two days
when we arrive, when @ do recovery; for a
couple of days later on witR o n dadisy; on
her last night when wige going to se®ance at
the Sydney OperHouse and on my last night in
Australia, but ifs only on that last trip | thinkdl
get to meet Sydney fandom.

Oh, and Ron& birthday? Well, shis keen on
ballet (hence the Dancm Sydney which is
Gr ae me M3hadpshoff Greyy probably a
bit modern, but an excuse to see the Sydney
Opera House as well). On her actual birthday,
w e lbé in Adelaide, and the Australian Ballet is
also there doind.a Fille Mal Gardée, one of
Ronabés favourites, SO
out better.

As for the Spanish comment above: well, |
asometi mes feel l i ke the
enalways wantd to learn Spanish, so when the
eryOpen University started doing Spanish as a
'ydi st ance | earning cour s«
e halfway through the first year, and it seems to be
ngoing OK so far. | 6ve

me, to write this trip report of ecor s e, but
aslso gotPDFs of my course material, a grammar
2r book, thecps burned to iTunes and a few bits of

vocabulary software on it as well. So if | started
mumbling at you in Spanish during my trip,
there was a reason.
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The last weekend

What does adn fund delegate do on his last fe
days at home? Wel |l , t
last minute planning, and the last minu
arrangements. | work well with deadlines so
treated this trip as a deadline for everything
worked hard to get everything | @d cleared
before | left.

On Fridays, most Fridays anyway,gb to the

pub with my matesThese particulamates are
technically the remnants othe City llliterates
pub groupi down now to the las four or five.

Back in the day there was a famous atu
education course in science fictiofwith

teachers includintuminaries such a3ohn Clute
and Lisa Tuttle)which continued to runfor

years. And then everyone went down the p
afterwards.

Theoretically wewere the remnants of that
although | joinedandom long afterward3.hose
who met regularly at that stage ware, Brian
Ameringen MarcusRowland JohnBirchby and
RogerRobinson

Others occasionally caitl in and we @ the
usual fannish thingsdrink beer, shoot the
breeze, gossip, put the wottla rights, talk about
books, do the postal quiz. If you happen to fin
yourself in Londonon & r i day
meeting at the Windmill in Mill Steet off
MaddoxStreet off Regent St e e t €

Brian Ameringen and Roger Robinson toleratir
Pat and Iis new toy downthepubat | e a
better than banging

My parentswere coming to stay from Galway
for half the time lwasaway, sobefore we went
there was the dovering, the cleaningthe
tidying. But we 0 d pr ob a boveyed

8

ubwell). Rona though hadn 6 t

before the trip anyway, so weddn 0 t
to too much dirtl also wrote a manual fahe

Heeding ofthe twoelderlypcatghew te work the

te shower andvé

| Somehow |
spending someof the weekend gardening

come

b

w housel how to deal with rubbish, the care and

nd t

also seemed to find myself

distributingblue barkchips over everything that
stayed still long enough. The really bizarre thing
was thatthe cats were very fond of the chips,

and seeredto like lying around on them.

And there was packing though | did mosof
my packing the previous week.6 ve go't
experience of long distance travghy longest
trip on business was six weeks, at one poiat

a

round the world trip taking in Dubai, Singapore,
Taiwan and the US. A very long and tough tour.
Two and thee week tours were quite common as

been
home since she was a youngstws we needed

away

to compare notesdVly approach is to take one

decentsized suitcase or bag, with wheels; fill
with 7-10 day$ worth of clothing, afull set of

it

toiletries and the bare minimum of electronics

and power
pick them up as you go and they weigh a lot.
Sabine Furlong is a Germdnorn fan who
taught me an interesting new trick, though,
dwhich apparently earyone in Germany does

its life T maybe one or two more washes will ki

suppliesy.ouddrdodt

n stily h wheanypieee of clbing is reaching the end of

it off T you put it in your suitcase and put the

suitcase aside for your annual holiday. You th
go on holiday, and throwaway the clothing
y o u 0 v e at whe remd, to make room fo

en

r

essential souvenirs (Mexican hats, penguins,

Star Trek communicators) So if you think

Germans always dress a bit strangely on holiday,

now you know why.
wardr obe,

| went through my
t hi afew piares ind d

and managed to fill the whole suitcase with

throwaway clothes.

The fannish thing | spent my weekend doing was

a little unusual.We were planning to rumhe
Worldcon in Glasgown 2005 andat the time |
sWwas they WSES and Exhibits Division éad 1

b VO gepasalet divigiriR Nob ene Kogrgined one,

you note. WSFS is the division that does the
boring but necessary things, like site selection

and the business meeting; Exhibits
division that does the Dealé&Room, Art Show

hagdjag spage.

is the



The rew staffwelsite had been put into place
based around some exciting content managen

technology(no, really):Zope / Plone. Basally,
we could upload anything we needed to into t
content management system. | decided gett
everything relevant from yncomputer and pape
records up there before | vanished was a gc¢

» On the way
ent
Tuesdayl8May, 22:05: QF10London
heSingapore arrive Wednesday 19 Ma¥7:55
ng
All the packing, arranging, persuading people
)o@vas finally over, and we were on our way. The

T Singapore

plan, so | spent a couple of days scanning stuffourney to Singapore could not have been

in, uploading it, arranging iandtelling people
about it.

We also went to sed@roy and have Nand®
chicken. If you live in a country otown with
Nandds chi cken and you
me recommend it.Th ey donot
anything except barbecued chickdyut the
shick is that they use peperi, a kind of a
Portuguesechili, to flavour the chickeri it 6
like goodfast food.

Now Troy, | liked. It had an interesting
commonality withLord of the Ringsegecially
The Return of the Kingnd the baté scenes.
The other thing it had in common was that
wasnot a st rEhe lyadt butrae
retelling of the story in aifferent medium. The
big difference fromThe Iliadwas that there was
no fantastical stufi no gods, o miracles, no
signs or prophecgei or at least whilethese
things were there in the background, to expld
how the Greks and Trojans thought, there nge
no magical ef fects.
complete realism eithethere really were 1,000
ships, for exampl e. I
a purist retelling of the storyt was a good film,
with some decent acting, though it got tg
bloodyfor me on occasion.

And then we were ready to be off. Althougf
because of planning t
1,000 ships.

d

Singapore waterfront

smoother easy journey to Heathrow by taxi,
very quick checkn, hanging out in an airport

loungei we were flying economy, bublv e don
enoudp travel in the past to recogaishe virtues

of airport | ounges. I 6
hravdleinfOg  ttrdtedl dm g/edd dte

Qo hang éuhat a@rforts even without getting in
the lounge an out of the way coffee shop, the
lounge ina transit hotel, flight or airport viewing

S room. Most architects who design airports think
everyone should be interested in looking at
planes, so they always put in somewhere where
you can justwatch them However, for most
travelers, the romance of flig is right up there

it with the romance of bus stat®nso the airport
pvievdrlg louAgkis almost always deserted.

We 6 d a n wecget afolv ofghhee seats
to the two of us,and | think Qantas ha
expanded leg room in economihe last time |
flew Qantas was in 1999, and | remember that as

linvery squashed and miserable. | read a bit, wrote
a bit and slept for about four hours, and Rona
Briiahaget! to €legpr host@fiheé trip. gone f o

| € Nnpjrooyngids el twe dblult fesiteedlh a &
this is starting to read like satvel book but it is
0 my trip after all, and | want to talk about it.

N, | like Singapore. | had a job once where I
hravel@®daan kéretlible amunt, shéndimgontore n €
than half my time travéhg around tke worldi
especially threaveek trips to the Far East and
Middle East. The challenge was always to find
someplace nice to spend the weekend, where
you could relax, have a beer, and recharge the
batteries a little. For me, that was always either
Dubai or Singapore even now years later,
Singapore feels just a tirbit like home. | know
where to have coffee, buy a book, get a beer or a

me a | | t 6s alispmbaldlyaafl@ an
safer and cleaner t han
could stand to livetherei i t & s a bit
culture and a little oppressiviebutit 6 s a ni

place to visit.




But when | was here before, | was either on n
own or with business colleagues, and there w
things we just didnot
touristyT i t 6s t hat i mage
were serious business men, out to gearthe
world of aviation refuding management
systems for ever{My MD was such a pdace
that when he realisd that acronymed out a
ARMS, and we were thus ARMS dealers, |
made everyone drop thé r m Gefudling.) It
was all BS of course.

But it mean thatthis time | was determined w4
should do just the touristy thingsat in a hawker
market, have a Singapore Sling in Raffles,
shopping on Orchard d&d. S o
less what we did.

Singapor e wa s(ovbrése FWa
went on our ifst night to the Newton Circus
Hawker Mar ket . Singa
hygiene, so you can eat anywhere without ris
even at the side of the rgaaigain,i t 6 s p

safer than London. They have food courts and

restaurantsof course, but what | likere the
open air food marketwhereyou order what you
like from any stall, and they bring it to your tabl
i we had chicken sataynackerelomah, hot
black bean squid (which was too hot for me) a
some absolutely gorgeous sweet and s
chicken; and toanuc h beer , an
there in the open air in the middle of the nig
surrounded by light and life.

Pat at breakfast,
after a night surrounded by light and life

In the morning, we did a little shopping
Borders, Sunny Books, Kinokuniga The kstis

a Japanese bookstore chain an amazing
bookstoreand basically huge. One of the nic
things about Singapore is that they get both U
and US editions in the bookstores, so t
selection isgreat | wantel to buy a Spanish
grammar bookand there werenore than20 to

choose fromi in fact there were hundreds o
Teach Yoursel f Span

that 6s

nyKinokuniya also had lots of Japanese boaks
ereourse, and a Japanestgle stationery store,
which is something thes Japartede davedgote r e
ttoafmgart. you know? We
Sunny Books was a second hand bsb&p in

the Far East plaza on Sc&bad.The range was

very good prices were oK, in the 10-15
5 Singapore dollar rang@vhich was £3£5 at the
netime). | bought a couple of Stephen Sador
the plane Stephen Saylor @&s Republican
Rome mysteries, similar to Lindsey Davis, and
>t hey had a couplienbt hgdhnh
the other secontand bookstore in my guide
jobook though.

I slooulee wamm ryou that there may be much
di scussion of book shops
b prapose t® bugn@nyb o ok s but 1 d6m no

pass them up too ofténcertainly the odd book
paccident) & even disadtelr, 15 to e @xpecsan.n
k,my summary of boolshopsin Singapore:
r 9 Kindklinjya has the best book selection,
especially nosfiction, both Emglish and
Japanese.

[

]

1 Borders has the best magazine selection, and
e | thought their fiction selection was
somewhat better.
Ndq  Sunny Books was fun and cheap, dnd v e
pur nothing bad to say about it really.
dq WaHee BookSsthopatelafdithd the junction
Nt of Orchard Radand ScottRoadi nearest
metro stop is Orchardd?d |, and theyo
within a couple of minutes walk of there.
Orchard Road
We went to Raffeswe di dnot have

slings, but we did take a look around, especially
the museum. Raffles museum inn&apore is
highly recommendedt he war years d
seem to exist, but apart
JKinteresting and informative museum, in a low
hekey sort of way. And then we went over the road
and had a great lunch very cheaply. | approve of
cheap,great foodi t her ebds f ar too
f UK. And when | say cheap, | mean #20 was
anrexpensigepealioritvgo h ver bseé

)

”
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Raffles

Finally, do you remember those touring cow
they had? Where a bunch of cows were paintg
decorated by various artists and theantson
tour? We had &unch of tlem in London at one
time. Well, t hdeng 8odnething similar with
lionsin Singaporé not merlions, whictarethe
national symbolbut actualions. There are ame
interesting beasts around

So after two nights in Sgapore, wavere almost
over jetlag and ready for AustralidVve were
evenready for our &M startthe next day

From Pat 6 s LivedJour nal

The Englishness of Australians

We stopped for two days in Singapore on t
way down. Now Singapore for me is not aywe
exotic placei t 6s an Asi
well-planned, welicontrolled, very quiet Asian
city. Compared to Bangkok or Jakartésivery
organised, compared to Tokyo or Mumbds it
very low key. When | was working in the F§
East a lot, Singaporeva s w hdego éor al
holiday and a little taste of homie hygienic
food, movies in English, Borders an
Kinokuniya, secondhand bookshops, Starbuck
and M&ST so | never thought for a second wh
it would be like for Rona, whose only previou

armsad

It just blew her awaythe lights, the colour, the
exotic food, the plants, the houses. It took me
most of the following week to realigke impact
it had had on ndagore.andtod d
me it was just a pleasant placedatch up for a
couple of daysto her it was Asia released and
raw in the flesh, not just in the safe confines of a
Chinatown or Thai restaurant somewhere.

0 2 June 2004
Sydney (for the first time )
Friday21 May, 09:45: QF32SingaporeSydney
T arrive 19:.00

sldi dnot k now rewghirggtto de en

d Sydney we were due taarrive at about7 PM on
Friday andaroundSundaylunch we wereflying
to Adelade. No fannish arrangements had been
made until we gbto Adelaide since wewanted
a couple days to relarn arrival in Australia
itself. So we hadSatuday to ourselves in
Sydney. Rona definitely wantedto do a boat
cruise of thedr bour , but apar
decided to see how we lfeand what wa
available and local when we tghere.

Australia is relly huge. | know people say this

al |l t he tlikemaally hugeilftyouilite 6 s
in London would you sa
away? Wel | siilltonlyialsout a twe t

anda-half hour flight. Whereas wecrossed the
Australian coast at Broomewith almost four
hours of flying still to go. Trackless deserts,
thick clouds, mountains.

Finally, though, there we were inSydney
Another airport in another countiiy they all
start to look alike after a while. This one at least
was fairly quick, although they were very
Neéthorough, especially with their quarantine stuff.
' You candét take any

lafid their cuistofns thirld) Untludds tspgaices where

you can declare muddy clothes or shoes.
We 6 d btbeoQuaditg Hotel in Kings Cross

in advane to have a place to stay for a couple of
I' nights It was just going to be a place to slgip
Othe UK Quality Hotels are on the budget side,

andwe di dndét have high
0 They stil managed to be
S expected. You know that way hotelst gehen
att h e y ohiné onbteeir maintenance cycle:
Severythingods | Wesweretald | i

trip outsice Europe was a week in LA.

to start with thathey ddn 6 t havesoa
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saidi not really wanting to fuss, just off a plan

would we mind a twin just for tonight? OK, w{
The twin room they put us in was one of th

phone and told reception this would not do at all,

under any circumstances
First there was notherroom in the hotel, the
there was a slightlpetter triple, then there was

Pat

w @0e drank to take more photos in

Sydney, although strangely all the ones of
Darling Harbour and the bar are rather blurry.

scruffiest 106d ever sleen
and the not very clean sheets, picked up the

Gf we move you tonight

double tomorrow . I di din-sonpw mo r

thanin-anger thing,andy t he wwaiy ,
London shall | call the travel agenteere? .0Ne

worked our vay up the hotel management chain
and6 Hve | menti onedncd |0
y

or gani si ngndWweaesdedup s ?ed
nice recently refurbished double tldevhad all
along, which theyhadobviously been saving for

m

They have those decorated cows in Sydney, too

someone who hadnot paiT%e,iAd%Iaidaed\éc%erhtﬁee'

So here is a lesson to you:ad hotel can
always find you a better roanit has just to be
clearthat you really are willing to get in a taxi
go somewhere elsand then follow up on your
complaint in the morning. And mentioning yo
organise conferensenelps no end as welt.was
blindingly obvious all along thathey were
bullshitting me.

| =

We needed a drink. So we set out for a walk.

Never been i n Sydney

going, wandered more or less at random. Ended

up in Darling Harbour, in a nsy, trendy bar,
drinking Australian beef maybe your idea of
hell, but we loved it. Darling Harbour is a real

Our Adelaide schedule lookguletty good

1 Sunday 23 May 3.10pPm, met atairportby
DamienWarmani after which thereavill be

anni sh gatskheri ng at

1

1

nightspot sort of place, bars and clubs ahd

restaurants overlooking the water. Generally

T

prefer quieter bars where you can converse, put

someimes noisy ones are great forsleessing.
And Australians make really great béemo,

1

honestly. Fosters and XXXX and most of the |

export beers are undrinkable, but in Australia

itself you can get Hahn, andodheys and other
very drinkable beers. So Ronad | sat, chatted,
drank too much beer, watched the wogll by

and texted everyone we knew, just to |
superior. Fdlout of there falling down drunk,
had a McOz burger and McNuggets in, yes,
McDonaldsi told you we were drunk. | used tq
work in a McDonalds, many years ago when
first arrived in Londontheyactuallywe r e n @
wor st pl ac e stil oo ideeowhét .a
McOz burgeriswhen | wor k th
know.
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Monday 24 Mayi 2.00pm,t o u r

is Boudge @ ®ulwich

od Hai

chocolate factory (arranged Bpman
@anskdea wher e
Tuesday 25 May R o nsaitthdayi 7.30

PM, McMurray visit to theFestival Theatre
for La Fille Mal Gardé

Wednesday 26 Maly dusk walk at

weobdr e

Warrawong, with dinner there afterwards
Thursday 27 May tentative plari fannish
gathering at Jerusalem Inn
Friday 28 Mayi tour of wineries, probably
in theBarossa Valley
Saturday 29 May 9.10Am T off to Sydney

again.

Autumn in Adelaide

g



Adelaide 1 told mostly in photos
Surday23 May, 13:30:DJ412SydneyAdelaide

T arrive 15:10

Pat and Rona were staying in Adelaide with the
enduringly wonderful Yvonne Rousseau, who a
few months later sent us a small packet of what

she descr i be dindacsg phaios sft
Warrawong and wineries
And they were; weoOd al

with many of those people i and on at least two
occasions with other incoming GUFF delegates.

This is not in any way to accuse South
Australia of containing too little of interest for
overseas visitors, or South Australian fans of

lacking imagination. Far from it; as Pat
describes, Il 6m a great ent
and this is at | esdhe first

place in Australia | ever visited and it set the
scene for everything | like about the country. |
was overwhelmed by the hospitality of the local
fans, as well as the many attractive features of
the city itself and its surroundings. But Adelaide
has in fact become the first stop on the fannish
itinerary for GUFF trips in the past decade, and
those same local fans take their responsibilities
seriously; they know what visiting fannish
Europeans want, and wine and wildlife both
come high on the list.

Damien Warman,
looking uncharacteristically grim, at the airport

(Patb6s notes
was arriving at the same time and Adelaide
airport was very busy i whi ch |
ever seen but whi ch
expression. It canot h
the passengers or luggage, since he also notes
that Damien had a larger car than on our own
first trip there in 1999, and that in any case he
and Rona were travelling rather light compared
to me and Mar ké)

comment t

donp
m

P
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Pat 6s

Hostess Yvonne offers breakfast

trip not es record

impressions of Adelaide and its local fans and, it
seems, particularly the food:

= =4

"a'ﬁrsté@ﬁiﬁeg fn& rbotrﬁj’aﬁié?aa‘nod Elaire had

aimdst ordered me Yo include Adelaide on
the trip: Claie is clever at telling you what
you should do without telling you what you
should do.

Roman explained that the parkland is a
cannon shot wide. He was checking out high
schools for his son, so we went around the
block in circles.

Dinner at Damian and Jutiet & Gvsa s n O t
meant to be a veggie meal, but lamb took too
long to cook. Like every meal in Australia it
was lovely and really impressive: olive
bread, pumpkin, tomato relish (which had
been intended as lamb sauce).

Juliette commented that attending dinne
parties as a lyearold after her arrival in
Australia weaned her off her old meatd
potatoes diet.

DiscoveredVicOz burger has beetroot in it.

Lemon cake made by JulietieDa mi an 6 s

mother owns lemon trees which produce
huge lemons ten months of theay. The
lemon sponge she made with them was
stunning: more lemon than sponge.

Pert h



Juliette Woods knows where the camera is

1 Monday i shown around Adelaide by
Roman (who looks separated at birth from
British fan Sparks). Saw his straw bale house
and roof garden, and communal memorial
garden. Thesundial is guaranteed to lose
three minutes in 500 yearsdifficult to see
how we can collect on it.

1 Three book shops and nice lunch with Sarz
the librarian from NCVER (National Centré
for Vocational EducatiorResearch). This is
somet hing new that
abouti Australia has always had a widg
range of emergencies to deal with so &
mor e advanced, al r g
equivalent qualification.

1 Learned about culling cats to protect
indigenousanimals. Also koala populatior]
crashing on Kangaroo Island, due to running
out of eucalyptus to edt planning on cull.
Koalas were introduced to the island hy
Europeans, who found no koalas there when
we arrived; and now we know why.

Roman Orszanski, in a pose Pat captioned

6Very Australiané. Al
Australians are encouraged to suggest their own
interpretation of quitle
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More Adelaide fans

Jeff Harris

i

Brian Edwards

w much

Aedam Jaerﬂ(ins oNVQo

w h aMichag! &ndgloon, AleX HENYsz,¢ 4 ¢ ¢

Yvonne and Rona



First impressions of Adelaide? Low ris

buildings, not many over two storeys high,

obviously designed originally as a sort of fanta
England which never really existed, think of

mixture of Guildbrd and Tunbridge Wells. Have

already been told they never had convicts he
they had to grow their own. In some funny wa
seems a little like fandom to miemany of the
fans | know live in the wrong place and with th
wrong skills to make a decent lignbefore the
advent of computing. All those mathematiciar
at the party last night: working in environment
sciences, special effects, at the University.

o fromPat 6s t

Wine

Juliette, Damien and Roman prepare
for the serious business of the day

Photographic evidence indicates that the GUFF
winery expeditionary party visited the splendid
Adelaide Central Market (possibly for some
sustaining breakfast before the rigours of the
day, unless it was later on, for a little snack to
keep them going between lunch and dinner),
dallied for a while in Lyndoch (including photos
of the bakery, which may indicate they wanted
to be quite sur e lined theird
stomachs) and also stopped for too much
choice about quite a lot of lunch in Tanunda:

b Apparently they also managed to visit some
wineries including Bethany, Charles Melton,

sy Turkey Flat andé
a

Al

The photo record additionally suggests that
there were some fun and games wrestling the
car seats into an appropriate configuration for
the whole party and that some of those who

werenot driving had a

parts of the trip. Notwithstanding that, at least
some of them also had time for a little light
supper at T-chow:

d appropr IV?/iItdlﬁ‘eI y

But it wasnot al
was about wildlife conservation. And drink and
food. Patd sphotos from Warrawong Wildlife
Sanctuary seem to dwell on the menu, but
Yvonne took a few more. As she reported to us:

This visit to Warrawong was utterly
anomalous: we had not one but several
sightings of Platypus. (Our guide was ever
so surprised.)

15

| Somé aj iti t

t

di



Pat 6s account ccludedt im thes
LiveJournal post on pages 18-19. There are
very few people who have a practical need to
know the correct plura
even taking the opportunity to use it. | would say
that | am not bitter that Pat saw a platypus and
another platypus (grammar), but that would be a
dreadful lie. You can find out more about
Warrawong at  http://www.warrawong.com/
where you will note that it starts right off rubbing
salt in the wound by claiming boldly,
OWarrawong is stildl t h
elusive platypus! d Esp:¢
GUFF-winning Pat McMurray.

Kangaroos at Warrawong
(photo by Yvonne Rousseau)

Dinner at Warrawong:
Pat, Rona, Juliette, Brian Forte and Roman
(photo by Yvonne Rousseau)

Not taken at Warrawong

16



Pat did manage to take a photo of some non-
native local wildlife in a winery, which wouldno t
have gone down at all well at Warrawong:

Meanwhile, this is one of the other animal
photos that has to be taken in Adelaide:

Pigsé iné Rundl e

(Modelled by Roman)

More metal pigs on the loose
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Having already met the three little pigs, no visit

to Adel aide is complete wi
house of straw. (This does
presume, since close observation indicates that
Roman knows everyone and
to learn that every visitor to Adelaide turns out to
be someone hebs met bef or e
fr
Y v 0 n rheudesis noté
ébut does haewe an ann



Also, as Pat already warned you, it was
inevitable that he would visit more book shops.
This time he had the excuse that he was just
supporting local fannish businesses:

Another view of the shop,
with Roman browsing
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From Patdés LivedJour nal
Aussie animals

&o, what do you call those birds thabk like
pigeons with tufts or crest8Pasked.

0Cl aire asked t he nsame
replied in a slow and careful mannéand as |
told her, we call those crested pigedns.

And later at J a csoyegk:And those birds
that look like magpies®?

@ho6slowly and carefully agaimjt hose wou
be the magpies. 0

Damien | ikes to
his jokes.

mm@igse s ur

We have seen many Australian animals, without
actually visiting a zoo. At home, in olwondon
suburb, we have cats, dogs, the occasional fox
that attacks the bins, rats and the odd mouse,
pigeons, and the odd thrush or two.

Here wede staying in a North Sydney
townhouse, where possums come to feed on the
terrace at night, and then race up and down the
trees all night screeching. We went ootWest
Head to see the views yesterday, and there was a
rock wallaby, just sitting there at the side of the
path, inspecting the humans.

In Adelaide, we went to the Warrawong wildlife
experience, a nature reserve ime tAdelaide
hills, with local fans. There we saw too many
small Australian creatures to remember them all
i some of them distinctly rdike. There were
the rufous bettongwtho were definitely critters
with attitude i | could al nBEEt he
YOU, JIMMYG i woilies, bandicoots, black
swans,potoroos (pobroos potter, and bettongs
bounce), and more small Australian creatures.

There were also three types of kangaroos. As
the guide e pl ai ned t o ust, kan
natvetohe Adel ai de htkeebs, S
them in the reserve. But eyenow and then,
they were given abandoned kangaroos, which
they kept as pets. As she sai@aStrated and
with two meals a day, what more could they
want®d To which my thought wasiCastrate me

and feed me twice adayahdvo ul dn ot be
happy...©0

The hghlight of this dusk walk was the playtpi.
We were taken to a big lake and told that they
hardly ever saw platypuses, but maybe if we
were very quiet and lucky, we might just spot



one. So we all stood around, not making a soy
apart from the guide, thesuddenly there were
bubbles, and a small 28w platypus floated to

ndrom Patods Livedournal

Sunday in Sydney

the surface. Five seconds later and it was ggne,

and the guide was in paroxysms of delight. At
then it came up again, and again. We saw t
first one five times.

So we walked round theKka some more, and
watched the ducks splash elegantly into the d
lake, in the silence interrupted only by the guid
And suddenly, more bubbles, and anoth
platypus surfaced. The guide was shocked it
silence...

And everywhere we go in Australia, we ete
people who have never seen a platypus in th
entire lives, and we saw two platypods in ol
wonderful dusk walk in Warrawong.

Then we went to the resefgerestaurant, and
at e of shawousty incuting &adgaroo.

In Sydney, we wandered throughe botanical
gardens, and admired the fruit bats. There

ndWhat a beautiful sunny day yesterday was. Rona
haand | had a day all to ourselves in Sydrigging
pretty exhausted from Adelaidee slept in until
10 when Sue, my sisten-law, deciced we
arkeally should get up and have dareakfasts. We
e.w e r tesapposed to be staying here, butbwee
erended up in North Sydney with Eric and Wendy.
nweErn ¢ i s a very soMhaehhefwasi e n
a teenager ,s oldest bthed weRRo n a
best mates,ral Wendy is his partnér English
eiby way of South Africa Not fannish at all,
net h o u gshnvolvexd 6n techie oil stuff and she
used to do ballet when she was younger, so Rona
and | have quite a lot in common with them.
Scrambled eggs, €fee, toast, cereal
croissantsa really pleasant Sunday brunch, and
then they dropped us down to the foot of Sydney
arédarbour Bridge. Now, the reason why you

hundreds of them in a colony in the park. Mostly always see Sydney Harbour Bridge intpres of

they were asleep, but every now and then g
would get bored and fly to another perttthen
he arrived, h& shake the tree on landing, arn
everyame would shuffle up one, amidst indigna
squawking and squabbling. You could almo
see theéDisneyfied speech bubblésvede trying

to sleep over here, get your own bloody bran¢

you should lose a little weight...
0 30 May 2004

Back in Sydney again
Saturday D May, 09:10: DJ403 Adelaide
Sydney arrive 11:30

This interlude in Sydney was another tourist and
family-focused one rather than a fannish part of
the trip, during which Pat and Rona did their
best to complete their 1-Spy Book of Sydney
Tourist Venues.

n&ydney i ss pbettycdaninshard not t@

have it in there. Evgwhere you go in Sydney
d you seethe bridgei night and day, near at hand
nt or in the distance, itaminates the city in a way

stt hat 6s hard tweeseemtbgi ne

J AN
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And if you want you can climb the bridge.
They charge A&130 for a three hour bridg
climb i you have to change into dungarees, you
card take so much as a tissue or a camera with
you, they rope you together and you climb to the
very top of the bridge, where the Australian and
Aboriginal flag flap in the breeze. | really want
to do thatsome day, but that would not be
Ronas cup of tea. So instead we walked across
the bridge. The bridge is singlevel, carrying a

The Anzac Memorial
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walkway, a train track and many lanes of traffic.
Half way across we hear
and there was Wendy being dnivey, grinning
and waving like a lunatic.

The nearest analogy to this area | can think of
is Covent Garden in Londoin a mixture of
tourist destination, cultet art, and money
raising displays so think Covent Garden, but
put it on the Thames, and turn the temperature
The view from the bridge is fantastiéoulook | up 5 t o 10 d e ggwha Boodingve | |
down and wath boats going under the bridge| and global warming will give usia couple of
on a sunny day like yesterday there were [sadl e c ad e s ,snohalydde it O
many yachts it looked like a regaftayou see
Sydney itself, and the pg&ra House The
Har bour i s nsdhamdsiighaed L ¢
except on special occasiondut the living heart
of the city.

Circular Harlmur in Sydney is amazind hat's
where the cruise ships and the ferries that go all
over the harbour leave frognthey have a ferry
system like Ladon has an hiderground, seven
different lines running at :80 minute intervals
The Rocks is the heart of the original ditynore | to 30 different destinationst Circular Harbour,
or less carved out of the rocks, right underneattespecially on a sunny Sunday like yesterday,
the bridge pylons. @& very close to Circular| there are the ferries, the ticket offices, the shops
Harbour and Sydney Opera House, maybe a miléor both tourists and residents (the ferries are
or a couple of klicks around the bay from eachused bytoui st s and c¢comswmlsd er s)
other. Today the Rocks, along with the wholesome history exhibition stuff, artistpainting
area, seems largely a tourist destination. Ther&ydney Harbour and portraits, music, Irish dance
was a market with the wusual mixture of (they were raising money to go to the world
interesing stuff, tourist tat and the like; and the championships in Belfast), performance art of all
day we were there they were doing Art on thesortsi a place where you could both enjoy and
Rocks,and there werartists everywhere. participate or relax and chill out.
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We thenstrolled upto the botanical garderis
neither of us are #t interested in plants, bu
w ed0 been told there was a good tropic
greenhouse, and it wasn route to the Art
Gallery of NSW.

This is the tropical pyramid in the
Botanical Gardens, not the art galleryé

This was where we saw the fruit bats/flyin
foxes bve talked about in another posting. TH
strangest thing about those fascinating bes
was that most of the people going by ignor
them, but in a very ostentatious manner! Let 1
give you acomparison in London, even in a
railway station where pigeons are a pest, or in
underground station where the mice are ju

vermin, you will see people watching the

even f eedli
ré¢ mdy 6t our i st sre notb

pigeons orm c e ,
know

dressed like tourist§ theyde wearing working
clothes. But the one place where Londoneg
studiously ignore pigeons is in Trafalgar Squar
é&cause we know only tourists pay attention
pigeons there. That was how the people going
were behavingd W live here, wée not tourists,
bl oody

oh,its t he bat s

HE FLYING FOXES

find a flying fox on the
somed horticultural or
10419 270 279 (24 hours).

tes (Preropus l14s)
W Botanic Gardens. At

s and fruits of many
\ pollinating flowers and

sund the Palm Grove, the
s are damaging the
amp here they will cause
v are part of our living

\ic Gardens has been given
d Wildlife Service to use
bats from roosting here.

t tell the history of Sydney &m the Aboriginal
al perspective.
Lunch in Art Gallery of NSW...
Ferry to McMahons Pointunder the bridge
perfect starry night, end of a beautiful day...
d 30 May 2004

McMahons Point

While in Sydney Patalsodi dnodt s hi
obligation of the European abroad, which was to
continue to be fascinated by Australian animals.
In addition to the fruit bats, this is what he

%captioned 6t he

Sts

quite catch

And when you realise that he dubbed its friend
6t he special
was writing more of his own trip report nearly as
much as | do:

Solely tourist information
2

1

r

In the centre of the park is a display where they

Kk

suspicious

t hat ?

I.

, hbeteyduswisip ltes s u m



From Patds Livedour nall

Shopping in Australia

Rona says that David Jones is John Lewis
Myers is Allders and Harris Scarfe is ar
expensive and naffer Littlewoods. Naff in this
context, for anyforeignersamongst us, is not g
goodword.

S h £dbne a little shopping, but seems to have
bought very little a hooded sweater of somg
sort, a couple of tops. Ve boughtT-shirts in
Manly for Irish nephews and niece, and a coup
of small souvenirs.dre also bought some cheap
tat | hopeto sell for an enormousrqfit at a fan
f und a usauite challengirig todind cheap
stuff that might appeal to farsis it disgusting,

immoral and unusual enough to tempt jaded

fannish palettes?

We also bought three bottles of wine on opr

winery trip to the Barossa valley near Adelaide:
aros® f or R o wealreadly drank, & e
for her brotherand an interesting fortified wing
for me to drink later, probably in Eumundi.

The McMurray luggage mountain, in Adelaide

There has also been solmmokshopping. On my
arrival in Adelaide, the first thing Damian
presented me with was a guide to kbeal book

shops, so | felt obliged to do a little shopping
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first parcel to be posted back, when thesneao
pick us up for the winery tour...

Ade | as boek8hops weren fact a little
disappointing maybe some fans had been
through them before | arrived?dtdifficult as
well for a book to pass the sevietayers of
filtering b e f ollrbey it @ posit home is it
new, is it interesting, could | easily buy it at
home, is it cheap enough to make sense shipping
it home, is it a first edition, will | read it? | d@n
think of myselfas a r eal b o otk
buy books just to collect theand| always read
the books | buy.

Adelaide had about a dozen sectrwohd
bookshops, of which the two most interesting
Swere Known Space Books run by Jacq Felis, a
fan, and the Oxfam bookstore. There were
others, but none of them really grabbed me.

KSB is an inteesting mixture of new and
seconéhand magazines, comics, US, UK and
Australlan up a flight of stairs down an
Adelaide side street with interesting opening
hours. Somemembersof local fandom gather

Shere late on Fridagights to hang out, chat, and

very occasionally buy bookd bought a few It
was the only place in Adelaide that appeared to
make the effort to stock Australian small press
SF.

Oxfam was really interestinggpen Tuesdays
when I first wtegtat lonig n
because we had somethietse to do, Fridays
when we went to the winery, and Saturday when
we got up early to fly to Sydney. Slightly
frustrating, huge numbers of interesting shelves
completely unexamined | shall have to return
to Adelaide at some point in the future, to check
out the Oxfam bookshop, and the chocolate
factory we never got to visit and hang out with
Adelaideans.

| $ Worth mentioningpn LJthat | have found
an interesting chain bookstore. Gslt called
Kinokuniya, a J aspohviossly e
started expandg into local parts. They had
stores in both Singapore and Sydney. Big shops,
lots of books, lots of stocking. In Singapore,
where | had the chance to compare them and a
Borders, Borders was better for papers and
magazines, they were largely equal in 6ati
but Kinokuniya kiked ass on nafiction,
stationey and manga/comics. The Singapore
Border s was prett yve seemmi |

| elsewhere.
was pleased to be able to present him with the
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Canberra
Conflux

i making up for missing

Monday 31 May: Train from Sydney to
Canberrai arrive 11:30 (meanwhile Rona goes
to Eumundi with her brother)

Sydneyodés definitely t
this morning so | left the hotett about 8 to walk
down to the nearby Central Station and book 1
train ticket to Canb
wanted to do at least one journey by rail, and
four hours long, this was my shortest journg
and the one that seer
AM on Sunday, and of course | expected t
main railway station to be quite busy even at tf
hour. But what surpsed me was how busy th
streets and traffic werei t wasnot

it wasnot deserted.

So, |l 6m travelling f
four hour journey.
for the hell of it. I
and that ha cost me the grand sum of A$401.8
(A18.50). Thatoés an
cheapest equivalent fare at home, say a first cl
in advance single from London to Birminghan
is three or four times as much.

| 6m | ooki ng f or;waalltell
you of my adventures later.

0 fromPabs tri

When Paul Kincaid went on his GUFF trip in
1999 he was rather surprised that Australian
fans kept trying to show him trains and
assuming that he had a strong interest in trains.
Somewhere along the line, as it were, this piece
of misinformation about Paul had lodged in
someoned6s mind and theln
within Australian fandp
anyone had issued a similar instruction as
regards Pat, but photographs from the early
stages of his trip seem to include several shots
of stations for no immediately discernible
reason. However, by the time he actually
needed to get on a train himself, the archive
contains a lot of photos from the train but few
actually of them. Given that Pat did not go on to
describe his journey, or indeed much of what he
did when he got to Canberra afterwards, some
fans would like to see the train photos to make
up f or it Il nstead I
getting the sights and fans of Canberra instead.
And maybe, later, just one train. Whi ¢ h wo
Patds fault.

Pat 6s photos from
story of the themes emerging from his trip: fans,
sight-seeing, food and drink, amusing animals,
and a little light book shopping. Over the next
three or four days, Pat evidently managed to do
all of these things:

Meet local fans
city. I

coul

yd ’bSnMaHénébn Canberra,

S
i ng |nf|rst cl

Mark Loney
See the sights

The first of Pat 6s

day
l|ﬂclu3| n o?d h OSrLrj1 rr%sl h\?/ evg\fré;ﬁ é)f trﬁlte r

day a Ilttle c earer

Canberr

dnot

adyv

nberra



Early in 2003, bushfires had caused severe
damage to the territory around Canberra; after
burning for about a week the fires entered the
city suburbs in mid-January. Nearly a year and a
half later, despite considerable reconstruction
efforts, the bush still looked like this:

Canberra is a planned city, constructed around
land and water axes, and much of the built
environment 1 attractive in its own right T is best
seen in the context of its location in the city as a
whol e. But herebds some

Old Parliament House

New Parliament House

Museum of Australia, featuring Mars rover
24



Tidbinbilla 7 they know where Mars rovers go
Sample some more food and drink

In Canberra there is a British pub:

Obviously it should be terrible. But it stocks
some good beer, and brews some of its own,
and gets the ambience about right. This is, of
course, something that all visiting European
fans should continue to monitor over a period of
several hours, just to be sure.

Pat carefully tests the authenticity of the beer

Evidence indicates that Pat also took the
opportunity to conduct an empirical comparison
of Canberra restaurants which may have ranged
all the way from Ayutthuya to Zest.

25

Find some entertaining animals

Although, having spent a very entertaining day
myself at the Canberra Zoo, | was surprised to
discover that in Pat 6 s this aeemed most
likely to be sheep. Maybe they should have an
exchange visit with the Adelaide pigs.

Kim heroically leaves himself
open to future photo captioning

Indulge in alittle more light book shopping

Only one book

from Canberra:

shop

But the story told by some of the other shots
suggests that one may, in some cases, be more
than enough:

appear



This photo was described by Pat as

6Book accident at t

t be 6Kim

sai d

And this is 0

From Patés
The first Australian parcel

The first Australian parcel
Brought back
with you.

| sent back four, maybe five, parcels froi
Australiai not surehow many. They mostly had
books in them, but there was some other st
This parcel was posted in Belconnen, ACT, sd
was while | was staying in Canberra. It consis
of books from both Adelaide and Canberr
Looking at them | think | posted this pardbke

a few m

day beforethe book accident when Kim Huett

and I wentbools hoppi ngé

Livedour nall

arrived today.

The Big Pineapple

Friday4 June 09:15: DJ403 Canberra
Melbournei arrive 10:20 and connect to 11:20
DJ593 MelbourneSunshine Casti arrive
13:30

An edited, and thus rather shorter, version of
this piece appeared in issue 32 of the British
fanzine Plokta (edited by Steve Davies, Alison
Scott and Mike Scott) in November 2004.

heey dw s wsat notRHattwien goel ecome to
Queens lag nmg Bisteind aw Sue.
come all the way to Australia and you want to
see he Big PineappleWhy on earth do you
want to see that?6

oY

real
br c

Sueods Australian,
Sydneysidewhomar ri ed Ronads
after he and his first Austiah wife got
di vorced. S h eanildowrvteearth, s e n s
runs a furniture design/interior decoration
business, with David who dresses like a
Queensland farmer, potters around his seven
. ﬁlcgecg]grgew/r ncglh s%rr&ewkllerqeen%a{ %umundi and
occasionally providemoraﬁ support.

Sheds quite fondlrisbi- her
| aws, but sheds also ver
she wants to knothe Bghy 1

Pineappleout of all the delights of Queensland

as the one place | would like to see. $bally

e Wasts FO@QW i It_hl§ ds ohvipugly, ong qf thosen 5 r e
crucial relationship moments.

n So with my usual aplomb and cool | stammer,

ob, it os i n my gui de b ¢
iffinterestingd

it Ah-huhos he says, cl ed@hely ul
tsBig Pineapplewe 6 I | s ee what we ¢
. Sheds obviously willing
forget. She likes Queensland, but appears to
have what appears to be a fairly common low
opinion of the | ocals th

the people who have moved here from the big
Southern cities t h esyab a bit slow around
here, would be the nicest way of putting it.
Think New Yorker moving to Alabama, or
Londoner moving to Somerset.

But still, wanting to seehe Big Pineapple
sounds a little too much like dissing her adopted
state, new home and bebxcountry.

Since | promised: one train (not full of books)
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Wh a t I shoul d have
enthralled by Australia, and for me the first sta
of fascination is the visuakhe architecture of
the houses, the sculpted groups of anim
everywhere i sheep in Canberra, pigs i
Adelaide, kangapos in Perth the magnificence
of the public architecturé the SydneyHarbour
Bridge, New Parliamenitiouse in Canberrahe
DNA toweri and,well, this fantastic obsessior
with the BIG.

Australians do BIG thingg fruit, animals,
other things i t h e yddvesising, tourist
destinations, just plain fun. There was a displ
in the National Museum of Australia in Canber
which was one of the most fascinating things
saw on my trip, but we had to go on and
somewhere else@ith someone else

8.0
i

h‘_-_g_‘b -

SCOTTY'S

S c ot BigyBagpiper
(photo by Damien Warman)

| think the first Australian Big Thing | actually
saw was the Big Bagpiper on Sgo# Hotel in
Adelaide, and | saw a Big Pelican in Noosa.

s aAsd wedd talsatt héede, julse
jeinterneti by GooglingonAs t r al i ad's
i includethe Big Banana (the originafjhe Big
alBarramundithe Big Bull,the Big Ned Kellythe
n Big Casswary, the Giant Murray Codthe Big
Guitar, the Big Winch,the Big Lobsterthe Big
Woolbales, the Big Rocking Horsethe Big
Penguin, the Big Apple,the Big Chookthe Big
Gumboot,the Big Stockwhip,the Big Cheese
and the Big Boxing Crocodile.

None of these are made up. Honestly.

So SueWdlaf yaiwantdo see the Big

Bi

|

pyPi ne ap p hawegto nvaleeCslird we sabe

raBig Pineappled It was probably at this point |
Ishould have started t
he

o v
David and Suéaddriven Ronaup from Sydney

to Eumundiwhile 1 washanging out in theold,

cold fleshpots of fannish Canberra. And then |
flew up to meet them at Maroochydore Airport
which has also named itself the Sunshiteast
Airport just to make life more interesting. As an
aside, airports should really only have one name

i if they have to change their names for
marketing purposes they should jaeangetheir

namesi mndyoyl 6 m hardly i n &
criticise.
0 S®agydSueh how was your tri

| relaxed, felt the unaccustomed warmth and
said Ooh, thisiswarmi sn6t? 6 t ni ce

Or hi s warrs, réidetcriedd t 6 s bar el
20s you want warm you should come herdhe
summero

AVinter in Canberra bsaid. 8loody cold, no
central heating, bloodycold. Blood slowly
defrosting. o

&o, what wouldyo | i ke to do
h er éHdany out, get warm, | have to go to
Brisbane for the day on Sunday for some stuff
withf ri ends, l 6d |i ke to
fapart from t $ualogks ahrae wo
AAgain with the Big Pineapple, huh? O e 6 | |
sortthat o u t veld MrESensitivity here thinks
6Scary Aust rialoinabnt \Wounsehn
luck onthe Big Pineappe 1 ssue. 0

| t 6 s reitevatingtimat Rona s definitely not
fanni sh (1| et 6 swordbefeyand n
her family are so nofannish that even
ex pl ai ni nigthenchuptry,Iwdamna fan
fundis, and wh atdoihgonall these u a |
travels aound the country has proved impossible
to explain. St ihéril and nee y 0 |
too, of course.

W

1




Right6 says Sugdve 6 | | show )
NoosabNo o s a, itoés di ffi
little like Puerto Pollensa on Mallorgawhich is
very helpful to the one or two of you who hav,
seenPuerto Pollensa on Mallorca. And for th
rest of you, use your imaginations; and those
you without imaginations, justd@agle.

So Noosa,i hawe Iwamen
warnt? Really warm, inthe 20s in tk first week
of a uthernwi nt eOn é&his first day we
d i dactdallyget to see much of Noogast got
driven around a bit an’ ch 120
finding is a good way to start in a new place on a
fan fund trip sit back let someone else do the
driving and stare out the window at th
interesting world going by.

And then we went to the Imperial Hotel for a

F drink. Australian pubs were a bit weird,

. generally. Firstly, they were wstly called
Noosa green, pleasant, people dressed |iny,tels hut someof the hotels were hotels, and

shorts, cads, shops, usual stuff. There may bethere werealso somebars and some pubs and |

more on Noosa later/| pofUlb thizJ & Strafgit.' Ahd’ somk br%rem 2

pleasant, upnarket resort anywhere in the world |\ .o very good, and some of them were very

i think latte and art galleries, rather than beerp.q and’it was tough for me to telhich it was

and souvenir shops. going to ke, &ause the usual good pub/bad pub

, o . instincts didnot wor k. I
David and Sue actually live in Eumundi, on what o+ the pr

- sence of pokies<@ fruit machjnes .
16d call a seven acrd N30 Qfodhs 4 Bhg Yign Thd Sk of | S
a little home they have a river, a forest and ja ,,p/har/hotel | often liké noisy, busy, friendly,
great view of a mountain. We had barbecueof |,s going on, none payhg much attention to
couple of occasions, once for lunch and once for,

: anyone elsé seemed to be the hardest type to
breakfast. Ate out on the terrace, overlooking thesng  The Imperial Hotel in Eumundi on a

river, the m_ountain, and the svv_immi_ng pogl. Saturday afternoon was pretty good, Rona
When we did theso how much is this placg and | proceeded to relax and -steess in

worth anywap  t i wellgl 6m not |994ditBrdl fhsfion, by getting moderately
smashed.

depress my London #&nds too much, bugou
could sella twobed terracé house in London
and buy a very large chunk of land in Eumundi
So, anyway, we get up the following day,
Saturdayand wedre discus
day. Sue | ook Maylzetwe culd
dot he Bi g Pi nandthepsheelooks
at Rong and says 6 @ the other had , i
Eumundi market today?
WK, 6 saydet Benado itwhean
dohe Big Pineapple | a
Eumundi market is quite a famous marke
supposed to be one die biggest in Australia.
We got dropped off while David and Sue went
do real shopping, so we wandered around for ai
couple of hours, checking out stuff. It was 4n ) )
arts and craft market, with some interesting stdff, And then David and Sue came to rescue their
and fairly light on tourist tat. We hamffee, we drunken inlaws and took us for barraimundl and
bought some presents for people, we hungoft § N1 ps from Noosads best
bit. There were no books, but apart from that itvas the drunkenness in itself, more thatveie
was an interesting market. been drinkingbeerin ahotel
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| had lunch in a sushi train restaurant with
Erika Maria Lacey

Ooh, and | got to sdaée Big Pelican.

| went for pancakes and Worldcon discussion
somewheg else with the Fantastic Queensland
people

. 5 851
ARl

They take pelicans seriously in Noosa

Sunday morning dawned bright and early, apd
Suesays & youbr e yuiriengsintfo see

Brisbane then?6 And | went book shopping in Brisbane,
And | thought we I | , | 6ve n e vireladingne fantastie yale inf Dymmocks, and
these peopld know almost nothing about them; Archives Fine Booksalthough Gaslight Books
we just shee the same weird sttulture was shut. Generally a good time was had by all,
Andlsaido Yes . O although my throat hurt by theme we got back.
Now, | spent that Sunday being driven up apnd There was this awful performance fear, being a
down to Brisbane by Heather Gent GUFF delegate, that | never really got avery
god, what i f they donot

boring or strange or something. Always felt this
enormous pressure to be interesting and funny,
enthusiastic and boundy not from any of the
people Imet but internally, something that made
me want to be worthwhile. After all, | still had to
earn my return ticket.

Actually, considering my mild paranoia, usual
impostor syndrome, new performance ates,
and balancing family and fannish responsibil
ities, | think the four weeks | spent on this fan
fund trip were frankly some of the most
challenging in my life. A lot of fun, but
challenging.
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Anyway, for a random mob of fannis
stranger s Heford, Brislkmwvedandom
were interesting and

organised enough to spend some proper time
Brisbanei another lifetime maybe. | met mors
Brisbane fans in Mel
another storyé

But this day was the day | gtui see a highway
si gn dle\Big Rigeappl@as we drove by
it i n He avtahne.r 6 ¥e smi nii
highway sign to the Big Pineapple!

Monday swung round in its usual inevitab
fashion, and we climbed &unt Timberwah,
went to BoreerPoint, fourd out that then-l a w
mountain is actually Mount Coorayt h e y
own it, they just live in the shadow dafi and
did some more tourigype stuff. We were
running out of time, and | thought we were n
going to see the Big Pineapple. However,
decded this was keeping mouth shut time.
We also went to the Apollonian Hotel for
pleasant pub lunchLet me quote this interesting
story to you:
The Apollonian Hotel, first licensed in
1868, was situated in the Apollonian Vale,
Gympie to provide refreshnmes and
entertainment to the gold miners.
Characteristic of these times, a variety of
shows and contests were stagedluding
wrestling, billiards, cards and community
balls and concerts. The hotel was, in fact,
the hub of social life in the late 1860s.

Around the turn of the centy it was
owned by Richard Cotwho later became
mayor of Gympie) whose daughter Mabel,
a noted lyric soprano, drew crowds from
far and wide. The concert hall, which is
now the dining room, is dedicated to
Mabel Cox and many oher personal
effects are on disp
comes from Apollo, Greek god of music
and theatre.

Bui |t of hoop ©pine
verandahs and 1406 c ¢
a unique example ohineteenthcentury
Queensland architecture anétains the
concert hall with original cedar windows
and doors.

It was relocated and restored by its
present owners and now stands near Lake

1 This moving houses around thing seems to be
N equiite common in Queensland. The waitresa at
fcaffee shop vee went td D awii sdh alnédd Shueeed
» iI80 to speak had this long and complicated story
pabout how shedd finally
bbandeoaswiwveth, tbuput hahé
couple of years ago and kept in storage ever
since.

-
C

Apollonian Hotel

So, Tuesday, our last full day in Queensland.
Sue and David had to go to Brisbane on
business, soRona and | decided to go to
Tewantin, catch the ferry down to Noosa and
back, and generally hang out a little.
Tewantin |06l a ¢ horaeyo$
the bureaucratic postal workeBee when you
post parcels of books from Australiattee UK,

t her eds ai alsoptéaatfthegdrice ofdhe e
usual rate. Nowi n order to get
supposed toput the books in one or more
parcels then put the parcels in a mailbag
(literally, a mailbag) and then affix a label of a
certain size and shape.
boxes back from Australia, both on this trip and

liany . 1 9T9%, tditde ledvser yad her
the counter, plunked mparcel on it and sajd

@ook rate to the UK, @l a s and edery other

b he ce tpid Np praplen, 1sir &ng jgst

 idone i gvih, thet pareel @s| itgstapdg.tNot in j s

Tewantin. In Tewantin, she called her

supervisor, who looked puzzled and thin

knew | wasin troublei took out his guidebook

to postal rates, blew dust off it, literally, and

looked up and read out the regulations which

| 6ve summari sed above.

rem

Cootharaba, Boreen Point.

3
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ANo problemsirdhe saysd 6 m sur e
a mail bag out the bag
up tre labeld

OAre you sure thatos

&Gorry,si , regul ations. 6

| gave up and sent it standard rate, beca
almost all the saving would be eaten up by t
extra cost of paying for the extra weight of th

mailbag.

Apart from that Tewantin had aaple of shops
and a nice café, where we hung out and awai
the next ferry. The ferry is a river ferry, whic
goes a few kometresalong the river down to
Noosa. You get some guided tour stuff, but n
so much as to be annoying, and the pilot on

way down had his pet parrot, who sat on h
shoulder.

Killer kookaburra

ot

he
is This was not the first

by Australian wildlife
d but this incident really brought home the

-

C

| liked the story about Goat Island, Cow Islan
and Sheep Island. They were so called bec

they were used to quarantine goats, cattle andwustralia weresomeo f

sheep in thenineteenth entury. Or rather Cow

daratchett truism that the only safe animals in
the sheepé

and Sheep Islasavere. Whoever surveyed Gogt Noosa also had goazbffee, a Peter Lik gallery,

Island did it at high tide, and it took the go
about six months to figure out the water w
shallow enough to walk through at low tide. An
once one knew, they all knew, and thousands
goats escaped into the wild. And diéspbest
efforts only a tiny fraction were recovereso
dondt survey your quaé
andthenexpect to keep clever critters like goa
there.

Noosa was where | nearly got attacked by
kookaburra.Ronaand | were sitting in a park
havng anicecreaml ook, t her ed
bird over therdd s h elt wasad kdokaburra,
so | decided to see if | could get a good picty
without frightening it off. So | took out my
mobile phone/camera and started inching clo
to the bird, tryingnot to frighten it. My mobile

sand a beach on which people were swimming
hsand surfing, so | paddled off one end of
d Australia! The other end was to follow a couple
o00f weeks later on Rottnest Island.

phone is a good camera, but you have to be qui e
close to get a detailed photo. | got closer and

cl oser, and m thin
startlet hi s bi r d, ol I ge
And then | looked ito the kook&d ur r a6 s
The kookaburra wasnbé
He was looking at me with the light of battle i
his eyes.
If I got six inches closer this tiny little bird was
going to attack. Me.
| took my photo and backed away carefully ar
quietly.

I O
|

ki ng t Nopgabepchinwinter, 5 5 j st
t a damn %ood phot o.

\@(e)girée%d_ay was the day we were rfbylawa_y, )
tP¥bel It nyafrafRPLe Byl dOS

for dinner to a restaurant on Tuesday nigs.

n
we walkedout the door Weud
. pass the Big Pineapple
time to stop, skeut éSaet I

igW @ s reivdactually untruthful.
So we drove down the motorway, took an exit

and drove for mil es ove
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managed to take completely the wrong exit

toJust ¢ a n &eep away from Sydney

wherever it was we were going. | sat in the back
and kept my mouth shut, while everyone elseWedneday9 June 13:00: DJ476 Sunshine

pul ed Sueds | eg about
watched the sun go down and silently gave up
any hope of seeintpe Big Pineapple.

We had a nice dinner, somewhere

CoaskSiydney artive B:35wr ong e X
on
As Pat described at the end of his thwarted Big

n Pineapple episode, he and Rona would only be

Queensland, and then we all piled back in thestaying in Sydney for one further night i during

car, in a merry mood. And Sue sailiow, P4,
at last you get to see the Big Pineapple t
only a couple of kometresback to the highway
and the Big Pineapple is between here and th
Thavendt got time to 9
So, we kind of bounced algnn a very merry
and j ol bydWhiyassmenaty ® W o6 r
nearly there @ Bund the next corner® Kep an
eyeoutonyourleff@L ook, there

And there it wasA black blob in the darkness|

unilluminated, unclear, impossible to séeit
could have been the Big Echidna or the B
Office Block for all | could see of it but the
promise had been kept had seen the Big
Pineapple, at night, from a distance. An
provided hours of entertainment in the proce
for my inlaws, my wife and various random
Queenslanders.

And that was Queeland. After this we were
going to Sydney forRona s | ast

which they went to the ballet at Sydney Opera

5 youse. Pat still had his camera phone:

ere
top

ig

d

Australia, a night at the Sydney Opera House,

and then | was going on to Melbourne for the

only conventionl was attending in Australja
and Perth for the last of my fan fund tiipbut
that s at | east two mor

| liked Queenslandit was warm, and the pact
of life seemed slower than in the bigger cities
the South. Probably too laid back in the long
term for me, but | was glad to visit, and lo
forward to returning some dayn ithis life or
another. | also regretted not having seen morg
the fans, and Brisbane.

Fare thee well, Queensland. | look forward
returning some day, and seeing that damn B
Pineapple by daylight.

Big Things | o fax

More animal statuary:
Porcellino,

chaa

ol &
wich

and Iri

WD

of
er
k

of

;‘_3 Poster for Shades of Grey by Graeme Murphy
19
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Farewell to Sydney
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In which Pat finally gets to goto a
convention

Thusday 10 Jure, 17:45:DJ846Sydney
Melbournei arrive 19:15

I t 0s of ten t he case
however carefully the delegate has been making
notes or even writing their trip report along the
way, the point at which it all goes wrong is when
they reach the convention that was intended to
be the focal point of their trip. Basically, at a
convention youbre ofte
anyway to record
T and as a fan fund delegate you might find that
you have a particularly good time.

Pat stayed for his first night in Melbourne with
Stephen Boucher; a little light smoffing may
have been involved, but the focus on this photo
suggests that one or both of them were already
having quite a good time:

Boucher in natural halbat

(no, i1itdéds not vyo
Then Pat went to the convention. There are
many, many photos of the convention and
doubtless too many stories to accompany them.
We can at least start with the one Pat wrote in
advance.

exact |

u

n

Pat McMurray, GUFF Guy

OK, so bfm the GUFF candidate. What is GUFF
ard whoam | that | won it? Fandom has existed
since the 1920s and had an international flavour
from its very earliest yeargans communicated
nby ldttarnfanzine andlPA, tinran era long befote,
easy and cheap internationaty. But they still
wanted to meet their heroes from time to time,
so fan funds were created to allow fans to club
together, vote for their candidate and raise funds
to send them away Over the years here has
BPee VI'AI‘—[]: (Tr{msé\ a{rJ o&tgl ng
Amenca to Europe) D FF ( own Under
Fund Australia/NZ to North Americg, GUFF
(Going Under/GetUp and Over Fan Fund
Europe to Australia/NZ) and a couple of others.
Fan funds exist even in the modern era because
they provide a fan with the chance to visiore
widely andget to know fellow fans better. In my
case, @m visiting seven Australian cities, staying
with fans and friends throughout. Tracke
down, tal k t e a goed chaace d
yo Ul @&nd up in my trip report (which | have
already startedriting on my laptop as | go).
Me, léve been a fan adF all my life i thefirst
books | remember reading (aftédanet and
Johr§ were Heinlein and Asimov. | only joined
organised fandom in my 30s, went to my first
convention in 1993, and got seriousiwolved
in running conventions thereafterd was on the
committee of the 1996 Eastercon (the big UK
convention) and several aftérat | also go to
r Wagldicerss )Jmy other trip to Australia was in
199971 a real experience, though | spent most of
my AussieconThree trapped in a room with
Janice Gelb, Ben YalowTlim lllingworth and
David Arblastercreating a programmeatabase
from scratch. dm on the committee of the 2005
Worldcon in Glasgow, Interaction. éltsvorth
mentioning that the next GUFF race, the prst
launched, is from Australia/NZ to Europe, with
Interaction being the key convention of that trip.
(IGm also involved in Austradi in 2010, and yes
it is truei it allhisfault.)

| alsodo fanzines, though not so mutHéve
been a famous fictionatharacter at least three
times, in two different gendersBut | have
pubbed my ishi three single page orshots at
Attitude, a convention we held a few years ago
now. My trip report will be my most serious
piece of fanzine work, apart from the odd article
or review.



Outside fandom, well Mark Plummer and

Claire Brialey describe me as someone who gets
enthusiastic about the amazingly boring jobs
Iove hadi export manager, salesman, consultant,
oil and gas, social services, factory worker,

airports, refueling software but | promise only
to be enthusiastic if called upon to discuss

work environment. My latest trick is freelanc
consulting workforce development and trainin

y

needs analysis for social services organisationfs if

you really need to knowdl consider anything
reasonably legal or decent though... Rona will
with me for most of the trijp she used to claim

e

not to be a fan, but since she became treasurer of

the London Ballet Circle that claim looks a bijt

tenuous IGm a f r all dave sgbne dhme
before Continuum though;s h e t kesnnan
large groups of people.

Sa conventions, some fanzines, enthusiasm
about boring jobs, desire to travel and see the

world, ability to tell a story if | was a Winnie
the Pooh characterid be Tigger. If you \ant to

know more, track me down and have a beer,|or

two, or three.
Oh yeah, @n mad keen on barbie 16 m t
lunatic that think the Australia in 2010

Worldcon bid should do a barbecue for all the

(5,000) attendees of a Worldcon, just for the he

of it. Real barbie, cooked by mass hordes |of

volunteers ten bucks (US) for beer/sodad all
t he meat yw everwarked citathe
logistics and costingis volunteersanybody?

oPat dés introductol|ry

Continuum2 publications

With the exception of one LiveJournal post,
which is self-contained and almost self-

explanatory, Pat didngt

Continuum; but, as | said, there are a lot of
photos so wedre doing 0o
start with the people Pat identified as the hero
committee and staff:

Alison Barton
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Danik Bancilhon
(with Roman in the background)
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And t hen, of cour s e, t her e
guests:

Max Barry

Sarah Marland and Kelvin Welbourne

Trevor Clark Derek Screen (fan guest)
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And assorted luminaries of Australian fandom:

Dave Cake

36

John Parker and Kylie Ding

Justin Ackroyd

Liluri and Sarah



Robin Johnson

Mike Tennant Robyn Middlemiss

Paul Ewins

T

Perry Middlemiss Stephen Boucher (now less blurry than some)
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Terry Frost

Tony Crivelli and Donna Hanson

Yvonne Rousseau and Roman Orszanski
(freshly imported from Adelaide)

Zara Baxter

38

As for what actually went on at the convention i
as i f the occasional

photos or the people in them does not provide
enough of a clue 7 well, it was a convention. So
there was a registration desk to keep everything
organised:

There was a programme:

(with Helena and Mervin Binns in the front row
here and Simon Oxwell behind them)

Including a fan fund panel:
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And a fan fund auction:

o

They seem to have sold everything.

No wonder theyore

There was a fanzine room:

F

And, despite its emptiness, some fanzines:

There was a video room:

S
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A deal ersdé room:

Havendt sold everythi

mi | i ng (I16iGiesllg baus é moneyé

And there were one or two parties, including
those serving tea:

And those that
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