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enjoy reading it, a donation to TAFF is a fine way to express your
appreciation.
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Introduction
Here is the second decade of the second series of David Langford’s far from
legendary British sf/fan newsletter Ansible in ebook form: issues 162
(January 2001) to 281 (December 2010). That’s over 460,000 words of
outdated trivia, against which insomnia stands no chance. There are three
reasons for the hefty increase in word count from the previous decade’s
360,000: (1) the second series started late in 1991, and so 1991-2000 saw
only 111 full issues while 2001-2010 had the expected 120; (2) over the
years, increasing amounts of “below the line” material have featured in the
digital though not the printed version; and (3) there were more than a dozen
online supplements – some substantial – in 2001-2010, rather than just six in
1991-2000. Those who have followed Ansible from its early days or have
rummaged in the web archive at news.ansible.uk are permitted to stop
reading at this point. The first series has already been assembled in ebook
form as Ansible First Series 1979-1987 (2016) and the first decade of the
second series as Ansible Second Series 1991-2000 (2017).
A little history for new readers. That first series of Ansible ran for fifty issues
– really only forty-nine since the second and third were rashly combined as a
double issue.* Taking over the subscription list of its predecessor Checkpoint
(edited by Peter Roberts since 1971 and about to cease with issue 100),
Ansible launched in August 1979 at Seacon ’79, that year’s World SF
Convention in Brighton. The fiftieth and much more substantial issue, dated
August/September 1987, was distributed at the next UK Worldcon:
Conspiracy ’87, also in Brighton. After that, numbed by the shock of winning
its first Hugo award, Ansible gently subsided and didn’t reappear until the
October 1991 relaunch in slimmer form (a single sheet of A4) and with a
rigorous monthly schedule that still continues unbroken as of 2017.
* A bad decision which probably discouraged several subscribers from renewing.
It was supposed to be a double-sized Worldcon special, and so it was, but the only
available paper was of decidedly inferior quality and the reproduction was pretty
awful. The embarrassment lingers to this day.

Most visual material not directly linked to news stories or squibs has been
omitted from this ebook edition. In particular, virtually all the masthead and
filler cartoons were dropped to reduce the size of an already vast document –
9

see news.ansible.uk if interested.
As Ansible crawled from the shallows of print to the storm-blown foreshore
of online publication, various extras not featured in the paper version began
to appear at the end of each digital issue. All such items were initially placed
under the heading Geeks’ Corner, instituted in the electronic Ansible 90.
This heading later became reserved for the technical bits: email and website
addresses, how to subscribe, etc. Some late news and bonus items appeared in
early instances of Geeks’ Corner, but from Ansible 117 such possibly
interesting material acquired its own subhead, Endnotes. Both Geeks’
Corner and Endnotes persist to the present day. For this ebook, the nowobsolete technical bits have been deleted. Those with a desperate need to
check long-dead email and web addresses can find them in the archived
versions of Ansible at http://news.ansible.uk/aseries2.html.
This third decade of Ansible, as archived online, inevitably had a great many
more active web links than in 1991-2000. With the aid of a macro that finds
and launches the next featured link, I’ve tried to deactivate all links that no
longer work while as a rule leaving visible URLs in place. But I may have
missed some.
Dan Steffan’s Ansible logo (below) initially appeared with different
proportions in issue 50 – the swan song of the newsletter’s first series – and
has been used in this horizontally compressed form throughout the second
series.
The next Ansible ebook will inevitably be Ansible Second Series 2011-2020.
But not for some time yet.
David Langford, July 2017
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Ansible 162, January 2001
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU, UK.
ISSN 0265-9816. E-mail ansible@cix.co.uk. Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon:
Sandra Scholes. Available for SAE or John Cage’s arrangement of Also
Sprach Zarathustra.
... and a short, unmonolithic Ansible. As some of you
already know, my father is nearing the end of his life. All thanks for
messages of sympathy and support. The next issue may be delayed.
WELCOME TO 2001

The Silent Three
Ken MacLeod marvels at the uncanny talents of reviewers: “In the current
[January] issue of SFX there’s a rave review of Cosmonaut Keep. It includes
a plot summary about rival families and space arks ... which was posted by
Orbit when I was still planning the book (and which still appears on Amazon)
but which has nothing to do with the book I eventually wrote. Thus the
reviewer appears to have read the book I didn’t write. Perhaps a sub-editor
cut’n’pasted the wrong plot summary, but I prefer to hope that SFX has
opened a gate to another timeline, thus Turning Science Fiction Into Science
Fact, and is up for the physics Nobel in the ‘best prozine’ category.”
Terry Pratchett was again caught red-handed: “Quote from one of the fan
letters I’m answering today: ‘Did you get the name Hogswatch from
Hogwarts?’ I’m inclined to say yes.”
Justina Robson of Silver Screen fame won one of the two writer’s bursaries
presented for the first time in 2000 by Amazon.co.uk.
Jane Yolen reminisces about “the very large and very hairy man at the back
of a signing line in a bookstore in Grand Rapids who said to me, ‘I am your
biggest fan.’ (He was.) ‘Would you like to know how big?’ (I nodded.) He
pointed to the cover of The Books of Great Alta and then to the back of his
shoulder. ‘Tattooed it on my back.’ My children are chagrined that I did not
ask to see it. But he was very big. And very hairy. And perhaps very mad.”
12

Consimility
6 Jan • Avengers Day, National Film Theatre, South Bank, London. With
Brian Clemens? £7.50/session, NFT members £1 less.
24 Jan • BSFA Open Meeting at new venue: The Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair,
London EC2. 7pm on. With Cherith Baldry.
2-4 Feb • Conthirteena (13th UK filk con), Albany Hotel, Eastbourne. £25
reg; concessions available. Contact 15 St Catherine’s Cross, Bletchingley,
Surrey, RH1 4PX.
10 Feb • Picocon 18, Imperial College Union, Prince Consort Rd, London,
SW7 2BB. £8 reg, students £5, ICSF £2. GoH Chris Priest, Geoff Ryman,
Juliet McKenna. Contact 21 Hooper St, London, E1 8BU.
3-4 Mar • Microcon 2001, Devonshire House, University of Exeter. GoH Jon
Courtenay Grimwood. £5 at door, £3.50 concessions. Contact 22 Cottey
Brook, Tiverton, Devon, EX16 5BR.
9-11 Mar • Mecon Delta, Queen’s University, Belfast. GoH Michael Sheard.
£15 reg; £17 from 1 Mar. Contact 24 Malton Court, Upper Malone Rd,
Belfast, BT9 6HB.
21 Jul • Constantinople, one-day sf gathering, Duke of Wellington pub,
Bugle Street, Southampton. £1 reg.
24-26 Aug • Festival of Fantastic Films #12, Renaissance Hotel,
Manchester. GoHs include Forrest J. Ackerman. £60/$95 reg, £30 supp.
Contact 95 Meadowgate Road, Salford, M6 8EN; phone 0161 707 3747.
13-14 Oct • Octocon (Irish national con), Royal Marine Hotel, Dun
Laoghaire, Co.Dublin. GoH Anne McCaffrey. £12 or £15(I), rising to
£20/£16(I) 1 May. £(I) to 151 Ardmore Park, Bray, Co.Wicklow, Ireland; ££
£ to Dave Lally #2 A/C, 64 Richborne Tce, London, SW8 1AX.
9-11 Nov 01 • Novacon 31, venue TBA. GoH Gwyneth Jones. £32 reg, rising
after Easter. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.

Infinitely Improbable
2001 Nobs. New Year Honours went to Patrick Moore (knighted), Spike
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Milligan (honorary knighthood, as he’s an Irish citizen) and Fay Weldon
(CBE). The sf links include Moore’s 1957 critical volume Science and
Fiction (“It seems that the golden age of the fanzines is passing, if, indeed, it
has not already passed.”), Milligan’s post-holocaust farce The Bed-Sitting
Room (written with John Antrobus; filmed 1969) and Weldon’s rip-snorting
space opera The Cloning of Joanna May.
As Others See Us. “So – 2001, eh? One of those Buzz Years, like 1984, that
some rabble-rousing shyster once wrote a depressing book about, thereby
sending that section of the population who are prone to believing that authors
have a clue about anything into a decade-long funk.” (Julie Burchill,
Spectator, 30 December)
R.I.P. Jason Robards Jr (1922-2000), US actor, died in December aged 78.
SF fans remember his appearances in film versions of A Boy and His Dog
(1975) and Something Wicked This Way Comes (1983). [SG] • Ray Walston,
who played the title role in the 1963-66 TV sf sitcom My Favorite Martian,
died on 1 January aged 86.
Publishers and Sinners. GalaxyOnline lost its publisher and fiction editor
when Ben Bova and Rick Wilber resigned in Nov and Dec, grumbling about
“lack of financing”. Plans to buy Amazing (see A158) collapsed;
GalaxyOnline is now buying the original Galaxy magazine. [L]
Outraged Letters. H.P. Lovecraft’s view of my countryfolk: “The Welsh,
who have no Teutonic blood, are of little account.” (Letter, 6 Dec 1915.)
[MM] • Colin Smythe, Agent of Discworld, obsessively traced the “Ook” in
other editions of Ulysses (see A161): “1986 Penguin corrected text, p348.
Penguin Classics 2000, p560. Folio Society 1998 (Stephen Joyce’s only
approved edition), p407.”
2001 James White Award for best story by a new writer is open, deadline
31 Aug. Contact 211 Black Horse Ave, Dublin 7, Ireland.
Random Fandom. Ray Radlein mused millennially: “This year, I will watch
the pretty fireworks, and celebrate, along with the rest of the world, the fact
that Arthur C. Clarke will now finally SHUT THE FUCK UP about how ‘2001’ is
the actual start of the new millennium.”
Fanfundery. TAFF final warning: the 2001 eastbound race voting closes on
31 Jan. Which candidate, Ansible impartially wonders, will be Victor? •
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DUFF: 2001 southbound race voting closes earlier, on 20 Jan.
Thog’s Sepoy Mutiny Masterclass. “But they were all British. Once the
gauntlet had been thrown down and the sky blazed with mutiny, regional
differences faded, local dialects paled to insignificance before the enormity of
the challenge by ‘faithless natives’ that welded them into a single bullet,
which each of them bit with tenacity.” (Stanley Wolpert, India, University of
California Press, 1991) [JB]
Pudding Regurgitated. Philip Pullman’s all-time favourite book has
suffered in translation, reports Yvonne Rousseau: “Gloom and doom in
Australia: there’s a film been made of The Magic Pudding – animating
Norman Lindsay’s drawings rather unwatchably, and adding characters and
plot-lines thought likely to appeal to Americans (Bunyip Bluegum is looking
for his parents – an evil wombat kidnaps and imprisons travellers ...). As in
telemovies of Jane Austen’s work, the original dialogue is also ‘improved’ –
what boots it, then, to have John Cleese doing the voice for the Pudding? –
and the result has been ‘novelized’.” Oh dear.
Advt. Collectors of John Sladek rarities can find his unpublished, handmade,
interactive storybook The Lost Nose: A Programmed Book at Ulysses
Bookshop, 40 Museum St, London, WC1A 1LU, phone 020 7831 1600. Alas,
its price tag is £550 ... but I’m grateful that the nice people at Ulysses let me
take photos and transcribe the text. Hence this plug. The SF Foundation may
yet acquire the book for its Liverpool University library collection, if
sufficiently encouraged with pledges and donations.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Eyeballs in the Sky. “A ceiling fan can be a
blur, or you can try to hang onto one of the blades with your eyes and let it
swing you around. This last is a queasy business, and I abandoned it after a
half hour.” (William Browning Spencer, “Pep Talk” in The Return of Count
Electric and Other Stories, 1993) [HF] • “Her knees grope along the
floorboards of the pew, slight pressure as the cushions give, spreading out,
buckling upward. As do her eyes.” (Charles Laird Calia, The Unspeakable,
1998) [PB]

Endnotes
Apologies to contributors of news and snippets that didn’t make it into this
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half-size issue. Owing to gloomy real-world complications, the printed
Ansible 162 covered only one side of A4 and not the usual two. Not a lot of
people wanted to know that.
Robert Newman’s Tact Lessons: when begging Ansible to publicize your side
of a long, tedious, hard-to-summarize dispute between ZZ9 and Dave Hodges
over a cheque for six whole pounds, it’s so important to get the editor into the
right frame of mind by repeatedly calling his newsletter Anusol (the marsters
larf they are in stitches).
Ansible 162 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2001. Thanks to Paul Barnett, John
Boston, Henry Farrell, Steve Green, Jon Langford, Locus, Murray Moore,
Helen Tsatsos, and our Hero Distributors: Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, Alan
Stewart (Oz), Martin Tudor (Brum Group News). 4 Jan 01.
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Ansible 163, February 2001
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
ISSN 0265-9816. E-mail ansible@cix.co.uk. Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoons:
Sandra Scholes (above), Jim Barker. Available for SAE, Mokie-Coke,
Vigroom, or Teegmee’s Food.
“This brilliantly conceived novel explores what
happens when the computer is used to further the world ambitions of the
dictator of a tiny desert state and of the unscrupulous commercial
organisation INTEL.” – blurb for Andromeda Breakthrough by Fred Hoyle
and John Elliot, 1964. [MdR]
GREAT SF PROPHECIES.

The Living End
Poul Anderson has been diagnosed with prostate cancer, writes Karen
Anderson. “It has also damaged some ribs and vertebrae. Treatment is
already showing good results and the ribs are healing, and he and the family
are not at all downhearted.”
Ray Bradbury reportedly went blind in his left eye during a November
signing session, with no hope of treatment or recovery. [SFC]
Leslie Charteris notoriously had some of his Saint stories ghosted by sf
authors (including Henry Kuttner and Harry Harrison). Now David Pringle
argues on stylistic grounds that the 1946 “Charteris” novel The Saint Sees It
Through is actually the work of Theodore Sturgeon.
Edmund Cooper was mentioned in A161, provoking a rant from Ian Covell
about the fading of this author’s reputation. Apparently his publishers Hodder
& Stoughton held grimly on to book rights for decades, refusing either to
revert or reprint, so that “gradually he slipped from the current crop;
commentary by the feminist mafia didn’t help.” Also unhelpful was the
protracted court battle between Cooper’s ex-wife and family and his
common-law wife Dawn Cooper; though it was ruled that the latter owns all
Cooper’s manuscripts etc, items have since been offered for sale that had
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“vanished on the day of Edmund’s funeral (i.e., the day that Edmund’s exwife and family [says Dawn] grabbed whatever they could, and have since
refused to list even for the court proceedings) ... It has been a nasty situation
for a long time, and as a many-years-fan of Cooper, it has been heartbreaking
to watch his work slip out of ken and print; the man was an artist and a poet
(and yes, I have all his published work, and a bibliography in the final stages
of preparation), and SF’s treatment of him has been an insult.”
Josh Kirby rushed me a jubilant letter about our mighty 2001 Public
Lending Right bounty for library loans of A Cosmic Cornucopia: “I’ve blown
27p on a 1st class stamp, but what to do with the remaining 10p?? ... I’ll
discuss it with my investment manager.”
Dean R. Koontz’s sf innovation in From the Corner of His Eye was reported
by reviewer Janet Maslin: “As Mr Koontz modestly notes in an afterword,
this is the first time to his knowledge that human relationships and quantum
mechanics have been linked in a work of fiction. What this boils down to is
the book’s theory that there are for each of us multiple realities: for instance,
one in which Junior’s wife was pushed off a water tower, one in which she
wasn’t, maybe even one in which it was she who did the pushing and Junior
who died.” (New York Times, 8 Jan) [SW] Possibly Mr Koontz doesn’t read a
lot of sf....
Mike Moorcock sends an alternate-multiverse scoop: “We have at last
produced the one-stop sci-fi fan all-purpose GM meal. That’s right, Mr
Langford – we have successfully crossed a Big Mac with a Raymond E. Feist
novel. Now all we have to do is produce the SuperMac – we take the
MacFeist and cross it with an episode of Xena, Warrior Princess. This will be
a serious blow to Books & Cappuccino ’R Us. News of flotation to follow.
As soon as we’ve built the Ark.”
Peter Nicholls writes: “On my return from England last October I was
diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease. This is bad news on several grounds.
It’s a degenerative, irreversible brain disease. By the time you know you’ve
got it it’s often pretty advanced. Symptoms are varied and not only physical
(I barely have any tremor yet, but I have a lot of muscular stiffness and
rigidity). My doctor tells me that though the disease does cause cognitive
damage, I don’t have any yet. Unfortunately, the tests I passed with 100%
accuracy include really difficult questions like ‘What’s your name?’ and
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‘Where are you?’. I tried to explain to him that I was coming off a somewhat
higher plateau than that, but he seemed to feel I’d still be OK while I knew
who I was. In fact, my memory is already beginning to resemble gruyere.”

Condottieri
2-4 Feb • Conthirteena (13th UK filk con), Albany Hotel, Eastbourne. £25
reg; concessions available.
9-11 Feb • Starfleet Ball (Trek/media), Carrington House Hotel,
Bournemouth. £65 reg inc meal and ball. Contact Snowdrop Cottage, 6 The
Street, Sutton Waldron, nr Blandford, Dorset, DT11 8PF.
10 Feb • Picocon 18, Imperial College Union, Prince Consort Rd, London,
SW7 2BB. £8 reg, students £5, ICSF £2. GoH Chris Priest, Geoff Ryman,
Juliet McKenna. Contact 21 Hooper St, London, E1 8BU.
10 Feb • Watt Con, Heriot-Watt University, Riccarton, Edinburgh. 11am to
late. GoH Craig Charles. £5 at the door.
15 Feb • Skeptics in the Pub, Florence Nightingale, on York
Rd/Westminster Bridge Rd roundabout. Interview with Geoffrey Dean on
astrology. Upcoming meetings: 14 Mar, 18 Apr, 17 May, 21 Jun.
23-5 Feb • Redemption (B7/B5), Ashford International Hotel, Ashford, Kent.
Now £45 reg; concessions £10 off; £50 at door or £30/day. Contact 26 Kings
Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
28 Feb • BSFA Open Meeting at new venue: The Rising Sun pub, Cloth
Fair, London EC2. 7pm on. With Ben Jeapes/Big Engine.
3-4 Mar • Microcon 2001, Devonshire House, University of Exeter. GoH Jon
Courtenay Grimwood. £5 at door, £3.50 concessions. Contact 22 Cottey
Brook, Tiverton, Devon, EX16 5BR.
9-11 Mar • Mecon Delta, Queen’s University, Belfast. GoH Michael Sheard.
£15 reg; £17 from 1 Mar. Contact 24 Malton Court, Upper Malone Rd,
Belfast, BT9 6HB.
22 Apr • Jedicon (SW), Towngate Theatre, Basildon, Essex. Noon-5pm.
Contact c/o Nelson House, 341 Lea Bridge Rd, Leyton, E10 7LA.
24-6 Aug • Eboracon (Unicon), Langworth College, U of York. £25 reg.
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New address: 9 Prospect Terrace, Fulford, York, YO10 4PT.
29 Mar - 1 Apr 02 • Helicon 2 (Eastercon), Hotel de France, Jersey. £30 reg,
£15 supp/junior, rising to £35 and £18 on 1 April. Contact 33 Meyrick Drive,
Wash Common, Newbury, Berks, RG14 6SY.
3-6 May 02 • Damn Fine Convention (Twin Peaks), Shepperton Moat
House Hotel, Shepperton. £20 reg, contact address to follow.
Rumblings • UK in 2005: the Glasgow bid issued its first progress report,
cunningly numbered minus-3. Presupporting membership £13/$20, “friend”
status £50/$80. Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ, or 23 Kensington
Ct, New York, NY 11550-2125, USA.

Infinitely Improbable
Publishers and Sinners. Playboy magazine decided that a full-time fiction
editor is now too great a “luxury”, and said goodbye to sf-friendly editor
Alice Turner.
• Ringpull Press, rumour says, may be revived.
• Maureen Kincaid Speller mourns a former freelance market: “Apparently
the Good Book Guide has gone into receivership and their loathsome editor is
out of a job. I shouldn’t gloat, I shouldn’t gloat but ...”
Nebulas. All novellas on the too-long-to-list preliminary ballot are finalists,
since there are only five: “Fortitude” by Andy Duncan (Realms of Fantasy
6/99; “Ninety Percent of Everything” by Jonathan Lethem, James Patrick
Kelly and John Kessel (F&SF 9/99); “Hunting the Snark” by Mike Resnick
(Asimov’s 12/99); “Crocodile Rock” by Lucius Shepard (F&SF 10/99);
“Argonautica” by Walter Jon Williams (Asimov’s 10/99).
Yo-Ho-Ho! Keith Brooke reports a huge web archive of stolen texts at
www.sympad.net/books/download/content.htm, based in Russia. Much sf is
included: when I looked, the recent-acquisitions list was crammed with
pirated Larry Niven novels. Sic ’em, Larry!
Random Fandom. Atom (Arthur Thomson), that fine fannish cartoonist who
died in 1990, was honoured with the Rotsler memorial award for 2000.
• Paula Guran sent the final (26 January) issue of her horror e-newsletter
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DarkEcho, a Stoker Award winner. This ran to 300-odd issues and well over
a million words since 1994.
• Paul Kincaid is replacing Steve Jones and Jo Fletcher as “London Report”
news columnist in SF Chronicle.
• Farah Mendlesohn & Edward James are marrying: “On 17th Feb, I’m
making an honest man of him. The government tells me it’s very important to
both books and cats that they feel the security and protection which can only
be provided by a legally married couple.”
• Stan Nicholls was unexpectedly refused entry to the USA for last year’s
World Fantasy Convention: US Immigration still had him blacklisted for
overstaying his visa by one day in the 1970s, when his flight home to Britain
was delayed by bad weather. He even had to pay air fare for his own
deportation, though a whip-round at WFC later helped with the extra
expenses. [SFC]
• Martin Tudor stepped down as Brum Group News editor; the curse has now
fallen on Rog Peyton (see COA).
Hazel’s Language Lessons: English. liripoop, the long tail of a graduate’s
hood; a part or lesson committed to memory; a silly person.
R.I.P. Eileen Costelloe, well known in British fandom, died peacefully on 21
January. Stan Nicholls writes: “Eileen was a good friend for something like
35 years and I’ll miss her terribly. But she outlived all the doctors’
predictions by at least six months, achieving both her 49th birthday and
2001.”
• Gordon Dickson (1923-2001), Canadian-born US sf author of note since the
1950s and best known for his ambitious Dorsai/Childe Cycle novels, died on
31 January. He was a beloved and convivial presence at conventions. Patrick
Nielsen Hayden remembers him: “Writer, fan, complex personality. Huge
influence on many. Gentle spirit, thinker of strange thoughts. It was good to
know him.”
• Denis Langford (1924-2001), my father, died on 6 January after three grim
years in a nursing home and a week of coma; it was a painless, tranquil end.
Dad wasn’t a science fiction reader, but I’ll always be grateful for his
21

encouragement to read anything and everything, and his patience when I
filled the house with books. A kind, gentle man, now much missed.
(Renewed thanks to the sf people, too many to list, who rallied round with
sympathy and offers of help. You know who you are.)
C.o.A. Brum Group News, c/o Andromeda Bookshop, 2-5 Suffolk St,
Birmingham, B1 1LT. Eboracon, see con listing. Tommy Ferguson & Leslie
Altic, 12 Gipsy St, Belfast, BT7 3FW, Northern Ireland. Roelof Goudriaan &
Lynne Ann Morse, PO Box 5861, Fairview, Dublin 3, Ireland.
Thog’s Blurb Masterclass. “... a tense and exciting adventure with
subterranean reptile men – SILURIANS – and a 40 ft. high Tyrannosaurus rex,
the biggest, most savage mammal which ever trod the earth!” (Malcolm
Hulke, Doctor Who and the Cave Monsters, 1974, aka Doctor Who: The
Silurians; blurb unchanged through six printings) [JF]
Philip K. Dick Award. Shortlist for best original US sf paperback of 2000:
The Bridge, Janine Ellen Young; Broken Time, Maggie Thomas; Call From a
Distant Shore, Stephen L. Burns; Evolution’s Darling, Scott Westerfeld;
Midnight Robber, Nalo Hopkinson; Only Forward, Michael Marshall Smith.
Winner to be announced 13 April. [L]
Outraged Letters. Grania Davis brags: “I just ‘liberated’ Cuban SF. We
visited La Habana on research visas, and met with the Cuban SF writers
group. They are eager to make contact with the international SF community,
so I gave them copies of the essentials, Locus, NYRSF, and the e-address of
Ansible!”
• Simon R. Green shudders: “There Is No Justice; having nobly agreed not to
use the title Necronauts because Terry Bisson got there first (EVEN THOUGH
my version had nothing in common with his) I now discover that the comic
2000 AD will have a running series called ... Necronauts. It is to shudder in
disbelief. The right decision for the wrong reason.”
• Guy Haley of SFX gossips: “Spoke to the overawing Mr Moorcock the other
day (very few overawe me, but I’m a bit of a fan, though I hate to admit it –
such weakness. I should be cool and aloof) and sent him into a bit of tizzy by
telling him about a card game being made involving his characters.
Completely without his knowledge and on a dubious second hand licence, of
course. From his response I figure this kind of thing happens all too often to
those high up the SF Hierarchy of Fame. Maybe it’s a mark of respect. Do
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authors etc gather round at conventions and compete to see how many
unlicensed merchandising products and flagrant rip-offs have been
engendered by their work that year?”
• Robert Sneddon found another amazing prediction: “In Conquering Space
and Time, by Prof A.M. Low, author of that seminal hard-sf epic Adrift in the
Stratosphere, he peers into the distant future from 1937, and prophesies ...
mobile phones. ‘The telephone may develop to a stage where it is
unnecessary to enter a special call-box. We shall think no more of
telephoning to our office from our cars or railway-carriages than we do today
of telephoning from our homes.’ What radical foresight! What a bold leap of
the imagination! He goes on ... ‘We shall each carry a small apparatus as we
carry a watch and simply plug it into one of thousands of points at the
roadside.’” Or, presumably, the railwayside.
Tense Moment. Fans were alarmed by the 6 Jan entry in Arthur C. Clarke’s
2001 SF Calendar, which informs us: “One of the leading British science
fiction authors and winner of the Australian Ditmar Award in 1970, Brian
Aldiss was also a prophetic writer ...” [MM] Was? Brian confirmed in an
exclusive interview that he, in fact, is.
Fanfundery. DUFF 2001 was won by Naomi Fisher and Patrick Molloy,
who travel to Swancon in Perth at Easter. They had 92 votes (89 NA, 3
Australia), Steven Silver 37 (28+9), No Pref 20 (17+3), Hold Over Funds 7
(6+1), Write-in 5 (3+2). [JG] • TAFF 2001 was a first-round win for Victor
Gonzalez with 56 votes to Tom Springer’s 40 (No Pref 5, HOF 3). Victor
travels to Paragon, the 2001 UK Eastercon. [MKS]
As Others See Us. “Asimov is a scientific sci-fi writer and his laws are best
known from the film Robocop.” (Kieren McCarthy, The Register)
Spacewatch. Edie Stern brags that Smofcon in Florida had the best ever
opening to a convention: a Shuttle launch, “the most perfect one I’ve had the
good fortune to view. The weather was clear, if cool, and there were no
‘holds’ other than the scheduled ones. The dolphins came into the bay, as
tradition holds they do for every successful launch, and when the shuttle
lifted, it turned the darkness into day for a while. Spectacularly, a meteor
crossed the contrail as it went up (and Naomi Fisher caught it on her
camera!). • That area of Florida is filled with folks knowledgeable about the
space program. We flew in the day before, and ended up in a greasy spoon
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diner at 3 in the morning. A very large man, who seemed fairly drunk, got
into conversation with another table as he waited for his food. He knew lots
of details about the space station, and wanted to talk about earlier launches. I
was cheered considerably at the caliber of the local drunks, until he wandered
into hopes that they were sending up a woman since those guys in the space
station had been up there for a long time. He lapsed into dozing, face first on
the counter.... Even so, you can’t help but like a place where the drunks are
enthusiastic about space.”
Twenty Years Ago. Pierrot Publishing Ltd collapsed in a sufficiently
spectacular ruin to get several mentions in Private Eye, which roused Rob
Holdstock to paroxysms of jealousy by naming Malcolm Edwards (also Mike
Moorcock and Paul Ableman) but not Rob. Debts were in the region of
£500,000.... • The Yorkshire Ripper gave his godmother a box of nice
chocolates for Xmas; when he was arrested she lost her taste for them and
gave them away, which is how they came to be eaten with enormous relish by
the famous D. West. (Ansible 15, Feb 81)
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Biblical Longevity: “It formed with the rest of
the solar system, around five billion years ago. That’s fifteen million human
generations ...” (Kim Stanley Robinson, Red Mars, 1992) [BA]
• Dept of Prehensile Breasts: “‘Good Night, Farder Coram,’ she said politely,
clutching the alethiometer to her breast and scooping up Pantalaimon with the
other.” (Philip Pullman, Northern Lights aka The Golden Compass, 1995)
[LN]
• “The flies left his mouth like tiny words.” (Ibid) [CH]
• Dept of After-Dinner Conversation: “But at this point their hostess firmly
put an end to the morbid discussion by collecting the ladies’ eyes.” (Nicholas
Blake, The Corpse in the Snowman, 1941) [HW]

Endnotes
Much gratitude to everyone who helped with research for that book of John
Sladek’s uncollected fiction. “Lost” stories have now been unearthed from
the British Newspaper Library (Titbits), the Mander & Mitchenson Theatre
Collection (one detective tale appeared only in London theatre programmes)
and the restricted stacks of the Bodleian (Men Only)....
Group Gropes. Dublin’s fan meetings on the first Tuesday of each month
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have moved to “Bowe’s Pub on Fleet Street opposite the rear entrance of the
Irish Times and the 46A bus stop.”
Ansible 163 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2001. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Mark de Roussier, Jacq Felis, Janice Gelb, Chip Hitchcock, Locus, Murray
Moore, Luke Nicholls, SF Chronicle, Maureen Kincaid Speller, Henry
Wessells, Sheila Williams, and our Hero Distributors: Tanya Brown (London
Floozy), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, Alan Stewart (Australia). 1 Feb 01.
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Low Point X
Gardner Dozois Gives Up Pussy is Mike Glyer’s suggested Ansible
headline for the hot story (from PSFS News, the Philadelphia SF clubzine)
that the great man is seeking a home for a surplus cat.
Philip José Farmer is to be this year’s SFWA Grand Master, and Robert
Sheckley will be their Author Emeritus. Presentations 28 April.
Robert Heinlein’s latest posthumous glory is the naming of the Robert A.
Heinlein Endowed Chair in Aerospace Engineering at the US Naval
Academy (where he graduated in 1929). Applications invited, with the first
incumbent starting “as early as August 2001”. [DK]
Rob Holdstock gibbers lavatorially: “I’m still reeling from the (very
welcome) SFX review of Celtika whose tag-line asks: ‘Ever thought fantasy
novels needed more toilet-based passages? Then look no further!’ A coda to
the review adds: ‘One of the most famous books to feature the drama of a
bowel movement is James Joyce’s novel Ulysses ...’ Good God!! A character
takes a quick shit on page 293 of Celtika before going into combat on page
294 and suddenly I’m in the company of Kings! It’s the academic papers I
fear the most. ‘Chthonic or Colonic: The Bowel as Metaphor for Rite of
Passage in the Later Fantasy of ...’”
Philip Klass (“William Tenn”) had a rare public appearance at Boskone in
February for a book launch, incautiously saying beforehand that he’d like to
make a grand entrance preceded by flutes and cymbals. Geri Sullivan struck:
“You know me well enough to predict the outcome of that. Priscilla Olson
brought the tambourine with cymbals attached, and a recorder, too, which she
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played. Kent Bloom was there with another recorder. Phil Klass was ready
for me, asking if he should do a strip tease upon his arrival at the signing
table. We both agreed what an exciting thing that would be, but I begged off
out of consideration for my heart, and he confined his opening remarks to a
demonstration of the one vaudeville step he’d learned decades ago....”
Terry Pratchett was surprised on 22 Feb at the British Book Awards
(“Nibbies”, shaped like giant pen nibs) with a special award for contributions
to bookselling. As The Bookseller’s editor put it, “He is the kind of author
who tends to get overlooked when awards committees meet. One reason for
this neglect may be that he produces bestsellers year after year, and so gets
taken for granted; another, that the genre in which he writes is unfashionable
among the kinds of people who sit on awards committees....” [CS] Terry:
“I’ve had a lot of puzzled emails querying the ‘services to bookselling’ bit,
but it’s an industry award and an award for causing them to sell skiploads of
books does have a certain four-square honesty about it. You could call it a
Mid-Lifetime Achievement Award. It’s quite a spiffy thing, too – so much
better than those rocket ships which, frankly, they give to just anyone....”
Philip Pullman also won a British Book Award, for The Amber Spyglass as
best children’s book, while the omnipresent and pantheistic Harry Potter had
to be content with “marketing campaign of the year”.
Gordon Van Gelder rose to the occasion when many April copies of F&SF
appeared without full stops. Copious replacements were posted to the web
site, some reprinted with permission here: .............................
Kurt Vonnegut is not being sued by Random House, which is odd since
Random are suing RosettaBooks for publishing Vonnegut (and other Random
authors) after acquiring e-rights directly from the author. Random claim their
contractual “exclusive right to publish ... in book form” covers e-texts,
usually assigned separately (“all rights not granted are reserved to the
author”). Paul Aiken of the US Authors Guild said: “Everyone knew what a
book was when these contracts were signed – volumes printed on paper – and
this is nothing more than a bold and baseless retroactive rights grab.”
Interesting times. [PL]

Consentant
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3-4 Mar • Microcon 2001, Devonshire House, University of Exeter. GoH Jon
Courtenay Grimwood. £5 at door, £3.50 concessions.
9-11 Mar • Mecon Delta, Queen’s University, Belfast. GoH Michael Sheard,
Ian McDonald, Dave Lally. Now £17 reg. Contact 24 Malton Court, Upper
Malone Rd, Belfast, BT9 6HB.
23-25 Mar • Portmeiricon (Prisoner), Portmeirion, N. Wales. Contact (SAE)
Six of One, PO Box 66, Ipswich.
28 Mar • BSFA Open Meeting at new(ish) venue: The Rising Sun pub,
Cloth Fair, London EC2. 7pm on. Geoff Ryman talks about Lust.
13-16 Apr • Paragon (Eastercon), Hanover International in Hinckley,
Leicestershire. GoH Michael Scott Rohan, Stephen Baxter, Lisanne Norman,
Mark Plummer, Claire Brialey. £35 reg, £15 supp, £17.50 junior (12-16), £15
child (5-11), infants free. Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
22 Apr • Jedicon (SW), Towngate Theatre, Basildon, Essex. Noon-5pm.
Contact c/o Nelson House, 341 Lea Bridge Rd, Leyton, E10 7LA.
19 May • 2001: A Space Odyssey Event, Science Museum, London.
Organized by Pat Cadigan. Ends with Clarke Award presentation.
18-19 Aug • Caption 2001 (small-press comics), Oxford Union. £8.00 reg,
£5 students/unwaged, £3 Sun only; £10.00 (£4 Sun) at door. Contact 18
Hawkins St, Oxford, OX4 1YD. 0777 585 0207.
30 Aug - 3 Sep • The Millennium Philcon (59th worldcon), Pennsylvania
Convention Center & Philadelphia Marriott Hotel. Now $170 reg, or $125 for
2001 site selection voters. Contact PO Box 310, Huntingdon Valley, PA
19006-0310, USA.
9-11 Nov 01 • Novacon 31, new venue: Quality Hotel, Walsall. £32 reg,
rising after Easter. Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
3-6 May 02 • Damn Fine Convention (Twin Peaks), Shepperton Moat
House Hotel, Shepperton. £20 reg to 1 Dec 01; Norwegians free, if resident
in Norway. Contact 37 Keens Rd, Croydon, CR0 1AH.

Infinitely Improbable
Publishers and Sinners. Collins & Brown (Paper Tiger sf/fantasy art books)
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are being taken over by Chrysalis: “a bit unsettling for life here, as you can
imagine. I’m keeping my fingers crossed that Chrysalis sees the sense of
Paper Tiger having a US office,” writes Paul Barnett.
Clarke Award. Shortlisted novels: Parable of the Talents, Octavia E. Butler;
Ash: A Secret History, Mary Gentle; Cosmonaut Keep, Ken MacLeod;
Perdido Street Station, China Miéville; Revelation Space, Alastair Reynolds;
Salt, Adam Roberts. Presentation 19 May; see events list. [PK] Al Reynolds
mutters enviously: “I don’t know what the other shortlisted authors think, but
at the moment, being about half way through his book, I’m in total awe of
Miéville and thinking of giving up this writing lark and leaving it to the
experts ...!”
As Others See Us. Another mainstream critic writes: “These are all things
which do not exist, cannot exist, and have never existed. Yet these new
fantasies are so fashionable today that hardly a person can state what is good
art.” (Vitruvius, De architectura, 1st century BC)
BSFA Awards. NOVEL Perdido Street Station, China Miéville; redRobe, Jon
Courtenay Grimwood; Paradox, John Meaney; Revelation Space, Alastair
Reynolds; Ash: A Secret History, Mary Gentle.
• SHORT “Destiny on Tartarus”, Eric Brown (Spectrum SF #2); “La
Vampiresse”, Tanith Lee (IZ 154); “Adventures in the Ghost Trade”, Liz
Williams (IZ 154); “Singing Each to Each”, Paul di Filippo (IZ 155); “The
Suspect Genome”, Peter F. Hamilton (IZ 156).
• ARTWORK Physiognomies of Flight, China Miéville (Vector 213); Hideaway,
Dominic Harman (IZ 157); Afetere’s Eyes, Gerald Gaubert (Scheherazade
19). Winners 15 Apr.
Lord Farland’s Bane. Could this be the Hugo-amassing secret of a certain sf
semiprozine? “A locus was a creature that housed itself within the mind of a
vile man or beast. It entered like a parasite, but soon assumed control of its
host.” (“David Farland”, Wizardborn, 2001)
R.I.P. Richard Laymon (1947-2001), a prolific US horror author since 1980,
died of a heart attack on 14 February; he was 54. [PB]
• Ernest Sterne died on 2 February after a long illness: “noted Leeds
historian, long time SF collector and contributor to Michael Rosenblum’s
New Futurian,” writes Ron Bennett.
• Rick Shelley (1947-2001), US sf author, died on 27 January.
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• Gerald Suster (1951-2001), British author of horror and occult nonfiction,
died from an apparent heart attack on 4 February. He was 49. [SJ]
Ghost Stories. Hot from arguing by geometric logic that the Leslie Charteris
thriller The Saint Sees It Through (1946) was ghosted by Theodore Sturgeon,
pulp sleuth David Pringle now reckons that The Saint Steps In (1943) bears
the fingerprints of sf author Cleve Cartmill (now chiefly remembered for his
1944 atom-bomb story “Deadline”).
Outraged Letters. Pat Cadigan fully and frankly explained her 19 May
extravaganza plans: “Langford, you dog – I’d tell you about it, but then I’d
have to kill you. Actually, I’d tell you about it if I had time to kill you. Well,
OK: I’m plotting a day-long media event with the Science Museum. So far,
that’s all there is to tell at the moment, since I’ve only had one meeting with
one person at the Science Museum, and we’re supposed to have another
shortly. I’ll find a copy of the proposal I gave them and send it to you so you
can get the idea. Before you die, of course. You dog.”
• Steve Jones wishes Paul Kincaid luck as SF Chronicle’s new UK reporter,
and adds: “It is possibly worth pointing out that Jo and I resigned as
columnists from SFC nearly a year ago, when it was sold off to DNA
Publications. After almost twenty years, we finally got tired of being messed
around with deadlines etc.”
• Mike Moorcock mourns: “Very sorry to hear Gordy Dickson died. He was
on medication when I first met him and was complaining he’d been on a
plane with a rude Englishman, then realised I was English and went through a
red-faced pantomime of trying to say he didn’t mean me, that he knew some
quite decent Englishmen, that he had everyone in the room in stitches. A
gentle gentleman, indeed. Another nice guy gone.” (UK obituaries appeared
in the Independent and Guardian, written by J. Clute and D. Langford
respectively.)
• C.E. Petit is hunting down the evil-doers mentioned last issue: “I’m
working on Harlan Ellison’s case against internet pirates, and I’ve gotten
some information that may link the sympad site (which is in Moldova, not
Russia) in to the pending matter.”
Fanfundery. TAFF 2001 was a first-round win for Victor Gonzalez: 56 votes
to Tom Springer’s 40, with No Pref 5 and Hold Over Funds 3. Victor travels
to Paragon, the 2001 UK Eastercon. (Result out just too late for A163’s first
printing, but inserted in e- and overseas editions.) • Past TAFF administrator
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Martin Tudor apologizes for accidentally failing to note the following in his
1998 newsletter: profuse thanks to Brian Robinson, who died in 1997 and
wanted his sf collection sold for a fannish cause, Paul & Cas Skelton for
arranging this and sorting the material, Tony Berry for transport, and Andy
Richards of Cold Tonnage Books for buying it sight unseen. £1,000 was
raised for TAFF.
Hard Questions. Ah, the eternal joys of TV quiz embarrassments. Who Wants
To Be A Millionaire featured this £16,000 poser on 18 February: “Who wrote
the Discworld series of science fiction novels? A. Frank Herbert; B. Douglas
Adams; C. Isaac Asimov; D. Terry Pratchett.” Science fiction novels? The
contestant, who had inclined towards Herbert, eventually gave up. [HP] SF
was also fleetingly present in BBC2’s The Weakest Link on 22 February.
“Anne Robinson: ‘Who wrote the 1951 novel The Sands of Mars, featuring
Martin Gibson?’ Contestant (after an agonizingly long pause): ‘John
Betjeman?’” [PW]
Potterism. The “Spoken Word Album for Children” Grammy award went to
Jim Dale’s reading of Harry Potter and the Giblet of Fire. [PL]
Random Fandom. Bob Devney knows how to arouse the sense of wonder
with quoted con gossip: “Gardner Dozois was used as a model for an Army
recruiting poster when he was in the service. He was like 19 years old and
130 pounds ... You could make a lot of money off Gardner if anybody found
one of those posters now.” [D]
• Ahrvid Engholm is all excited at finding “a document that in my view
pushes back the start of Swedish fandom one year, from 1950 to 1949.”
Everything you know is wrong.
• Andy Sawyer suspects fans may be involved in “Drink and Conviviality in
Early Modern England: An Interdisciplinary Conference” (Reading U, 10-11
July). Topics for papers: “drink and community; ‘elite’ and ‘popular’
constructions of drink and conviviality; drink and gender; drunkenness and
sobriety; politicisations of drink and conviviality....”
• Seattle Earthquake, 28 Feb: reports so far indicate that no sf fans or pros
were hurt in the 45-second, Richter 6.8 quake, though many were shaken.
• Jo Walton & Emmet O’Brien are marrying in Hay-on-Wye on 28 July. All
friends welcome to informal gathering 27-29 July; e-mail Jo for details.
• Kim Whysall & Tony Hammond announced the birth of Paul Andrew
Hammond (10lb 7oz) on 5 February.
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20 Years Ago. Bob Shaw’s dome of many-coloured glass stained, as it were,
the white radiance of eternity: “I have taken up stained glass work recently as
a hobby, and have just installed in my own home what is possibly the world’s
first SF stained glass window. It is a 4ft by 3ft job, designed and
manufactured by myself, showing a sort of futuristic city with a giant moon
rising behind it.” (Ansible 16, March 1981)
Light of Other Days. ScreenSound Australia is adding the legendary AntiFan fannish movies (promoting the Aussiecon 1 and Sydney in ’83 worldcon
bids) to its historical media collection, and in a few months VHS tapes will
be available for $10.50A plus carriage. Enquiries to Mark Loney, PO Box
181, Campbell, ACT 2612, Australia. [ASFB]
More Medical Gloom. Actor Dave Prowse lost the use of his arm while in
Germany last week, and the unexplained paralysis has spread to his back.
He’s in hospital in Croydon. Not a stroke, doctors say. [MS]
C.o.A. Jane Carnall is moving back from Reading to Edinburgh: COA soon.
Andrew Seaman & BSFA Matrix, 2 Beechwood Court, 33A Thornsett Rd,
Kenwood, Sheffield, S7 1NB. Jim Trash, 25 Highfield, Tingley, Wakefield,
WF3 1LA: “I’m being evicted (what kind of country is this where they expect
you to actually PAY mortgage instalments) on 28 Feb so staying with my
mother until I’ve got another place to live.”
Small Press. A new Forgotten Futures CD-ROM is out from Marcus
Rowland, 22 Westbourne Pk Villas, London, W2 5EA. Cost £18. Besides
game scenarios, there’s a fat reference library of Victorian/Edwardian
scientific romances (shorts and novels) and weird retro-tech articles.
Editorial. It’s been a grim year so far; all the fannish support and sympathy
was much appreciated. Bruce Gillespie suggested: “You are allowed to put
Ansible off for a few months, you know. People won’t mind at all.” – but it
seems wiser to keep going. In other news, I’ve been a frightful John Sladek
bore of late as this book of his uncollected fiction takes shape with 21 Sladek
stories, 9 poems and playlets, 8 pseudonymous shorts, 11 Disch
collaborations (3 unpublished, sent at Tom Disch’s behest from the Yale
archive of his papers), and a handful of autobiographical fragments. I can’t
resist quoting e-mail from the great Tom Disch: “Thanks for a chance to see
the intro. My eyes are still moist with laughter. Lord, John was a funny guy!
And such titles. What contents pages he could boast! It all reads fine, I have
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no quibbles, and I’m pleased to be present at such a distinguished wake. I
hope I have the good luck someday to have so conscientious and quick-witted
a memorialist. Were there a heaven and were John in it he’d be raining down
suitable blessings, I doubt not. Thanks on his behalf, Tom Disch. • ps You
can use this as a blurb if you like! Waste not, want not.” You bet! Further
shameless plugs for Maps: The Uncollected Stories of John Sladek (from Big
Engine, Sep 2001, with luck) will no doubt follow.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Deep Cryogenics. “His dart throwers had been
sealed and ‘washed’ against snoopers, then maintained at minus 340° Kelvin
in a radiation bath for five SY to make them proof against snoopers.” (Frank
Herbert, Heretics of Dune, 1984) [BA]
• Dept of Eyeballs in the Library. “She was spellbound. She took a few paces
within, her amber eyes clambering up library steps, sliding along polished
shelves housing neatly ranged books within a mellow wood gallery then
down the stairs on the opposite side of the room.” (Mary Brendan, The Silver
Squire) [PS]
• Dept of Anatomy. “I felt my molars reach for each other.” (Kathy Reichs,
Death du Jour, 1999)
• “Collapsing in her chair, she felt her buttocks slide into the hole.” (Nancy
Taylor Rosenberg, Interest of Justice, 1993) [PB]

Endnotes
Sympathy to Steve Gallagher and Simon R. Green, who lost their fathers on
New Year’s Eve and 19 February. As Steve put it, “I’m now part of that
lousy grown-up club that none of us wants to be in but we all get to join.”
Ansible 164 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2001. Thanks to Australian SF
Bullsheet, Paul Barnett, John Boston, The Devniad, Steve Jones, Paul
Kincaid, David Klaus, Publisher’s Lunch, Harry Payne, Martin Sketchley,
Colin Smythe, Philippa Sutton, Peter Wareham, and Hero Distributors: Mark
Plummer (London), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, Alan Stewart (Oz). 1 Mar 01.
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Famous US cyberbullies Fandom Inc. – owners of the
commercial Fandom.com web site, perpetrators of untruths about having
successfully trademarked the word “fandom”, and litigious harassers of
innocently named sites like Fandom.tv – effectively went bust on 31 March,
with investors pulling out despite desperate economies. [JC] Various
sympathetic fan pundits commented: “Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha.” Acquired
subsidiaries like the profit-oriented Creation cons are now on their own
again. [AM] See also Random Fandom below.
THE CURSE OF FANDOM.

Remember Thor Five!
Peter Firmin, the artist who worked with Oliver Postgate on Noggin the
Nog, The Clangers, Bagpuss et al, supports a charity aimed at opening the
disused Canterbury-Whitstable railway line as a footpath. For a £10
(minimum) donation he’ll do you a quick autographed sketch of your
favourite Firmin/Postgate character. Cheques to Crab and Winkle Line Trust,
c/o The Oldie, 45-46 Poland St, London, W1F 7NA.
David Redd, celebrated sf fan and pro of Haverfordwest, was in two
successive March outbreaks of TV’s Who Wants to be a Millionaire? quiz
show. David Pringle reports: “He went away with £16,000 – not bad, but
we’d all kind of hoped for better from a great sf mind.” Hardly fair to afflict
such a mind with numbing questions about tennis players.
Michael Swanwick is crushed: “My chances of someday being recognized as
Philadelphia’s leading science fiction writer were bitterly dashed when
Samuel R. Delany accepted a post at Temple University, where he will be
teaching three days a week. Now the best I can hope for is that someday I
34

will be Philadelphia’s leading science fiction writer on Thursdays, Fridays,
and weekends. As part of the package Temple used to lure Chip to Philly, he
was given tenure his first day there.”
J.R.R. Tolkien placed eighth (just below Andy Warhol, just above Frank
Sinatra) in a Forbes “cemetery rich list” of stupendous posthumous earners,
with takings of £4.8 million in 2000. But Dr Seuss and Charles Schulz are
doing rather better, at fourth and second place respectively: “Books do not
pay, unless you write for children.” (Times, 14 Mar) [MP]
Jane Yolen won a 2001 Christopher Medal (presented by a Catholic group
called the Christophers, for books, movies and TV shows that “raise the
human spirit”) for her book How Do Dinosaurs Say Goodnight?

Contumax
13-16 Apr • Paragon (Eastercon), Hanover International Hotel, Hinckley,
Leicestershire. GoH Michael Scott Rohan, Stephen Baxter, Lisanne Norman,
Mark Plummer, Claire Brialey. £45 at the door (£15 Fri or Mon, £20 Sat or
Sun), reduced rates for ages 5-16, under-5s free. Contact 379 Myrtle Rd,
Sheffield, S2 3HQ. 0114 281 1572.
25 Apr • BSFA Open Meeting, The Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London
EC2. 7pm on, fans present from 5pm. With a guest, probably.
6 May • Fantasy Fair 11, Cresset Exhibition Centre, Bretton, Peterborough.
Contact 5 Arran Close, Holmes Chapel, Crewe, CW4 7QP.
19 May • 2001: A Space Odyssey Event, Science Museum, London.
Organized by Pat Cadigan. Ends with Clarke Award presentation.
23 May • BSFA Open Meeting as above, with Alastair Reynolds.
25-7 May • Eclectic 21 (multimedia), Holiday Inn, Leicester. £50 reg, £35
under-18s; day rates £30 and £25. Cheques to Bats 2000 Ltd. Contact 47
Bennetts Ct, Bristol, BS37 4XH.
25-27 May • Seccond (Seccon 2): De Vere Hotel, Swindon. £25 reg to
extended date 15 May; £30 at door or £12/day (£6 after 6pm). Cheques to
“Seccon”, 19 Hill Court, Cheltenham, Glos, GL52 3JJ.
6-8 Jul • Nexus 2001 (media), Jarvis International Hotel, Bristol. £48.00 reg,
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£24.50 child, rising after 8 Jun. Contact 280 Southmead Rd, Westbury-onTrym, Bristol, BS10 5EN.
13-20 Oct • Milford (UK) Writers’ Conference, near Torquay. £15 reg,
£220 accommodation inc all meals. Published writers only. Contact Top Flat,
8 Bedford St, Kemp Town, Brighton, BN2 1AN.
21-23 Feb 03 • Redemption (B5/B7), Ashford International Hotel, Ashford,
Kent. £40 reg, £15 child (£42/£16 credit card); day £30/£10 (card £31/£11).
Contact 26 King’s Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
Rumblings. • ConJosé (Worldcon 2002) will present a special extra Hugo
award – as allowed by the WSFS Constitution – for Best Web Site. Ansible’s
site will nevertheless remain resolutely tatty and unexciting. Conjosé also has
a Ferdinand Feghoot art contest, for best picture of its virtual GoH: enquiries
to Feghoot Contest, ConJosé, PO Box 61363, Sunnyvale, CA 94088-4128,
USA. Deadline 2 Apr 02. Prize(s) TBA.

Infinitely Improbable
The Honour System. SFWA’s naming of Robert Sheckley as their 2001
“Author Emeritus” caused some stir. Invented in 1995 as an old-age prize for
Emil Petaja, the title unfortunately suggests failure to meet Grand Master
standards. David G. Hartwell: “There are present Grand Masters who have
contributed less [than Sheckley], and only a few who have contributed more
to SF in the last sixty years. The present fashion is to ignore the contributions
of a writer unless they are novels, and that is a disaster and a betrayal of the
history of SF achievement in the 20th century.” John Clute: “It may be that
the savants (whom God downsize) of SFWA think that ‘emeritus’ is the
superlative of ‘meritorious,’ which it absolutely is not. To the general public,
on the other hand, correctly, ‘emeritus’ means something like ‘retired or
discharged from duty, but retained on the rolls of those still working as an
honorific’. To apply the term to a working writer is quite astonishingly
insulting, and implies that SFWA deems the awardee not to have written
work of merit for a very considerable time – it also implies that SFWA lacks
the courage to say so. The award is therefore utterly meretricious, and no live
person who has published within the previous decade and/or is publishing
today should ever be smeared by its bestowal.”
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R.I.P. R. Chetwynd-Hayes (1919-2001), British supernatural fiction writer
and anthologist, died of bronchial pneumonia on 20 March. Steve Jones
writes: “He was 81, and since early 2000 had been living in a care home in
Teddington, South London. For more than thirty years, Chetwynd-Hayes
steadily turned out over 200 short stories and more than a dozen novels, and
at one time his collections of ghost stories and humorous horror filled the
shelves of nearly every public library in the United Kingdom. [...] In 1989 R.
Chetwynd-Hayes was presented with Life Achievement Awards by both The
British Fantasy Society and The Horror Writers of America for his services to
the genre. [...] Almost singlehandedly he kept alive the tradition of the
typically British ghost story for another generation.”
• Daniel Counihan (1917-2001), journalist, radio reporter 1940s-1970s, and
author of the children’s fantasy Unicorn Magic (1953), died on 25 March.
His daughters Liz and Deirdre are editor and art editor of the Brighton-based
sf/fantasy/gothic magazine Scheherazade.
• Jenna Felice (1976-2001) of Tor died on 10 March, aged 25. Patrick
Nielsen Hayden wrote: “She was a editor at Tor Books and associate editor of
Century magazine. She was my friend; she was many people’s friend. She
never came out of the coma she went into last Sunday, following an asthma
attack and some kind of overwhelming and sudden allergic reaction. She died
this afternoon. She had been working at Tor – first as a teenaged intern, then
as my assistant, then as an editor in her own right – for nearly ten years. We
will miss her terribly.”
• Adrian Henri (1932-2000) died on 20 December. Steve Sneyd explains the
sf link: “Liverpool scene poet/artist, source of title of seminal sf-poetry
anthology Holding Your Eight Hands [ed. Edward Lucie-Smith, 1969], taken
from his minisequence ‘Four Love Poems for Ray Bradbury’ in that
anthology.”
Tiptree Award for gender-bending sf: Wild Life by Molly Gloss.
The Man Who Counts. Joe McNally, connoisseur of weirdness, has found a
web site campaigning to have Britain apologize for all colonial atrocities
since 1560. Protestors are urged to e-mail “the one man who can change
everything. [...] What one man? Who can have so much power and influence
at his fingertips? Tony Blair?
• Nope. J. Michael Straczynski. Creator of Babylon 5. Current writer on The
Amazing Spider-Man.
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• Beyond his foul, foul, foul, foul decision to further fuck up the origins of
Spider-Man, we hold J. Michael Straczynski responsible for not properly
wielding his influence over the science fiction and fantasy communities of
the UK, which a glance at any of the last 15 pages of any copy of The
Fortean Times will show to be absolute. He’s a man in power! He should do
something! But the swine never listen; they never do anything. They don’t do
a god damned thing.” Dearie me.
Publishers and Sinners. Lawrence Person announced the sale of his fanzine
Nova Express to Warren Lapine’s mighty DNA Publications (Absolute
Magnitude, SF Chronicle, etc), but later revealed this to be a side-splitting
April Fool jest. How we all roared. • Eileen Gunn’s news of her sf webzine
(“ready to go since November”) was real, alas: “The Infinite Matrix has
finally succumbed to protracted cash starvation.”
2001 Faan Awards. 40-45 ballots cast. BEST FANZINE Idea ed. Geri Sullivan.
FANWRITER Victor Gonzalez. FAN ARTIST Steve Stiles. NEW FANZINE FAN Sheila
Lightsey. LETTERHACK Robert Lichtman. NO.1 FAN FACE: an initial
Gonzalez/Lichtman tie; 2nd/3rd place vote tally awaited. [LB]
Outraged Letters. “GARDNER DOZOIS CAN’T KEEP PUSSY would be a better
sum-up of my dating life ...” was the great man’s response to his A164
headline. And that photo of his slim, youthful self? “As far as the ‘recruiting
poster’ goes, it was actually a recruiting ad, a photograph, placed in a military
newspaper I was helping to run at the time. I still have a copy of it, and will
produce it at Worldcon this year if I receive suitable amounts of money as
bribes in the meantime.”
• But Michael Swanwick has already seen it: “The photo shows him staring
straight forward, with a haunted expression, holding a blanket to his cheek
and sucking his thumb, under the slogan THE ARMY – YOUR KEY TO SECURITY!
He designed it himself.”
• Farah Mendlesohn did indeed marry Edward James, but her mind is on
higher things: “The wedding was huge fun. And if you want a more academic
piece of gossip, Edward and I have been asked to edit the Cambridge
Companion to Science Fiction. Respectability creeps on apace.”
• Steve Sneyd muses on Topic A: “Foot & mouth carryon so ‘Brit cosy
disasteresque’ makes me wonder if retro-contact with John Lymington rules
MAFF OK.”
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Nebulas. NOVEL Darwin’s Radio, Greg Bear; A Civil Campaign, Lois
McMaster Bujold; Midnight Robber, Nalo Hopkinson; Crescent City
Rhapsody, Kathleen Ann Goonan; Infinity Beach, Jack McDevitt; Forests of
the Heart, Charles de Lint.
• NOVELLA “Fortitude”, Andy Duncan (Realms of Fantasy 7/99); “Ninety
Percent of Everything”, Jonathan Lethem, James Patrick Kelly & John Kessel
(F&SF 9/99); “Hunting the Snark”, Mike Resnick (Asimov’s 12/99);
“Crocodile Rock”, Lucius Shepard (F&SF 10/99); “Argonautica”, Walter Jon
Williams (Asimov’s 10/99); “Goddesses”, Linda Nagata (SciFi.com, 7/00).
• NOVELETTE “Daddy’s World”, Walter Jon Williams (Not of Woman Born
3/99); “Stellar Harvest”, Eleanor Arnason (Asimov’s 4/99); “A Knight of
Ghosts and Shadows”, Gardner Dozois (Asimov’s 10/99); “How the Highland
People Came To Be”, Bruce Holland Rogers (Realms of Fantasy 8/99); “A
Day’s Work On the Moon”, Mike Moscoe (Analog 7/00); “Generation Gap”,
Stanley Schmidt (Artemis, Spring 00); “Jack Daw’s Pack”, Greer Gilman
(Century 5).
• SHORT “macs”, Terry Bisson (F&SF 10/99); “Scherzo With Tyrannosaur”,
Michael Swanwick (Asimov’s 7/99); “You Wandered Off Like a Foolish
Child To Break Your Heart and Mine”, Pat York (Silver Birch, Blood Moon);
“The Golem, Severna Park” (Black Heart, Ivory Bones); “The Fantasy
Writer’s Assistant”, Jeffrey Ford (F&SF 2/00); “Flying Over Water”, Ellen
Klages (Lady Churchill’s Rosebud Wristlet 7).
• SCRIPT Galaxy Quest, Being John Malkovich, The Green Mile, Dogma,
Princess Mononoke, Unbreakable.
Statistics Corner. It is of great importance to the future of sf conventions
that by the year 2010 – according to Dr Vernon Coleman’s extrapolation
from current figures in Strange But True (Blue Books) – “one out of every
three people will be an Elvis impersonator.” [SS]
Random Fandom. Carol Burrell of Fandom.tv owes $1,500 in legal fees
thanks to Fandom Inc. (see lead item). Sympathetic fans are welcome to send
a few dollars to her ByrenLee Press, PO Box 4366, Austin, TX 78765, USA.
Surplus, if any, to charity.
• Lilian Edwards was job-hunting in Seattle just after the quake: “The
Saturday Vanguard party was all ‘where were you when the earthquake hit?’
stories – it will obviously be their ‘death of Princess Di’ story for some time.
Randy Byers was full of existential timor mortis but most of the others
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seemed post-post-traumatic enough to go back to discussing baseball scores.
Apparently the main casualty is the mighty Amazon.com HQ (a pre
earthquake proofed building) which seemed a nicely ironic metaphor for the
bursting of the dot com bubble.”
• Yvonne Rousseau remarks on Aussie artist Nick Stathopoulos’s perverse
habit of illicitly drawing on $5A bills to turn the Queen into a Vulcan or
Klingon: “Such scenes of lèse-majesté will gradually cease to occur. Having
swapped the image of Caroline Chisholm (on the first Australian five-dollar
note, issued in May 1967) for Queen Elizabeth II (in July 1992), the Reserve
Bank has now ditched the Queen on the fiver in order to honour an sf writer:
Catherine Helen Spence, not only a protector of the orphan and the SouthAustralian poor, but also the author of the splendid sf novel Handfasted
(1879: first published, 1984) and of the lesser A Week in the Future (1888).”
• Elizabeth Willey reported another eccentric lifestyle: “[Paul] Bowles’s
expressed wish was to be buried among the cats and dogs at the pet cemetery
in Tangier, where he spent most of his life.” (Authors Guild Bulletin, Winter
2001)
Fanfundery. Janice Gelb’s 1999 DUFF report Janice’s Adventures in DownUnderland is now available from her: $6.50 inc postage to 1070 Mercedes
Ave #2, Los Altos, CA 94022, USA, or $5 in person. A British edition is
likely to be published not a million miles from Croydon.
SF Foundation. The SFF collection at Liverpool has acquired John
Brunner’s Hugo and other award trophies, left to the SFF in his will, and also
John Sladek’s unique, hand-made gamebook The Lost Nose. In superfluously
technological circles, plans are afoot to reproduce The Lost Nose as an
interactive CD-ROM with full colour and graphics; Big Engine is doing the
text only as a promotional leaflet for Eastercon, available for SAE (PO Box
185, Abingdon, OX14 1GR) while stocks last.
Twenty Years Ago. Avedon Carol exclusively confided “my friend Fritz’s
handy tip on how to tell a good Norman Spinrad book from a bad one. Fritz
says that if it has one of his lousy cock-sucking scenes in it, it’s gonna be a
bad one. I must say, Norman does have an amazing facility for writing a bad
cock-sucking scene.” (Ansible 17, April 1981)
Fractured Fans. Robert Lichtman slipped in mud and suffered a triple
fracture of his right ankle on 25 February: “I wasn’t chewing gum,” he stated.
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Marion Pitman broke her right wrist falling off a mountain bike in New
Zealand, and is now back in Britain. Get well soon, both.
Grand Langford Tour 2001! I was boggled by the string-pulling ability of
Finnish fandom when their London embassy invited me on an all-expensespaid trip to the Jyväskylä Festival in mid-July ... which just happens to
contain within itself the national Finncon. Whoopee! Everyone is now
warning me about Finland’s killer mosquitoes, with only Irma Hirsjärvi
offering kindly reassurance: “Mosquitoes vary from the size of Jupiter to
Pluto, but in urban conditions we rarely see them, they are much too big to
fly between the houses.” • Meanwhile the US “Foundation for the Future”
wanted “Dr David Langford” to fly to Seattle in August 2001 for four days of
gruelling 25-person seminars about “issues that may have an impact on
humanity’s future.” Naturally I guessed they must have the wrong Langford,
but no, they really were after the co-author of that mercifully forgotten work
of futurology The Third Millennium (1985, with Brian Stableford). Since I
deafly have enough trouble coping with even small sf convention panels, I
came over all selfless and urged the Foundation to ask Brian instead.
Small Press. Light’s List 2001: brief listings of 1450+ small press mags. 16th
ed; worldwide coverage; English-language publications only. £2 from John
Light, 37 The Meadows, Berwick upon Tweed, TD15 1NY. • Ben Jeapes
complains that advance copies of Big Engine’s first book were wrongly
trimmed, reducing the engine logo atop the cover to a bare set of wheels. We
must at all costs resist the nickname Big Bogey.
C.o.A. Jane Carnall, 4/7 New Orchardfield, Leith Walk, Edinburgh, EH6
5ES. Ron Clarke, PO Box 746, Bankstown, NSW 1885, Australia. Del Cotter
(from mid-April), 15a Derby St, Reading, Berkshire.
25 Years Ago. The first ever solo Langford fanzine Twll-Ddu made its
appearance in April 1976, and is carefully not being quoted here.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of the Uncensored. “The Time Lord stopped,
though horror was fisting his soul ...” (Mick Lewis, Dr Who: Rags, 2001)
[GH]
• “And if she sat still she imagined she could feel meat growing, shoving up
beneath her boyish nipples.” (Joe Haldeman, Worlds, 1981) [DC]
• Dept of Experimental Physics. “His quick-thinking brain told him that, with
a slight adjustment of his atomic ‘sprayer’, and used in the close proximity of
41

the water, which had great density, judging by its appearance, he stood a
chance of turning the atoms making up Peters, Van and the rest, into a
genuine atomic cloud. If that cloud rose to the surface of the hole, and his
sprayer still operated, he should be able, with a final shot into the centre of
the cloud, reverse the process because of the absence of water, and
reconstitute his friends into their normal shapes. Their atoms, in other words,
would be drawn together again to make them into human beings.” (Terence
Haile, Galaxies Ahead, Digit 1963)
• “‘What is this?’ he yelled defiantly at the strange vessel. ‘How dare you
attack someone who is over a million years old?’” (Ibid.)

Endnotes
Mike Glicksohn, Canadian fan of stupendous fame and antiquity, hopes to
manifest himself at the regular London pub meeting on 2 August 2001. Auld
acquaintances please note. Directions at ...
http://news.ansible.co.uk/london.html
Ansible 165 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2001. Thanks to Lenny Bailes, Jane
Carnall, Dave Clark, Deirdre Counihan, Guy Haley, Andrew Murdoch, Mark
Powlson, Steve Sneyd, and our Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group
News), Mark Plummer (London), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, Alan Stewart
(Thyme, Australia). 5 Apr 01.
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Ansible 166, May 2001
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
ISSN 0265-9816. E-mail ansible@cix.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. Logo: Dan
Steffan. Chocolate covered triffid: Sue Mason. Available for SAE, or
Limestone Islands in the Sky.
Despite advance worries about a hotel on a remote motorway
junction surrounded by foot-and-mouth quarantine, the 2001 UK Eastercon
seemed rather successful. The sheer weirdness of the Hanover Hotel helped,
with its window displays of extraordinary kitsch (“Have you seen the
garrotted baby, the sperm balloons, the Marilyn Monroe with a rooster on her
head?” – Cheryl Morgan) and oddities like the mirror-ceilinged lobby with a
statue of Poseidon to whose mighty trident fans surreptitiously affixed a giant
slice of toast. (We name no names, but Chris Bell looked as if she knew
something.) David B. Wake confirms that the programme’s highlight was the
dramatic extravaganza 20:01 – A Sunday Odyssey, written by and starring
David B. Wake, and cruelly renamed 20:25 after a few technical hitches; the
mind reeled at dancing monoliths and a final dystopian vision of the actormanager himself clad only in a vast nappy. Ansible spent too much time in
the bar but also enjoyed the fan room, masterminded by a singularly genial
Greg Pickersgill and deeply littered with arcane fannish memorabilia. One
amusing vignette was D. West’s stern refusal even to smile as others roared
at the slide show of hideous past embarrassments presented by fan guests
Claire Brialey and Mark Plummer. To the alarm of GoH Stephen M. Baxter,
a debate about how future fan rooms might be presented led to my memorychallenged suggestion that they should be dedicated to “The Stephen R.
Baxter Appreciation Society”, with us devoted “Baxies” wearing glowing
blue rings of exotic matter on our foreheads.
PARAGON.

Steve later reported from this parallel continuum: “I was moved to be present
at the birth of the Stephen R. Baxter Appreciation Society. Speaking to me
through his exotic-matter-encrusted ringpiece, the great man wishes to
commend his followers for their obeisance, notes that the universe he inhabits
remains a warm and fluffy place, assures us that the stump is healing nicely,
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thank you, and urges us always to remember: In Case Of Emergency, Break
Laws Of Physics.”
Other guests Mike Scott Rohan and Lisanne Norman somehow managed to
escape hideous Langford gaffes; Mike deliriously babbled, “They gave me an
executive suite – two loos, a PC in the living room and three rubber ducks in
the bath. Suddenly I understood Howard Hughes a little better....”
The Usual Awards were presented. BSFA: NOVEL Mary Gentle, Ash: A
Secret History; SHORT Peter F. Hamilton, “The Suspect Genome” (Interzone
156); ARTWORK Dominic Harman, Hideaway (IZ 157). Doc Weir: Noel
Collyer, ingeniously lured from the bar by claims that police wanted to
interrogate him. Richard Evans Memorial Award for writers whose critical
acclaim drowns out the feeble tinkling of the cash register: Gwyneth Jones.
Paper Tiger art show award: Jay Hurst.
Best personal egoboo: signing my first copies of the reissued The Leaky
Establishment (Introduction By Terry Pratchett), rushed to Paragon by
splendid Ben Jeapes of Big Engine. Best forgotten: four days of the identical
hotel cheap-food menu, cheap beyond all possible cheapness, and tasting that
way too. • Total body count: 814 at last report. Lots of thanks to Paragon’s
hard-working committee. Something tells me the Eastercon may return one
day to the Hanover Hotel.

Secret Places and Mean Men
Peter F. Hamilton was rapidly informed of his BSFA award: “Eric Brown
who kindly picked it up for me thought this was important enough for me to
be told without delay. My apologies to Eric for sounding less than gracious
when the phone went at 11:30 that night, while I was still on my
honeymoon.”
Michael Moorcock, as always, provided Astral Knowledge and True Facts:
“Re Finnish mosquitoes. Many years ago if you had been crossing the Arctic
tundra up where Finland and Sweden meet, you would have seen a man who
appeared to be made entirely of mosquitoes. I, too, Langford, made light of
the Finnish mosquito. It is the only part of the world where they sell mosquito
guns. They are two gauges up from elephant guns. I climbed Portafjellet, the
highest local mountain, simply in order to get away from the mosquitoes.
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This is true. The last mosquito tried to make it up to the altitude to follow me
– and failed. I had the considerable pleasure of sitting two thirds of the way
up a glacier, creaking with water running under it, and watching the last
mosquito make a brave attempt to reach me. It fell back. And then all I had to
worry about was getting home to London.”
Philip Pullman “was named the British Booksellers Association’s Author of
the Year, prevailing over J.K. Rowling, Jamie Oliver, Ian Rankin, Joanne
Harris, and Jacqueline Wilson.” (Bookseller) [PL]
Anthony Roberts is suing Turner Prize nominee Glenn Brown for basing
The Loves of Shepherds 2000 on AR’s 1974 cover art for Double Star. Chris
Foss has a similar complaint about Brown “appropriating” his cover design
for Diary of a Spaceperson (1990). A Tate spokesman had compared
Brown’s approach to “Constable looking at a piece of summer landscape”
(i.e., sf book-jacket illustrations are environment, not Art).

Confest
To 3 June • Dan Dare Display, Croydon Clocktower, with spaceship models
and replica of Frank Hampson’s studio. Info 0208 253 1030.
6 May • Fantasy Fair 11, Cresset Exhibition Centre, Bretton, Peterborough.
Contact 5 Arran Close, Holmes Chapel, Crewe, CW4 7QP.
19 May • 2001: A Space Odyssey Event, Science Museum. Organized by Pat
Cadigan. A day of wall-to-wall Pat (plus trace elements of ACC) ending with
the invitation-only Clarke Award presentation.
23 May • BSFA Open Meeting, The Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London
EC2. 7pm on, fans present from 5pm. With Alastair Reynolds.
25-7 May • Eclectic 21 (multimedia), Holiday Inn, Leicester. £50 reg, £35
under-18s; day rates £30 and £25. Cheques to Bats 2000 Ltd. Contact 47
Bennetts Ct, Bristol, BS37 4XH.
25-27 May • Seccond (Seccon 2): De Vere Hotel, Swindon. £25 reg to
extended date 15 May; £30 at door or £12/day (£6 after 6pm). Cheques to
“Seccon”, 19 Hill Court, Cheltenham, Glos, GL52 3JJ.
14-16 Sep • Cavalcade (costuming), Whitby Spa Pavilion, Whitby, N. Yorks.
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£27.50 reg; £30 from 31 May; £35 at door. Contact Chandlers House, Green
Lane, Whitby, N. Yorks, YO22 4EU. 01947 821711.
23 Sep • British Fantasy Society 30th Birthday Bash (instead of
Fantasycon), Champagne Charlies, 17 The Arches, Villiers St, London,
WC2N 4NN. 9am-late. GoH Hugh Lamb, Simon Clark. £15 reg, £10 for BFS
members booking in advance: cheques to Fantasycon. Contact Beech House,
Chapel Lane, Moulton, Cheshire, CW9 8PQ.
5-7 Oct • Animecon UK, Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool. GoH Gilles Poitras,
Helen McCarthy. £30 reg to 30 Jun, £35 to 30 Sep, £40 at door. Contact PO
Box 30564, London, SW16 1WZ.
9-11 Nov, Armadacon, Copthorne Hotel, Plymouth. GoH Tom Holt; more
TBA. £27 reg to 1 Sep; £18 Sat only, £12 Sun. Contact 4 Gleneagle Ave,
Mannamead, Plymouth, PL3 5HL. 01752 252827.
9-11 Nov, Novacon, Quality Hotel, Bentley, Walsall. GoH Gwyneth Jones.
Now £35 reg to 27 Oct, £40 at door. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2
3HQ.
8-10 Mar 02 • MeCoN V, Senior Common Room, Queen’s University of
Belfast. Guests TBA. Contact 30 Bendigo St, Belfast BT6 8GD.
29 Mar - 1 Apr 02 • Helicon 2 (Eastercon), Hotel de France, Jersey. Now £35
reg, £18 supp/junior. Contact 33 Meyrick Drive, Wash Common, Newbury,
Berks, RG14 6SY.
18-21 Apr 03 • Seacon ’03 (Eastercon), somewhere: Harrogate, Scarborough
and Birmingham are reportedly under investigation. £25 reg (£15 supp) to 1
Nov. Official postal address still awaited.
Rumblings. UK in 2005. The bid newsletter at Paragon reported 960 paid-up
supporters, 690 of them North American and 96 UK....

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. “Science fiction is a part of the Communist plan to
dominate Western culture. Queen Elizabeth herself has been known to pen
‘sci-fi’ under a pseudonym.” – Lyndon LaRouche (ES 6 Apr). [MB]
R.I.P. Harry Secombe (1921-2001), the inimitable Neddy Seagoon of BBC
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Radio’s much-loved The Goon Show, died on 11 April. [HO] He was 79.
• Beatrice Straight (1916-2001), US character actress who played the
paranormal investigator in Poltergeist (1982), has died aged 86. [DK]
• Pierre Versins (1923-2001), French sf author and scholar, died on 19 April
aged 78. Pierre-Paul Durastanti writes: “Writer, faneditor, critic, and author
of the Encyclopedie des Voyages Extraordinaires, de l’Utopie et de la
Science Fiction (special Worldcon award, 1973), he died peacefully in his
sleep in Avignon, France – his home town, to which he’d returned after living
long years in Switzerland, where he founded the SF museum La Maison
d’Ailleurs.”
• “Judy Watson, wife of Ian Watson, died at home on Easter Saturday
morning of heart failure due to a sudden overwhelming infectious
exacerbation of emphysema from which she suffered progressively for the
past few years. She bequeathed her body to the Department of Human
Anatomy of the University of Oxford.” (Ian Watson, to whom all sympathy.)
More Awards. Nebulas: NOVEL Darwin’s Radio, Greg Bear. NOVELLA
“Goddesses”, Linda Nagata. NOVELETTE “Daddy’s World”, Walter Jon
Williams. SHORT “macs”, Terry Bisson. SCRIPT Galaxy Quest. Already
announced: GRAND MASTER Philip José Farmer. AUTHOR EMERITUS (i.e.
“retired”, a flagrant lie) Robert Sheckley.
• Philip K. Dick Award: Michael Marshall Smith’s Only Forward (1994) won
as best original sf paperback published in the USA in 2000.
• The Cordwainer Smith Rediscovery Award is to be an “annual literary
award for forgotten SF classics”, chosen by a jury which can also honour
worthy contemporary writers.
Outraged Letters. Everyone pointed out that SFWA’s “Author Emeritus”
was instituted in 1995, not 2000; doctors blame Ansible editorial brain death.
Lawrence Watt-Evans (not officially speaking for SFWA) clarified: “It isn’t
an award. Or at least it wasn’t meant to be. The idea was to find someone
who had been prominent in the field once but is no longer, and let him know
that he isn’t forgotten. It wasn’t meant to be a second-string award for people
not good enough to be Grand Masters; I think most of us would consider that
tacky, to say the least.
• Robert Sheckley is absolutely and unquestionably a completely
inappropriate choice. Many of us in SFWA know this and are severely
unhappy at his selection.”
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• Guy Haley of SFX is used to the title being read as SEX (an error often
artfully encouraged by cover design): “Now things have taken a more sinister
turn. The real world is impinging on our sci-fi paradise. Over the last 3
months we have had half a dozen letters from Ghanian men and women
wishing to advertise themselves for sex/marriage. These people are clearly
desperate – one woman wrote that she is using some awful cream to make her
white and listed her number one hobby as ‘lovemaking’.”
• Mike Woods of Frontiers (Waterstone’s sf webzine) reassures: “Don’t
believe what you may read in the Bookseller or Times business pages about
us disappearing.”
Hugo Nominations. NOVEL (381 ballots) A Storm of Swords by George R.R.
Martin, Calculating God by Robert J. Sawyer, Harry Potter and the Goblet of
Fire by J.K. Rowling, Midnight Robber by Nalo Hopkinson, The Sky Road
by Ken MacLeod.
• NOVELLA (229, 6 nominees owing to tie) “A Roll of the Dice” by Catherine
Asaro (Analog 7/00), “Oracle” by Greg Egan (Asimov’s 7/00), “Radiant
Green Star” by Lucius Shepard (Asimov’s 8/00), “Seventy-Two Letters” by
Ted Chiang (Vanishing Acts), “The Retrieval Artist” by Kristine Kathryn
Rusch (Analog 6/00), “The Ultimate Earth” by Jack Williamson (Analog
12/00).
• NOVELETTE (237) “Agape Among the Robots” by Allen Steele (Analog
5/00), “Generation Gap” by Stanley Schmidt (Artemis Spring 00),
“Millennium Babies” by Kristine Kathryn Rusch (Asimov’s 1/00), “On the
Orion Line” by Stephen Baxter (Asimov’s 10/00), “Redchapel” by Mike
Resnick (Asimov’s 12/00).
• SHORT (295) “Different Kinds of Darkness” by David Langford (F&SF
1/00), “Kaddish for the Last Survivor” by Michael A. Burstein (Analog
11/00), “Moon Dogs” by Michael Swanwick (Moon Dogs), “The Elephants
on Neptune” by Mike Resnick (Asimov’s 5/00), “The Gravity Mine” by
Stephen Baxter (Asimov’s 4/00). (Gosh wow!)
• RELATED BOOK (213) Concordance to Cordwainer Smith, 3rd Ed by
Anthony R. Lewis, Greetings from Earth: The Art of Bob Eggleton by Bob
Eggleton & Nigel Suckling, Putting It Together: Turning Sow’s Ear Drafts
Into Silk Purse Stories by Mike Resnick, Robert A. Heinlein: A Reader’s
Companion by James Gifford, Terry Pratchett: Guilty of Literature ed.
Andrew M. Butler, Edward James & Farah Mendlesohn.
• DRAMATIC (279) Chicken Run; Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon; Frank
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Herbert’s Dune; Frequency; X-Men.
• PRO EDITOR (288) Ellen Datlow, Gardner Dozois, David G. Hartwell,
Stanley Schmidt, Gordon Van Gelder.
• PRO ARTIST (246) Jim Burns, Bob Eggleton, Frank Kelly Freas, Donato
Giancola, Michael Whelan.
• SEMIPROZINE (241) Interzone, Locus, New York Review of SF, SF Chronicle,
Speculations.
• FANZINE (194) Challenger, File 770, Mimosa, Plokta, Stet. (Haha! Ansible
escapes the karmic wheel at last.)
• FAN WRITER (201) Bob Devney, Mike Glyer, Dave Langford, Evelyn C.
Leeper, Steven H Silver.
• FAN ARTIST (127) Sheryl Birkhead, Brad Foster, Teddy Harvia, Sue Mason,
Taral Wayne.
• JOHN W. CAMPBELL AWARD (201) James L. Cambias, Thomas Harlan,
Douglas Smith, Kristine Smith, Jo Walton.
• PS: The 1999 The Sky Road appears thanks to an experimental rule change
allowing an extra year’s eligibility to works published outside the USA.
Steven Silver asked whether anyone had previously had a fiction and fan
nomination in the same year: Terry Carr just missed this, but I traced
someone who did it in 1970. My soul mate. Piers Anthony.
Happy Media. Terry Pratchett’s “Bromeliad” Trilogy (Truckers, Diggers
and Wings) has been sold to DreamWorks for a computer-generated feature
film from Andrew Adamson and Joe Stillman. [PL]
Random Fandom. Tom Anderson spotted an sf moment in Bridget Jones’
Diary (the movie): a phone call in which BJ insightfully describes Kafka’s
work as “positively Vonnegutesque”.
• Andy Croft & Sue Miller were married on 17 March in Portsmouth Registry
Office. Andy: “It was a light hearted event being the day after Red Nose Day
and for some strange reason the groom kept being seen in one ...”
• Cuddles thanks Paragon for noble support of Electrical Eggs UK disabledaccess efforts.
• John Foyster, working far from home in Kuala Lumpur, was alarmed on his
60th birthday (13 April) by the arrival of the awesome 72pp “Foystschrift”
festzine prepared for this momentous occasion by Yvonne Rousseau with the
aid of some 40 contributors.
• Chris Hill has escaped the curse of BSFA awards administration, which
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now passes to Tanya Brown.
• The Artist Formerly Known As Karen Pender-Gunn writes: “My new first
name is KRin (note the capitalized second initial).”
• Lee Smoire, utterly famous former US fan, was in the Australian “The
Weakest Link” on 19 April: “Her bio read 51, Health and Nutrition
Consultant from East Perth. She got one of her two questions right in the first
round; the one she missed was ‘What does fax stand for?’ She was then voted
off by six votes out of the nine.” [AS/ASFB]
Retro Hugo nominations for 1950 work are too voluminous to list, but here
are the novels: The Dying Earth by Jack Vance, Farmer in the Sky by Robert
A. Heinlein, First Lensman by E.E. Smith, Pebble in the Sky by Isaac
Asimov, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis.
Fanfundery. Janice Gelb’s 1999 DUFF trip report is available in the UK
from Mark Plummer, 14 Northway Rd, Croydon, Surrey, CR0 6JE. 40pp A4;
£3.50 inc p&p. Cheques to Mark; all proceeds to DUFF.
Small Press. Sirius Fiction critical chapbooks: Snake’s-hands, essays on
John Crowley, 63pp, $6 USA, $8 abroad; Cicerone Sinister, on Gene Wolfe’s
Fifth Head of Cerberus, and Peace Indexicon, on Wolfe’s Peace, each 32pp,
$5.50/$6.50. PO Box 628, Albany, CA 94706-0248, USA.
In Typo Veritas. Paper Tiger’s 2001 catalogue lists Ron Miller, co-editor of
their Chesley Bonestell book, as author of “the Hugo-nominated The Grand
Trout”. “A whole new genre within SF,” burbles Chris Murphy, “although
fishing stories are traditionally classified as fantasy.”
C.o.A. Mike Cheater, 11 Walmer Rd, Fratton, Portsmouth, Hants, PO1 5AS.
Kim Huett, 29/63 Pearson St, Holder, ACT 2611, Australia. Paul Treadaway,
22 York St, Cambridge, CB1 2PY. Peggy White has moved to sheltered
accommodation in Belfast and is sending personal COA letters to her
correspondents.
Hunt the Mutant! OED researcher Sue Surova seeks early uses of the words
“mutant” and “mutation” in the sf sense (abnormal features/abilities) rather
than the scientific one. Earliest so far found: “mutation in ‘The Man Who
Evolved’, Edmond Hamilton, 1931; mutant in ‘Niedbalski’s Mutant’,
Spencer Lane, Astounding, 5/38.” If you can do better, rush the fruits of your
erudition to bohinka@riconnect.com.
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Group Gropes. New sf pub meeting now launched in Nottingham: White
Hart, 29 Gregory St, Lenton; 8pm on first Wed each month.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Longevity. “‘Peters, we are over a million years
old!’ he announced quietly. ‘When we were caught up in that double-sun
explosion, we must have been carried along in its giddy orbit for over a
million years! We were kept alive simply because we were in an air-locked
compartment and did not do anything but sleep for most of the time, thus
conserving our energy and our bodies to allow us to behave now as if we
were normal men.’” (Terence Haile, Galaxies Ahead, 1963) [via BA]
• Dept of Geophysics. “I was now aware of the detailed history of Mu, from
its beginnings as a continent sucked from under the sea by a moon that
hovered over it, (revolving at the same speed as the earth’s rotation, so that it
appeared stationary) ...” (Colin Wilson, The Philosopher’s Stone, 1969)
• Dept of Nebula Winners. “Kaye could hardly stand sitting.” (Greg Bear,
Darwin’s Radio, 1999) [PV]

Endnotes
Naked Self-Promotion! My Hugo-shortlisted story “Different Kinds of
Darkness” appears on the F&SF web site at –
http://www.sfsite.com/fsf/fiction/dl01.htm [link no longer works]
This page has somehow lost all my italicization (“The internet ate those
italics.” – Gordon Van Gelder), but I hope they’ll fix this soon.
Guest Con Report: Mike Rohan
A GOH naturally develops a rather personal view of a con, especially if, as
here, he has not only had his ego massaged but shampooed and set. We were
the ones locked in a little room to decide the masquerade, overlooked by
strange hairy faces flattened against the glass door panel, like so much
William Hope Hodgson; we shamelessly wheeled and dealed over the art
award; we were pursued around labyrinthine corridors by hapless Green
Roomers bearing strange fluids, including the notorious pint of orange and
cider – a “blasphemous ichor” if ever there was one. (It was supposed to be
orange and soda.)
Actually I liked it a lot – the con, that is. The slightly weird atmosphere of the
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conference centre, a sort of mutant Pitcher Plant designed to lure in company
executives and digest their expense accounts, made it more closed than usual,
with less scope to overflow into nearby pubs, restaurants etc., creating a few
feeding problems. These were much relieved, though, by a transfusion of
bottled Theakston’s, and the statue of Poseidon (why?) holding up the
entrance rotunda was caught making extra toast on its trident, courtesy of
C***s B**l and others. But by the same token the place was comfortable,
and they gave me an executive suite – two loos, a PC in the living room and
three rubber ducks in the bath. Suddenly I understood Howard Hughes a little
better.
The programme was pretty good, from where I stood. I enjoyed the items I
wasn’t on; my interview nerves kicked in, starting me gabbling and Steve
Davies struggling to get the questions in. Desert Island Discs was enlivened,
if that’s the word, by poor Chris Southern increasingly wrestling the sound
system, Laocoon style. What of that? Steve and Lisanne were fun, and it was
good to meet new talents like Miller Lau. The fireworks, fortuitously backed
by sirens and flashing lights on the motorway, were spectacular, and in
several panels the audience was as interesting as the speakers. The bookroom
was rich in Jim White, James H. Schmitz and other essentials. I only regret I
didn’t get a go on the Terrifying Tricycle Trio. Thanks, Alice and the
Committee:
“It was a good guesting.”
Ansible 166 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2001. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Australian SF Bullsheet, John Bray (Official Ansible Chauffeur), Molly
Brown, Chris Hill, Ben Jeapes (Hero Publisher), Dan Kimmel, Hal O’Brien,
Terry Pratchett, Publisher’s Lunch, Gordon Van Gelder, Paul Vincent, and
our Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group News), Mark Plummer
(London), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, Alan Stewart (Thyme, Australia). 3
May 01.
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From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
ISSN 0265-9816. E-mail ansible@cix.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Sue Mason. Available for SAE or jynnan tonnyx,
chinanto/mnigs, tzjin-anthony-ks ...
In the words of a Science Museum security guard directing
Ian Watson to the toilet last year, the Clarke event on 19 May was at the far
end of Space. It had outgrown the usual lecture theatre and moved to the deep
blue yonder of the Wellcome Gallery, with a lightshow of messages and
graphics jittering along the far wall and even flashing underfoot. All six
nominees – Octavia Butler, Mary Gentle, Ken MacLeod, China Miéville,
Alastair Reynolds, Adam Roberts – came early for a crowded afternoon of
readings and panels hosted by the reportedly inept and much-heckled Dave
“Where do you get your ideas from?” Green (previously described by Pat
Cadigan as “very cool”). For the ceremony Sir Arthur himself manifested
through the miracle of video as a talking head against a background of his
own books, only patchily visible through the crowd since the display, though
quite large, was at floor level. After the usual speeches, and presenter La
Cadigan’s initial reluctance to open the envelope – “I’m sorry, I can’t do that,
Paul” – the newly increased £2001 cheque went to a grateful China Miéville
for Perdido Street Station. All thanks to administrator Paul Kincaid and the
Clarke family for heroic organization and copious plonk.
CLARKE AWARD.

Journey of the Sorcerer
Brian Aldiss brags: “Last week I popped down to Macedonia to receive the
‘Vision’ Award from the SF Centre of Macedonia, in the city of Veles. I’m
sorry to say this is the first award I have received this year.”
Margaret Atwood’s The Blind Assassin was shortlisted by the female jury of
the UK’s women-only Orange Prize. But there’s also a male jury which picks
its own shortlist, whinges in public about the women jurors’ “lily-livered
deference to dull or soppy books by big name writers” (Guardian), and calls
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The Blind Assassin an “overblown, inflated piece of sci-fi – probably the least
interesting book she had written.” [PL]
Pat Cadigan gained new honours: “in addition to being the Queen of
Cyberpunk™, I am now also, according to the June Wired magazine, a Sci Fi
Maverick. Unquote. The gratuitous use of the unfortunate ‘sci fi’ (obviously
for shock value) is tempered by my photograph, which is, of course,
gorgeous. You will want many copies, I’m sure. You dog.” On 16 July, fans
may personally explore Pat’s gorgeous borders: see below.
Terry Gilliam recently told a correspondent: “Tony [Grisoni] and I may
have actually finished a sufficiently good enough draft of Good Omens to
start moving forward with the business of making it.” [CS]
China Miéville, famous Socialist Alliance parliamentary candidate, joined
protesters at a Kensington & Chelsea council meeting (opposing Tory plans
to close a local day nursery) and was duly “pinned down by six cops with a
knee in my back”, handcuffed, and hauled bleeding from the council
chamber, before protesting parents and Labour councillors insisted on his
release. Suspicious-looking folk, these sf novelists. [LR] The Evening
Standard (4 Jun) subsequently called him “the sexiest man in politics” [JB],
but of course you have to consider the competition.
Bob Rickard of Fortean Times worries: “You may have heard we have been
sold, like pigs at market, to James Brown of IFG (ex editor of Loaded). No
one has told us much yet. Anxiety all round.”

Conocarp
9 Jun • Pangbourne Fête, Pangbourne Meadow, Berks, 12 noon on, with
“free firework display by the usual suspects at 22:30. All day bar, BBQ etc.”
writes representative usual suspect Martin Hoare.
27 Jun • BSFA Open Meeting, The Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London
EC1. 7pm on, fans present from 5pm. With Adam Roberts.
28 Jun - 1 Jul • A Celebration of British SF, Liverpool. GoH Brian Aldiss,
Stephen Baxter, John Clute, Nicola Griffith, Gwyneth Jones, Ken MacLeod.
£235 inc B&B, 3 lunches, 2 dinners; authors (with professional sales),
students or unwaged £177; £25 deposit. Day rate £50. Cheques to SF
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Foundation, 22 Addington Rd, Reading, RG1 5PT.
6-8 Jul • Nexus 2001 (media), Jarvis International Hotel, Bristol. New rates:
£51 full, £45 Fri+Sat, £46 Sat+Sun, £30 Fri, £32 Sat, £31 Sun. Contact 280
Southmead Rd, Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol, BS10 5EN.
16 Jul • Reading with La Diva Loca, Borders Books, Oxford St, London.
From circa 6:30pm. New Pat Cadigan-hosted sf reading and discussion
group, to be held thereafter on the 2nd Mon each month.
29 Aug - 2 Sep 02 • Conjosé (60th Worldcon), San José, California.
£96/$140 reg, rising to £112/$160 on 10 July. £25/$35 supp as before.
Contact PO Box 61363, Sunnyvale, CA 94088-1363, USA; British agents 52
Westbourne Tce, Reading, RG30 2RP.
18-21 Apr 03 • Seacon ’03 (Eastercon), venue still TBA. £25 reg or £15 supp
to 1 Nov. Contact 8 The Orchard, Tonwell, Herts, SG12 0HR.
Rumblings • Unicon 2002: Simon and Bridget Bradshaw are bidding for a
Cheltenham venue, and Andrew A. Adams for Reading. [BB]

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. “Suspect all sci-fi fans come from the Planet Glob.” – Ed
Perkins (Bournemouth Daily Echo, 12 May), subtly finessing his inability to
write a coherent review of Revelation Space.
R.I.P. Morton Klass, anthropologist, writer, and brother of Philip Klass
(“William Tenn”), died on 28 April. He published several sf stories. [JS] •
Simon Raven (1927-2001), prolific British satirical novelist who
unashamedly deployed vampire and supernatural themes in such books as
Doctors Wear Scarlet (1960), The Roses of Picardie (1980), and September
Castle (1983), died in London on 19 May. He was 73.
Thog’s Copyeditor Masterclass. John Grant is grumpily re-proofreading his
huge Masters of Animation after sweeping changes made for the US market
(where, according to his US editor, “readers have difficulty with long
sentences”). “The Americanizer has been particularly fastidious about nasty
Brit double-Ls, as in revelled/reveled. So far I’ve picked up joys like ‘kiled’
and ‘a roled-up carpet’.” Later came “filed with amour” and “biled himself”.
Our author is, as his MS now puts it, appaled.
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Sidewise Awards shortlist for alternate history: LONG Suzanne Allés Blom,
Inca; Mary Gentle, Ash: A Secret History; S.M. Stirling, The Nantucket
Trilogy. SHORT Eugene Byrne, “HMS Habakkuk” (Interzone 155); Ted
Chiang, “Seventy-Two Letters” (Vanishing Acts); Paul J. McAuley, “A Very
British History” (Interzone 157); Kim Newman, “The Other Side of
Midnight: Anno Dracula 1981” (The Vampire Sextette); Carla Pereira,
“Xochiquetzal” (Altair 6/7, trans David Alan Prescott). [SHS]
Great SF Predictions. Robert A. Heinlein (in Space Cadet, 1948)
extrapolates the etiquette of mobile phone users in company: “‘... Say, your
telephone is sounding.’ / ‘Oh!’ Matt fumbled in his pouch and got out his
phone. ‘Hello?’ / ‘That you, son?’ came his father’s voice. / ‘Yes, Dad.’ /
‘Did you get there all right?’ [...] ‘Sure, sure, Dad,’ Matt broke in. ‘I’ll have
to sign off – I’m in a crowd. Good-bye. Thanks for calling.’” [DP] Alas, the
future isn’t what it used to be.
Outraged Letters. Jean Lamb found a US analogue of the Hanover Hotel:
“Buffet Flats (about five to ten miles north of Bend, Oregon). It’s not every
day you see a lovely Victorian mural – black and white, The Lady or the
Skull – on the wall of any store. The bowling ball garden is properly odd
(bowling balls of varying sizes on steel piles); they have a good selection of
dusty books of varying ages and conditions; an interesting dollhouse with a
tiny television inside that actually works (it shows The Wizard of Oz,
nonstop, till closing); the perennial sign asking if anyone wants kittens; oh,
yes, and a pickle-eating goat. Up in a tree. These people would be famous if
they were anywhere near a populated area....”
• Simon Ounsley footnotes the A166 mention of D. West’s Eastercon
imperturbability: “West informs me that he wasn’t stubbornly refusing to
smile at the con, it’s just that his ears were stubbornly refusing to hear. I think
I shall write to Greg Pickersgill to suggest that he organizes a whip-round to
buy D a hearing aid.”
• Sandy Sladek recalls John Sladek’s last days: “He joked that he was going
to have his picture taken with the three large liquid oxygen tanks in the living
room. The caption would read, ‘Sladek with Daleks’. When friends came to
visit him shortly before he died, his breathing was extremely labored. Still he
managed to observe that he could probably take advantage of the heavy
breathing to make obscene phone calls....”
Spectrum Awards shortlist for sf/fantasy dealing positively with gay issues:
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The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay, Michael Chabon; The
Chosen, Ricardo Pinto; A Face Without A Heart, Rick Reed; The Jazz,
Melissa Scott; Jumping Off The Planet, David Gerrold; Kirith Kirin, Jim
Grimsley; Teranesia, Greg Egan. • OTHER The Authority: Under New
Management (comic); Buffy the Vampire Slayer (tv); A Distant Soil, Colleen
Doran (comic); “Oracle”, Greg Egan (short); Queer Fear, ed. Michael Rowe
(anthology). [RG] Presentation at Worldcon 2001.
NOVEL

Science Corner. Another classic problem solved, according to the Annals of
Improbable Research (May/June 2001): “‘Quantum Gravity Treatment of the
Angel Density Problem’ by Anders Sandberg. Modern physics tools yield a
solution to the classical problem of how many pins can fit on the head of an
angel.” Someone tell Clive Barker.
Mythopoeic Award finalists: ADULT LIT Win Blevins, ravenShadow; Charles
de Lint, Forests of the Heart; Guy Gavriel Kay, The Sarantine Mosaic (both
vols); Midori Snyder, The Innamorati.
• CHILDREN’S Dia Calhoun, Aria of the Sea; Rita Murphy, Night Flying;
Donna Jo Napoli, Beast; Laurel Winter, Growing Wings; Jane Yolen, Boots
and the Seven Leaguers.
• SCHOLARSHIP/INKLINGS Lionel Adey, C.S. Lewis: Writer, Dreamer &
Mentor; George Clark & Daniel Timmons, ed., J.R.R. Tolkien and His
Literary Resonances; Stephen N. Dunning, The Crisis and the Quest: a
Kierkegaardian Reading of Charles Williams (how I’d love to read or maybe
even write The Lion, the Will and the Superman: a Nietzschean Reading of
C.S. Lewis); Verlyn Flieger & Carl F. Hostetter, ed., Tolkien’s Legendarium:
Essays on The History of Middle-earth; T.A. (Tom) Shippey, J.R.R. Tolkien:
Author of the Century.
• SCHOLARSHIP/OTHER Alan Lupack & Barbara Tepa Lupack, King Arthur in
America; C.N. Manlove, The Fantasy Literature of England; Christine
Poulson, The Quest for the Grail: Arthurian Legend in British Art 18401920; Jack Zipes, ed., The Oxford Companion to Fairy Tales. [MKK]
Winners announced early August.
Anniversaries. In May, Maureen Kincaid Speller’s literary sf APA Acnestis
celebrated its 100th mailing, while the Plokta News Network web site
notched up a full year of not being updated. In June, Dave & Hazel Langford
are about to realize they have been married for ... argh!
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C.o.A. Ian & Barbara Brooks, North View Barn, Lees Farm, Haworth Rd,
Cross Roads, Keighley, W. Yorks, BD22 9DL. Jennifer Swift & Tim Bartel, 4
St Christopher’s Place, Oxford, OX4 2HS. Huw Walters, 34A St Augustine’s
Rd, Camden, London NW1.
Hazel’s Language Lessons: Yahgan. mamihlapinatapai, to look at each
other, each hoping the other will offer to do something which both parties
much desire done but which neither is willing to do. [SG]
Random Fandom. Cuddles produced a son, Connal Alexander, on 6 May.
• Alison Freebairn is UK agent for Corflu 19 (Annapolis, 14-17 Feb 02): 41
Kendal Rd, East Kilbride, G75 8QT.
• Edward James of Foundation has been awarded a year’s teaching
fellowship at Rutgers (2001-2002), giving one course each semester,
including “Medievalism, SF and Fantasy”. [FM]
• Neil “Squaddie” Johnstone & Alison Freebairn “have announced their
intention to marry,” writes Alison, suggesting the headline “ZZ9 bad boy
tamed by short fanzine fan!” Millions of despairing male fans are now
queuing for the suicide booths.
• “Guy H. Lillian & Robert Neagle are getting married June 30th,” writes
Guy. “Of course, to other people. Rose-Marie Green Donovan, in my case.”
• Mark Slater & Elaine Coates announce the emergence on 4 May of Joel
Matthew Slater Coates and, two minutes later, Ethan Alexander Slater
Coates.
The Dead Past. 30 Years Ago: the British Arts Council discontinued its grant
of “about £1500” each year to New Worlds. “Hurrah for jolly
Conservatives....” (Peter Roberts, Checkpoint 5, Jun 71.) • 20 Years Ago: a
Forbidden Planet photo-poster carried a very plausible speech balloon for the
depicted author. “Hi! I’m J.G. Ballard! I’ll be signing copies of my new book
Hello America here on June 6 ...” (Ansible 18, Jun 81)
Group Gropes. Didcot sf meetings: 7:30pm, 2nd Wed each month,
Ladygrove pub. Turn left out of Didcot station, follow road to Cow Lane rail
underpass on left, and along lane to pub. • Cambridge: 7pm or earlier, 2nd
Mon, back of the Cambridge Blue in Gwydir Street. [TI]
Thog’s Masterclass. Big Chief I-Spy’s Dept of How to Recognize the
Marquis de Sade. “Only his hands betrayed the disguise – white and plump
like a pair of corpse-fed spiders, ornamented with a dozen costly jewels like
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the glistening bodies of dead insects. Despite the well-tended softness of the
skin, the nails were black and ragged, as if eaten away by unspeakable vices.”
(Andre Norton & Rosemary Edghill, Leopard in Exile, 2001) [MH] • Dept of
Can You Feel Anything When I Do This? “Then it [pain] entered him with
power: into his eyes, down his throat, in through his nose, his ears, ripping
open his rectum and jamming up the length of his shriveled penis, forcing
into him with howling lust; it filled him to bursting, swelling him from
within, stretching him thinner and thinner like a weather balloon expanding
toward destruction, while it dissolved and digested his guts, his heart, lungs
and bones, everything within the stretching membrane of his skin. His
eyeballs expanded, threatening to burst from his face, to explode from the
pressure that built within them. / He screamed in pain as he squeezed his
eyelids shut, trying to keep his eyes in their sockets by sheer strength ...”
(Matthew Stover, Blade of Tyshalle, 2001) [PB]

Douglas Adams (1952-2001)
Douglas Adams, world famous for The Hitch-Hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy,
died of a heart attack while exercising in a California gym on 11 May.
• SIMO: Douglas Adams wasn’t part of fandom per se, although he did attend
a few conventions early in his career. He was never terribly comfortable
being classed as an sf writer, although he never denigrated the genre. Indeed,
he adored the works of Sheckley and Vonnegut (and was also script editor on
Dr Who during the Tom Baker era). Adams’s background was firmly in
comedy and Hitch-Hiker’s Guide succeeded because it fused sf ideas to
satirical humour in a way that had never been achieved before. Later, he
became a leading advocate of technology and a popular speaker at techie
conferences. In many ways he was a science writer who just happened to
specialise in fiction – although his one non-fiction book, Last Chance To See,
was a favourite with both DNA and the fans. I don’t know of anybody with
an interest in sf who doesn’t love Hitch-Hiker’s Guide, and I know a lot of
people who can’t stand SF who love it too. Adams’s death has left a lot of
people in shock, being both sudden and at an early age (49). He was
famously bad at hitting deadlines – it’s a shame that he couldn’t miss this
one.
• CHRIS PRIEST: He enlivened my life no end in the late 1970s. He was
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wonderful entertainment to be around. Full of funny stories and funny ideas.
Then he moved on to greater things. I still thought of him as a friend, even
though I hadn’t had any contact with him for years. I remember a boozy
evening with him in London just after Hitch-Hiker had first been published.
We walked past a bookshop where they had an entire wall of the shop filled
with copies of the book. Douglas was obviously pleased and embarrassed; he
was blushing and tongue-tied for a while. But his company is what you
remember. He said such funny things. This morning I was reading an article
about him in The Guardian, feeling a bit damp-eyed, and they quoted one of
his sayings. “I love deadlines. I love the whooshing noise they make as they
go past.”
I always hugely liked him. However, I’ve been irritated by two tributes to
him: one by Stephen Fry in The Observer, the other by someone called Dr
David Whitehouse on BBC radio. Both went to some lengths to explain that
until Douglas came along, sf was universally po-faced and that he
singlehandedly invented sf humour. Well, not only is this provably untrue,
but Douglas himself was acutely aware of his predecessors and was well-read
in Tenn, Sheckley, Brown, etc.
• TERRY PRATCHETT was exhaustingly on tour when: ... the news of DNA cast
a grey pall over everything. I haven’t the faintest idea what I was doing when
Kennedy was shot but I think I’ll always remember the pattern on the curtains
in my hotel room in Chicago, which I sat and stared at just after reading the
little par in USA Today and nearly throwing up. Then I tried to remember the
words of the Betelgeuse Death Anthem (and did ...).
Americans were trying to contact me for quotes on the assumption that we
were terrific mates, but I only ever met him once, introduced by a mutual
friend at a huge, crowded party where the only conversation possible was
“NOISY, ISN’T IT!” There were a huge number of occasions when we quite
spookily didn’t meet but ought to have done.
I spent the rest of the tour feeling sad but, mostly, very angry. He was four
years younger than me. I’m one of a number of people that owe him a lot for
proving to publishers that, yes, genre humour could sell big. I only wish he’d
written more stuff.
• VARIOUS: Early BBC news reports seemed unaware that Hitcher began as a
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1978 radio series. E.g. BBC teletext: “His cult science fiction saga [...] was
published in 1979.
• He became a household name when it became a BBC Radio and TV series.”
[AAA]
• Two days before Adams’s death, the Minor Planets Center at Harvard
announced (in a list of 206 newly named planetoids) the naming of a 5km
asteroid in his honour: 18610 Arthurdent, as proposed by the German
amateur Felix Hormuth who discovered this “ordinary” object in 1998.
[SM/DK]
• On 13 May the Amazon.com sales ranking for the first Hitcher novel was,
briefly, 42.

Endnotes
Handheld Computer Edition. Tanya Brown has arranged for Ansible to be
available as an AvantGo channel for various palmtops: read all about it at
[link removed since AvantGo has died].
Naked Self-Promotion! My short-story Hugo finalist “Different Kinds of
Darkness” appears on the F&SF web site at –
http://www.sfsite.com/fsf/fiction/dl01.htm [link no longer works]
Now with the previously missing italics restored! Further Langford egoboo:
The Complete Critical Assembly, comprising the full set of 101 sf/fantasy
book review columns that I wrote for a succession of British games
magazines, is out in hardback from Cosmos Books and can be found at
Amazon.com, Booksamillion.com, etc. Trade paperback to follow.
Bridget Bradshaw remembers Seccond (Swindon, May) and especially the
joys of donning black leather to impersonate Anne Robinson: “What a
hideous experience The Weakest Link was – like giving birth naturally to a
full-term elephant – with tusks – and with the father standing on my head –
and with my skin flayed open, my insides spread with jam, and with
thousands of red ants chomping away. What pathetic SF quiz experts they
were – I hope nobody mentions them in fanzines because they didn’t earn
enough egoboo for that. • A lot was raised for United Fan Funds at the con –
£459.52 from the auction and the Memory Hole fanzine recycling table.”
Fanfundery. An announcement of a new southbound GUFF race (from
61

Europe to the 2002 national convention in Australia, or New Zealand, or
both) is expected from Paul Kincaid by our next issue.
Fan In Need. Judith Proctor reports that her SF fan friend Andrew Fletcher is
currently in a British prison and needs real-world contact – or failing that,
fanzines. Kindly editors can send c/o Judith at 28 Diprose Rd, Corfe Mullen,
Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 3QY. “I won’t say what he’s in for – that’s for him
to say if he wishes. I will say that I don’t think he’s guilty, though he was
being an idiot and had the misfortune to be an idiot in a way that triggered the
prejudices of the judge. He’s putting in an appeal, but that will take a long
time and will result in a reduced sentence at best.”
Ansible 167 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2001. Thanks to Andrew A.
Adams, Jonathan Barnard, Paul Barnett, Bridget Bradshaw, Rob Gates, Steve
Glover, Margaret Hoyt, Tim Illingworth, Mary Kay Kare, David Klaus, Farah
Mendlesohn, Simon Morden, David Pringle, Publisher’s Lunch, Luís
Rodrigues, Joyce Scrivner, Steven H Silver, Colin Smythe, and Hero
Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and
Alan Stewart (Oz). 7 Jun 01.
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From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
ISSN 0265-9816. E-mail ansible@cix.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Sue Mason. Available for SAE, Clutchclamp, flamingo
bird-baths, or a kangle-pot.
Ansible has failed to ask either David Pringle or the estate of William
Burroughs to comment on the 21 June Internet-Draft entitled “The Interzone
Routing Protocol (IERP) for Ad Hoc Networks”. [LW]
H’MM.

The Fish-Frying Academy
Douglas Adams’s death led to “a rather nasty affair” reported by Simo: “The
Sunday Times ran an article by its Media Editor, Nicholas Hellen, asserting
that Adams had only written eight pages of The Salmon of Doubt, his final
novel, in the nine years since it was commissioned, and that his widow might
have to pay back the £2 million advance. Little facts like TSOD not having
been commissioned nine years ago, and there being no £2 million advance,
were ignored in an article without a single attributed quote and which could
charitably be described as ‘poorly researched’. I e-mailed NH (cc to Ed
Victor Ltd, Adams’ agents) pointing out his errors, and was threatened with
possible legal action if I didn’t retract. However, I swiftly discovered that Ed
Victor had also written, as had DNA’s ex-colleague Richard Harris. NH has
now gone strangely quiet. I can boast a legal threat from a major
newspaper....”
Iain M. Banks scaled new heights of product placement when his Excession
was read aloud in the Big Brother TV household. Moreover, the reader (since
evicted) didn’t get bored for a whole ten minutes. [GW]
Arthur C. Clarke, phoning the US National Air & Space Museum’s annual
Wernher von Braun Lecture event, said he’s now (somehow) working with a
Slovakian crew that uses a Russian “vomit comet” plane for zero-g ballet
performances lasting just 30 seconds, “as long as a ballet should be.” A US
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space activist group had offered to raise money to send Clarke to the
International Space Station, but Sir Arf declined since “these days, I’m barely
able to get to the Colombo airport.” [MMW]
Diana Wynne Jones denies – “not roundly, but with Spikes. And grace
notes, most of them obscene” – that she has any intention whatever of
writing, now or ever, anything even slightly resembling an eighth Narnia
book, no matter what it may say in The Independent. The fuss about
HarperCollins/Lewis Estate plans for de-Christianized Narnia spinoffs began
with a leaked HC memo: “We’ll need to be able to give emphatic assurances
that no attempt will be made to correlate the stories to Christian
imagery/theology.” Private Eye (15 June) gleefully revealed that C.S.
Lewis’s stepson and executor Douglas Gresham wrote very firmly in 1998:
“The policy [of the Lewis estate] is that no sequels or new Narnian chronicle
stories will be permitted to be published. There are many reasons for this, but
the most important is that Jack [Lewis] himself told me that there should be
no more of them. [...] He said that all that should be said about Narnia had
been said and there was an end of it.” Presumably a secret codicil to Lewis’s
will overrides these wishes should huge enough pots of money become
involved.
Christopher Lee became a CBE (Commander of the British Empire) in the
Queen’s Birthday Honours last month, and the Guardian helpfully added:
“Lee, 79, is in the forthcoming film of C.S. Lewis’ trilogy, Lord of the
Rings.” [HP] Also, it’s now Gerry Anderson MBE.
J.R.R. Tolkien has at last been recognized in Oxford as famous for
something or other: a blue plaque is to mark his former (1930-1947) house at
20 Northmoor Rd, courtesy of the Oxford Blue Plaques Board.

Contadino
6-8 Jul • Nexus 2001 (media), Jarvis International Hotel, Bristol. £51 full,
£45 Fri+Sat, £46 Sat+Sun, £30 Fri, £32 Sat, £31 Sun.
14-15 Jul • Finncon-Baltcon ’01, Jyväskylä University main building,
Jyväskylä, Finland. With Jonathan Carroll and (the subtle key to sneaking an
overseas con into Ansible) me. Admission fees for masquerade/party and AI
seminar/Stelarc performance, otherwise free.
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16 Jul • Reading with La Diva Loca, Borders Books (2nd floor), Oxford St,
London. From 6:30pm. Pat Cadigan-hosted sf reading and discussion group,
to be held thereafter on the 2nd Mon each month.
20-22 Jul • RococoCon (role-playing games), New Hall, Cambridge. GoH
Robin D. Laws, Phil Masters. £20 reg; B&B £43/night single, £64/night twin.
Contact 19 Uphall Rd, Cambridge, CB1 3HX.
21 Jul • Constantinople, informal one-day sf gathering, Duke of Wellington
pub, Bugle St, Southampton. Noon to 6pm. No charge.
25 Jul • BSFA Open Meeting, The Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London EC1.
7pm on, fans present from 5pm.
28 Jul • UK 2005 Worldcon Bid Open Meeting, City Inn, Glasgow. 2pm
onward, with SECC site visit and late party. Rooms £51/double (no
breakfast); mention bid when booking. Those interested should contact
uk2005@hotmail.com “so we have an idea of numbers.”
11-27 Aug • Edinburgh International Book Festival, Charlotte Square
Gdns, Edinburgh, including sf/fantasy events. 11th: Brian Aldiss & Helen
Lederer 10am, Simon Clark noon, Stephen Baxter & Aldiss 3.30pm, John
Clute & China Miéville 7pm. 12th: Rob Grant noon, Iain M Banks & Ken
MacLeod 3.30pm, Doris Lessing & Aldiss 5pm, sf quiz 8pm. 14th: Terry
Pratchett 5pm. 18th: Ricardo Pinto 11.30am, Alastair Reynolds & Paul
McAuley 1.45pm. Box office 0131 624 5050.
1-4 Jun 02 • plokta.con 2.0, venue and guest(s) TBA. £25 reg. Cheques to
Plokta at the usual (Walthamstow) address, which the Cabal doesn’t want
published in nasty web-archived fanzines like Ansible.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. At last, respect! The Financial Times magazine (2 June)
explained creative brainstorming: “Don’t be a snob. Bring in someone who
knows how to build things. Invite a customer service rep with field
experience. Find someone who reads science fiction ...” [RJ]
Slaves of Publishing. The July SF Chronicle report about Palm Inc acquiring
e-publisher Peanutpress.com contains the chilling line: “The sale includes all
17 peanutpress.com employees ...” [KM]
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R.I.P. Tove Jansson (1914-2001), Finnish author and illustrator best known
for the Moomin children’s fantasies, died on 27 June aged 86. [JA] Her
stories, written in Swedish, were much loved in English translation; their
sunny, whimsical humour contrasted with Carrollian touches of threatening
nonsense and inexplicable creatures. • David Potter (1947-2001),
knowledgable and opinionated US sf fan who posted copiously on Usenet as
Gharlane of Eddore, died of a heart attack (apparently in his sleep) on 10
June. E.E. Smith himself had approved his use of that pseudonym from the
Lensman books.
Digital Threadfall. Anne McCaffrey is deeply embarrassed that the dread
W95/Magistr virus infected her computer and e-mailed a variety of dodgy
.EXE files to people in her address book, including Terry Pratchett and even
myself. Decontamination was under way on 1 July. Beware of mysterious
attachments even from the great and good of sf....
Outraged Letters. Jon Cowie ponders the selling power of blurb copy on a
Dr Who book given away with SFX (June): “Jo Grant had no inkling of the
ship that revolved in orbit like a discreet, preposterous thought in the mind of
someone serene but bonkers.”
• Todd Mason remembers: “In 1994, I met Douglas Adams in the bookstore
in which I then worked, and in the process of hellos, I asked him if he’d read
John Sladek. Answering in the negative, he asked what Sladek wrote.
‘Humorous sf and sfnal humor, mostly,’ I responded insufficiently. ‘Ah,
that’s precisely the kind of thing I avoid reading,’ he responded.”
• Andy Sawyer provides all the UK General Election coverage we need:
“Clarke-award winning China Miéville kept the flag flying as Socialist
Alliance candidate for the safe Labour seat of Regent’s Park and Kensington
North constituency, London, and got 459 votes (1.2% of the vote), beating
the UK Independence Party.”
• Jane Yolen broods on eternal verities: “I lost the American Book Seller’s
BookSense Award to a book about a pig, and will undoubtedly lose the
Mythopoeic Award to something equally risible. But all the awards I have
won over the years sit on the shelf and stare at me dolefully, murmuring
‘Dust me, dust me.’ Why can’t I earn Big Money Awards? I would dust
those!”
Small Press. Molly Brown was dismayed when, the very day that copies of
her collection Bad Timing reached her, Amazon.co.uk told all the eager
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purchasers that their orders were cancelled. Amazon claimed to have checked
with the publisher and confirmed the book was “no longer available” – a
surprise for Ben Jeapes of Big Engine, who was not contacted. Informants
suspect another cock-up by the distributors Ingrams, whose Lightning Source
print-on-demand service has delayed several Big Engine titles thanks to, in
Ben’s words, “their penchant for repeatedly printing the book the wrong size,
which they did very energetically.” Spies tell us that Lightning Source
problems are a major pain for other publishers like Richard Curtis’s E-Reads.
Meanwhile, Molly plaintively insists: “My book is actually available. (It’s
just that you have to pass a special initiation test first, by stubbornly refusing
to accept Amazon.co.uk’s cancellation of your order. Remember, it’s a test!)”
Random Fandom. Tony Alleyne, a Star Trek fan, got into national UK
newspapers for spending £8,000 on decorating his flat as the USS Enterprise,
with porthole windows, command console, transporter-like vertical lighting
and a ceiling that “looks as if you’re peering out into space.” Perhaps the
most macabre aspect, for fan insiders, is that he lives in Hinckley.... [JW]
• Chris Bell was startled by a visiting lecturer who “handed out rough paper
for us to write our names on large so she would know what to call us. Being
Eng Lit students to the core, we all turned over these bits of rough paper to
see what was on the other side, and discovered that it was page 350 et seq of
a novel called Stalking Tender Prey by one Storm Constantine, typescript A4.
One girl started to collect them at the end of the first lecture.... As a result, at
least three people decided to buy it just to find out what on earth (or
wherever else) was going on.”
• Nic Farey bragged at Corflu about his scarifying 8-day sentence for
drunken driving: “I’m the fucker in the room who’s done the most time.
Unless Ted White is here.” [BD]
• Mark Plummer reports a magic moment in June: “The BSFA committee
piled out into the Billingers’ back garden to witness the passage of the
International Space Station. See how we confidently discard those old clichés
about BSFA organizational ability: true, the view was more than a little
obscured by trees and Paul Hood managed to tread in the cats’ drinking
water, but we were at least fully equipped – thanks to Tony Cullen and the
Internet – with a detailed chart giving comprehensive information about
angles of elevation and optimum visibility times for this skiffyesque marvel.
And we had only been staring at an empty sky for about ten minutes before
Tony thought to double-check those times and noticed the significant letters
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‘GMT’....” Keep watching the skies.
C.o.A. Victor Gonzalez, 263 Elm St, Cambridge, MA 02139, USA. Dave &
Vicky Locke, 2933 Colonial Ridge Court, Cincinnati, Ohio 45212-1903,
USA. Neal Tringham, 224 Barns Rd, Oxford, OX4 3RQ. Steven H Silver,
707 Sapling Lane, Deerfield, IL 60015-3969, USA.
2001: A Celebration of British SF. Maureen Kincaid Speller was there:
“Gosh, it’s Liverpool and we’re not at the Adelphi. With its eye-watering
1970s decor and the occasional lack of door knobs on which to hang one’s
Do Not Disturb notice, the Gladstone Hotel tried to make up for this, but
failed because the staff were cheerful and far more helpful than we’ve come
to expect. The University of Liverpool’s Foresight Centre was even more
welcoming, with excellent conference facilities and seemingly inexhaustible
refreshments.
• Billed as a celebration of British SF, the conference proved to be just that
with around a hundred authors, critics and fans gathering to listen to papers
and participate in discussions, while the intervals were filled with more
conversation and a staggering amount of cross-pollination of ideas, all of
which of course carried on in the bar in the evenings. More than one
academic was heard to remark that this was unlike any other academic
conference in their experience, while for me it was like a high-octane version
of Wiscon or Potlatch.
• High points? There are so many ... I’ll note the incredible enthusiasm about
British SF old and new, with papers on everyone from John Wyndham to
Ken MacLeod and Gwyneth Jones, and touching all decades in between. Low
points were few, though the memory alights briefly on Friday night problems
when exhausted delegates, expecting to eat around 7:30pm, found that they
were in for a long wait since one of the guests was also exhausted and wanted
to give her after-dinner speech first. There was no amplification for the
ensuing talk from Nicola Griffith, who spoke very quietly and was inaudible
to most. Stephen Baxter got to his feet immediately afterwards and began his
speech, an entertaining presentation about some murky connection between
Liverpool Football Club and science fiction; it seemed that all three guests
were going to speak first and take questions too. Brian Aldiss’s noble offer to
speak after dinner was thus particularly welcomed. This was possibly as well
since his speech began with a slide in which, as Brian explained, a woman
was about to undergo a hysterectomy. ‘Next slide, please,’ he said, leaving us
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all wondering what on earth we would see next (actually it wasn’t that bad).
• All in all, it was an excellent conference, and I know I’m not the only one to
come away with a mass of ideas fermenting, waiting to be explored. The
organizers are warmly congratulated.” [MKS]
• John Clute concurs, and adds: “I did a keynote address choked full, natch,
of the most astonishing pith. I pithed all over everybody.”
Tiptree Leftovers. Oops: a thank-you from the Tiptree Award mob for mid90s UK sales of their fundraising cookbooks The Bakery Men Don’t See and
Her Smoke Rose Up From Supper reminded me that I have a few left. Nicely
produced, comb-bound with card wraps, full of recipes from sf notables like
Ursula Le Guin, and still only £8 each – post free.
Twenty Years Ago. Citizens of Clute, Texas, voted not to change the town’s
name despite local worries that “It’s a single syllable word and it seems to
have some sort of evil connotations to it” and “Maybe ‘Clute’ just sounds
backward.” Joseph Nicholas wrote: “My GUFF report should (assuming
nothing goes wrong) be published within the next couple of months ...” Karl
Hansen’s War Games (1980) offered a Thog Romance Moment: “Even
through two layers of combat armor, I felt her nipples brush against my back
...” (all Ansible 19, July 1981)
New Worlds Alpha and Omega. Brian Aldiss: “Could you spare a little
space in your comic to mention the death of Prof. Kathleen Tillotson? She
died on 3rd June, well into her nineties.
• In a campaign to obtain a subsidy from the British Arts Council for Mike
Moorcock’s revamped New Worlds, I rounded up the usual suspects; Robert
Conquest, Edmund Crispin, Kingsley Amis, and Angus Wilson. I also
approached the celebrated academic, Prof. Tillotson. I had read her splendid
book of criticism, Novels of the Eighteen-Forties. You might think that such
a lady would be a bit stuffy about a popular magazine which had no critical
standing at the time. Not a bit of it! She heartily supported us, and wrote to
Lord Goodman on our behalf. ‘How much do you want?’ he asked. And we
were there. Thanks, I have always thought, in large part to Kathleen
Tillotson. The rest – and you can quote me – is literary history!”
• Mike Moorcock: “Just a point of pride. The Arts Council didn’t discontinue
its [New Worlds] grant by its own volition. I told it that since we were going
into paperback we didn’t need it any more. Also, since we were often in
profit before the W.H. Smith attack (and it was an aggressive decision to
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accept the boxes and then not distribute them, which was their sneaky way of
backing off from the bad publicity they were getting – in those days
newspapers reported what happened to New Worlds ...) I had asked the AC
how to give them the money back we didn’t use. They were totally baffled.
They didn’t have any machinery for taking money in.”
HOMer Awards (voted by CompuServe sf/fantasy forums) novel shortlist:
Robert Sawyer, Calculating God; David Gerrold, Jumping Off the Planet;
Ken MacLeod, The Sky Road. And gorblimey, the short story nominations
include “Different Kinds of Darkness” by D. Langford. [GVG]
Fanfundery. DUFF: NA administration now handed over to Patrick Molloy
& Naomi Fisher, PO Box 9135, Huntsville, AL 35812-0135, USA.
• GUFF means to raise its profile by running annual races. Nominations are
now open for the next Europe-to-Australasia race. Candidates need to post a
£10 bond, provide a 100-word platform, and find 3 European and 2
antipodean nominators: paperwork by 30 Sep to Paul Kincaid, 60
Bournemouth Rd, Folkestone, Kent, CT19 5AZ. Voting will close after
Easter ’02. .
• YMFF: there’s a one-off fund to bring Vladivostok fan Prof. Yuri Mironets
of Far Eastern University to the 2001 Philadelphia worldcon. Donations to
Catherine Mintz, 1810 South Rittenhouse Sq, 1708 Philadelphia, PA 191095837, USA; sterling c/o Dave Langford.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Neat Tricks. “Kothar leaped, leaving his booted
feet and diving a yard above the floor ...” (Gardner F. Fox, Kothar –
Barbarian Swordsman, 1969) [BA]
• Dept of Vegetable Love. “He did not resist the temptation. He mounted that
big old tree with primitive joy.” (Piers Anthony, Split Infinity, 1980)
• Dept of Eyeballs in the Sky. “Trying to pull the chiefs’ eyeballs down onto
himself rather than onto each other, Tiny Acorn danced ...” (Dominic Green,
“Grass”, Interzone 168, June 2001) [RJ]
• Dept of the Pathetic Fallacy. “We join the terminally-ill protagonist as he
sets out across inhospitable, empty vastnesses covered in scabby, suppurating
sores ...” (Peter Crowther introducing Tim Lebbon, Faith in the Flesh, 1998)
[DH]
• Dept of Magical Metaphor. “The all-over narrative is stuffed with nasty
sweetmeats of ugly behavior that eventually turn on a dime and are leavened
by a redeeming sprinkle of grace notes.” (Edward Bryant, Locus 6/01)
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[MMW]

Endnotes
Naked Self-Promotion! My short-story Hugo finalist “Different Kinds of
Darkness” appears on the F&SF web site at –
http://www.sfsite.com/fsf/fiction/dl01.htm [link no longer works]
DarkEcho Has Risen From The Grave. Paula Guran has revived her once
weekly e-newsletter of horror and dark fantasy, on a rigid new schedule of
“I’m not sending these out all that often, but maybe I will once in awhile.”
Subscription requests to darkecho@darkecho.com.
Ansible 168 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2001. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Johan Anglemark, Paul Barnett, Chris Bell, Tony Cullen, Bob Devney, David
Hebblethwaite, Irma Hirsjarvi, Rosalind Jensen, Kyle McAbee, Harry Payne,
Maureen Kincaid Speller, Gordon Van Gelder, Jon Weir, Gary Wilkinson,
Lloyd Wood, Martin Morse Wooster, and Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton
(Brum Group), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Oz). 5 Jul 01.
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Steffan. Cartoon: Sue Mason’s outfit for the 2001 Hugo ceremony.
Available for SAE or unobtainium.
Where were all the mosquitoes they’d warned me about? I
didn’t see one, but lots more people than I’d expected travelled to Jyväskylä
in the middle of Finland for its arts festival (30,000 attendees mentioned) and
associated sf convention. Thanks to cunning sponsorship deals Finncon
admission was free, and more than 2,000 fans came and went over the
weekend; contrast the UK Eastercon figure of 814. Guests were Jonathan
Carroll, who told a few horror stories of dealings with Hollywood; free
software guru Richard Stallman, who true to his principles refused to
autograph anything bearing the evil © sign; performance artist Stelarc,
complete with his bionic Third Arm (“It cost $20,000 to develop”) and
fearful pictures of himself dangling from impaling hooks; local author
Johanna Sinisalo, still ecstatic at winning Finland’s major literary prize with
an sf novel; and fan guest Ahrvid Engholm, armed with a mosquito repellent
so potent and liable to cause skin cancer that it was banned in Sweden. And
me, they let me in too. Posters in pubs listed all these guests and described
me as “Man of Ansible”. Big thanks to Irma Hirsjärvi – whose Finncon job
title was “alpha female” – and her mighty committee for persuading their
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to pay the way of allegedly distinguished
journalist D. Langford. Sense-of-wonder moments included finding a net
provider called sci.fi and realizing too late that my intention of leaving the
pub and going to bed as soon as it got dark was fatally flawed, since this
never happened.... Arriving home exhausted but full of cheer after copious
Finnish hospitality, I found Irma’s e-mail summation: “I’m half dead
(actually three quarters), and very happy. People say that this was the best
Finncon ever done, and when other people than we here in Jyväskylä say that,
it may be quite true.” Next, Turku in 2003.
FINNCON/BALTCON.
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Three Worlds To Conquer
Jeffrey Archer was in the news for (besides the usual reasons) being the
proposed captain’s name in the coming Star Trek prequel series Enterprise ...
since cautiously changed to Captain Jonathan Archer. [MP]
Michael Bishop brags: “On May 19, nearby LaGrange College, here in
Georgia, USA, where I occasionally teach creative writing, bestowed on me
an honorary doctorate of humanities. My wife Jeri was suitably impressed. ‘I
had to work for my degree,’ she told me admiringly.”
Diana Wynne Jones has been struggling with “the little matter of pleurisy,
combined with the World Fantasy Awards. In fact, the former helped the
latter on unexpectedly much, in that I seem to be the only judge to have read
all 206 books. Yes, count them. I did. Now we’re at the stage of scrambling
for lists; when I put in my recommendations, I get distraught cries of ‘Oh,
God, do I have to read that too?!’ And when, with a view to lightening the
mood a little, I suggested that A Kiss of Shadows [by Laurell K. Hamilton]
ought to have been subtitled Elfin Lays, all I got was a harassed silence. Sad.
• Actually, I’m here to tell you that the WFA is a caucus race and a MUG’S
GAME. I would not do it again even if they paid me next time. There are too
many books and not enough time, and the management chip in all the time
and try to direct the judges’ choice.” Later, 20 July: “I thought it was over –
until the 207th book arrived this morning, full of the customary vampires.
Am I the only person in the world who is BORED by vampires?”
Kathryn Lindskoog is at it again. After causing a stink with The C.S. Lewis
Hoax (1988) and its claim that Lewis acolyte Walter Hooper forged that
embarrassing fragment The Dark Tower, there’s more on “what she believes
to be a truly diabolical literary crime” in her Sleuthing C.S. Lewis: More
Light in the Shadowlands, published this month and arguing that “several
literary and theological works attributed to the British author are, in fact, the
product of systematic forgery.” [PL] Oh dear, this may put ideas into the
heads of HarperCollinsPublishers....
William Shatner, who reportedly lost some $10 million in a failed internet
company, is now reduced to charging $75 for autographs – but a 6 July
Guardian story added that, at least when hurrying to catch a plane at LA
International, he can be bargained down to $50. [JM]
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Michael Swanwick, busily writing a short-short story in Ellen Datlow’s Sci
Fiction for each element of the periodic table, makes a bold bid for sf
immortality with his treatment of a famous inert gas. “The story is titled ‘The
Eye of Argon’. So the next time some fanboy tries to tell you that nobody
knows the author of that particular story ...” Will the Swanwick Revelation
duly oust the discredited Jim Theis Heresy?

Concupy
11-27 Aug • Edinburgh International Book Festival, Charlotte Square
Gdns, Edinburgh, including sf/fantasy events. 11th: Brian Aldiss & Helen
Lederer 10am, Simon Clark noon, Stephen Baxter & Aldiss 3.30pm, John
Clute & China Miéville 7pm. 12th: Rob Grant noon, Iain M. Banks & Ken
MacLeod 3.30pm, Doris Lessing & Aldiss 5pm, sf quiz 8pm. 18th: Ricardo
Pinto 11.30am, Alastair Reynolds & Paul McAuley 1.45pm. 26th: Eoin
Colfer (new children’s programme addition). Box office 0131 624 5050. NB:
Terry Pratchett, announced in A168 as speaking on the 14th, can’t appear
owing to family commitments.
13 Aug • Reading with La Diva Loca, Borders Books (2nd floor), Oxford
St, London. From 6:30pm. Pat Cadigan-hosted sf reading and discussion
group, now a regular event on the 2nd Mon each month.
18-19 Aug • Caption 2001 (small-press comics), Oxford Union. £8.00 reg,
£5 students/unwaged, £3 Sun only; £10.00 (£4 Sun) at door. Contact 18
Hawkins St, Oxford, OX4 1YD. 0777 585 0207.
22 Aug • BSFA Open Meeting, The Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London
EC1. 7pm on, fans present from 5pm.
24-6 Aug • Eboracon (Unicon) and HarmUni (filk), Langworth College,
University of York. £25 reg; students £20; £10 supp. Rooms £22 pppn.
Contact 9 Prospect Terrace, Fulford, York, YO10 4PT.
24-26 Aug • Festival of Fantastic Films #12, Renaissance Hotel,
Manchester. GoHs include Forrest J Ackerman. £60/$95 reg, £30 supp.
Contact 95 Meadowgate Road, Salford, M6 8EN; phone 0161 707 3747.
30 Aug - 3 Sep • Millennium Philcon (59th worldcon), Pennsylvania
Convention Center & Philadelphia Marriott Hotel. Now $180 reg (supporters
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$140) to 15 Aug; $200 at door. Later door rates: Sat $180, Sun $100, Mon
$35. Day: Thu $50, Fri $65, Sat $85, Sun $80, Mon $35. Contact PO Box
310, Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006-0310, USA.
1-3 Feb 02 • Contabile-Fortean (filk), Hilton International, Basingstoke. £25
reg. Contact 34 Star Rd, Isleworth, Middlesex, TW7 4HB.

Infinitely Improbable
R.I.P. Poul Anderson (1926-2001) died near midnight on 31 July, after a
long struggle with prostate cancer. He had returned that day after a month in
hospital to await the end at home, supported by his wife Karen and close
family. His son-in-law Greg Bear writes: “During the afternoon, he received
hundreds of emails and messages from friends and readers and fellow writers,
which Astrid and Karen printed out and read to him. He died knowing (and
how!) that he was loved and valued, and hearing how much his work had
entertained and moved so many. Though he was weak at the end, there was
no loss of mental capacity, and my last conversation with him was slow but
sparkling with the curiosity and deep-seated gentlemanliness that Poul always
had, and which was, I think, built into his whole body and being.” Amen to
that. It’s surely superfluous to list his vast contributions to sf since 1947,
marked by seven Hugos for shorter fiction, three Nebulas, and SFWA Grand
Master status in 1998; new work is in the pipeline even now. Another great
loss. [Later: British newspaper obituaries appeared in the Independent,
Guardian and Times.] • Mordecai Richler (1931-2001), noted Canadian
novelist who ventured into children’s fantasy with Jacob Two-Two and the
Dinosaur (1987, noted in Locus), died of cancer on 3 July.
Wedding of the Millennium. Maureen Kincaid Speller was there on 28 July:
“It wasn’t so much a wedding as a small convention when Jo Walton married
Emmet O’Brien in Hay-on-Wye, the world’s largest book room. Guests were
thoughtfully supplied with name badges and there was a short but carefully
organised programme: the Guest of Honour ceremony was extremely well
attended. The bride was dressed in her favourite blue, with a headdress made
by Elise Matthesen, while the groom was stylish (and probably incredibly
warm) in a tuxedo. Sasha Walton, the Best Man, carried out his duties with
remarkable aplomb. The ceremony was delightful, punctuated with readings
by Vicki Rosenzweig and Ken Walton from the GoHs’ favourite books, and
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their speeches were greeted with a good deal of laughter when they promised
to ‘love, honour and negotiate’. After champagne and cake (in the shape of a
book, complete with iced reviews) and the distribution of hobbit wedding
presents by the bride and groom, the guests dispersed to investigate the
bookshops, gathering later to show off their various purchases. It was
certainly an international event, with guests from Canada, the US, Portugal,
Italy, the Netherlands, and Eire, to name but a few, as well as a strong UK
contingent. And it was a perfect weekend, blessed with fine weather and
excellent company. I know I’m not the only one looking forward to the first
anniversary convention.”
From the Spiel Chequer. “When God became displeased by Man he
disrupted this perfect climate: that caused the floods and the subsequent
shifting of the Teutonic plates which split up the land ...” (Andrew Hook,
“The Virtual Menagerie”, The Third Alternative 27, 2001)
2001 James White Award for best story by a new writer has final deadline
26 August. Contact 211 Black Horse Ave, Dublin 7, Ireland.
Random Fandom. Leslie Carol Altic & Tommy Ferguson “got engaged on
11 July (to be married 26 Sep 02.) No serious injuries occurred and both
parties are recovering well at home, 12 Gipsy St, Belfast, BT7 3FW.”
• Harry Andruschak wishes to dispel rumours about his health: “My
orchiectomy on 14 May was a success, my PSA is down to 0.3, and I am
more likely to die from Mad Cow Disease than from prostate cancer.
Moooooo.”
• Chris Bell has been extensively and painfully rebuilt after an attack of dry
rot. I’m sorry, I’ll read that again: Chris Bell’s house ...
• Andrew M. Butler wants to “share a delightful quote from the Marxism
2001 event featuring Ken (CIA smuggler) MacLeod, Adam Roberts and
China Miéville: ‘China Miéville has shown us how to be a good socialist and
a bad science fiction writer.’” Oh, I say!
• Dave Hardy needs to contact Uwe Luserke, “long-time German fan,
organizer of several Stucons and formerly of the Stuttgart area, also known as
an art and literary agent under the name Vega Agentur.” Any information to
Dave@astroart.org.
• Lucy Sussex reports from Down Under on “a small marsupial called the
Dibbler, rare, but saved from extinction. It’s about the size of a large mouse
with a bushy tail. One wonders if Terry Pratchett should contribute to their
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survival fund, given CMOT Dibbler in Discworld. However, one point of
difference – Dibblers belong to the antechinus family, which means they are
famously sexually rapacious. The fact that at the end of the breeding season
no males are left alive caused zoologists no end of puzzlement, until it was
discovered that they’d gone without sleep and food in their sexual frenzy.
Leaving a population of pregnant females....”
Movie Corner: AI. In a piece on the multiple rewrites suffered by the
screenplay, the Wall Street Journal claimed: “Steven Spielberg paid Aldiss
more money than he usually makes from a novel for the right to use one
sentence from a letter Aldiss wrote the filmmaker trying to reassert his
abandoned original vision.” [PL] Naturally we invited Brian to comment:
“When Stanley Kubrick died, I took another look at my 1969 story. Suddenly
it was apparent to me how the story of David and Teddy might continue. I
wrote a second story, ‘Supertoys When Winter Comes’, more or less for my
own enjoyment.
• The story was sent to Steven Spielberg, not by me but by my highly
esteemed friend, Jan Harlan, who was then making an excellent documentary
of Kubrick’s life and work (which dispels many of the myths surrounding
Stanley). Spielberg immediately accepted the story.
• So I sent Spielberg a letter suggesting how the David story – that is to say,
my David story – might conclude. Spielberg offered to buy one sentence of
the letter.
• I would suppose that this amused him as much as it did me. Anyhow, I then
got sensible and wrote a third and concluding David story (‘Supertoys in
Other Seasons’), which incorporated the precious sentence. And – again via
Jan – Spielberg bought that story too. [...] As for trying ‘to reassert my
abandoned original vision’, as the newsletter claims, that is not the case. The
second story was written for my own satisfaction. Many non-writers may
have problems comprehending that. The third story – well, I just had a good
idea I wanted to exercise.” All three stories appear in Brian’s 2001 tie-in
collection Supertoys Last All Summer Long (advt).
As Others See Us. “Sci-fi nuts will want a new paperback edition of Philip
K. Dick’s drug-obsessed classic Now Wait for Last Year. SF Masterworks
£6.99 4 stars.” (Uncut, complete text of review) [DL]
C.o.A. John Betancourt & Wildside Press, PO Box 301, Holicong, PA
18928-0301, USA. Soren (Scraps) deSelby & Vijay Bowen, PO Box 156,
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Village Station, New York, NY 10014-0156, USA. Jonathan “Jonjo” Jones
& Sharon Lewis, 63 Providence Way, Waterbeach, Cambs, CB5 9QH. Dave
& Maryse O’Neill, 103 Wharf Row, Redwood City, CA 94065, USA.
Alastair Reynolds, Rederijkersplein 27, 2203 GC Noordwijk, The
Netherlands. Mark Richards, PO Box 021831, Brooklyn, NY 11202-0039,
USA.
Future Classics. Children’s author Laura Erickson has been complaining
that no one will publish her book The Curious Adventures of Max the
Maggot: How an insignificant little grub saved the life of a mighty hawk.
From the succulent on-line sample: “Vanessa’s neck wound tasted yummy!
Max went to work gobbling infected tissue as if it were the best thing he’d
ever eaten, which, of course, it was. His brothers and sisters were hatching
out too, and within minutes all of them were lined up around the wound like
King Arthur’s knights at the round table. Mmmmmm, they all thought, but
they didn’t say anything, being quiet little grubs. They just ate and ate and
ate.” [EW] Mmmmmm, indeed.
Group Gropes. America’s legendary N3F (National Fantasy Fan Federation)
celebrates its 60th anniversary at Worldcon – a sobering thought. Festive
readings at Barnes & Noble, 1805 Walnut St, Philadelphia (6-7 blocks from
the con centre), 12:30pm on Fri 31 Aug. [CM]
International Horror Guild Awards novel shortlist: A Shadow on the Wall,
Jonathan Aycliffe; Silent Children, Ramsey Campbell; You Come When I
Call You, Douglas Clegg; The Bottoms, Joe R. Lansdale; Declare, Tim
Powers. IHG Living Legend Award: Alice Cooper (eek!).
Outraged Letters. Dominic Green finds the weed of publicity (see A168)
bears bitter fruit: “It would appear I have achieved fame indeed. Let my name
be scrawled, crudely and in green crayon, on to the hallowed walls of Thog’s
Masterclass alongside those of L. Ron Hubbard and John Norman, my
literary heroes since childhood.”
• Simon R. Green was stirred by a Langford SFX column on title changes:
“My Hawk & Fisher titles were perfectly acceptable to my British publisher,
but not to the US. No Haven for the Guilty became Hawk & Fisher. Because:
it was the first of a series starring Hawk and Fisher. The second H&F book,
Devil Take the Hindmost, became Winner Takes All. Because: the publisher
believed most Americans wouldn’t know what hindmost meant. Book 4, a
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gothic romance pastiche, was Vengeance for a Lonely Man in the UK, and
Wolf in the Fold in the US. Because: the title was too long for the spine. And
Book 6, Two Kings in Haven in the UK, became Bones of Haven in the US.
Because ... I haven’t a clue. Anti-monarchist feelings?”
• Cheryl Morgan: “Must echo Maureen [Kincaid Speller]’s approval of 2001:
A Celebration of British SF. However, I have no idea what she means when
describing Nicola Griffith’s speech as a ‘lesbian polemic’. I was sat up the
front and could hear clearly. As far as I can remember Nicola talked about the
need for sf to have good stories, this having been brought on by having her
latest book rejected by a UK publisher on the grounds that it was ‘a rattling
good read’.” (Maureen: “I couldn’t hear and someone told me next day it was
lesbian polemic. Bad Maureen. Mustn’t believe everything I’m told.”
Apologies to Nicola Griffith; tut-tut to the misinformant.)
• Jon Weir of Amazon took a holiday from sf, “only to find that the entire
cast of Voyager had beamed into Blackpool the very same weekend for a
conference! There is no escape....”
Twenty Years Ago. Andrei Tarkovsky joined the “it can’t be good, it’s sf”
bandwagon with his regretful remark “I do feel that Solaris is the least
successful of my films because I was never able to eliminate completely the
science-fiction association.” The 1981 World Fantasy Con denied allegations
of art show cliché censorship, explaining that their phrase “we will not have
any unicorns in the artshow” didn’t mean they wouldn’t have any unicorns in
the art show. (Ansible 20, August 1981)
Fanfundery. Catherine Mintz’s one-off fund to bring Vladivostok fan Yuri
Mironets to the 2001 Worldcon raised enough dollars; she thanks all donors.
YM will be there Wednesday-Sunday, but like other early leavers will miss
the Hugos, unfortunately moved to Sunday night.
Thog’s Masterclass. “Then, mercifully, blackness descended. He was
brought out of it when he landed hard on a hard surface on his hands and
knees, with which every orifice in his body seemed to explode.” (Sam
Merwin Jr, The Time Shifters, 1971) [BA]
• “Whit slouched in a high-backed shaker chair with a boot on one knee.”
(Jean Stewart, Return to Isis, 1992) [PB]
• Dept of Eyeballs in the Sky. “The woman took her eyes from him
languorously and placed them, in a delicate fashion, on Mosely.” (Jane
Jensen, Sins of the Fathers, 1997)
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• “‘Er ... hi,’ Marty managed, winching his eyes like injured climbers around
the dangerous overhang of her torso and up to the relative safety of her face.”
(James Flint, “Network Network”, The New English Library Book of Internet
Stories ed Maxim Jakubowski, 2000) [both DH]

Endnotes
“Waterstone’s Online as it currently stands is going ‘offline’ on 28
September,” confides Ansible contact Paula Croxon. “All of us here have
been notified of possibly being made redundant, which at this point is likely
unless something is found within the company in the next 8 weeks for all of
us.” Thog – who had a regular slot in their sf department at
www.waterstones.co.uk/frontier/ – is desolated.
David B. Wake enthuses: “The world video premiere of 20:01 – a sunday
odyssey and 20/10 – odyssey too is at 20:01 sharp on 20 October at the
Midlands Arts Centre, Edgbaston Road, Birmingham (opposite the cricket
ground). Over the top premiere outfits please. Those wanting to go, please let
me know asap (dbwake@cix.co.uk). Also orders for the video and for any
Tartan ones too. I’ve been keeping the web page www.davidwake.com up to
date with editing progress. That’s 20:01 and 20/10 at 20:01 20/10/2001 ...”
As seen at Paragon but with extra footage. Roll up! Roll up!
Diana Wynne Jones adds a delighted footnote on judging the World Fantasy
Award: “The WFA administrators – usually known among us humble
panelists as The Secret Masters, when it isn’t something ruder – blandly
admit they have lost the Rules. Apparently said Rules were last seen three
years ago before one of them moved house. Not untypical.”
Ansible 169 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2001. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Paul Barnett, DarkEcho, David Hebblethwaite, Duncan Lawie, Joe McNally,
Catherine Mintz, Lawrence Person, Mark Plummer, Publisher’s Lunch,
Elizabeth Willey, and Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group), Janice
Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Oz). 2 Aug 01.
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Ansible 170, September 2001
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
ISSN 0265-9816. E-mail ansible@cix.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Sue Mason. Available for SAE, the Worsted Monster, or
an Oracular Watering-Can.
All the glitterati of sf and fandom were having fun
at the Philadelphia Worldcon while I toiled at home compiling a Discworld
quizbook (titled, of course, The Wyrdest Link – and you should see Josh
Kirby’s cover painting of Anne Robinson as orangutan, or vice versa)....
Normally Martin Hoare doesn’t really phone in the small hours after the
Hugos, but this year he got over-excited and came through at 3am (“You pig,
Martin,” I dimly heard Hazel say) to report an unprecedented instance of
goshwow in the Hugo Results: NOVEL J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the
Goblet of Fire; NOVELLA Jack Williamson, “The Ultimate Earth” (Analog
12/00); NOVELETTE Kristine Kathryn Rusch, “Millennium Babies” (Asimov’s
1/00); SHORT STORY David Langford, “Different Kinds of Darkness” (F&SF
1/00); RELATED BOOK Bob Eggleton & Nigel Suckling, Greetings from Earth:
The Art of Bob Eggleton; DRAMATIC PRESENTATION Crouching Tiger, Hidden
Dragon; PRO EDITOR Gardner Dozois; PRO ARTIST Bob Eggleton; SEMIPROZINE
Locus; FANZINE File 770; FAN WRITER Dave Langford; FAN ARTIST Teddy
Harvia; CAMPBELL AWARD Kristine Smith. 1,050 valid ballots cast. It was
noted that while Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon director Ang Lee had sent
a witty note of thanks and apology for not being present, the novel winner
couldn’t be bothered.
• Worldcon 2004. Boston’s Noreascon 4 bid defeated Charlotte by 1,196
votes to 832.
• Vox Pop. Stephen Baxter, bless him, is still speaking to me: “I did get a
couple of awards myself, for AnLab best short story from Analog and best
novelette from Asimov’s – a pleasant dim sum breakfast ceremony in which
legendary 70s singer-songwriter Janis Ian turned up and turns out to be a
Baxter fan – so I was mellow come Hugo night, which was the usual roller
coaster ride.
THE MILLENNIUM PHILCON.
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• Philadelphia itself was as American as, well, Mel Gibson. I seemed to
annoy a few people by asking how many slaves Ben Franklin kept.” Andrew
M. Butler (co-editor of Terry Pratchett: Guilty of Literature) was graceful in
Hugo defeat: “We are not bitter; as some one pointed out during the
ceremony, we are all winners, and like those far away long ago sports days,
no one went away empty handed. Admittedly the chocolate in the goody bags
was so disgusting that we all threw most of it away, but no, any empty
handedness was our choice.” Dave Langford is still making incoherent noises
of bogglement and thanks.

The Two-Timers
Pat Cadigan is “Now Officially British, as stated in Publishers Weekly.”
Jon Courtenay Grimwood is utterly crushed: “Well, now I know that being
an SF writer really is the lowest of the low.... I’ve just had a cat breeder in
Surrey refuse to let me have a pedigree cat because he was worried by the
content of my web-page. It could have been that press-release for Pashazade,
or even the review page featuring those up-market publications Vector and
Locus (not to mention also-rans like the Times) or perhaps it was those old
features, written years back, for men’s glossies. Whatever, it seems a
pedigree cat should be able to expect some standards. • Has anyone told Mike
Marshall Smith?”
Gwyneth Jones was dismayed when her story “The Salt Box” (IZ 169) led to
a police raid on Interzone HQ. That is, an apologetic policewoman came to
pick up a copy of that issue from editor David Pringle, following a reader’s
complaint that the story – an extract from GJ’s new novel Bold as Love –
amounted to child pornography. Oh, good grief: it features underage sex in
terms which aren’t explicit, approving, or remotely arousing. Perhaps the
anonymous prude doesn’t know that Nabokov’s Lolita has been egregiously
in print in Britain since 1959?
Philip Pullman’s The Amber Spyglass appears on the “longlist” of 24
Booker Prize finalists, officially released for the first time this year. [TC]
This caused some media flurry and hasty criticism like Suzi Feay’s
Independent on Sunday comment that “the Satan figure, Lord Asriel, leader
of the rebellion against God, is noble and freedom-loving” ... not the first
words that would occur to anyone who’d read the end of book one.
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Norman Spinrad, the Richard Feynman of SFWA, disposed of outmoded
scientific paradigms at Eurocon in Romania with his revelation that
“Quantum mechanics is bullshit” – apparently because it’s too complicated.
[JC] Can hidebound physics hope to recover from this blow?
Michael Swanwick brags about many series commissions to write short
stories at monthly, weekly, biweekly, and for all I know hourly intervals:
“Are you intimidated yet?” Your editor most certainly was.

Conusable
14-16 Sep • Cavalcade (costuming), Whitby Spa Pavilion, Whitby, North
Yorks. £30 reg; £35 at door. Contact Chandlers House, Green Lane, Whitby,
N. Yorks, YO22 4EU. 01947 821711.
17 Sep • ZZ9 Douglas Adams Memorial Evening, upstairs room, Florence
Nightingale, London. Follows invitation-only memorial service at St Martinin-the-Fields. All welcome to pub event.
23 Sep • British Fantasy Society 30th Birthday Bash (instead of
Fantasycon), Champagne Charlies, 17 The Arches, Villiers St, London,
WC2N 4NN. 9am-late. GoH Hugh Lamb, Simon Clark. £15 reg, £10 for BFS
members booking in advance: cheques to Fantasycon. Contact Beech House,
Chapel Lane, Moulton, Cheshire, CW9 8PQ.
25 Sep • Science and Storytelling, ICA, The Mall, London, 7pm. Tom
Wilkie, Lisa Jardine, Martin Rees (Astronomer Royal), and Peter Tallack
(Weidenfeld & Nicolson) discuss “the role of just-so stories in establishing
scientific truth.” Ticket enquiries 020 7930 3647.
26 Sep • BSFA Open Meeting, The Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London
EC1. 7pm on, fans present from 5pm.
29 Sep • Dreddcon 2 (2000 AD), Galleries of Justice, Nottingham. Tickets
£6, inc entry to Dredd: The Law exhibition. Cheques to Galleries of Justice,
Lace Market, Nottingham, NG1 1HN. 0115 952 0555.
5-7 Oct • Animecon UK, Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool. GoH Gilles Poitras,
Helen McCarthy. Now £35 reg to 30 Sep, £40 at door. Contact PO Box
30564, London, SW16 1WZ.
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5-7 Oct • Supernova-Retribution (Trek), Radisson Edwardian Hotel,
Heathrow. £50 reg. Contact PO Box 1701, London, SW6 5WU.
13-14 Oct • Octocon 2001 (Irish national con), Royal Marine Hotel, Dun
Laoghaire, Co.Dublin. Now £17 or £20(I). Irish cheques c/o Yellow Brick
Rd, 8 Bachelors Walk, Dublin 1, Ireland; sterling to Dave Lally #2 A/C, 64
Richborne Tce, London, SW8 1AX.
20 Oct • World Video Premiere of David B. Wake’s 20:01 – a sunday
odyssey and 20/10 – odyssey too, Midlands Arts Centre, Edgbaston Road,
Birmingham. At 20:01 sharp. “Over the top premiere outfits please.” Contact
the maestro if you want to go: dbwake@cix.co.uk.
9 Feb 02 • Reminiscon Fifty, Hanover Hotel, Schooner Way, Cardiff.
Celebrating Lionel Fanthorpe’s 50 years in print, with many other guests.
10am-9:30pm, then optional dinner. £15 reg, £35 dinner; all-in £60 inc lunch,
tea etc. Contact Fanthorpe Management Consultancy, 48 Claude Rd, Roath,
Cardiff, CF24 3QA. “Supported by Welsh Academi.”
9-11 Aug 02 • ConteXXt (Unicon 20), Cheltenham & Gloucester College of
Higher Education. GoH Keith Brooke. £25 reg, £15 concessions, small
children £1. Contact 17 Cow Lane, Didcot, Oxon, OX11 7SZ.
2-6 Sep 04 • Noreascon 4 (62nd Worldcon), Boston, Mass. GoH Terry
Pratchett, William Tenn, (fan) Jack Speer and Peter Weston. $100 reg to 31
Dec, $60 for site selection voters, $35 supp. Mastercard and Visa accepted.
Contact PO Box 1010, Framingham, MA 01701, USA.
Rumblings • Worldcon 2006 bidding: Kansas City vs Los Angeles.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us, perceptively for once: “In the world of science fiction,
Gardner Dozois is huge.” (Eils Lotozo, “Philadelphian Is a Titan in the
Field”, Philadelphia Inquirer, 29 Aug 2001) [MMW]
Publishers & Sinners. Aboriginal SF is reportedly ceasing publication, with
inventory stories to appear in sister mag Absolute Magnitude.
R.I.P. Sir Fred Hoyle (1915-2001), noted astronomer of unorthodox but
influential views (in particular the steady state theory and galactic
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panspermia), died on 20 August aged 86, following a severe stroke in July.
His sf career began with The Black Cloud (1957) and was most publicly
visible in the 1961 BBC TV series A for Andromeda and its sequel The
Andromeda Breakthrough, both co-written and novelized with John Elliott.
Other solo sf works of note are Ossian’s Ride (1959) and October the First is
Too Late (1966); Hoyle co-authored several more sf novels with his son
Geoffrey, from 1963 to 1982. He became a Fellow of the Royal Society in
1957 and was knighted in 1972.
• Boyd Raeburn (1927-2001), New Zealand-born fan active in Canada since
the 1950s (when he published his fanzine À Bas, one of the finest of that era),
died on 13 August. He was 73. Robert Lichtman writes: “Sad ... another one
of the people I think of as integral to fandom gone.”
• Oscar Schwiglhofer (1923-2001), Transylvanian physicist/engineer living in
Scotland since WWII, died on 7 August. A keen astronomer, he helped found
a Scottish branch of the British Interplanetary Society in 1953; in 1963 this
became ASTRA, Association in Scotland to Research into Astronautics, with
many links over the years to sf and fan circles. [DLu]
More Awards presented at Worldcon. Sidewise, for alternate history: SHORT
Ted Chiang, “Seventy-Two Letters”; LONG Mary Gentle, The Book of Ash.
[SHS]
• Spectrum, for gay-friendly sf: NOVEL David Gerrold, Jumping off the Planet;
OTHER Buffy the Vampire Slayer. [CM]
• Cordwainer Smith Rediscovery, first presentation: Olaf Stapledon. (Er,
when did he get lost?)
• Prometheus, for libertarian sf: L. Neil Smith, Forge of Elders.
• Retro Hugos for 1950 work: NOVEL Heinlein, Farmer in the Sky; NOVELLA
Heinlein, “The Man Who Sold the Moon”; NOVELETTE Kornbluth, “The Little
Black Bag”; SHORT Knight, “To Serve Man”; DRAMATIC Destination Moon;
EDITOR Campbell; ARTIST Freas; FAN WRITER Silverberg (who was 15 at the
time, had written little, and through no fault of his own appears to have been
landed with a Subsequent Career Hindsight award); FANZINE Science Fiction
News Letter; FAN ARTIST Jack Gaughan. Cheryl Morgan complained:
“Gormenghast failed to make the final ballot for Best Novel by just two
nominations. British voters, where were you?”
Howl’s Movie Castle. Diana Wynne Jones gloats fire-demonically: “I can at
last reveal – having been forbidden to by the contract until now – that the
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Japanese Studio Ghibli, makers of Laputa and Princess Mononoke, are doing
a film of Howl’s Moving Castle. Really.”
Random Fandom. Jacky & Oliver Grüter-Andrew announced the birth of
Corwin Geoffrey Wilhelm Grüter-Andrew on 1 September.
• Yuri Mironets of Vladivostok thanks all the fans who helped make his
Worldcon trip possible.
• Bruce & Elayne Pelz delivered George Orwell’s Retro-Hugo for Animal
Farm to his estate’s London agent on 15 August. “We didn’t want to ship it –
a previous shipment of a Hugo into the UK resulted in the recipient having to
fight HM Customs to get out of VAT and ghod knows what other taxes.
Since there was no reason to think the Estate wanted the thing enough to go
through that, the personal delivery route was the simplest, if not particularly
timely. Oh, well, it’s less that five years since LACon III voted the award....”
• Steve & Elaine Silver announced the birth of Melanie Shira Silver on 26
August.
Outraged Letters. James Gifford, author of the Heinlein companion
shortlisted for a Hugo as Best Related Book, applauded the winner with good
grace but later issued a polemic [since withdrawn – DRL] about the
transferable-vote process: “I won the first, second and third rounds of voting
by a significant margin. That the fourth and fifth rounds were allowed to
determine this award is a travesty. In this case, the elaborate and complex
vote analysis method obscured the winner instead of clarifying the results.
When there is significant and spirited voting in a category, determining the
winner by highly ‘cooked’ totals is wrong, no matter how right it may be for
sparser and highly mixed voting. For 700 votes, a simple plurality should be
enough to show the voters’s preference. A plurality that persists through three
of five evaluation steps is not ambiguous, and to corrupt that result by
‘overcooking’ the votes until a different winner is determined is – I’m sorry
for the repetition – a travesty.
• No wonder Saul Jaffe was making ‘hanging chad’ jokes at the ceremony.”
• David G. Hartwell reports that I don’t get my name on a fiction Hugo after
all: “They did not put the winning author’s name on the Hugo, only the story
title. An odd choice.” Monument to the Unknown Author.
C.o.A. Kathy & Tim Kyger, 1825 North Hills Ave, Willow Grove, PA 190903703, USA. Mark Loney & Vanessa, 44 Haystack Cres, Palmerston, ACT
2913, Australia. Alex McLintock & Julie Rigby, 88 Poppleton Rd,
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Leytonstone, London, E11 1LT. BSFA Matrix, c/o Gary Wilkinson, 18 Water
Lane, South Witham, Grantham, NG33 5PH. Damien Warman & Juliette
Woods, 400 West 35th St, Apt #106, Austin, TX 78751, USA.
WSFS/Hugo Oddments. The Worldcon business meeting voted to continue
the extra year of Hugo eligibility for non-US-published work, giving Perdido
Street Station and other 2000 UK novels another chance in 2002. Dramatic
Presentation splits into Long Form and Short Form categories (roughly,
Hollywood and Buffy), or will if the change is ratified next year. [CM]
Following the most frequent Philcon complaint, the Nitpicking & Flyspeck
Committee is to nag all future Worldcons to print the names on badges in
legible type, 24-point or better. [KM]
International Horror Guild awards were presented on 1 Sept. NOVEL Tim
Powers, Declare; FIRST NOVEL Sean Desmond, Adams Fall; LONG STORY
Melanie & Steve Rasnic Tem, The Man on the Ceiling; SHORT Steve Duffy,
“The Rag-and-Bone Men”; ILLUSTRATED Jhonen Vasquez, I Feel Sick #1-2
(2-part series); COLLECTION (tie) Steve Rasnic Tem, City Fishing, and Thomas
Tessier, Ghost Music; ANTHOLOGY October Dreams ed Richard Chizmar &
Robert Morrish; NONFICTION William Sheehan, At the Foot of the Story Tree;
PUBLICATION Horror Garage; ART Joel-Peter Witkin; FILM American Psycho;
TV Angel. [D]
Take That, Joe Haldeman! “The best-known example of ‘future war’
fiction is The Invasion of 1910 by William Tufnell Le Queux, a rich slice of
scaremongering which was a sensational success when published in 1906.”
(Rupert Forbes, The London Review of Books, 6 Sep)
Take That, Keith Roberts! A Real Critic looks at Kingsley Amis’s homage
to Pavane: “The Alteration (1976) invites comparisons with Huxley’s Brave
New World and Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four, with an echo of Swift’s A
Modest Proposal.” (Richard Bradford, Lucky Him: The Life of Kingsley Amis,
2001; no mention at all of Roberts or Pavane.)
World Fantasy Awards shortlist. NOVEL Declare, Tim Powers; Galveston,
Sean Stewart; The Grand Ellipse, Paula Volsky; The Amber Spyglass, Philip
Pullman; Lord of Emperors, Guy Gavriel Kay; Perdido Street Station, China
Miéville.
• NOVELLA “Blue Kansas Sky”, Michael Bishop; “Chip Crockett’s Christmas
Carol”, Elizabeth Hand; “The Man on the Ceiling”, Steve Rasnic Tem &
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Melanie Tem; “Mr Dark’s Carnival”, Glen Hirshberg; “Mr Simonelli or the
Fairy Widower”, Susanna Clarke; “Pelican Cay”, David Case; “Seventy-Two
Letters”, Ted Chiang
• SHORT “Down Here in the Garden”, Tia V. Travis; “Is There Anybody
There?”, Kim Newman; “Lincoln in Frogmore”, Andy Duncan; “The
Pottawatomie Giant”, Andy Duncan; “The Raggle Taggle Gypsy-O”,
Michael Swanwick; “The Saltimbanques”, Terry Dowling; “Shoe and
Marriage”, Kelly Link.
• ANTHOLOGY Dark Matter ed. Sheree R. Thomas; Dark Terrors 5 ed. Stephen
Jones & David Sutton; Shadows and Silence ed. Barbara & Christopher
Roden; Vanishing Acts ed. Ellen Datlow; Whispers from the Cotton Tree
Root ed. Nalo Hopkinson; The Year’s Best Fantasy and Horror 13, ed. Ellen
Datlow & Terri Windling.
• COLLECTION Beluthahatchie, Andy Duncan; Blackwater Days, Terry
Dowling; Magic Terror, Peter Straub; Perpetuity Blues, Neal Barrett, Jr; The
Perseids, Robert Charles Wilson; Travel Arrangements, M. John Harrison.
• ARTIST Jim Burns, Kinuko Y. Craft, Les Edwards, Daniel Merriam, John
Jude Palencar, Shaun Tan.
• SPECIAL AWARD: PRO Ellen Datlow, Cathy & Arnie Fenner, William K.
Schafer, Tom Shippey, Gary Turner & Marty Halpern.
• SPECIAL: NON-PRO Benjamin Cossel, Jeremy Lassen & Jason Williams; Peter
Crowther; Philip J. Rahman & Dennis E. Weiler; Barbara & Christopher
Roden; Raymond Russell & Rosalie Parker; Bill Sheehan.
Where Are They Now? Some fans still remember: “Ex-Brummie and onetime SF fan DAVID PRINGLE is now editing the UK’s premier SF Magazine,
Interzone.” (Brum Group News #359, August 2001)
In Memoriam. Greg Bear after Poul Anderson’s memorial service on 4
August: “It was pretty obvious to me that the outpouring of love for Poul
would be large, but it surpassed even my expectations. The memorial on
Saturday was lovely, and the room was packed – several hundred attendees.
How many more in spirit? Hard to tell – but judging from the emails,
thousands, and as the word gets out, tens of thousands, and then hundreds of
thousands. Of course, Poul touched the lives of millions, ultimately.” • The
family asks that anyone wishing to make a memorial donation in lieu of
flowers should give to the SFWA Emergency Medical Fund, c/o Chuck
Rothman (Treasurer), 1436 Altamont Ave, PMB 292, Schenectady, NY
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12303-2977, USA.
Group Gropes. Stockport SF fans plan a monthly reading group at the
town’s Central Library: enquiries 0161 474 4540.
Thog’s Masterclass. “I looked at Norathar, who was staring at Aliera with
eyes like mushrooms.” (Steven Brust, Yendi, 1984) [EO]
• “Despite his slant eyes and yellow skin, he proved to be quite a likeable
fellow as well as an erudite scientist.” (Captain S.P. Meek, “Awlo of Ulm”,
1931)
• “Fear exploded in her mouth like a drug.” (Linda Nagata, Limits of Vision,
2001) [LP]
• “The barest flicker of anguish passed over his eternally immobile mouth.”
“Then a horrid, unforgettable giggle bit at his unbelievable left ear.” (Charles
Harness, The Paradox Men, 1953) [BA]

Endnotes
Eileen Gunn reports, with modified rapture, the delayed launch of her sf
webzine The Infinite Matrix ...
http://www.infinitematrix.net
“I’m not sure that launched is the term, but I’m standing here soaking wet
and holding onto a broken bottle. It’s out there anyway, just the first issue,
courtesy of Internet guru John S. Quarterman, who bankrolled the hosting.
No money for a second issue, unfortunately....
• In the old pokey-slow paper-based economy, science-fiction magazines
dragged out over dozens, even hundreds of issues. In the new post-meltdown
pixel economy, a single issue can be the entire magazine!”
• Stop Press, 6 September: “I’m pleased to say mysteriously that we may not
be as dead as we look. If you hold a mirror to the website, it fogs. More
later.”
Ansible 170 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2001. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Jonathan Cowie, Tony Cullen, DarkEcho, Duncan Lunan, Kevin J. Maroney,
Cheryl Morgan, Murray Moore, Emmet O’Brien, Lawrence Person, Greg
Pickersgill, Steven H Silver, Maureen Kincaid Speller, Martin Morse
Wooster; to Hero Hugo Accepters, David G. Hartwell (standing in for
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Gordon Van Gelder, who had to leave early) and Martin Hoare; and Hero
Distributors, Rog Peyton (Brum Group News), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS,
and Alan Stewart (Oz). 6 Sep 01.
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From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
ISSN 0265-9816. E-mail ansible@cix.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Joe Mayhew, fondly remembered. Available for SAE,
spikkle, spime or Mustick.
Ansible hasn’t missed a month since its revival with issue
51 in October 1991. Good grief. With 9 irregular “half issues” thrown in for
special occasions and the confusion of fan bibliographers, that’s 130 issues
since its return, 180 in all. I may well need a rest.
TEN YEAR HITCH.

One Is One
Brian Aldiss told the on-line Guardian his theory about AI’s relatively
modest takings when first launched: “Perhaps audiences tired of David’s
winsomeness ... Perhaps – my money is on this one – it is just too intelligent
for adolescents, to judge by the initial runaway box-office success of the
moronic new Planet of the Apes.” Also, “Of course there is no love affair, no
archetypal boy meeting archetypal girl ... The very missing item that excludes
science fiction from wider popularity.” [JW]
Jo Fletcher confided that the Orion Books tenth birthday party on 13
September continued to 1am with “dancing, a woman with a snake and a man
with leather chaps and aluminium baskets of chocolates, allegedly ...” Would
the latter have been Malcolm Edwards, I wonder?
Diana Wynne Jones became disgruntled with the World Fantasy Award in
mid-September: “I have just resigned from the WFA judging panel. I
disagree so radically with them all. And now they are talking about God
being on the side of the disputed book. So I give up!”
Gwyneth Jones responds to A170 comments on her “seized” story: “Terribly
sorry about the not-remotely-arousing juvenile porn. May I recommend The
Amber Spyglass, which has some hot scenes with underage teens making
out.” Coo er gosh.
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Chris Priest on AI: “The first 30 minutes or so are more or less par for the
Kubrick genre, stylized interiors, declarative dialogue, all form and no
feeling. Then a style upheaval, as things change hilariously for the worse. We
embark on about an hour and a half of consistent risibility. Quite early on, as
David, the robot boy, walks through the woods with his robot teddy bear, I
found myself compelled to utter aloud, ‘Jesus Christ!’. We went on grimly,
disbelieving. After more shenanigans the characters go to a theme park
amazingly like the interior of a hyped up Millennium Dome! The star
attraction is a huge model of a woman’s body. You can WALK THROUGH IT!
However, our characters are on a quest and seek the help of ‘Doctor Know’, a
sort of online database with an animated cartoon head. It looks and acts
exactly like the execrated Help animation in Microsoft Word! By this time,
mine wasn’t the only mocking voice being raised from the dark auditorium of
the Odeon. Things head on downwards. David discovers a warehouse full of
crates containing robots: one lot is labelled ‘Darlene’, the other lot ‘David’.
Our David, the supposedly real one, backs away. One of the crates begins
shifting and shaking. Could there be something inside, trying to get out? We
are in unmistakable Buzz Lightyear territory! (But the glorious Buzz-in-a-box
scene is shorter, wittier and better acted. It came out two years earlier, too.)
After more questing, the little robot boy wants to be reunited with his mother
but discovers he can have only ‘one magical day’ alone with her. Echoes of
the Dome again! Ribald laughs and rude catcalls throughout the cinema!
Incredibly, there is even worse still to come, implausible, sentimental,
desperate. You feel relief at the end, glad to be spared any more. A truly
dreadful film destined to be a cult classic for masochists.”
Michael Swanwick reminisces on Worldcon 2001: “The children’s librarian
chosen by the Hugo administrators to receive the Hugo for J.K. Rowling
stumbled descending the stairs from the stage, fell, and dropped the award.
Local con people rushed forward to see that she was unhurt and, when
reassured this was so, hurried over to the Hugo to determined that it was
unhurt. Sheila Williams, who was stabbed in the foot by the thing and walked
around with a small limp for the rest of the con, was slightly miffed that they
never got around to her.”
Gordon Van Gelder’s F&SF holding company is SPILOGALE, which (I
speculated) must be some menacing global organization whose HQ gets
detonated at the close of a James Bond movie. “I picked it in part because it
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sounds so unusual. In point of fact, it’s the name of the genus of spotted
skunks on which my father wrote his doctoral dissertation.”

Conticent
All Oct • Derby Festival of Words in various parts of Derby, with sf theme
and many sf events. Details from Naomi Wilds, 01332 715434.
5-7 Oct • Animecon UK, Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool. GoH Gilles Poitras,
Helen McCarthy. £40 at door. Contact ... well, no time for that.
5-7 Oct • Supernova-Retribution (Trek), Radisson Edwardian Hotel,
Heathrow. £50 reg. Not sure whether it rises at the door.
13-14 Oct • Octocon 2001 (Irish national con), Royal Marine Hotel, Dun
Laoghaire, Co.Dublin. Advance registration closed 1 Oct; £25(I) at door,
£15(I) “juniors”. Contact info@octocon.com.
15 Oct • Reading at Borders, Oxford St. Pat Cadigan, Gwyneth Jones,
Justina Robson. 6:30-8pm. All welcome. See also 12 Nov.
15-20 Oct • Anne Sudworth art exhibition, Gallery 27, 27 Cork St, London,
W1S 3NG. 10am-7pm. Phone 020 7734 7595.
20 Oct • World Video Premiere of David B. Wake’s 20:01 – a sunday
odyssey and 20/10 – odyssey too, Midlands Arts Centre, Edgbaston Road,
Birmingham. At 20:01 sharp. “Over the top premiere outfits please.” Contact
the maestro if you want to go: dbwake@cix.co.uk.
24 Oct • BSFA Open Meeting, The Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London
EC1. 7pm on, fans present from 5pm. With Justina Robson.
25 Oct • Fabulous Harbours, Heffers Bookshop, 20 Trinity St, Cambridge.
6-7:30pm. Many guests. Contact Sean Flinn, 01223 568521.
27 Oct • ZZ9 21st Anniversary Party, Florence Nightingale pub,
Westminster Bridge Rd roundabout. 5pm-late. All fans welcome.
9-11 Nov • Armadacon, Copthorne Hotel, Plymouth. GoH Tom Holt. Still
£27 reg; £18 Sat only, £12 Sun. Contact 4 Gleneagle Ave, Mannamead,
Plymouth, PL3 5HL. 01752 252827.
9-11 Nov • Novacon, Quality Hotel, Bentley, Walsall. GoH Gwyneth Jones.
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£35 reg to 27 Oct, £40 at door. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
12 Nov • Reading at Borders as above. Pat Cadigan, M. John Harrison, Nalo
Hopkinson, Ken MacLeod. NB: no December reading.
31 May - 2 Jun 02 • Comics 2002, Bristol. Fair 1-2 Jun in Empire &
Commonwealth Museum. Verbose announcement includes no visible postal
address or membership fee. Phone 01275 871856.

Infinitely Improbable
11 September. Nothing to say here, except for one gleam of slightly selfish
cheer: our own people, the sf fan/publishing community in America, all seem
to be physically unharmed. The bad dreams continue.
Science Corner. Radio Times coverage of the new TV science series Space
was firmly grounded in old Larry Niven stories: “Space boasts enough geewhiz facts to satisfy any statistic-hungry schoolboy, but isn’t afraid to go
beyond the science into the realms of entertainment and speculation.
Particularly high on the agenda is an insistence on the fragility of life on this
planet – the Solar System is swarming with black holes waiting to devour us
...” (Rupert Smith, Radio Times)
Publishers & Sinners. House of Stratus, the UK publisher using print-ondemand technology to reissue countless books including Brian Aldiss’s
backlist, has reportedly gone into administration. HoS shares ceased trading
in July and the London office closed last month.
The Greasy Pole. British Fantasy Awards presented 23 September: NOVEL
(Derleth Award) Perdido Street Station, China Miéville. ANTHOLOGY Hideous
Progeny ed Brian Willis. COLLECTION Where the Bodies Are Buried, Kim
Newman. SHORT Naming of Parts, Tim Lebbon. ARTIST Jim Burns. Small
Press PS Publishing. KARL EDWARD WAGNER AWARD Peter Haining. [DJH] •
Grand Prix de l’Imaginaire (France): won by Chris Priest’s story “The
Discharge”, trans Maryvonne Ssossé as “Retour au foyer” (Destination 3000,
ed Silverberg & Jacques Chambon).
R.I.P. Samuel Z. Arkoff (1918-2001), co-founder of American International
Pictures, died on 15 September aged 83. AIP was noted for cheap teenage
exploitation movies: I Was a Teenage Werewolf, I Was a Teenage
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Frankenstein, Invasion of the Saucer Men, etc, etc. [PB]
• Berry Berenson (1948-2001), actress/photographer who appeared in the
1982 Cat People remake, was on Flight 11 on 11 September. She was the
widow of Psycho’s Anthony Perkins. [SG]
• Alan Dodd, active in British fandom in the 50s and 60s, died on 5 June from
“natural causes”, writes Mike Deckinger: “He was a prolific fanzine writer,
correspondent, and publisher of his own magazine Camber. Due to his dislike
of large gatherings, he avoided conventions and came to be regarded as a
hermit.”
• Meade Frierson, long-time southern US fan and former President of the
Southern Fandom Confederation, died on 24 September. [GHL]
• Patricia Anne Spencer (1939-2001), popular wheelchair-bound British fan,
died on 5 September; she is survived by her husband Douglas. [RN] He adds:
“There were four things that affected Anne’s ability to do what she wanted to
do. She had angina, so her heart stopped her doing it. She had emphysema, so
her lungs stopped her doing it. She had lymphoedema, so her legs stopped her
doing it. But then, she had bloody-mindedness, so she did it anyway.”
Clash of Symbols. Jonathan Coleclough reports: “After about 2½ years’
deliberation, the Unicode Technical Committee turned down the proposal to
include Klingon in the Unicode Standard (unique codes for every character of
every language in the world), with the rather po-faced ‘determined to be
inappropriate for encoding’.” However, Bernard Shaw’s little-known, lessused phonetic alphabet “Shavian” made it into the Standard, and Tolkien’s
Tengwar is still “under investigation”.
The Stephen Baxter Interview. Ian Sales wondered whether the
mysteriously appearing Red Moon in Mr Baxter’s Origin was a homage to
the similar device in The Red Moon Mystery, a Dan Dare yarn by Frank
Hampson. Confronted by Ansible with this smoking gun, Steve said: “Sadly
Dan is a bit before my time, and I don’t know the RMM....”
Thog Speechless. In the aftermath of the fallen towers, a special sf good taste
award goes to Author Services Inc for seizing this chance to promote a
claimed Battlefield Earth TV series. The “connection” is a godawful L. Ron
Hubbard “peace song” that helpfully informs the world: “Snarls and strife
must be at end! / In peace alone can this earth mend.”
Outraged Letters. Pat Cadigan refuses to be downcast: “It’s those little
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indulgences – the spotlight, the audience, the applause, the publicity, the
autograph-seekers and the paparazzi – that make life worth living. Thus, I
hereby re-dedicate myself to attention-seeking and glamorous living.”
• James Gifford very soon withdrew his tirade against the Hugo voting
process for Best Related Book: “Bob Eggleton won, fair and square. I lost –
by a damn thin margin, any way you figure it – but I lost. Fair and square. If
anyone took my comments as whining or unreasonable, all I can do is claim
exhaustion and overwrought nerves from travel – which is not an excuse. I
am a rich, rich man literarily – and coming in second to Bob Eggleton in a
major Hugo category is a high honor.”
• Norman Spinrad on A170: “I did not say that quantum mechanics is bullshit
in Romania because it’s too complicated. I said that particle physics is
bullshit because it’s too complicated to have the elegance that a good theory
requires; they keep having to posit ever more particles to keep it from falling
apart. I lay no claim to being the ‘Feynman’ of SFWA, but I have the feeling
that Feynman would understand what I said. The ultimate constituent of
matter will turn out to be a particle with no mass whose duration approaches
zero asymptotically. You read it here first.”
• Name and Address Supplied corrects the Enterprise note in A169: “The
Captain was originally named ‘Jackson Archer’, and subsequently changed,
prior to filming or announcement, to the now permanent ‘Jonathan Archer’.
At no time was it ever ‘Jeffrey Archer’. I’m a sad little trekkie, and follow
this stuff.”
• David Stewart Zink pondered that newspaper quote – “In the world of
science fiction, Gardner Dozois is huge” – and sent his revision: “In the
Science Fiction community, Gardner Dozois is about average.”
Ten Years Ago in Ansible 51: “... we live amid Signs and Portents.
Something is stirring in British fandom, something ancient and very terrible,
dimly remembered only by those wrinkled fans in convention bars who swap
their wheezy reminiscences of the bad old days. From its grave the age-old
horror rises, no longer a mere phantasm of darkness but a tangible form
revealed in leprous morning light, a ghastly revenant whose existence can no
longer be denied. Yes ... we have another British worldcon bid which actually
seems to be doing well.”
Retro Science. Marcus Rowland has unearthed the shape of things to come:
“The world is now the shape of a globe, the shape which gives the biggest
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possible bulk for its surface, but the inside of the earth is still cooling and
condensing, and the internal changes are slowly changing its shape. The
surface, already condensed to its utmost, will not change with the core; it
cannot reduce its area, but it adapts itself to the shrinking interior by taking a
shape which occupies less bulk. So the earth is to become a tetrahedron, a
sort of pyramid, the shape which gives the smallest bulk for its surface.” (My
Magazine, May 1918)
Random Fandom. Lawrence Dean, founder of the highly successful Preston
SF Group in the early 80s, survived a seriously burst appendix. By now he
should be recovering at home: 30 Windermere, (Off Love Lane), Faversham,
Kent, ME13 8JQ. [BT]
• John Foyster has been in intensive care in the Royal Adelaide Hospital after
a stroke on 28 September. He was soon conscious and communicating, and
we all hope he’s making good progress. [EC/BG]
• Marc Ortlieb sent out the 177th and last issue of his zippy e-newsletter
Australian SF Bullsheet, dated 14 September. “When I started this
publication in January 1994, I promised myself that, when it stopped being
fun, I’d stop doing it.” Amen to that.
• The Plokta News Network has been revitalized, with copious fannish news
and weirdness at the usual address: www.plokta.com/pnn/.
• Simo gloats: “I’m one of the pundits on Channel 4’s Top Ten Sci-Fi Shows,
provisionally scheduled for 3 November – Chrysalis TV have taken the
unusual step of actually speaking to people who know something about sf,
rather than just dragging in unknown ‘pop stars’ and unfunny ‘comedians’.
Blimey!” [Programme since rescheduled to 13 October – DRL]
• SMS appointed himself our stage reporter: “The York Unicon, Eboracon,
held (At long, long last) the first known example of Slash SF Radio Drama in
Fandom: Under Mainframe (Or: Radas Live In Vain). Sound effects: The
Audience. Players: Cal Loveridge, Sparks, Eira, Sms. Written by Sms,
written in legible handwriting by Eira, improvised anyway by the Cast and
Audience. Highlights included the ‘Nude Lesbian Zero G Shower Scene’ and
the ‘Vast Telescope Scene’. (Called ‘The Welsh Play’ to avoid bad luck).”
C.o.A. Alison Freebairn, 48 The Crescent, Walthamstow, London, E17 8AB.
Tremble in your shoes, effete London fandom!
The Goodie Bag. Bryan Talbot sent the heavily annotated CD-ROM version
of his spiffy graphic novel Heart of Empire (Dark Horse 2001), and I
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discovered with a thrill of egoboo that I am cross-referenced under “Old
Farters”.
• Savoy Books sent their reissue of Anthony Skene’s stupefyingly rare Zenith
the Albino (1936), Zenith being a master villain from the Sexton Blake
Library who got his own spinoff novel and, says Mike Moorcock’s
introduction, inspired another albino called Elric.
• Ansible is available as a PC CD-R archive with all back issues (1979-2001),
plus most issues of the Langford APAzine Cloud Chamber (1976-2001), and
more. £11.75/$17.50 (post free), cheques to D. Langford.
• Gollancz sent jacket proofs for my still unfinished The Wyrdest Link,
incorporating a Lionel Fanthorpe plug written years ago for a different book
and not used for space reasons: “I’d be willing to wrestle a polar bear if it
was lying on a Langford book that I hadn’t yet read!”
• Big Engine’s Ben Jeapes revealed my apotheosis after ordering a rerun of
The Leaky Establishment from Lightning Source: “I learned yesterday (on a
visit to the premises) that this was the very first title printed from their new
UK facility, and a copy is framed in their office!” Gosh.
• The Encyclopedia of SF is about due for a third edition, and if plans go
ahead the co-editors are likely to be John Clute and David Langford, with
Peter Nicholls stepping down as Editor Emeritus. Meanwhile, the latest
available text is the 1995 CD-ROM, with copious corrections (and, alas,
many new death dates) provided by home-made viewer software which I’m
still selling with or without the CD itself: enquiries to me.
Thirty Years Ago. Hugo rumblings after the 1971 worldcon: “the Best Pro
Artist and Best Fan Artist awards have been reorganized to prevent anyone
winning both.”
• Although Novacon 1 registration cost a stiff 50p, “membership has risen to
106, above that considered as a hopeful target.”
• Malcolm Edwards denied rumours that his fanzine Quicksilver might fold.
(All Checkpoint 10 ed Peter Roberts, Oct 1971.)
Thog’s Masterclass. “His mossy, crimson eyebrows threatened to leap off
his face and attack at any moment.” (Jayme Lynne Blaschke, “The Dust”,
1998) [AS]
• “With one last crushing gesture he crammed his fist to his ears and dropped
dead.” “A rabbit thumped and ran in Timothy’s chest.” “‘Like ghosts?’
‘Which use people’s ears to look out their eyes!’” (all Ray Bradbury, From
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the Dust Returned, 2001) [PB]
• “She had an annoying habit of running her tongue over his teeth, and as she
did that, he realised there was absolutely nothing between them.” (Jackie
Collins, Hollywood Wives: The New Generation, 2001) [JB]
• “Philip retreated into the insect personality, growing almost silent except for
his constant cries for help ...” (Robert I. Katz, Edward Maret, 2001) [PB]
• “The last chance to stop the operation had passed by. The die was now cast,
if not yet thrown.” (Tom Clancy, Debt of Honor, 1994) [ST]

Endnotes
Jane Carnall invites fans to join her e-mail list: “This group is for discussion
of the events of Tuesday 11th September, the history, the aftermath, and
reactions political, personal, and practical. All are welcome to join: No
Flaming Allowed. Please note: This is a discussion group, not a support
group. Everyone is entitled to express their opinion and argue their corner, so
long as they do so with the usual standards of netiquette.”
Subscribe: FandomTalksTuesday-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
List owner: FandomTalksTuesday-owner@yahoogroups.com
Ansible 171 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2001. Thanks to John Bangsund,
Paul Barnett, Elaine Cochrane, Gary Farber, Bruce Gillespie, Steve Green,
David J. Howe, Guy H. Lillian III, Robert Newman, Andrew Seaman,
Maureen Kincaid Speller, Bryan Talbot, Steve Taylor, Jon Weir, and Hero
Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan
Stewart (Oz). 4 Oct 01.
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to everyone who was swayed by Big Engine’s subtle blandishments
and Ansible’s unsubtle plugs for The Leaky Establishment, which according
to Amazon insider Jon Weir reached #121 on Amazon.co.uk’s sales list in
October, not to mention #7 in their sf/fantasy bestsellers. Life detected in 17year-old reissued novel! I gloat, shamelessly.
THANKS

T Zero
Brian Aldiss mourns: “Re the collapse of Stratus. Stratus was a brave new
idea, print-on-demand, cutting out old-fashioned warehouse costs. My belief
is that they printed too much too fast. At least before they went down the
tubes they brought out about twenty-five of my back-list titles, elegantly
published. Who else, I ask you, would have been crazy enough to do that?
Thanks, Stratus, brave try!” But Stratus has avoided actual bankruptcy,
“rescued” by former CEO David Lane, says The Bookseller. It’s uncertain
whether creditors will get any actual money. [PL]
Terry Brooks achieved supreme topicality in these days of biowar panic,
with a new fantasy novel which (after some stuff about this being The Voyage
of the Jerle Shannara Book 2) is titled ... Antrax.
Arthur C Clarke’s 2001 SF Calendar continues to stun us with gobbets of
wisdom: “Isaac Asimov never had any work converted to either the large or
small screen.” As Simo observes, “Even assuming Clarke wrote this before
Bicentennial Man came out, there remains the small matter of the Nightfall
movie, the BBC’s Caves Of Steel play, six episodes of Out Of The Unknown
and one of Out Of This World. I’m sure ACC would have known about these
if only he had access to some sort of global, instant-access information
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resource ... wait a minute!”
Ken Follett, at a London charity auction, bid £2,200 to feature as a character
in Terry Pratchett’s next novel. “I want to appear as a giant but Terry is
making no promises. All he asked me is how I want to die, which is a little
disconcerting.” But ever so characteristic. [PL]
China Miéville has the inside story: “My supervisor, an expert in the Middle
East, told me about a rumour circulating about the name of Bin Laden’s
network. The term ‘Al-Qaeda’ seems to have no political precedent in
Arabic, and has therefore been something of a conundrum to the experts,
until someone pointed out that a very popular book in the Arab world, Arabs
apparently being big readers of translated sf, is Asimov’s Foundation, the
title of which is translated as ‘Al-Qaeda’. Unlikely as it sounds, this is the
only theory anyone can come up with.”
Mike Moorcock reports from darkest Texas: “Turned on the TV this am. An
ad – If your child has been introduced to Satanism by Harry Potter books call
this number.... As far as I can tell it’s a commercial exorcism outfit. See what
happens when you deregulate. • Come to think of it I could simply pass the
number on to the various loonies who have been possessed by Elric. Elric
seems to behave very uncharacteristically while possessing people, I’ve
noticed – rape, ritual murder, torture ... I’ve always prided myself that I’m an
influence on the young, but it’s getting the bastards to fall on their swords
that’s the hard bit.”
Sandy Sladek sends a topical John Sladek anecdote: “I remember one time
after we had returned from our second trip to England, John was coughing in
the airport. (Any change in temperature or location could trigger a coughing
episode.) At any rate, John noticed someone staring at him and immediately
said to me in a loud voice, ‘Ever since we left Ebola, I can’t seem to get rid of
this annoying cough.’”

Contraction
9-11 Nov • Armadacon, Copthorne Hotel, Plymouth. GoH Tom Holt. Still
£27 reg; £18 Sat only, £12 Sun. Contact 4 Gleneagle Ave, Mannamead,
Plymouth, PL3 5HL. 01752 252827.
9-11 Nov • Novacon, Quality Hotel, Bentley, Walsall. GoH Gwyneth Jones.
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£35 reg to 27 Oct, £40 at door. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
12 Nov • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Pat Cadigan, M. John
Harrison, Ken MacLeod. Nalo Hopkinson won’t be there as planned; she has
to get back to Canada. NB: there’s no Dec reading.
28 Nov • BSFA Open Meeting, The Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London,
EC1. 7pm on, fans present from 5pm. With Liz Williams.
7-9 Dec • Smofcon 19 (secret mastery), Monkbar Hotel, York. £25/$40 reg.
Contact KIM Campbell, 69 Lincoln St, Leeman Rd, York, YO26 4YP, or
Ben Yalow, 3242 Tibbett Ave, Bronx, NY 10463, USA.
2-3 Mar 02 • Microcon 2002, Exeter University. Guests TBA. Contact 79
Alphington Rd, Exeter EX2 8JE. Phone 07740423320.
12 May 02 • Fantasy Fair (10th anniversary event), Cresset Exhibition
Centre, Bretton, Peterborough. Contact 01477 534626.
9-11 Aug 02 • ConteXXt (Unicon 20) has a new venue, sort of: on 23 Oct,
after ten years’ struggle, the former Cheltenham & Gloucester College of
Higher Education became the University of Gloucestershire. GoH Keith
Brooke. £25 reg to 2 Apr 02, £15 concessions, small children £1. Contact 17
Cow Lane, Didcot, Oxon, OX11 7SZ.
19-20 Oct 02 • Octocon 2002 (Irish national con), Royal Marine Hotel, Dun
Laoghaire, Co.Dublin. GoH China Miéville; many other guests. £10(I) or £8
reg to 31 Dec 01. Irish cheques c/o Yellow Brick Rd, 8 Bachelors Walk,
Dublin 1, Ireland; sterling to Dave Lally #2 A/C, 64 Richborne Tce, London,
SW8 1AX.
18-21 Apr 03 • Seacon ’03 (Eastercon), venue confirmed as the Hanover
International Hotel, Hinckley, Leics – as for the 2001 Easter event. Guests of
honour: Chris Baker, Chris Evans, Mary Gentle. Now £35 reg. Contact 8 The
Orchard, Tonwell, Herts, SG12 0HR.
Worldcon Bids • Australia vs Japan in 2007? Or Australia in 2009?

Infinitely Improbable
Redistribution. Ten years is a long stint, and I’m tired of having life revolve
around a particular monthly deadline. No, Ansible isn’t going away yet, but
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will no longer be distributed at every single first-Thursday sf meeting in
London (currently upstairs in the Florence Nightingale pub, Westminster
Bridge Rd roundabout, from 5pm or so until late; nice people, awful
acoustics). See www.dcs.gla.ac.uk/Ansible/ for web archive and details of
free e-mail subscriptions. SAEs still work!
Thog’s Critical Masterclass. A school website suggests a disarmingly
radical new approach to reading fantasy: “The well-known story of Alice in
Wonderland takes on a whole new view when read in its original form.”
(Metropolitan School District of Mt.Vernon, USA) [AMB]
R.I.P. Josh Kirby (1928-2001), sf/fantasy artist famously responsible for
many Discworld covers and a great deal of other memorable genre artwork
going back to 1954, died unexpectedly on 23 October. He was 72. I very
much enjoyed working with Josh – a charming and modest man – on the
Paper Tiger collection of his paintings for which I wrote the text, and it was a
huge treat to be allowed a Real Kirby Cover on that first Discworld quizbook.
When the second was under way, I told Josh that another cover commission
might be coming, and he replied at once: “Ah! such timing! Not only have I
heard of your new quizbook, but later today I’ll be sending off the finished
cover! The Wyrdest Link is one of the occasions when I’m told exactly what
to do, so I feel a bit like a jobbing gardener being directed from the flowerhung balcony – just a head of the Librarian, looking like Anne Robinson plus
mortarboard ... will she mind?! – no creative input possible. Well, I added her
glasses, omitted from the doodle I was sent ... stroke of genius? Hm....” And
that was the last letter I had from him, about what they tell me was his last
commissioned Discworld painting. He’d since begun work on a new painting
in his “Voyage of the Ayeguy” sf myth-sequence, often returned to since its
portfolio appearance in 1981. Goodbye, Josh. [See also my obituary in The
Independent, 5 November. ]
• John Cunningham Lilly (1915-2001), the experimental psychologist whose
work on dolphin intelligence and communication inspired several sf stories,
died on 30 September. [DB]
• Milton Rothman (1919-2001) died on 6 October aged 81. Bill Higgins
writes: “Milt Rothman was a physicist, author, and fan. He was active at the
dawn of fandom and was one of the hosts for the first sf convention in the
US. He chaired two Worldcons (including the one in 1953 that introduced the
Hugo Award), wrote Golden Age sf under the name Lee Gregor, and was a
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columnist for the Skeptical Inquirer.”
• Douglas J. Stone (1947-2001), vice-president of Odyssey Press, which
prints and mails The New York Review of SF, died on Flight 11 on 11
September.
Adams Award. The BBC’s first Douglas Adams award for radio comedy
was presented on 30 Oct to Julian Barratt and Noel Fielding, whose show The
Boosh (surreal rather than sf) airs on Radio 4. [JW]
Random Fandom. John Foyster & Yvonne Rousseau “are pleased to say (by
means of John dictating to Yvonne) that things are looking up. It appears that
John has had one of the new and technologically advanced illnesses that
generates kidney failure and lung failure, and simulates some aspects of
stroke, without actually being any of these things. (This, of course, is no
consolation to the person with kidney failure, lung failure, and manifestations
of stroke.) Fortunately, large intravenous doses of antibiotics seem to deal
with the problem adequately, if slowly. At the moment, it is hoped that the
major problems will all have been resolved by the end of November.”
Release from hospital is promised then.
• John L. Ingham seeks fans with memories or photos of Eric Frank Russell,
or letters from him, for a biography in progress. 41 Rosemary Ave, Lower
Earley, Reading, RG6 5YQ.
• The Paper Snarl, Paul Barnett’s very fannish e-newsletter for Paper Tiger,
is (like him) going on sabbatical for six months or so.
• Colette Reap remembers Octocon 2001: “I think the best bit was being in
the audience for the recording of two episodes of Crazy Dog Audio Theatre’s
new 6 part space opera. The audience had a part to play – we were the
normally unseen (or should that be unheard) expendable crew, and we got to
shout at the bridge crew from time to time. Tremendous fun.”
C.o.A. Bridget & Simon Bradshaw, 5 Sandwich Rd, Brampton, Huntingdon,
PE28 4QH. Linda & Ron Bushyager, 4025 Mitra Ct, Las Vegas, NV 891030162, USA. Grant Canfield, 7 Flemings Court, Sausalito, CA 94965, USA.
Chris Nelson, PO Box 1571, Apia, Samoa. Pam Wells, Psychology
Department, University of York, Heslington, York, YO10 5DD.
First Ever? The Radio Times Webclub newsletter revealed the littlesuspected nonexistence of the SF Encyclopedia: “Following the success of
the film guide, RT has a new one for you: the Radio Times Guide to Science
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Fiction – the first book covering not just science-fiction films, not just
science-fiction television but all of it, including the greatest radio tales of
them all.” [GSD] All of sf, that is, except for obsolete media like books. Simo
dutifully bought this major reference work, “pre-ordered on the assumption
that it would be a gargantuan piece of original research à la The RT Guide to
TV Comedy. Alas, it seems to be a quickly cobbled together bunch of
thumbnail reviews, so accurate that it refers to ‘computer graphics’ in the TV
series of Hitch-Hiker’s.”
Outraged Letters. Anthony Brown rushes “to correct ‘sad little trekkie’s’
correction! The Enterprise character was Jeffrey Archer for a brief few days
in late April (until, presumably, the name’s significance was pointed out to
the producers), in between being Jackson Archer and the final Jonathan
Archer. The source for this is a casting sheet reported on a trade website for
Hollywood casting agents, which was then reported on at least one of the
Trek news and rumour sites.”
• Denny Lien can now reveal that “the killer in an early Ellery Queen short
story (‘The Adventure of the Seven Black Cats’, first published in Mystery in
October 1934 and later collected in The Adventures of Ellery Queen), is a
building superintendent named Harry Potter. This presumably will give fresh
ammunition Ms. Nancy Stouffer, who can now claim that this proves
Rowling stole from Ellery Queen too....”
• Mike Moorcock: “The AI billboard was directly outside my window when I
was staying in Beverly Hills. I was jealous. Even in the small print Brian’s
name was about five hundred feet high. I’ll swear Ian Watson’s name was
actually bigger than Ian Watson. We’re just back from our vacation on the
abyss (i.e. San Andreas Bay). Felt good. Felt appropriate.”
• Gordon Van Gelder gnomically remarks, “As Dracula the librarian says: I
never read ... books.” (Taken cruelly out of context, I admit.)
Last Straw. Four American sf film fans are suing Warner Bros and 20th
Century Fox for their publicity use of reviews the fans reckon must have been
obtained by bribery. In their lawyer’s words, “They were sick and tired of
looking at movie ads which say that Battlefield Earth is the greatest movie
since Star Wars.” Who will do the same for excess use of “In the great
tradition of Dune” or “Comparable to Tolkien at his best”?
The Pain of Panels. Paul Barnett broods on differences between conventions
Here and There: “Just been doing Albacon, and am yet again staggered by the
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low quality of US panels by comparison with UK ones – some of which, God
knows, can be dire enough. The first panel I did was to the subject of,
approx., ‘Is fantasy just the 14th century with pointed ears?’ This was taken
by one of the participants as an opportunity to give a five-minute plug for his
own latest novel, by way of starting the discussion. One of the other
panellists, new to the fantasy game (although seemingly a distinguished
historical novelist before that), assumed this was how panels were done, so
followed up his self-promotional monologue with one of her own. There
were gasps of astonishment from those in the audience still awake when
Barnett, tactful as a pair of hobnailed boots in a ballet class, started talking
about things like generic vs true fantasy, the copout of the xeroxed pseudomedieval otherworld, etc. Later, on a movie panel, one of the contributors
was visibly traumatized when, he having described the Ursula Andress She as
one of the greatest fantasy movies of all time, I told him at emphatic length
that this was cobblers of the first water: he clearly assumed that the audience
had come along to listen in glazed reverence to the words of wisdom vomited
by the panellists, and that I was committing an act of treason, as a fellowpanellist, by starting an argument. When I announced that She was one of
those movies where you got to see your popcorn twice I thought he was
going to burst into tears.
• What was odd was that the two art-related panels I was on displayed a
significantly higher standard of discussion – the artists genuinely wanted to
communicate ideas to the audience as opposed to sitting on display as
Famous People. Maybe I notice all this especially because the majority of the
Famous Authors on these panels are authors I’ve, um, never actually heard
of, let alone read. To judge by their own descriptions of their books, this
tragic state of affairs is likely to continue, to my shame. Barely a one of them
seems to be excited by the driving ideas of their books, and from their
descriptions of those books there’s a very simple explanation for this.
• Ahem. Rant over. Barnett goes sticks head down lavatory ...”
Viruswatch. Peter F. Hamilton’s infected computer was spreading the
Magistr e-mail virus circa 11 October: his apologies to all recipients.
The Pain of Panels II. Outraged by the Philadelphia Worldcon’s decision
that his services as a panellist were not required, John Norman published an
open letter on the Locus website that ranted at the Philcon committee for
“suppression of dissent, an absence of authentic dialogue, its exclusionistic
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criteria for participation, and its parochial PC mentality.” Indeed – much
rhetoric omitted here – they are “puritans and censors, excluders, hypocrites,
slanderers, and liars, [...] hoping to keep the members of the science-fiction
community ignorant of a large variety of interesting alternatives to their own
unquestioned dogmatisms and complacent bigotries.” Heroic, martyred John
Norman has “put up for years with the abusive, predictable crap of the
politically blinkered ideological Pavlovians, the psychologically insecure, the
emotionally immature, the morally benighted, and the sexually retarded, of
which science fiction has more than her share.” Such benighted souls, one
gathers, perversely fail to see that the Gor novels are crammed with a large
variety of interesting alternatives (such as institutionalized slavery) to
dogmatisms and bigotries. After all this splendid wrath, it was really rather
cruel of Teresa Nielsen Hayden to suggest that the Worldcon’s attitude might
have something to do with John Norman being a boring panellist. [L]
We Are Everywhere. Elizabeth Billinger finds sf lurking in desert wastes:
“Idly flicking through PricewaterhouseCoopers’ free (but deadly dull)
publication Private Client I was somewhat startled to find ‘Frank Herbert’s
sci-fi classic Dune’ cited in an article on Inheritance Tax. John Whiting,
President of the Chartered Institute of Taxation, uses the Arrakis tradition of
returning to the people a deceased’s water as an illustration of the 19th
century theory that, without the intervention of the state, death signals the
return of a person’s assets to the communal pot.” But was spitting on your
host’s floor a mark of high respect?
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Biometaphorical Research. “The remorse
factor (Factor 26) flooded the sites in Gary’s brain specially tailored by
evolution to respond to it.” “... his glial cells purring with the sweet
lubrication of his drink.” “Cooks were the mitochondria of humanity; they
had their own separate DNA, they floated in a cell and powered it but were
not really of it.” “He’d lived with the affliction of this debt until it had
assumed the character of a neuroblastoma so intricately implicated in his
cerebral architecture that he doubted he could survive its removal.” (all
Jonathan Franzen, The Corrections, 2001) [MMW]
• “It was Mark Beasley, a photographer for the Globe who wore a beard that
reached the middle of his chest and was nicknamed the Beast.” (Brendan
DuBois, Resurrection Day, 1999) [PM]
• Dept of Heartfelt Romance. “I wanted him in my mouth, aquiver, like the
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slippery muscle I’d once had a gloved hand on in an emergency room – a
fibrillating heart.” (Elizabeth Knox, Black Oxen, 2001)

Endnotes
Pam Wells’s postgraduate research involves the study of audience responses
to stand-up comedians, and she’d love to borrow videotapes of UK
performers – contact address in C.o.A. above.
Ansible 172 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2001. Thanks to Damien
Broderick, Andrew M. Butler, Gary S. Dalkin, Locus on-line, Elise
Matthesen, Petrea Mitchell, Kim Newman, Publisher’s Lunch, Colin Smythe,
Jan Stinson, Jon Weir, Martin Morse Wooster, and our Hero Distributors:
Rog Peyton (Brum), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan Stewart
(Thyme/Oz). 3 Nov 01.
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Ansible 173, December 2001
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
ISSN 0265-9816. E-mail ansible@cix.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Joe Mayhew. Available for SAE or a mappemonde crafted
from finest azulejaria.
For fear of men with big sticks, Ansible is tactfully
not naming the major UK publisher which – a week after the very last royalty
payment date allowed by my contract, 31 Oct 01 – sent a circular implying
that the delay was caused by a change to direct bank payment. The punchline:
this message was dated December 1999.
THE JOY OF AUTHORSHIP.

Negative Minus
Mike Moorcock feels cheery after unspecified surgery, or would if it weren’t
for an imminent movie release: “I have, by the way, emerged from under the
knife lighter and feistier. I have dropped the Gandalf hit plan and have
decided to go and do the job myself. Or did he die in the end? I started
skipping too soon, I suppose. Yep, I’ll never know who bought Frodo’s
beautiful hole or whether they found his ring. The Lord of the Rings ballet at
Covent Garden, done à la the all-male Swan Lake, should be good. I see
Sauron in pastels.”
Terry Pratchett is our man with the popcorn this issue, emerging with faint
praise for Tomb Raider: “After watching this, in mounting aghastment, I’ve
now realised why it’s so bad. It’s because it’s good. Unfortunately, what it’s
good at is being a movie of a computer game. If you’ve played your way
through the TR games you’ll realize that. The atmosphere of the locations, the
way Lara runs and fires, the traps ... someone sat through all the games,
taking notes. It’s truer to the feel of the games than most novel-based movies
are to the original novel. Time and care was spent on that. • Then, since the
games have no characterization, or any plot much above the level of ‘get all
the bits’, they pasted together an inconsistent load of old garbage in twenty
minutes and hoped the SFX would carry it. They don’t.”
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Chris Priest was presented with the Prix Utopia 2001 – the French sf
lifetime achievement or grandmaster award – at the Utopiales 2001, the
international festival in Nantes at the start of November. Previously honoured
authors are Jack Vance, Brian Aldiss, and Frederik Pohl.
Andy Sawyer was in Nantes too. “My job was to talk learnedly about the
fiction of Christopher Priest on a panel preceding the Award Ceremony
during which Chris – and an increasing number of fiction writers, film
makers, bandes dessinnees illustrators, computer game designers, and people
who looked neat on stage but I can’t quite remember why they were there –
received their prizes. By the time Chris was called on stage to pick up the
Prix Utopia, it had been under the spotlight for so long that it was hot enough
to raise blisters as it was handed to him, thus giving him the honour of
becoming the first major sf writer to inadvertently dismantle his award before
he got off stage. We North European plebs in the audience were wondering
long before that stage whether we would have to sit through the winning film
before sloping off to the free drinks, but managed to cheer lustily as Chris
outdid us all by delivering his victory speech in French.”

Contorno
7-9 Dec • Smofcon 19 (secret mastery), Monkbar Hotel, York. £25/$40 reg.
Contact the committee in the bar, I should imagine.
15 Dec • British Fantasy Society Xmas Open Night, upstairs, Princess
Louise pub, High Holborn, London. 6pm onward. All welcome.
20 Dec • London Xmas Meeting, Florence Nightingale, Westminster Bridge
Rd roundabout. 5pm on. By this date, friendly landlord Kevin will have
moved; his new pub near Kennington apparently has no private room for sf
meetings. Despite initial worries about this change, the FN is booked for 20
Dec and all first Thursdays through 2002.
26 Dec • BSFA London Open Meeting cancelled as usual in Dec.
1-3 Feb 02 • Contabile-Fortean (filk), Hilton International, Basingstoke. £25
reg to 31 Dec, £12 supporting or concessions. Contact 34 Star Rd, Isleworth,
Middlesex, TW7 4HB.
9 Feb 02 • Picocon 19, Imperial College Union, Prince Consort Rd, London,
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SW7 2BB. £8 reg, students £5, ICSF £2. GoH Anne Gay, China Miéville,
Stan Nicholls. Contact 51a Goldhawk Rd, London, W12 8QP.
9 Feb 02 • Reminiscon Fifty, Hanover Hotel, Schooner Way, Cardiff.
Celebrating Lionel Fanthorpe’s 50 years in print. Contact 48 Claude Rd,
Roath, Cardiff, CF24 3QA. “Supported by Welsh Academi.”
8-10 Mar 02 • MeCoN V, Senior Common Room, Queen’s University of
Belfast. Guests announced: Ken MacLeod, Mike Cobley, Ian McDonald,
David Wingrove. £15 reg to 7 Mar 02, then £17. Contact 30 Bendigo St,
Belfast BT6 8GD.
3-6 May 02 • Damn Fine Convention (Twin Peaks), Shepperton Moat
House Hotel, Shepperton. Now £25 reg; Norwegians free, if resident in
Norway. Contact 37 Keens Rd, Croydon, CR0 1AH.
1-7 Jul 02 • Eurocon 2002, Chotebor, Czech Republic. GoH G.R.R. Martin,
K. Bulycov, R. Holdstock, A. Sapkowski, others TBA. $20/$25 reg (it says
here; these are US dollars). Contact avalcon@avalcon.cz.
29 Aug - 2 Sep 02 • Conjosé (60th Worldcon), San José, California.
$160/£112 reg, rising to $180/£125 on 1 Jan 02. $35/£25 supp. Contact PO
Box 61363, Sunnyvale, CA 94088-1363, USA; UK agents 52 Westbourne
Tce, Reading, RG30 2RP.
1-3 Nov 02 • Novacon 32, Quality Hotel, Bentley, Walsall (as in 2001). GoH
Ian McDonald. £32 reg to Easter, then £35 to 20 Oct 02, and £40 at door.
Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
Rumblings • Australian Worldcon bid update: 2007 seems unfeasible owing
to US support for Japan. Sydney in 2008 is fancied by a few locals. Sources
now say Melbourne in 2009 or, more likely, 2011. [RM]

Infinitely Improbable
Spooksafe. It’s good to know that British insurance firm Ultraviolet sells this
cover against alien abduction, poltergeist attack, and becoming a werewolf or
vampire. Most Spooksafe sales, for some reason, are to California. But it isn’t
easy money: a UK newspaper reports that they “paid out £100,000 to a
woman whose claim that evil spirits threw her over the banisters was
apparently verified by experts.” [IoS 4 Nov] No doubt ultra-expensive
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premiums would be quoted to Whitley Strieber.
R.I.P. Roy Boulting (1913-2001), one of the UK film-making Boulting
Brothers, died early in November aged 87. The brothers ventured into sf
territory with their nuclear thriller Seven Days to Noon (1950). [SG]
• Dorothy Dunnett (1923-2001), Scottish author whose historical novels (the
Lymond series especially) were highly regarded in sf fan circles, died on 9
November; she was 78.
• Terry Hughes (1950-2001), US fan, publisher of the very fine 1970s fanzine
Mota, and 1979 TAFF winner, died on 14 November from complications of
brain cancer diagnosed and surgically treated a year before. On a personal
note, Terry encouraged me no end with lots of cheerfully silly letters to my
own early fanzines. After his long absence from fandom, communications
resumed via e-mail in 1999: “I have been receiving e-mails from some people
with familiar-sounding names (no doubt the grandchildren of the fans I used
to correspond with) ...” It was always fun to hear from Terry.
• Warren Varnom, UK fan who regularly worked for the Festival of Fantastic
Films, died suddenly on 5 November; he was 29. [HN]
As Others See Us. The British media are still evolving strategies to deal with
the vast popularity of Terry Pratchett without seeming too uncool. The
Independent on Sunday recently ran an appreciative review of TP’s The Truth
which ended: “a funny and curiously tender satire on the origins of
journalism.” But the opening went: “A good stiff drink should see you
through this one. Failing that, give it to a Pratchett fan.” Perhaps a
disapproving subeditor added that bit?
World Fantasy Awards 2001. Novel (tie) Declare, Tim Powers; Galveston,
Sean Stewart. NOVELLA The Man on the Ceiling, Steve Rasnic Tem &
Melanie Tem. SHORT “The Pottawatomie Giant”, Andy Duncan. ANTHOLOGY
Dark Matter: A Century of Speculative Fiction from the African Diaspora,
ed. Sheree R. Thomas. COLLECTION Beluthahatchie, Andy Duncan. ARTIST
Shaun Tan. SPECIAL AWARD (PRO) Tom Shippey, for J.R.R. Tolkien: Author of
the Century. SPECIAL (NON-PRO) Bill Sheehan, for At The Foot Of The Story
Tree: An Inquiry into the Fiction of Peter Straub. LIFE ACHIEVEMENT Philip
José Farmer and Frank Frazetta.
Critical Masterclass. Sometimes Thog worries whether submissions may be
just too clever for him.... “What we have in the sentence of which this lexia is
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a part is a dispersal over the foreground topography (i.e., in the subject), by
metonymic reduction, of the New Sentimentality, which, three lexias hence
(57) will reappear to disperse itself in the outward discourse with a direct
statement.” ... “This arrangement is at least as inadequate as the Saussurian
concept of S/s before the Lacanian modification.” (Samuel R. Delany, The
American Shore, 1978) [LP] Academic Andrew M. Butler tells Thog that all
this makes perfect sense.
Random Fandom. John Foyster came home from hospital on 16 Nov,
weakened but cheery after an alarming infection that simulated a stroke. Two
days later Yvonne Rousseau wrote: “Today (Sunday) he walked to the
Torrens river for the picnic he’d been promising himself, and sat under a
eucalypt, in the resin chair I had brought along, while Jennifer and Miranda
and I sat on a large cloth, and the only duck in sight refused to be fed but
seemed to become much healthier, even as we watched (it had an injured
foot); an obvious effect of basking in John’s antibiotic aura.”
• Steve Green is writing a regular fandom column for the BSFA newsletter
Matrix. “Short items (con news, club events, etc) should be directed to
sfcheckpoint@yahoo.co.uk.”
• Steve Sneyd continues to send his Data Dump, relentlessly cataloguing
sf/fanzine poetry and song lyrics in tiny tiny handwriting, the latest issue seen
here being #56. Contact 4 Nowell Place, Huddersfield, HD5 8PB.
Terrorwatch. Ben Jeapes had this message from Amazon.co.uk: “We have
recently become aware that some book shipments contain a white powdery
substance used to protect titles from humidity. In light of recent events and in
the interests of safety, we would like you to please refrain from including any
such powder in your shipments to us. Additionally, since these materials are
sometimes used by binderies, we ask that you notify your bindery to also
refrain from using such materials.”
C.o.A. Richard Brandt, 835 Musket Dr #L-303, Colorado Springs, CO
80906, USA. Jane Carnall, 1f3, 57 Albert St, Edinburgh, EH7 5LW. Russ
Chauvenet, 275 South Peace Haven Rd, Winston-Salem, NC 27104-4419,
USA. James Frenkel, 1016 Vilas Ave, Madison, WI 53715, USA. Nick
Shears, PO Box 582, Sumner Park, Queensland 4074, Australia. Roger & Pat
Sims, 7030 Villa Estelle Dr, Orlando, FL 32819, USA. Nico Veenkamp, van
Rensselaerstraat 4, 3862 AP, Nijkerk, The Netherlands.
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James White Award. On 3 Nov this went to US fan and author David D.
Levine of Portland, Oregon, for his short story “Nucleon”. James Bacon
writes: “Peggy [White] was very happy with how it all went, which is good,
and she read the winning story and told everyone present that she loved it and
knew that James would have loved it also, and she asked me to pass on
thanks to all the judges, for choosing such a nice story.” It’s published in this
month’s issue of Interzone. The 2002 contest is already open: contact 211
Black Horse Ave, Dublin 7, Ireland.
We Are Everywhere. Late news: Kurt Vonnegut’s story “Harrison
Bergeron” was cited by the US Supreme Court in May 2001. A decision that
disabled players must be allowed to use golf carts in pro tournaments was
dissented from by Justice Scalia, who compared this terrible thing to
Vonnegut’s dystopia where “everybody was finally equal” thanks to massive
handicaps imposed on the healthy and able-bodied. [RM]
Outraged Letters. A172 correction: Colette Reap had meant to write Crazy
(not Mad) Dog Audio (not Radio) Theatre.
• Ian Covell rebuked me at length for poking fun at the great and innovative
John Norman: “The real argument may even be that Norman is so GOOD a
writer that he is immensely persuasive in his views – in which case (as with
stupidly banning any ‘extreme’ group you fear) YOUR goal is to create
fiction or non-fiction to persuade people OTHERWISE, not to say, keep him
quiet in case people listen.” Not, of course, that I said anything remotely like
that.
• Malcolm Edwards offers mystic confirmation of the Foundation/al-Qaeda
link: “I note, conclusively, that ‘Osama Bin Laden’ is an anagram of ‘I a
Seldon BA, man’ – proof of his deep study of the Holy Text.”
• Arthur Hlavaty: “I thought the most remarkable thing about [John]
Norman’s Locus letter was the way he insisted he was being punished for
bringing libertarianism and interesting sex to a field otherwise bereft of them.
• On the other hand, I have to say that I was once on a panel with Norman,
and it was a pleasant and informative experience. It was not about sex; it was
about philosophy (his area of expertise). He speechified some (one of
Teresa’s main complaints), but was good at it.”
• Terry Pratchett was at Josh Kirby’s funeral on 6 November: “It was a
Humanist affair, consisting of a couple of pieces of favourite music and half a
dozen eulogies – I think that that’s the official word, but really they were a lot
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less formal and more moving than that – from relatives and friends, including
me.
• It may be the only such occasion so far to include Monty Python’s ‘The
Galaxy Song’, which seemed well received all round....”
• Robert Silverberg also fondly remembered Josh’s work: “My grasp of
reality has grown so tenuous in this dreary century that I had quite forgotten
the brilliant set of covers Kirby did for the Majipoor books between the
various Jim Burns versions, and I’m glad to be reminded that his work and
mine did coincide on that occasion. (And also, of course, on the UK edition
of Legends.) I hadn’t forgotten the covers, you understand, just that it was
Kirby who had done them.”
Contact Fanthology. “In this sparkling [literally, with glittery cover stock]
100-page fanzine, produced by Dick and Leah Smith, 72 fans tell the stories
of how they found their way to fandom.” With many fan/pro notables. $10 in
USA, $15 surface or $20 air mail outside. $US checks or money orders to
Richard Smith at PO Box 266, Prospect Hts, IL 60070-0266, USA; or use
paypal.com to pay rhes@enteract.com.
Big Numbers. I got quite excited about a Fictionwise.com royalty statement
saying they’d shifted 3,931 “units” of my story “Different Kinds of
Darkness”, downloadable for a trifling sum. Closer inspection indicated
approximately 31 actual sales and 3,900 downloads from when they offered
the 2001 Hugo short-fiction nominees as freebies. Oh well.
Novacon 31 happened last month, and Martin Sketchley compares it with the
dread Birmingham Britannia Hotel venue of recent years: “The Quality Hotel
near Walsall was a good location for Novacon, with all the required facilities.
There was a largish room for the dealers, and while some attendees were
slightly taken aback by the amazing arsenal on display, this tended to be
those already somewhat disoriented by the distinct lack of inoperative lifts,
and the fact that the wallpaper was actually in contact with the walls. A
sizeable reception/bar area with lots of seats was a good place to meet people
and ask where registration was, which, as it turned out, was down at the far
end, past the dealers’ room, underneath the sign saying ‘registration’. There
was also a room suitable for use as Dave Lally’s Pit of Darkness (they tell me
this is for showing SF-related films and so on, but it’s always black, with just
one or two strange voices emanating from somewhere deep within, and I’ve
never had the nerve to actually enter), and not one but two rooms for the art
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show. One of these had a distinct odd smell thrown in at no extra cost, which
no-one seemed to feel inclined to comment on just in case it belonged to the
con and not the hotel.
“The hotel staff were friendly and accommodating, although most con-goers
were at some stage confused by the question posed by the lady behind the bar
when ordering a soft drink: ‘is that a glass or a point?’ Initially many thought
this was a trick question, or possibly something to do with the ‘modem
points’ referred to on a blackboard above the bar – presumably similar to air
miles, but which allow the increasingly inebriated to look at blurred web sites
– but gradually it was realized that she was asking in best Walsallese about
the size of drink required. Next year, someone should tell her that things
would be much clearer if she asked whether ‘a point or a narf’ was required.
“Walsall itself apparently consists of Debenhams, and is populated by
miserable grey people who, according to one con member ‘looked like they
could do with a good party to cheer them up’. Maybe it was just that they’d
heard about the odd goings-on at the Quality Hotel, with its strange smells,
assortment of weapons and disembodied voices....”
Fan Awards. Nova Awards for British fan work were presented at Novacon
31. FANZINE Head ed Doug Bell & Christina Lake. FAN WRITER Alison
Freebairn. FAN ARTIST Dave Hicks. • The Rotsler Award for a life of
outstanding fan art went to Brad Foster: $300 cash and a plaque.
Ten Years Ago. Isaac Asimov featured as the only (then) living writer on a
Harper’s Magazine list of “cultural icons” – names so famous, like Dracula,
Frodo, Garfield and Superman, that computer users were warned never to use
them as passwords. • Rob Holdstock was eagerly telling everyone about a
certain discrepancy between the rampant, priapic wooden image described in
his new novel The Fetch and its tastefully eroded depiction on the cover.
(Ansible 53, Dec 1991)
Group Gropes. Pat Cadigan’s 2nd-Mon readings in Borders, Oxford St,
resume in February, and BSFA open meetings (4th Wed) in January.
Thog’s Masterclass. “The first smart rock overloaded the Phinon’s shields
and it collapsed to nothing but a smile of satisfaction on Rick’s face.”
(Jeffery D. Kooistra, Dykstra’s War, 2000) • “This wasn’t like him. But he
had just vanquished an alien race single-handedly. It was natural he’d be
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different after that.” “‘I’m going to remove the skull so I can watch what
happens in the brain when I make you my mate,’ he said. ‘No one has ever
determined if there is any actual physical response in the brain.’” (Rodman
Philbrick & Lynn Harnett, Abduction, 1998) [FR]

Endnotes
Mike Moorcock is guest-editing the web magazine Fantastic Metropolis and
offers such delights as a free John Sladek story taken from the forthcoming
Sladek collection Maps, described by your editor at inordinate length on the
same site: http://www.sfsite.com/fm/ [link no longer works]
Michael Bernstein has set up an on-line archive of the late Bill Rotsler’s fan
artwork, and is eager for more of his cartoons to be scanned and e-mailed by
whoever holds copies. See: http://www.rotsler.com/
Merry Christmas to all readers from Dave & Hazel Langford, who once again
feel far too disorganized to send seasonal cards....
Ansible 173 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2001. Thanks to Steve Green, the
Independent on Sunday, Richard Mason, Rose Mitchell, Harry Nadler,
Lawrence Person, Franz Rottensteiner, Pete Young (Official Ansible
Novacon Chauffeur), and our Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group
News), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Oz). 1 Dec 01.
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Ansible 174, January 2002
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
ISSN 0265-9816. E-mail ansible@cix.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cute unicorn for Mr Moorcock: Sue Mason. Available for SAE,
lembas, Narya, Nenya, or Vilya.
Teresa Nielsen Hayden reports a recent NYC
subway trip that was mightily delayed because someone had dropped a
powdered-sugar-coated doughnut on the platform. Michael Swanwick, whose
wife works in a state Bureau of Labs, provides the inside information that
“Most of the powder sent in to be tested, incidentally, turns out to be
cocaine.” Meanwhile, a jiffybag leaking fine white grains arrived at Ansible
HQ and proved to be a gift packet of sweets from an interviewer, “Cosmic
Flying Saucers filled with Sherbet Moon Powder” – or rather, thanks to some
postal worker’s massive boot, no longer exactly filled.... • And a Happy New
Year to all of you.
SINISTER WHITE POWDER.

The Arts of the Enemy
Ray Bradbury Day was Friday 14 December, declared his long-time fan
Mayor James K. Hahn of Los Angeles (Bradbury’s home since 1936). Will
weather reports confirm that this was the day it rained forever?
Arthur C. Clarke is telling correspondents about his accidental sf prediction
at the start of Rendezvous with Rama (1973). Although the year is 2077, the
place Italy and the method a natural meteor impact, his own huge disaster
does indeed happen on 11 September. [BR]
Harlan Ellison notes that his sf awards “pale into insignificance before the
singular fact that I am the author of the longest running serial in the history of
science fiction. It’s been going since 1956....” The latest episode of !Nissassa
is in the 2001 issue of Lee Hoffman’s Science-Fiction Five-Yearly (founded
1951), guest-edited by Geri Sullivan, Jeff Schalles and the late Terry Hughes.
“Fifty years? That’s not too many.”
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Philip José Farmer, who is 83, is recuperating at home after a stroke
suffered in mid-December. Complete recovery is hoped.
Mike Moorcock, like everyone else except your editor, went to the movies:
“I actually saw Lord of the Rings (en famille – that is, the nieces and in-laws
watched, Linda snored gently through most of it, to wake up occasionally to
utter a snort of irritation, and I had to leave twice in spite of me bad legs, just
to get away from the boredom. Wow). Okay, Mr Langford, ask your readers
this – since Prof Tolkien pooh-poohed most science fiction for not being
logical in its world-building, especially its languages, of course, and since he
swore that this was not a post-holocaust fantasy, how come these early
industrial revolution kulaks, with sophisticated metal working skills,
gunpowder, focussing lenses and advanced printing methods, couldn’t make
one simple fucking cannon and blow the bad guys off their keeps in a trice?
Jesus, they could put an intercontinental ballistic missile together with the
resources I spotted in hobbitville without even thinking about it, since my eye
kept wandering off the leprechauns and wizards. [...] It’s the last fucking
unicorn opera I watch in a long while. Frankly, Star Wars was a lot more
convincing and I thought that was crap, too.”
Janet and Chris Morris, former sf writers, have a US $9.5 million defence
contract to evaluate “the use of nanoparticles to clear facilities” of biological
threats. Apparently the Morrises became “leading authorities on nonlethal
weapons, like high-powered microwaves, pepperballs, and calming agents”
after a former CIA deputy director of intelligence read their 1984 novel The
40-Minute War and liked it enough to recruit them as defence advisers.
(Wired, Jan) [MMW] We look forward to the equivalent of NASA spinoff
technology, such as nanoware that instantly clears bolognese sauce
contamination from one’s shirt facility.
Brian Stableford, reproved by editor Ginjer Buchanan for hinting that
market considerations influenced a Sharon Shinn novel, has wickedly
reviewed Shinn’s Summers at Castle Auburn with all sordid market details
(price, publisher) censored.... (New York Review of SF, Dec 01)

Condog
23 Jan • BSFA Open Meeting, Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London, EC1.
7pm on, fans present from 5pm. Guest speaker: er, dunno.
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1-3 Feb • Contabile-Fortean (filk), Hilton International, Basingstoke. £25
reg (the announced 1 Jan increase is cancelled), £12 supp or concessions.
Contact 34 Star Rd, Isleworth, Middlesex, TW7 4HB.
9 Feb • Picocon 19, Imperial College Union, Prince Consort Rd, London,
SW7 2BB. £8 reg, students £5, ICSF £2. GoH Anne Gay, China Miéville,
Stan Nicholls. Contact 51a Goldhawk Rd, London, W12 8QP.
9 Feb • Reminiscon Fifty, Hanover Hotel, Schooner Way, Cardiff.
Celebrating Lionel Fanthorpe’s 50 years in print. Contact 48 Claude Rd,
Roath, Cardiff, CF24 3QA. “Supported by Welsh Academi.”
2-3 Mar • Microcon 2002, Exeter University. Guests TBA. Contact 79
Alphington Rd, Exeter EX2 8JE. Phone 07740423320.
8-10 Mar • MeCoN V, Queen’s University of Belfast. £15 reg to 7 Mar 02,
then £17. Contact 30 Bendigo St, Belfast BT6 8GD.
29 Mar - 1 Apr • Helicon 2 (Eastercon), Hotel de France, Jersey. GoH Brian
Stableford, Harry Turtledove, Peter Weston. £35 reg, £18 supp/junior.
Contact 33 Meyrick Drive, Wash Common, Newbury, Berks, RG14 6SY.
Membership is reportedly rather low, and bookings would be welcomed from
those who just haven’t got around to it....
6-7 Apr • Unconvention 2002 (Forteana), Commonwealth Inst, S.
Kensington, London. Contact information at www.forteantimes.com.
Featuring “The World’s Most Fortean Object: Rev Lionel Fanthorpe”.
29 Aug - 2 Sep • ConJosé (60th Worldcon), San José, California. Now
$180/£125 reg. Contact PO Box 61363, Sunnyvale, CA 94088-1363, USA;
UK agents 52 Westbourne Tce, Reading, RG30 2RP.
Rumblings • Eastercon 2005? A rumour from Novacon: certain parties were
checking out Torquay hotels for 25-28 March 05. [DL]

Infinitely Improbable
Publishers & Sinners. On 4 December, Time Warner announced the closing
of its e-books division iPublish, several of whose dozen or so titles were
sf/fantasy. The e-books revolution is perpetually hailed as about to be next
year’s great publishing success....
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R.I.P. Sidney Leonard Birchby, UK sf fan and correspondent since the 1930s,
“died, aged 82, at home in Manchester on 29 December 2001 after a short
illness,” writes his brother John. Sid Birchby remembered the fannish impact
of the 1937 Leeds convention (which he missed) as “like thunder in the
heavens”; he attended his first London Thursday fan meeting in December
that year, when the venue was a Lyons teashop rather than a pub and
Thursday was said to have been chosen because it was editor E. John
Carnell’s weekly half-day off. [T1]
• Dan DeCarlo (1919-2001), the Archie Comics cartoonist who created
Sabrina the Teenage Witch, died on 18 December; he was 82. [PB]
• Jack C. Haldeman II (1941-2002), sf author since 1971, Joe Haldeman’s
elder brother, and a popular figure at US conventions, died on 1 January from
complications of kidney cancer after entering a hospice on 30 December. Jay
Haldeman, as friends called him, was only 60 and is much missed. His most
recent novel was High Steel (1993), written with Jack Dann; they were
working on a sequel.
• Nigel Hawthorne (1929-2001), UK actor famed as Sir Humphrey in the
BBC-TV Yes, Minister, died on 25 December aged 72. His sf movie credits
include the Judge Dredd clone Demolition Man (1993) and the 1981 film of
Doris Lessing’s Memoirs of a Survivor. He also had voice roles in Watership
Down (1978), The Black Cauldron (1985), and Tarzan (1999). [SG]
As Others See Us. “... most science fiction is closer in spirit to astrology than
astronomy.” Thus “Bookworm” in Private Eye (28 Dec), slagging off J.G.
Ballard’s The Complete Short Stories. [TA] The same review relocates the
Golden Age of sf pulps: “The early stories generally aim no higher than they
reach, which is the level of pulp-magazines like Science Fantasy and New
Worlds.” Also, “‘Why I Want To Fuck Ronald Reagan’ seems oddly less
prescient now than when it appeared in an underground magazine in 1968.”
Well, what a surprise.
From the Edge of Forever. Native American sf author Russell Bates, who
sold to The Last Dangerous Visions at age 29 in 1970, and again in 1972,
marked his 60th birthday last year by withdrawing both stories for
publication elsewhere. All this “will be chronicled in a science fiction short
story, ‘The Lurker In The House At The Center Of Infinity’, to be published
in 2002, wherein a writer/editor, ‘Elias Halloran’, is using a John Storer-like
ethereal web to draw on the creative juices and talents of all who were lulled
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into contributing to a volume that never is published, and the house in
question is so microscopically arranged and calculated to be the drawing
rune. Unscramble ‘Elias Halloran’ and you cannot make anyone else’s known
and existing name from it.”
Small Press. Ben Jeapes of Big Engine has plans to launch a new British sf
magazine. A fresh challenge for Mr Pringle’s Interzone? Ben muses on titles:
“I thought Eat Dirt, Pringle might strike the right balance between hostility
and friendly challenge ... though he’s seen so many of the opposition come
and go, I doubt he’ll lose much sleep.”
Respect At Last. The Oxford English Dictionary asks learned sf fans to help
with citations of sf/fan terms whose earliest printed appearance is uncertain.
See http://www.jessesword.com/SF/sf_citations.shtml.
Random Fandom. Eileen Gunn was jet-setting in December: “Just back
from Moscow, a bit jetlagged, and quite surfeited with caviar and vodka.
Moscow is so much cheerier now than on previous visits. I’d have bet against
the Russians, however jolly they might feel inside, learning to smile, but it’s
happened. And there’s a shopping explosion – these are a people with worldclass shopping skills, honed over 75 years of deprivation, so don’t get in their
way.”
• Paul Rood spied on a celebrity signing tour: “Random Shopper 1, spotting
all the signs and the big queue snaking around the block: ‘Terry Pratchett?
Who’s he, then?’ Random Shopper 2: ‘Oh, you know, he’s quite famous –
he’s the guy who wrote The Hobbit’.”
• M.J. “Simo” Simpson is to write Douglas Adams’s biography for Hodder &
Stoughton, with a tight July 2002 deadline. “Adios, day job!” Ansible readers
with relevant anecdotes (e.g. meeting Adams at Seacon ’79 or Hitchercon 1)
are urged to contact mjsimpson@btinternet.com. Fanzine interviews are also
sought.
Thog’s Counterfactual Masterclass. Fay Weldon hints that she’s from a
alternate 20th century: “Or, as Winston Churchill would say – himself the son
of a love-and-money match between an English Lord and an American
heiress – ‘up with which in the end everyone would have to put’. It is a
truism – at least to my generation – that Churchill sent back for re-writing
memoranda containing sentences which ended with prepositions.” (Letters to
Alice: On First Reading Jane Austen, 1984). [YR]
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C.o.A. Andromeda Bookshop in Birmingham is sporting a “To Let” sign, and
Rog Peyton confirms they have to move by Easter; surplus stock is being sold
off at discount prices. Sandra Bond & Simon Amos, 7 Granville Rd, London,
N13 4RR. Gary Farber, 3365 Chisholm Trail #204, Boulder, CO 803015219, USA. Ian McDonald, 99 Mt Merrion Park, Belfast, BT6 0GA. David
Stewart, 70 Heath Square, McKee Ave, Finglas, Dublin 11, Ireland. Jan van
’t Ent, Vaalserberg 137, 2905 PM Capelle aan den IJssel, Netherlands (only
the apartment number is new). Alison Weston, Keyenveldstraat 31, 1050
Brussels, Belgium. Lucy Zinkiewicz, 2 The Crescent, York, YO24 1AW.
In Typo Veritas. “... the sea boiled, great birds spat fire from the sky, and
metal breasts rose up from the waves and destroyed the harbours.” (Samuel
R. Delany, The Jewels of Aptor, Gollancz 2001 ed) [CD]
Award Stuff. The BSFA Award has a new category: Writing About SF.
Critical articles, essay collections/anthologies, and complete books are all
eligible. Nominations (BSFA members only) close 31 Jan. 2001 works so far
nominated are Stephen Baxter’s BSFA-published collection Omegatropic
and, mysteriously, Terry Pratchett: Guilty of Literature from 2000. [M]
• The Hubbard Award was announced as a special ConJosé Hugo rewarding
“outstanding achievement in presenting science fictional concepts as fact to
the general public” – to be given to Whitley Strieber for unforgettably linking
the phrase “alien contact” with “rectal probe” and so setting back the SETI
movement by fifty years. Yes, it’s all a joke from a satirical web site; but the
Hugo administrators were still alarmed by e-mail requesting seat reservations
for the Hubbard presentation. [KS] Next, Retro Hubbards for past
egregiousness?
• New York Times Notable Books of 2001: Liz Williams’s The Ghost Sister
was listed in the sf section, quite a coup for a first novel by a Briton.
• The Blue Peter Books of the Year are chosen by a jury of children from
adult-prepared nominations. Farah Mendlesohn on the 2001 selections: “It
turned out to be a good year for sf with all but one of the major awards going
to sf/fantasy (Best Book to Read Aloud was Alan Aldberg, The Bravest Ever
Bear). Best Book I Couldn’t Put Down: William Nicholson, The Wind
Singer. A Special Book to Keep Forever: Geraldine McCaughrean, The Kite
Rider. Book of the Year: The Wind Singer. Books of All Time: 1 Harry
Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone (Rowling was the only author not to turn
up to collect her award); 2 Double Act, Jacqueline Wilson; 3 Charlie and the
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Chocolate Factory; 4 Northern Lights; 5 The Lion, the Witch, and the
Wardrobe.... Of all the books listed for the three judged awards, eight out of
fifteen were sf or fantasy.”
Quotable. Terry Pratchett updated an old saying while appearing on the
South Bank Show: “At 17, if you don’t think Lord of The Rings is the greatest
contribution to literature there’s something wrong with your head. If you still
think that at 50, there’s definitely something wrong with your head.”
Faster Than Lawsuits. Wendy Graham, editor of the sf webzine FTL at
ftlmagazine.com, is having full and frank discussions with the new FTL
Science Fiction at ftlscifi.com. The latter may change its name. • Meanwhile,
what of David Leddick’s novel The Sex Squad (1999)? As the blurb tells us,
“In the 1950s, seventeen year old Harry Potter moves to Greenwich Village,
NY, to pursue a career as a ballet dancer. [...] Torn between passion and his
true love – dancing – Harry must come to a decision about whom he loves,
who he is, and what he is willing to sacrifice for the world of ballet.” [DK]
Changing the era to the 1950s and Quidditch to ballet surely won’t deceive
J.K. Rowling’s lawyers for long.
Fanfundery. Chris O’Shea is said to be intending to stand against Tobes
Valois for the westbound TAFF race to ConJosé this year. [PNN]
End of an Era. The Skeptical Inquirer (Jan/Feb 02) reports that Martin
Gardner, scourge of pseudoscientists since 1952, has decided at age 87 to
stop writing a column for every issue of SI (odd articles may still appear).
Can I keep up my current columns until 2040? H’mm.
Outraged Letters. Martin Abela felt Ansible should have run an obituary of
George Harrison (1943-2001): “Without George, Monty Python’s Life of
Brian would never have been made. The Python boys were in pre-production
when some film studio Taliban-type decided that a humorous film about a
man whose life echoed that of Jesus Christ’s was too dangerous to be made.
George decided he wanted to see the movie, so he talked to his business
manager and founded his production company Handmade Films to secure the
funding for Life of Brian. We owe George a debt of gratitude just for that one
film. Handmade went on to produce many other fine films including the
fantasy classic Time Bandits.”
• Sir Arthur C. Clarke makes his bid for fame: “Herewith my modest
contribution to Thog’s Masterclass. ‘You cad!’ she hissed. Try it sometime!”
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Thank you, Sir Arthur, but where’s the attribution and date on which Thog
insists? Is this from 2001?
• Mike Moorcock yet again: “I am now being paid in Exocets by Orion, who,
of course, are owned by the same company that gives us the Exocet (Hachette
etc). I pushed my advance up to three rockets per launcher. Cash isn’t going
to be much use in our coming economy. What are the Sussex Downs like for
cave systems?”
Signs of the Times. Richard Bleiler was reproved by a copyeditor for an
article on John W. Campbell Jr that used the phrase in parvo: “The only
reference to ‘parvo’ in Webster’s 10th is the contagious canine disease.” This
from the once great Oxford University Press.
The Dead Past. 20 Years Ago: our first Thog’s Science Masterclass?
“Looking on the bright side, snow does bring some benefit to the garden. As
it melts it undergoes a molecular transformation which produces deuterium
oxide, better known as heavy water. This has a very stimulating effect on
plant life.” (Evening Post Advertiser, cited in Ansible 23, Jan 1982)
• 30 Years Ago: “Professor Tolkien was 80 earlier this month and, not
unsurprisingly, articles have been appearing thick and fast.” (Peter Roberts,
Checkpoint 14, Jan 1972) Anyone remember Professor Tolkien?
• 36 Years Ago. Tolkien gave his first major interview (which was also one of
his last) to a news-stand magazine, whose editor still has a very special
feeling for him: Michael Moorcock’s New Worlds 168 (1966). [Now on line
at Fantastic Metropolis.]
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Nose Jobs. “A thick branch crashed through the
tunnel, just missing Filidor’s nose, and he carefully sliced it away before
resuming his slow upward progress.” (Matthew Hughes, Fools Errant, 1994)
[BED]
• “As his eyes continued to sweep over her, he noted the lean, elegant, body;
but from the smallish hips and waist there grew a breadth of shoulders that
suggested exceptional physical strength.” (David Baldacci, The Winner,
1997) [DB]
• Dept of Pop Science. “On this planet, the force of gravity was so immense –
a hundred times greater than that of earth – that a man on its surface would
have weighed ten tons and been unable to lift his eyelids. Under these
conditions, the only intelligent life form to develop consisted of giant
globular creatures, which on earth would have been called vegetables.” “...
126

when a spider dies, its body turns into a lower form of life called a squid
fungus – an octopus-like invertebrate that was fairly harmless to adults, but
which loved to suffocate and consume sleeping children.” (both Colin
Wilson, Spider World: The Magician, 1992) [BA]

Endnotes
Fast Lane. The pace of modern net communications was well illustrated
when in September 1999 I electronically asked Erik Arthur of Fantasy Centre
if he’d like their new e-address listed in Ansible, and in December 2001 his emailed reply said Yes. See above....
A Word From Our Sponsor. Ben Jeapes, being my publisher, makes a
seasonal offer I can’t refuse to run: “All Big Engine orders received before
the end of January will be delivered post-free. This is a somewhat liberal
interpretation of ‘Christmas’ but I think that if I work to the Armenian
Christmas, plus the Armenian 12 days, plus VAT, then I can just swing it.”
http://www.bigengine.co.uk/ [site now dead]
Ansible 174 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2002. Thanks to Tom Anderson,
Paul Barnett, Damien Broderick, Chris Dunk, Bruce E. Durocher II, Steve
Green, Danny Krashin, Dave Lally, Matrix, Plokta News Network, Bob
Rickard, Yvonne Rousseau, Kevin Standlee, Then 1 (by Rob Hansen), Martin
Morse Wooster, and our Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group News),
Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Oz). 8 Jan 02.
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Ansible 175, February 2002
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
ISSN 0265-9816. E-mail ansible@cix.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Atom. Available for SAE, dergs, gampers, grailers, leeps,
feegs or melgerizers.
“I bought Aldous Huxley’s Brave [New] World thing, but
simply can’t read it. What a bore these stories of the future are.” (P.G.
Wodehouse, 1932 letter in Performing Flea, 1953)
AS OTHERS SEE US.

The Golden Years Return
Arthur C. Clarke’s Rendezvous with Rama “prediction” of disaster on 11
September wasn’t the first, writes Debbie Notkin: “Peter O’Donnell predates
Clarke. In Sabre-Tooth (1966), Modesty Blaise and Willie Garvin thwart a
massive plot to take over Kuwait for profit. The day designated for the plot,
had it not been thwarted, was Saturday 11 September.”
Ken Follett’s much publicized Discworld appearance (at a cost of £2,200 for
charity) is as the sinisterly scheming Doctor Follett, head of the Assassins’
Guild in Terry Pratchett’s just-completed Night Watch.
Stephen King says he’s retiring after five more books. A collection and a
novel this year, three more Dark Tower novels in 2003, and then: “That’s it.
I’m done. Done writing books. [...] I don’t want to finish up like Harold
Robbins. That’s my nightmare.” (LA Times, 27 January)
A.A. Milne, according to Public Lending Right figures, would have earned
the top £6,000 from UK library borrowings in 2000-1 if not disqualified by
being dead. Runners-up in the same situation were Beatrix Potter (£4,122),
Shakespeare (£3,279), and Jane Austen (£3,031).
Mike Moorcock’s rude words about The Lord of the Rings may have
attracted an elvish curse. On 14 January he entered hospital “for some sort of
emergency exploration and possible bypass surgery (not heart – artery crap –
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heart’s strong as anything, but clots seem to be result of previous surgery, so
it goes). Brought low by an intrusive clot and I didn’t even have to attend an
sf convention.” Happily, he was soon out again and e-mailing further
appreciations of J.R.R. Tolkien....
Philip Pullman won the £25,000 Whitbread Book of the Year prize on 22
January for The Amber Spyglass – the first “children’s” book to bag the
award. Reportedly the judges took just two minutes to pick the
“overwhelming” winner: “We did worry about giving such a literary prize to
a children’s book, but then we thought of C.S. Lewis and that was that,” said
the chairman. There’d been heavy betting on Spyglass for the Whitbread
despite its failure to make the Booker Prize shortlist; the bookies William Hill
had nervously stopped accepting bets on the 18th. Terry Pratchett adds:
“Have you noticed that Mr Pullman – a nice chap, by the way – has certainly
grasped one requisite for being a successful fantasy writer? He says he
doesn’t write fantasy, but ‘stark realism’.”

Confliction
9 Feb • Picocon 19, Imperial College Union, Prince Consort Rd, London,
SW7 2BB. £8 reg, students £5, ICSF £2. GoH Anne Gay, China Miéville,
Stan Nicholls. Contact 51a Goldhawk Rd, London, W12 8QP.
9 Feb • Reminiscon Fifty, Hanover Hotel, Schooner Way, Cardiff.
Celebrating Lionel Fanthorpe’s 50 years in print. Contact 48 Claude Rd,
Roath, Cardiff, CF24 3QA. “Supported by Welsh Academi.” And by Thog.
11 Feb • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Pat Cadigan, Ray
Hammond, Rob Holdstock. (The 11 March guests will be Kim Stanley
Robinson and Peter Straub, says La Diva Loca. “You dog.”)
20 Feb • Skeptics in the Pub, Florence Nightingale pub, 7:30.
27 Feb • BSFA Open Meeting, Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London, EC1.
7pm on, fans present from 5pm. Guest speaker: er, dunno.
2-3 Mar • Microcon, Devonshire House, Exeter U. GoH Gwyneth Jones.
Contact 79 Alphington Rd, Exeter EX2 8JE. Phone 07740423320.
8-10 Mar • MeCoN V, Queen’s University of Belfast. £15 reg to 7 Mar 02,
then £17. Contact 30 Bendigo St, Belfast BT6 8GD.
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29 Mar - 1 Apr • Helicon 2 (Eastercon), Hotel de France, Jersey. £35 reg, £18
supp/junior. Contact 33 Meyrick Drive, Wash Common, Newbury, Berks,
RG14 6SY.
13 Apr • Signs of Life, Friends House, Euston Rd, London. Free event 10am5pm. GoH M. John Harrison, Gwyneth Jones. Including the thrilling BSFA
AGM (pre-lunch) and SF Foundation AGM (end of day), which have to be
held on the UK mainland when Eastercon isn’t. Me: “Is that a pub?” BSFA
Person: “Nope – that’s Friends as in Quakers....”
25-28 Oct • Cult TV 2002 (9th annual festival), Southport Theatre and Floral
Hall Complex, Merseyside, UK. Various guests, including Terry Jones.
Contact PO Box 1701, Peterborough, PE7 1ER.
18 May • Arthur C. Clarke Award, Science Museum, by invitation, from
6:30pm. Also panels etc arranged by Pat Cadigan, 2pm-6pm, admission free:
“As in gratis, no charge, in for nowt, nada, nil.”
Rumblings • Concourse: Eastercon 2004 bid. Choice of venues to be voted
at Helicon (if another bid doesn’t emerge and win): Blackpool
Wintergardens, with no central con hotel, or the well-known Radisson
Edwardian at Heathrow. Contact concourse@ntlworld.com.

Infinitely Improbable
Andromeda Bookshop in Birmingham, Britain’s and indeed the world’s
oldest sf specialist shop, has closed after more than 30 years. All sympathy to
Rog Peyton, Andromeda’s founder and leading light – a centre of good cheer
at UK convention dealers’ rooms and bars for longer than I can remember.
The official creditors’ meeting is scheduled for 13 February in Walsall. Rog
writes: “We closed on Saturday evening, Jan 28th, after the worst two weeks
trading I can ever remember.... Since the 28th we’ve had the shutters down
and the doors locked, only allowing in anyone who knocks on the door or
rings the bell. We can then serve them. Last week we took more than the
previous two weeks added together!!! Crazy!” Cash sales only but big
discounts, I hear.
Awards. Arthur C. Clarke Award shortlist for UK-published sf of 2001:
Pashazade by Jon Courtenay Grimwood, Fallen Dragon by Peter F.
Hamilton, Bold as Love by Gwyneth Jones, The Secret of Life by Paul
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McAuley, Mappa Mundi by Justina Robson, Passage by Connie Willis. The
winner of the £2,002 prize (subtly linked to the year) will be announced at the
Science Museum on 18 May: see events list. [PK]
• Philip K. Dick Award nominees for best US sf paperback original of 2001:
Ship of Fools by Richard Paul Russo, Compass Reach by Mark W.
Tiedemann, Divine Intervention by Ken Wharton, In the Company of Others
by Julie E. Czerneda, The Ghost Sister by Liz Williams, Meet Me in the
Moon Room by Ray Vukcevich. Winner to be announced on 30 March.
[GVG]
• BSFA Awards 2001 shortlist: NOVEL American Gods by Neil Gaiman,
Pashazade by Jon Courtenay Grimwood, Bold as Love by Gwyneth Jones,
The Secret of Life by Paul McAuley, Chasm City by Alastair Reynolds, Lust
by Geoff Ryman. SHORT (all Interzone except as noted) “Under the Saffron
Tree” by Cherith Baldry, “First to the Moon” (Spectrum SF 6) by Stephen
Baxter & Simon Bradshaw, “Children of Winter” by Eric Brown,
“Myxomatosis” by Simon Ings, “Wind Angels” by Leigh Kennedy, “Isabel
of the Fall” by Ian MacLeod. ARTWORK “Roach Motel” (IZ166 cover) by
Dominic Harman, Omegatropic cover by Colin Odell, Gridlocked cover by
Steve Rawlings, Heart of Empire CD-Rom by Bryan Talbot, Pashazade
cover by The Whole Hog. NON-FICTION Omegatropic by Stephen Baxter,
Terry Pratchett by Andrew M. Butler, Tim Burton by Michelle LeBlanc &
Colin Odell, “Storming the Bastille” by Justina Robson, “The Best
Introduction to the Mountains” by Gene Wolfe. [TB]
Thog’s Technology Masterclass. Dept of In Space No One Can ... “Hidden
among the brightly pigmented coatings used on the hulls were a field
generator that could create the illusion of invisibility and a radiation
absorption matrix, or RAM. The two would, between them, defeat sonar,
radar, infra-red, and all other traditional detection methods used to trace the
location of a spacecraft.” (Anne McCaffrey and Elizabeth Scarborough,
Acorna’s World, 2000) [AB]
R.I.P. John Buscema (1927-2002), US comics artist best known for over 25
years of drawing Conan the Barbarian, died from stomach cancer on 10
January; he was 74.
• Keith Allen Daniels (1956-2001), US sf poet, anthologist, and founder of
Anamnesis Press, died of colon cancer on 18 December. He was 45. [SS]
• Cele Goldsmith Lalli (1933-2002), influential sf magazine editor under her
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unmarried name Cele Goldsmith, died in a car accident on 14 January; she
was 68. As 1958-1965 editor of Amazing and Fantastic (for which she won a
special 1962 Hugo), she bought first stories by Thomas Disch, Ursula Le
Guin, Roger Zelazny, and other luminaries. Subsequently she spent 32 years
editing Modern Bride, the last 20 as editor-in-chief, before retiring in 1998.
[PNH]
• Astrid Lindgren (1907-2002), Sweden’s best-loved writer of children’s
fiction and fantasy, died on 28 January aged 94. Landmark titles included
Pippi Longstocking (1945) and its sequels, with their controversially
nonconformist young heroine, and such high fantasies as The Brothers
Lionheart (1973). Lindgren was by far the most widely translated and read
Swedish author of the 20th century; for the Swedes, this is comparable to
losing Tolkien. [JHH]
Small Press. 3SF is to be the promised new UK sf magazine from Big
Engine, edited by Liz Holliday – first issue scheduled October 2002. • The
Small Press Guide 2002 is out, with a descriptive page for each of 348 little
magazines. £9.99 (post free in UK) from Writers Bookshop, Remus House,
Colstfoot Dr, Woodston, Peterborough, PE2 9JX.
Court Circular. On 31 Jan a US court gave the Tolkien estate a preliminary
injunction that blocks publication of Michael W. Perry’s Lord Of The Rings
Diary: A Chronology of J.R.R. Tolkien’s Best-selling Epic, on grounds of
copyright infringement. The book does sound awfully like “Appendix B Writ
Large”. [PL]
• Neil Gaiman sued comics publisher Todd McFarlane on 24 Jan, claiming
fraud, copyright violation, and non-payment of royalties. Allegedly
McFarlane continues to use Gaiman-created Spawn comic characters without
authorization and to make a “wrongful claim” to Alan Moore’s and Neil’s
Miracleman graphic novels, long kept out of print by related disputes. [D]
• Harlan Ellison’s campaign against net piracy of his work made progress
last month via a legal settlement with RemarQ/Critical Path, which had
continued to carry the newsgroup alt.binaries.e-book (where the pirated
stories were posted) in defiance of Ellisonian complaints. [PL] His case
against AOL continues.
Lesser-Known Award. Reg Burnley, a retired mechanic living in Oxford,
won the local Headington Poetry Competition 2001 – a fact of awesome sf
significance since the runner-up, who had submitted three poems, was Brian
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Aldiss. [DD] “I’ve been a writer for more than 50 years and you can’t win
them all,” twinkled the multiple Hugo winner.
Random Fandom: Sick List. “Ian Bambro, following his colonectomy and
ileostomy, takes some comfort in the fact that, despite what others may think,
he can no longer be described as a complete arsehole.” [via HB] Ian should
be out of hospital by now.
• Richard E. Geis e-mailed the 76th issue of The Geis Letter on 1 February,
describing his recovery from a bout of spinal surgery on 23 January.
• John Foyster has been undergoing radiotherapy for a small brain tumour
found after his stroke-like experience last September.
• Steven H. Silver had a successful operation for a damaged disc in mid-Jan:
“My wife claims I herniated the disk moving boxes of books back in July, but
I think it happened through sympathy with my wife’s labor at the end of
August.”
Publishers and Sinners. US distributors Sterling sent out a new catalogue of
sf titles, including the John Grant/Paper Tiger book of sf artist interviews
from The Paper Snarl. The publicist’s cover note singles out a few of these
major artists: Frank Kelly Freas, Anne Sudworth, Ron Walotsky and ...
Alfred E. Neuman. (The book blurb mentions that Freas painted one version
of the Mad kid; you can imagine the rest.)
Outraged Letters. Bruce Jensen on the Foundation/Al-Qaeda saga: “the
Aum cult, the one that orchestrated the nerve gas attack in the Tokyo
underground, used the Foundation series as ‘the blueprint for the cult’s longterm plans’. This comes from an interview with Hideo Murai, chief scientist
of the cult, quoted in The Cult at the End of the World by David E. Kaplan &
Andrew Marshall (1996).”
• Mike Moorcock: “Very, very sorry to hear of Sid Birchby’s death. He was a
very nice bloke indeed. For as long as I knew him he was a generous writer.
Last time I saw him in the late 70s or early 80s he passed on a tip about
somebody who was still buying Westerns. Seventy five quid a go. Which is a
lot better than the fifty they used to pay. He was one of the most affable, least
egocentric writers I’ve ever known and I’m sorry I won’t be seeing him
around again. Yes, reprinting that Tolkien interview (very nice of him, I
thought) has sort of baffled visitors to the Fantastic Metropolis site – I do
tend to feel a bit like the wicked witch in Hansel and Gretel, with the
interview a sort of gingerbread house. In skip the little hobbitophiles and then
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they see they are surrounded by nasty looking blokes with baseball bats....”
• Steve Sneyd nitpicks: “Ellison’s serial from ’56 longest running sf one?
Pish, pshaw, etc, Rupert the Bear started in 1936.”
• Everyone took issue with Moorcock on LOTR, though Brian Aldiss has it
both ways: “Heartily agree with Mike Moorcock. Lord of the Rings may have
virtues as a film (particularly for those hard of hearing), but its basis is
absolute crap ... the story blunders and thunders onwards, annihilating all
minds in the audience.... I enjoyed it.”
C.o.A. Dave Clements, Flat 52, Keeling House, Claredale St, Bethnal Green,
London, E2 6PG. Chris Donaldson & Paul Oldroyd, Guernsey Farmhouse,
Haydon End Lane, Haydon Wick, Swindon, SN25 1JF. Nick Shears, 203
Sugars Rd, Anstead, QLD 4070, Australia.
Fanfundery. TAFF nominations are about to open; anyone wanting to join
Chris O’Shea and Tobes Valois as candidates for the 2002 westbound trip to
ConJosé should provide signed nominations from 3 European and 2 N.
American fans, £10 bond, and the traditional promise to make the trip if they
win. Send paperwork to Sue Mason, 3 York St, Altrincham, Cheshire, WA15
9QH, by the closing date: 28 February.
Requiem for iPublish. William Sanders offers his eulogy: “You mention the
recently defunct (and largely unmourned) iPublish as Time Warner’s ‘ebooks division’. In fact iPublish also put out a number of trade paperbacks,
including several fantasy and SF titles – one of which, for my sins, was my
own latest. Their present status is a bit vague; they can still be purchased, but
for how long no one seems to know.
• You can hardly be blamed for not knowing that iPublish also produced real
books; Time Warner guarded the secret better than the CIA has ever managed
to keep any of theirs. In fact it was only after a great deal of shouting and
gesticulating by some of the editors and writers – including my humble self –
that they agreed, very reluctantly, to mention the existence of the paperbacks
on the iPublish website.
• Their primary interest seemed to be in attracting neophytes to their ‘new
writers’ program, and getting them to sign a perfectly iniquitous contract. If
they ever made any serious effort actually to sell the books – whether e or
paper – it must have been done quite furtively.”
FAAns. Fanzine Activity Achievement award voting for 2001 activity closes
134

soon. Send your top three choices, in order, for best fanzine, fan writer, fan
artist, letterhack and new (since 1 Jan 97) fan, to reach Victor Gonzalez at
vmgonzalez@hotmail.com by midnight on 16 Feb.
When The Going Gets Weird. Around 10 Jan, fans consulting the Fortean
Times website were startled to find in huge red letters: “fuck USA
Government / fuck PoizonBOx / contact:sysadmcn@yahoo.com.cn”. Not a
daring political statement from FT: their web server had been infected by the
Unix “SadMind” worm, which does this kind of thing.
The Ether Vibrates. Elizabeth Billinger listens in: “Being a habitual Radio 4
listener, I’ve become used to hearing emails from Dr Farah Mendlesohn read
on PM, but I was somewhat startled to hear ‘Maureen Speller of Folkestone’
on Feedback this lunchtime, taking to task Roger Wright of Radio 3. • I’d just
about recovered from the shock when I heard that the next letter was from
one China Miéville. The indisputably female voice of ‘China Miéville’
confirmed my suspicions that I had accidentally taken refuge in an alternative
universe ...” [25 Jan]
We Are Everywhere. Mike Moorcock (that man again) found he’d made it
into the New Shorter Oxford English Dictionary with a citation for the verb
fire (“To fire me with a sense of wonder at the marvels of science and
technology.”). “This is as good as being on the front remainder table at
Hatchards! I will still talk to certain old friends.”
Group Gropes. The City Illiterates, London fans who meet every Friday
evening, moved from the increasingly noisy, crowded Florence Nightingale
pub (under new management) to the Jubilee in York Road. [BA] Traditional
first-Thursday meetings in the FN are so far unaffected.
Ansible 174 Corrections. Wendy Graham, not former Interzone TV critic
Wendy Bradley, edits the FTL website.
• Simo’s forthcoming biography of Douglas Adams isn’t “official”.
• Gary Wilkinson acknowledged the BSFA award slip in his first issue of
Matrix: “the nomination for Andrew M. Butler’s Terry Pratchett (Pocket
Essentials) got mangled into Terry Pratchett: Guilty of Literature by Andrew
M. Butler et al.”
The Dead Past. 25 Years Ago: “CHANNELCON BID FOLDS [...] the Brighton bid
for the 1978 Eastercon has faded away. The main culprit is the hotel which is
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now asking painfully high rates (£22 for a double, for example) ...” (Peter
Roberts, Checkpoint 79, February 1977)
Thog’s Masterclass. “Somehow, the mackerel paté of memory had escaped
its wrapper, skipped its kitchen dish, and turned into a flickering silver shoal,
darting and twisting in terror against an empty darkness.” (“Gabriel King”,
The Wild Road, 1997) [BA]
• Dept of Maths (Three Orders Of Magnitude subdivision). “A man could be
made to slash his throat in a quarter of a minute. An exec, killing, killing,
killing without pause, could destroy his own two million enemies in an eighthour day.” (Frederik Pohl, A Plague of Pythons, 1965 ... corrected, to be fair,
in the 1984 revision) [BA]
• Dept of Climbing Plants. “There were clumps of forest filled with strange,
intertwined trees and brachiating fungi.” (Alan Dean Foster, Star Wars: The
Approaching Storm, 2002)

Endnotes
Andromeda Bookshop’s website may be a good place to watch for news of
further developments there:
http://andromedabook.co.uk/ [now defunct]
3SF magazine’s publisher Ben Jeapes is looking for an ad sales person with
some experience of selling space on commission: apply to
ben@bigengine.co.uk.
Concourse, the 2004 Eastercon bid, has a website at:
http://www.eastercon.com/concourse [now defunct]
Ansible 175 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2002. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Andrew Barton, Harry Bell, Tanya Brown, Jonathan Coleclough, DarkEcho,
Dermot Dobson, John-Henri Holmberg, Paul Kincaid, Patrick Nielsen
Hayden, Martin Hoare, Publisher’s Lunch, Steve Sneyd, Gordon Van Gelder,
and our Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group News), Janice Murray
(North America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Australia). 7 Feb 02.
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I was stunned, boggled and gobsmacked that the New England
SF Association gave me its Skylark Award at this year’s Boskone. This is
presented in memory of Doc Smith, so my sf must contain more starkly
inconceivable beams of coruscating, ravening energies than I’d noticed.
Thanks, NESFA! The stunnedness, bogglement and gobsmackery were
enhanced by official accepter Martin Hoare, whose almost impromptu speech
likened me to such past winners as No Award, and who retains his ability to
dial the Langford phone number at 3:15am British time. Thanks (through
gritted teeth), Martin....
COO ER GOSH.

The Galaxy Primes
Arthur C. Clarke is reading classic sf: “Just found this flawless gem for
Thog’s Masterclass (which I always read with apprehension): ‘He lit the
dining room lamp, got out a cigar, and began pacing the room, ejaculating...’
You might try it sometime! The source: The Invisible Man, Chapter 17 – I’m
writing the intro for a new edition, but don’t think I’ll quote this....” Told that
Thog cited a similar Wells usage in Ansible 134, ACC got excited: “I think
we have the makings of a Ph.D thesis here.”
Henry Gee of Nature reports uproar at the Institute for Scientific
Information, “which produces the bibliometric statistics on which the careers
of many scientists hang. ISI was having problems deciding which parts of our
many-faceted magazine counted as original reports of scientific research, and
were therefore ‘citable’, unlike those parts which counted (in David Brin’s
words) as ‘entertainment fluff’.” Some of their 1999-2000 “Futures” sf
vignettes were cited as “serious scientific information”.... “I wonder which
items ISI chose. After Kim Stanley Robinson wrote a piece structured as a
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review of two books published in the year 3000, we did get an inquiry from a
librarian asking for help, as they were unable to locate the books.”
Simon R. Green probes the heart of the British TV market with a wellsharpened stake: “A TV writer I know recently submitted a vampire series to
Brit TV, and was told, ‘We like the scripts, but do they have to be vampires?
Couldn’t they be AIDS victims instead?’”
Stephen Laws, UK horror author, is “recovering after abdominal surgery to
correct a chronic case of the wibblies,” writes Steve Gallagher. “The keyhole
surgery, which appears to have been successful and effective, required no less
than five entry points and, according to Laws, ‘I now look like Warren Oates
at the end of The Wild Bunch.’” [3 Mar]
Mike Moorcock remains a radio addict: “Did anyone else hear Ballard on
Radio 4? Very good, profound, original answers to people in the book club
asking about Empire of the Sun. I’ve never heard him more relaxed or more
eloquent. Great stuff. Cheered me up. Interesting to hear people coming
round to the mindset as they read.”
Alan Moore failed to get a namecheck when the Spectator film reviewer
wrote that From Hell “might be quite an entertaining twist on the old Ripper
tale, mainly because it was based on a graphic novel by some hairy man who
is widely thought of in graphic novel circles, wherever they may be.”
(Review summary: good twist, bad everything else.)
William F. Nolan was named as this year’s International Horror Guild
“Living Legend”, for his influence on horror/dark fantasy. [D]
Michael Swanwick reminisces: “Boskone was fun, as usual. Neil Gaiman
spent two hours signing autographs, despite the event being advertised as
only one hour, and only quit because he had to be on a panel then. He came
onto the panel with a plate of sushi which he gulped down, and then signed a
book which a dear friend had required I get his autograph on. I was going to
get him to sign a book for me, but after seeing how his hands trembled,
decided to wait a con or two.”

Conklin
8-10 Mar • MeCoN V, Queen’s University, Belfast. £17 reg at door.
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11 Mar • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Pat Cadigan, Kim Stanley
Robinson and Peter Straub. “Be there, you dog.”
13 Mar • Skeptics in the Pub, Florence Nightingale, Westminster Bridge
roundabout, 7:30pm. With the Theosophical Society President.
27 Mar • BSFA Open Meeting, Rising Sun, Cloth Fair, London, EC1. 7pm
on, fans present from 5pm. Guest speaker: er, dunno.
29 Mar - 1 Apr • Helicon 2 (Eastercon), Hotel de France, Jersey. £35 reg, £18
supp/junior. Contact 33 Meyrick Drive, Wash Common, Newbury, Berks,
RG14 6SY. And fast!
13 Apr • Signs of Life, Friends House, Euston Rd, London. Free event 10am5pm. GoH M. John Harrison, Gwyneth Jones. Including the thrilling BSFA
AGM (pre-lunch) and SF Foundation AGM (end of day).
20 Apr • UK in 2005 Open Meeting, Florence Nightingale pub, London.
“Social” session from 2pm, Worldcon bid discussion 7:30pm.
1-4 Jun • plokta.con 2.0 (small, friendly, superfluously technological), Hilton
National Hotel, Basingstoke. Guest(s) TBA. £25 reg. Cheques to Plokta at 24
St Mary Rd, Walthamstow, London, E17 9RG.
9-11 Aug • ConteXXt (Unicon 20), University of Gloucestershire. Joint
event with HarmUni 2 (filk relaxacon). £25 reg to 2 Apr 02, £15
concessions, infants £1. Contact 17 Cow Lane, Didcot, Oxon, OX11 7SZ.
17-18 Aug • Caption (small-press comics), Oxford Union Society, St
Michael’s St, Oxford. Contact 18 Hawkins St, Oxford, OX4 1YD.
2-6 Sep 04 • Noreascon 4 (62nd Worldcon), Boston, Mass. Now $120 reg
(kids $85), $85 supp conversion, $35 supp. Mastercard and Visa accepted.
Contact PO Box 1010, Framingham, MA 01701, USA.
Rumblings • Worldcon 2006. Kansas City is bidding to hold this (31 Aug - 4
Sep). Presupp membership $20 US (£14 or 23), to Kansas City in 2006, PO
Box 414175, Kansas City, MO 64141-4175, USA. • Eurocon 2003. Finncon
X (1-3 Aug, Turku) is putting in a bid.

Infinitely Improbable
Awards. British Book Awards (“Nibbies”) for 2001 went to Philip Pullman
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as author of the year, Eoin Colfer’s Artemis Fowl as children’s book and
HarperCollins as publisher. [PN] • International Horror Guild shortlists
include NOVEL Coldheart Canyon, Clive Barker; The Living Blood,
Tananarive Due; American Gods, Neil Gaiman; Sex and Violence in
Hollywood, Ray Garton; Threshold by Caitlín R. Kiernan; Black House,
Stephen King and Peter Straub. FIRST NOVEL Bitten, Kelley Armstrong; The
Astonished Eye, Tracy Knight; Riverwatch, Joseph Nassise; Moontide, Erin
Patrick; Ordinary Horror, David Searcy. Too many other categories to list;
familiar British names include Ramsey Campbell (short story, anthology,
subject of nonfiction book) and Stephen Jones (anthology).
Andromeda Bookshop. Rog Peyton writes: “The creditors’ meeting was a
non-event. The only creditors that turned up were one employee, Laurence
Miller, who came to support us, and the late Ray Gibberd’s sister, Gaia, who
came because about £4500.00 is still owed on Ray’s credit card for
Andromeda’s purchases. No-one from the publishing world showed up – but
I’m reliably informed that this is the norm as the relatively ‘small’ amounts
we owe publishers is too small for them to bother with. [...] I can say that if
anyone wants to be a part of a ‘syndicate’ to buy the assets of the company,
I’m looking for anyone who can afford to invest for one share = £5000.00, in
a new company. I’ve looked in at the Job Centre for anything under the
heading ‘Wanted – SF Expert’ and found nothing (can’t imagine why) so I
guess the only way I can go forward is to start another company and do the
only thing I’m any good at and that is to sell GOOD books. Otherwise, I’m
on the scrap heap and may as well give up now (don’t worry, Arline has
already hidden my ties, belts and shoe laces!!!). If any readers of Ansible are
interested in a GOOD investment, contact me quickly on 0121 643 1999 in
the daytime, or 0121 477 6901 in the evenings.”
R.I.P. Virginia Hamilton (1936-2002), US author of children’s fiction –
including fantasies and some notable sf – died from breast cancer on 19
February. At 65 she had won all the major awards in her field, and was the
only children’s author so far to receive a MacArthur “genius” grant.
• Chuck Jones (1912-2002), the legendary US cartoon animator, director,
author and artist who made over 300 animated films, died of congestive heart
failure on 22 February; he was 89. His best-known creations were the Road
Runner and Wile E. Coyote. In a 60+-year career he received three Oscars as
director and an honorary Oscar for life achievement.
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• Spike Milligan (1918-2002), last of the Goons, had been ill for some time
and died at home on 27 February, aged 83. Besides the surreal fantasy of The
Goon Show itself, he featured in several science-fictional productions
including The Bed-Sitting Room (1969 film based on 1963 play co-written
with John Antrobus) and Monty Python’s Life of Brian.
• Harry Nadler, UK fan since the 1960s, amateur genre film-maker, and chief
organizer of the Festival of Fantastic Films for the last 13 years, died from a
heart attack on 1 March. Steve Gallagher fondly recalls his infectious
enthusiasm: “Not many film fans mobilize friends and family to buy,
renovate and run their own cinema, as Harry did with The Savoy in Sale,
Cheshire.” Ron Bennett adds: “Great enthusiast for cinema and life. Great dry
wit. Always an absolute joy to be with. Very sad.”
More on Harry Nadler in this issue’s supplementary page.
FAAns. Fanzine Activity Achievement Awards for work in 2001: FANWRITER
Alison Freebairn, FANZINE Wabe, LETTERHACK Lloyd Penney, FAN ARTIST
Dave Hicks, NEW FAN Max (she of The Cosmic Hairdryer).
Small Press. Fictionwise.com’s latest royalty statement comes with a circular
that discreetly mentions: “As some of you know, we no longer pay advances
because of market conditions and other factors ...”
Random Fandom. John Foyster had his final session of radiotherapy for that
brain tumour on 19 February, but Yvonne Rousseau warns that “it will be
another three months before the effect of the treatment can be assessed.”
• Sierra Grace Joanna Tinúviel Rose Glyer is the newly adopted daughter of
Mike and Diana Glyer, born on 5 February.
• Peter Mabey spotted a fan in a TV quiz: “Ron Bennett was on 15 to 1
yesterday: got into the last 3, but was eliminated first, guessing John Creasey
as author of the Guinness ‘toucan’ rhyme rather than Dorothy Sayers.” [8
Feb]
• Peter McNamara, editor of the mid-1980s Australian sf magazine Aphelion
and later a publisher at his small press Aphelion Publications, has been
diagnosed with brain cancer; despite surgery and coming radiotherapy, the
best prognosis is “maybe more than 12 months.” Fingers crossed for better
luck; all sympathy to Peter and his wife Mariann in the tough times ahead.
• Marcus Rowland records the forensic physics of Channel 5’s CSI: Crime
Scene Investigation: “terminal velocity’s 9.8 metres per second squared. He
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would have hit the ground in under five seconds.” [16 Feb] A fortnight later
he added with relish, “And tonight a suspected murder victim was one Alison
Scott....”
Thog’s Metaphor Masterclass. “In general, those bemoaning the
commercial horse latitudes on which science fiction presently finds itself
slowly twisting in the wind ...” (Norman Spinrad, Asimov’s) [JG]
Outraged Letters. Neal Asher, author of Gridlinked (sp.), spotted the typo in
the official BSFA Awards release: “Aaargh! Though I would appreciate the
sales of Gridlinked to be confused with Ben Elton’s book, I’m a little pissedoff with the confusion of titles! Steve Rawlings’ artwork on Gridlinked is a
contender for the award, not sodding Gridlock or even Gridlocked! The next
person who calls it either of those will get a Gridlinked suppository and
should be aware I only have the large format version!”
• John Howard: “So Sir Arthur’s Thog submission [see A174] has no
attribution given. But the other great Said Avoidance Which We Doubt Ever
Could Be Said appears in Greg Egan’s Schild’s Ladder: ‘“No!” she hissed.’
Even allowing for the character being in Eganian VR, cyberspace, novovacuum, or some other ‘nonreal’ state don’t excuse this one!”
• Mike Moorcock seizes yet another commercial opportunity: “I thought
you’d like to know that in order to exploit the current popularity of Lord of
the Rings, Hawkwind will now be known as Orcwind (as they are indeed
known by many already).”
• Mike Resnick offers a little sage advice: “By the way, congrats on your short
story Hugo. Next year write something that’ll beat the Female Person From
Colorado and leave me alone. What did I ever do to you?” I grovelled
unconvincingly, but the great man was not appeased: “You invaded my turf;
I’m invading yours. Wildside is publishing a collection of 55 of my fannish
articles this summer.”
C.o.A. Ellen Datlow (fiction editor, SCIFI.COM), PMB 391, 511 Avenue of the
Americas, New York, NY 10011-8436, USA. Cherry Wilder Grimm, Room
44, Aotea Hospital, 16 Hellston Road, Newlands, Wellington, New Zealand.
“Cherry can no longer access her e-mail, and cards and letters would be very
cheering.” [YR] Catherine McAulay & Greg Pickersgill, 3 Bethany Row,
Narberth Road, Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, SA61 2XG ... the alternative
Reading address will no longer be valid.
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The False Goulart. Michael Swanwick reminisces about “the CBW
conference where I met a man posing as a fictitious character. He said he was
a freelance writer and had been Ron Goulart’s roommate in college. They’d
both hit NYC, hoping to make it as writers, at the same time, he said, and
Ron was so amused by his tales of difficulties getting paid that he’d been
inspired to write the Jose Silvera stories, about a future two-fisted freelancer,
capable of writing forty thousand words of trash overnight and then having to
rappel down buildings and break into editors’ offices with flash-grenades to
get paid. • A month later, almost inevitably, I ran into Goulart and told him
I’d run into his old college roommate. ‘I didn’t have a college roommate,’ he
told me.”
Fanfundery. Jean Weber & Eric Lindsay “are pleased to announce that the
2001 GUFF Trip Report (Jean and Eric ’Avalook at the UK) has now been
published.” 5Mb PDF version available for a GUFF donation, from their page
at http://www.ericlindsay.com/guff/donate.htm ... The 54pp A4 printed
report, with colour photo cover of British fan mugshots, can be yours for a
“suitable donation” to GUFF at PO Box 640, Airlie Beach, Qld 4802,
Australia, or 60 Bournemouth Rd, Folkestone, Kent, CT19 5AX. I suggest at
least £5 or equivalent US/Oz dollars.
• No southbound GUFF race seems imminent, owing to a dearth of
candidates.
• John & Eve Harvey found a pile of Pieces of Langford, the fundraiser
collection of my SFX columns which we thought was out of print – still only
£5 or $10 US from me, all profits to GUFF.
• DUFF nominations for the northbound trip from Australasia to ConJosé
(2002 Worldcon) are open to 2 Apr. Details from NA administrators Naomi
Fisher & Patrick Molloy, PO Box 9135, Huntsville, AL 35812, USA.
As Others See Us. The New York Times e-mail Books Update notes that the
blurb on Doris Lessing’s latest novel features “...the publisher’s statement
that this book marks Lessing’s return to ‘realistic fiction.’ Rockwell, the
editor of The New York Times Arts & Leisure section, says this blurb may
reflect ‘the lingering disappointment felt by some Lessing fans about her
voyage into imaginative storytelling and about her “space fiction” in
particular.’” [MA] Another poor stray welcomed back to the fold after years
of slumming around in imaginative storytelling. • Carl Djerassi (whose play
Oxygen was about to open in London) doesn’t write that nasty sf stuff: “They
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are science-in-fiction plays, which he distinguishes from conventional sci-fi
because his plays are based on real or plausible science. It’s a way to
‘smuggle science into theater,’ he told students Tuesday.” (San José Mercury
News, 20 Feb) [DB]
Don’t Tell Fred. “There are a number of unsung heroes in the sf world. One
of them is the brother of someone extremely famous,” begins the secret
message from Maureen Kincaid Speller and Andy Sawyer. “At the
‘Celebration of British SF’ in Liverpool last year one of the things that struck
some of the organisers was the number of people who came up and said ‘I’ve
just met Fred Clarke. Isn’t he wonderful?’ • Well, isn’t he? Fred Clarke is
known to many of us as keeper of the Clarkives. The Arthur C. Clarke Award
owes a lot to his energy. Those of us who have the good fortune to know Fred
will be aware of how hard he works behind the scenes to support the British
sf scene. We can point to his support of the SF Foundation and the Clarke
Award over the years, but more important are the small acts of kindness and
encouragement he has offered to so many individuals.” In short, there are
plans for a presentation to Fred Clarke at the Clarke Award ceremony in
May, and donations are solicited – sterling or US dollars to Maureen Speller,
60 Bournemouth Road, Folkestone, Kent, CT19 5AZ, UK. This is a “public
secret”, safe from Fred since he doesn’t read websites or Ansible....
Numerology. In the wake of Uri Geller’s earth-shattering discovery that 11letter names and phrases are deeply fraught with meaning and significance,
sceptic Nick Pullar is carefully not filling the 3- and 6-letter blanks in his test
phrases “XXX is insane” and “YYYYYY is mad”.
Thirty Years Ago. Malcolm Edwards, a mere fan, became editor of the
BSFA’s Vector. Poul Anderson’s Operation Chaos, John Brunner’s The
Traveller in Black, and Robert Silverberg’s The World Inside were all ruled
ineligible for the 1972 novel Hugo, presumably for being collections or
fixups rather than “real” novels. (Checkpoint 15, March 1972)
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Temporal Science. “The remains gave off a
strong earth smell. It suggested great age, century piled upon century in
which this jumble of now articulated bones had lain forgotten in the volcanic
silt of John Day Canyon. They had been ancient already when Christ
reportedly spun fishes and loaves from thin air. Older still when Moses
allegedly parted the Red Sea.” (Kirk Mitchell, Ancient Ones, 2001) [NR]
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• Dept of Splendid Simile. “He sounded like a dead child discovering that
eternity is some buzzing, languorous dream of Bath.” (M. John Harrison,
“Running Down”, 1975) [BA]
• Dept of Strange Endowments. “Her slender chest rose and fell gently and
slowly with her sleeping inhalations, her small breasts and rather larger
nipples outdenting the flimsy fabric of her ragged tunic ...” (Fritz Leiber, The
Knight and Knave of Swords, 1988) [BA]

Endnotes
Eastercon 2002 news: Helicon 2’s programme will include writers’
workshops, to be run by Liz Holliday, who ran them for Intuition. She can
take up to 12 people only and a piece of writing is required so, if you’re
interested, check details now on the Helicon website:
http://www.helicon.org.uk [no longer a convention site]
Also SMS asks anyone intending to enter “Beyond Cyberdrome” at Helicon
to consult:
http://www.beyondcyberdrome.org.uk/ [site now dead]
Ansible 176 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2002. Thanks to Martin Abela,
Brian Ameringen, David Bratman, DarkEcho, Janice Gelb, Steve Green,
Nonie Rider, Publishing News, Yvonne Rousseau, Gordon Van Gelder, and
our Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group News), Janice Murray
(North America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Australia). 8 Mar 02.
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Ansible 176 Supplement
More on Harry Nadler
Here’s a further appreciation of Harry Nadler by Bill Burns, and the full
Steve Gallagher text which was briefly excerpted in Ansible. Bill also hosted
Harry’s movie website, still on view at http://hnmovies.fantastic-films.com/.

Steve Gallagher
Sad to report that Salford-born Harry Nadler, main organizer and tireless
linchpin of Manchester’s annual Festival of Fantastic Films, had a sudden
heart attack and died on Friday March 1st.
In the 60s and 70s he made films with friends and published such fanzines as
L’Incroyable Cinema, through which I first came to know of him; we didn’t
meet until some years later but I used to rent 8mm movies from his collection
when he traded as Delta Films and his mother ran the shop. Harry was one of
those people who was always full of ideas and in a constant state of
excitement about carrying them through, to the extent that everyone around
him would be swept along by his enthusiasm. How many of us, after a drink
or two, have fantasized about grouping together and buying the pub, only to
look back on the conversation with a rueful smile the next morning? With
Harry around, it would probably happen... not many film fans mobilize
friends and family to buy, renovate and run their own cinema, as Harry did
with The Savoy in Sale, Cheshire.
It was with Harry as their binding force and dynamo that the same bunch of
lifelong friends conceived an annual festival to celebrate the kind of films
they’d always loved. The ethos of the Festival of Fantastic Films is rooted in
the Universal and Hammer horrors, the Republic Serials, Ray Harryhausen
movies, anything you might ever have seen in Famous Monsters of Filmland
magazine, the Standard 8 one-reelers from Castle Films, B-movies of all
kinds and from all nations, all coupled with a love of celluloid showmanship
and the will to salute the surviving artists. If you wanted a snapshot of Harry,
the Festival is, in part at least, a fair reflection of the man.
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Bill Burns
I met Harry in the summer of 1964 when I was seventeen; I’d been reading
SF for five or six years then. The open market in Salford had a used
bookstall, run, strangely enough, by our milkman. Mixed in with the general
fiction I would occasionally find copies of the American edition of
Astounding, Fantasy & Science Fiction, and lesser magazines. Seeing my
interest, the stall’s proprietor gave me Harry’s name and address (“another
chap who likes this stuff”). We didn’t have phones in those days, so I wrote
Harry a letter. I still have the letter he wrote back, inviting me to a meeting of
the Delta Science Fiction Film Group, and mentioning a magazine that he and
Chuck Partington produced.
Harry and Chuck were boyhood friends, having grown up in the same area of
Salford. I’m not sure how their interest in SF developed, but they had
attended Eastercons in 1963 and 1964 and were already involved in amateur
movie-making. At the 1963 Eastercon in Peterborough, the Best Costume
prize was won by Harry, for what was described as “a very nasty-looking
mutant”. With Tony Edwards and other Manchester fans, Harry and Chuck
had also organized the Delta Science Fiction Film Group (the DSFFG),
which met initially over a chip shop in Kersal, then moved to more spacious
premises in Manchester. The group had been commissioned by the 1965
British Worldcon committee to produce some short films to be shown at the
convention, and met three times a week – two evening meetings for planning
and socializing, and a Sunday shoot on location or in the clubroom.
Harry and Chuck were also co-editors of the fanzine Alien; attracted by its
content and intrigued by its curious orthography, I saw a way to get involved,
and became chief proofreader and production assistant, also helping with the
hand-cranked Gestetner duplicator and the collating. A bi-monthly (!), the
fanzine was produced in Harry’s bedroom at his mother’s house; Harry took
over the house after he married and lived there his entire life.
The movie-making progressed, too. I went with the group to the 1965
Birmingham Eastercon, where we filmed Harry Harrison as an inept weapons
instructor – his part in Breathworld, one of the films being made for the
Worldcon. Always a keen film fan, Harry was generally found running the
projectors at conventions, when the film program was still an important event
(in the days before video and DVD, a convention was one of the few places
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you could see classic SF films in Britain). Very much low-key, Harry was
tireless in his support of fandom, and was on the committee of the Buxton
and Chester Mancons in the late 60s. A printer by trade, he also did much of
the printing of convention books and badges for late 60s Eastercons.
The amateur films, Castle of Terrors, and Breathworld, were completed on
time, and although I couldn’t attend I heard that they were well-received at
the Worldcon in August of 1965. The group also sponsored an amateur film
competition at successive Eastercons, which resulted in quite a few movies
reaching a wider audience. Meanwhile, on the print scene, production of
Alien was suspended while Chuck and Harry’s new magazine was in
preparation – Alien Worlds. The first issue had a full-colour cover by Eddie
Jones, stories by Harry Harrison, Ken Bulmer and Ramsey Campbell, book
reviews by Ken Slater, an article on Flash Gordon by Allan Asherman, and
advance stills from 2001: A Space Odyssey. The magazine was produced
entirely in-house, from the typesetting to the printing and collation. Poor
distribution and resulting financial difficulties resulted in Alien Worlds being
a one-shot.
But Harry’s main interest was always the fantastic film, and his next venture
was a film magazine, L’Incroyable Cinema, first published in 1969. Again
produced entirely in-house, the magazine was a literate look at fantastic films
and was well-received, running for five issues over the next several years.
Harry drifted away from SF Fandom, attending conventions only
intermittently, but remained in close touch with the Liverpool Group and the
Knights of St. Fantony, of which he was a member. He continued to organize
local film society meetings, eventually forming the Society of Fantastic
Films. In 1990 the Society put on the first Festival of Fantastic Films in
Manchester, which has grown to be a very well-respected annual festival.
Harry’s role as program director gave the Festival an eclectic and wideranging selection of guests, old and new films, and two film competitions,
amateur and professional.
Although I moved to New York in 1971, Harry and I kept in touch (although
we often joked about whose turn it was to send the letter that year), and I saw
him every year on our regular trips to England for Eastercon. When we met
after a year, each time it was as if it was only a few days separation. I was
looking forward to seeing him later this month, and had exchanged emails
with him just the day before he died.
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Harry contributed a tremendous amount to British SF fandom in the 60s and
70s; this remembrance has hit only the highlights from my personal
knowledge. Never one to be in the spotlight, in the days when conventions
were run by a committee of only three or four people Harry just did what had
to be done and thought nothing of it. I had the privilege of working with him
again on the two most recent film Festivals, and despite his earlier heart
attack and doctor’s warnings to avoid stress, he was right there running the
program, taking care of guests, and getting things done, careless of his own
well-being to make the convention a success.
He was a dear friend, and I’ll miss him greatly.
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I wasn’t there to report, but the event seems to
have gone well despite low numbers.
• BSFA Awards were duly presented: NOVEL Chasm City by Alastair
Reynolds; SHORT “The Children of Winter” by Eric Brown (Interzone 163);
NONFICTION Omegatropic by Stephen Baxter; COVER ART the Omegatropic
cover by Colin Odell. [TB]
• Eastercon 2004 is inevitably the one serious bid, Concourse, with its
Blackpool Wintergardens site – not inevitable, but overwhelmingly preferred
by voters to the Heathrow alternative. [PNN] See below.
• Dave O’Neill boggled: “Jersey TV managed to run a piece on the con
without using references to fans beaming in ... there must be hope for the
place.” Dental Cavity Fandom was well served by the Hotel de France
chocolate shop’s sale of “7,200 individual chocolates over the weekend,
1,200 of which were champagne truffles.” [CR]
HELICON 2: EASTERCON 2002.

The Transcendent Tigers
Isaac Asimov’s death in April 1992 was hastened by AIDS, according to the
recent autobiographical collection Isaac Asimov: It’s Been a Good Life,
edited by his widow Janet Jeppson. He was given an infected blood
transfusion during 1983 heart bypass surgery. What rotten luck. JJ wishes to
correct a misleading Locus report that she (rather than the doctor) persuaded
Asimov to keep silent about this illness. [HE]
Ray Bradbury had his name inscribed on the 2,193rd paving-stone star of
the Hollywood Walk of Fame on 1 April. [PB] This mighty honour,
accessible to those not famous enough for the Grauman’s Chinese Theater
forecourt, had previously gone to Lassie and Rin Tin Tin.
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Karen Joy Fowler and other finalists for the 2002 PEN/Faulkner fiction
award failed to impress the Washington Post, which sneered: “Round up the
usual suspects and tell them they are the finalists ...”, leading to the
Publisher’s Lunch headline “PEN/Faulkner Nominees Look Familiar”. Only
one of the five had been shortlisted before (Claire Messud in 1996; she lost),
but who cares about mere boring facts? [ED]
David Gemmell’s fantasy Stormrider came with a Bantam UK publicity
sheet which the author may find deflating: “This is the eagerly awaited
FINAL novel in the Rigante series.” Their caps, not mine.
George Lucas is at the nasty end of a $140 million libel suit following his
attempt to suppress the film Starballz, “an explicit sex parody of outer space
adventure movies”. Lucas’s claim that this misused Star Wars intellectual
property was thrown out of court by a federal judge in January. The
countersuit arises from a Lucas spokeswoman’s remark implying that
Starballz “is directed to children”, outraging the adult pornographers at its
production company Media Market Group.... [PB]
Mike Moorcock awaited surgery in late March: “The gangrene we’d hoped
to stop on my foot is now serious and I have to have an operation rapido. This
is a vascular bypass which might work. If it don’t I get the crutch and the
parrot and five weeks in Bognor in the panto version of Treasure Island. So
there’s always a silver lining. And if I can get to keep the bits they cut off, I
can make a fortune from my loonier fans by selling them on e-bay.” Later:
“Could you just say I lost the toes in a nasty wah-wah/fuzz pedal accident. It
sounds cooler, somehow. I did get the gangrene from dancing too much,
believe it or not.”
Nick Webb, former Simon & Schuster MD, has moved to the wrong side of
the tracks and become an author: he’s writing the authorized biography of
Douglas Adams for Headline. Simo, hard at work on the unauthorized bio for
Hodder & Stoughton, comments through gritted teeth: “I’m not worried. I
publish before him and I know I’ll have masses of information he won’t
have. Of course, he’ll have about £60,000 that I won’t have....” Who will be
the victor in this deadly Adamsian tussle between Hodder Headline (owners
of H&S) and, er, Hodder Headline?
Liz Williams was hideously pulped, since her new novel Empire of Bones
stars “a ‘freedom fighter’ based not-very-loosely on India’s Phoolan Devi.
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Bantam had got as far as having the covers printed. Then they were all sent to
the shredder ... when we realized that the back blurb described the heroine as
a ‘terrorist’. My agent suggested it might sell more copies, for those inclined
to purchase it for July 4th bonfires, but it got pulped anyway.” (Out, with
bowdlerized blurb, on 28 March.)

Contrafagotto
13 Apr • Signs of Life, Friends House, Euston Rd, London. Free event 10am5pm. GoH M. John Harrison, Gwyneth Jones. Including the utterly thrilling
BSFA AGM (pre-lunch) and SF Foundation AGM (end of day).
20 Apr • UK in 2005 Open Meeting, Florence Nightingale pub, London.
“Social” session from 2pm, Worldcon bid discussion 7:30pm.
24 Apr • BSFA Open Meeting, Rising Sun, Cloth Fair, London, EC1. 7pm
on, fans present from 5pm. Guest speaker: er, dunno.
3-6 May • Damn Fine Convention (Twin Peaks), Shepperton Moat House
Hotel, Shepperton. £25 reg; Norwegians free, if resident in Norway. Contact
37 Keens Rd, Croydon, CR0 1AH.
12 May • Fantasy Fair (10th anniversary event), Cresset Exhibition Centre,
Bretton, Peterborough. Contact 01477 534626.
18 May • Arthur C. Clarke Award, Science Museum, by invitation, from
6:30pm. Also panels etc arranged by Pat Cadigan, 2pm-6pm, admission free:
“As in gratis, no charge, in for nowt, nada, nil.”
1-3 Jun • plokta.con 2.0 (small, friendly, superfluous tech), Hilton National
Hotel, Basingstoke. GoH John Meaney. £25 reg. Cheques to Plokta, 24 St
Mary Rd, Walthamstow, London, E17 9RG.
9-11 Aug • ConteXXt (Unicon 20), University of Gloucestershire. Joint
event with HarmUni 2 (filk relaxacon). GoH Keith Brooke, Ben Jeapes. Now
£30 reg. Contact 17 Cow Lane, Didcot, Oxon, OX11 7SZ.
16-19 Aug • 2002: A Discworld Odyssey (DWcon 3), Hanover International
Hotel, Hinckley, Leics. GoH Terry Pratchett (of course) and many of the
usual suspects. Reduced rates from 1 April: £45 reg, £30 concessions, £10
supp – reverting to £50, £35 and £15 at the end of July. Contact (SAE) 23
152

Medora Rd, Romford, Essex, RM7 7EP.
1-3 Nov • Novacon 32, Quality Hotel, Bentley, Walsall. Now £35 reg to 20
Oct; £40 at door. Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
9-12 Apr 04 • Concourse (Eastercon), Blackpool Wintergardens. GoH
Mitchell Burnside Clapp, Danny Flynn, Christopher Priest, Philip Pullman,
Sue Mason. £25 reg, £15 supp, £15 children (5-17), infants (0-5) free. Rates
to rise in June if not before, except that full reg for the unwaged will be held
at £25 until the con. On-line credit card payment facility planned. Contact
479 Newmarket Rd, Cambridge, CB5 8JJ.
Rumblings • Worldcon 2006. Los Angeles is bidding to hold this event on
23-27 August in Anaheim, against Kansas City’s 31 August to 4 September
bid. LA presupporting membership: $20 to Los Angeles in 2006 c/o SCIFI
Inc, PO Box 8442, Van Nuys, California 91409, USA. • Worldcon 2005. It is
Officially Too Late for another bid to oppose Glasgow in the current site
selection voting. Only an “unprecedented” rejection of the UK bid at ConJosé
can save us now. [KS]

Infinitely Improbable
Geek Futurology Dept. “In 1975 Ed Roberts, the founder of MITS, a
calculator company based in Albuquerque, New Mexico, put a microchip in a
box with a screen and called his invention Altair, after a character in Star
Wars.” (John Cassidy, dot.con, 2002) [GW]
More Awards. Philip K. Dick Award for best original US paperback of
2001: Richard Paul Russo’s Ship of Fools. [GVG]
• Sapphires for sf romance: NOVEL Finders Keepers, Linnea Sinclair; SHORT
“Kinsman”, Susan Krinard (in Out of This World).
• Oscars in “major” categories eluded the 13-times-nominated Lord of the
Rings, as predicted by cynics; it won for make-up, musical score, visual
effects and cinematography. The Harry Potter film scored zero out of three
nominations. Shrek won as best animated feature. The new Planet of the Apes
merely picked up a couple of “Golden Raspberry” anti-Oscars, as worst
remake and for Charlton Heston as worst supporting actor. [SG]
R.I.P. Martha Beck, popular US Midwest and Chicago-group fan since the
1950s, died from respiratory failure on 13 March. Earl Kemp wrote:
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“Throughout the last fifty years she has been the soul and spirit of fandom,
making every convention or just a simple party something extraordinarily
special just by her presence.”
• Joan Abbe Benford (1938-2002), Gregory Benford’s wife, died from cancer
on 25 March. “She attended many sf conventions and was a noted art
educator ... she was frequently portrayed by her husband in such novels as In
the Ocean of Night, Artifact and Eater.” [GB]
• R.A. Lafferty (1914-2002), Irish-American author of offbeat, unclassifiable
sf, fantasy and tall tales, died on 18 March after long illness. He was 87. As a
baroque stylist, gleeful connoisseur of conspiracy theories, devotee of Native
American culture, conservative Catholic (with a Chestertonian taste for
paradox), reworker of old myths and coiner of new ones, Lafferty became a
beloved cult figure in sf and was avidly taken up by small presses as his work
grew ever more quirky, flamboyant and uncommercial. He won the 1973
short story Hugo for “Eurema’s Dam” and was honoured with the World
Fantasy Lifetime Achievement Award in 1990. Alas, Lafferty ceased writing
after an early-1980s stroke, followed by another in 1994 and the onset of
Alzheimer’s; he spent his last years in care. A genuine wild talent whose high
spirits, blarney and madness hugely enriched our genre.
• Dudley Moore (1935-2002), UK actor who died on 27 March aged 66, was
one of the original 1961 Beyond the Fringe quartet and is also remembered in
sf/fantasy circles for his roles in Bedazzled (1967) and The Bed-Sitting Room
(1969).
• Cherry Wilder (1930-2002), New Zealand-born sf author, died in hospital in
Wellington, NZ, on 14 March; she was 71. Yvonne Rousseau writes:
“Widowed in 1992 in Germany, Cherry subsequently battled cancer,
crippling arthritis, and depressing financial problems, but persevered in her
writing and her warm international friendships. She left 3 unpublished
novels: her Peter Pan thriller, Crocodile Tears, her Oxford occult/horror
novel, The Demon Codex, and her 4th Hylor fantasy, The Wanderer. Her
short stories and her 9 published novels (including the sf Torin trilogy, with
marsupial humanoids) ingeniously transmute her cultural experience: 28
years in New Zealand, 22 in Australia, and 21 in Germany. Antiauthoritarian, generous in her enthusiasms, exhilaratingly inventive, and
magically fun to be with: Cherry is very sadly missed.”
Thog’s Modern Astronomy Masterclass. “... there is not the slightest bit of
evidence that even a single planet exists in any other star system.” (John A.
154

Keel, The Mothman Prophecies, 1975, updated 1991, 2002)
ICFA. John Clute reports: “The 23rd International Conference on the
Fantastic in the Arts in Florida carried on this year, mostly, as before:
synergy, hi-jinks, hard work, sun and shadow. Joan Aiken, the GoH, gave an
address of surpassing, hypnotic serenity: it was about a Series of Dreams, and
had much the effect (on me, anyway) of one of the best of her fairy tales.
Only one cloud: the Awards Banquet which closes off festivities on the fifth
day was – to the eloquently voiced dismay of a wide range of participants –
marred by the ICFA Board’s arguably unseemly bestowing upon two Board
members of a Service Award given normally one at a time, at blessedly great
intervals, only to Board members. The event was further marred by a very
long presentation speech that remarkably managed to offend every faction,
race, sex and ethnic group theoretically or actually in attendance, without
pleasing the recipient. As the days passed, however, the cloud lifted, and the
main memory was of five days absolutely not wasted. Excelsior.”
Harlan Ellison Joins Scientologists! That is, in an interesting US copyright
law decision, one part of the Ellison lawsuit against AOL (for not promptly
removing pirated net copies of his work) failed because “AOL could not be
held liable for direct copyright infringement following Religious Technology
Center v. Netcom.” ... RTC being the ever-litigious $cientologists, who lost
their action against Netcom. [LE]
Later: although the usually reliable ‘BNA’s Internet Law News’ –
basis of the above – implied that this was the end, I’m told that the
anti-piracy action against AOL may well continue (a Good Thing).
More in our next. Seekers after truth are urged to read the 40pp
decision on-line and decide for themselves what it implies.
Outraged Letters. Mog Decarnin leaps to Greg Egan’s defence: “‘No,’ she
hissed. Aw come on guys. You can hiss without S sounds. It’s built into the
human voicebox. I mean, to me, a hiss is basically just a violent whisper....
snakes, after all, are not saying ‘SSSS’ but more like ‘HHHHHHH’. (I know
this because I speak the language of the snake people.) Cats even more so.”
• Gardner Dozois: “I only ever met Harry Nadler twice, and haven’t had any
contact with him for more than thirty years, but he was very kind to me when
I was a young fan attending my first-ever science fiction convention (Buxton
in 1968), letting me, a total stranger, spend the night in his house on the way
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to the con, and I saw the news of his passing with a pang of regret. He was a
good man. May he rest in peace.”
• Simon R. Green feels glum: “I heard recently that Nigel Kneale, still a
writing force, approached the BBC with an idea for a spooky new
Quatermass series, set in the early days of the British Rocket Group, when
they were being forced to work with ex-Nazi scientists ... and couldn’t get
anyone to listen to him. No one wanted to know. Crying bloody shame or
what?”
Small Press. Light’s List (17th ed, 2002) covers over 1,500 English-language
small press mags worldwide. 70pp. £2.50 inc post (US$6; $7 air) to John
Light, 37 The Meadows, Berwick-upon-Tweed, TD15 1NY.
Nebulas. Here’s the interminable final ballot for 2000-1 work. NOVEL The
Quantum Rose, Catherine Asaro; Eternity’s End, Jeffrey A. Carver; Mars
Crossing, Geoffrey A. Landis; A Storm of Swords, George R.R. Martin; The
Collapsium, Wil McCarthy; The Tower at Stony Wood, Patricia A. McKillip;
Declare, Tim Powers; Passage, Connie Willis.
• NOVELLA “A Roll of the Dice”, Catherine Asaro (Analog); “May Be Some
Time”, Brenda Clough (Analog); “The Diamond Pit”, Jack Dann (F&SF);
“Radiant Green Star”, Lucius Shepard (Asimov’s); “The Ultimate Earth”,
Jack Williamson (Analog).
• NOVELETTE “To Kiss the Star”, Amy Sterling Casil (F&SF); “The
Pottawatomie Giant”, Andy Duncan (SCI FICTION); “Undone”, James
Patrick Kelly (Asimov’s); “Louise’s Ghost”, Kelly Link (Stranger Things
Happen); “Auspicious Eggs”, James Morrow (F&SF); “Dance of the YellowBreasted Luddites”, William Shunn (Vanishing Acts).
• SHORT “Kaddish for the Last Survivor”, Michael A. Burstein (Analog); “The
Cure for Everything”, Severna Park (SCI FICTION); “The Elephants on
Neptune”, Mike Resnick (Asimov’s); “Mom and Dad at the Home Front”,
Sherwood Smith (Realms of Fantasy); “Wound the Wind”, George
Zebrowski (Analog).
• SCRIPT O Brother, Where Art Thou?; X-Men; Crouching Tiger, Hidden
Dragon; The Body (Buffy episode).
Random Fandom. Steve Green mourns another loss (1989-2002): “Although
Critical Wave died in 1996, its infamous Canon copier struggled on through a
protracted regime of spare parts surgery; but even long-suffering mechanic
Martin Tudor has been forced to call it a day. A Viking funeral is planned, as
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soon as we can make a raft big enough.”
• Martin Hoare is 50 this month; two surprise birthday cakes appeared at
Helicon.
• Rog Peyton (60 this month) still hopes to save Andromeda Bookshop. An
unnamed “white knight” may buy the business with Rog as manager and
some or all staff rehired; failing that, two-thirds of the money needed for
Rog’s own refloat has been pledged.
• Kevin Standlee has joined Tom Whitmore as co-chair of ConJosé, this
year’s Worldcon. (The Plain People of Fandom: Is there an exciting story
behind this, a lurid tale of committee schisms, feuding, slander, and
anonymous e-mails? Ansible: You really don’t want to know.)
As Others See Us. Andy Sawyer scoured the gutters of TV Times to learn
that “Dawn French is to star in a BBC ‘comedy drama’, Ted and Alice, about
a woman whose new boyfriend turns out to be an alien. According to the
interview, Ms French doesn’t go for stories about aliens, which are ‘boys’
stuff’, although apparently this is OK as it’s a ‘love story’ and a tired and
hackneyed enough basic situation to satisfy her fans. (Actually she didn’t say
the last bit.)”
BSFA Nuptials. Catie Cary, former editor of Vector, marries Alan Johnson
on 4 May; Paul Hood, current organizer of the BSFA London open meetings,
marries Elaine Hart on 1 June. Congratulatory noises!
Fanfundery. The 2002 TAFF race is on, with Chris O’Shea and Tobes
Valois contending for the trip to ConJosé (Worldcon 2002). Voting ends
midnight 2 June. Ballots available from Sue Mason, 3 York St, Altrincham,
Cheshire, WA15 9QH; or from Ansible, or the TAFF website.
C.o.A. Tommy Ferguson & Leslie Altic, 30 Ava Park, Belfast, BT7 3BX, NI.
Dave & Maryse O’Neill, 21 Oak St, Bath, BA2 3BR. Jo Walton & Emmett
O’Brien, 965 Avenue Melrose, Apt 3, Montreal, Quebec, H4A 2R3, Canada.
(Jo has been off-line owing to computer hitches.)
Twenty Years Ago. Brian Aldiss hit the big time: “Am boning up to be on
‘Desert Island Discs’ – the Seal of Respectability which will alienate all selfrespecting fans. Beethoven’s Ninth or I Wish I Could Shimmy Like My
Sister Kate? It is a problem.” (Ansible 25, April 1982)
The Horror! Bram Stoker Awards novel shortlists: NOVEL From the Dust
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Returned, Ray Bradbury; American Gods, Neil Gaiman; The Lost, Jack
Ketchum; Black House, Stephen King & Peter Straub. • FIRST NOVEL Phantom
Feast, Diana Barron; Skating on the Edge, d.g.k.goldberg; Riverwatch, Joe
Nassise; Deadliest of the Species, Michael Oliveri.
Group Gropes. FORTH (Edinburgh) has been meeting every Tuesday
evening since 1979 or so: Doric Tavern, Market St, 9pm. [JD]
Thog’s Masterclass. “The zeppelin of bluster Feldman excoriated Freddy
with suddenly popped into a cloud of humility.” (David Grand, The
Disappearing Body, 2002) [MMW]
• “Schofield and Logan fought hard, covered in red emergency lighting.”
(Matthew Reilly, Area 7, 2001) [MR]
• Dept of Posh Talk. “He abluted, accoutred, ate and arrived downstairs in the
communal vestibule in good time to be picked up by Hans.” (James
Lovegrove, “Piecework” in Hideous Progeny, 1999). [SHS]

Endnotes
Never Mind. A long-standing feature of the Ansible website, the free Mind-It
option that notified you when the home page was updated with a new issue,
has been withdrawn by its current owners. There is apparently a replacement
service that costs money.
BBC-DVD. Mike Scott Rohan has a recommendation: “A small and underpublicized department of BBC Education is quietly releasing classic
programmes of the past on limited-edition DVD (and I believe also
videotape), available only directly through their website and not through
shops or other distributors. The range may include imaginative and SF
subjects. In fact, the first three include the 1968 adaptation of The Hound of
the Baskervilles, with Peter Cushing and Nigel Stock, the first to be filmed on
the actual Dartmoor locations; and the 1978 Gerard Savory dramatization of
Dracula, with Louis Jourdan, Frank Finlay, Judi Bowker and Susan
Penhaligon, just about the most faithful adaptation storywise and still the
only one to have the Whitby scenes actually filmed there, very
atmospherically too. I have seen them both, and they stand up remarkably
well, despite some creaky interior sets and just one or two dubious lesser
performances. The actual quality of the recordings on DVD is remarkable,
very fresh despite their age. I haven’t seen the third, The Picture of Dorian
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Gray with a young Jeremy Irons. Among other subjects being considered are
the famous A.P. Herbert’s Misleading Cases, with Roy Dotrice and Alistair
Sim. I’ve also been talking to them about SF subjects, such as the surviving
Out of the Unknown dramatizations. Unfortunately, it seems, The Caves of
Steel, with Peter Cushing, survives only in fragments, but there are some
others worth the attention, such as E.M. Forster’s The Machine Stops, which
won an award.” More details at:
www.bbcworldwide.com/vet/specialinterests/default.asp [link now dead].
“One word of warning: order handling and delivery seems to be a bit slow, as
they’re just getting going.”
Lost & Found Dept. Liz Holliday “left a tube of posters at the Dead Dog
party at Helicon. The posters – around 6 of them – were of the cover of the
role playing game Continuum. For some reason, her boyfriend – one of the
publishers of said game – seems to think that if she lost ’em, she ought to pay
for ’em. Consequently, she’d really like them back. Anyone with any
information please email liz@sff.net. Thanks!” • Rich & Nicki Lynch have a
missing-fanzine report: “All the non-North American copies of Mimosa 27
that were mailed via our transshipment agent (Global Mail) have been lost in
transit. GM is looking for them ...”
Ansible 177 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2002. Thanks to Paul Barnett, Greg
Benford, Tanya Brown, Jim Darroch, Ellen Datlow, Harlan Ellison, Lilian
Edwards, Steve Green, Plokta News Network, Andrew I. Porter, Colette
Reap, Marcus Rowland, Steven H Silver, Kevin Standlee, Gordon Van
Gelder, Gary Wilkinson, Martin Morse Wooster, and our Hero Distributors:
Rog Peyton (Brum), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan Stewart
(Australia). 4 Apr 02.
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A word from our sponsor, after gangrene surgery:
“RELICS! Now’s your chance to own a part of MICHAEL MOORCOCK. Yes,
friends, for the first time in literary history (not to mention church history)
you can now buy an AUTHENTIC RELIC of a man The Sun once called ‘an
author of rare goodness and sanity’ and whom many already believe to be a
saint. The author of Behold the Man, considered by many to have taken
science fiction to the extreme, offers his extremities (beautifully preserved in
Franklin Mint Formaldehyde) for only a few pounds (down payment). Each
extremity is numbered and signed in blood by the AUTHOR HIMSELF and soon
to be available on e-bay.
ADVERTISEMENT.

“In other words, the operation seems to have been successful.”

Theories Of Everything
Mike Ashley was announced as this year’s winner of the SFRA Pilgrim
Award for distinguished sf criticism, to be presented in June. “It seems odd to
get a lifetime award when I still feel I’ve only just started!”
Fred Clarke, Arthur C. Clarke’s younger brother, had a heart attack at Easter
but is out of hospital, recuperating, and should make a full recovery. [MKS]
Still a dedicated behind-the-scenes worker in UK sf circles (especially the
Clarke Award), Fred was 81 in April.
Harlan Ellison’s anti-piracy action against AOL continues despite the
apparent setback of that March judgement. (See Letters, below.) The Ansible
177 aside indicating that the suit had failed was based on the supposedly
authoritative BNA’s Internet Law News, whose summary of the decision and
its impact isn’t accepted by Ellison’s lawyers. In his usual temperate style,
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the affronted author complained that Ansible had never before mentioned his
legal struggles against Internet fiction pirates (incorrect; see A164 and A175),
suggested baleful influence from Chris Priest (who was not in any way
involved), and instructed his on-line supporters to “find your e.way onto that
Ansible site, whatever and wherever it is, and put a chokehold on their
crowing, lest they have to eat those rotten eggs poached in their own
perfidy.” Oh, good grief.
Ian McEwan conveys that finding inspiration is far tougher for Real Writers
like himself than for, say, Kim Stanley Robinson. “... Where does it come
from? You have to dig fairly deeply and relax your control of it, unless
you’re a genre writer and can say, ‘I’m going to write about the colonization
of Mars.’” (New York Times, 23 April) [DB]
Mike Moorcock sends a disappointed PS: “The ad is a bit of a con. I only
lost two toes.... And actually they don’t let you keep the bits.”
Gordon Van Gelder of F&SF was alarmed by a Michigan government
website story: “Governor Appoints Gordon Van Gelder to Michigan
Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Commission”. Who’d
have thought there could be more than one Gordon Van Gelder?

Confarreation
3-6 May • Damn Fine Convention (Twin Peaks), Shepperton Moat House
Hotel, Shepperton. £30 reg at the door. Just turn up.
12 May • Fantasy Fair (10th anniversary event), Cresset Exhibition Centre,
Bretton, Peterborough. Contact 01477 534626.
13 May • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Pat Cadigan, Jon
Courtenay Grimwood, China Miéville. 6:30pm. “You dog.” (The April
reading was cancelled by Borders owing to “personnel changes”.)
17 May • The Prisoner 35th anniversary event, EMD Cinema, 186 Hoe St,
London, E17. 7.30pm. Guests, showings, Official Companion book launch.
£6.50 advance reg (send with SAE marked “Prisoner”, by 7 May) or at door.
Cheques to McGuffin, 458 Hoe St, London, E17 9AH.
18 May • Arthur C. Clarke Award, Science Museum, by invitation,
6:30pm. Also free panels etc arranged by Pat Cadigan, 2pm-6pm.
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23/25 May • Cheltenham Science Festival sf-ish events, all £5 (£4
concessions). 23rd: Town Hall, 4:15pm – Ghost Hunting, Richard Wiseman;
Everyman Theatre, 6pm, Futures Debate – Brian Aldiss, Ray Hammond et
al. 25th: Everyman Theatre, 10am – Robo-Sapiens, Steve Grand, Kevin
Warwick. Bookings/more information: 01242 227979.
1-3 Jun • plokta.con 2.0 (small, friendly, superfluous tech), Hilton National
Hotel, Basingstoke. GoH John Meaney. £25 reg. Cheques to Plokta, 24 St
Mary Rd, Walthamstow, London, E17 9RG.
17-18 Aug • Caption (small-press comics), Oxford Union, St Michael’s St,
Oxford. Rates now announced: £9 reg (£6 students/unwaged), £12 at door.
Contact 18 Hawkins St, Oxford, OX4 1YD.
28 Sep - 4 Oct • Milford SF Writers’ Conference, Hedley House Hotel,
York (new venue!). Professionally published authors only. £35 reg inc £20
deposit against £280 hotel bill for 7 nights’ B&B (single). Contact c/o Top
Flat, 8 Bedford St, Kemp Town, Brighton, BN2 1AN.
Rumblings • George Flynn brought encouraging news to the April NESFA
business meeting: “To the best of my knowledge, no worldcon committee has
had a coup d’etat yet this month.” [IM]

Infinitely Improbable
“Andromeda Is Back!” rejoiced Rog Peyton on Saturday 20 April. “I have a
job again! We were bought on Thursday and reopened yesterday. Laurence
Miller and myself have been employed at the moment but the rest of the staff
will be re-employed as and when they are needed. We are now part of the
Boomclear Ltd organization. They also own Dungeons and Starships here in
Brum. We are staying here for a month and then moving into the city centre.
The guy who bought us saw premises he liked last week and instead of
asking how much the rent was, he decided to buy the building! Apparently he
hates renting. He’ll be moving us and D&S into these new premises next
month.” The fabled Birmingham sf bookshop officially closed its doors in
January but carried on trading as a speakeasy – “knock twice and ask for
Rog.”
Awards. James Tiptree Award: The Kappa Child, Hiromi Goto.
• Nebulas, 27 April: NOVEL The Quantum Rose, Catherine Asaro; NOVELLA
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“The Ultimate Earth”, Jack Williamson; NOVELETTE “Louise’s Ghost”, Kelly
Link; SHORT “The Cure for Everything”, Saverna Park; SCRIPT Crouching
Tiger, Hidden Dragon. [KS]
• International Horror Guild awards for 2001 work included: NOVEL
Threshold, Caitlín R. Kiernan; FIRST NOVEL Ordinary Horror, David Searcy;
COLLECTION Through Shattered Glass, David B. Silva; ANTHOLOGY Night
Visions 10 ed. Richard Chizmar.
Thog’s Bibliographic Masterclass. “In the sixties The Eagle was an
enormously popular English science-fiction magazine.” (Peter Guzzardi,
editor’s note in Douglas Adams, The Salmon of Doubt, 2002.)
R.I.P. John Agar (1921-2002), US actor remembered in sf circles for his
parts in 1950s B-movies like The Mole People, Revenge of the Creature and
Tarantula, died on 7 April; he was 81. [SD]
• Richard Cowper (1926-2002), author of the Corlay trilogy and other lyrical,
very English sf, died on 29 April. In real life he was John Middleton Murry
Jr, son of the noted critic, and published fine autobiographies as Colin
Middleton Murry. A witty, charming man, now much missed. See Chris
Priest’s memoir below.
• Joan Harrison, wife for 48 years of sf author Harry Harrison, died from
cancer on 21 April. [MC] All sympathy to Harry and family.
• Damon Knight (1922-2002), one of the great shapers of 20th-century sf,
died on 14 April. He was 79. Any list of Knight’s achievements stretches on
and on: artist (the least of his talents), our genre’s first critic of real stature
(see his 1956 In Search of Wonder), winner of a 1956 Hugo as best book
reviewer and a 1975 SFRA Pilgrim award for distinguished criticism, author
of many unforgettable stories, influential editor (especially of the 21 Orbit
anthologies, 1966-80), founder of SFWA and cofounder of the Milford SF
Writers’ Conference, underrated sf novelist (late in life producing the sly,
quirky, unexpected treats Why Do Birds and Humpty Dumpty), biographer of
Charles Fort, sf/fan historian in The Futurians, SFWA Grand Master laureate
(1995), popular convention guest, husband of that other fine writer Kate
Wilhelm (who survives him), and all-round good guy. Our loss is great.
• George Alec Effinger (1947-2002), talented US author who attracted much
attention with his first novel What Entropy Means to Me (1972), and won
both Hugo and Nebula awards with “Schrödinger’s Kitten” (1988), died on
27 April aged 55. His life had been plagued with health problems and vast
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medical bills.
• John R. Pierce (1910-2002), US engineer and writer who published sf as
John Roberts and J.J. Coupling as well as his own name, died on 2 April aged
92. As executive director of Bell Labs (1952-71) he was a key figure in the
Telstar project, and always credited the inspiration of Arthur C. Clarke’s
1945 Wireless World article on communications satellites. [JF]
• “Mary Scott, author of ‘literary’ fiction that invariably strayed into the
science fictional and fantastic, died of cancer on 23 April, at the age of 54
[writes Molly Brown]. Though in constant pain towards the end, she never
lost her sense of humour, and those of us who knew her will never forget her
zest for life and generosity of spirit.”
• Henry Slesar (1927-2002), US sf/fantasy author and scriptwriter – though
better known for his crime fiction – died on 2 April. [L]
Amazon Mystery. Authors of fantasies on sale at Amazon.com have noticed
a rash of oddly similar customer reviews that rubbish their work and instead
recommend, say, George R.R. Martin, Robert Jordan, and Robert Stanek. The
number of Big Name commendations varies, but not the plug for selfpublished author Robert Stanek. Who could possibly be posting these reviews
(many since removed by Amazon) under a variety of names? It is a mystery,
but Ansible is reminded of how Lionel Fanthorpe’s pseudonymous sf would
often mention those great classic masters of the genre, Verne, Wells and
Fanthorpe.
Hugo Nominations were released on 18 April. 626 people sent in ballots.
• NOVEL (486 ballots cast) The Curse of Chalion, Lois McMaster Bujold;
American Gods, Neil Gaiman; Perdido Street Station, China Miéville;
Cosmonaut Keep, Ken MacLeod; Passage, Connie Willis; The Chronoliths,
Robert Charles Wilson.
• NOVELLA (300) “May Be Some Time”, Brenda W. Clough (Analog 4/01);
“The Diamond Pit”, Jack Dann (F&SF 6/01); “The Chief Designer”, Andy
Duncan (Asimov’s 6/01); “Stealing Alabama”, Allen Steele (Asimov’s 1/01);
“Fast Times at Fairmont High”, Vernor Vinge (Collected Stories of VV).
• NOVELETTE (292) “Hell Is the Absence of God”, Ted Chiang (Starlight 3);
“Undone”, James Patrick Kelly (Asimov’s 6/01); “The Days Between”, Allen
Steele (Asimov’s 3/01); “Lobsters”, Charles Stross (Asimov’s 6/01); “The
Return of Spring”, Shane Tourtellotte (Analog 11/01).
• SHORT (331) “The Ghost Pit”, Stephen Baxter (Asimov’s 7/01);
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“Spaceships”, Michael A. Burstein (Analog 6/01); “The Bones of the Earth”,
Ursula K. Le Guin (Tales from Earthsea); “Old MacDonald Had a Farm”,
Mike Resnick (Asimov’s 9/01); “The Dog Said Bow-Wow”, Michael
Swanwick (Asimov’s 10/01).
• RELATED BOOK (252) The Art of Richard Powers, Jane Frank; Meditations on
Middle-Earth ed. Karen Haber; The Art of Chesley Bonestell, Ron Miller &
Frederick C. Durant III; I Have This Nifty Idea ... Now What Do I Do With
It?, Mike Resnick; J.R.R. Tolkien: Author of the Century, Tom Shippey;
Being Gardner Dozois, Michael Swanwick.
• DRAMATIC (452) Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, The Lord of the
Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring, Monsters, Inc., Buffy the Vampire Slayer
– “Once More, With Feeling”, Shrek.
• PRO EDITOR (382) Ellen Datlow, Gardner Dozois, Patrick Nielsen Hayden,
Stanley Schmidt, Gordon Van Gelder.
• PRO ARTIST (323) Jim Burns, Bob Eggleton, Frank Kelly Freas, Donato
Giancola, Michael Whelan.
• SEMIPROZINE (283) Absolute Magnitude, Interzone, Locus, The New York
Review of SF, Speculations.
• FANZINE (237) File 770, Ansible, Challenger, Mimosa, Plokta.
• FAN WRITER (248) Jeff Berkwits, Bob Devney, John L. Flynn, Mike Glyer,
Dave Langford, Steven H Silver.
• FAN ARTIST (177) Sheryl Birkhead, Brad Foster, Teddy Harvia, Sue Mason,
Frank Wu.
• WEB SITE (365; extra category added for this year by ConJosé) Locus Online,
www.locusmag.com; SciFi.com, www.scifi.com; SF Site, www.sfsite.com;
Strange Horizons, www.strangehorizons.com; Tangent Online,
www.tangentonline.com.
• John W. Campbell Award (272; not a Hugo) Tobias S. Buckell, Alexander
C. Irvine, Wen Spencer, Jo Walton, Ken Wharton.
• Winners to be announced 1 September. [JL]
• Bob Devney observes: “Hey, rather a scandal that it took fewer nominations
[21] to get onto the best short story ballot than the best fan writer [26], no?
Not that I’m counting.”
Outraged Letters. Mike Moorcock on my helpful idea of fell, rune-carved,
prosthetic toes: “I’m not sure even I can get a good name for magical, selfwilled pinkies – Antfrightener? Snakeupsetter? Frogscarer?”
• C.E. Petit on that 40pp Ellison vs AOL decision: “Your story made an
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understandable error, as AOL’s news release misstates the ruling. (Gee, what
a surprise!) Judge Cooper actually ruled that AOL could be found liable for
contributory infringement, but that the Digital Millennium Copyright Act’s
draconian limitations on liability would not allow any recovery of money. It’s
sort of (but only sort of) like a conviction with no sentence.” Charles Samaha
added: “The Judge made a finding that may or may not be adverse to Mr
Ellison’s case (this has yet to be determined); and, if adverse, Mr Ellison has
the right to appeal said decision. Thus, this case is far from over and far from
being lost.”
• Jeff VanderMeer reminisces: “I had Ellison call me up twice threatening to
nail my head to a wall. Once because I’d sent him a manuscript he’d
requested. And once because I’d truthfully recorded his remarks at a
convention.”
Signs of Life. Maureen Kincaid Speller was there in London on 13 April:
“There were few Signs of Life in the sf community at 10am, but by 11, the
SF Foundation/BSFA’s joint day of activities was well under way, with a
panel discussion on the Arthur C. Clarke Award, with suitable pauses to
accommodate waves of new arrivals. By the time Ann Halam’s presentation
on ‘How To Write A Ghost Story’ began, the room was packed to capacity,
and remained that way through Mark Bould’s interview with M. John
Harrison, and the quiz, in which the Foundation comprehensively thrashed
the BSFA. The two organizations’ respective AGMs were also very well
attended; it’s estimated that 100 people attended the event during the course
of the day. The Friends’ Meeting House, a venue with a pleasantly
ecumenical attitude to hiring out facilities, provided some unusual extras
across the corridor: a rehearsal of extracts from Mozart during the morning,
and chanting Buddhists with added cymbals for a large part of the afternoon.
It is to be hoped that our vital signs will be retested next year, and in a larger
venue.”
C.o.A. Wm. Breiding, PO Box 1901, Tucson, AZ 85702, USA.
As Others See Us. Not everyone, it seems, can distinguish between sf and
Scientology. “Sandra Bernhard on Tom Cruise and Penelope Cruz: ‘Leave
the Spanish girl alone! Let her go home! Let the chick go! Don’t fuck her
mind with your mind-bending, scientific, science-fiction shit!’” (Evening
Standard free magazine Hot Tickets, 23-28 March) [RH]
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Random Fandom. Kathryn Cramer mentioned a literary rarity at Boskone:
“When she was in college, Joanna Russ wrote a play of The Hobbit ... We
have this manuscript somewhere in our basement. With stuff in the margin, in
Tolkien’s very recognizable handwriting, that says, ‘No, no, no, hobbits do
NOT wear hats with red pompoms on them!’” [TD]
• Anne Gay & Stan Nicholls regret the demise of their UK “SF and Fantasy
Zone” website, popular for four years since launched under LineOne but now
axed by the ISP’s new owner, Tiscali.
• Lee Montgomerie cunningly evaded our paparazzi: “I got married to Chris
Terran on 27 June last year, an event Ansible seems to have missed, but we
were in the middle of Africa at the time.”
Thog’s Masterclass. Highbrow Dept. “Nordon dug out the ship’s plans and
located the approximate position from Jimmy’s report. Then he whistled
softly and his eyebrows climbed towards the ceiling.” (Arthur C. Clarke, The
Sands of Mars, 1951) [RG]
• One-Eyed Trouser Snake Dept. “Poring over the curves of her breasts and
hips, Patrick’s erection pulsed wildly.”
• “And then there was the old man she’d met that afternoon. He’d behaved as
if a wolverine were in his drawers when she’d mentioned Chris.” (both
Thomas Staab, Heart of Ice, Blood of Fire, 2000) [PB]
• “He was not as old in appearance as his age might have made him appear.”
(Gordon R. Dickson, Soldier, Ask Not, 1967) [ASR]

Richard Cowper (1926-2002)
Chris Priest writes: “I met Richard Cowper (John Murry) at the first British
Milford workshop. It was his first contact with the sf world, ever. He stuck it
gamely for a day, then slunk away somewhere. I found him in a tiny TV
lounge, horizontal on a couch, a ciggie smouldering in his fingers, a story
about a dragon folded across his chest. We got talking, united by our
irritation with the inane writing. Our friendship began then. Nearly thirty
years have passed since, my estimation of him, both as a man and as a writer,
growing year by year. I loved the mischief in him, the way he could play the
giddy goat, his funny gossip, his rage at the idiots around him – but also I
respected him for his seriousness and passion about books and writing, the
extent and depth of his reading, the skill and emotional impact of his novels,
the adoration he had for his wife Ruth and his two daughters, Jacky and
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Helen. A capable man, he could plant a wood, sail a boat, restore antiques,
grow tobacco, rail at critics, sweep a chimney in two seconds flat. His fiction
was never given the critical reception it deserved, though the books were
popular with readers. Fifteen years ago he suddenly gave up writing,
exhausted, he said, of things to say. He took up painting instead and repaired
Victorian chairs. At the end of March this year, after fifty years of marriage,
Ruth died after a long illness. At her funeral Richard read a paragraph from
his autobiography, describing his love for her at first sight. It was a stunning
moment in the quiet chapel, charged with love and an aching sadness. Just
under four weeks later he died too, suddenly and shockingly. His heart was
broken, his daughters say.”

Endnotes
Andy Richards of Cold Tonnage Books in Surrey has launched an urgent
space programme: “Anyone with surplus storage space (shop or private),
please get in touch: distance not necessarily a problem!”
andy@coldtonnage.demon.co.uk.
DUFF 2002. The race is under way, says Naomi Fisher, with candidates
David Cake & Sarah (Locksley) Xu, running as a team, and Julian Warner.
The winner(s) will travel from Australia to attend ConJosé, the 60th World
Science Fiction Convention, in San José, California. The ballot, full voting
rules and the latest DUFF newsletter are available from the DUFF 2002
website at: http://home.pacbell.net/jgelb/duff2k.html [link now dead]
TAFF 2002. This is your last reminder from Ansible: voting closes at
midnight on 2 June (during plokta.con). The ballot form is available on the
web: http://taff.org.uk/ballots/taff2002.html
Ansible 178 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2002. Thanks to Paul Barnett,
Damien Broderick, Michael Carroll, DarkEcho, The Devniad, Steven Dunn,
Jo Fletcher, Rupert Goodwins, Rob Hansen, Instant Message, Robert
Lichtman, Locus, John Lorentz, Alter S. Reiss, Maureen Kincaid Speller,
Keith Stokes, and our Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group News),
Janice Murray (North America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Australia).
2 May 02.
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It was that time of year again: the Arthur C. Clarke Award was
presented on 18 May at the London Science Museum, with copious free wine
before and after. Five of the six nominees (Connie Willis couldn’t make it)
trembled in the front row of the Imax theatre as administrator Paul Kincaid
worked up suspense via such delaying devices as a special presentation to Sir
Arthur’s brother Fred, for his hero work behind the scenes. Then last year’s
winner China Miéville – togged up, for the first time in living memory, with
a suit and tie – opened the fatal envelope as quickly as he could, and
presented the souvenir bookend and £2002 cheque to Gwyneth Jones for her
“near future fantasy” Bold as Love. Gwyneth later recollected in tranquillity:
“The operation was really very painless. Neither fear nor hope possessed me.
I didn’t have a thought in my head when China stood up, besides well, now
we can all clap the winner, stand around nattering for a bit and then go
home....” She had been repeatedly shortlisted for previous Clarke Awards;
her editor at Gollancz, Jo Fletcher, said “Fifth time is the charm!” Despite
widespread concern that the Imax screen might at any instant light up with a
terrifying seventy-foot talking head of Sir Arthur, it wasn’t used.
ACCA.

The Tomorrow People
Ben Bova’s sf novel The Rock Rats was illustrated on Amazon.com – for a
short glorious period in April and May, until the authorities noticed – with a
cover scan which subtly modified his name to BEN DOVA.
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Simon R. Green’s irresistible inspiration met an immovable object: “I’ve
sold a series of books to Ace ... the third of which features a torch singer who
puts across sad songs so powerfully that members of the audience go home
and commit suicide. Sometimes they don’t even bother to go home first.
Anyway, my title was Do Lemmings Sing the Blues. My American editor’s
response: Over my dead lifeless body.”
Judith Merril’s long-awaited memoirs have been assembled by her
granddaughter Emily Pohl-Weary from a partial draft and various fragments.
Mike Moorcock: “In the new (and recommended) Better to Have Loved: The
Life of Judith Merril, I am credited with transforming ‘a formerly mild
science fiction called “Flagship” into what became known as “New Worlds”.’
I suspect this is a case of editing done after Judy’s death. The book is full of
interesting and generally affectionate insights into the sf scene of the 40s, 50s
and 60s in particular.” • Michael Swanwick remembers “the only time I ever
met the lady. It was at a Readercon, shortly before she died. I was sitting at a
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table with other writers when, moving with great difficulty, she sat down and
joined us. ‘You’re looking well, Judy,’ somebody said. She looked at him
sternly and said, ‘I am in constant pain.’ Then she smiled the very best smile
in the world and added, ‘But so what?’”
Richard Cowper (John Murry) might have been amused that there was
standing room only at his funeral on 7 May. Rob Holdstock and David
Wingrove delivered tributes; Chris Priest read a moving passage from John’s
autobiography. Later we recalled his favourite anecdote, of the alarming lady
who welcomed him to the first UK Milford with a kiss and a cry of what
sounded like, “You have the eyes of a prune!” It was Anne McCaffrey. Who
thought he looked like one of her characters....
Brian Stableford defines his literary goals: “My ten millionth published
word will appear before the end of the year – my arithmetic isn’t sufficiently
exact for me to identify which one it will be – and I realize to my horror that
it has taken me 37 years. If it took me another 37 years to get to twenty
million I’d be in my 90s; having no confidence in my ability to last so long
I’m hoping to get it done in 21 years – if I can manage that I’ll only be 75,
and will be able to reassess the situation to see if it’s worth trying for twentyfive million.”
J. Michael Straczynski was tickled to learn that his unfavourite UK fan
Bryan Cooney (of Wolf 359 con-running infamy) had posed as a courier to
sneak into Bridge Studios, Vancouver, where Jeremiah and Stargate are
filmed, and was twice ejected with extreme prejudice after begging actors to
sign photographs. “So outrageous was the situation that, apparently, whatever
minor franchise license he had has been revoked by MGM, and by orders of
those at Stargate if he attempts to slip onto the lot again he will be arrested
on sight.” JMS deeply regrets that “all this happened within 100 yards of my
office on the lot, and I was completely unaware of it until the email came,
and I was then able to verify the situation with those directly involved. For
this I would’ve set up a lawn chair on the grounds and sold tickets....” [AH]

Concremation
17 Jun [postponed from the originally announced 10 Jun] • Reading at
Borders, Oxford St, London. Pat Cadigan and guests TBA. 6:30pm. “You
dog.” Borders staff tend to deny all knowledge of these events when phoned;
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the May reading nevertheless happened.
17-23 Jun • Writing on the Wall festival, Liverpool. 17th: Andy Sawyer’s
“SF: the new commonwealth” panel, with Steve Aylett, Gwyneth Jones and
others; The Picket, Hardman St, 7-9pm, £3/£2 conc. 19th: Ramsey Campbell
speaks at Unity Theatre, Hope Place, 5:30-7pm.
19 Jun • Don’t Panic 3rd ed. launch, Florence Nightingale pub (upstairs),
7pm on. Free admission to all. “Lots of HHGG celebs invited.”
21-3 Jun • SFX Event (hugely media-oriented), Norbreck Castle Hotel,
Blackpool. £75 reg! Several actor guests (but definitely not J. Michael
Straczynski: “he hates us he does,” said my SFX contact), plus “the SFX
Team”. When regular columnists ask if they’re part of this team, a great
silence falls – quite a relief, really. Tickets from 01225 788215.
26 Jun • BSFA Open Meeting, Rising Sun, Cloth Fair, London, EC1. 7pm
on, fans present from 5pm. Guest speaker: no word as yet.
1-7 Jul • Eurocon 2002, Chotebor, Czech Republic. $20/$25 reg (it says
here; these are US dollars). Contact avalcon@avalcon.cz.
9-11 Aug • ConteXXt (Unicon 20), University of Gloucestershire. Joint
event with HarmUni 2 (filk relaxacon). £30 reg, £15 concessions, small
children £1. Contact 17 Cow Lane, Didcot, Oxon, OX11 7SZ.
16-19 Aug • 2002: A Discworld Odyssey (DWcon 3), Hanover International
Hotel, Hinckley, Leics. Usual guests. Reduced rates since 1 April: £45 reg,
£30 concessions, £10 supp – reverting to £50/£35/£15 at end July. Contact
(SAE) 23 Medora Rd, Romford, Essex, RM7 7EP.
17-18 Aug • Caption (small-press comics), Oxford Union, St Michael’s St,
Oxford. £9 reg (£6 students/unwaged), £12 at door. Contact 18 Hawkins St,
Oxford, OX4 1YD.
29 Aug - 2 Sep • ConJosé (60th Worldcon), San José, California. Still
$180/£125 reg until advance booking closes on 31 July; $200 at the door
($180 on Sat 31 Aug). Contact PO Box 61363, Sunnyvale, CA 94088-1363,
USA; UK agents 52 Westbourne Tce, Reading, RG30 2RP.
21 Sep • FantasyCon, Champagne Charlie’s, 17 The Arches, Villiers St,
London, WC2N 4NN. 10am-6pm, winding down to pub evening. Guests TBA.
£17 reg, £12 for British Fantasy Soc members; £20 at the door. Contact
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Beech House, Chapel Lane, Moulton, Cheshire, CW9 8PQ.

Infinitely Improbable
Awards. Carnegie Medal for children’s fiction: the current shortlist of 8
includes two fantasies by well-known names, Peter Dickinson’s The
Ropemaker and Terry Pratchett’s The Amazing Maurice and His Educated
Rodents.
• Lambda Awards for gay/lesbian/etc writing: the 2002 sf and fantasy
category was won by Lisa A. Barnett & Melissa Scott, for Point of Dreams.
• Sidewise (alternate history) shortlists ... LONG J. Gregory Keyes, “Age of
Unreason” series – Newton’s Cannon, A Calculus of Angels, Empire of
Unreason, The Shadows of God; Allen M. Steele, Chronospace; J.N. Stroyar,
The Children’s War. SHORT Stephen Baxter & Simon Bradshaw, “First to the
Moon”; Ken MacLeod, “The Human Front”. [SHS]
• Nebula footnote: Tim Powers’s Declare was removed from this year’s final
ballot owing to a limited edition published in 2000.
Zero Hour. From the Guardian website, 14 May 2002: “Lembit Opik MP
and Guardian science editor Tim Radford discuss the possibility that an
incoming asteroid will hit Earth at 2.30pm today”. [BR]
Andromeda Bookshop. Rog Peyton sent grim news a month after being
rehired at the shop he founded: “I was made redundant on Monday afternoon
[20 May]. The new owner is not happy that the sales aren’t leaping up. No
new stock since second week in January! What does he expect? He’s left Ped
and Laurence as the only staff working 6 days a week (and Laurence is
afternoons only). It will be interesting to see how long they can go on before
they collapse from exhaustion or stick two fingers up. The new owner assures
me that this is only temporary – as soon as the turnover is back to normal,
he’ll rehire me. Now it doesn’t take a genius to work out that if Ped and
Laurence can get the turnover up to the old level by themselves then there’s
no point in rehiring me at all. Neither of them will have time to produce a
new catalogue and issuing a new catalogue is the main thing that’s needed to
get the sales back. I’m afraid the only result I can see from all this is that the
new owner will cut his losses and close it down completely. I’ve always said
he has no idea what he was buying. • At least my redundancy has now come
through and I can afford to sit back for a short while and consider what I
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want to do with the rest of my life.”
As Others See Us. The Bookseller reacted predictably to a grumble about
snobbish literary attitudes. “You hear this sort of thing all the time from SF
wallahs, who bang on about the Booker Prize and never seem to take the
pleasure they should in the fact that they are Not As Other People. In fact I
am contemplating a series of riotously funny fantasy novels set entirely in
Chipworld, a self-contained universe that hovers permanently just above
Terry Pratchett’s shoulder.” (17 May 2002) [DN]
Group Gropes. London: cries of horror resounded in May as the Florence
Nightingale, current home of various London fan meetings including the
traditional first-Thursday-each-month evening gathering, stopped serving
meals after 5:30pm. Greasy, inadequate “bar snacks” such as potato wedges
remain available for the truly desperate.
• Ex-landlord Kevin confides that “his spy told him that takings at the Dead
Nurse are down by over 2,000 quid a week since he left. Fan groups and darts
groups are all leaving.” [RN]
• Leytonstone: new sf pub meeting launched. 7pm at The Walnut Tree, 85761 Leytonstone High Rd, on the Tuesday after the first Thursday each month,
e.g. 11 June.
R.I.P. John Nathan-Turner (1948-2002), BBC producer responsible for 130
episodes of Doctor Who from 1980 to 1989, died on 3 May aged 54. He first
joined the show as a floor assistant in 1969. [JW]
• Bill Peet (1915-2002), who scripted the animated 101 Dalmatians and The
Sword in the Stone, and contributed to many other Disney classics, died on 5
May at age 87. He also wrote 35 children’s books, several of them awardwinners. [PB]
• Bruce Pelz (1936-2002), US fan who was a mainstay of the Los Angeles SF
Society, a past Worldcon chair, and did invaluable work in archiving the
history and publications of fandom, died from a pulmonary embolism on 9
May. He was 65. I’ll miss Bruce’s staunch support for the fan funds, and his
endless punning “Tripe Report” postcards, sent from countless exotic places
as he travelled the world on cruise ships with his wife Elayne (to whom all
sympathy).
Thog’s Critical Masterclass. “In these stories of madness and shivered
reality, frissons are the body language of the day.” (Edward Bryant, Locus,
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May 2002) [MMW]
Outraged Letters. Steve Matthews has another tale of TV woe: “I produced
Channel Five’s horror anthology Urban Gothic which ran for 22 eps over
2000-1. It rated very well – far better than its obscure slot average – and
received increasing critical acclaim. It provoked love and hate, but whatever
you thought of it I think it was brave and different; however it will be no
more, it seems. The attitude seems to be that it’s cheaper and easier to buy
and promote American product. Frustrating: the chances of British TV making
new groundbreaking horror or sf are lessening rather than increasing.”
• Mike Moorcock mourns: “Very, very sorry to hear of the death of Joan
Harrison, Mrs Harry Harrison. She was always the very best company and
was a brave, feisty, independent lady who never took any crap. She was one
of my personal heroines. This was somewhat shattering news, especially
when I learned John Murry had died. I was also very sorry to hear of George
Alec ‘Piglet’ Effinger’s death. He produced two of the books I liked best in
relatively recent sf – What Entropy Means To Me and Maureen Birnbaum,
Barbarian Swordsperson. A week of heavy news.”
• Charles Platt grumbles: “I really don’t want to read any more news items
about Moorcock’s toes. I think you should drop this topic unless he loses at
least a whole foot.”
• Andrew I. Porter sends a complaint about SF Chronicle, which Warren
Lapine of DNA Publications has apparently been changing behind his back:
“The first two articles in the May SFC, the first about buying another mag,
the second about Ellison and AOL, were actually written by the publisher,
not by SFC’s Andrew Porter. The Ellison article was written without the
knowledge or participation of Andrew Porter – and in fact at no time during
this whole thing did Ellison or his attorneys cooperate with my trying to
untangle a very confusing and complicated news item. I wish Warren had
bylined these items, but it’s too late now. / When I sold SFC to DNA, I had a
three year contract to stay on and do the news. Two years have passed, and
I’m into the final year of the contract. Frankly, having done news-stuff for 40
years (starting with a column in SF Times in 1960, then SFWeekly from 1966
to 68, then SFC starting in 1979), I think I have paid my dues, and a heck of a
lot more. I would like to do Something Else in SF in future years. Maybe
even get a job that pays all my bills, which SFC really hasn’t ever done. /
Everything changes, and judging by all the obituaries of the last month or so,
I would prefer to change my job before I shuffle off to oblivion. And I’d like
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to have fun at worldcons again, instead of working at them.”
Small Press. That new UK sf magazine 3SF launches in October 2002 with
Liz Holliday as editor. Subscriptions £20 (BSFA members £18; overseas
£25/$45) for 6 bimonthly issues, to Big Engine, PO Box 185, Abingdon,
OX14 1GR. Speaking of Big Engine, I’m gloating over page proofs of my
very own BE project Maps: The Uncollected John Sladek – 358pp plus 20pp
prelims, containing a full 60 Sladek stories, essays, and other rarities, eleven
of them co-written with Tom Disch.
Dept of Skiffy Predictions. H.G. Wells very nearly foresees that utopian
personal transport, the Segway: “A man had come up along the road on a
machine like a small two-wheeled two-seater with its wheels in series,
bicycle fashion; lighter and neater it was than any earthly automobile and
mysteriously able to stand upon its two wheels while standing still.” (Men
Like Gods, 1923) [BH]
Random Fandom. Forrest J. Ackerman, legendary fan, collector, agent, and
monster-movie buff, has been seriously ill at Kaiser Permanente Hospital,
Hollywood – but the early Locus website report, “he is not expected to
recover,” was far too pessimistic. He continues to improve steadily, and on
20 May was transferred to Amberwood Convalescent Hospital, LA.
• David V. Barrett on the Gollancz Spring Party: “You missed the bit outside
a bar later on, when Ian Watson and David Pringle were poking their fingers
into each other’s navels. I’m not sure whether they were comparing depth,
texture, wrinkledness, hirsuteness – or misguidedly searching for a male GSpot....”
• Harlan Ellison, discussing copyright law and net piracy with Cory
Doctorow and Brad Templeton at Baycon on 25 May, denounced listeners as
“an audience of scofflaws” and made the following trenchant debating point
to Templeton: “Do not pull funny faces, motherfucker, when I’m talking.”
• Ben Jeapes is mortified: “I’m currently cringing because the lovely,
wonderful, efficient Random House marketing department got me on Radio
Oxford last week. It went very well, very nice interviewer (even if she did
insist on playing the Star Wars theme while she introduced me), and only on
the way home did I realise I’d announced to the listening population of
Oxford that it would take more than a day to get to the nearest planet even at
light speed. I did of course mean the nearest star ... drat and double drat.”
• Jon Langford & Helen Tsatsos have uncled me again, with the arrival of
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Tommy George Langford after “we quit the [Chicago] house at 3:47am on
May 15th and ran every red light between here and the lake! We were in the
hospital for 9 minutes before a robust lad was born (8lb 12oz)....”
The Dead Past. The name Hogwarts first appeared in a 1950s school story,
as any fule kno. In How To Be Topp by Geoffrey Willans and Ronald Searle
(1954), young Molesworth transcribes the school’s Latin play: THE
HOGWARTS by Marcus Plautus Molesworthus. “Eheu!”
• Twenty Years Ago. The Playmate of the Month in the June 1982 Playboy
was a Hawaiian lady whose favourite authors were E.R. Burroughs, M.Z.
Bradley, Moorcock, Tolkien, and John Norman. (Ansible 26, June 82)
• Twenty-Five Years Ago. “Gene Roddenberry’s script for the Star Trek
movie was rejected because it was too limited and didn’t have sufficient
sweep and dimension for the large screen. The rejected script featured an
encounter with God.” (Peter Roberts in Checkpoint 82, June 1977)
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Introspection. “‘Impossible to see, the future
is,’ the small Jedi Master replied, his great orbs still looking inward.” (R.A.
Salvatore, Star Wars Episode II: Attack of the Clones, 2002) It is suspected
that Yoda is here trying to read his own mind.
• Dept of Eyeballs in the Sky. “Marley’s great, popping black eyes bounced
around the room, looking for any sign of retreat from any of the guests.”
(James L. Swanson, The Stuff That Dreams Are Made Of, 2001) [DH]
• Dept of Theology. “Remember the first commandment? Thou shalt not
kill?” (Jack Ketchum, Right to Life, 2002) [PB]
• Dept of Morbid Physiology. “His sweat was cold and clammy now, and
even his anus squeezed open and shut.” (Nick Mamatas, Northern Gothic,
2001) [PB]

Endnotes
Reading SF Group pub meetings have embarked on the complex wanderings
of a “summer tour”, reverting to the Monk’s Retreat in Friar Street for the
early meeting at 7:30pm on the third Monday each month. Details at
www.rsfg.org.uk.
Charles Platt promises to lick my boots if I mention his satirical send-up of
the Enron debacle: see www.enrobreport.com [site now gone]. “There is an
SF angle to the Enrob Annual Report. A double-page spread in the print
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version describes the plans of this fictitious organization to capture asteroids,
visit Mars, and search for extraterrestrial radio transmissions. It says here: ‘In
our constant quest to invade new markets and dominate them, Enrob searches
the skies. This giant communications dish in Sri Lanka scours every
waveband ... when we find an alien civilization, we’ll be ready to rip off
anything of value that they have, forge temporary alliances with their
potentates, and export trashy Earth-fabricated baubles at a huge markup.’ Etc.
I like to think that my childhood hero, Murray Leinster, would have
approved.” The boots are in the mail, Charles.
Locus’s website at www.locusmag.com fell victim to its own popularity near
the end of May, when the host company shut it down for exceeding an
unsuspected bandwidth limit. Your paranoid editor worried that the resulting
message “Forbidden ... You don’t have permission to access / on this server”
was aimed at him personally. Normal service was restored on 30 May.
Ansible 179 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2002. Thanks to Paul Barnett, Ben
Henley, Don Herron, Alison Hopkins, Darren Nash, Robert Newman, Bob
Rickard, Steven H Silver, Jon Weir, Martin Morse Wooster, and our Hero
Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group News), Janice Murray (North
America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Australia). 1 Jun 02.

178

Ansible 180, July 2002
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
ISSN 0265-9816. E-mail ansible@cix.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Sue Mason. Available for SAE, cold cider, or a functional
ban-dan-bladder-stiddle.
“So what is there to do in Basingstoke, then?” “We were
afraid you would ask us that.” This Q&A from the Plokta flyer gained extra
piquancy from news reports of a dismembered corpse in the park adjacent to
the con hotel. Further relentless entertainment included Buffy Evening
(mercifully, before I arrived), School Sports Day (I hid in the bar after
watching hapless contestants running backwards to, around and away from an
ever-retreating Sue Mason), and Bollywood Evening (reminding me that the
local “Raj” Indian restaurant’s most notable menu item was “feces of
barbecued chicken or lamb”). On Monday the hotel offered fans cut-price
admission to its Jubilee party, where the main sideshow “Hit The Target And
Drop The Hotel Manager Into The Water Tank” became strangely more
popular after the twice-doused, disgruntled manager walked out and was
bravely replaced by plokta.con’s very own Alison Scott. Many, many
photographs exist. All good sadistic fun, with a gratifying number of visiting
American fans.
PLOKTA.CON 2.0.

The Secret Masters
“Jude Fisher”, whose debut fantasy blockbuster Sorcery Rising was heavily
promoted by Earthlight in June, turns out to be editor Jane Johnson of
HarperCollins UK. Insiders wondered whether her Earthlight editor John
Jarrold might soon receive a hefty advance for a pseudonymous debut fantasy
to be published by HarperCollins....
John Jarrold, however, leaves Simon & Schuster UK in August. “I have had
a wonderful five years here, and launching the Earthlight imprint in April
1998 was one of the great achievements of my career. However, there are
always times when moving on becomes one’s best option, and that is what I
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am now doing.” Mike Moorcock: “I am not prepared to deal with another
editor, so I too will be leaving Simon and Schuster. All the staff who were
there when I first joined are now gone ...” Other authors in the Jarrold stable
are likewise filled with gloom.
Diana Wynne Jones “had another Hospital Horror in June,” writes Chris
Bell, “when a surgeon told her she had a large tumour he thought had a 95%
probability of being malignant. After a mere week of waiting, a operation [26
June] successfully removed the tumour but left the rest of Our Heroine pretty
much intact; and after another anxious week the biopsy results came. They
said it wasn’t malignant after all, and by the time you read this she will be
back home, with no more treatment in prospect, a very sore mid-section (just
don’t make her laugh, it’s really cruel at the moment) and a bottle of Moet et
Chandon in the fridge. I know the last for a fact, I’ve just put it there.”
Sam J. Lundwall is deeply charmed: “I have finally been accepted by the
cultural establishment of Sweden – I have received a ‘Garanterad
författarpenning’, which is a guaranteed income for certain selected authors.
A sum sufficient to survive on (but not too much more). The idea is that a
few authors should be able to write without having to worry about money or
sales or whatever. No strings attached. This means in effect the government
is paying me a salary for doing whatever I like. This will go on until I turn
70, after which a special author’s pension will kick in for support. • Not bad.
Who could ever have thought that a science fiction writer should get a salary
from the cultural establishment to write this Buck Rogers stuff?” The British
government, as Terry Pratchett and J.K. Rowling know, prefers to hand out
state honours with no sordid money attached.
Mike Moorcock is feeling frivolous: “For fun, I’ve written to Del Rey about
the new David Gemmell books – the title of the first of three is The White
Wolf. Since he’s already done Ravenheart (‘Ravenbrand’ was the title of the
last Elric in Interzone) and Stormrider, I suggested that the as yet untitled
books in his series be called Bin of the Black Sword and Weed of the White
Wolf.... He might as well go all the way.”
Alan Moore’s graphic novel The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen may
not be entirely recognizable in the planned live-action film. Screenwriter
James Robinson grumbles that this alternate-Victorian X-Men team comprises
two psychopaths (Jekyll/Hyde, the Invisible Man), a drug addict (Allan
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Quatermain), and “a sort of sexually ambivalent vampire girl” (Mina Harker
from Dracula), leaving only Captain Nemo (who seemed fairly psychopathic
to me) to engage our sympathies. Therefore, that nice all-American boy Tom
Sawyer must be added ... while of course the arch-villain Dr Fu Manchu gets
the chop as a “potentially volatile racial stereotype.” [BB] Any bets on the
replacement bad guy being – in defiance of all previous Hollywood
stereotyping – British?
Peter Nicholls is heading for media fame, thanks to the hour-long TV
documentary The What If Man: The Science Fictional Life of Peter Nicholls.
Premiere 19 July in Melbourne; more screenings at Melbourne Film Festival
(July/Aug) and on Aussie national TV (SBS Network). [YR]

Conuzee
8 Jul • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London: CANCELLED, this month only.
Apologies to anyone who turned up for the 10 June event, which (after
Ansible 179 had appeared) was postponed to 17 June.
24 Jul • BSFA Open Meeting, Rising Sun, Cloth Fair, London, EC1. 7pm
on, fans present from 5pm. Guest speaker: no word as yet.
9-11 Aug • ConteXXt (Unicon 20), University of Gloucestershire. Joint
event with HarmUni 2 (filk relaxacon). £30 reg, £15 concessions, small
children £1. Contact 17 Cow Lane, Didcot, Oxon, OX11 7SZ.
16-19 Aug • 2002: A Discworld Odyssey (DWcon 3), Hanover International
Hotel, Hinckley, Leics. Usual guests. Reduced rates since 1 April: £45 reg,
£30 concessions, £10 supp – reverting to £50/£35/£15 at end of July. Contact
(SAE) 23 Medora Rd, Romford, Essex, RM7 7EP.
29 Aug - 2 Sep • ConJosé (60th Worldcon), San José, California. Still
$180/£125 reg until advance booking closes on 31 July; $200 at the door
($180 on Sat 31 Aug). Contact PO Box 61363, Sunnyvale, CA 94088-1363,
USA; UK agents 52 Westbourne Tce, Reading, RG30 2RP.
2-6 Sep 04 • Noreascon 4 (62nd Worldcon), Boston, MA. GoH T. Pratchett,
W. Tenn, J. Speer, P. Weston. $120 reg, children $85, increasing to $140 and
$105 on 1 Aug 02. Still $35 supp. Mastercard and Visa accepted. Contact PO
Box 1010, Framingham, MA 01701, USA.
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Rumblings. • Japan in 2007. This Worldcon bid is now accepting presupporting memberships: £14, $20 or 24. UK agent A.A. Adams, 23 Ivydyne
Rd, Reading, RG30 1HT; Europe, Vince Docherty, Brugstraat 17B,
Groningen 9712AA, Netherlands; NA, Elayne Pelz, 15931 Kalisher St,
Granada Hills, CA 91344-3951, USA. Cheques to “Nippon 2007”.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. The New Yorker (17 June) ran a merry article on the
hobby of its retired editor Gardner Botsford, who collects books so
specialized that “they have an audience of three.” These amusingly bizarre
titles include Haikus for Jews, Creative Insomnia, Successful Fund Raising
Sermons, Knitting With Dog Hair (see A75) and, alas, The Best of Stanley G.
Weinbaum. [RL/MMW]
• A film press pack plays the traditional “not sf” card: “Minority Report is not
Science Fiction, it’s Future Reality!” [GW]
• The Daily Mail (21 June) knows which damning point about a convicted
murderer needs to be mentioned first: “Science fiction fanatic Christopher
Hunnisett drowned the Rev Ronald Glazebrook in his bath before
dismembering his body with an axe and saw.” [JB]
Group Gropes. At the first-Thursday London fan meeting on 6 June, the
landlord of the Florence Nightingale pub lost patience with fandom’s
tiresome habits of spending money on food (none available, not even
despised “bar snacks”) and wanting full legal pints of beer (one chap who
asked for a top-up had his glass filled with stale dregs from the drip-tray).
After arguments and “incidents” too tedious to relate, all future firstThursday upstairs room bookings were cancelled. The nearby Jubilee in York
Rd welcomed a temporary move there, from the 4 July meeting onward, until
a larger pub is located. Research by Simon Bradshaw and others suggests the
Silver Cross in Whitehall as a promising choice. • Black Lodge (Brum)
meetings move to 2nd Tuesday each month as of 9 July. 8:30pm; The
Hogshead, Newhall St, Birmingham.
R.I.P. Herman Cohen (1927-2002), US producer of such cult films as I Was
a Teenage Werewolf, Blood of Dracula and I Was a Teenage Frankenstein
(all 1957), died from throat cancer on 2 June. [BB/PB] Other sources give
birth year 1925, or 1928. Alas, he never plumbed the ultimate horror of I Was
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a Teenage SF Fan.
• Florence Russell (1930-2002), old-time Los Angeles fan long resident in
Reading, England, and fondly remembered for her Christmas Eve parties,
died on 1 July aged 71. [KF] She was the widow of Samuel J. Russell, an
active US fanzine fan in the 1940s.
• Bernard Wilkie (1920-2002), pioneer of TV special effects and co-founder of
the Visual Effects Workshop at the BBC (where he worked from 1948 to
1978), died on 2 May aged 82. His sf projects included 1984 (1954),
Quatermass II (1955), Quatermass and the Pit (1958-9), and Dr Who – not to
mention Monty Python and The Goodies. [BB/SG]
• DarkTales Publications, the horror outfit, is “closing operations”. [PB]
Science Corner. “Hollywood has breathed new life into HG Wells’s
innovative sci-fi novel The Time Machine. [...] While physicians continue to
find ways to time travel, others claim to have done so unintentionally.” (Jem
Maidment, “Is Time Travel Possible?”, ITV1 Teletext) [DH]
Fanfundery. TAFF. Tobes “Drunken Fuckwit” Valois won the vote on both
sides of the Atlantic, and will travel to ConJosé as European TAFF delegate.
Commiserations to rival candidate Chris O’Shea. Voting: Chris, 17 N.
American votes + 37 European = 54; Tobes, 21+70=91; Hold Over Funds,
3+2=5; No Pref, 9+14=23. Totals 50+123=173 ballots. [SM] • DUFF. Julian
Warner won and will represent Australasian fandom at ConJosé. Voting:
Julian 117, David Cake & Sarah Xu 34, write-in 2, HoF 4, No Pref 18. Total
175: 80 Aus, 95 N. Am. [NF]
Random Fandom. Harry Andruschak, through no fault of his own, is filing
for US Chapter 13 bankruptcy and expects to move house shortly.
• KIM Campbell had an unwelcome return of cancer in May. As Geri
Sullivan says, “She is determined to remain her exceptional self by beating it
again and thanks fandom for the early get-well wishes.”
• Avedon Carol is namechecked in a London Review of Books personal ad: a
dentist “seeks mercurial amalgam of Dinah Washington, Lucille Bogan,
Audrey Hepburn, Avedon Carol and Wendy Kaminer to revive heart shot full
of Novocaine with impacted wisdom and regular soft tissue examinations ...”
• Eileen Gunn confides: “I’ve been off climbing into volcanic caldera with
Carol Emshwiller. Not a metaphor.”
• Sheila Lightsey announced at the 6 June London pub meeting that she and
Victor Gonzalez are now engaged. “Showed us the ring and everything.”
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[RH]
• Simo reports from the Douglas Adams biographical workbench: “Have just
finished first draft of Hitchhiker and it’s a mere 48,000 words over my
contracted wordcount. I believe I can reduce this to an acceptable level by
deleting ‘actually’ and ‘sort of’ from all the Adams quotes.”
• Justina Robson and her husband Richard announced the birth of their son
Daniel on 26 June.
• Marcus Rowland was overjoyed by the opportunity to pay the post office
86p for his UK in 2005 Progress Report -1, mailed without stamps.
• D.M. Sherwood creatively reported that Andromeda Bookshop (see C.o.A.)
is moving to Warsaw.
• Lucy Sussex has a souvenir: “Just back from NZ sf convention (where I was
a secondary GoH). Ended up with a replica of Frodo’s sword, paperknifesize. Unfortunately it does not glow blue in the presence of bills.”
C.o.A. Andromeda Bookshop, 2 Selborne St, Walsall, WS1 2JN; 01922
620000. (Temporary move to warehouse unit, 4 July, for “at least a couple of
months”.) At the Sign of the Dragon, St Ninians, New Road, Wigtown,
Scotland, DG8 9JL (from 22 July; London bookshop closed 29 June). Gary
Farber, 2278 Nicholl St East, Boulder, CO 80304, USA. Ulrika & Hal
O’Brien, PO Box 1646, Bellevue, WA 98009-1646, USA.
Are They Sure? From a Guardian tourism supplement: “Many of New
Zealand’s species of wildlife are unique to this planet.” [NS]
Strange Web Stuff. Richard Calder was disconcerted to find that the free
extract from his Lord Soho on the Earthlight website bore no resemblance to
anything he recalled writing. Who was “Tristan Talisker – Thane of Soulis
Mor”? Ansible traced the offending text to the prologue of a very different
(and very Scots) fantasy, Miller Lau’s Dark Thane.
• Greg Egan has a vital correction to his novel Diaspora, whose 17th chapter
laughably refers to “Poincaré’s rotational ‘pole’ – the two-dimensional sphere
on the hypersurface that stayed fixed in space as the star rotated.” The
author’s website warns that this is in fact an unlikely situation in 5dimensional space, and that it’s more probable that there would be “two
single-point rotational poles, as in 3 dimensions.” [DR] Thog’s Higher
Mathematical Masterclass is deprived of its prey.
• David Pringle of Interzone would be rather more flattered by the discovery
that early issues from 1982 are now priced at £85 sterling, if the on-line
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vendor didn’t describe his pride and joy as a “Short lived English horror and
fantasy magazine.”
• Wildside Press’s website blurb for the Langford/Grant horror spoof Guts
featured this paragraph (since deleted): “RIDDLE STORIES is the American
volume, and it includes Ambrose Bierce, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Edgar Allan
Poe, Washington Irving, Charles Brockden Brown, F. Marion Crawford, and
many others.” As we sadly told Wildside, anyone who buys Guts expecting
to find these authors included – even as well-digested slurry – will be
disappointed.
More Awards. Bram Stoker (horror): NOVEL American Gods, Neil Gaiman;
FIRST NOVEL Deadliest of the Species, Michael Oliveri; LONG FICTION In These
Final Days of Sales, Steve Rasnic Tem; SHORT “Reconstructing Amy”, Tim
Lebbon; COLLECTION The Man with the Barbed-Wire Fists, Norman Partridge;
ANTHOLOGY Extremes 2 ed. Brian A. Hopkins; NONFICTION Jobs in Hell ed.
Brian Keene; ILLUSTRATED No Award; SCREENPLAY Memento, Christopher &
Jonathan Nolan; FOR YOUNG READERS The Willow Files 2, Yvonne Navarro;
POETRY COLLECTION Consumed, Reduced to Beautiful Grey Ashes, Linda
Addison; ALTERNATIVE FORMS Dark Dreamers, Beth Gwinn & Stanley
Wiater; LIFE ACHIEVEMENT John Farris.
We Are Everywhere. Gordon Van Gelder hears that “in his memoir You
Can’t Be Serious, tennis star John McEnroe mentions that his son has a rare
and serious disease called Heinoch Schonlein purpura. However, McEnroe
calls the disease ‘Heinlein purpura’. This error occurred in the bound galley, I
don’t know if it’s in the final book ...”
The James White Award for short stories (2-4000 words) by new writers is in
its third year, with deadline 20 August 2002. Submissions and info requests:
211 Blackhorse Ave, Dublin 7, Ireland. Winner to be announced at Novacon
32 (Quality Hotel, Walsall) on 3 November. [DS]
Outraged Letters. Chris Bell is annoyed with Helicon’s recommended
Jersey travel agency, not merely for insisting (although told otherwise) that
she must be male: “In spite of my having been absolutely firm that I wanted
no bumph of any kind from them or anyone else, and that my details were not
to be held on a database, guess what? I am now getting junkmail from firms
in the Channel Islands selling everything from holiday cottages to stairlifts
and double-glazing – or rather, I’m not, but ‘Mr. C. Bell’ is. Ratfinks.”
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• Sir Arthur C. Clarke confesses that his A174 Thog submission (“‘You cad!’
she hissed.”) “was home-brewed – I had it around for years and was happy to
find a home for it.” [IZ] For shame!
• Simon R. Green was slighted in some space-opera feature that I haven’t
seen but apparently wrote: “I read the entire SFX Deep Space special, and
Not One Word about the best-selling Deathstalker books! I shall take
umbrage. Twice daily, in water.”
• Paul Melko tells me cheeringly, “You’ll probably be tickled to know that
Ansible 179 did not reach anyone at sff.net who had their spam filters
activated. The combination of three phrases within 179 (‘i am’ & ‘m*llion’ &
‘tr*nsfer’) activated our deflector screens. I wouldn’t have noticed if I didn’t
store my spam for later perusal.” I’ve inserted asterisks in hope that this letter
won’t brand A180 as Nigerian-swindle spam and deny its glories to
innumerable (well, 18) sff.net subscribers.
The Dead Past. 20 Years Ago. Chris Morgan on Mythcon 1982: “The art
show was small but full of quality – watch out for talented newcomer Sue
Mason, who won a prize for best amateur artist.” Brian Aldiss suffered the
rewards of hubris when his Telegraph mag competition for “mini-sagas”
(stories of exactly 50 words) required him to judge 33,000 entries. One, about
phantom horses, came from Princess Margaret and failed through being only
49 words long. (Ansible 27, July 1982)
Small Press. Ben Jeapes had a sense-of-wonder moment on 27 June “in
King’s Lynn, home of Biddles the printers, where I watched the pages of
Maps: The Uncollected John Sladek being run off. Very exciting. • The
process is apparently called light fusion magnetography – the magnetography
is what makes the toner stick to the rollers and hence the pages, and the light
fusion is what seals it and stops it running. The rep who explained it got a bit
confused and called it cold fusion magnetography, which made it sound a lot
more clever than it was.”
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Microbiology. “‘... Did men have goals in
common, in your day, save to keep on breathing, eating and reproducing?’ / I
grunted. ‘Goals shared with the lowest bacillus.’” (Stephen Baxter, The Time
Ships, 1995) [BR]
• “Her brother’s twitching eyes and bared buck teeth gave him the look of a
gopher on pure crystal meth, capable of anything, one way or the other.”
(S.M. Stirling, Island in the Sea of Time, 1998) [O]
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• “When he spoke again he could barely suppress a yodel of irritation.” (Ian
McEwan, The Innocent, 1990) [PB]
• Dept of Logic, Pure: “After all, Roamers had disproved the impossible time
and again.” Applied: “In the vacuum of space no one could see beautiful lines
or shiny hulls anyway.” (both Kevin J. Anderson, Hidden Empire, 2002)

Endnotes
Apparitions. Paul McAuley will be reading at Borders in Islington on 17 July
at 7pm. “This is not a bid to outdo la Cadigan – would I dare? One of the
staff has set up an sf group.” • Bryan Talbot talks on comics and his own
techniques at the Gala Cinema, Millennium Place, Durham: 7 July, 4pm.
Tickets £5. Bookings 0191 332 4041. More about this event (part of the
Durham Literature Festival) at www.cornwell.nu/litfest/index.html. [no
longer a relevant site]
Eurocon 2003. Finland is bidding to hold next year’s Eurocon and may even
have won by the time you read this. See the latest at www.finncon.org.
Forgotten Futures. Marcus Rowland releases the further expanded version
4.0 of this CD-ROM at the end of July: not just a role-playing game but a
vast resource of scanned Victorian/Edwardian sf, fantasy, scientific romance,
illustrations and retro weirdness. Profits to Cancer Research UK. Read all
about it at www.ffutures.demon.co.uk. [site now dead]
Grumble. Just noticed that UK overseas airmail had a sneaky price increase
this month, with the minimum 10g letter rate rising from 45p to 47p. Fanzine
editors take heed. Inland postage has also risen for packets of 400g and over.
Ansible 180 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2002. Thanks to Paul Barnett,
Barbara Barrett, John Birchby, Steve Davies, Naomi Fisher, Keith Freeman,
Steve Green, Rob Hansen, David Hebblethwaite, Interzone, Robert Legault,
Omega, Sue Mason (for a whole sheet of what she calls Tiny Bloody Illos),
New Scientist, Dan Reid, Bob Rickard, Yvonne Rousseau, David Stewart,
Gary Wilkinson, Martin Morse Wooster, and our Hero Distributors: Rog
Peyton (Brum Group), Janice Murray (N. America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart
(Australia). 4 Jul 02.
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Ben Jeapes, reading (for review) the just-published Dr Who
novel The Suns of Caresh by “Paul Saint”, was startled to come across this
strangely Fanthorpean line: “He’d read the greats, the likes of Ursula Le
Guin, Greg Egan, Gene Wolfe and David Langford, and he admired them”
(p24). Ben also found a namecheck for himself in the same book: “Sadly it
doesn’t mention Big Engine, Leaky or Sladek, but it does mention Jeapes’
Syndrome.” Who is Paul Saint? Mr Jeapes says he knows but is not permitted
to tell me. • Peter F. Hamilton performs a similar service for Graham Joyce in
his latest novel Misspent Youth, with a walk-on part for Graham as “a man in
his eighties” some decades hence: “Graham had won the last Booker Prize,
back in 2012, when the publishing houses were collapsing in tandem with the
copyright laws.” Overseas readers may mistakenly assume that since the
book features much irresponsible sex (though not with Graham Joyce), its
setting is an allegorical, invented English county: Rutland.
FAME AT LAST.

Visitation Zone
Steve Baxter has an important theological clarification: “I see from SFX
(August) that in ITV’s upcoming drama The Second Coming – ‘Steve Baxter
is the son of God ... The important thing isn’t “is he or isn’t he?”, he really
is.’ – I’m to be depicted as ‘Jesus’s 21st century successor, born in the guise
of a virginal Mancunian’. This is obviously inaccurate; I was born in
Liverpool.”
Greg Feeley’s sf criticism has led various authors to revenge themselves by
writing him more or less cruelly into their stories. James Blaylock, Lucius
Shepard, the Niven/Pournelle team and Gene Wolfe are now joined by Grant
Morrison, whose comic The Filth contains such tasteful dialogue as: “Greg
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Feely’s just a para-personality [...] That’s him running out of your nose.”
Later, from the same woman: “I’m washing Greg off my tits. Para-personas
corrupt fast outside the bloodstream.” Man: “Smells awful.” Woman: “Well,
that’s ‘Greg Feely’ all over.” Oh dear, oh dear.
Jo Fletcher of Gollancz had a gruelling bone graft operation in July, to
rebuild part of her neck and spine that had collapsed as a result of past car
crashes. It seems to have been a success. Fingers crossed!
Warren Lapine of DNA Publications “has fired Andrew Porter as editor of
SF Chronicle ... The magazine will become just Chronicle, and the new
editor will be John Douglas.” Thus our café society spy Ms Una Tributable,
who wonders if this is because AP “told a number of people at Readercon
that Warren owed him $20,000 in back pay.” Other sources point instead to
Lapine/Porter disagreements over SFC editorial policy, dating from well
before Readercon. • Andrew Porter himself – who founded SFC, published it
himself from 1979 to mid-2000, and twice won the semiprozine Hugo with it
– preferred not to comment.
Terry Pratchett picked up a “mainstream” literary award at last: the
Carnegie Medal for children’s fiction, awarded (in a special ceremony at the
British Library on 12 July) to The Amazing Maurice and His Educated
Rodents (2001). Terry confides: “I am, I have to say, somewhat pleased – not
because The Amazing Maurice is fantasy, but because it is – ostensibly –
funny.” A later observation: “Reading all the papers after the event gives you
a wondrous insight into the workings of journalism, I can tell you. The Truth
really was a fantasy book – it contained a journalist who wrote down what
people said and got it right....”
J.K. Rowling, in Czech translation, has the appropriate feminine suffix
added to her name: thus Harry Potter titles spotted in Prague bookshops are,
rather strikingly, by J.K. Rowlingova. [LPen]
Charles Sheffield has been diagnosed with a brain tumour; he and his wife
Nancy Kress are skipping Worldcon; treatment begins almost immediately.
(From Mike Resnick’s mailing list, 6 August.) [JSc]

Conygree
9-11 Aug • ConteXXt (Unicon 20), University of Gloucestershire. Joint
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event with HarmUni 2 (filk relaxacon). £30 reg, £15 concessions, small
children £1. Contact ... too late; just turn up.
12 Aug • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Probably.
16-19 Aug • 2002: A Discworld Odyssey (DWcon 3), Hanover International
Hotel, Hinckley, Leics. GoH: T. Pratchett and lesser lights. Full rates are
back, after the April-July reduction: £50 reg, £35 concessions, £15 supp.
Contact (SAE) 23 Medora Rd, Romford, Essex, RM7 7EP.
17-18 Aug • Caption (small-press comics), Oxford Union, St Michael’s St,
Oxford. £9 reg (£6 students/unwaged), £12 at door. Contact 18 Hawkins St,
Oxford, OX4 1YD.
22 Aug • Skeptics in the Pub, Florence Nightingale, Westminster Bridge
roundabout, 7:30pm. £2 donation asked. Speaker: Nick Pullar.
28 Aug • BSFA Open Meeting, Rising Sun, Cloth Fair, EC1. 7pm on, fans in
bar from 5pm. With Lucy Sussex, hoping to meet fan friends.
29 Aug - 2 Sep • ConJosé (60th Worldcon), San José, California. Now $200
reg either in advance or at the door, or $180 on Saturday 31 August. Contact
PO Box 61363, Sunnyvale, CA 94088-1363, USA.
30 Aug - 1 Sep • 13th Festival of Fantastic Films, Renaissance Hotel,
Manchester. Numerous guests. £65 reg to “The Society of Fantastic Films”,
95 Meadowgate Rd, Salford, Manchester, M6 8EN.
21 Sep • South Hants SF Group Birthday Party, Magpie pub, Fraton,
Portsmouth, noon to about 6pm. Guests TBA. Admission free to all, but there
will be a raffle to cover buffet food etc.
12 Oct • Hammer Films: The Bray Studio Years, Cine Lumiere, London.
Four-film showing, including the “classic” Plague of the Zombies. MC:
horror director Norman J. Warren (Inseminoid). Tickets £20 to him, c/o 25
High Hill Ferry, Bakers Hill, London, E5 9HG.
21-23 Feb 03 • Redemption (B5/B7), Ashford International Hotel, Ashford,
Kent. £45 reg, rising to £50 on 1 September; £55 at door. Day: £30, £35 at
door. Children £15 or £10/day. Concessions 10% off weekend, 5% day.
Contact 26 King’s Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
1-3 Aug 03 • Finncon X – Eurocon 2003, Turku, Finland. Contact Turku
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Science Fiction Society, PL 538, 20101 Turku, Finland.
10-12 Oct 03 • Grissecon 1 (Wraeththu), Tillington Hall Hotel, Stafford.
GoH: Storm Constantine. £40 reg to 30 Dec 02, £50 to 31 Aug 03 (booking
closes). Contact 6 St Leonards Ave, Stafford, ST17 4LT.
Rumblings. • Eurocon. At the Czech Eurocon in July, Finland won the 2003
bidding as above, although “The Czechs had already printed lots of flyers of
their next year’s con calling it the Eurocon 2003. In colour....” [SS] Eurocon
2004 is to be in Plovdiv, Bulgaria. [BW]

Infinitely Improbable
Awards. John W. Campbell Memorial Award: this year saw a tie between
Terraforming Earth by Jack Williamson and The Chronoliths by Robert
Charles Wilson as best sf novel of 2001. Williamson, who is 94, says that
Terraforming Earth will be his last novel.
• Sturgeon for short story: “The Chief Designer” by Andy Duncan (Asimov’s
6/01). [L]
• Mythopoeic: ADULT The Curse of Chalion by Lois McMaster Bujold.
CHILDREN’S The Ropemaker by Peter Dickinson. SCHOLARSHIP/INKLINGS
Tolkien’s Legendarium: Essays on The History of Middle-earth ed. Verlyn
Flieger & Carl Hostetter. SCHOLARSHIP/OTHER The Owl, the Raven & the
Dove: The Religious Meaning of the Grimms’ Magic Fairy Tales by G.
Ronald Murphy.
As Others See Us. “... the whole purpose of the novel is fiction; it’s to
imagine and to try and retain some credibility – unless you’re writing sci-fi or
something ...” (Ann Widdecombe, BBC Radio 4, 8 July) [EB]
R.I.P. Donald L. Franson (1916-2002), US member of First Fandom and
long active in the National Fantasy Fan Federation, died on 5 June aged 85.
[RF/JSt] His fanzine listing Trash Barrel provided useful contact addresses
for many years.
• Ian Hails, Australian author of Back Door Man (1992), died from
congenital heart trouble on 2 August; he was in his late 40s. [JSc]
• Laurence M. Janifer (1933-2002), US author who began publishing sf in
1953, died on 10 July. [L] He was 69. His work included early collaborations
with Randall Garrett (their joint pseudonym “Mark Phillips” achieved a 1960
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novel Hugo nomination) and the ambitiously controversial You Sane Men
(1965; reissued as Bloodworld), for which Janifer had high but unfulfilled
hopes.
• Ward Kimball, a pioneer of movie animation and one of Disney’s fabled
“Nine Old Men”, died on 8 July aged 88. His countless animation and
animation-director credits include Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs,
Pinocchio and Fantasia. [PB]
• Leo McKern (1920-2002), Australian-born actor fondly remembered as a
standout Number Two in The Prisoner, died on 23 July aged 82. His genre
film parts ranged from X the Unknown (1956) to Ladyhawke (1985), notably
including The Day the Earth Caught Fire (1961), The Omen (1976), and its
sequel.
• Rod Steiger (1925-2002), Oscar-winning US actor, died on 10 July after a
gall bladder operation; he was 77. His genre work included The Illustrated
Man (1969) – with Claire Bloom, second of his four wives – The Amityville
Horror (1979) and Mars Attacks! (1996). [SG/BB]
• Ron Walotsky (1943-2002), US artist, died in Florida on the night of July
29/30, aged 59. Paul Barnett writes: “Perhaps best known for his many F&SF
covers, he was, although highly respected by his peers, considerably
underrecognized: no Hugos or Chesleys came his way, although he had
several close misses. He was immensely proud of his book Inner Visions. His
fine art, especially the Ancient Warriors of Lost Civilizations series done on
horseshoe-crab shells, was gaining an ever-widening audience of aficionados
at the time of his death. A widely loved man, he will be sorely missed.”
Group Gropes. London First Thursdays: the 1 August move to the Silver
Cross in Whitehall had complications, since (a) Simon Bradshaw was
reluctant to book the entire downstairs bar for fear that fandom wouldn’t turn
up in force, so (b) there was an overlapping 6-7pm booking for a party of
supposedly 20, which (c) actually numbered 80, (d) stayed on until 9-9:30,
and (e) was not easily ejectable, being police. Fans arriving at the height of
the resulting crush were dismayed, but by the end of the evening “the
consensus opinion was very strongly that the Ton has a new home”, and the
whole downstairs bar is now booked for the rest of the year. • FONT
(Manchester) meetings, 2nd/4th Thur each month, are now at the Crown &
Anchor, Hilton St. Info 0161 355 0599.
In Typo Veritas. Hot new stuff for role-playing gamers, courtesy of
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someone’s spelling checker: “Mongoose Publishing; Judge Dredd RPG:
Mega Cities Brit-Clit. The first of the Mega Cities series for the Judge Dredd
RPG, this 128 page d20 source book allows players to cross the Black
Atlantic and explore the Land of Rain, Brit-Clit, introducing new rules for
creating Brit-Clit characters, plus details on touring the fabled city and the
cultural relics abound.” (Previews comic news, August) [GW]
Random Fandom. John Birchby thanks UK fandom for its support and
sympathy following the death of his wife Doris on 12 July; they had been
married 25 years.
• Gary S. Dalkin “will be marrying Ms Anita Kerr of North Carolina on
Saturday 28 September.”
• Tamasin & Sean Ellis loyally boosted the membership of the Reading SF
Group with the birth of James Peter David Ellis on 12 July.
• William Gibson, who died last year aged 92, is of course not our William
Gibson but did sf research great service by amassing 35,000 rare sf and pulp
magazines, now donated to the University of Calgary, Canada. [BB]
• Dave Piper has grim medical news: “I have lung cancer, secondary bone
cancer and a large aneurysm in my aorta. (All I need is a case of dandruff and
I’ve got a full ’ouse.)
• For reasons too boring to relate, no surgery is possible and they are terminal
and thus the prognosis is not good.
• I suggested to my specialist that perhaps my life-long intention to read the
complete works of Piers Anthony was now a dream turned to dust ...”
Heartfelt sympathies, Dave.
• Marcus Rowland gratefully records that A.A. Adams, for the UK in 2005
bid, promptly refunded double the postage due on his rare unstamped
mailing.
• Alison Scott, according to my editorial spies, is a character in a forthcoming
Steve Baxter novel. So, it seems, is wild-eyed environmental activist Gregory
Pickersgill.
C.o.A. Gardner Dozois & Susan Casper, 874 N. Judson St, Philadelphia, PA
19130, USA. Gary Farber, 3981 Fuller Ct, Boulder, CO 80305, USA.
Colette Reap (she of the fascinating earrings) & Alan Bellingham, 6 King
James Way, Royston, Herts, SG8 7EF.
Strange Web Stuff. Robert Stanek’s billions of followers are still subtly
promoting him on-line. A reader review of The Amber Spyglass at the Barnes
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& Noble site from “Peter Nickels, Librarian” begins: “In the grand tradition
of CS Lewis, Robert Stanek, and JK Rowling, Phillip Pullman delivers
another action packed installment in His Dark Materials. [...] I compare this
favorably to my current reading The Kingdoms & The Elves Of The Reaches
by Robert Stanek.” The same Stanek-class novel is also reviewed by “Wendy
Brubaker, Assistant Teacher”, with: “Phillip Pullman is quickly beocoming
my favorite author and while this isn’t the best book in the series, it is good.
Only two other authors I know of are this good: Robert Stanek and JK
Rowling.” Thinks: do all Robert Stanek readers spell Philip Pullman’s first
name that way? [JW]
Fanfundery. Jerry Kaufman has reissued Peter Roberts’s fine TAFF trip
report New Routes in America. $10 postpaid within North America, from
Jerry at 3522 NE 123rd St, Seattle, WA 98125, USA. All profits to TAFF.
For the UK, I’ll reprint my 1999 edition if anyone’s interested.
Outraged Letters. Kevin J. Anderson has a familiar worry: “Two years ago I
sold my rather immense SF series, ‘The Saga of Seven Suns’, to John Jarrold
at Earthlight and Betsy Mitchell at Warner Aspect (US). Mere moments after
I had delivered the ms for Book 1, Hidden Empire, Betsy Mitchell resigned
her position and moved over to Del Rey Books. John Jarrold, though,
toughed it out and remained at his editorial desk until I turned in Book 2.
Mere moments after I had delivered the second manuscript, he, too, has
announced his resignation. (Perhaps it has something to do with those two
quotes you cited in Thog’s Masterclass?) Regardless, I have grave concerns
about the careers of my various foreign editors when I deliver Book 3....”
• Harry Connolly on the League of Extraordinary Gentlemen film (see A180):
“I’ve read the script, and the new villain hails from the only spot in the world
more jam-packed with evil masterminds than Britain: France. The new
baddie is the Fantom of the Opera, now equipped with an army of thugs and a
secret Mongolian fortress. You think I’m kidding? Also, all references to
Quatermain’s drug use have been expunged, and he’s now a dashing old
adventurer grieving over his inability to save his son’s life. Hence, Tom
Sawyer as surrogate son.
• If the film resembles the script I read, you can also look forward to a large
supporting role for action hero Dorian Gray, and dialog like – Quatermain:
‘The vampire’s got our backs!’
• Don’t make that face. What did you expect?”
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• Simon R. Green seems strangely proud of baffling his American copyeditor
with the common English phrase “Ripped to the tits on absinthe.”
• Harry Harrison “would like to thank many loyal Ansible readers, for the
kind messages they sent when they heard of Joan’s death. She was indeed
much loved and we shall all miss her.”
• Martin Rowson, whose “Abuses of Literacy” cartoon slot has long been
killing off literary notables and providing them with ghastly doggerel
epitaphs, finally got around to Terry Pratchett (Independent on Sunday, 7
July). At least, Mr Rowson told Ansible, “I avoided the obvious rhyme with
‘cat shit’.”
Small Press. Once There Was a Magazine by Fred Smith is “an issue by
issue personal review of Unknown magazine” with extensive indexes.
Illustrated by Sue Mason. 110pp A5 softcover, £7.75 post free in UK. Beccon
Publications, 75 Rosslyn Ave, Harold Wood, Essex, RM3 0RG. • Nova
Express will die the death (at least as a printed magazine) two issues after the
one now in production, says editor Lawrence Person.
In Typo Veritas II. When Mark Bould received an academic registrar’s
official list of his research publications, he learned that he’d reviewed an sf
novel for Vector: The Criminal Journal of the BSFA. [AMB]
British Fantasy Award novel nominees: Mark Chadbourn, Always Forever;
Simon Clark, The Night of the Triffids; Neil Gaiman, American Gods;
Gwyneth Jones, Bold As Love; Graham Joyce, Smoking Poppy.
“Mmmmm,” He Hissed. Michael Quinion of World Wide Words adds a
footnote on unhissable dialogue – his own selection being: “Lem,” he heard
someone hiss. “Over here.” (China Miéville, Perdido Street Station, 2000)
Not a mistake, his readers insisted. “A few American dictionaries do actually
include a relevant sense of ‘hiss’. The Oxford American Dictionary, for
instance, has ‘to whisper something in an urgent or angry way’ and even has
the example ‘“Get back!” he hissed’.”
The Dead Past. Twenty Years Ago: Two British sf magazines bit the dust,
Omni UK (cancelled by the US head office, with editor Bernard Dixon
booted out) and Extro (nobbled by a bank manager who changed the rules for
editor/publisher Paul Campbell’s overdraft). Interzone, as ever “looking for
money”, struggled on.... (Ansible 28, August 1982)
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Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of True Romance, or Smoking In Bed. “Tita
timidly touched the hard muscles on Pedro’s arms and chest; lower down, she
felt a red-hot coal that throbbed through his clothes.” (Laura Esquivel, Like
Water for Chocolate, 1992) [MMW]
• Dept of But What Do You Keep It In? “There was, after all, a certain
fascination to the clever drain-cleaning devices. [...] There were chemical
compounds that had some quite military properties, such as the ability to
dissolve anything instantly including human flesh.” (Lois McMaster Bujold,
The Vor Game, 1990) [BA]
• Dept of Athletics. “His stomach leaped with hunger.” “Her eyebrows leaped
at him.” (Megan Lindholm, The Wizard of the Pigeons, 1986) [LPer]
• Purple Prose of Cairo Dept. “Yes. Unable to press her tongue against the
word, Briony could only nod, and felt as she did so a sulky thrill of selfannihilating compliance spreading across her skin, ballooning outwards from
it, darkening the room in throbs.” (Ian McEwan, Atonement, 2001) [LS]

Endnotes
Readings. 22 Aug: Neil Gaiman reading/interview at Congress Centre, 28
Great Russell St, London, 6:30 for 7pm. Tickets £4, children £2. Bookings at
Foyle’s or 020 7440 3227.
SF Site (at http://www.sfsite.com/) topped the Locus sf website poll.
Runners-up included many other lavishly designed sites; I was rather pleased
that the minimalist, text-heavy Ansible archive placed as high as fourteenth.
ConJosé’s final printed bulletin describes the event as “shaping up to be a
smaller, more intimate Worldcon. We’re about 1000 members below where
we expected to be at this point [...] We’re likely not to have some amenities
that you may be used to at a Worldcon.” Although advance registration
theoretically closed on 31 July, fans are still urged to join “as early as
possible” rather than at the door. You can do it on line:
http://www.conjose.org/Member/signup.html.
C.o.A. Gary Farber’s change of address (see C.o.A. above) came with
colourful annotations: “The last landlord having committed multiple frauds,
and then stolen all our rent money for July, plus deposits, plus utility money,
and fled town, is another story ...”
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The sixtieth World SF Convention happened, but for a variety of
reasons I couldn’t make it. (The Plain People of Fandom: “Boring, boring!
You say that every year.”) “Greetings from San José,” wrote Ben Jeapes, “– a
town not unlike Milton Keynes but lacking the charisma. But the con is
good....”
• Worldcon 2005. Against impossible odds and a daunting lack of
opposition, the UK in 2005 bid won the right to hold that year’s Worldcon in
Glasgow: Interaction.
• Hugos. NOVEL Neil Gaiman, American Gods. NOVELLA Vernor Vinge, “Fast
Times at Fairmont High”. NOVELETTE Ted Chiang, “Hell is the Absence of
God”. SHORT Michael Swanwick, “The Dog Said Bow-Wow”. RELATED BOOK
Ron Miller & Frederick C. Durant III (with Melvin H. Schuetz), The Art of
Chesley Bonestell. DRAMATIC The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the
Ring. PRO EDITOR Ellen Datlow. PRO ARTIST Michael Whelan. SEMIPROZINE
Locus. WEBSITE Locus Online. FANZINE Ansible. FAN WRITER Dave Langford.
FAN ARTIST Teddy Harvia. JOHN W. CAMPBELL AWARD Jo Walton.
• Congratulations all round – and thanks! Honestly, I’d expected voters to tire
of me this year, but the perennial winner who went out of the airlock was
Gardner Dozois.
• Neil Gaiman wrote: “(Memo to self: even if you don’t think you’re going
to win, write a speech. Otherwise you will wind up on the stage in front of
several thousand people, finishing an impromptu speech with ‘Fuck, I got a
Hugo.’)” Alas, “Nobody seems to remember the other stuff I said.”
• Worldcon Bids. A rival to the 2007 Japanese bid emerged, bidding for
exotic Columbus, Ohio. Also a 2010 Australian bid committee was formed
during ConJosé itself, and took hundreds of presupporting memberships at
US$20.
CONJOSÉ.
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All the News in Fits of Print
Iain Banks, Philip Pullman and John Fowles were among the over 100
public figures who signed a protest letter to the BBC, complaining of its ban
on atheist contributors to Radio 4’s Thought for Today. [BB]
Robert L. Forward was recently diagnosed with terminal brain cancer, and
is unlikely to be with us for more than another year. Too many farewells in
the sf world lately.... (Charles Sheffield had surgery on 14 August for the
brain tumour mentioned in Ansible 181, but needs follow-up chemo and
radiation therapy. We wish him lots of luck. [JS])
David G. Hartwell is greatly taken by the latest trend in e-mail spam: faking
a celebrity sender to lure you into opening the message. Thus the interesting
juxtaposition “From: William Gibson / To: David G. Hartwell / RE:
dgh,Bigger breasts without surgery in 30 days ...”
Jeff Noon, still putting distance between himself and his shameful win of the
1994 Arthur C. Clarke Award for sc**nce f*ct**n (with his novel Vurt),
assured readers of the Cheltenham Festival free newsletter that sf was a dying
genre, now written only by zombies. We await the contemptuous return of his
thousand quid to the Clarke administrator.
Later: This is apparently a bit unfair, Jeff Noon’s remarks having
reached me in garbled form with two quotations conflated. From
the Guardian’s story: “... he is currently engaged in a war, if not
with all his readers then certainly with his old SF fans, those who
originally helped to make his name and found in Vurt and Pollen a
perfect updating of the work of William Gibson. At the Cheltenham
literary festival recently, Noon put his frustration on record,
referring to SF’s ‘zombie life as pure escapism’, and announcing:
‘Science fiction no longer has a role. It’s a dying genre.’”
Terry Pratchett’s old PC keyboard, on which he was practically certain he’d
written a novel or three, aroused interest at the Discworld Convention charity
auction: “It’s probably got my DNA on it,” Terry pointed out, and the
bidding ran up to £125.
John Wyndham is still remembered, more or less, by reporters at The
Independent. As we are informed in an August article about giant squid
199

taking over the world, “Most people are familiar with the opening lines of
Tennyson’s The Kraken Wakes, either through the original or via John
Wyndham’s 1953 thriller, The Day of the Triffids.” [SM]

Contrapone
9 Sep • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. With Miller Lau and
Raymond Feist. 6:30pm. “Wish Your Diva a Happy 49th. Or else.”
21 Sep • FantasyCon, Champagne Charlie’s, 17 The Arches, Villiers St,
London, WC2N 4NN. 10am-6pm, winding down to pub evening. £17 reg,
£12 for British Fantasy Soc members; £20 at the door. Contact Beech House,
Chapel Lane, Moulton, Cheshire, CW9 8PQ.
21 Sep • South Hants SF Group Birthday Party, Magpie pub, Fraton,
Portsmouth, noon to about 6pm. Admission free to all, but there will be a
raffle to cover buffet food and the like.
25 Sep • BSFA Open Meeting, Rising Sun, Cloth Fair, London, EC1. 7pm
on, fans present from 5pm. Guest speaker: no word as yet.
4-6 Oct • Conquest (media), Essex County Hotel, Southend-on-Sea. £50 reg,
£20/day, £32 two days, under-14s half price, under-5s free. Advance
registration closes 22 Sep 02. Contact 73 Bournemouth Park Rd, Southendon-Sea, Essex, SS2 5JJ. Phone (01702) 469093.
12 Oct • Hammer Films: The Bray Studio Years, Cine Lumiere, London.
Four-film showing, including the “classic” Plague of the Zombies. MC:
horror director Norman J. Warren (Inseminoid). Tickets £20, to him c/o 25
High Hill Ferry, Bakers Hill, London, E5 9HG.
9 Nov • Costume Closet (costuming), Warwick Arms Hotel, High St,
Warwick. 9:30am on. £10 reg, £5 child. Contact 7 Church Close, Northwood,
Middlesex, HA6 1SG. Prequel to “Wardrobe” costume con.
9 Nov • DangerCon 40 (Dangermouse), Ruskin House, corner of Park Lane
and Lower Coombe St, Croydon. 11am-11pm. £1 at door.
20-23 Aug 04 • Discworld Convention IV, Hanover International Hotel,
Hinckley, Leics. GoH Terry Pratchett, the usual others. Cost TBA. Contact PO
Box 102, Royston, Herts, SG8 7ZJ ... or info@dwcon.org.
200

4-8 Aug 05 • Interaction (63rd Worldcon), Scottish Exhibition &
Conference Centre, Glasgow. GoH Greg Pickersgill, Christopher Priest,
Robert Sheckley, Lars-Olov Strandberg, Jane Yolen. £75/$115 reg, £32/$50
child, £30/$45 supporting (with assorted discounts for pre-supporters,
“Friends” and site selection voters) until 21 April 03. Contact 379 Myrtle
Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ. In North America: PO Box 58009, Louisville,
Kentucky, KY 40268-0009, USA.
Rumblings. • Unicon 21: no bid emerged at ConteXXt (Unicon 20). There
are plans to book the same venue at the University of Gloucestershire in
Cheltenham for, most probably, 15-17 Aug 2003, in hope that a suitable
committee will turn up. Apply to newbids@unicon.org.uk.

Infinitely Improbable
Yet More Awards. Sidewise Awards for alternate history: LONG J.N. Stroyar,
The Children’s War; SHORT Ken MacLeod, The Human Front. [SHS] Charlie
Stross adds that the latter award “was won by an alternate history author
called ‘Ken McLeod’. At least, that’s what it says on the plaque! (I am
informed that due to cross-temporal leakage the plaque for McLeod’s
similarly-named our-world equivalent will arrive later, proof-read. Oh, the
embarrassment!)”
• Prometheus Award for libertarian sf: Donald Kingsbury, Psychohistorical
Crisis. [KL]
• Chesley Awards (art) have millions of categories. Paul Barnett exults: “I
was named Best Art Director (take that, Langford! take that, Clute!). But the
big news was that the winner in the ‘Colour Work, Unpublished’ category
was Anne Sudworth. Yahey! So rare to see a Brit artist even shortlisted ...”
As Others See Us. Film critic Chris Fujiwara of the Boston Phoenix explains
the utility of sf: “And we’ve had proof that adding ‘science fiction’ to a
whodunit (Minority Report) or a family-values heart tugger (Signs) is
considered a valid option for filmmakers who seem mortally afraid that
someone somewhere might regard a movie of theirs as well-crafted
entertainment.” [DK] • Steven Bochco on the NYPD 2069 TV series pilot:
“It’s an interesting notion to envision a major urban centre like New York 65
years down the road ... This is not science fiction. This is trying to
conceptualise a relatively near-term future that’s logically a function of the
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world we know today.” [ST, others]
R.I.P. Tom Ölander, Finland’s “Mr Science Fiction” and a popular fannish
ambassador to other countries, died unexpectedly on 26 August; he was about
60. Tom helped found the Finnish sf magazine Aikakone in 1981, and
established a regular convention tradition with KingCon (1982) and the first
Finncon (1986); Finncons now attract thousands of people. [AE/BR] I well
remember Tom’s wildly generous hospitality from my own visit to Finncon
2001.
• Dave Piper, long-time UK fan whose letter announcing his terminal cancer
appeared in Ansible 181, died on 3 August before he could read it. He was
63. Bruce Gillespie remembers: “His cheery letters, always written in Dave
Piperish, helped to keep me going during the 1970s. He wrote about his
family growing up, life at work, jazz, and, most importantly, he wrote
knowledgeably about all aspects of science fiction. Everybody has an ideal
reader, and Dave Piper was one of mine.”
• John B. Spencer (1944-2002), UK rock musician, novelist (his sf debut was
The Electronic Lullaby Meat Market, 1975) and founder of the influential
Young Artists art agency, died on 24 March aged 57. Jim Burns writes: “He
had an eye for the direction the future was beginning to take in the world of
sf art. He was totally tuned into the Zeitgeist of the time and had a way of
inspiring one perfectly in the right direction. During the first half of the 1970s
John hauled aboard myself, Les Edwards, John Harris, Tony Roberts, Angus
McKie, Ian Craig, Bob Fowke, Alan Daniels.... The look of the covers that
graced the sf novels of the 70s and 80s owes a huge amount to the generosity,
encouragement and insight of this man.”
• Dave Van Arnam (1935-2002), “longtime NY fan and pro author, co-chair
of NYCon III in 1967 and all-round good man, died from a heart attack on 3
August,” writes F.M. Busby. His first book was the TV novelization Lost in
Space (1967), co-written with “Ron Archer” – a pseudonymous Ted White.
They Told You So. The August 2002 BBC poll of the top 100 famous
Britons of all time should confirm every fundamentalist’s worst fears or
hopes, by its inclusion of those very similar authors J.R.R. Tolkien, J.K.
Rowling and Aleister Crowley.
Small Press. The Third Alternative was left short of £484 when
emagazineshop.com – which processed subscriptions – went into liquidation.
Harder hit was Interzone, owed £2,146, which as David Pringle says “poses
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difficulties, especially as it comes on top of two previous bad debts of similar
size (Firebird Distributing in the USA and Andromeda Bookshop in the UK).
Interzone can’t afford to lose circa £7,000 within 12 months! Still, I daresay
we’ll struggle through somehow.”
Random Fandom. KIM Campbell is pleased with her treatment’s progress:
“The masses in my chest have all but disappeared and the tumour has shrunk
from 4.5cm to 3cm. I have a further two courses of chemo and then a rest
before any more treatment to the brain tumour.”
• Frank Denton has alarming news: “I thought that I had a lesion on my hand
formed around a sliver. I found out instead that it was a very aggressive
malignant melanoma. Will have my right index finger removed on Aug 26
and hope we stop the beast there.”
• Lee Hoffman’s 70th birthday surprise on 14 August was the one-shot
fanzine Happy Birthday LeeH! – masterminded by Edie Stern and Joe Siclari,
with 40-odd contributors reminiscing about Lee’s life and fannish career,
going back to her legendary 1950-53 fanzine Quandry.
• Dick Jenssen (Martin James Ditmar Jenssen) must be the first sf fan to
receive an award named after him: this year’s Aussie SF Achievement or
Ditmar award for best fan artist. Info from Bruce Gillespie, who was very
nearly too modest to mention his fan writer and fanzine Ditmar wins.
Studying photos of the presentation, DJ was heard to say: “How is it possible
for anyone to be so unabashed and shameless in their naked gloating?”
• David Kennedy left the Discworld Con by taxi: “The driver asked us ‘Were
you at that sci-fi thing?’ We admitted to this and he said, ‘There were some
quite famous people there, I heard. One of those fellas who writes Star Trek
novels was there, yeah?’” Yes indeed: eclipsing Mr Pratchett, one of the
DWcon guests was that fella Diane Duane....
Thog’s Nonfiction Futurology Masterclass, or, What 2050 Will Be Like If
We All Invest In Cyborg Links With Our Computers: “With super-intelligent
brains, cyborgs have used their ability to think in hundreds of dimensions, to
come up with a new Theory of the Universe. New forms of energy
conversion were discovered. Now that the nature of light is better understood,
it has become possible to obtain unparalleled energy supplies by direct lightto-heat conversion. Distant planets and galaxies are being visited since it was
discovered that travelling faster than the speed of light was a trivial exercise.”
(Kevin Warwick, Professor of Cybernetics at the University of Reading: I,
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Cyborg, 2002)
C.o.A. Andromeda Bookshop, 1 Suffolk St, Birmingham, B1 1LT (since 3
August – yes, next door to the old shop). Harry Andruschak, 734 W 214th St,
Apartment 12-A, Carson, CA 90745, USA (from 14/15 Sep). Vince Docherty,
Koninginnegracht 75a, 2514AH Den Haag, Netherlands. Keith Oborn, 26
Fenwick Rd, London, SE15 4HW. Sarob Press, “Ty Newydd”, Four Roads,
Kidwelly, Carmarthenshire, SA17 4SF.
We Are Everywhere. No doubt mainstream critics gibbered with rage at the
release from W.H. Smith which “announced the results of a survey to find the
nation’s favourite books. It polled 1,000 adults and came up with a top five of
Lord of the Rings, the Bible, Harry Potter, The Hobbit and The Hitch Hiker’s
Guide to the Galaxy.” Not bad at all, notes our reporter Gary Wilkinson: one
sf novel and four fantasies.
Outraged Letters. Sir Arthur C. Clarke finally read the A178 Thog
department when it resurfaced in Interzone 180: “Now I can die happy –
finally made it to MASTERCLASS!”
• Guy Haley recommends: “Look on the net for a band called Bloodhag – all
their songs are about SF. Here’s a line from ‘Alfred Bester’: When Campbell
fell under L. Ron’s spell / Alfred said, ‘Man, you can fucking go to Hell.’”
Which isn’t at all how Bester told the story in “My Affair with Science
Fiction”....
• Diana Wynne Jones on A181: “I hesitate to take issue with Thog (knowing
none of us is safe), but I do think the Bujold quote was A Joke on her part:
soldier laddie ignorant of all domestic matters encounters caustic soda for
first time. I can vividly recall the first time I did, and think one can almost be
pardoned for thinking that here IS the Universal Solvent. It seemed a miracle
the drain didn’t dissolve too.”
• Jon Weir regrets his folly: “Oh god – why did I do it? I actually paid money
to see Men In Black II – it was movie making at its most cynical, commercial,
product-placement worst. Any remnant of an original idea had been squeezed
out to make room for endless though impressive CGI effects, and a piss-take
reconstruction of the film’s central plot point on a cheesy SF Mystery show
(complete with UFOs on wires and subtitles beneath the actors announcing
‘Not Actual Aliens’) was by far the best thing in it. You know a movie is bad
when a dog singing ‘I will Survive’ by Gloria Gaynor gets the biggest laughs.
Somebody Neuralize me now – I don’t want to remember I’ve wasted that
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(thankfully) 90 minutes of my life!”
Group Gropes. Reading. 7:30pm, 3rd Monday each month at Corn Stores,
Forbury Rd. Other Mondays 9pm at Brewery Tap, Castle St.
More Hugos. Well, one more Hugo: as of Torcon 3 next year, the Dramatic
Presentation category will be split into “long form” and “short form” for
productions respectively over and under 90 minutes. [SHS]
The Dead Past. Twelve Years Ago, Colin Wilson predicted: “I intend to do
two more equally big parts to my Spider World – the first four volumes of
which are out in America, and which in a sense is complete in itself already.
That, as it were, is the first part. So that when it is finished it will be a twelve
volume work, about twice as long as The Lord of the Rings. This sort of
fantasy novel, which I started a long time ago, strikes me as one of the most
interesting things I have ever done. I have a feeling that one day all kids will
know my Spider World. They will know me as the author of Spider World, in
the way that they know Lewis Carroll as the author of Alice in Wonderland.”
(1990) [DB]
World Fantasy Awards nominations: NOVEL American Gods, Neil Gaiman;
Brown Harvest, Jay Russell; The Curse of Chalion, Lois McMaster Bujold;
From the Dust Returned, Ray Bradbury; The Onion Girl, Charles de Lint;
The Other Wind, Ursula K. Le Guin; The Wooden Sea, Jonathan Carroll.
• NOVELLA “The Bird Catcher”, S.P. Somtow; “Cleopatra Brimstone”,
Elizabeth Hand; “Eternity and Afterward”, Lucius Shepard; “The Finder”,
Ursula K. Le Guin; “Karuna, Inc.”, Paul Di Filippo; “Struwwelpeter”, Glen
Hirshberg.
• SHORT “His Own Back Yard”, James P. Blaylock; “The Honeyed Knot”,
Jeffrey Ford; “Legerdemain”, Jack O’Connell; “Queen for a Day”, Albert E.
Cowdrey; “Something to Hitch Meat To”, Nalo Hopkinson.
• ANTHOLOGY Mammoth Book of Best New Horror 12 ed. Stephen Jones;
Mammoth Book of Vampire Stories by Women ed. Stephen Jones; The
Museum of Horrors ed. Dennis Etchison; Stigmata ed. Jerad Walters; Year’s
Best Fantasy and Horror 14 ed. Ellen Datlow & Terry Windling.
• COLLECTION Dark Universe, William F. Nolan; The Essential Ellison
(revised), Harlan Ellison; Skin Folk, Nalo Hopkinson; Stranger Things
Happen, Kelly Link; Talking in the Dark, Dennis Etchison.
• ARTIST Donato Giancola, Allen Koszowski, John Jude Palencar, Douglas
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Walters, Gahan Wilson.
• SPECIAL/PROFESSIONAL Randy Broecker (for Fantasy of the 20th Century),
Ellen Datlow (for editing), Jo Fletcher (for Gollancz Fantasy Masterworks),
Stephen Jones (for editing), Douglas E. Winter (for Clive Barker: The Dark
Fantastic).
• SPECIAL/NON-PRO Peter Crowther (for PS Publishing), Paula Guran (for
Horror Garage), Raymond Russell & Rosalie Parker (for Tartarus Press),
Jerad Walters (for Cocytus Press), Michael Waltz et al (for Sidecar
Preservation Society).
• Winners to be announced 3 November.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Hugo Winners. “Mr Ibis said nothing, but he
smirked loudly.” (Neil Gaiman, American Gods, 2001) [RB]
• Neat Tricks Dept: “He held his left hand out in front of his face; palm down
and with his index finger raised six inches above his hand.” (Nigel Atkinson,
“An Exhalation of Butterflies”, Interzone, May 2002) [SL]
• Dept of Optimistic Pessimism. “Piles of floppyscreens lay scattered in the
corner next to a couple of empty wine glasses that were half full.” (Paul
Ebbs, Dr Who: The Book of the Still, 2002) [LC]

Endnotes
Tobes Valois’s TAFF Trip. James Bacon and James Shields are assisting
Tobes with a website that’s being regularly updated through his TAFF trip,
at: http://www.lostcarpark.com/tobes/
Besides the Tobes Diary and incriminating photos, the Jameses also promised
“the yet to be seen or imagined ALCOMETER.”
Late Obit. Angus MacVicar (1908-2001), children’s sf author who adapted
his own “Lost Planet” stories for BBC radio in the 1950s (plus two TV series,
1954 and 1955), died on 31 October 2001.
Colour Supplement. Ace reporter Tony Cullen provides a rare Ansible
photo-exclusive showing an unexpected habitué of the Silver Cross pub on
Whitehall – London fandom’s new meeting place on the first Thursday
evening each month:
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Tony comments: “The opening behind the rodent is not a mouse-hole, but the
entrance to a Rentokil mouse-trap, or poison container, which seemed to be
no deterrent, since I saw it pass through the thing more than once! • The only
remaining question is: Should fandom: (a) kill it; (b) adopt it; or, (c) give it a
LiveJournal account?”
Many Thanks to the correspondents too numerous to list who sent Hugo
congratulations – all greatly appreciated. “You will be pleased to hear I was
properly amazed when you won your two,” confided Neil Gaiman.
“‘Who’d’ve thought it?’ I said to Cheryl Morgan. ‘Cor, there’s a turn-up for
the books.’” • Meanwhile the traditional telephonic awakening happened to
short story winner Michael Swanwick: “Eileen Gunn called in the wee hours
of the night to tell me the news. I deftly stumbled out of bed, tripped over a
pile of books, and simultaneously picked up the phone while yanking out the
cord. So I heard only a clicking noise and then silence, while the answering
machine downstairs took the call. Then I went back to bed. ‘For a second
there, I thought I’d won,’ I told Marianne.”
Ansible 182 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2002. Thanks to Barbara Barrett,
Damien Broderick, Ruth Bygrave, Lawrence Conquest, Ahrvid Engholm,
Martin Hoare and Tobes Valois (Hero Hugo Accepters), Dan Kimmel, Locus,
Stewart Lloyd, Keith Lynch, Simon Morden, Plokta News Network (first to
reach me with the Hugo news), Ben Roimola, Yvonne Rousseau, Steven H
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Silver, Stephen Theaker, and Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group
News), Janice Murray (North America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart
(Thyme/Australia). 5 Sep 02.
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Ansible 183, October 2002
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
ISSN 0265-9816. E-mail ansible@cix.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Sue Mason. Available for SAE, symmetriads,
asymmetriads, extensors or mimoids.
All right, it seemed jolly clever to have Tobes Valois announce,
when accepting the 2002 fanzine Hugo for Ansible, that by dint of having a
circulation in excess of 3,500 and sometimes paying contributors other than
in copies of the magazine (i.e. buying them drinks), Ansible must according
to the Hugo rules be a semiprozine. No one seems to take the buying-drinks
argument seriously, but a third criterion (one needs to meet only two) is that
Ansible should announce itself to be a semiprozine – as it has, through Tobes.
So has Ansible now left the fanzine category? Nigglers note that the
circulation criterion speaks of “average press run”, and that copies produced
by an actual press (or photocopier) fall far below the semiprozine threshold
of 1,000, since more than 3,000 go out by e-mail. In short: Ansible says it’s a
semiprozine, but is it? I await a ruling from fandom’s legal experts, who
should be able to sort this out in a few hundred WSFS Business Meeting fanhours, or “standlees” as they are technically known.
DILEMMA.

The Little Apocrypha
Stephen Baxter’s Tuckerization of a 2005 Worldcon guest of honour is
confirmed by the proofs of his coming sf blockbuster Evolution. Is
Interaction aware of this man’s eco-terrorist activities? “British-born Gregory
Pickersgill was the charismatic leader of the central cult; the worst kind of
trouble – sometimes lethal – followed him around.” Later, though, it’s
revealed that “Pickersgill is a pleasing joke, and useful.”
Lionel Fanthorpe, according to his latest book jacket (The World’s Most
Mysterious Objects), is now Magistral Chaplain General and Knight
Commander of the Templar Priory of St. Mary Magdalene. I don’t know
whether you can get that one by mail order....
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Philip José Farmer was presented with a plaque at a Peoria IL public library
on 10 August, celebrating the 50th anniversary of his once controversial
alien-sex story “The Lovers” (Startling Stories, Aug 52) – which helped him
win a Hugo in their first year of presentation, as Best New Author.
Forwarding this news, Jim Meadows invited me to contemplate the 50th
anniversary of my first Hugo, in 2035. Er um.
Chris Priest is strangely fascinated by the Amazon.co.uk ranking of his
alternate history novel The Separation, somehow clocking up hardback sales
despite the publisher’s decision to avoid tiresome newspaper reviews by
furtively releasing it in trade paperback only. “According to Amazon, for a
few days at the beginning of August the nonexistent hardcover was outselling
the paperback. I was greatly bemused by this. Since then, its sales have
slipped steadily downwards.... Now, in an attempt to beef up sales a little,
Amazon are offering the hardcover Sep as a special set, bundled with the
paperback. I’m so-o-o-o tempted to order this to find out what they’ll do!”
Whitley Strieber’s on-line journal warns of what lies in wait for people like
himself who fearlessly oppose the world UFO cover-up conspiracy: “What
has been happening to me is this: every night as I go to sleep, something
begins moving against my skin, creeping like some sort of very slow insect. I
have seen and held this object. I have tried to crush it. But I cannot. I cannot
get a sample. It seems like a living thing, but I do not believe that it is alive in
the same sense that we are.
• About a week ago, I woke up and found it penetrated into my chest just
above my collarbone. I pulled it out and tried to crush it between my fingers,
to gouge it with my fingernail. It struggled furiously in my hand. It would not
break up. I turned on the light and sat up, with the intention to take it into the
bathroom and capture it in a water glass. But when I relaxed my grip just a
little, it disappeared before my eyes, for all the world like some kind of a
magic trick.
• It has tormented me night after night....” [BB] These are interesting
symptoms; I’m trying not to be reminded of the opening of Philip K. Dick’s
A Scanner Darkly.

Conniption
12 Oct • Hammer Films: The Bray Studio Years, Cine Lumiere, London.
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Four-film showing, including the “classic” Plague of the Zombies. MC:
horror director Norman J. Warren (Inseminoid). Tickets £20, to him c/o 25
High Hill Ferry, Bakers Hill, London, E5 9HG.
19-20 Oct • Octocon 2002 (Irish national con), Royal Marine Hotel, Dun
Laoghaire, Co.Dublin. GoH China Miéville, others. Advance registration
now closed. No word of at-the-door rates.
21 Oct • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. 6:30pm. With Pat
Cadigan, Roz Kaveney and others going on about Buffy. La Diva Loca warns:
“Juicy hints about the upcoming season will be dropped. Anyone not there
won’t be In The Know. How sad. You dog.”
23 Oct • BSFA Open Meeting, Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London, EC1.
7pm on, fans present from 5pm. Guest speaker TBA.
25-28 Oct • Cult TV 2002 (9th annual festival), Southport Theatre and Floral
Hall Complex, Merseyside, UK. Many guests. £75 reg, £45 child. Contact PO
Box 1701, Peterborough, PE7 1ER.
1-3 Nov • Novacon 32, Quality Hotel, Bentley, Walsall. GoH Ian McDonald,
with (Sun only) Kevin “Captain Cyborg” Warwick. £35 reg to 20 Oct 02; £40
at door. Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
9 Nov • Costume Closet (costuming), Warwick Arms Hotel, High St,
Warwick. 9:30am on. £10 reg, £5 child. Contact 7 Church Close, Northwood,
Middlesex, HA6 1SG. Prequel to “Wardrobe” costume con.
9 Nov • DangerCon 40 (Dangermouse), Ruskin House, corner of Park Lane
and Lower Coombe St, Croydon. 11am-11pm. £1 at door.
Rumblings. • Melbourne in ’10. Fuller UK price list: Pre-support £13, Firend
[sic] £65 (£52 upgrade from pre-supp), Pre-oppose £26. Cheques to Pat
McMurray, 28 Plaistow Grove, Bromley, Kent, BR1 3PB.

Infinitely Improbable
Even Yet More Additional Awards. Rhysling Award for sf poetry: LONG
Lawrence Schimel, “How to Make a Human”. SHORT William John Watkins,
“We Die As Angels”.
• Gaylactic Spectrum Awards: NOVEL Hugh Nissenson, The Song of the
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Earth. SHORT Alexis Glynn Latner, “Kindred”. OTHER Bending the
Landscape: Horror ed. Nicola Griffith & Stephen Pagel.
• British Fantasy Awards were presented at the one-day Fantasycon 2002 in
September. NOVEL (August Derleth Award) Simon Clark, The Night of The
Triffids. ANTHOLOGY The Mammoth Book of Best New Horror 12 ed. Stephen
Jones. COLLECTION Paul Finch, Aftershocks. Short: Simon Clark, “Goblin City
Lights”. Artist: Jim Burns. SMALL PRESS Peter Crowther’s PS Publishing, for
the second year running. The special Karl Edward Wagner award wasn’t
presented.
Thog’s Interviewing Masterclass. Guy Haley reports his favourite interview
question by an SFX freelance who shall remain nameless. Interviewee Jeffrey
Combs was talking about the latest Re-Animator sequel, imaginatively
entitled Beyond Re-Animator. Released 13 years after Re-Animator II (1989),
the new film is set 13 years later, leading to the enquiry: “Will Combs wear
make-up so that West looks older?”
R.I.P. Lloyd Biggle Jr (1923-2002), US author, musicologist and oral
historian, who published a number of entertaining sf novels in (especially)
the 1960s and 70s, died on 12 September aged 79. His first story appeared in
1954; his most popular books were Monument (1974) and the “Jan Darzek”
sequence beginning with All the Colours of Darkness (1963) and Watchers of
the Dark (1966). He was a founding SFWA official and also founded the SF
Oral History Association in the 1970s. I liked his novels a lot.
• Michael Elphick (1946-2002), the UK actor who died on 8 September aged
55, did little genre work but is known to Star Wars fans as “the Empire
officer Darth Vader choked with The Force.” [BB] [Wrong: see footnote.]
• Robert L. Forward (1932-2002), US gravitational physicist and author of 11
hard sf novels, died from brain cancer on 21 September; he was 70. He
described his sf novel debut Dragon’s Egg (1980) – built around the
audacious notion of ultra-fast, intelligent nucleonic life on a neutron star – as
“A textbook on neutron star physics disguised as a novel.” Bob Forward was
a popular and ebullient figure at sf conventions. [JK] He would surely have
chuckled if he could have seen his polygamous characterization in the Daily
Telegraph’s obituary: “Forward, an unmissable sight at science fiction
conventions in his bespoke suit, white shirt and bow tie, and the coloured
waistcoats run up by his wife (he had a couple of dozen) ...” [SJ]
• Kim Hunter (1922-2002), Oscar-winning US actress who played the
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sympathetic ape Dr Zira in Planet of the Apes (1968) and its first two sequels,
died on 11 September aged 79. “The only thing of me that came through was
my eyeballs.” [BB]
• Jo Thomas (1943-2002), Dutch fan, convention runner and sf
editor/translator, died from kidney cancer on 10 September, not long after
celebrating his 59th birthday. Nico Veenkamp writes: “He was translator of
Jordan’s Wheel of Time into Dutch, and the Head of Programme at
ConFiction, the 1990 World SF Convention in The Hague. We all raised a
glass at his funeral to honour his words: ‘Don’t mourn my passing. Let’s
celebrate my life.’”
• Wynne Whiteford (1915-2002), long-time Australian sf author and fan, died
on 30 September. He began publishing sf in 1934; his most recent novel was
The Specialist (1990); though frail, he attended fan gatherings as recently as
December 2001. Bruce Gillespie writes: “In Australia, Wynne’s career was
overshadowed by that of George Turner, who also became successful only in
his sixties and seventies.... Some people who should have known better
tended to forget about his contribution to Australian sf, but those of us he
befriended regarded him as a great lion of the Australian sf scene.”
Court Circular. As everyone not living on a remote Tibetan mountain peak
now knows, Nancy Stouffer’s never very convincing plagiarism case against
J.K. Rowling didn’t just fail on 19 September but rebounded spectacularly.
Deciding that Stouffer had naughtily improved the evidence about her
creation of Larry Potter and the Muggles, the judge fined her $50,000 for a
“pattern of intentional bad faith conduct”, warned her never again to claim
that Harry Potter violated her trademark, and ordered her to pay part of
Rowling’s costs. Oops! [BB/AP] Ansible 156 (July 2000) gleefully noted that
OED citations for “muggle”, a word Stouffer said she’d invented and
trademarked, go back to 1205.
Random Fandom. Chris Bell spills the beans: “the Second Scottish
Convention is now Go, and I am therefore quite certain that Bindweed is also
Go. We have to have somewhere as a haven for the con-running folk, to
provide a Get Out Of Worldcon Free option for 2005.” So far this event is
described only as “a weekend-long party in York” – on, of course, 6-7
August 2005 – at which “Diana [Wynne Jones] is firm that there shall be
Balloon Tennis Tourneys.”
• Charles N. Brown “announced that after 500 issues he is stepping down as
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editor of Locus and is leaving the day-to-day running of the magazine in the
capable hands of Kirsten Gong-Wong and Jenni Hall.” [CM/EC]
• Dick Geis relishes Ansible for “the notices of ill health, drastic therapy and
approaching death.
• I approve of the Death Watch section(s) since they assure that when my
time comes I’ll be mentioned and perhaps tracked to the grave. What more
can a fan ask?”
• Bruce Gillespie on Australia in 2010: “The main question now is: how do
we Australian fans spend the next five years before we actually bid? And will
Melbourne remain the main candidate? Vanessa Jacobsen [of Canberra]
believes that Canberra facilities are more than adequate to hold a worldcon.
But does Canberra have the people on the ground to hold one? Not now,
perhaps, but very possibly by 2007.” Brisbane apparently lacks con-runners
and Perth lacks facilities, but this too could change.
• Paul Kincaid enjoyed discreet 50th-birthday celebrations in September.
“Thinking back, this is very possibly the first time I’ve ever had a birthday
party, but it was worth the wait.”
• Dave Langford has been stuck at home for weeks with a mysterious knee
injury, and is beginning to develop pub withdrawal symptoms. Chris Priest
diagnoses: “I suspect you are suffering from shaggedoutitis, the normal decay
of an otherwise healthy body, brought about by living too long.”
• Antony J. “Dop” Shepherd, Pilot of the Future, reports his first solo flight
on 28 September: “It was fantastic!!!”
In Typo Veritas. “Mrs Sundquist pureed her lips ...” (Robert Wadholm,
“From here you can see the Sundquists”, as reprinted in The Best of 2001, ed.
Robert Silverberg & Karen Haber) [BJ]
C.o.A. Harry Andruschak (correction), 734 W 214th St, Apartment 12-A,
Torrance, CA 90502-1907, USA. Phil Plumbly & Anna Fisher, 7 Newcome
Rd, Fratton, Portsmouth, PO1 5DR. TTA Press US Office, c/o Wayne
Edwards, 360 W 76th Ave #H, Anchorage, AK 99518, USA. Howard
Waldrop, PO Box 16779, Ft. Worth, Texas 76162-0779, U.S.A.
Fantasy Definitions Masterclass. Years ago John Clute, John Grant, and
their Encyclopedia of Fantasy team wrestled with tough problems of defining
fantasy and telling good from bad. If only they’d had the help of Tom
Snyder, whose www.movieguide.org review of Hayao Miyazaki’s Spirited
Away makes everything crystal clear while explaining how Miyazaki got it all
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wrong: “In a proper fantasy, the heroine might encounter messengers or
representatives, allegorical or otherwise, from God or Jesus Christ, or even
God Himself and/or one or more members of the Holy Trinity. The heroine
certainly should not learn things from encountering pagan, animistic spirits,
unless she’s there to completely defeat them and/or worship or honor the One
True God of the Bible. This is the difference between good fantasy and bad
fantasy.” [AO/PB]
Small Press. A Bright Particular Star: Words and Deeds of Lucy Huntzinger
collects a dozen pieces of that talented lady’s fanwriting. Available for “a
couple of dollars to cover postage” from editor and publisher Kim Huett,
29/63 Pearson St, Holder, ACT 2611, Australia.
Outraged Letters. Diana Wynne Jones is tired of being doomed: “We went
to a dishonest hotel which poisoned me with milk products, while blandly
asserting the food was safe. AND when we went home early because I got so
ill, they made us pay for the entire time we’d booked. I’m considering putting
a curse on their drains – you know, one of those subtle untraceable bad smells
that lingers and lingers....”
• Dave Lally notes that we missed the death of US film director John
Frankenheimer (1930-2002) on 28 June. His The Manchurian Candidate
(1962), Seven Days in May (1964) and Seconds (1966) were praised in the
1993 SF Encyclopedia; the inferior monster movie Prophecy (1979) was not.
• Farah Mendlesohn monitored Desert Island Discs on 20 September: “Has
anyone ever selected an sf novel for their book before? (I don’t mean Lord of
the Rings.) Brian May of Queen picked Out of the Silent Planet this morning,
complemented by Holst’s Saturn.”
• Jonathan Palfrey feels we need more cheer to balance all the grim health
news: “Are there no prominent sf figures quotably announcing ‘I am in rude
health!’, ‘I wrestle poodles and win!’, or ‘My doctor says I could live to be a
thousand’? How about photos showing young, fit sf writers breaking the ice
to swim nude in a Scandinavian lake? There must be some healthy
professional sportspeople who read sf, even if occasionally and moving their
lips.” Well, there’s all too ample photographic evidence of he-man Gardner
Dozois baring his nipple during the recent Worldcon....
• Jeff VanderMeer on the photo layout of October’s Locus cover: “I will
forever after be known as the unfortunate guy being crushed by Dan
Simmons’ huge, Stalin-like head, my small kingdom announced in hot pink,
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my smile goofy, my demeanor squirrel-cheeked. I will have horrible
nightmares of a huge stone likeness of Simmons toppling over on me as, bemonocled, I give readings in tiny Parisian cafés....”
Fanfundery. TransAtlantic Fan Fund nominations are open for the 2003
eastbound race. Aspiring NA candidates should send a platform of 100 or
fewer words, a pledge to make the trip if elected, $20 bond, and 5
nominations from known fans (3 NA, 2 Europe), to Victor Gonzalez, 263
Elm St, Cambridge, MA 02139, USA. Deadline 1 Nov 02. The winner will
travel to the 2003 UK Eastercon, Seacon ’03 in Hinckley.
Not Space Opera. The Handmaid’s Tale, adapted by Poul Ruders, will be an
English National Opera production in 2003: April 3, 5, 9, 11, 14, 25; May 2.
7:30pm. “This will be the first performance in English, I believe – it’s been
done in Danish. It is seriously modern music....” [KL]
The Dead Past. Twenty Years Ago. After Dan Steffan’s and Ted White’s
fanzine Pong folded with issue 40, Bob Shaw pronounced its epitaph:
“Arrivaderci aroma.” • Coincidentally, Greg Benford sent a postcard from
Italy, praising British fanwriting’s “quick and bizarre, glinting intelligence.
Too much laidbackism in the ol’ USA, methinks. You have to be hungry to
write good fan....” (Ansible 29, October 1982)
Farscape, whatever that may be, is being cancelled by the Sci-Fi Channel;
there’s to be no Series 5 of what’s been described as Sci-Fi’s flagship
offering. Many fans are mightily upset. • But there are whispers of a possible
return of Dr Who (dead since 1989) to BBC1.... [BB]
Thog’s Masterclass. Detached Viewpoint Dept. “Isaac threw up his face and
swung it around him, desperately searching for light.” (China Miéville,
Perdido Street Station, 2000) [JK]
• Long Division Dept. “The moment you draw a circle, pi exists. Yet it’s
entirely irrational. There’s no rational answer to the sum ‘twenty-two over
seven’. You can divide twenty-two by seven for ever but you never get a real
definite answer.” (Ian Watson, Alien Embassy, 1977) [HW]
• Golden Flow of Rhetoric Dept. “Other-ness plays the same part in urinating
as in producing poetry.” (Colin Wilson, The Philosopher’s Stone, 1969) [LP]
• Dept of 468%. “The Orphean atmosphere was mostly nitrogen – six times
as much as on Earth ...” (Greg Egan, Diaspora, 1998) [KJN]
• Eyeballs Dept. “Her wide, dark eyes crawled over me like spiders.” (Manly
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Wade Wellman, “The Spring”, 1979) [LP]
• Dept of Pre-Emptive Threats. “Captain, you will long have known that I
consider Mote Prime the greatest threat to humanity since the Dinosaur Killer
struck Earth sixty-five million years ago.” (Larry Niven & Jerry Pournelle,
The Gripping Hand, 1993) [PB]

Endnotes
The Occasional Explanation. Q. Why does Ansible have two convention
lists? A. The single-sheet printed edition – where space is desperately tight –
stops just before “Geek’s Corner”, and net stuff including convention e-mail
addresses is mostly deported to the electronic edition. (The Plain People of
Fandom: “What a boring revelation.”)
Colour Supplement. Teresa Nielsen Hayden had a soul-chilling encounter
with Great Cthulhu at the San José worldcon – see photograph, partly rugose
and partly squamous, by Feorag NicBhride:
http://www.antipope.org/feorag/blogpix/slurp.JPG
Charlie Stross, meanwhile, captured Gardner Dozois’s bared nipple, which is
even less for the squeamish:
http://www.antipope.org/feorag/blogpix/nipple.JPG
Michael Elphick Footnote. Elphick never appeared in a Star Wars film. This
error generated vast quantities of correspondence identifying three different
actors as having really been strangled by the Force: Michael Sheard, ‘fatally’
choked in The Empire Strikes Back; Richard LeParmentier, non-fatally
choked in Star Wars; and Don Henderson, not choked at all but featuring
prominently in the SW scene and looking enough like Michael Elphick to
have caused my contributor’s confusion....
Ansible 183 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2002. Thanks to Paul Barnett,
Barbara Barrett, Emerald City, Jo Fletcher, Ben Jeapes, Steve Jones, Jordin
Kare, Jerry Kaufman, Kit Lester, Cheryl Morgan, Karl-Johan Norén, Andrew
Osmond, Lawrence Person, Andrew Porter, Hilary Wade, and Hero
Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group News), Janice Murray (North
America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Australia). 3 Oct 02.
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Ansible 184, November 2002
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
ISSN 0265-9816. E-mail ansible@cix.co.uk. Website at www.ansible.co.uk.
Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: D. West. Available for SAE, whim, or a couple
of bottles of Numnumo.
Searching the British Library website for one of their publications,
I found an unexpected new role for myself in the blurb for the BL’s Jack
Vance critical anthology: “In this collection of appreciations, Hugo and
Nebula award-winning authors Dan Simmons and Gene Wolfe join with
academics such as David Langford ...”
SURPRISE!

Tales of Three Hemispheres
Neil Gaiman won his lawsuit against comics tycoon Todd McFarlane on 3-4
October, establishing his copyright interest in “Angela” and two other
Gaiman-created characters in the McFarlane Spawn universe, along with his
copyright interest in five comics he had written. He was awarded $45,000
(the full amount requested by his lawyers) for unauthorized use of his name
and biography to imply that he’d endorsed a recent reprint of some of this
material. Much more in back royalties may yet be due, and it’s speculated
that as part of the settlement McFarlane will be asked to release whatever
rights he may actually have to the long-tied-up Miracleman comic. Any
Gaiman profits beyond lawyers’ fees will go to charities like the Comic Book
Legal Defense Fund. Neil: “Well, it really wasn’t about money. It was about
fairness, and sticking to agreements. I may be nice, but I’m not a doormat.”
Graham Joyce tried to explain his first novel to his father.... Joyce Junior:
“It’s about dreams, and what they mean.” Joyce Senior: “What do you mean,
what dreams mean? They mean you’re asleep.” [MP]
Josh Kirby is remembered in Paul Kidby’s cover for Night Watch by Terry
Pratchett. The painting parodies Rembrandt’s “The Night Watch”, which at
Terry’s suggestion appears on the reverse of the UK hardback for
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comparison: “No sense in the artist being smart and some people not
noticing, eh? Note Josh Kirby in the picture where, in the original,
Rembrandt painted himself.” Just half a face, right at the back....
Darren Nash, former marketing manager for fiction and the Earthlight
sf/fantasy imprint at Simon & Schuster UK, became Earthlight’s senior editor
in October – replacing John Jarrold, who left in August. Darren was suitably
disconcerted when Walter Jon Williams congratulated him on having
achieved “omnipotence”.
Andre Norton has been “gravely ill” in hospital after surgery, and though
now improving needs cheering up. Cards or flowers can be sent to her c/o
114 Eventide Drive, Murfreesboro, TN 37130, USA.
J.K. Rowling was the subject of deeply unexciting rumours that there might
be eight rather than seven novels about Harry You-Know-Who. Besides the
five known titles (one still forthcoming), Warner had registered three more as
trademarks in 2000: HP and the Alchemist’s Cell, HP and the Chariots of
Light, and HP and the Pyramids of Furmat. In fact, “The extra names were
all part of elaborate efforts to hide (and/or decide) the name of Goblet of Fire
before it was published.” [PL]

Contesseration
9 Nov • Costume Closet (costuming), Warwick Arms Hotel, High St,
Warwick. 9:30am on. £10 reg, £5 child. Contact: er, just turn up.
9 Nov • DangerCon 40 (Dangermouse), Ruskin House, corner of Park Lane
and Lower Coombe St, Croydon. 11am-11pm. £1 at door.
11 Nov • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. 6:30pm. With Pat
Cadigan, Ken MacLeod, Chris Priest. Next event February 2003.
27 Nov • BSFA Open Meeting, Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London, EC1.
7pm on, fans present from 5pm. Guest speaker TBA.
21-23 Feb 03 • Redemption (B5/B7), Ashford International Hotel, Ashford,
Kent. £50 reg; £55 at door. Day: £30, £35 at door. Children £15 or £10/day.
Contact 26 King’s Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
22 Feb 03 • Picocon 20, Imperial College Union, London. GoH Dr Jack
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Cohen, Gwyneth Jones. £8 reg, students £5, ICSF £2. Contact ICSF, IC
Students U, Beit Quad, Prince Consort Rd, London, SW7 2BB.
1-2 Mar 03 • Microcon, Exeter University campus. More TBA.
30 Mar 03 • Fantasy Fair, The Cresset Exhibition Centre, Bretton,
Peterborough. 10:30am-4pm. Contact 5 Arran Close, Holmes Chapel,
Cheshire, CW4 7QP; phone 01477 534626.
18-21 Apr 03 • Seacon ’03 (Eastercon), Hanover International Hotel,
Hinckley, Leics. Now £45 reg ($68, Euro75) or £22 ($35, Euro37) supporting
only. Contact 8 The Orchard, Tonwell, Herts, SG12 0HR. • Newsflash: the
Tiptree Award is being presented outside the USA for the first time ever at
Seacon ’03, on the Friday evening.
24-6 Oct 03 • They Came and Shaved Us (in the vein of Aliens Stole My
Handbag etc), Fairways Hotel, Dundalk, Co. Louth, Ireland. GoH Robert
Rankin, FGoH Pádraig à Méalóid. UK £25 reg to 31 Dec, £30 to 22 Apr 03,
£35 thereafter, to 13a Bridge Rd, Uxbridge, Middlesex, UB8 2QW.
Irish/Euro £(I)40/Euro40 to 31 Dec, 45 to 22 Apr, 55 thereafter, to 123
Carnlough Rd, Cabra West, Dublin 7, Ireland.
7-9 Nov 03 • Novacon 33, Quality Hotel, Walsall. GoH Jon Courtenay
Grimwood. £28 reg rising to £32 on 10 Nov 02; £35 after Easter 03, £40 at
door. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ – and fast!
9-12 Apr 04 • Concourse (Eastercon), Blackpool Winter Gardens. Now £35
reg, £25 unwaged; £2 extra for on-line credit card payment. Contact 479
Newmarket Rd, Cambridge, CB5 8JJ. • Progress Report 1 has some stern
words for dieting con-goers: “As with a convention in a hotel, the reason we
can afford to use the site is that they are expecting you to buy food and drink.
We will have to enforce this.” [CB]
5-7 Aug 05 • Bindweed (Get Out Of Worldcon Free relaxacon), somewhere
in York. £28 reg; £14 junior (under 14 at date of con). Contact 81 Western
Rd, London, E13 9JE.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. When the BBC acquired Steven Spielberg’s new sf series
Taken (dealing with “extra-terrestrial experiences” in the form of good old
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alien abductions), their head of programme acquisition Sophie Turner Laing
was quick to explain its staggering innovativeness, unheard-of in mere
science fiction: “Taken is designed to have a wider appeal than just to fans of
sci-fi, as it tells the stories of individuals and their interactions over many
years.” (Independent, 23 October) [DB]
R.I.P. Dal Coger, US midwestern fan since around 1942 and still a con-goer
in 2002, died on 2 October. [JS]
• André de Toth (1913-2002), Hungarian-born director, died on 27 October at
age 89. His House of Wax (1953) was the first 3D horror film, an effect
which – having only one eye – he couldn’t see. [BB/PB]
• Richard Harris (1930-2002), Oscar-nominated Irish actor who did little
genre work but played Dumbledore in the first two Harry Potter films, died
from cancer on 25 October; he was 72.
• Nathan Juran (1907-2002), Austrian-born US director who won an Oscar
for non-genre art direction and later did much B-movie sf and horror, died on
1 November. His films included The 7th Voyage of Sinbad, with Ray
Harryhausen’s special effects, and Attack of the 50-Foot Woman (both 1958).
[BB]
• John Lucas, writer, producer and director of the original Star Trek series,
died from leukaemia on 19 October. He was 83. [JS]
• Raymond T. McNally (1931-2002), Dracula scholar and co-author with
Radu Florescu of In Search of Dracula (1972) and In Search of Dr Jekyll &
Mr Hyde (2001), died on 2 October aged 71. [L]
• Craig Mills (1955-2002), US author of five fantasies published from 1982
to 1995, died from a heart attack on 15 October. His debut novel was The
Bane of Lord Caladon (1982). [GF/JS]
• Dennis Patrick, US TV character actor who appeared in the 1966-71 Gothic
soap opera Dark Shadows and a spinoff film, died in a fire at his Hollywood
Hills home on 12 or 13 October; he was 84. [BB]
• Charles Sheffield (1935-2002), British-born physicist, science writer, and
noted hard sf author, died on 2 November aged 67, having had surgery for
brain cancer in mid-August. He is survived by his wife Nancy Kress, to
whom all sympathy. Sheffield famously fictionalized the idea of a space
elevator in the same year as Arthur C. Clarke’s The Fountains of Paradise,
with his independently conceived novel The Web Between the Worlds (1979).
His 1993 novelette “Georgia On My Mind” won both Hugo and Nebula
awards. He will be much missed.
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• Jonathan Harris (1920-2002), US actor famed in sf circles as Dr Zachary
Smith in Lost in Space (CBS 1965-8; “Oh, the pain ...”), died on 3 November
aged 81. [DK]
World Fantasy Awards. NOVEL Ursula K. Le Guin, The Other Wind.
NOVELLA S.P. Somtow, “The Bird Catcher”. SHORT Albert E. Cowdrey,
“Queen for a Day”. ANTHOLOGY The Museum of Horrors ed. Dennis Etchison.
COLLECTION Nalo Hopkinson, Skin Folk. ARTIST Allen Koszowski.
SPECIAL/PROFESSIONAL (tie) Stephen Jones, Jo Fletcher – both for editing.
SPECIAL/NON-PROFESSIONAL Raymond Russell & Rosalie Parker (Tartarus
Press). LIFE ACHIEVEMENT George Scithers, Forrest J Ackerman. [L]
News from Pravda. Possibly taking their cue from all those Australians who
gave their religion as Jedi, young Russians in Perm have been filling out
census forms with “hobbit” or “elf” as nationality. More inscrutably, certain
citizens of Rostov-on-Don claim their nationality is “skiff”, a term which the
Pravda reporter and translator think unnecessary to explain. Could this be the
local shorthand for skiffyfan? [BB]
Random Fandom. Forrest J Ackerman’s famous sf collection has been
largely dispersed to pay medical and other bills. Its home, the 18-room
“Ackermansion”, was sold, and Forry has moved (with a few cherished
treasures) to a more convenient bungalow: see C.o.A. He would love to hear
from friends.
• Lydia Marano Cover & Arthur Byron Cover announce that their 21-year-old
sf bookshop “Dangerous Visions” (in Sherman Oaks, California) will close
for the last time on 10 Nov – but business continues on-line at
www.readsf.com.
• Tommy Ferguson “finally got married to Leslie Carol Altic at a civil
ceremony in Belfast on 29 September 2002 followed by a wonderful
honeymoon in Crete. Everything went without a hitch, despite the cream of
Belfast fandom being there.” What, in Crete?
• Rog Peyton is undaunted by losing Andromeda: “I have decided to start up
selling books again – second-hand & remainders only to start with.” Send
SAE or your e-mail address to Replay Books, 19 Eves Croft, Bartley Green,
Birmingham, B32 3QL.
• Geri Sullivan observes that the recent US Silicon “has the most appalling
set of written convention rules I’ve yet encountered, including one asking
that members keep vomiting to a minimum and aim for the sink or toilet. It’d
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be funny if they weren’t so absolutely serious.”
Judging by the Cover. A literary agent with a young female client was
reportedly asked by the publisher: “Never mind the book. What does she look
like?” This led to speculation about Interzone boosting circulation with a
special swimsuit issue, while Liz Williams devised a cunning plan:
“Fortuitously (or perhaps gratuitously), I have a namesake on the Web who is
a ‘fashion model’ – when last doing a vanity search for myself, I discovered a
picture of ‘Liz Williams’, sporting waist-length blonde hair and a leather
thong. Since this is a look which I have not previously considered adopting, I
was thinking of emailing her and suggesting she impersonate me at
conventions....”
Awards at Novacon. Novas: FAN ARTIST Dave Hicks. FAN WRITER Claire
Brialey. FANZINE Plokta. [PNN] • James White Award for best unpublished
short story: Julian West, “Vita Brevis, Ars Longa”. [DS]
In Typo Veritas. “Cook has prepared wild bore and pheasant, with spotted
dick for desert.” (Eric Brown, “The Blue Portal”, Interzone 181, August
2002) [MW]
C.o.A. Forrest J Ackerman, 4511 Russell Ave, Hollywood, CA 90027, USA.
Joe Beedell, 73 Bournemouth Park Rd, Southend-on-Sea, Essex, SS2 5JJ. Jim
Caughran, 43 Dingwall Ave, Toronto, Ontario, M4J 1C4, Canada. Eileen
Gunn & John D. Berry, 525 19th Ave East, Seattle, WA 98112, USA (from
next week). Andrew & Suzanne Murdoch, 9211 Glendower Dr, Richmond,
British Columbia, V7A 2Y4, Canada. Hal & Ulrika O’Brien, 18540 NE 58th
Ct, Redmond, WA 98052, USA.
Secrets of SF Publicity. Ben Jeapes reports from the uncharted depths of
The Bookseller: “This week’s [25 Oct] has a Malkovichesque ad for
Grimwood’s Effendi and Pashazade, Pocket Books editions, showing a
crowded street scene in which every person has JCG’s face. (The
resemblance to John Malkovich is actually quite surprising.) The caption:
‘No, you’re not seeing things. Starting February 2003 Jon Courtenay
Grimwood will be everywhere’. Turn the page, and we get phrases like ‘an
absorbing blend of pace, place and character’ and the following: ‘With the
bleak, noir atmosphere of Raymond Chandler, the living, breathing
background of The Alexandria Quartet, and a unique, charismatic hero who
is 100% Jon Courtenay Grimwood, Effendi is page-turning fiction at its
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finest.’ You have to wonder exactly how far someone can lean over
backwards to avoid mentioning science fiction or alternate history without
their spine snapping....”
Buffy the Vampire Slayer was the subject of a whole academic conference at
the University of East Anglia on 19-20 October: “Blood, Text and Fears:
Reading around Buffy the Vampire Slayer”. What a shame that Ansible didn’t
learn until too late about such programme highlights as “Meaning and Myth:
Leitmotivic Procedures in the Musical Underscore to Angel, Season One”,
“Yeats’s Entropic Gyre and Season Six of BtVS”, or the irresistible “Unaired
Pilot or Bad Quarto: Textual Problems in Buffy and Shakespeare in an
Internet Age”.
Outraged Letters. Stephen Baxter gloated that Ansible missed the third
Tuckerized sf fan in his Evolution. When I asked who: “I wish I could tell
you it was Pebble the randy Neandertal, but he’s obviously working in
publishing. In fact it’s Ian Maughan, whose robot critters end up eating Mars,
a crime which exceeds even his dress sense.”
• Damien Broderick, “anticipating the inevitable craze”, sent a photograph of
his nipple which is inadvertently not reproduced here.
• Many Of You remarked that Kim Hunter was also in A Matter of Life and
Death (1946), and that Michael Elphick wasn’t choked by the Force: that was
Michael Sheard in The Empire Strikes Back (fatally) and also Richard
LeParmentier in Star Wars (nonfatally), this scene also featuring Don
Henderson, who looks a bit like Elphick.... Meanwhile, as Steve Green
helpfully notes, Michael Elphick was in I Bought a Vampire Motorcycle.
Fanfundery. TransAtlantic Fan Fund: nominating deadline for the 2003
eastbound TAFF race extended to 30 Nov 02. Aspiring NA candidates should
send a platform of 100 or fewer words, a pledge to make the trip if elected,
$20 bond, and 5 nominations from known fans (3 NA, 2 Europe), to Victor
Gonzalez, 263 Elm St, Cambridge, MA 02139, USA. Reported candidates so
far: Randy Byers, Colin Hinz, Curt Phillips. • Down Under Fan Fund:
nominations are now open for the 2003 NA to Australasia DUFF race.
Nominations (3 NA, 2 Down Under), 100-word platform, pledge, and $25
bond to administrators Naomi Fisher & Patrick Molloy by 15 Nov: PO Box
9135, Huntsville, AL 35812, USA.
As Others See Us (II). “Science-fiction films can usually be separated into
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two sub genres: horror and fantasy.” (Text explaining the nature of sf, from
DVD edition of Sphere.) [JR]
The Thog Response. Greg Egan reproves Thog for pouncing on his “mostly
nitrogen – six times as much as on Earth” atmosphere: “I hate to be a bad
sport about my Thog entry, but this is either malice or stupidity. Who said
anything about a percentage? Six times ‘as much’ nitrogen would mean six
times the pressure to most planetary scientists, and for those in any doubt the
next sentence makes this clear.... Thog strains so hard to find misreadings and
double entendres these days that he only raises a chuckle when his quotes are
more selective and misleading than the review snippets on my dust jackets.”
Apologies; Thog is evidently not a planetary scientist.
• Neil Gaiman takes another view: “I’d been waiting almost twenty years to
be Thogged, and practically sent you a thank you card. (I still think a loud
smirk is like a loud tie, being one you can see all the way across the room.
My story, & I am sticking to it.) I don’t think these Johnny Come Latelies
realise how lucky they are, getting Thogged like that, straight out of the box.
I’ve written millions of words. Millions, I tell you. And I had to win a bloody
Hugo Award before I got Thogged. You tell the kids today that, and they just
laugh at you. And try mentioning Olde English Flavour Spangles, they’ll just
look at you. They won’t even laugh. Just stare.”
• China Miéville adds a PS: “Damn you Thog, damn you damn you ...”
Hazel’s Language Lessons. Andy Sawyer reports from the Plaza San Martin
in Lima, Peru: “the central statue has a figure of a woman with a woolly
cameloid quadruped on her head. Apparently what was really wanted was a
torch, but the word for torch is – you’ve guessed it – ‘llama’ and the sculptor
received his instructions in writing.”
Group Gropes. London, Again: The Silver Cross had another bad evening
on 3 October (fractured gas line, and thus no beer, cider, or any other pumped
drinks) and is unlikely to be booked for 2003. Fans are undertaking selfless
pub crawls in search of possible alternatives. But the Xmas meeting on 19
December will still be at the Silver Cross.
The Dead Past. Twenty Years Ago: D.M. Thomas confessed all to Esquire.
“When you write the book, it’s a virgin. Then when it sells, it loses its
virginity. It’s the off-white hotel now....” (Ansible 30, Nov 82)
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Eyeballs in the Sky. “‘Seigneur, I have invented
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forty new dishes for to-night’s banquet,’ Francois said pathetically, his eyes
creeping out until they hung on the rims of their sockets like desperate people
wavering on the edges of precipices.” (George Viereck & Paul Eldridge,
Salome The Wandering Jewess, 1930) [BA]
• Neat Tricks Dept. “They don’t kill any of them but the women are – how
you say – mutilated. Same way. And beheaded.” (Charlee Jacob,
“Bonerider”, in Decadence ed Monica J. O’Rourke, 2002)
• “Mark pulled Anna’s blue bikini top off her shoulders and slid them down
to her waist.” (Nicholas Kaufmann, “V.I.P. Room”, ibid) [PB]

Endnotes
Apparitions. Bryan Talbot is giving a talk and slide show in Rochdale:
Wheatsheaf Lending Library, Fri 8 Nov, 2pm. Free, but call Andrew Jones or
Ray Stearn on 01706 864972 a.s.a.p. as seating is limited. “SMS will also be
in attendance.”
Michael Swanwick has a fiendish scheme to torment fans while doing good:
“Here’s a major blow for Michael Swanwick completists ... and it’s fallen
before (as far as I know) there even are any! As part of The Infinite Matrix’s
fundfest, I’ve offered up as a prize a 300-word short story in a bottle. In
editor Eileen Gunn’s words, ‘You can own the only copy of a Swanwick
story that features Janis Ian’s three-legged dog, Stumpy. But the story has
been sealed in a blue glass wine bottle with black wax.’ The owner can read
the story or possess the object, but cannot do both. Copyright is specifically
withheld. All other copies of the story, including the computer file, have been
destroyed. It is unique in the old, unspoiled sense of the word. • Which means
that now in all the universe there can conceivably be only one collector to
possess copies of all my published works. I wonder who it’ll be?” See picture
at www.infinitematrix.net. A Worthy Cause (interest declared).
After Novacon 32. Many thanks to Martin Tudor, Dave Hicks, and about
half the convention membership, who respectively organized, illustrated, and
signed a sympathy card for absent Langford (bad leg now somewhat
improved, but I’m still supposed to take it easy). “Legless” jokes
predominate. A nice surprise....
• Steve Green adds the all-important news that he’s taken over the Nova
Awards administration from Tony Berry, so the contact address is now 33
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Scott Rd, Olton, Solihull, B92 7LQ.
• Novacon 33. See details in con listing above and note the Novacon
Challenge of Death: can you get your membership cheque in before that 10
Nov deadline?
Ansible 184 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2002. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Paul Barnett, Barbara Barrett, Chris Bell, David Brain, Everyone at Novacon
32, Gregory Feeley, David Klaus, Locus, Marion Pitman, Plokta News
Network, Publishers Lunch, Jost Riedel, Joyce Scrivner, David Stewart, Jan
Stinson, Mark Watson, and Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group
News), Janice Murray (N America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart
(Thyme/Australia). 7 Nov 02.
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Hordes of children’s writers attended a 10 Downing
Street reception on 2 December. Various Blair offspring were glimpsed, and
Tony B. himself assured the massed literati that they did valuable work and
that this was a great responsibility, at which a voice behind Diana Wynne
Jones growled “Yes, we know.” Diana’s sightings included Peter Dickinson,
Philippa Pearce and the inescapable Terry Pratchett. Her usual attendant
disasters were the failure of No.10’s electronic door-opener (“The polite
policeman said, ‘I think you’ll have to knock at the door, madam.’”), a
canapé accident (“I took a rice thing from one of the small ladies and it came
open and rice went all up my sleeve, like gummy little beetles.”) and
momentary panic when the knob fell off the bolt in the ladies’ loo. Only
Ansible brings you the facts.
CORRIDORS OF POWER.

[Full account in Diana’s bulletin dated 3/12/2002 at
www.dianawynnejones.com.]

The Caltraps of Time
Paul Barnett/John Grant, man of many pseudonyms, extends his range: “A
little kids’ book (both senses of ‘little kids’’, in fact) on robots that I did a
quick rewrite job on in the Spring is now to be published, according to the
publisher, under my name rather than that of the guy who ‘wrote’ the
original. Aaargh, no, was my response; you can do it as an Eve Devereux if
you want, though. Not so keen on that, they said: for a subject like robots
we’d sexistly prefer a man’s name (this from a female editor, no less).” After
much wrangling, the terrifying outcome is that “the principal narrator of my
novel The Truth About the Flaming Ghoulies is to publish his very first book:
yup, they went for Dirk Somers Knight, completely failing to notice any pun
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at all....”
John Cleese is reportedly writing a new 96-page Superman comic, to be
called True Brit. One hotly unrumoured possibility is that thanks to the
impish spells of Mr Mxyzptlk, Superman will find himself resistlessly
compelled – even while fighting crime – to do the silly walk.
Diana Wynne Jones discovers her roots: “I recently got sent a set of
academic essays on my books, published as a slim volume and full of the
most extraordinary statements. My favourite is the assertion that I am ‘rooted
in fluidity’. Obviously hydroponic, probably a lettuce, possibly a cabbage. A
new light is cast.”
Mike Moorcock plugs Poul Anderson at the expense of some other guy:
“Just reviewed The Broken Sword for the Guardian, partly to answer
H[umphrey] Carpenter’s assertion that before Tolky there was nothing like it.
My argument is that after Broken Sword, Tolky seemed tame.”
Terry Pratchett has had many unexpected literary accolades in his time, but
I think Michael Dirda’s rave review of Night Watch in the Washington Post is
the first that compares him with Chaucer. “Whan that Discworlde with his
shoures sote ...” [CS]
Margaret Weis, interviewed by SF Weekly, brags about her innovative
fantasy worldbuilding. Apart from lots of dragons, “It is a kind of atypical
fantasy world in that there are just humans. No elves, no dwarves – at least
not yet.” [CA] Always keep something in reserve, eh?

Connixation
9 Dec • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, CANCELLED Dec and Jan. May then
move from second Monday to second Tuesday of the month.
13 Dec • British Fantasy Society Xmas Open Night, upstairs, Princess
Louise pub, Holborn, London. 6:30pm onward. All welcome. Ben Jeapes of
Big Engine and 3SF editor Liz Holliday are guests.
14 Dec • J.G. Ballard & Iain Sinclair in conversation on film, ICA Cinema
1, London. 7:15pm. £8 admission, concessions £7, members £6. The ICA
describes Iain Sinclair as “author of Crash, a BFI Modern Classic ...
presumably his book about Cronenberg’s film of Ballard’s novel.” [PT]
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19 Dec • London Xmas Meet, Silver Cross, Whitehall. 5pm on.
25 Dec • BSFA Open Meeting is CANCELLED, as usual in December.
25 Dec
• Mae Naak (opera), Bangkok. If you’re at a loose end on this date – as who
isn’t? – S.P. Somtow has a proposition: “Somtow’s horror opera, Mae Naak,
opens in Bangkok on December 25 with an stellar cast headed by Nancy
Yuen who drops in to create the title role just before going off to England for
a repeat of her celebrated Albert Hall Butterfly. About 250 performers, a wild
avant-garde production design by Sumet Jumsai (who built the infamous
‘Robot Building’ in Bangkok, mentioned in the Guinness Book of Records)
and mucho grand guignol coupled with a lyrical score that pulls out all the
late-Romantic stops. It runs for five performances.
• So, last time a Somtow opera opened in Bangkok, Opera Now in London
called it ‘one of the operatic events of the year’. Royalty came to every
performance, including the Crown Prince of Belgium. About 50 friends flew
all the way from the US for the premiere because of a special deal he was
able to get, so this was almost a mini-convention with an operatic twist. This
year, the Bangkok Opera offers a similar package: 4 nights in a deluxe hotel,
tickets to the Royal Command Gala including private reception in the
presence of HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana, and many other perks, for US
$350. [...] Just send email to bangkokopera@aol.com and someone will email
you back with all the arrangements....”
21-23 Feb 03 • Redemption (B5/B7), Ashford International Hotel, Ashford,
Kent. Additional guests Tanith Lee, Mike Collins. £50 reg; £55 at door. Day:
£30, £35 at door. Children £15 or £10/day. Contact 26 King’s Meadow View,
Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
27-8 Sep 03 • Phoenix Convention (P-Con), Ashling Hotel, Parkgate St,
Dublin 8. Another alternative to the cancelled Octocon 03. Euro20 reg to 7
Jan, Euro25 to 21 Apr, Euro30 thereafter, Euro35 at door; Euro10 supp.
Contact: Yellow Brick Road, 8 Bachelors Walk, Dublin 1, Ireland.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. “There are more nutters on the road than at a Star Trek
Convention.” (Quentin Wilson, Britain’s Worst Driver, C5) [SG]
230

Still More Awards. Whitbread Prize: yet again this literary award lists genre
material in its children’s category. Shortlist: Julie Bertagna, Exodus; Hilary
McKay, Saffy’s Angel; Celia Rees, Sorceress; Philip Reeve, Mortal Engines.
Both Exodus and Mortal Engines are sf. [FM] • National Book Award (US):
Nancy Farmer won the Young People’s Literature category with her sf novel
The House of the Scorpion.
Publishers and Sinners. Just to confuse us all, Tor Books UK is launching
in March 2003 as an sf/fantasy imprint of Pan Macmillan.
R.I.P. Mal Ashworth, UK fan since the 1950s, died in an Otley pub on 27
November; he was 69 and for years had suffered heart problems which kept
him from conventions. [IS/DW] Mal’s chief fanzines were Bem (1954-59)
and Rot (1955-63), the latter briefly revived in 1984. He continued to write
exuberant articles and letters for other fanzines (and sent Ansible a cheery
postcard in mid-October). All sympathy to Mal’s wife Hazel, herself a major
1980s fanzine publisher with Lip. Dave Wood writes: “Mal was a lifelong
friend and will be sorely missed. For fifty years we have bounced in and out
of each others lives, sometimes months or years passing without contact but
when we did it was as if we were continuing a conversation from the
previous day.... There are many more things that could be said about Mal,
including his wonderful fan writings, his quirky sense of humour, his
encyclopaedic knowledge of beers. Then of course there was his secret life as
a filthy pro – back in the 50s he had a story accepted by Red Star Weekly (or
was it Silver Star Weekly?) a wimmin’s pulp magazine....”
• Hilary Bader, Emmy-winning US comics and TV scriptwriter who wrote
for Star Trek: TNG, ST: Voyager, Xena and other genre series, died from
cancer on 7 November; she was 50. [PB]
• James Coburn (1928-2002), Oscar-winning US actor whose sf films were
The President’s Analyst (1967) and Looker (1981), died at age 74 on 19
November, following a heart attack. [SG]
• Bert Granet, the US TV producer responsible for The Twilight Zone, died
on 15 November aged 92. [L]
• Jerry Sohl (1913-2002), US sf author and TV scriptwriter, died on 4
November aged 88. His first sf story (in Galaxy) and his debut sf novel The
Haploids both appeared in 1952; he later wrote for The Twilight Zone and
Star Trek.
• Lionel Trippett (1935-2002), CND campaigner who in the 1970s was a
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London sf editor, died on 31 July; he was 66. David Garnett remembers him
as “one of the first book editors to go to a convention. I first met him in
Worcester at Eastercon in 1971, by which time he’d read and liked the script
of my third novel (Time in Eclipse) but he couldn’t publish it because Arrow
didn’t do paperback originals. (Back in olden times, few publishers did.) But
if I could find a hardback publisher, Lionel would take the paperback rights
for £250. This was why I started selling to Robert Hale – and they beat
Arrow down to £200. Half to me, half to them. (Chris Foss was paid £250 for
the cover when, in 1976, Arrow did the paperback edition.) By then, Lionel
had moved on to Mayflower. The only other things I persuaded him to
publish were a couple of Avram Davidsons. (The Island Under the Earth and
The Phoenix and the Mirror, both 1975, Mayflower.)”
Utopiales, France. Andy Sawyer braved the apocalypse: “According to the
December Fortean Times the ‘Neo-Phare’ sect, based in Nantes and headed
by someone called Arnaud Mussy, predicted that ‘Nantes will be consumed
by the apocalypse on 24 October. All life will cease and the Earth will be
invaded by flying saucers carrying “beings of light”.’ I can confirm that this
didn’t actually happen. The only invasion I noticed while there for the 2002
Utopiales sf festival included the customary disreputable crew of usual
suspects, some of whom may have been beings of light in the guise of
Samuel R. Delany, Brian Aldiss, James Morrow, K.W. Jeter, David Brin,
Rob Holdstock, Chris Priest, Terry Bisson, Kathleen Ann Goonan, Liz
Williams, Alasdair Gray [who we hear was removed unconscious from the
bar each night], and Norman Spinrad. Robert Silverberg won the Prix
Utopia. Jamil Nasir won Best Foreign Novel for Tower of Dreams. Graham
Joyce won Best Foreign Short Story for ‘Leningrad Nights’. Rob Holdstock
won a special award for the new French edition of Mythago Wood, and
another Brit success was Andrew Parkinson’s ‘Mike Leigh zombie film’
Dead Creatures, which won an award whose name I can’t translate but which
I think is sponsored by cinema chains. • Shame about the missed apocalypse.
Perhaps we were having such a good time that we never noticed!”
Random Fandom. Justin Ackroyd’s Slow Glass sf bookshop in Melbourne
closed for the last time on 26 October; sales continue by mail order and on
line at http://www.slowglass.com.au/.
• Andrew A. Adams “has just stepped down from the Interaction committee
due to the pressure of his personal and professional commitments.” [PT]
232

• Paul Cornell’s 42nd and final SFX column appeared in the Dec 2002 issue:
“Having an epiphany every four weeks was starting to break my
concentration too much.” Hey, I’ll have you know that I just had my 101st
and ... er, what was I saying?
• Peter Darby was momentarily excited by e-mail from the Sci-Fi Channel,
“offering me the opportunity to ‘get Taken on your desktop.’ Sadly, they’re
probably just referring to the new Spielberg mini-series.”
• Kurt Erichsen won the 2002 Rotsler Award for fanzine artwork. The award
was established in 1998 as a memorial to the late great Bill Rotsler. [MG]
• Michelle “Cuddles” Drayton-Harrold, “gave birth today [1 December].
Xavier Tarot & Xanthe Tegan were born 7 weeks early. Although in
incubators they are doing fine and breathing without any assistance.”
• Linda Krawecke is doing sponsored walks for Cancer Research “in utter
gratitude for just being alive and well” following her recent breast cancer
diagnosis and mastectomy: “All post-op checks have given me the all clear.”
• Damien Warman also had bad news: “Continuing in my effort to emulate
John Foyster in all things, I have arranged to be diagnosed with cancer.
However, my aim being less than accurate, I have ended up (ho ho) with
cancer of the bum rather than cancer of the head.” Surgery on 15 November
successfully removed a rectal adenocarcinoma, and after highly encouraging
biopsy reports Damien was allowed home on the 21st. Get well soon.
Copyrights and Wrongs. Emily Somma, a Canadian author, has published a
distant sequel to Peter Pan using some of the original Sir James Barrie
characters. This is fine in Canada, where Barrie’s work entered the public
domain 50 years after his death in 1937. The same should apply in the USA,
but Great Ormond Street Hospital – granted the Peter Pan copyright in
perpetuity by Parliament – is unhappy. Its New York lawyers have demanded
that Somma cease and desist, which cuts little ice in Canada, and are
attempting to block distribution of her After The Rain: A New Adventure for
Peter Pan in the United States, where certain Hollywood interests are on the
hospital’s side.... [LP]
Fanfundery. TransAtlantic Fan Fund. The 2003 eastbound TAFF race is on,
with a healthy slate of four candidates: Randy Byers, Colin Hinz, “Orange”
Mike Lowrey, and Curt Phillips. The winner travels to Seacon ’03, the UK
Eastercon. Ballots available by request from Ansible, or on line at
http://home.attbi.com/~vmgonzalez/taff.html. This race allows on-line voting
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too – a TAFF first. Voting closes 10 February.
Outraged Letters. Paul Barnett has been banging his head against the wall
since the Associated Press report of a new movie (rated PG-13 despite an
already-famous view of George Clooney’s bare bottom): “Solaris, based on
the novel by Stanislaw Lem, stars Clooney as a widowed astronaut forced to
deal with his grief in space. It’s a remake of a 1972 Russian film.” Paul
grumbles: “Yes, and West Side Story is a rewrite of a 16th-century play.”
• Matthew Davis warmed the cockles of my heart: “I was working in a public
library earlier this year.... One day I was trying to find a paperback that had a
request on it in the children’s section, which is organized supposedly by age
ranges. Guess what I found in the paperback carousel ‘G-M’ for ages 8-12?
Yes, that classic of children’s literature The Leaky Establishment. I changed
the details on the catalogue, but it had been out at least twice, if I remember,
so at that rate it shouldn’t take long for the cheque in author’s rights to pay
for the stamp to send the cheque that pays for the stamp.”
• Simo will not let us forget: “I got the first proofs of Hitchhiker through last
week and was rather disturbed to find that, according to the title page, it’s the
autobiography of Douglas Adams. Perhaps I’m channelling his spirit.
• Nobody seems to have noticed that the 1985 movie Troll (script by novelist
and Fangoria editor Ed Naha) recounts how the forces of darkness are
repelled by the magical powers wielded by an ordinary young boy named ...
Harry Potter. I’m surprised no enterprising video label has thought to retitle
and reissue that one.”
Nova Awards. Administrator Steve Green announces that Britain’s longestablished fanzine awards have now been dragged kicking and screaming
into the 1990s: “New rules being instituted for the Nova Awards extend
eligibility to electronic fanzines. In order to be eligible, an e-zine must be: (a)
a complete publication in itself (unlike, say, an online journal); (b) available
in printed form for those who specifically request it, for ‘the usual’ (a
reference hardcopy should be also lodged with the Nova Awards
administrator at 33 Scott Road, Olton, Solihull, B92 7LQ); (c) released
between 1/10 of the preceding year and 30/9 of the current year. In addition,
editors from Eire are now eligible.”
Small Press. Jonathan Coleclough sighted the elusive maestro of Hooting
Yard: “I met Frank Key on Sunday, and he asked after you (as a Londoner,
he probably assumes that everyone in the hamlet of Reading knows each
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other.) He did a short and bewildering recitation on stage between acts by an
amusing American singer and a dapper saxophone trio. I chatted to him a bit
afterwards. He has returned to writing after a long hiatus, and remains
reassuringly Key-esque. I came away with Issue One of his new periodical
Crunlop! which contains many ornithological references (including a paean
to the bufflehead), and also rashly promises that Hooting Yard is to publish
The Ignorant Ornithologist, the journals of a fanatical bird spotter who
knows absolutely nothing about birds.” £20 for 10 issues of Crunlop! – plus
Arcane Extras – to P.J. Byrne, 5 Crusoe Ct, Woodhouse Rd, Leytonstone,
London, E11 3NY.
• 3SF magazine, edited by Liz Holliday for Ben Jeapes of Big Engine, was
launched at Novacon in November. Contact 31 Shottsford, Wessex Gdns,
London, W2 5LG (editorial); PO Box 185, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 1GR
(subs).
• Spectrum SF reached its ninth quarterly issue, in which publisher/editor
Paul Fraser notes that the future schedule will be “occasional”, say twice a
year. No unsolicited submissions. Contact 53 Waverley Pk, Kirkintilloch,
Glasgow, G66 2BL.
Group Gropes. London First Thursdays. After exploratory pub crawls,
voting favours a 2003 return to the City area (of One Tun fame) with The
Barley Mow, 50 Long Lane, not far from the Barbican and the BSFA meeting
venue. [PNN] The usual fannish dithering continues.
The Dead Past. Ten Years Ago: J.G. Ballard, 62 on 15 November 1992, was
rewarded with a Sunday Times birthday notice as “science fiction writer and
novelist”. What, both? (Ansible 65, December 1992)
Thog’s Masterclass. Sensitive Mainstream Dept. “[They] walked off in
separate directions through the chaparral to stand spraddlelegged clutching
their knees and vomiting. The browsing horses jerked their heads up. It was
no sound they’d ever heard before. In the gray twilight those retchings
seemed to echo like the calls of some rude provisional species loosed upon
that waste. Something imperfect and malformed lodged in the heart of being.
A thing smirking deep in the eyes of grace itself like a gorgon in an autumn
pool.” (Cormac McCarthy, All the Pretty Horses, 1992) [PB]
• Neat Tricks Dept. “He started pushing her buttocks up until they had almost
disconnected.” (Nancy Taylor Rosenberg, Interest of Justice, 1993) [PB]
• “His nose wrinkled at the smell of blood and sought permission to cover the
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body with a sheet.” (Peter Tremayne, “Methought You Saw A Serpent”, in
Shakespearean Detectives ed. Mike Ashley, 1998) [EO]

Endnotes
Interaction (Worldcon 2005, Glasgow) is publishing a newsletter reporting
on “behind the scenes” activity, Sailing the Clyde:
http://www.interaction.worldcon.org.uk/backroom.htm .
DUFF Stop Press. US co-administrator Naomi Fisher writes “The 2003
Down Under Fan Fund (DUFF) race is underway! We have fine candidates in
the teams of Guy & Rosy Lillian and Mike & Linda McInerney. • The
winners will travel from North America to attend the 42nd Australian
National Science Fiction Convention (Swancon 2003), April 17-21, 2003, in
Perth, West Australia.” Ballot and information at
http://home.pacbell.net/jgelb/duff2k.html. Or from Naomi Fisher & Patrick
Molloy, PO Box 9135, Huntsville, AL 35812-0135, USA; or Julian Warner,
13 Frederick St, Brunswick, Victoria 3056, Australia.
Ansible 185 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2002. Thanks to Celyn Armstrong,
Paul Barnett, Mike Glyer, Steve Green, Locus, Farah Mendlesohn, Emmet
O’Brien, Lloyd Penney, Plokta News Network, Colin Smythe, Ian Sorensen,
Paul Treadaway, D. West, and Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group),
Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Australia). 5 Dec 02.
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A Year of Thog: 2002
As always, the most distressingly popular department of Ansible was the
regular Thog’s Masterclass slot, a showcase for genre and sometimes even
non-genre prose best classed as “differently good”. Thus:
January. “The first smart rock overloaded the Phinon’s shields and it
collapsed to nothing but a smile of satisfaction on Rick’s face.” (Jeffery
D.Kooistra, Dykstra’s War, 2000)
• “This wasn’t like him. But he had just vanquished an alien race singlehandedly. It was natural he’d be different after that.” “‘I’m going to remove
the skull so I can watch what happens in the brain when I make you my
mate,’ he said. ‘No one has ever determined if there is any actual physical
response in the brain.’” (Rodman Philbrick & Lynn Harnett, Abduction,
1998) [FR]
February. “Somehow, the mackerel paté of memory had escaped its
wrapper, skipped its kitchen dish, and turned into a flickering silver shoal,
darting and twisting in terror against an empty darkness.” (“Gabriel King”,
The Wild Road, 1997) [BA]
• Dept of Climbing Plants. “There were clumps of forest filled with strange,
intertwined trees and brachiating fungi.” (Alan Dean Foster, Star Wars: The
Approaching Storm, 2002)
March. Dept of History. “The remains gave off a strong earth smell. It
suggested great age, century piled upon century in which this jumble of now
articulated bones had lain forgotten in the volcanic silt of John Day Canyon.
They had been ancient already when Christ reportedly spun fishes and loaves
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from thin air. Older still when Moses allegedly parted the Red Sea.” (Kirk
Mitchell, Ancient Ones, 2001) [NR]
• Dept of Simile. “He sounded like a dead child discovering that eternity is
some buzzing, languorous dream of Bath.” (M.John Harrison, “Running
Down”, 1975) [BA]
• Dept of Strange Endowments. “Her slender chest rose and fell gently and
slowly with her sleeping inhalations, her small breasts and rather larger
nipples outdenting the flimsy fabric of her ragged tunic ...” (Fritz Leiber, The
Knight and Knave of Swords, 1988) [BA]
April. “The zeppelin of bluster Feldman excoriated Freddy with suddenly
popped into a cloud of humility.” (David Grand, The Disappearing Body,
2002) [MMW]
• “Schofield and Logan fought hard, covered in red emergency lighting.”
(Matthew Reilly, Area 7, 2001) [MR]
• Dept of Posh Talk. “He abluted, accoutred, ate and arrived downstairs in the
communal vestibule in good time to be picked up by Hans.” (James
Lovegrove, “Piecework” in Hideous Progeny, 1999). [SHS]
May. Highbrow Dept. “Nordon dug out the ship’s plans and located the
approximate position from Jimmy’s report. Then he whistled softly and his
eyebrows climbed towards the ceiling.” (Arthur C.Clarke, The Sands of
Mars, 1951) [RG]
• One-Eyed Trouser Snake Dept. “Poring over the curves of her breasts and
hips, Patrick’s erection pulsed wildly.”
• “And then there was the old man she’d met that afternoon. He’d behaved as
if a wolverine were in his drawers when she’d mentioned Chris.” (both
Thomas Staab, Heart of Ice, Blood of Fire, 2000) [PB]
• “He was not as old in appearance as his age might have made him appear.”
(Gordon R.Dickson, Soldier, Ask Not, 1967) [ASR]
June. Litcrit Dept. “In these stories of madness and shivered reality, frissons
are the body language of the day.” (Edward Bryant, Locus, May 2002)
[MMW]
• Dept of Introspection. “‘Impossible to see, the future is,’ the small Jedi
Master replied, his great orbs still looking inward.” (R.A.Salvatore, Star
Wars Episode II: Attack of the Clones, 2002) It is suspected that Yoda is here
trying to read his own mind.
• Dept of Eyeballs in the Sky. “Marley’s great, popping black eyes bounced
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around the room, looking for any sign of retreat from any of the guests.”
(James L.Swanson, The Stuff That Dreams Are Made Of, 2001) [DH]
• Dept of Theology. “Remember the first commandment? Thou shalt not
kill?” (Jack Ketchum, Right to Life, 2002) [PB]
• Dept of Morbid Physiology. “His sweat was cold and clammy now, and
even his anus squeezed open and shut.” (Nick Mamatas, Northern Gothic,
2001) [PB]
July. “Her brother’s twitching eyes and bared buck teeth gave him the look
of a gopher on pure crystal meth, capable of anything, one way or the other.”
(S.M.Stirling, Island in the Sea of Time, 1998) [O]
• “When he spoke again he could barely suppress a yodel of irritation.” (Ian
McEwan, The Innocent, 1990) [PB]
• Dept of Logic, Pure: “After all, Roamers had disproved the impossible time
and again.” Applied: “In the vacuum of space no one could see beautiful lines
or shiny hulls anyway.” (both Kevin J.Anderson, Hidden Empire, 2002)
August. Dept of True Romance, or Smoking In Bed. “Tita timidly touched the
hard muscles on Pedro’s arms and chest; lower down, she felt a red-hot coal
that throbbed through his clothes.” (Laura Esquivel, Like Water for
Chocolate, 1992) [MMW]
• Purple Prose of Cairo Dept. “Yes. Unable to press her tongue against the
word, Briony could only nod, and felt as she did so a sulky thrill of selfannihilating compliance spreading across her skin, ballooning outwards from
it, darkening the room in throbs.” (Ian McEwan, Atonement, 2001) [LS]
September. Dept of Hugo Winners. “Mr Ibis said nothing, but he smirked
loudly.” (Neil Gaiman, American Gods, 2001) [RB]
• Neat Tricks Dept: “He held his left hand out in front of his face; palm down
and with his index finger raised six inches above his hand.” (Nigel Atkinson,
“An Exhalation of Butterflies”, Interzone, May 2002) [SL]
• Dept of Optimistic Pessimism. “Piles of floppyscreens lay scattered in the
corner next to a couple of empty wine glasses that were half full.” (Paul
Ebbs, Dr Who: The Book of the Still, 2002) [LC]
October. Detached Viewpoint Dept. “Isaac threw up his face and swung it
around him, desperately searching for light.” (China Miéville, Perdido Street
Station, 2000) [JK]
• Long Division Dept. “The moment you draw a circle, pi exists. Yet it’s
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entirely irrational. There’s no rational answer to the sum ‘twenty-two over
seven’. You can divide twenty-two by seven for ever but you never get a real
definite answer.” (Ian Watson, Alien Embassy, 1977) [HW]
• Golden Flow of Rhetoric Dept. “Other-ness plays the same part in urinating
as in producing poetry.” (Colin Wilson, The Philosopher’s Stone, 1969) [LP]
• Eyeballs Dept. “Her wide, dark eyes crawled over me like spiders.” (Manly
Wade Wellman, “The Spring”, 1979) [LP]
• Dept of Pre-Emptive Threats. “Captain, you will long have known that I
consider Mote Prime the greatest threat to humanity since the Dinosaur Killer
struck Earth sixty-five million years ago.” (Larry Niven & Jerry Pournelle,
The Gripping Hand, 1993) [PB]
November. Dept of Eyeballs in the Sky. “‘Seigneur, I have invented forty
new dishes for to-night’s banquet,’ Francois said pathetically, his eyes
creeping out until they hung on the rims of their sockets like desperate people
wavering on the edges of precipices.” (George Viereck & Paul Eldridge,
Salome The Wandering Jewess, 1930) [BA]
• Neat Tricks Dept. “They don’t kill any of them but the women are – how
you say – mutilated. Same way. And beheaded.” (Charlee Jacob,
“Bonerider”, in Decadence ed Monica J. O’Rourke, 2002)
• “Mark pulled Anna’s blue bikini top off her shoulders and slid them down
to her waist.” (Nicholas Kaufmann, “V.I.P. Room”, ibid) [PB]
December. Sensitive Mainstream Dept. “[They] walked off in separate
directions through the chaparral to stand spraddlelegged clutching their knees
and vomiting. The browsing horses jerked their heads up. It was no sound
they’d ever heard before. In the gray twilight those retchings seemed to echo
like the calls of some rude provisional species loosed upon that waste.
Something imperfect and malformed lodged in the heart of being. A thing
smirking deep in the eyes of grace itself like a gorgon in an autumn pool.”
(Cormac McCarthy, All the Pretty Horses, 1992) [PB]
• Neat Tricks Dept.
• “He started pushing her buttocks up until they had almost disconnected.”
(Nancy Taylor Rosenberg, Interest of Justice, 1993) [PB]
• “His nose wrinkled at the smell of blood and sought permission to cover the
body with a sheet.” (Peter Tremayne, “Methought You Saw A Serpent”, in
Shakespearean Detectives ed. Mike Ashley, 1998) [EO]
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An unfunny thing happened to the Ansible e-mail list on 14/15
December, when someone contrived to send a “Happy Christmas” message
with an infected attachment (Klez worm) to the entire list, using a back-door
address I hadn’t known about. Apologies all round. The list was rapidly
disabled and moved to a more secure server at Glasgow University by hero
sysadmin Naveed Khan, though not before everyone received several
confusing bounce messages and a deliberate spam: there had to be one
fugghead, didn’t there? For details of the New Deal, send e-mail to Ansiblerequest@dcs.gla.ac.uk, with the word “help” – no quotes – in the subject line.
• Belated New Year greetings to all!
OOPS.

The Thaumalogicon
Ray Bradbury is interviewed in the January 2003 issue of The Writer.
Doubtless you’ve all been itching to know what the old master thinks about
contemporary science fiction authors: “... I do not read those writers. [He
laughs.] Well, first of all, I don’t read them because when you’re working on
a novel, you are always a little worried that somebody else has already had
that same idea. And then also because I can’t really find any love and passion
in what they write.” [LW]
Ursula Le Guin was chosen this month as SFWA’s twentieth Grand Master,
with a formal presentation to follow at the Nebula ceremony in April. Her
first sf story appeared in 1962. [SM] • On 6 December she led a 50-strong
peace march in Portland OR, and delivered a writers’, editors’ and artists’
petition against war on Iraq to a local congressman.
Terry Pratchett committed trilocation on Saturday 7 December. That
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weekend, several hundred fans attended festivities celebrating the twinning of
Wincanton, South Somerset, England, with Discworld’s Ankh-Morpork –
featuring a sausage-and-mash feast so oversubscribed that it was split across
three separate pubs, two of them supplied with proxy Pratchetts to entertain
and propose the toast after dinner. “Terry provided spare hats to the two
substitutes to enhance the illusion of him being in three places at once.... The
shop of the Cunning Artificer (the wonderful Bernard Pearson) now has a
plaque on the wall outside declaring that it is the Ankh-Morpork Consulate.”
[CR] All for charity. Conspiracy theorists may link this story with a curiously
inept press release from StarCity Entertainment Centre in the Midlands,
promising showings of a recent film entitled Lord of the Rings, Twin Towns.
[NE]
Joel C. Rosenberg, author of The Last Jihad (heavily promoted in the US of
late), is not “our” Joel Rosenberg the sf/fantasy author. Who wrote: “I know
nothing about the book, but I do hope that it’s good, and will do well, for
both the obvious reasons, and the self-centered one that, perhaps, some of his
readers will accidentally pick up my books.”
Emily Somma clarifies Great Ormond Street Hospital’s attempts to block US
publication of her Peter Pan sequel After the Rain: “The reason why there is
no issue in Canada is because the GOSH didn’t apply for an extended
copyright here for the 1904 play (Peter and Wendy). So, in Canada, all of
Barrie’s works (including the play) are public domain. In the US though, the
GOSH has an extended copyright on the play until 2023. I think that by US
copyright law, if my work was a similar expression to the play ... which it’s
not ... but if it were, the GOSH could ask for royalties. (And actually I did
offer them royalties from the outset ... not because I had to ... but as a
goodwill gesture.) Legally though, they can’t block a publication, or order
someone to ‘cease and desist’ as they did to me because they felt (and
expressed in writing) that my book created or creates unfair competition for
them. I think I can tell you this, because this part is already out in the open.”
Jonathan Weir resigned as Amazon.co.uk reviews editor on 18 November,
to become marketing and publicity boss for the Voyager sf/fantasy imprint at
HarperCollins UK. He replaces Susan Ford, who has left HC to work from
home. What’s the outlook for the motley band of freelances (personal interest
declared) who were regularly commissioned to write the official
Amazon.co.uk reviews? Jon mentions “lots of worried publishers left
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wondering what will happen to the SF and Fantasy at Amazon now. After
glancing, with sinking heart, at the now rather barren SF page at Amazon, I
can’t help but wonder myself....”

Coniaker
22 Jan • BSFA Open Meeting, Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London, EC1.
7pm on, fans present from 5pm. Guest speaker TBA. Or not.
7-9 Feb • Quinze (filk), Holiday Inn, Ipswich. £25 reg. Contact 155 Long
Meadow, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP21 7EB. Phone 01296 331055.
21-23 Feb • Redemption (B5/B7), Ashford International Hotel, Ashford,
Kent. £50 reg; £55 at door. Day: £30, £35 at door. Children £15 or £10/day.
Contact 26 King’s Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
22 Feb • Picocon 20, Imperial College Union, London. GoH Dr Jack Cohen,
Gwyneth Jones. £8 reg, students £5, ICSF £2. Contact ICSF, IC Students U,
Beit Quad, Prince Consort Rd, London, SW7 2BB.
1-2 Mar • Microcon 2003, University of Exeter, Devon. GoH Jasper Fforde;
other guests. £3.50 advance reg, £5 at door (students £3.50). Contact Flat A3,
11 Kingdom Mews, Exeter, EX4 4BU.
27-8 Sep • Phoenix Convention (P-Con), Ashling Hotel, Parkgate St, Dublin
8. GoH announced: Ken MacLeod. Now £16/Euro25 reg; £20/Euro30 from
21 Apr, £22.50/Euro35 at door. Contact: Yellow Brick Road, 8 Bachelors
Walk, Dublin 1, Ireland.
24-6 Oct • They Came and Shaved Us, Fairways Hotel, Dundalk, Co.
Louth, Ireland. GoH Robert Rankin, FGoH Pádraig Ó Méalóid. Now £30 reg
to 13a Bridge Rd, Uxbridge, Middlesex, UB8 2QW; or £(I)45/Euro45 to 123
Carnlough Rd, Cabra West, Dublin 7, Ireland.
Rumblings • ConJosé (Worldcon 2002) has an estimated surplus of some
$60,000, and last month passed on donations of $10,000 to each of the next
three Worldcons, Torcon 3 (Toronto 2003), Noreascon 4 (Boston 2004) and
Interaction (Glasgow 2005), plus a further $1,000 to the World SF Society
Mark Protection Committee. [KS]

Infinitely Improbable
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As Others See Us. A change from the usual litany of contempt for sf and
fantasy! Novelist Joanne Harris of Chocolat fame, asked to choose her six
favourite books for The Week (28 Dec), came up with a distinctly fannish
selection: The Gormenghast Trilogy, Lord of the Flies, Fahrenheit 451,
Salammbô, Lolita and Zelazny’s A Rose for Ecclesiastes. [DG] • Meanwhile,
for those unsure of the precise genre of Star Trek: Nemesis, a Salisbury
cinema sign reveals the answer: “Romantic Comedy”. [JG]
Glittering Prizes. Philip K. Dick Award for US paperback originals: here’s
the shortlist. Carol Emshwiller, The Mount and Report to the Men’s Club and
Other Stories; Kay Kenyon, Maximum Ice; Karin Lowachee, Warchild;
China Miéville, The Scar; Jeff VanderMeer & Forrest Aguirre (ed.),
Leviathan Three; Liz Williams, Empire of Bones. [GVG] • UK New Year
Honours. Ridley Scott was knighted. Peter Ackroyd (whose literary fantasies
include Hawksmoor and The House of Doctor Dee) and Brian Cox (an actor
with several TV sf credits, including Red Dwarf and The Cloning of Joanna
May) received the CBE.
Sic Transit Gloria. “Neil Gaiman? Don’t know who he is....” Thus Graham
Norton on Channel 4, as he scanned a website that listed famous ex-residents
of East Grinstead. [SG]
R.I.P. Nicolai Mikhailovich Amosov (1913-2002), Russian-born engineer,
heart surgeon, keep-fit pundit and author whose “sleeper awakes” sf novel
was translated in 1970 as Notes from the Future, died at his Ukraine home on
12 December, aged 89. [PB]
• Walter Cole, an active New York fan for more than half a century (head of
the Centaurian League in 1948, and for decades an officer of the Lunarians
club) was found dead in his apartment on 7 December. He was 69. [AIP]
• Thomas E. Fuller, US author of several short fantasy and horror stories
since 1990, died on 21 November aged 54. His story “The God of Midnight”
(Realms of Fantasy, 1996) was co-written with Brad Strickland, with whom
he also wrote 14 young adult novels, mostly mysteries. [L]
• Ian MacNaughton (1925-2002), director of almost every episode of Monty
Python’s Flying Circus and of the first Python film And Now For Something
Completely Different (1971), died in Munich on 10 December following a car
crash; he was 76. In an earlier acting career, he appeared in the sf film X The
Unknown (1956). Paul Barnett remembers: “He was one of the nicest,
friendliest of men. It’s little realized that, without him and his faith in this
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oddball new series, Monty Python’s Flying Circus might have had an
extremely hard job making it to the screen, if at all ... I’ve always regarded
him as the extra, uncredited Python.”
• Glenn Quinn, Irish actor who played the half-demon Doyle in the first series
of Angel, died early in December aged 32. [ISFN]
• Kenneth Tobey (1919-2002), US actor who appeared in more than 100 films
and played a lead role in the classic The Thing From Another World (1951),
died on 22 December. He was 83. [BB]
In Typo Veritas. A recent SFWA Bulletin article on the Vingean Singularity,
by Robert Metzger, interestingly appeared with all superscripts shown as
normal text. Thus it emerges that the human brain has “something like 10
billion neurons, where we’ll use scientific notation of 1010 to denote this
large number (in Vernor’s case we would naturally suspect many more). This
specialized cell looks like a miniature starfish, with about 104 (10,000)
arms.... Where those arms meet a synapse is formed.... Do the math and you
find that there are 1014 of these synapses. [...] At the time I write this, the
most advanced microprocessor ... is made up of about 108 transistors. That’s
certainly a big number, but still one million times smaller (106) than the
number of connections in your head (perhaps 107 in the case of Vernor).”
[DL] • In similar vein, Book Trade News Digest reported a financial coup on
13 December: “Rare Harry Potter book sells for 000. / A woman who bought
a Harry Potter book for 99 today sold it for 000 at auction.” [MC]
Nebula Campaign Trail. Here’s Robert Metzger again, spreading sweetness
and light across America as reported by Lawrence Person: “Many SFWA
members have received copies of Robert A. Metzger’s The Picoverse not just
signed, but inscribed with a personal note praising their own work. Any
egoboo this might have given the receiving writers was quickly washed away
by the fact that almost every active U.S. member of SFWA seems to have
received an inscribed copy (a quick survey showed only one writer, whose
name begins with ‘W’, who hadn’t received one: ‘It’s probably taking him a
while to get through the whole SFWA directory’), and that inscribed copies
were already showing up at used bookstores across the country. Indeed, it
seems likely that uninscribed copies are rarer than inscribed ones....”
Random Fandom. Cardinal Cox was installed as Poet Laureate on 17
December, and will occupy this vital post for a year. Poet Laureate, that is, of
Peterborough.
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• Kathryn Cramer & David G. Hartwell were (for some reason or other) too
distracted to let me know earlier about their latest collaboration: “Elizabeth
Constance Cramer Hartwell, born October 21, 3:28 pm, 6lbs, 10 oz. Mother
and baby in fine condition.”
• Rafe Culpin suggests a New Year resolution for conrunners: publish the
hotel’s postcode, so travelling fans can use websites that produce maps and
route plans based on postcodes.
• John Foyster embarked on chemotherapy for his brain tumour in
November, and deftly summed up the experience so far: “Yuck!”
• Craig Miller confirms: “I have an answer from Michael Nelson, the Hugo
Administrator for the 2003 Worldcon. If you want Ansible to move into the
Semi-Prozine category, it will be in the Semi-Prozine category.” Here we go!
Thog’s Double Entendres. “Teletubbies. The friends play a game explaining
what it is to be ‘on top’ and ‘underneath’.” (Radio Times)
Outraged Letters. Stephen Baxter never rests: “I’m not sure why but I’m
writing a short history of Warhammer fiction for Vector. It was always a bit
of a laugh, with heresies and lawsuits and collapses and bouncing cheques
and all the rest.”
• David Bratman was first to say it: “Let me be the 5,271,009th person to
remind you of an additional genre credit for the late James Coburn: his turn
as the voice of multi-legged boss Henry J. Waternoose III in the Hugonominated Monsters, Inc.”
• Guy Haley reveals the Xmas party secrets of Future Publishing: “It was
James Bond themed, the highlight being an ‘Ice Palace’ with a bar made of
genuine ice and everything! It came complete with leggy/busty ladies in
small shiny outfits doling out free vodka. Needless to say, my head hurts like
a bastard today. Life in magazine publishing is so very hard.”
• Mike Moorcock on that 10 Downing Street reception: “Sorry to hear the
kids’ writers were rounded up by the Blairs to get smugged. I expect Tone
and Cher to feature in various guises as hypocritical villains in future juve
epics. This could affect voting patterns for decades to come. Dangerous
liaisons. Remember how the pop music world turned against them after a
bunch of musicians was invited to Number Ten? Good thing about politicians
is that they never learn, thus remaining perennially good originals for comic
roles. Made me think of the Blurrs as obvious characters from a William
book. In fact I’d swear I remember a suitable Thomas Henry illustration for
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William and the Pious Politician.”
• Lloyd Wood grumbles about the jacket blurb for that nice Mr Baxter’s
Evolution: “THE EPIC STORY OF LIFE ON EARTH TOLD BY THE NATURAL HEIR TO
ARTHUR C. CLARKE. Excuse me. Natural heir? You’d think that someone
publishing a book describing evolutionary biology (with a recommendation
from an evolutionary biologist on the back cover) would understand what
being a natural heir involves. What was Clarke up to in 1956?
• Still, suspect that the basic underlying theme of evolutionary biology (to
wit: in the end everything dies) is what will make this yet another cheery and
life-affirming Baxter read.”
Did Your Mother Throw Yours Out? A copy of the first issue of that
venerable UK children’s comic the Beano, dated 30 July 1938 and one of
only 9 known to exist, fetched £7,500 at auction last month. [LP]
Golden Oldies. In reaction to endless hype about the Best Young British
Writers promotion, Radio 4’s Front Row chose its list of the top ten over-70s,
including Brian Aldiss, J.G. Ballard and Doris Lessing. [FM]
Fanfundery. Victor Gonzalez reminds us all that TAFF voting closes on 10
February. Candidates for the trip to Europe and Seacon ’03 are (still) Randy
Byers, Colin Hinz, Mike Lowrey, and Curt Phillips.
Too Good To Czech. It’s always nice to have one’s work translated, and I
gloated over a freebie of Mamutí kniha Humoristické Fantasy (Prague, 2002)
until realizing that ten of The Mammoth Book of Comic Fantasy’s 35 stories
had been lost in translation, including mine. Also Mike Ashley’s editorial,
and his front-cover credit.... Poot.
C.o.A. Alan Keeley (“aka Mr Damage” [SG]), 28b Hewell Road, Barnt
Green, B45 8NE. Joel Lane, 739 Warwick Rd, Tyseley, Birmingham, B11
2HA. Andrew I. Porter and Algol Press, 55 Pineapple St #3J, Brooklyn, NY
11201-6846, USA: “My Post Office is moving in January, and in an effort to
achieve maximum confusion, they will renumber all the P.O. Boxes. Faced
with that plus much less volume of mail in the post-SF Chronicle days, I will
close the box, whatever the new number, in April.”
Small Press. Jeff VanderMeer’s Ministry of Whimsy Press became an
imprint of Night Shade Books on 1 January. “With 2003 used for planning
and set up, the Ministry will return in 2004.”
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Group Gropes. London First Thursdays. Indecisiveness continues: despite
repeated double-bookings, the Silver Cross in Whitehall still has some
fannish support and remains the venue for the 6 February meeting. Other
pubs currently suggested are The Red Lion, Kingly St (off Regent St), and
The Barley Mow, 50 Long Lane. Exploring parties may inspect one or both
for evidence of Weapons Of Mass Drunkenness on 6 February, setting out
from the SC around 8pm. Bernie Peek helpfully notes that fans who hate the
Silver Cross so much that they’ve stopped turning up have hardly been in a
position to argue their case there. Mark Plummer, who tentatively booked the
SC until March, sums up: “There are still a reasonable number of people who
see no need for a move at all. Some oppose the Barley Mow because it’s in
the Barbican/Farringdon area – descriptions of its remoteness lead me to the
conclusion that this must in fact be a suburb of Tripoli – while the Red Lion,
if some critics are to be believed, doesn’t sell beer at all!
• Personally, I suspect that even if its ale is insufficiently real we’ll probably
end up at the Red Lion, maybe from March....”
• City Illiterates: the tiny meetings every Friday evening move to the Red
Lion (as above) from 10 January.
The Dead Past. Thirty Years Ago: “There’s to be a seminar and exhibition of
American sf at the American Embassy, Grosvenor Square, London, on the
26th of January.” Also, John Brunner read his sf poetry to the Poetry Society
on 11 January. (Peter Roberts, Checkpoint 29, 13 January 1973.) Both events
were taped for posterity by Gerald Bishop and the BSFA Tape Library:
whatever became of that, I wonder?
Thog’s Masterclass. Kessel Run Dept. “‘By the way, we don’t talk of speed
in space,’ he [Professor Lucius Brane] explained. ‘We speak of it only in
terms of gravity – so many gravities.’ [...] ‘We are now on the cosmic jets at
one twentieth exposure. At full exposure you would be travelling at not less
than twelve gravities, which in terms of speed would be very fast indeed.’”
(Captain W.E. Johns, Kings of Space, 1954)
• Secrets of Invisibility Dept. “We came to your world as fugitives from a
great planet that once formed part of the solar system – a planet composed
entirely of ultra-violet substances ...” (Clark Ashton Smith, “The Invisible
City”, 1932) [BA]
• Legend of Sleepy Hollow Dept. “I rolled my head to an empty quadrant of
the hall.” (Richard Morgan, Altered Carbon, 2002) [MS]
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Endnotes
Dave Hardy and his space art are to appear in Patrick Moore’s The Sky at
Night: “The programme will be broadcast on Sunday 2 February (late at night
as usual), repeated on Saturday 8th at a more respectable hour. I go down by
car to Patrick’s on 23 January to record it.”
Fanfundery. John Foyster’s 1979 GUFF trip report Stranger in Stranger
Lands (print edition 1996) can now be read on line in all the glory of its
Second Edition, at: http://efanzines.com/JFGUFF/index.html
Jeff VanderMeer poses a question which had not occurred to me: “Why are
there so many entrances to hell in the UK?” He’s been looking at
http://www.entrances2hell.co.uk/ ... Not for nothing was our late Queen
Mother known, in her giddy youth, as Buffy.
Ansible 186 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2003. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Paul Barnett, Barbara Barrett, Mat Coward, Neil Elkes, David Garnett, Jason
Gorringe, Steve Green, Martin Hoare (for festive silliness), Irish SF News,
David Levine, Locus, Farah Mendlesohn, Steve Miller, Lloyd Penney,
Andrew I. Porter, Colette Reap, Martin Sketchley, Kevin Standlee, Gordon
Van Gelder, Leslie What, and Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Birmingham
SF Group), Janice Murray (North America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart
(Thyme/Australia). 8 Jan 03.
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It’s hard to find words for the new Shuttle disaster of 1 February,
but Ken MacLeod provided this epitaph:
COLUMBIA.

“Husband, McCool, Anderson, Brown, Chawla, Clark, Ramon.
“Komarov, Grissom, White, Chaffee, Dobrovolsky, Volkov,
Patsayev, Resnick, Scobee, Smith, McNair, McAuliffe, Jarvis,
Onizuka.
“These names will be written under other skies.”

The Master Plan
Diana Wynne Jones continues to be doomed: “I am suffering from
concussion – have been since a car accident before Christmas – and at the
moment it seems never ending. ‘Yes,’ says my doctor cheerfully, when I told
him I felt my brain had hit the inside of my face, ‘that’s just what it did. Then
it bounced back and hit the back of your skull, probably more than once.’ Oh,
fun.”
Katherine MacLean has been named as this year’s SFWA Author Emeritus,
to be honoured at the Nebulas over Easter. She began publishing sf in 1949
and won a 1971 Nebula for “The Missing Man”. [SL]
Michael Swanwick reports from the memorial service for Virginia Kidd in
Milford on 20 January (see R.I.P. below). “In attendance were family, past
and present members of the Virginia Kidd Agency, David Hartwell and
Kathryn Cramer with offspring, Eileen Gunn and John Berry, and Thomas
Disch, as well as a varied group of friends from outside the SF community.
Virginia’s daughter, Beth Blish Genly, revealed that her last words were
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‘This is the best glass of water I ever had,’ and everyone who knew her
agreed that the zest encapsulated in that simple statement pretty much
summed up her entire life. • After the service everybody gathered at
Arrowhead, Kidd’s home-and-office, to reminisce. A surreal note was added
by the fact that all the time a videotape of Virginia, bedridden and talking
steadily and calmly, ran with the sound off high in the corner of one room.
Because it was a large-screen TV, Virginia remained, even in death, larger
than life.”
H.G. Wells isn’t often news these days, but various sf groups including
SFWA have been offered the stupendous opportunity to buy a “historic
property”, the Baker Street flat where Wells lived in the early 1930s.
According to owner Maggi Bonner Fox, “Although the property has been
fully modernized I have endeavoured to restore and maintain many of the
character features that would have been evident when Mr. Wells was in
residence.” (Young Fabian Society groupies, perhaps?) Rush your offers to
47 Chiltern Court, Baker St, London, NW1 5SP. [JF]
Gary Westfahl is to receive the SF Research Association’s Pilgrim Award
for lifetime critical contributions, at the SFRA event in June. [L]

Conclamatio
7-9 Feb • Quinze (filk), Holiday Inn, Ipswich. £25 reg. Contact 155 Long
Meadow, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP21 7EB. Phone 01296 331055.
10 Feb • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London (top floor). With Pat
Cadigan, Ellen Datlow, and Stephen Baxter. 6:30pm. “Yes, it is a Monday –
switching to Tuesday isn’t possible at the moment”
21-23 Feb • Redemption (B5/B7), Ashford International Hotel, Ashford,
Kent. £50 reg; £55 at door. Day: £30, £35 at door. Children £15 or £10/day.
Contact 26 King’s Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
22 Feb • Picocon 20, Imperial College Union, London. GoH Dr Jack Cohen,
Gwyneth Jones. £8 reg, students £5, ICSF £2. Contact ICSF, IC Students U,
Beit Quad, Prince Consort Rd, London, SW7 2BB.
26 Feb • BSFA Open Meeting, Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London, EC1.
7pm on, fans present from 5pm. Guest speaker TBA. Or not.
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1-2 Mar • Microcon 2003, University of Exeter, Devon. GoH Jasper Fforde;
other guests. £3.50 advance reg, £5 at door (students £3.50). Contact Flat A3,
11 Kingdom Mews, Exeter, EX4 4BU.
7-9 Mar • Mecon 6, Senior Staff Common Room, Queen’s University,
Belfast. GoH Peter F. Hamilton. £15 reg, £18 at door; day rates also
available. Contact 12 Hopefield Ave, Belfast, BT15 5AP, N. Ireland.
30 Mar • Fantasy Fair, The Cresset Exhibition Centre, Bretton,
Peterborough. 10:30am-4pm. Contact 5 Arran Close, Holmes Chapel,
Cheshire, CW4 7QP; phone 01477 534626.
18-21 Apr • Seacon ’03 (Eastercon), Hanover International Hotel, Hinckley,
Leics. GoHs: Chris Baker, Chris Evans, Mary Gentle. £45 reg ($68, Euro75)
or £22 ($35, Euro37) supporting only. Contact 8 The Orchard, Tonwell,
Herts, SG12 0HR. All single rooms in main hotel now booked.
3 May • New Myths? SF, Fantasy and Horror (academic conference),
Bucks Chilterns Univ Coll, High Wycombe. Probably £25 reg (£15 unwaged)
inc lunch. Contact Dr Andrew M Butler, D28, Dept of Arts & Media, Bucks
Chilterns Univ College, High Wycombe, HP11 2JZ.
31 Oct - 2 Nov • ArmadaCon 15, Copthorne Hotel, Plymouth. Contact 88
Knighton Rd, St Judes, Plymouth. Phone 0780 1492114.
2-6 Sep 04 • Noreascon 4 (62nd Worldcon), Boston, MA. $140 reg, rising to
$160 on 1 March 2003. Children’s rates will stay the same, $105. Supporting
membership $35. Mastercard and Visa accepted. Contact PO Box 1010,
Framingham, MA 01701, USA.
Rumblings • Noreascon 4 is taking up its option to award Retro Hugos for
1953 work, as none were given in 1954. The Hugos haven’t missed a year
since then, and Retro Hugos are allowed only 50, 75 or 100 years after a
Hugoless Worldcon, so the Retros will then fall into merciful oblivion until
the 2014 committee decides whether or not to award the Hugos that weren’t
presented at the first Worldcon in 1939.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. “Close encounters of the prolonged kind: Steven
Spielberg’s mini-series Taken will please science fiction fans but everyone
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else should prepare to laugh in the wrong places.” (BBC website) [RN]
Likewise, one Adam Smith calls Taken “... his smash hit ten-part series (well,
sci-fi viewers loved it – there was some criticism in the wider world) ...”
(Radio Times, Jan) [POM] Was the uncritical enthusiasm of sf fans
ascertained, one wonders, by actually asking any?
Glittering Prizes. Arthur C. Clarke Award shortlist for 2003: David Brin,
Kil’n People (US Kiln People); M. John Harrison, Light; China Miéville, The
Scar; Christopher Priest, The Separation; Elizabeth Moon, Speed of Dark;
Kim Stanley Robinson, The Years of Rice and Salt. Winner to be announced
at the usual Science Museum ceremony on 17 May.
• BSFA Awards shortlist: NOVEL Jon Courtenay Grimwood, Effendi; M. John
Harrison, Light; Gwyneth Jones, Castles Made of Sand; China Miéville, The
Scar; Christopher Priest, The Separation; Kim Stanley Robinson, The Years
of Rice and Salt. • SHORT Greg Egan “Singleton” (Interzone 176); Neil
Gaiman, Coraline; Sean McMullen, “Voice of Steel” (SciFiction); Paul Park,
“If Lions Could Speak” (IZ 177); Charles Stross, “Router” (Asimov’s 9/02);
Michael Swanwick, “Five British Dinosaurs” (IZ 177). • ARTWORK Peter Gric,
“Experiment 1” (TTA 31 cover); Dominic Harman, IZ 179 cover; Fraser
Irving, “My Name is Death” (2000AD Prog 1289); Joachim Luetke,
illustrating “The Routine” (TTA 31); Richard Marchand, “Obliquitese” (TTA
32 cover). • RELATED PUBLICATION Nick Gevers interviews Chris Priest (IZ
183); David Langford, intro to Maps: The Uncollected John Sladek; Oliver
Morton, Mapping Mars; Lucius Shepard, “The Timex Machine”
(Electricstory.com); Fred Smith, Once There Was a Magazine. Winners to be
announced at Seacon ’03. [TB]
R.I.P. Leslie Fiedler (1917-2003), mainstream critic who took an interest in
sf, died on 29 January aged 85. His genre work included the “historicalcritical” sf anthology In Dreams Awake (1975), and Olaf Stapledon: A Man
Divided (1983). [L]
• Ron Goodwin (1925-2003), UK musician and composer, died on 8 January
aged 77. His film credits include Village of the Damned (1960), the remake
Children of the Damned (1964), Day of the Triffids (1962) and The Spaceman
and King Arthur (1979); he was by then the in-house composer for all British
Disney productions. [SG]
• Virginia Heinlein, widow of Robert A. Heinlein and editor of his selected
letters (Grumbles from the Grave, 1989), died on 18 January; she was 86.
255

Joel Rosenberg wrote: “It was a peaceful passing; she’s been talking for some
time about how it was getting to be time to go.”
• Virginia Kidd (1921-2003), US literary agent and sf anthologist (twice in
collaboration with Ursula Le Guin), died on 12 January after prolonged
illness. Best known as an sf agent, she wrote some fiction – her first solo
story was “Kangaroo Court” in Damon Knight’s Orbit 1 (1966) – was
married to James Blish 1947-1963, and brought a strong feminist viewpoint
to the genre. Her agency work continued to the last although she was long
bedridden and immobile.
• John Mantley (1920-2003), TV writer and producer whose sf novel was The
27th Day (1956; film with JM’s script 1957), died on 14 January; he was 82.
• Daphne Oram, pioneer of electronic music who in 1957 persuaded the BBC
to launch its Radiophonic Workshop (famed in sf for the 1963 Dr Who theme
music), died on 5 January aged 77. [BB]
• Peter Tinniswood (1936-2003), UK author and scriptwriter most popular for
radio and TV work, died on 9 January after long treatment for oral cancer. He
was 66. His idiosyncratic humour tended to the surreal and fantastic; the
outrageous cricket stories are set in what’s virtually an alternate world, while
The Stirk of Stirk (1974) is a comic-heroic fantasy that didn’t make it into the
Encyclopedia.
Media Watch. A question posed in the 15 January instalment of that naughty
e-bulletin Popbitch might make an interesting Ansible competition if I could
think of a suitable prize (and, of course, if I ever dared to publish the
answers): “Which Star Trek officer likes to pay high-class prostitutes to
pleasure themselves with a large dildo while he reclines in an armchair
listening to classical music?” [SG]
Roll That Log. It’s Hugo nominations season again, and some discreet hints
are being dropped about the Best Related Book category. Oliver Morton
urges correspondents to note that his Mapping Mars is not just another popscience book but “deals with specific works, themes and tropes of science
fiction as part of its subject matter.” Although the rules for this category
discourage anthologies, Kathryn Cramer wonders whether her and David G.
Hartwell’s The Hard SF Renaissance might be in with a chance, presumably
on the basis of its critical content. This is a terrible temptation to place in the
way of D. Langford, who edited and wrote the critical introduction to Maps:
The Uncollected John Sladek ... no, no, get thee behind me, Kathryn!
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• Meanwhile the publishers of the Canadian fanzine The Voyageur placed a
double-page ad in the fourth Torcon (Worldcon 2003) progress report, urging
us to nominate it and its frequent contributor Alex von Thorn (who would
have preferred not to be mentioned) for the fanzine and fan writer Hugos.
Who knows what ruthless counter-campaigning may follow?
• Ansible’s guilty retreat from the fanzine to the semipro category provoked
widespread apathy, a few approving nods from fanzine editors, and one
pained reproof. Kent Brewster of Speculations wrote: “I wish you wouldn’t; I
have a horrible feeling that you’ll wind up pushing Speculations off the
ballot. Are you serious about this?” You just can’t please everybody.
Random Fandom. Jim Battista charmed me with his revelation on Usenet
that the great Forrest J Ackerman “had a bit part as Judge Reinhole in Nudist
Colony of the Dead. Of all the musicals I’ve seen about zombie nudists who
kill only fundamentalist Christians, it was the most recent.”
• Alice Bentley’s Chicago sf bookshop The Stars Our Destination (founded
1988) is yet another which is to close, after clearance sales now in progress.
Again, trading continues by mail order and on line at
http://www.sfbooks.com/. [BH]
• BSFA Shock Horror! One of the terrors of holding a sinecure position on
the Council of the British Science Fiction Association Ltd is that you (all
right, I, and Steve Baxter and others) get threatening letters from Companies
House warning of £5,000 fines for all concerned, if the BSFA doesn’t deliver
its overdue company return by mid-February. Argh! Get a move on, nice
BSFA treasurer, please pretty please....
• Kim Huett, our smoke-blackened man in Canberra, sent alarming reports
from the front line as bush fires consumed whole suburbs and forests. Kim,
living just three streets from the line of devastation, is shaken but unharmed.
• The Internet Speculative Fiction Database, a useful non-profit resource, ran
into trouble on 17 January when the host ISP (your-site.com) disabled its
database search facility for being too popular for its own good, with well over
3,000 queries being processed each day. See the ISFDB supremo Al von
Ruff’s lament at http://isfdb.org/whatsnew.html.
Small Press. Eidolon: The Journal of Australian SF and Fantasy (31 issues
1990-2000) has officially ceased publication. Eidolon Books will continue;
likewise web activity with Australian SF Online.
Ansible 181 Footnote. It was widely assumed in sf circles, and so reported in
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A181, that comics man Grant Morrison had joined the far from exclusive
ranks of those who have written caricatures of Gregory Feeley into their sf.
But see this interview extract forwarded by an eagle-eyed reader.... RICHARD
JOHNSTON: “Yes, Greg Feely. In The Filth, your central character is initially
named Greg Feely and described in rather unflattering terms, depicted as a
sad, lonely man, masturbating to transsexual pornography and suspected by
his neighbours of being a paedophile? What relation is he to sci-fi critic Greg
Feeley, and has Feeley covered your work in any detail of late?” GRANT
MORRISON: “I’d never heard of this sci-fi critic Greg Feeley until Harlan
Ellison called me and said ‘Nice one mate! Greg Feeley must be squirming
after that....’ And I said ‘WHO?’ I don’t read science fiction books or watch it
on telly so I’m not really familiar with that subculture at all.” (Dynamic
Forces website) [PH] Once again the fickle finger of fate proves to be
insecurely attached to the long arm of coincidence. Allegedly.
Hazel’s Language Lessons: Mailu. darikaran to cook secretly;
daribedaubedau to cook to a pulp; daribunubunu to cook in the wrong pot;
daridaroro to cook lazily; darigidigididi to cook to bits; dariputara to
undercook (of sago); dariwuwu to be unaccustomed to cooking. (From P.A.
Lanyon-Orgill, Dictionary, 1944) [G via MP]
C.o.A. Bill Bodden moved in with Tracy Benton at 108 Grand Canyon Drive,
Madison, WI 53705, USA.
Wooden Rocket Awards, to be presented annually for “online excellence in
the science fiction and fantasy genre”, were announced on 30 January. There
are 17 assorted categories, and the first presentation is scheduled for June
2003. From the press release: “Award Director Mark Lewis has this to say
about the new awards: ‘It’s ironic, given the first Internet connection was
established on the UCLA campus in 1969, that we’ve now stepped into the
new millennium without any award worthy of the name being established for
online science fiction and fantasy. / Even the darling[s] of the field, the Hugo
Awards given out annually at the World Science Fiction Convention, sadly
do not yet have a permanent category to recognise web site excellence.’ / If
you include all the related media searches such as Star Wars, Star Trek and
Lord of the Rings, almost 9 per cent of the search engine Google’s traffic is
related to science fiction and fantasy ... although you would be hard pressed
to find recognition of this by big Internet awards such as the New Media
Awards or the Webbies.” Welcome to the As Others See Us department,
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chaps! Further details at http://www.WoodenRocket.com.
Fanfundery. Last warning: TAFF voting closes on 10 Feb. Candidates are,
still, Randy Byers, Colin Hinz, Mike Lowrey, and Curt Phillips.
Group Gropes. London First Thursdays. There’s still a 6 February meeting
at the Silver Cross in Whitehall, and Tony Cullen has launched The Inertia
Party, “devoted to continuing the First Thursday meetings at the Silver Cross
until we are convinced that a move is necessary. TIP would like to state at the
outset that a sufficient proportion of fans moving elsewhere will be
considered sufficient justification for a move.” This implied challenge was
soon taken up by the Barley Mowmentum Party, fans who have given up on
the Silver Cross and invite all comers to join them on 6 February in The
Barley Mow, 50 Long Lane. As far as I know, investigations of The Red
Lion, Kingly St (off Regent St), by a party from the Silver Cross will still
take place that same evening.
The Dead Past. Twenty Years Ago. Martin Morse Wooster reported: “Harlan
Ellison is the only SF superstar to grace the pages of The American
Bachelor’s Register, compiled by the learned editors of Playgirl as a guide
to, er, ‘hunks’. Ansible readers wishing to abandon their lives to the conquest
of Mt. Ellison are advised that frontal assault is desirable: ‘Don’t play panther
games with me,’ Ellison warns. ‘Don’t circle round and round my fire.’”
(Ansible 31, February 1983)
Thog’s Masterclass. True Romance Dept (or, The Fingers Have It).
“Discreetly glancing around, my fingers gingerly wriggled into the
embroidered hole of her panties ...” (Joseph Covino Jr, Prince of the
Perverse, 2002) [PB]
• Dept of Dimensional Analysis. “If you could enlarge the human body, blow
it up to a vast size, you would see that it was literally nothing but a swirling
mass of cells and atoms, clustered together into smaller swirls of cells and
atoms.” (Michael Crichton, Prey, 2002) [PB]
• Dept of One-Off Use. “Passing over the roadie’s ceramic teeth was a tongue
that would help the man form a single word.” (P.P. Hartnett, Rock’n’Roll
Suicide, 2002)
• Dept of Pleonasm. “Truth had at last become time-urgent.” (Martin Amis,
Koba the Dread, 2002)
• Dept of Arresting Simile. “When he was yet a million miles away the bright
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ring of fire that marked its portal filled the sky in front of him, flexing and
twisting like the devil’s anus in spasms of immortal agony.” (Alan Glasser,
The Demon Cosmos, 1978) [PY]
• Relativity Dept. “‘I once read somewhere,’ said Peter, ‘that a minute on
Mars is equal to a year on our Earth, so that would be the reason why
everything is terrifically speeded up.’” (Prof A.M. Low, Adrift in the
Stratosphere, 1937)

Endnotes
Eurocon 2003 (Finncon X/Baltcon) announces a short story competition,
entries to be in English. Ahrvid Engholm urges us to read the full and frank
details at ... http://www.finncon.org/baltastica
Diana Wynne Jones talks about fantasy, and reads from her latest, at the
Bath Literature Festival: Guildhall, 9 March, 2:30pm. Tickets £6, concessions
£4. 01225 463362 or buy on line at ... http://www.bathlitfest.org.uk/
Late Breaking News. Douglas Adams is a candidate for “Author of the
Year” in the British Book Awards, decided by public vote (deadline 20 Feb).
The opposition consists of David Attenborough, Martina Cole, Ian Rankin,
Donna Tartt and Sarah Waters. Read all about it:
http://www.publishingnews.co.uk/pn/pnbb_shortlist_authoroftheyear.asp
Ansible 187 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2003. Thanks to Paul Barnett,
Barbara Barrett, Tanya Brown, Jo Fletcher, Steve Green, Guardian, Bill
Higgins, Peter Hollo, Sharon Lee, Locus, Robert Newman, Pádraig Ó
Méalóid, Mark Plummer, Pete Young, and Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton
(Birmingham SF Group), Janice Murray (North America), SCIS (the Storm
Constantine Information Service), and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Australia). 3
Feb 03.
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Happy St David’s Day! Here in Reading the daffodils aren’t quite
in bloom, but I’ve marked the occasion by taking a leek.
1 MARCH.

The Twisted World
Mike Ashley, whom we have long suspected of criminal tendencies, is
shortlisted for an Edgar Allan Poe award (the crime field’s Hugo): his The
Mammoth Encyclopedia of Modern Crime Fiction made the final ballot under
Best Critical/Biographical. Another familiar name in this category is Peter
Haining with The Classic Era of Crime Fiction. Also, Graham Masterton is
up for Best Paperback Original with Trauma.
Sam J. Lundwall, dean of Swedish sf authors, has publicly and permanently
resigned from SFWA (where for many years he’d been an Overseas Regional
Director) after failing to persuade that many-headed organization to oppose
war on Iraq. “The response was, to put it very mildly, rather negative ... I had
hopes for so much more. I have so many friends in the US. I have spent more
than 30 years in the SFWA, doing my little bit. Now I realize it was all in
vain.”
Ken MacLeod has been in the news again, sort of. TV addict Andrew M.
Butler excitedly reports that the TV comedy The Book Group (UK Channel
4) has a novelist character called Ken MacLeod, usually referred to as Kenny.
After another character had sex with and then broke up with him, sf fans
thrilled to the resonant line ‘You’re a lousy lay, Ken MacLeod.’ Any
publicity, they say, is good publicity.
Will Self pondered Ben Okri’s suggestion that living British authors should
be honoured by having streets etc. named after them, and felt that “none of
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the British writers I know and admire would dream of accepting such a tinpot accolade.” With one possible exception. “I dare say J.G. Ballard would be
tickled by the thought of announcements on incoming London flights of the
form: ‘Would you please fasten your seatbelts, as we will soon be landing at
Ballard Airport, newly named after the author of Crash ...’” (Evening
Standard, 31 Jan) [JB]

Conto
7-9 Mar • Mecon 6, Senior Staff Common Room, Queen’s University,
Belfast. GoH Peter F. Hamilton. £15 reg, £18 at door; day rates also
available. Contact 12 Hopefield Ave, Belfast, BT15 5AP, N. Ireland.
11 Mar • Douglas Adams Memorial Lecture, Royal Institution, London,
W1. 7:30pm. Richard Dawkins “marvels at the ‘strangeness of science’”.
Tickets £15, in aid of the gorilla and rhino charities of which Adams was
patron. Contact 020 7357 7474 or katy@savetherhino.org.
15 Mar • Interaction Open Meeting, City Inn, Finnieston Quay, Glasgow,
G3 8HN. From 10am-ish. With 2005 Worldcon site visit “if there is enough
interest”, and evening social event. Hotel £65/room including breakfast.
Book directly: 0141 240 1002, fax 0141 248 2754.
26 Mar • BSFA Open Meeting, Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London, EC1.
7pm on, fans present from 5pm. Guest speaker TBA. Or not.
30 Mar • Fantasy Fair, The Cresset Exhibition Centre, Bretton,
Peterborough. 10:30am-4pm. Contact 5 Arran Close, Holmes Chapel,
Cheshire, CW4 7QP; phone 01477 534626.
5 Apr • The Goldfish Factor, SF Foundation/BSFA free event, featuring
both AGMs. St Bride Institute, Bride Lane, London, EC4Y 8EQ; 11am-6pm.
GoH: Ian Watson, Kim Newman. To conclude with a screening of A Short
Film About John Bolton by Neil Gaiman.
12-13 Apr • Unconvention 2003 (Forteana), Commonwealth Institute,
London. £27.50 or £17.50/day, plus 50p postage for ticket(s). Contact IFG, 9
Dallington St, London, EC1V 0BQ. 020 7687 7058.
18-21 Apr • Seacon ’03 (Eastercon), Hanover International Hotel, Hinckley,
Leics. GoHs: Chris Baker, Chris Evans, Mary Gentle. £45 reg ($68, Euro75)
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or £22 ($35, Euro37) supporting only. £60 at the door. Day rates £30 Sat or
Sun, £15 Fri or Mon. Contact 8 The Orchard, Tonwell, Herts, SG12 0HR. All
single rooms in main hotel now booked.
1-3 Aug • Finncon X – Eurocon 2003, Turku, Finland. Admission free!
Contact Turku SF Society, PL 538, 20101 Turku, Finland.
31 Oct - 2 Nov • ArmadaCon 15, Copthorne Hotel, Plymouth. £28 reg, £25
concessions; rates to rise later in the year. Contact 88 Knighton Rd, St Judes,
Plymouth. Phone 0780 1492114.
25-27 Feb 05 • Redemption 05 (B5/B7), Hanover International Hotel,
Hinckley. £35 reg rising to £40 after 9 Mar 03, £45 after 21 Apr 03, £55 at
door. Contact 26 Kings Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
Rumblings • Interaction, the 2005 Glasgow Worldcon, can now accept
membership payments on-line: www.interaction.worldcon.org.uk.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. SF was once again defined in a 27 Feb Newsnight
discussion of whether designer babies could lead to a genetic underclass as in
Gattaca. Professor Steve Jones explained that this was a ridiculous
speculation, since “Gattaca is a science-fiction film – it’s cowboys and
Indians with rocketships.” [TK] • George Clooney applies a familiar spin to
that remake of Solaris: “Believe me, Fox wasn’t thrilled to do a $47 million
sci-fi film that has nothing to do with sci-fi and everything to do with a man’s
belief system.” (Interview, Time Out, Feb 12-19) [PE]
Nebula Finalists (or, Charlie Stross Conquers The World!): NOVEL Kelley
Eskridge, Solitaire; Neil Gaiman, American Gods; Ursula K. Le Guin, The
Other Wind; Robert A. Metzger, Picoverse; China Miéville, Perdido Street
Station; Michael Swanwick, Bones of the Earth.
• NOVELLA Adam-Troy Castro, “Sunday Night Yams At Minnie and Earl’s”
(Analog 6/01); Richard Chwedyk, “Bronte’s Egg” (F&SF 8/02); Andy
Duncan, The Chief Designer (Asimov’s 6/01); Charles Coleman Finlay, The
Political Officer (F&SF 4/02); Bud Sparhawk, “Magic’s Price” (Analog
3/01).
• NOVELETTE M. Shayne Bell, “The Pagodas of Ciboure” (The Green Man);
Richard Bowes, “The Ferryman’s Wife” (F&SF 5/01); Ted Chiang, “Hell is
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the Absence of God” (Starlight); Gregory Frost, “Madonna of the
Maquiladora” (Asimov’s 5/02); Allen Steele, “The Days Between” (Asimov’s
3/01); Charles Stross, “Lobsters” (Asimov’s 6/01).
• SHORT Carol Emshwiller, “Creature” (F&SF 10/01); Jeffrey Ford,
“Creation” (F&SF 5/02); Megan Lindholm, “Cut” (Asimov’s 5/01); Jack
McDevitt, “Nothing Ever Happens in Rock City” (Artemis); Tim Pratt “Little
Gods” (Strange Horizons); Michael Swanwick, “The Dog Said Bow-Wow”
(Asimov’s 10/01).
• SCRIPT Shrek, “Unreasonable Doubt” (The Dead Zone), The Fellowship of
the Ring; “Once More with Feeling” (Buffy).
R.I.P. Lana Clarkson (1961-2003), the 41-year-old actress shot dead at
record producer Phil Spector’s home on 3 February, had several minor genre
credits: the Conanesque Deathstalker (1984) and Barbarian Queen (1985),
Amazon Women on the Moon (1987), etc. [SG/GW] She had also attended
numerous US comics and media conventions. [AIP] • Bob Smith (19302003), British-born Australian fan whose links with Melbourne fandom
began in the 50s, died from cancer on 24 February. He was 72 and is survived
by his wife Lyn. Bruce Gillespie writes: “Bob Smith was one of Australia’s
most stalwart fans during the fifties and sixties, dropped out after the 1972
Sydney convention, which he helped organize, and reappeared during the
1990s, with many letters of comment to Australian and overseas fanzines.
Always cheerful, well informed and opinionated, he will be much missed.”
Thog’s Unfortunate Turns of Phrase. “Supernatural thriller writer Doug
Clegg has been known as an innovator. In order to bring attention to himself
and try to bore a solid core of genre fans, he became one of the first ever to
give an e-book away for free on the Internet.” (PWDaily, 7 February 2003,
spotted by Paul Barnett.)
Censorship Horror! Our one e-mail subscriber at parliament.uk was denied
his February issue by some strange power which has yet to master the
apostrophe: “Ansible 187
• This is to advise you that your email has been blocked and will be deleted
by the Houses of Parliament in due course since we believe it has
inappropriate content. The intended recipient has not received the email.
• In the event that you believe the email has been blocked incorrectly please
contact the intended recipient directly to discuss it’s release.” The Register
reports that this new, prudish blocking system objects not only to raunchy
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Ansible but to MPs’ own e-mail discussions of legislation about s*x....
Random Fandom. Tony Cullen has hot news from the February reading at
Borders: “Pat Cadigan, having visited Rome, announced that she is now
styling herself ‘La Dolce Diva’.”
• Hal O’Brien spotted a fannish analogy in the business news: “Jeff Bezos –
Will Bezos pull off another banner year? In 2002, Amazon turned a profit
and was the best-performing stock on the Nasdaq. Then again, these days
that’s a little like owning a top-of-the-line mimeograph machine.” (Fortune, 3
Feb 2003)
• Greg Pickersgill feels crowded out of house and home by Memory Hole
fanzine library duplicates. “Ideally I want to pass them on to British fanzine
fans. Now I really do understand that there ain’t no more such thing hardly at
all, but I’m giving you what is pretty much the last chance, for if no-one bites
at this I am going to start dumping them. In fact you have until Easter 2003 to
do something about it, so contact me direct: gregory@gostak.demon.co.uk. I
will pay postage on cartons sent Inland UK, and I will even pay your fuel
costs if you care to drive here and collect large quantities. This is a great
opportunity to find out which are the good fanzines – the old fashioned way,
by reading through a goddamned lot of them and making your own mind up.”
3 Bethany Row, Narberth Rd, Haverfordwest, SA61 2XG. Hurry up: the MH
distribution service will close soon owing to lack of UK interest.
Outraged Letters. Steve Baxter “happened to be in NYC when the Columbia
news broke. All very sombre. I take no pleasure in my prediction of such a
thing in Titan, published in 1997. I predicted a crash of the oldest orbiter,
Columbia, on reentry as that’s the second most dangerous time of the mission
after launch, and in 2004 (not 2003) as I knew there’d be more than 100
missions by then and the odds were on a failure. But I guessed an internal
failure rather than a problem with the tiles, as it looks to be as I write. The
fact that this was going to happen sometime only enhances the courage of
those who climb aboard those beasts, I think. I remember being enthralled by
John Young’s first flight of Columbia; shame she won’t end up in the
Smithsonian where she belongs....” Later: “Of course the big winner from
Columbia, given the themes to the news specials I saw [in NYC], is anybody
who can play the French horn very very slowly.”
• Mike Moorcock grumbles: “Yeah I’m sorry about Columbia. I’m also
grateful that one of them didn’t come through our roof. Call me a cynic or
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something but I’m still feeling for the women and children who get hit by our
other rockets around the world and I just can’t seem to share in the common
lachrymosity. Though I think debris-looters are despicable.”
• Teresa Nielsen Hayden marvels: “SFWA stupidity once again astonishes all
onlookers. This time, it’s scheduling the Nebula ceremony for Easter
weekend. This puts it up against Eastercon, Minicon, Norwescon, the World
Horror Convention, CostumeCon, something or other in New Zealand, and
I’m probably forgetting a few more, plus two major religious holidays (it’s
smack in the middle of Passover).”
• Andrew I. Porter reproves: “I didn’t see an obit in Ansible for Mary Wesley
(1912-2002), who besides writing a whole bunch of ‘novels of British
Mores’, to quote the NY Times, also did The Sixth Seal (1969). This was a
post-nuclear holocaust novel in which most people and animals around the
world disappear in a burst of multi-colored snow. [...] Wesley, 90, died 30
December 2002 at home in Totnes, Devon, England.”
• Bob Rickard takes us on a topical trip down memory lane: “Remember the
Dune/Al Quaeda crossover stuff ... I’ve just realised that Herbert’s Emperor
of known space is called Shaddam ... did anyone else spot that?”
Fanfundery. TAFF: Randy Byers won the eastbound TransAtlantic Fan
Fund race and will attend Seacon ’03 at Easter as part of a UK TAFF visit
running from 6-24 April. Valid ballots that expressed a preference: NA 110 +
Euro 50 = 160 total. Breakdown of first place votes: Byers 45+28=73, Colin
Hinz 10+5=15, Mike Lowrey 22+8=30, Curt Phillips 32+9=41, Hold Over
Funds 1 (NA). [VG] Trailing candidates were eliminated in the first round by
the 20% rule. • DUFF: Guy & Rosy Lillian won the US-Australia Down
Under Fan Fund race with 101 first place votes, a simple majority. Trailing:
Mike & Linda McInerney (58), No Pref (12), Hold Over Funds (1), and a
solitary write-in for Harry Warner Jr. 170 valid ballots were cast. [NF/PM]
Red House Awards 2003. Contenders for these children’s book awards
(voted by children) include Lemony Snicket’s The Ersatz Elevator and Eoin
Colfer’s Artemis Fowl: The Arctic Incident in, respectively, the younger and
older readers’ categories. [FM] Presentations on 14 June.
Thog’s Science Corner. “As I think you were told before, thyrium-261 is not
indigenous to Earth. It comes from a binary star system called the Pleiades, a
system not far from our own. / Now, as you can probably imagine, planets in
binary star systems are affected by all sorts of forces because of their twin
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suns – photosynthesis is doubled; gravitational effects, as well as resistance
to gravity, are enormous. As such, elements found on planets in binary
systems are usually heavier and denser than similar elements found here on
Earth. Thyrium-261 is just such an element. / It was first found in petrified
form in the walls of a meteor crater in Arizona in 1972.” (Matthew Reilly,
Temple, 2000) [JS]
Speaking for Boskone. Our spies at Boskone 40 in Boston last month report
that Patrick and Teresa Nielsen Hayden were jointly awarded the New
England SF Association’s Skylark Award, presented in memory of Doc
Smith for contributions to the genre. Splendid!
• But Teresa seemed far more excited by a party incident that resonates with
my own bad behaviour long ago at the 1987 Worldcon: “Short version: Jo
Walton dumped her glass of Coke over David Brin’s head at the Tor party. /
Slightly longer version: Jo Walton dumped her glass of Coke over David
Brin’s head at the Tor party; all rejoice.”
• Meanwhile, Paul Barnett made a flying visit to Boskone as representative of
Martina Pilcerova, this year’s winner of the Jack Gaughan Award for sf art:
“Associated Press adds: ‘In accepting the trophy on Ms Pilcerova’s behalf,
grizzled nonentity Paul Barnett perorated to the gathered multitudes to almost
tedious length on matters artistic, such as the instance of Ms Pilcerova getting
somewhat interestingly smashed in Reno on pina colada, and Ms Pilcerova’s
unfortunate encounter with a portaloo in Buford (Pop. 2), Wyoming.’”
C.o.A. Seth Breidbart, 1300 Yale Place, Minneapolis, MN 55403, USA.
Flick, 14 Jeffreys Court, Jeffreys Rd, London, SW4 6QE. Omega & Harry
Payne, 24 Sycamore Ave, Potternewton, Leeds, LS8 4DZ. Howard Waldrop,
3213 Barton View Dr, Austin, Texas 78735-6934, USA.
Small Press. Eileen Gunn’s sf webzine The Infinite Matrix is short of funds
again, and has embarked on US public-radio-style fundraising, with much of
the good stuff withheld until readers contribute enough.
Group Gropes. Birmingham: Brum Group meetings, usually 2nd Fri each
month, are now upstairs at the Old Joint Stock, Temple Row. Chris Priest is
speaker on 14 Mar. 7:45pm; £4 admission, members £3.
• Reading: All meetings now in The Corn Stores, Forbury Rd – 7:30pm on
3rd Mon of month; every other Mon 9pm.
• London First Thursdays. The Barley Mow (50 Long Lane, between the
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Barbican and Farringdon tube stations) seems the closest we have to a
consensus venue from 6 March onward. Falling attendance at the Silver
Cross, and vocal opposition to this pub, have made meetings there unviable
despite residual support.
• London Prisoner Group: like other city groups this “has seceded from the
crisis-ridden Prisoner Society [Six of One] over its lack of accounts, elections
and AGM” [DL]. LPG, the last known Florence Nightingale sf group meeting
(4th Tue?), has moved to the Jubilee.
Mediawatch. On BBC Radio 4 Desert Island Discs (23 Feb), George
Clooney chose William Shatner’s recording of “Lucy in the Sky with
Diamonds” as a record he’d like to be marooned with, on the grounds that it
would help him escape from the island. As Clooney approximately put it, “If
this recording were playing, you’d hollow out your own leg to make a canoe
to get away.” [PW] • Paul Barnett ponders on “an interesting value
judgement” in Publishing News Media Direct e-zine: “STEPHEN KING’S BOOKS
are notorious[ly] hard to convert into successful movies, but Dreamcatcher
has the potential to be up there with The Shining, Carrie, Pet Semetary,
Misery and Christine.” Paul: “In other words, it could be Real Good like Pet
Semetary and Christine rather than crap like The Shawshank Redemption and
The Green Mile ...”
The Dead Past. 30 Years Ago: “The Sunday Times & Victor Gollancz Ltd
are offering £500 for the best unpublished sf novel and £500 for the best
volume of unpublished sf stories [by authors without prior sf book
publication] ... Judges will be Brian Aldiss, Arthur C. Clarke, Kingsley Amis,
& John Bush (of Gollancz).” (Checkpoint 33, 10 March 1973). Charles
Logan and the late Chris Boyce tied for the novel prize with Shipwreck and
Catchworld; the submitted collections were ransacked for an anthology
featuring debut sf stories by Garry Kilworth and D. West.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Too Much Information. “The patron licked his
fingers with saliva.” (Peter Senese and Robert Geis, Cloning Christ, 2002)
[ED]
• Eyeballs in the Sky Dept. “His itinerant brown eyes darted onto the dim city
street outside.” (Ibid.)
• Dept of Single Yet Amazingly Devastating Shots. “The Scorpion smirked
before sending a bullet into Francesco’s forehead. Looking around the blood
and gut-spattered dining room, the killer ...” (Ibid.)
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• Religious Burdens Dept. “‘The Crusader vision of our equestrian order is at
the service of our faith’ were words from Muhlor’s investiture into a
centuries old order of Church knighthood that he carried with him
everywhere.” (Ibid.)

Endnotes
Nepotism Corner. Not many rock stars get tour announcements in Ansible,
but I’ll make a rare exception for brother Jon: “Here are the UK tour dates for
The Waco Brothers/The Sadies/Jon Langford & His Sadies + ‘super sub’
Sally Timms. 25 March, Brighton: The Hanbury Ballroom, B/O 01273
325440. 26 March, Bristol: The Bonaventure, B/O 0870 4444 400. 27 March,
London: The Borderline, B/O 020 739 50777. 28 March, Chester: Telfords
Warehouse, B/O 01244 390090. 29 March, Edinburgh: The Subway, B/O
0131 226 7010. 30 March, Leeds: The New Roscoe, B/O 0113 245 5570.”
End of plug. Abnormal service will now be resumed.
Torcon 3. According to page 34 of PR4, the Toronto Worldcon has no
members from England, Scotland, Wales or the UK as a whole. The honour
of the British Isles is saved by 5 members from Ireland. [LP] However, the
listed Non-North American membership total is 75 greater than the sum of an
alphabetical country breakdown running from Australia to Switzerland,
which seems to offer a Clue....
Ansible 188 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2003. Thanks to John Birchby, Eve
Devereux, Philip Eagle, Naomi Fisher, Victor Gonzalez, Steve Green, Toby
Keeley, Dave Lally, Farah Mendlesohn, Patrick Molloy, Lawrence Person,
Andrew I. Porter, Yvonne Rousseau, Joe Slater, Peter Wareham, Gary
Wilkinson, and Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Birmingham SF Group),
Janice Murray (North America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Australia).
1 Mar 03.
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Ansible 189, April 2003
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
ISSN 0265-9816. Website: www.ansible.co.uk. E-mail: yes. Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Julia Morgan-Scott. Available for SAE, quantch,
pretonsuling or incoblapsimine.
Big Engine, my favourite British small press, has sadly run out of
steam. Ben Jeapes – founder and proprietor – explains: “I’m sorry to break
the sad news that Big Engine is going down.
• I’m seeking insolvency as the response to two stages of reasoning. (1) BE is
running out of capital and won’t be able to keep going as it is. This is not
insuperable, and it could be overcome with reinvestment and a renewed spurt
of time and energy on my part. But this brings me to (2), which is that I don’t
really want to reinvest. Over the last couple of years I’ve had to accept that
my strengths are as a writer, not as a businessman. I base this on the facts that
my writing has (a) been more enjoyable and (b) paid me more than Big
Engine since I started in 2000. I would feel awkward seeking reinvestment as
I couldn’t put my hand on my heart and say I would do the best that could be
done with the money. So, best not to.
• All the contracted authors have been informed; all the authors who have
manuscripts in with me will be (apologies to those who read this first). This
also means that 3SF will be suspended, at least pro tem. The ideal situation
would be to find someone who will take on the books and/or the magazine.
I’m putting out feelers but would welcome suggestions to
ben@bigengine.co.uk.”
GRIM NEWS.

The Productions of Time
Paul Barnett has resigned his art-editorial position with Paper Tiger in order
to spend more time being John Grant and writing actual books.
Arthur C. Clarke couldn’t resist responding to a query about Joycean
influence on 2001, in Roger Ebert’s Chicago Sun-Times “Movie Answer
Man” column (23 February): “Ashamed (?) to admit I’ve never read a word
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of Joyce – who I believe invented the useful name ‘quark’. Now involved
with a much better Irish writer – Lord Dunsany has asked me to write intros
to two of his g’father’s books.” [PM]
Peter Hamilton offers a travel tip for authors: “I was GoH at the Mecon 6
convention in Belfast [7-9 March], flying out from Stansted. Due to a
combination of forgetfulness and plain stupidity I didn’t have my passport or
driver’s licence with me when I checked in at the airline desk. Official UK
photographic identification of all passengers being the security requirement
these days, the lady behind the counter was resolutely not ever going to allow
the likes of me on board the plane without it. That is until I produced a copy
of the convention handbook, with a 2cm square, somewhat blurred, B&W
author’s photo of me on page 5. She let me go through. Oh, and it was a great
little con, too.”
David A. Hardy, our utterly famous sf and space artist, has now set his mark
on the skies: “Just heard that an asteroid has been named after me. (13329)
Davidhardy = 1998 SB32 ... Discovered 20 September 1998 by Spacewatch
at Kitt Peak. I was gobsmacked!”
Diana Wynne Jones was subjected to ruthless house style when attempting
to promote her new The Merlin Conspiracy: “Publicity for this book seems to
involve being photographed an unusual number of times – usually the same
local photographer appearing with a different hat on and a different book of
rules. Did you know that the Daily Mail insists that all women have to be
photographed in a skirt? And not in black. I had to buy a skirt.”
J.K. Rowling and Warner Bros. have begun legal action in Holland to
prevent the sale of Dmitry Yemets’s book The Magic Double Bass, featuring
the character Tanya Grotter. Copyright/trademark infringement and unfair
competition are claimed. (Publishers Lunch, 13 March)
Chelsea Quinn Yarbro is to receive the 2003 World Horror Convention
Grand Master Award at the event itself, later this month. [L]
Zoran Zivkovic, the Serbian sf author (born 1948) who’s a regular
contributor to Interzone, is in fact not Zoran Zivkovic the new Serbian Prime
Minister (born 1960). Though they do both live in Belgrade. [JH]

Conditory
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12-13 Apr • Unconvention 2003 (Forteana), Commonwealth Institute,
London. £27.50 or £17.50/day, plus 50p postage for ticket(s). Contact IFG, 9
Dallington St, London, EC1V 0BQ. 020 7687 7058.
14 Apr • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London (top floor). With Pat
Cadigan, Justina Robson, and Colin Greenland. 6:30pm.
18-21 Apr • Seacon ’03 (Eastercon), Hanover International Hotel, Hinckley,
Leics. £45 reg ($68, Euro75) or £22 ($35, Euro37) supporting only. £60 at
the door. Day rates £30 Sat or Sun, £15 Fri or Mon. Contact 8 The Orchard,
Tonwell, Herts, SG12 0HR. • Stop Press: Liz Holliday can’t make it to
Seacon, so her writing workshops there are cancelled.
23 Apr • BSFA Open Meeting, Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London, EC1.
7pm on, fans present from 5pm. Guest speaker TBA.
27 Sep - 3 Oct • Milford (UK) SF Writer’s Conference, Hedley House
Hotel, York. £15 reg plus £20 deposit against £40/night B&B. Published
authors only. Further workshop details from Liz Williams (Secretary), Top
Flat, 8 Bedford St, Kemp Town, Brighton, BN2 1AN.
27-8 Sep • Phoenix Convention (P-Con), Ashling Hotel, Parkgate St, Dublin
8. Euro25 reg, rising to Euro30 on 21 Apr, Euro35 at door; Euro10 supp.
Contact: Yellow Brick Road, 8 Bachelors Walk, Dublin 1, Ireland.
4 Oct • NewCon2, “Roadmender” club, 1 Ladys Lane, Northampton, NN1
3AH. 11am-6pm. GoH Stephen Baxter, Dominic Harman, Ben Jeapes. £8 reg
(£5 students/unwaged); £9 (or £5) at door. Cheques to Northampton SF
Writers Group, 16 Albany Rd, Northampton, NN1 5LZ.
24-6 Oct • They Came and Shaved Us, Fairways Hotel, Dundalk, Co.
Louth, Ireland. £30/£(I)45/Euro45 reg, rising to £35/£(I)55/Euro55 on 22
Apr. Sterling to 13a Bridge Rd, Uxbridge, Middlesex, UB8 2QW; punts/Euro
to 123 Carnlough Rd, Cabra West, Dublin 7, Ireland.
7-9 Nov • Novacon 33, Quality Hotel, Walsall. £32 reg, rising to £35 after
Easter. Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
25-27 Feb 05 • Redemption 05 (B5/B7), Hanover International Hotel,
Hinckley. Now £40 reg, rising to £45 after 21 Apr 03, £50 after 1 Sep 04.
Contact 26 Kings Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
4-8 Aug 05 • Interaction (63rd Worldcon), SECC, Glasgow. Still £75/$115
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reg, rising to £85/$135 on 1 June 03. Various discounts for presupporters etc.
Unchanged: £32/$50 child reg, £30/$45 supporting only. Contact 379 Myrtle
Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ. In North America: PO Box 58009, Louisville,
Kentucky, KY 40268-0009, USA.

Infinitely Improbable
Tiptree Award. This year’s winners are M. John Harrison’s novel Light and
John Kessel’s story “Stories for Men” (Asimov’s Oct/Nov 2002). [FM]
As Others See Us. The latest Sci-Fi Channel miniseries is adapted from
Children of Dune, and director Greg Yaitanes was quick to perform the
traditional Rite of Distancing: “‘I looked at this as a story of a family, not a
science fiction film,’ says Yaitanes, a Wellesley [Mass.] native who directed
an episode of Sci Fi’s The Invisible Man three years ago. ‘What’s great about
the film is there are empowered women in it. Science fiction traditionally has
had a male appeal to it.’ • What’s more, he says, his film offers a lot more
than ‘just hardware and monsters and explosions. There are real human
emotions, which is very, very rare in science fiction.’” (Boston Globe, 16
March) [DK]
R.I.P. Sir Hardy Amies (1909-2003), the Queen’s official dressmaker for 48
years, died on 5 March aged 93. The sf connection was his role as wardrobe
designer for 2001: A Space Odyssey. [GD]
• Howard Fast (1915-2003), US author of such historical bestsellers as
Spartacus (1951), who published much short sf and fantasy and was long
associated with F&SF, died on 12 March; he was 88. Fast’s genre collections
include The General Zapped an Angel (1970). [PB]
• Fred Freiberger (1915-2003), US screenwriter and producer responsible for
the second season of Space:1999, died on 2 March aged 88. He also worked
on Star Trek, The Six Million Dollar Man, Superboy, and The Wild, Wild
West, and wrote screenplays for 13 feature films including The Beast From
20,000 Fathoms (1953). [LP]
• Dame Thora Hird, UK actress who died on 15 March aged 91, inevitably
played genre roles in her long career – e.g. in the 1955 The Quatermass
Xperiment, whose success kick-started the Hammer Films sf/horror tradition.
[SG]
• Monica Hughes (1925-2003), Liverpool-born writer of children’s sf who
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lived in Canada since 1952 and won several literary awards, died on 7 March
aged 77. Her best-known sf work is the Isis trilogy: The Keeper of the Isis
Light (1980), The Guardian of Isis (1981), and The Isis Pedlar (1982). [O]
• Harry B. Warner Jr (1922-2003), long-time fan, fanzine publisher, historian
of fandom and indefatigable letter-writer, died at his fannishly famous home
address – 423 Summit Avenue, Hagerstown, Maryland – on 17 February. He
was 80. Harry’s fanzines included the 1940s Spaceways and the long-running
Horizons, published through FAPA ever since 1939; his fan histories of the
1940s and 1950s were All Our Yesterdays (1969) and A Wealth of Fable
(1976), whose 1992 expansion won him a nonfiction Hugo. He also received
1969 and 1972 Hugos as best fan writer, and was a guest of honour at the
1971 Boston worldcon. Like so many fanzine publishers around the world,
I’ve lost count of the kindly, conscientious and sometimes cranky letters of
comment he sent me over the decades. As Bruce Gillespie wrote at the start
of his own memoir, “I’ve regarded Harry Warner Jr for so long as the patron
saint of fandom that it will be very hard to get used to the idea of him not
being there.”
Oscars 2003. Fantasy was rewarded by the victory of Hayao Miyazaki’s
Spirited Away as Best Animated Feature, while The Lord of the Rings: The
Two Towers received the small consolation prize of wins for Achievement in
Sound Editing and Best Visual Effects. [SG]
Thog’s Translator Masterclass. “... there is practically no radioactivity in
the soil of this part of the galaxy.” (Stanislaw Lem, The Invincible, 1976
Penguin UK translation) [EO’B]
Rights or Wrongs? James Follett put out an incandescent release about
current BBC7 digital radio repeats of his 1981-82 sf radio series Earthsearch.
These were apparently “authorized” by the Authors’ Licensing and
Collecting Society, originally set up to collect fiddly sums like blanket fees
for academic textbook photocopying, and to distribute the take to ALCSregistered authors. Follett writes: “The BBC had not renewed their broadcast
rights. The previous year [2002], without my knowledge, the BBC had held
secret meetings with a company called ALCS Ltd and appointed them to act
as my literary agent and the literary agent for several other writers!
Furthermore, without any reference to me, ALCS Ltd had agreed a fee scale
of £10 per broadcast hour [rather than £450 per episode plus 50% for
broadcasting them twice a day, as negotiated in 1980] for the BBC to repeat
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my work, without my consent, without my knowledge, and without the
boring necessity of the BBC having to worry about securing copyright. My
total fee for the BBC7 repeat of the entire serial would be £100! Needless to
say, I’m not a member of ALCS and never have been. [...] To say that my
agent and I were ‘incandescent with rage’ would be a mild understatement.
Together we would’ve provided a respectable firework display except that it
was the BBC doing all the celebrating. Imagine waking up one morning to
discover that an estate agent that you had not appointed had put your house
on the market without telling you and, furthermore, was selling for 2 per cent
of its 1980 value!” Further developments are nervously awaited; I have asked
the Society of Authors to comment.
Random Fandom. Simon Bradshaw now wields the power of high, middle
and low justice as Chair of the SF Foundation (elected 8 March), Farah
Mendlesohn having stepped down after two terms of office.
• John Foyster continues to publish e-fanzines despite doom-laden noises
from the medical profession: “Oh, yes, at the end of February the doctors
noted that my earlier chemotherapy drugs weren’t being successful. Oh, dear.
Do you understand the meaning of ‘Palliative Care’?”
• Sharon Lewis (writes Jonjo) “would like to thank everyone who sent her
get-well messages during her stay in hospital for her appendectomy. She is
now feeling much better and is recovering at home.”
• Sue Mason is all agog: “A picture of mine will hang in the National Portrait
Gallery from 10th April until 22nd June. Wow!” The self-portrait, of Our Sue
belly-dancing, then goes on tour: Nat Gall Cardiff, 3 July - 30 Aug; Glasgow
Gall of Modern Art, 13 Sep - 16 Nov; Manchester Art Gall, 24 Nov - 20
January 04; Ormeau Baths Gall, Belfast, Feb-Mar 04.
Sapient Pearwood. A Pratchettian moment was spotted in a press release on
safety testing from the snappily titled European Association for the Coordination of Consumer Representation in Standardization: “In one test, the
luggage itself broke into the passenger compartment, potentially threatening
other occupants.” [ZB]
C.o.A. Mary Kay & Jordin Kare, 908 15th Ave E, Seattle, WA 98112, USA.
Tony Keen, 48 Priory St, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 2AN. John Richards
(temporary), Flat 1a, 45 Christ Church Rd, Doncaster, DN1 2QD.
Outraged Letters. John Brosnan found the grail: “In last Sunday’s Observer
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Magazine [9 Mar] best-selling author Wilbur Smith kindly passed on his
solution to the problem of writer’s block: ‘Even after writing 29 novels, I
hate the loneliness, the doubt. Usually halfway through a book I have a
serious depression, so I go on safari on my ranch in South Africa, or fishing
off my island in the Seychelles. When I come back and re-read it, I think,
“What was that all about, Smith? It’s fine, just get on with it.”’ So there you
have it. Just buy yourself a ranch in South Africa and an island in the
Seychelles and all your writing problems will disappear. It’s just so bloody
obvious I’m surprised it never occurred to me before.”
• Richard E. Geis points out a fundamental flaw in Ansible 188: “I see my
name was not in the issue, but I forgive you.”
• Simon R. Green muses on an aside from A188: “Buildings named after sf
writers, hmmm; The Moorcock Bordello?”
As Others See Us II. Further movie press-pack burblings: “In fact, it is this
very unknown aspect of the film’s subject that makes The Core not just
another science fiction movie. Says producer David Foster: ‘We’ve seen sea
adventures and space odysseys, but traveling into the core of the earth is
largely unexplored territory.’” Which, as groaning informant Dan Kimmel
notes, will no doubt come as a great surprise to the adapters of Verne’s
Journey to the Centre of the Earth and Burroughs’s At the Earth’s Core. •
Sita Williams, producer of the sf series The Last Train, explained that despite
suspended animation and asteroid impact, “It’s not science fiction, it’s post
apocalyptic fiction.” [GH]
Fanfundery. The fandom.co.uk and fandom.org.uk net domains, heroically
acquired by Michael J. Lowrey in 1999 to save them from the (now fallen)
evil empire Fandom.com, and paid for by him ever since, will be auctioned
by Randy Byers at Seacon ’03. Proceeds to TAFF.
Accolade. Alas, the UK sf author who was the key to the 8 March Spectator
crossword is no longer with us to appreciate it (or, more likely, to blow
raspberries at the Speccy’s far-right politics). The puzzle contained a 50-letter
unclued quotation from an article on 1960s fashion, plus its author’s
forename and surname, clued without definition: “Set about gossip? On the
contrary” (6) and “Tense, in charge? Right (6)”. This should pose no
difficulty to our cosmic-minded readers.
Angela (ana = gossip, around gel = set) Carter (t = tense in care = charge, plus r
= right)
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Filmwatch. Described by Paul Barnett as the week’s gloomiest fantasy
movie news is the Variety report that John Travolta is likely to star in a new
remake of Harvey (1950). In this version, presumably, the six-foot-three
rabbit is invisible to others because he’s completely Clear.
Small Press. Discreetly blowing my own trumpet: Chris Priest and I have
started a tiny e-book outfit at www.ae.ansible.co.uk, with the first titles being
the unpublished John Sladek novella Wholly Smokes and David I. Masson’s
fine 1968 collection The Caltraps of Time, now expanded with three 1970s
stories to comprise his complete sf. For those who prefer print editions, we
have a co-publishing deal with Cosmos Books: Caltraps is scheduled for
POD release later this year. And the new Langford title from Cosmos is Up
Through an Empty House of Stars: Reviews and Essays 1980-2002 – listed
on Amazon in hardback (May 2003) and paperback (November). Help this
man become a capitalist!
The Dead Past. Thirty Years Ago, at Eastercon 1972 (OMPAcon): “The
British Sf Award was not presented this year due to popular apathy.”
(Checkpoint 37, April 1973) • Ten Years Ago, Clarke Award controversy
raged as the £1,000 cheque went to Marge Piercy for Body of Glass, with
Kim Stanley Robinson’s Red Mars as runner-up. “At least 3 sf publishers
[are] planning a future boycott after this year’s baffling result,” reported
David Garnett, while Roz Kaveney tersely described the winner as “Not
awfully good.” Yet secret sources confirmed that the decision was nearunanimous, the Piercy being the first choice for five voting judges and second
for the sixth. (Ansible 69, April 1993)
Thog’s Masterclass. Physics Dept. “... no, affinity wasn’t quite the right
word, it felt more like they were two north poles of a bipolar magnet, each
vigorously, automatically repelled by the other.” (Jo Clayton, Blue Magic,
1988) [PM]
• Dept of Anatomy. “Ace crept back down the corridor, her heart pounding in
her neck. She swallowed, trying to push it away, concentrate on what she was
doing, but it wouldn’t shift.” (Dale Smith, Dr Who – Heritage, 2002) [LC]
• Dept of Genealogy. “Lord Voldemort – who is the last remaining ancestor
of Salazar Slytherin ...” (J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Chamber of
Secrets, 1998) [AS]
• Dept of Bunker-Busting Metaphor. “If the interior of the cone is lined with
copper or other metal, this melts and squirts forward with the plasma jet,
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giving it teeth to punch through armour plate like a fire hose through sand.”
(New Scientist, 8 March) [TW]
• Classics Dept. “We are between the wild thoat of certainty and the mad
zitidar of fact – we can escape neither.” (Edgar Rice Burroughs, The Gods of
Mars, 1918)

Endnotes
Apparitions. Ben Jeapes talks to the Birmingham SF Group on 11 April,
7.45pm on: Old Joint Stock (upstairs), Temple Row, Birmingham.
The Goldfish Factor, SF Foundation/BSFA free event on 5 April, featuring
both AGMs. St Bride Institute, Bride Lane, London, EC4Y 8EQ; 11am-6pm.
GoH: Ian Watson, Kim Newman. To conclude with a screening of A Short
Film About John Bolton by Neil Gaiman. (Listing moved down here since the
electronic Ansible may arrive in time to remind you, but the print edition
won’t.)
Ansible 189 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2003. The author in the crossword
was Angela Carter. Thanks to Zara Baxter, Lawrence Conquest, Gordon
Davie, Steve Green, Guy Haley, Jed Hartman, Dan Kimmel, Locus, Farah
Mendlesohn, Petrea Mitchell, Emmet O’Brien, Omega, Lloyd Penney,
Tanaqui Weaver, and Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Birmingham SF
Group), Janice Murray (North America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart
(Thyme/Australia). 4 Apr 03.
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Ansible 190, May 2003
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
ISSN 0265-9816. Website: www.ansible.co.uk. E-mail: ansible@cix.co.uk.
Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Joe Mayhew. Available for SAE, chatowsies,
pourrian or ahagaree.
A soothing time was had by all at the Hinckley Eastercon, despite
the surprise loss of GoH Mary Gentle, who e-mailed three days beforehand to
announce that hideous deadlines would prevent her from coming. Hence
much programme redesign and extra work for the other guests Chris Evans
and Fangorn, who rose nobly to the occasion. The sf award season was
launched with a wondrously silly Tiptree presentation to M. John Harrison
for Light, and very fetching he looked in the statutory tiara. Bill Burns won
the Doc Weir “unsung good egg” award.
• BSFA Awards: NONFICTION my introduction to Maps: The Uncollected John
Sladek; ARTWORK Dominic Harman, Interzone 179 cover; SHORT Neil
Gaiman, Coraline; NOVEL (to wild applause) Christopher Priest, The
Separation.
• It’s Hinckley yet again in 2005 – see below.
SEACON 03.

The Potters of Firsk
Mike Ashley is a happy man: “I’ve just heard I’ve won the Edgar for my
Mammoth Encyclopedia of Modern Crime Fiction. Wheeeeeeeeee ...”
Margaret Atwood explains the vast gulf between our world and hers:
“Science fiction has monsters and spaceships; speculative fiction could really
happen.” (Guardian interview, 26 April) [BD; many others]
John Betancourt of Wildside Press has bought up Borgo Press, acquiring all
assets including – on a five-year consultancy contract – Borgo’s former
owner Robert Reginald. Now Wildside has offered to buy the book assets of
the insolvent UK small press Big Engine. Dashing the hopes of magazine
fans, John B. adds: “My offer did not include 3SF magazine. I don’t need
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another magazine; Weird Tales and H.P. Lovecraft’s Magazine of Horror are
quite enough for now!” The latter (no unsolicited submissions, please) is
being edited by Marvin Kaye.
Jim Burns has been lying low and letting Rowena (see below) take all the
flak generated by Saddam Hussein’s enthusiasm for bad rip-offs of fantasy
art. But he gleefully spotted “the really crummy copy of my The Ceremonies
[T.E.D. Klein] painting which hangs in Saddam’s loveshack, mirrored
bedroom, above the bed (such images it provokes!).”
Charles L. Grant was named as the writer to be honoured with this year’s
International Horror Guild Living Legend Award.
Christopher Priest is overcome with excitement at the news that his novel
The Prestige seems set to become a film directed by Memento man
Christopher Nolan, from a script by his brother Jonathan Nolan.
Rowena (Morrill) had a moment of undesired fame when copies of two of
her paintings were found hanging in a Baghdad house allegedly used for
naughty purposes by Saddam Hussein. One, the cover for Andrew J. Offutt’s
King Dragon, can be seen on the CNN website. [PB/RK]

Contrayerva
12 May • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. 6:30pm. With Pat
Cadigan, Jon Courtenay Grimwood, and M. John Harrison.
17 May • Clarke Award, Science Museum, London. 6:30pm. By invitation.
No open afternoon event this year; it should return in 2004.
6 Jun • British Fantasy Society open night, Princess Louise pub, High
Holborn, London. 6:30pm on. Also 5 Sep, 5 Dec. All welcome.
1-3 Aug • Conjuration (role-playing games), New Hall, Cambridge. GoH
Kenneth Hite. £25 reg; B&B on-site from £33pppn. “No tournaments.”
Contact 48 Brackyn Road, Cambridge, CB1 3PQ.
1-3 Aug • Finncon X – Eurocon 2003, Turku, Finland. Free, but preregistering helps the committee and gives access to cheap rooms,
Euro5/night. Contact Turku SF Society, PL 538, 20101 Turku, Finland.
27-8 Sep • Phoenix Convention (P-Con), Ashling Hotel, Parkgate St, Dublin
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8. Now Euro30 reg, Euro35 at door; Euro10 supp. Contact: Yellow Brick
Road, 8 Bachelors Walk, Dublin 1, Ireland.
24-6 Oct • They Came and Shaved Us, Fairways Hotel, Dundalk, Ireland.
Now £35/£(I)55/Euro55 reg. Sterling to 13a Bridge Rd, Uxbridge, UB8
2QW; punts/Euro to 123 Carnlough Rd, Cabra West, Dublin 7.
7-9 Nov • Novacon 33, Quality Hotel, Walsall. Now £35 reg. Contact 379
Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
15-16 Nov • Wardrobe (costuming), Kenilworth. £35 reg to 6 Oct; day £25
Sat, £15 Sun. Cheques to British Costume Convention, 7 Church Close,
Northwood, Middlesex, HA6 1SG.
9-12 Apr 04 • Concourse (Eastercon), Blackpool Winter Gardens. Now £40
reg. Contact 479 Newmarket Rd, Cambridge, CB5 8JJ.
29-30 May 04 • ConVivial (Victorian sf), Central Hotel, Glasgow. £30 reg.
Contact Lowhill House West, Eaglesham, Glasgow, G76 0NU.
25-27 Feb 05 • Redemption 05 (B5/B7), Hanover International Hotel,
Hinckley. Now £45 reg, £50 after 1 Sep 04. Contact 26 Kings Meadow View,
Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
25-28 Mar 05 • Paragon2 (Eastercon), Hanover International Hotel,
Hinckley, Leics. GoH Richard Morgan, John & Eve Harvey, more TBA. £30
reg until November 2003; £15 supp/junior, £5 child. Contact 4 Burnside Ave,
Sheffield, S8 9FR. Phone 0114 281 0674.
4-8 Aug 05 • Interaction (63rd Worldcon), SECC, Glasgow. Still £75/$115
reg, rising to £85/$135 on 1 June 03. Discounts for presupporters etc. Contact
379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ. In North America: PO Box 58009,
Louisville, Kentucky, KY 40268-0009, USA.

Infinitely Improbable
More Awards. Nebulas: NOVEL Neil Gaiman, American Gods. NOVELLA
Richard Chwedyk, “Bronte’s Egg”. NOVELETTE Ted Chiang, “Hell is the
Absence of God”. SHORT Carol Emshwiller, “Creature”. SCRIPT The
Fellowship of the Ring.
• Dick Award for sf paperback original: Carol Emshwiller, The Mount.
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• Prometheus (libertarian sf) shortlist: Ken MacLeod, Dark Light; J. Neil
Schulman, Escape from Heaven; F. Paul Wilson, The Haunted Air; Terry
Pratchett, Night Watch, Greg Egan, Schild’s Ladder.
Unclean! Unclean! “Booksellers could be ignoring a potentially immense
market by hiding fantasy books away at the back of the shop and displaying
them together with science fiction, according to new market research
undertaken by HarperCollins ...” (Publishing News) [KB]
Hugo Nominations.
Michael Swanwick, Bones of the Earth; Robert J. Sawyer,
Hominids; David Brin, Kiln People; China Miéville, The Scar; Kim
Stanley Robinson, The Years of Rice and Salt.
NOVELLA Ian R. MacLeod, “Breathmoss” (Asimov’s 5/02); Richard
Chwedyk, “Bronte’s Egg” (F&SF 8/02); Neil Gaiman, Coraline; Pat
Forde, “In Spirit” (Analog 9/02) Charles Coleman Finlay, “The Political
Officer” (F&SF 4/02); Paul Di Filippo, A Year in the Linear City.
NOVELETTE Charles Stross, “Halo” (Asimov’s 6/02); Gregory Frost,
“Madonna of the Maquiladora” (Asimov’s 5/02); Maureen F. McHugh,
“Presence” (F&SF 3/02); Michael Swanwick, “Slow Life” (Analog
12/02); Ursula K. Le Guin, “The Wild Girls” (Asimov’s 3/02).
SHORT Jeffrey Ford, “Creation” (F&SF 5/02); Geoffrey A. Landis,
“Falling Onto Mars” (Analog 7/02); Michael Swanwick, “‘Hello,’ Said
the Stick” (Analog 3/02); Molly Gloss, “Lambing Seasons” (Asimov’s
7/02); Michael Swanwick, “The Little Cat Laughed to See Such Sport”
(Asimov’s 10/02).
RELATED BOOK Justine Larbalestier, The Battle of the Sexes in Science
Fiction; Judith Merril & Emily Pohl-Weary, Better to Have Loved: The
Life of Judith Merril; Jerry Weist, Bradbury: An Illustrated Life; Bob
Eggleton & John Grant, Dragonhenge; Cathy & Arnie Fenner (ed),
Spectrum 9: The Best in Contemporary Fantastic Art.
DRAMATIC, SHORT Angel, “Waiting in the Wings”; Buffy, “Conversations
With Dead People”; Firefly, “Serenity”; ST: Enterprise, “Carbon
Creek”; ST: Enterprise, “A Night in Sickbay”.
DRAMATIC, LONG Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets; The Two
Towers; Minority Report; Spider-Man; Spirited Away.
EDITOR Ellen Datlow, Gardner Dozois, David G. Hartwell, Stanley
NOVEL
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Schmidt, Gordon Van Gelder.
ARTIST Jim Burns, David A. Cherry, Bob Eggleton, Frank Kelly Freas,
Donato Giancola.
SEMIPROZINE Ansible, Interzone, Locus, The New York Review of SF,
Speculations.
FANZINE Challenger, Emerald City, File 770, Mimosa, Plokta.
FAN WRITER Bob Devney, John L. Flynn, Mike Glyer, Dave Langford,
Steven H Silver.
FAN ARTIST Brad Foster, Teddy Harvia, Sue Mason, Steve Stiles, Frank
Wu.
CAMPBELL AWARD (not a Hugo) Charles Coleman Finlay, David D.
Levine, Karin Lowachee, Wen Spencer, Ken Wharton.
Earlier shortlists included “Liking What You See” by Ted Chiang, who
had in fact declined his novelette nomination, and John L. Flynn’s short
“A Gift of Verse”, apparently published in 2000; these were replaced by
the Gregory Frost and Molly Gloss stories. The Flynn short was in his
book Visions in Light and Shadow, dated 2000 on the copyright page,
which received 7 Hugo nominations as Related Book in 2001: but these,
it seems, were from friends and family who saw proofs, and actual
publication was delayed to 2002. What a tangle.
As Others See Us. Patrick Gale’s review of the new Margaret Atwood novel
admires her “gleeful inventiveness” in imagining unheard-of wonders like
“rats genetically spliced to snakes” or “pain-free chickens developed to
produce only multiple breasts”, yet deftly avoids calling this sc**nce f*ct**n:
“In Oryx And Crake she makes a welcome return to fantasy. She would
probably chuckle at that and murmur ‘if only’ for, like The Handmaid’s Tale,
it is less a fantasy than an imaginative projection with a rational foundation in
current facts.” Gale’s other acceptable code phrase for the genre that dares
not speak its name is “dystopian myth”. (Waterstone’s Books Quarterly)
[DN]
R.I.P. Peter B. Bell (1932-2003), long-time Glasgow fan, con-goer and
collector of sf, died on 23 March; he was 70.
• Jacques Chambon (1942-2003), French sf editor and translator, died on 16
April following a heart attack. In the late 1960s and the 1970s he contributed
much criticism to Fiction, the French F&SF; later he translated such texts as
Christopher Priest’s The Affirmation. He was a major editor for 12 years at
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Editions Denoel, and since 1998 at Editions Flammarion. [J-DB] N. Lee
Wood writes: “It’s hard to take in that someone so alive is gone. French
publishing has lost one of their finest, and I’ve lost a good friend.”
• Peter Day, veteran Brum Group member and Novacon attendee, died on 23
February; he was 73. [BGN]
• Anne Gwynne (1918-2003) US film actress during the 1940s and 50s, died
on 31 March aged 84. Her many genre films included Flash Gordon
Conquers the Universe (1940 serial), Weird Woman (1944, based on Conjure
Wife), House of Frankenstein (1945), and Teenage Monster (1957, aka
Meteor Monster); her favourite horror appearance was in Black Friday
(1940), with Karloff and Lugosi. [DK/PB]
• Willis E. McNelly (1920-2003), academic, editor, and compiler of the 1984
Dune Encyclopedia, died on 7 April aged 82. [L]
Random Fandom. Dr Kari Maund announced at Eastercon: “Peter Weston
has got the sexiest voice in fandom.”
• Harry Payne, after discussion at Seacon 03, is registering “Eastercon” as a
trademark to protect it from outfits like the late Fandom.com.
• Roy Tackett: “i am writing this because one of the stupidest federal laws i
ever heard of says i am not to. i am currently in mission manor a nursing
home in albuquerque because i cannot walk. please let all fans know where i
am and why.” 10101 Lagrima Del Oro Rd NE, Albuquerque, NM 8711119101, USA.
Horror Awards. Extracts from copious shortlists.... Bram Stoker: NOVEL
Douglas Clegg, The Hour Before Dark; Stephen King, From a Buick 8;
Chuck Palahniuk, Lullaby; Tom Piccirilli, The Night Class; Alice Sebold, The
Lovely Bones. FOR YOUNG READERS Clive Barker, Abarat; Nancy Etchemendy,
Cat in Glass and Other Tales of the Unnatural; Neil Gaiman, Coraline;
Richard Matheson and William Stout, Abu & The Seven Marvels.
• International Horror Guild: NOVEL Ramsey Campbell, The Darkest Part of
the Woods; Douglas Clegg, The Hour Before Dark; John Connolly, The
Killing Kind; Gregory Frost, Fitcher’s Brides; Stephen King, From a Buick 8;
Dan Simmons, A Winter Haunting.
• IHG nominees also include, though in separate categories, Abarat (Graphic
Narrative) and the all-conquering Coraline (Long Form).
• As a contributor, I was ever so pleased to see Richard Bleiler’s epic 2volume Supernatural Fiction Writers on both BS and IHG nonfiction
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shortlists; so is Ramsey Campbell’s essay collection Ramsey Campbell,
Probably.
Another SF Crossword Clue. “Writer removes them in casual conversation
(6)” (Guardian, 23 April) [JMcN]
C.o.A. carl juarez, c/o 1013 North 36th St, Seattle, WA 98103, USA. Jon
Singer, Joss Research Institute, 312 Laurel Ave, Laurel, MD 20707-4320,
USA. Lucy Zinkiewicz, 15 Darnborough St, York, YO23 1AU.
Small Press. New Scientist must be on the skids: payment for a 400-word
freelance review is now only half what it was last autumn. • The Big Engine
creditors’ meeting was on 29 April. No report as yet.
Fanfundery. GUFF. A new southbound race is under way: Doug Bell and
Pat McMurray are candidates for the 2004 trip to Australia and/or New
Zealand (details to be decided). Ballot forms available on line or from
administrators: Jean Weber & Eric Lindsay, PO Box 640, Airlie Beach, Qld
4802, Australia; Paul Kincaid, 60 Bournemouth Rd, Folkestone, Kent, CT19
5AZ. Voting (£5/A$10) ends 10 Nov 2003.
Ansible 189 Follow-Ups. Mark Le Fanu of the Society of Authors comments
on James Follett’s polemic about the Author’s Licensing and Copyright
Society selling his rebroadcasting rights to BBC7 at knock-down prices
without his knowledge: “Some of what he says is accurate, but much is not.
We covered the issue briefly in the last issue of The Author (p40). There is no
doubt that ALCS acted unwisely. It is not entirely coincidental that the Chief
Executive and the Legal Adviser have now left. We are doing what we can to
help to sort things out.”
• Harry Warner was in fact found shortly after his death in February,
although the announcement was delayed by weeks. [RL]
• J.K. Rowling and Time Warner won their Amsterdam lawsuit blocking
publication of Dmitry Yemets’s “Tanya Grotter” rip-off (eight books
planned, 500,000 copies sold in Russia) – although Yemets and his Dutch
publisher Byblos can appeal. [NV]
• David A. Hardy isn’t the only sf artist whose name adorns an asteroid:
astronomer Dr James Scotti named a whole batch from a list including Kim
Poor, Don Davis, Chris Butler, Bob Eggleton and Alan Bean, with more to
come. [BGN]
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Group Gropes. London First Thursdays: there was trouble with the Barley
Mow pub on 3 April, but the 1 May meeting there seemed fine. [PT]
Thog’s Masterclass. Department of Relativity. “That mountain’s less than
twelve thousand feet high – that’s only two thousand under Earth gravity ...”
(Arthur C. Clarke, “The Sentinel”, 1951) [G]

John Foyster (1941-2003)
John Foyster: 13 April 1941 to 5 April 2003. He
entered fandom in 1958, joined the Melbourne SF Club in 1959, and in the
early 1960s was one of the few Australians publishing fanzines that were sent
overseas. Titles included Satura, Gryphon and The Wild Colonial Boy. He
was the main organizer of the 1966 Melbourne Easter Convention, the first
Australian con for eight years, that relaunched Australian fandom after a lull.
BRUCE GILLESPIE WRITES.

Foyster, John Bangsund and Lee Harding began Australian Science Fiction
Review in July 1966. It quickly became popular overseas, and helped to
launch new fan groups throughout Australia, including Sydney, Adelaide,
Perth and Brisbane. Foyster as an acerbic non-academic sf critic and fannish
writer was a major contributor to ASFR, and his special issue on Cordwainer
Smith (ASFR 11) continued to be reprinted for many years.
In 1968 with Leigh Edmonds he was a strong influence on starting ANZAPA
(Australian and New Zealand Amateur Publishing Association), in 1970 he
began the Nova Mob (Melbourne’s sf discussion group, which still meets
monthly), and in 1971 he was the major force behind the start of DUFF
(Down Under Fan Fund). In 1970 Foyster appointed a team to bid to hold a
world sf convention in Australia; this quickly became the Aussiecon I bid for
1975, which we won in Toronto in 1973. Meanwhile, Foyster was publishing
such fanzines as exploding madonna/Journal of Omphalistic Epistemology
(which won a Ditmar Award in 1970), Norstrilian News and Chunder!. The
titles changed rapidly – the high quality of writing and editing continued
unabated, ending only with eFNAC, of which Foyster published 30 issues on
the Internet. [One further issue was published posthumously.]
In 1985, John gathered a collective, including Jenny and Russell Blackford,
Yvonne Rousseau, Lucy Sussex and Janeen Webb, to revive Australian
Science Fiction Review, which resumed publication in 1986. It continued
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until 1991, and is credited by David Hartwell as a major influence on the
shape and editorial setup of the New York Review of SF.
Foyster’s one attempt at fiction, “Let It Ring” under the pseudonym John
Ossian, won a Ditmar.
John was the first winner of GUFF, the Get Up and Over Fan Fund: he
attended Seacon, the Brighton Worldcon in 1979, with Jennifer Bryce, and
visited fans all over Britain and Europe. In the 1980s John revived the Nova
Mob when it faltered for a few years, then led the initial stages of the bid for
Australia in 85. He could not attend that convention, but in the 1990s he
strongly supported the bid to hold Aussiecon III in Melbourne in 1999, where
he opened the convention. John’s lifelong interest in fan history culminated
in his organizing the FanHistoricon stream at Aussiecon III.
Meanwhile, he continued to write and publish a wide range of material,
fannish, sf and on educational and mathematical subjects. He moved to
Adelaide in 1987, where he began Critical Mass, Adelaide’s equivalent of the
Nova Mob. In 2002 he was awarded the A Bertram Chandler Award for
services to Australian sf and fandom.
John was partner to Elizabeth (now Elizabeth Darling) until 1976, to Jennifer
Bryce until 1987, and to Yvonne Rousseau until his death. Yvonne has been
constantly at John’s side since he was first diagnosed with a stroke
(September 2001), then correctly diagnosed as having contracted a brain
tumour (mid-December 2001), until his death.
There is much else I could say about John – often charming and funny,
sometimes acerbic and upbraiding, he was like a father figure (in both a
positive and negative sense) to me since 1967. It really is impossible to
imagine life without his presence and influence.

Endnotes
Robert L. Forward planned an autobiography that he was unable to finish
before his death in September 2002. His wife and son have now put the
existing text on line at www.robertforward.com.
ICA SF Talks, 14-15 May. “Children of the Revolution: New British
Science Fiction”. Talks introduced by M. John Harrison, Jon Courtenay
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Grimwood and China Miéville (to whom thanks for this news). 14 May, 7pm,
Nash Room: “Fresh Blood” with Paul McAuley, Muriel Gray, Andrew
McKie, Gwyneth Jones. 14 May, 8:30pm, Cinema 2: “My Son, Quatermass”.
Nigel Kneale talks to Kim Newman, introducing Quatermass and the Pit,
episodes 1-3. 15 May, 7pm, Theatre: “Generic Modification: Is Genre The
New Mainstream?” Toby Litt, John O’Connell, Muriel Gray, Justina Robson.
15 May, 8:30pm, Cinema 2: concluding Quatermass and the Pit, episodes 46. • “Special offer: tickets to each event are £5 for people buying as part of
this SF promotion – just mention the special deal.” ICA: 020 7930 3647. The
Mall, London, SW1Y 5AH.
Finncon/Eurocon advance registration on line:
http://www.finncon.org/english/e.register.shtm
Ansible 190 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2003. Crossword answer: Asimov.
Thanks to Paul Barnett, Jean-Daniel Breque, Keith Brooke, Brum Group
News, Barbara Davies, Gag, Steve Green, Dan Kimmel, Richard Knowles,
Locus, Rich Lynch, Joe McNally, Darren Nash, Paul Treadaway, Nico
Veenkamp, and Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Birmingham SF Group),
Janice Murray (North America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Australia).
2 May 03.
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Ansible 191, June 2003
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
ISSN 0265-9816. Website: http://www.ansible.co.uk. E-mail:
ansible@cix.co.uk. Fax: 0705 080 1534. Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Sue
Mason. Available for SAE or lendi.
At another traditionally wine-sodden gathering in the Science Museum
on 17 May, the Arthur C. Clarke Award went to Christopher Priest for The
Separation. The Clarkean numerology that began with a £2001 prize in 2001
led by iron logic to this year’s figure of £2003. Chris was much moved and
mentioned a key influence of long ago, Sir Arf’s The City and the Stars:
“That book changed my life.” Other authors from a strong shortlist were
present: M. John Harrison (Light), China Miéville (The Scar) and Elizabeth
Moon (Speed of Dark). David Brin (Kil’n People, apostrophe added for UK
publication) and Kim Stanley Robinson (The Years of Rice and Salt) couldn’t
make it.
• The Separation was miserably marketed by Simon & Schuster UK – as they
confessed to CP, the company had “changed quite a bit since your last novel,
and it seems that in this instance we’re no longer able to do what we once did
well” – and was hard to find in bookshops. Now it’s been acquired in an
unusual takeover move by Gollancz, with a first hardback edition scheduled
for November, and much of the Priest backlist to follow.
• Our wonderful British press rarely takes interest in sf honours, but The
Spectator for 17 May treated us to a gossip-column snippet calling the Clarke
“the Booker Prize of the science-fiction world” as preliminary to pouncing
gleefully on the fact that The Separation is dedicated to ACCA administrator
Paul Kincaid. Deflatingly for scandalmongers, it is not dedicated to the five
judges who actually chose the winner.
ACCA.

The Liberation of Earth
Charles N. Brown held court at the BSFA London meeting on 28 May,
where he suggested arm-wrestling to decide the fate of this year’s
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semiprozine Hugo. The result was an obvious fix; and, most unfairly, Locus
but not Ansible had a photographer in attendance....
Robert Holdstock brags: “The Czech Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy
and Horror have just awarded me their prize for the best foreign fantasy novel
of 2002 (The Iron Grail). The award is called ‘The Newt’. Named for Karel
Capek’s War Against the Newts. The award is ... a newt. But hopefully a
pewter newt! I’m very pleased indeed. The translator was Petr Kotrle, who
also translates Garry Kilworth and Octavia Butler.”
Jane Johnson of Voyager finds editorial work pretty numinous, according to
her Bookseller interview: “Words such as ‘profound’ and ‘awe-inspiring’
drop readily from her lips as she talks of authors such as David Eddings,
Raymond E. Feist and David Zindell.” [BJ]
Alan Moore is changing careers again: “What I’m trying to do at the moment
is finish off all of the mainstream comics work around the end of this year, at
which point having retired effectively from mainstream comics, I want to
play around with things I’ve been neglecting.” These include artwork,
sculpture, performance work and “becoming a full-time magician.” (Ninth
Art interview, April 03) [POM]
Justina Robson, already twice nominated for the Clarke Award, thoughtfully
provides future gossip-bait for The Spectator in her third novel Natural
History – featuring a vast, lumbering, obsolete and not very bright
terraforming engine, called Kincaid.

Contranatant
6 Jun • British Fantasy Society open night, Princess Louise pub, High
Holborn, London. 6:30pm on. Also 5 Sep, 5 Dec. All welcome.
6-8 Jun • Tolkien Society Seminar, Farnham Museum, Surrey. £13 reg,
members £11. Contact 28 Loverock Cres, Rugby, CV21 4AR.
20 Jun • Irish SF News 1st Anniversary Party, Back Bar, Exchequer Bar,
Exchequer St, Dublin 2. 8pm to closing. All welcome.
25 Jun • BSFA Open Meeting, The Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London,
EC2. 7pm on; fans usually around from 5pm. Guest TBA.
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11-13 Jul • ConStruction, Hanover International Hotel, Cardiff Bay, Cardiff.
Interaction (2005 Worldcon) staff weekend. Attendance free, but please
notify info@interaction.worldcon.org.uk.
28 Aug - 1 Sep • Torcon 3 (Worldcon), Toronto, Canada. $275C/$185US
reg; children (or supporting only) $60C/$40US. $295C at door. Contact PO
Box 3, Station A, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, M5W 1A2.
18-21 Sep, Oxonmoot (Tolkien Soc), St Hugh’s College, Oxford. £36 reg,
members £31. Contact 28 Loverock Cres, Rugby, CV21 4AR.
21-23 Nov • FantasyCon 2003, Tillington Hall Hotel, Stafford. GoH
Catherine Fisher, Christopher Fowler. £40 (BFS members £35) to 30 Jun,
then £50 (£45) to 30 Sep; £60 (£55) thereafter. Book hotel room when
joining to get con rates: £45/night single, £35 twin/dbl. Contact Beech House,
Chapel Lane, Moulton, Cheshire, CW9 8PQ.
5-7 Mar 04 • Mecon 7, Senior Staff Common Rooms, Queen’s University,
Belfast. GoH Ian McDonald, Paul Holden, more TBA. £16/Euro25 reg, rising
to £18/Euro28 on 1 Dec; £20/Euro30 at door; £7/Euro11 supp. Contact 12
Hopefield Ave, Belfast, BT15 5AP, Northern Ireland.
9-12 Apr 04 • Concourse (Eastercon), Blackpool Winter Gardens. £40 reg,
£25 unwaged. Note new contact address: 63 Providence Way, Waterbeach,
Cambridge, CB5 9QH.
4-8 Aug 05 • Interaction (63rd Worldcon), SECC, Glasgow. Now £85/$135
reg. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ. In North America: PO
Box 58009, Louisville, Kentucky, KY 40268-0009, USA.
11-15 Aug 05 • The Ring Goes Ever On (Tolkien Soc): Aston U,
Birmingham. £40 reg, members £35. Contact: as Oxonmoot, above.
Rumblings • 2014. Tim Illingworth and Pat McMurray, whom the gods
evidently wish to destroy, have formed a committee to bid for the 2014
Worldcon. Pat: “Basically, it’s him and me, and a pre-supporter, and a policy
to run the 1939 Retro-Hugos. (Note that these would be for works first
published in 1938.) Our first pre-supporter is Eddie Cochrane who got the
special ‘we-need-a-pre-supporter’ rate of £1. The current pre-supporting rate
for everyone else is £14, or $20, or Euro20. Offers of money, artwork, agents,
dead horses’ heads, etc in the usual way. • We haven’t really settled on what
country it should be in, but we have agreed that somewhere in the EU seems
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plausible.” Rush all your money to Pat at 28 Plaistow Grove, Bromley, BR1
3PB.

Infinitely Improbable
Publishers and Sinners. The Bookseller reported the awesome final message
of Orion’s departing MD, Trevor Dolby: “Trevor Dolby Has Left the
Building! You may now begin looting the fifth floor and pulling down the
statues of Malcolm Edwards.” [RD]
Sidewise Awards. Shortlists for this juried alternate-history award: LONG
FORM Gary L. Blackwood, The Year of the Hangman; Martin J. Gidron, The
Severed Wing; Christopher Priest, The Separation; S.M. Stirling, The
Peshawar Lancers; Harry Turtledove, Ruled Britannia. • SHORT FORM
(<60,000 words) Charles Coleman Finlay, “We Come Not to Praise
Washington” (F&SF 8/02); John Kessel, “The Invisible Empire”
(Conjunction: 39); William Sanders, “Empire” (Alternate Generals II);
Robert Silverberg, “With Caesar in the Underworld” (Asimov’s 10/02);
Walter Jon Williams, “The Last Ride of German Freddie”, Worlds That
Weren’t.
As Others See Us. Faint praise for the Wachowski brothers (of Matrix fame)
in Salon: “Little is known about the media-shy siblings [...] but what details
we do have suggest a level of fanaticism and devotion to storytelling that is
more usually associated with science fiction fans than Hollywood producers.”
[CP-S] • SF authors may be storytellers, but don’t count as novelists:
“Contemporary novelists rarely write about science or technology. Margaret
Atwood tackles both – and more – in one of the year’s most surprising
novels.” (The Economist, 3-9 May) [TC]
R.I.P. William C. Anderson (1920-2003), former USAF pilot and author of
20-odd novels, including the sf comedies Penelope (1963) and Adam M-1
(1964), died on 16 May; he was 83. [DeL]
• Dave Mooring (1961-2003), popular UK fan and artist who won the Nova
Award for fanzine art four times (1989 to 1993), died on 21 May from
pancreatic cancer. He was only 42. That morning, he and his partner Sarah
Dibb were married; they had been engaged for 20 years. [TP] Much
sympathy to Sarah. Dave contributed interior artwork to my 1996 NESFA
Press collection The Silence of the Langford. Maureen, Mick and Sarah
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Mooring (“Dave’s mum dad and wife”) write: “We have read a few of the
tributes to Dave via Plokta. Would you please say thank you to the friends
who sent them – they are greatly appreciated.”
• Robert Stack (1919-2003), US film actor best known for the TV The
Untouchables, died on 14 May. He was 84. [BB] His sf roles were rare: he
was a character voice in the dire animation Transformers: The Movie (1986)
and also in Butt-Ugly Martians (TV, 2001). Terrifyingly, I am informed that
his real name was Robert Langford Modini. [PM]
• Roy Tackett (1925-2003), old-time US fan who rejoiced in the nickname
“Horrible Old Roy Tackett”, died on 23 May. He produced more than 100
issues of his fanzine Dynatron since 1960, and was the TransAtlantic Fan
Fund delegate to the 1976 UK Eastercon. Even when half paralysed by a
stroke and living in care, Roy sent much e-mail (typed one-handed on a
laptop) from what proved to be his deathbed. On 15 May: “for a guy who
died twice the night before last i’m doing pretty good today. true enough my
heart stopped twice tuesday night and i was legally dead. but they started it
again so i am still with you. for how much longer i don’t know.” On 20 May
he dictated to his daughter: “I have never known it took such a long time to
die. This is probably the last mail you will receive from me. I have been in
bed for four days, and just wanted to say good-bye to all of you.” Goodbye,
RoyTac.
Science Corner. “Mars is awash with radiation. That’s why it’s red.” (Brian
Blessed on Richard and Judy, Channel 4, 15 May) [GW]
Con Report. Ian Watson writes: “I’ve just been a guest at The 2nd
International Week of Science Fact and Fiction at Timisoara, Romania (19-25
May), both as myself and as the Ghost of Honour of H.G. Wells, for which
purpose the wardrobe department of the local opera house provided an
ancient suit with tails, but fortunately no mothballs nor moths. By sheer
chance a brass band struck up outside as Bertie Wells manifested himself. •
The week-long event was steered by the Concatenation crowd and by local
fans with what a newspaper described as German punctuality mixed with
British humour – things actually happened when advertised. As well as
Romanians and Hungarians, several British fans attended, not least Vince
Docherty as Fan GoH hot-foot from Nigeria (but looking very cool, perhaps
because of the Fan), there was a Danish Spaniard in the soup, and Italian
Roberto Quaglia presided throughout with splendid surrealism. Searing
293

sunshine, requiring much resort to the lovely local beers, alternated with
occasional thunder and lightning. Guided tours of Timisoara (gorgeous
architecture in need of much heritage fund restoration before it crumbles
further) disclosed that it was the first city anywhere to have electric street
lighting and that non-Euclidean geometry was first devised there, not to
mention that it was a major shipping port although very far from the sea.
Romanian TV boggled viewers nationwide with its coverage. More Brits
should go to events like this. Such fun. So many new friends.”
In Typo Veritas. To the delight of US Pratchett-lovers, Terry’s The Wee
Free Men (US hardback) brags on the back cover that its predecessor was: “A
New York Pubic Library Book for the Teen Age 2002”. [PF]
Mythopoeic Awards fiction shortlists.... ADULT Ellen Kushner & Delia
Sherman, The Fall of the Kings; Nina Kiriki Hoffman, A Fistful of Sky;
Patricia A. McKillip, Ombria in Shadow; Ted Chiang, Stories of Your Life
and Others. • CHILDREN’S Neil Gaiman, Coraline; Vivian Vande Velde, Heir
Apparent; Nancy Farmer, The House of the Scorpion; Michael Chabon,
Summerland; Holly Black, Tithe: A Modern Faerie Tale. [D] We invited
Diana Wynne Jones, author of Charmed Life, to comment on the MA
nonfiction nominee A Charmed Life: The Spirituality of Potterworld by
Francis Bridger. Her response: “All I can say is ooOOOOOOOH!!!!!”
C.o.A. Concourse (Eastercon 2004): see events list. Jan Stinson, PO Box
248, Eastlake, MI 49626-0248, USA. Tobes Valois, 20 Baker’s Lane,
Woodston, Peterborough, PE2 9QW. Damien Warman & Juliette Woods
(soon), 15 Alan St, Port Noralunga, SA 5167, Australia.
Lunguage Lesson. On 22 May, BBC TV repeatedly announced that littleknown sf film Johnny Pneumonic. [IC] Stephen Gallagher subsequently
commented: “I know pronunciation can be tricky but I think the anus is on
them to get it right, don’t you?”
Random Fandom. Bernard Earp married Anne Hayes (“not a Fan”) on 10
May; they are now Bernard Hayes-Earp and Anne Earp-Hayes. “No-one
really expects this to last.” – referring to the new surnames, I think, not the
marriage. [PDB]
• Harry Payne is still busy registering “Eastercon” as a trademark. The UK
TM Registry has accepted the application and will publish it on 13 June.
“There is a three-month period for anyone to raise an objection (this is not a
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hint) after which the trademark becomes mine, all mine, bwa ha ha – er, sorry
about that.”
• Tobes confided: “When I die, I’m going to leave my body to science
fiction.”
Thog Conquers the World. Wearying of best-novel polls, The Independent
invited pundits to select the worst. The “winner”, with three nominations,
was The Lord of the Rings. Sir John Mortimer just loathes “Anything about
Gandalf, and those little things with hair between their toes. I hate that sort of
portentous, phoney, medieval-magical way of writing.” Alain de Botton feels
actively threatened by Tolkien: “It’s strange, weird and frightening, and
makes me feel like I’m on the sidelines of a joke I don’t understand.” Poor
dear. Other excoriated fantasies included the Harry Potter saga, The Tempest,
and Jonathan Livingstone Seagull. But J.G. Ballard put in a bad word for
Finnegans Wake: “Joyce’s incomprehensible novel, which has provided a
living for generations of English Literature professors, represents a
lamentable tendency in 20th Century fiction: the quest for total obscurity.
Finnegans Wake is the best example of modernism disappearing up its own
fundament.”
International Horror Guild Awards. NOVEL Dan Simmons, A Winter
Haunting. FIRST NOVEL Alexander Irvine, A Scattering of Jades. LONG FORM
Thomas Ligotti, “My Work Is Not Yet Done”. INTERMEDIATE Dale Bailey,
“Death and Suffrage”; Elizabeth Hand, “Pavane for a Prince of the Air” (tie).
SHORT Don Tumasonis, “Prospect Cards”. COLLECTION Chet Williamson,
Figures in Rain. ANTHOLOGY Dark Terrors 6 ed. Stephen Jones & David
Sutton. NONFICTION Ramsey Campbell, Ramsey Campbell, Probably. GRAPHIC
NARRATIVE Clive Barker, Abarat. PERIODICAL F&SF. ART Jason Van
Hollander. FILM Frailty. TV Six Feet Under. [D]
Outraged Letters. Eileen Gunn reports from Wisconsin: “Wiscon included
these remarkable sights: a kneeling John Kessel being crowned with the
Tiptree Tiara by Hiromi Goto, and Ellen Klages impersonating China
Miéville impersonating Carol Emshwiller. Uh, maybe you had to be there....”
• Rob Holdstock looks back on Eastercon at the Hanover Hotel, Hinckley:
“That was indeed a good weekend. It will be a long time until Sarah and I get
over the shock of waking, on the first morning in our wonderful room, and
puzzling short-sightedly over the ‘mural’ on the ceiling above the bed. As we
struggled to put on our glasses we saw that it was a mural of two people
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struggling to put on their glasses. Shortly to be followed by a mural of two
people leaping out of bed in shock. (Room 352, by the way.)”
• Yvonne Rousseau corrects Bruce Gillespie’s A190 obituary of John Foyster,
already updated in its website version: the Australian Science Fiction Review
collective “was gathered in 1985, and published ASFR from 1986 until
1991.” Also, “it was 1971, not 1972, when DUFF was founded.”
Fanzine Activity Achievement Awards. FANZINE Chunga. FANWRITER
Randy Byers. FAN ARTIST Steve Stiles. LETTERHACK Joseph Nicholas. NEW FAN
John Teehan. #1 FAN FACE Randy Byers. PAST PRESIDENT OF FWA John Foyster
for 1975; Mark Plummer for 2002. [LP]
Small Press. Ansible E-ditions is much cheered by the first fruits of our
Cosmos co-publishing deal: real printed copies of John Sladek’s Wholly
Smokes and David Masson’s expanded The Caltraps of Time.
The Dead Past. 28 Years Ago (As Others See Us, Retro Division): “In the
same week that his latest Dr Who story ends (Saturday BBC1), writer Terry
Nation (below, with Daleks) has a new series, Survivors (Wednesday BBC1),
beginning. ‘But they’re two very different series,’ insists Nation, who talks to
Chris Dunkley in our feature. ‘Survivors has its roots in the future, as it were,
but it’s not science-fiction. It’s going into the realms of the impossible; it’s
skating very close to possible.’” (Radio Times, 12-18 April 1975) [GW]
Group Gropes. London First Thursdays remain in the Barley Mow, Long
Lane, despite (short-lived) dissent and a BSFA Matrix listing that indicated a
return to the Silver Cross. The BSFA third-Wednesday meeting is still in the
Rising Sun although moved by Matrix to the Barley Mow: “I changed the
wrong meeting,” groaned a certain Matrix editor.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of What Does He Call It Now? “Fate has just laid
its freezing hand around that ancient organ he once called his heart, and
squeezed it tenderly ...” (Jude Fisher, Sorcery Rising, 2002)
• Space Drive Dept. “Reaction rays many times faster than light, pushing
back against the cosmic dust of space ...” (Edmond Hamilton, City At
World’s End, 1951) Dept of Explaining the Big Bang. “Einstein’s equations
proved that if matter moved faster than light, it would expand indefinitely ...”
(Ibid) [BA]
• Dept of Striking Features. “The headshot was of a fair-haired man with a
dazzling smile and dark, piercing eyes above thick, dark eyebrows.” (Selma
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Eichler, Murder Can Rain on Your Shower, 2003) [CBB]
• Dept of Vacuum Physics. “The pilot fired a bright beam from the shuttle’s
laser. The appalling flare of light and energy snatched the words from his
mouth. Even in the silence of space, the shockwave seemed louder than a
crack of thunder.” (Brian Herbert & Kevin J. Anderson, Legends of Dune:
The Butlerian Jihad, 2002) [DaL]

Endnotes
Apparitions. Bryan Talbot is giving a talk and slide show at Longsight
Library, 519 Stockport Rd, Longsight, Manchester, M12 4NE: 22 July, 78pm. More info: Debbie Moody, 0161 256 3845.
Us and Them. I love the way “mainstream” journalists, who presumably
work in hermetic cells and never, ever meet each other, are so easily stirred to
wonderment by the connectedness of sf. Here’s The Bookseller on the
dubious nexus between the presenter and winner of this year’s BSFA Award:
“It is another paradox that the galaxy and epoch-spanning sf world is a small
one, in which the practitioners know each other well. John Jarrold, MC at the
awards, both knows [Christopher] Priest and is a neighbour of his, in
Hastings.” Jolly sinister, eh? Or perhaps it was just a slow news week.
Ansible 191 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2003. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Chaz Boston Baden, Barbara Barrett, P. Darren Bream, Ian Covell, Tony
Cullen, DarkEcho, Robert Day, Peter Fryer, Ben Jeapes, Denny Lien, Dave
Linton, Pádraig Ó Méalóid, Perry Middlemiss, Lloyd Penney, Cassandra
Phillips-Sears, Trevor Prinn, Gary Wilkinson, and Hero Distributors: Rog
Peyton (Brum Group), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan Stewart
(Thyme). 2 Jun 03.
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Ansible 192, July 2003
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU. Net:
ansible@cix.co.uk, www.ansible.co.uk. ISSN 0265-9816. Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Julia Morgan-Scott. Available for SAE or millibrachiate
tentacular coelenterates.
Hands Across the Galaxy. Not exactly news, nor of great excitement to
anyone but me: I now have plane tickets for a trip to Torcon 3 in August, and
hope to mingle with some of you in the Toronto fleshpots.

The Seeds of Time
Arthur C. Clarke has another little brag: “I think I can claim to be the
godfather (with the good and bad implications that has) of the Web. Tim
Berners Lee acknowledges that my story ‘Dial F for Frankenstein’ (Playboy,
January 1964) was one of the many inputs that started him thinking on these
lines.” (Aerospace America, May 2003) [CTLP] So, no doubt, was Fredric
Brown’s slightly earlier “Answer” from 1954.
Simon R. Green knows how to ingratiate himself: “Thought you might like
to know that you will be appearing in the final Deathstalker book, and yes,
once again you get to die horribly.” Gosh, thanks. But haven’t we heard this
“final Deathstalker book” claim before?
H.P. Lovecraft is in the news again, with the first (“Spring 2004”) issue of
H.P. Lovecraft’s Magazine of Horror now scheduled for October 2003
publication by Wildside Press. See also www.cthuugle.com....
Robert J. Sawyer is teaching sf and the art of writing at the University of
Dublin this month. He and his wife, the poet Carolyn Clink, are thus staying
in Ireland throughout July. [LP]
Brian Stableford, proud winner of the Eaton, IAFA, Pilgrim and Pioneer
awards for sf criticism, confides: “I’ve given up reviewing.”
Jeff VanderMeer inspected the traditional Rowling Riots: “Ann and I went
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down to the local B&N to witness the Harry Potter madness. The mall
parking lot was packed. The kids and adults had destroyed the magazine and
children’s sections. There was no way we could get a book.
• So, instead, we waited outside. A kid came out, probably all of nine years
old. A little girl with braces and a smile on her face. As per our pre-arranged
plan, Ann distracted her with some glitter and a pinwheel. Then I snatched
the book out of the girl’s hands and ran for it while Ann hightailed it back to
the car. The girl was screaming her head off, but, luckily, there were so many
people around I was able to lose myself in the crowd. Ann then drove round
to pick me up. I was hiding where we’d planned for me to, at the darkened
South Entrance.
• It all went off without a hitch. Another successful midnight Potter party
intervention for us.” Believe him or not, as you prefer.
Gary Westfahl, as predicted in these very pages back in February, received
the Pilgrim Award for sf scholarship at June’s SFRA event.

Conspurcation
10 Jul • John Wyndham Centenary (he was born 10 July 1903), Walkers of
Holburn, Norwich St, London, EC4 – site of the 1946-1953 White Horse sf
pub meetings. From 7pm. With WH regulars John Christopher (Sam Youd)
and – on screen, if all goes well – Arthur C. Clarke.
11-13 Jul • ConStruction, Hanover International Hotel, Cardiff Bay, Cardiff.
Interaction (2005 Worldcon) staff weekend. Attendance free, but please
notify info@interaction.worldcon.org.uk.
14 Jul • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. 6:30pm. With Pat Cadigan,
Adam Roberts and James Barclay. “The usual event ...”
23 Jul • BSFA Open Meeting, Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London, EC1.
7pm on, fans present from 5pm. Guest speaker TBA.
1-3 Aug • Conjuration (role-playing games), New Hall, Cambridge. GoH
Kenneth Hite. £25 reg; B&B on-site from £33pppn. “No tournaments.”
Contact 48 Brackyn Road, Cambridge, CB1 3PQ.
1-3 Aug • Finncon X – Eurocon 2003, Turku, Finland. Free, but preregistering helps the committee and gives access to cheap rooms,
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Euro5/night. Contact Turku SF Society, PL 538, 20101 Turku, Finland.
2 Aug • Robert Rankin Launch Party, Hole in the Wall beer garden, Sutton
Lane, Chiswick. From 6pm. With (shudder) live music by RR’s band The
Rock Gods. Buffet, etc. Tickets £5 at the door.
9 Aug • A kind a magic [sic]: sf charity event, Braintree Institute, Bocking
End, Braintree. GoH Warwick Davis, Hattie Hayridge. Tickets £2.50, child
£1, family £5.50. Cheques to Braintree District Council, Tourist Info, Town
Hall, Market Place, Braintree, Essex, CM7 3YG.
28 Aug - 1 Sep • Torcon 3 (Worldcon), Toronto, Canada. $275C/$185US
reg; children (or supporting only) $60C/$40US. $295C at door. Contact PO
Box 3, Station A, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, M5W 1A2.
10-12 Oct • Grissecon 1 (Wraeththu), Tillington Hall Hotel, Stafford. GoH:
Storm Constantine. £50 reg to 31 Aug, when advance booking closes.
Contact 6 St Leonards Ave, Stafford, ST17 4LT.
31 Oct - 2 Nov • Dracula Society 30th Anniversary, Royal Victoria & Bull
Hotel, High St, Rochester, Kent. £70 (members £60) inc lunch, dinner,
masked ball. Further information 020 8749 2694.
5-7 Mar 04 • Mecon 7, Queen’s Univ, Belfast. GoH Robert Rankin.
£16/Euro25 reg, rising to £18/Euro28 on 1 Dec; £20/Euro30 at door;
£7/Euro11 supp. Contact 12 Hopefield Ave, Belfast, BT15 5AP, Northern
Ireland.
25-28 Mar 05 • Paragon2 (Eastercon), Hanover International Hotel,
Hinckley, Leics. Additional GoHs: Ben Jeapes, Ken MacLeod, Robert
Rankin. £30 reg until November 2003; £15 supp/junior, £5 child. Contact 4
Burnside Ave, Sheffield, S8 9FR. Phone 0114 281 0674.
Rumblings • BFI sf season in NFT2 celebrates 50th anniversary of
Quatermass, 40th of Dr Who and John Wyndham’s centenary. Wyndham 1,
19 Aug 6:20pm & 21 Aug 8:40pm: two BBC JW adaptations plus 1960 JW
interview. Wyndham 2, 27 Aug 6:20pm & 30 Aug 4pm: The Day of the
Triffids (BBC 1981). The season also includes Quatermass and Out of This
World episodes, etc. More details at www.bfi.org.uk.

Infinitely Improbable
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Publishers and Sinners. Paper Tiger’s parent company was singled out after
a Society of Authors survey of publishers’ ways: “Chrysalis Books took a
beating from authors – no great surprise to any member who has had dealings
with the company of late. [...] As we go to press we are helping a number of
members who have turned to the Society in despair about very slow
payment.” (The Author, Summer 2003)
You Can’t Do That! Wincanton, Somerset, twinned since last year with
Discworld’s Ankh-Morpork, has been officially forbidden to mention this
intangible link on road signs. “Somerset County Council wanted AnkhMorpork added to the signs but Whitehall refused, saying twin towns had to
actually exist.” (BBC News Online, 18 June) [BB]
R.I.P. Keith Bradley, old time UK fan involved with Mike Tealby’s late40s/early-50s fanzine Wonder, died unexpectedly on 20 May. [KS]
• Ken Grimwood (1944-2003), US radio journalist and author best known in
our genre for the World Fantasy Award-winning novel Replay (1986), died in
California on 6 June; he was 59. Replay, described by John Clute as “a highly
successful time fantasy”, gained a considerable cult following; Grimwood
was apparently working on a sequel.
• James England, UK author of the single sf novel The Measured Caverns
(1978), and for decades a member of the BSFA and associated writers’
groups, died in May. He was in his late sixties, and is survived by his wife
Jean and two children. [SP]
• Paul Harland (1960-2003; also known as John Paul Smit), Dutch fan and
writer, committed suicide on 17 June; he was only 43. [VD] Annemarie van
Ewijk mourns him as a “writer of the fantastic, musician, fan, co-organizer of
the Dutch Millennium Short Story Award and conductor of many writing
workshops.... His friends and Dutch fandom as a whole are devastated.”
• Kent Johnson, US fan since the mid-1970s, committed suicide on 14 May;
he was 46. Rich Coad writes: “Kent was a talented artist (he did the Joe
Strummer being attacked by Cthulhu cover for Space Junk), astroboy
impersonator, anime, Hong Kong movie and Canton-pop collector with an
encyclopedic knowledge of all 3.”
• David Newman (1937-2003), Oscar-nominated US screenwriter who cowrote the scripts of Bonnie and Clyde (1967), the first three Superman films
(1978-83), and Santa Claus: The Movie (1985), died on 27 June aged 66.
[PDF]
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• George and Jan O’Nale, who as the small press Cheap Street produced fine
sf/fantasy chapbooks for some 20 years from 1981, committed suicide
together on 27 May. Both were 56.
• Gregory Peck (1916-2003), US film actor who needs no introduction, died
on 12 May aged 87. His genre films include On the Beach (1959), Marooned
(1969), The Omen (1976) and The Boys from Brazil (1978; Peck played Dr
Josef Mengele). [GD]
As Others See Us. As a service to the editor’s sanity, further outbreaks of
Margaret Atwood have been censored. Oh, all right, just the one. Science
fiction, as opposed to what she writes, is distinguished by “talking squids in
outer space.” (BBC1 Breakfast News) [NLW]
James White Award for best short sf by a new writer: the next presentation
will be at Eastercon 2004 rather than Novacon 2003. Entry deadline is now
15 January 2004. (The JW award after that will be given at the 2005 UK
Worldcon in Glasgow.) Further details and entry forms: 211 Blackhorse Ave,
Dublin 7, Ireland.
Signs of the Times. The UK division of the on-line bookseller which I had
better refer to only as HugeSouthAmericanRiver cut its freelance reviewer
rates by 20% in June. Grumble, grump.
C.o.A. Amanda Baker, 37 Douglas Rd, Acock’s Green, Birmingham, B27
6HH. Victor Gonzalez, 9238 4th Ave SW, Seattle, WA 98106, USA.
Random Fandom. Kim Huett muses: “Isn’t Dumarest the name of the
retirement home for Ted Tubbs?”
• Julia Morgan-Scott sent Ansible a dozen tiny illustrations on a 3" x 12" strip
of very tough hardboard. By mighty efforts of applied leverage, the post
office managed to break it.
• Charlie Stross crossed the terrible divide on 28 June, as reported by Robert
Sneddon: “Multiple-award-losing author Charles David George Stross
(commonly known as Charlie) and his long-term partner K******
H********* (known to all and sundry as Feorag on pain of painful death
with extra pain on top to anyone revealing her True Name) signed off to
combining their lives, fortunes and sacred honours today at the local registry
office.” A seriously alcoholic honeymoon in Amsterdam followed.
• Harry Warner’s legendary fanzine collection is in limbo, Rich Lynch
reports. Although Harry wanted the fanzines and $10,000 for
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packing/shipping costs to go to the University of California-Riverside, he
never put this into the will which left his estate to the local Lutheran church.
Despite an earlier church statement that Harry’s plans for the collection
would be carried out, the church and the lawyer representing the estate have
been seduced by the heady smell of money. Bizarrely, they “have gotten the
idea that the monetary worth of the Warner collection is upwards of
$750,000. This was based on erroneous information that the Pelz collection
was worth that much when it was acquired by UC-R. Because of this, they
want to see how much they can get for it on the open market, regardless of
Harry’s stated wishes.” All the lawyer would say was: “the collection will be
sold.”
• Martin Morse Wooster sent 5,271,009 US newspaper articles (mostly from
the Washington Post) about a fat new book by someone called J.K. Rowling,
but happily this margin is too small to contain them.
Gaylactic Spectrum Awards novel shortlist for 2002 work: Don Sakers,
Dance for the Ivory Madonna; Ellen Kushner and Delia Sherman, The Fall of
the Kings; Laurie Marks, Fire Logic; Robert Sawyer, Hominids; Jane
Fletcher, Lorimal’s Chalice; Steven Harper, Nightmare: A Novel of the Silent
Empire; Kelley Eskridge, Solitaire. • Presentations at Torcon.
Thog’s Classical-Scientific-Etymological Special. “Athena was perhaps the
first mythical character to undergo parthenogenesis, having emerged fully
formed from the forehead of her father, Zeus. Hence her temple on the
Acropolis is called The Parthenon.” (Steve Connor, Independent Science
Editor, 10 June)
Forry vs Ferry. Forrest J. Ackerman’s lawsuit against Ray Ferry of Famous
Monsters of Filmland, for exploiting his creations and even his established
pseudonyms, is well known – and the verdict went against Ferry, who also
lost on appeal, as the Ackerman website explains with relish. But a singularly
weird web page, apparently Ferry’s own, claims that this was all a fix and
that judgements in favour of Ackerman were swayed by “a well entrenched
criminal conspiracy with ties to organized crime including drug trafficking,
money laundering and real estate swindles in southern California”. Just to
pile it on, “that organization may have ties to terrorist and/or anti-American
activities.” Supposedly a dossier about all this has been sent to many high
officials: “Mr. Bush has acknowledged Mr. Ferry’s advisory in a personal
letter to him and the White House has confirmed its interest in the matter.”
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Well, that should take his mind off the Middle East. Whatever next?
Bram Stoker Awards were presented on 7 June: LIFE ACHIEVEMENT J.N.
Williamson, Stephen King. NOVEL Tom Piccirilli, The Night Class. FIRST
NOVEL Alice Sebold, The Lovely Bones. LONG FICTION (tie) Thomas Ligotti,
“My Work Is Not Yet Done”, and Brian A. Hopkins, El Dia de Los Muertos.
SHORT FICTION Tom Piccirilli, “The Misfit Child Grows Fat on Despair”.
COLLECTION Ray Bradbury, One More for the Road. ANTHOLOGY John Pelan
(ed.), The Darker Side: Generations of Horror. NONFICTION Ramsey
Campbell, Ramsey Campbell, Probably. ILLUSTRATED NARRATIVE Robert
Weinberg, Nightside. SCREENPLAY Brant Hanley, Frailty. YOUNGER READERS
Neil Gaiman, Coraline. POETRY Mark McLaughlin, Rain Graves & David
Niall Wilson, The Gossamer Eye. ALTERNATIVE FORMS Steve & Melanie Tem,
“Imagination Box”. [L]
Whole Earth Horror. Cash shortage has delayed the Whole Earth Review’s
special issue on the Singularity, featuring such cosmos-bestriding sf
megastars as Vernor Vinge, Bruce Sterling, and Charles Stross. They beg for
help with printing costs, and have put extracts from that issue on line as a
tantalizer: http://wholeearth.com/. [MH]
Dan Dare, Pilot of the Future, will be commemorated on a British 68p
postage stamp in September – well, almost. The Royal Mail’s ever-active
Scraping The Barrel Division came up with the idea of celebrating “classic
transport toys”, including Mettoy’s friction-drive Space Ship Eagle (c1960)
from the Dare saga. [JC] Be still, my beating heart.
Outraged Letters. Brian Ameringen, ace book-hunter, brings a little gloom
into our lives: “In the first 6 months of 2003 I have noted the following: 17
bookshops closed. 8 remainder shops closed. 4 bookshops opened. 2
remainder shops opened. A continuing trend?”
Small Press. Light’s List (18th ed, 2003) covers some 1,400 Englishlanguage small press mags worldwide. 71pp. £3 inc post (US$7; $8 air) to
John Light, 37 The Meadows, Berwick-upon-Tweed, TD15 1NY. • My
collection of sf/fantasy parody and pastiche, He Do the Time Police in
Different Voices, is now available from Cosmos Books and Amazon. This
expands the slim The Dragonhiker’s Guide to Battlefield Covenant at Dune’s
Edge: Odyssey Two (1988) by 40,000 words; it’s dedicated to the publisher
of Dragonhiker, Rog Peyton. All right, I’ll go quietly now.
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Blurbismo. The jacket copy of David Jay Brown’s Brainchild (Falcon Press,
1988) promises cerebral thrills despite erratic prose: “A ‘neuroscience
fiction’ novel, explosive with the force of a 4.5 billion of years of evolution
behind it, guaranteed to liquefy and reform any brain with courage enough to
venture within its depths.” [PY] • Another quote targets fans of recreational
chemicals: “Contemporary Japan is exploding in slow-motion, and Kenji
Siratori arranges the blood and semen encrusted debris with the finesse of a
berserk Issey Miyake. Rendering English-language instantly redundant with
his relentless, murderous prose-drive, Siratori transmits his authentic,
category-A hallucinogenic product direct to his reader’s cerebellum.” Thus
Stephen Barber, author of Tokyo Vertigo, commending Kenji Siratori’s Blood
Electric. [PB]
Sturgeon Award short sf finalists, 2002: “Breathmoss”, Ian R. MacLeod
(Asimov’s May); “Bronte’s Egg”, Richard Chwedyk (F&SF Aug);
“Coelacanths”, Robert Reed (F&SF Mar); “Halo”, Charles Stross (Asimov’s
Jun); “In Paradise”, Bruce Sterling (F&SF Sep); “Liking What You See: A
Documentary”, Ted Chiang (Stories of Your Life and Others); “Madonna of
the Maquiladora”, Gregory Frost (Asimov’s May); “Over Yonder”, Lucius
Shepard (Sci Fiction 2 Jan); “The Seasons of the Ansarac”, Ursula K. Le
Guin (Infinite Matrix 3 Jun); “Singleton”, Greg Egan (Interzone Feb);
“Stories for Men”, John Kessel (Asimov’s Oct); “The Wild Girls”, Ursula K.
Le Guin (Asimov’s Mar); A Year in the Linear City, Paul Di Filippo.
The Dead Past. 25 Years Ago. Ron Bennett’s obituary of “Britain’s Mr
Science Fiction”, John Michael (Mike) Rosenblum, remembered his fanzines
Futurian War Digest and New Futurian, and his key role in organizing the
1937 Leeds sf convention. (Checkpoint 80, July 1978)
Group Gropes. Skeptics in the Pub (writes Rob Newman) “have now moved
to 3rd Thursday of every month to avoid clashing with ZZ9’s 3rd Wed
meeting. Attendee numbers are down so low they are desperate for the extra
five people this pulls in.” • London Beer and Blake’s 7 evenings, 1st Fri each
month, are now at the Shakespeare’s Head, 64-68 Kingsway (Africa House):
back of bar, 7pm on. [SR]
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Chronological Anomaly. “Twenty-four hours.
One day, Tucker calculated. Maybe two, if he was lucky.” (Taylor Smith, The
Innocents Club, 2000) [PB]
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• Eyeballs in the Sky Dept. “His eyes crawled up the wall before him.” (China
Miéville, King Rat, 1998) [LC]
• Dept of Regrettable Ambiguity. “Her dress was ragged at the hem, and too
short as the clear air pulled her up tall, but her cheeks were flushed with
excitement.” (Joan Hunter Holly, The Green Planet, 1960) [BA]
• Dept of Future Slang As It Used To Be. “‘Back in the twentieth century,’ he
explained, ‘Bellman of the Rand Corporation predicted 2% of the work force
would be able to produce all the country could consume by the year 2000 and
...’ ‘Don’t roach me funker,’ she said. ‘And don’t shirk off in your electrosteamer. This mopsy wants to poke.’” (Mack Reynolds, Commune 2000 A.D.,
1974) [AR]

Endnotes
Apparitions. 10 July, 8:30pm: Hayao Miyazaki’s Spirited Away (Oscar
winner, Hugo nominee) UK premiere at the Cambridge Film Festival. Second
showing on 12th; dubbed version on morning of 11th (special children’s
showing).
• 15 July, 7pm: Peter F. Hamilton at Waterstone’s, Broad St, Reading.
Tickets £3, redeemable against purchase of Misspent Youth.
• 22 July, 7-8pm: Bryan Talbot talk and slide show at Longsight Library, 519
Stockport Rd, Longsight, Manchester, M12 4NE. More info: Debbie Moody,
0161 256 3845.
• 19 August, 7pm: Robert Rankin at Waterstone’s, Broad St, Reading. Tickets
£3, redeemable against purchase of The Witches of Chiswick.
Wooden Rocket Awards for sf on the web were announced for the first time
in dizzyingly many categories, with The Alien Online occupying the star
position as Best Online Magazine: http://www.thealienonline.net. More,
much more, all too much more, at http://www.WoodenRocket.com.
Ansible 192 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2003. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Paul Barnett, Barbara Barrett, Lawrence Conquest, Jonathan Cowie, Gordon
Davie, Paul Di Filippo, Vince Docherty, Marty Halpern, Locus, Lloyd
Penney, Carol T.L. Phillips, Adam Roberts, Steve Rogerson, Ken Slater, N.
Lee Wood, Pete Young, and Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group
News), Janice Murray (North America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart
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(Thyme/Australia). 2 Jul 03.
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From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU. Net:
ansible@cix.co.uk, www.ansible.co.uk. ISSN 0265-9816. Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Julia Morgan-Scott. Available for SAE or modifications
of the Klydon beam.
Dying of the Light. Grim news from Darren Nash, senior editor at Earthlight
– a position for which he gave up a well-paid marketing job after assurances
that this Simon & Schuster UK sf/fantasy imprint would continue to be
supported by the parent company. Now the corporate bean-counters have
struck, with a vast S&S shake-up: Earthlight will be abolished at the end of
2003, while Darren gets the push in late September. Unsurprisingly he says:
“I’m desperately disappointed, appalled, disgusted ...” The Earthlight authors,
some awaiting contracts for their next series novels, may not be entirely
comforted by MD Ian Chapman’s official announcement that they “will be
published on the Simon & Schuster and Pocket lists where they will be given
the same profile and commitment as before, but will enjoy the benefits of
belonging to the main body of the fiction list.” These benefits, judging by the
recent fate of Chris Priest’s The Separation in that “main body”, could
include zero publicity budgets and clueless marketing; Darren laments that
“The trade press have printed Chapman’s corporate double-speak without
mentioning the obvious loss of focus on genre titles.” Earthlight’s founding
editor John Jarrold wrote (in The Alien Online): “I’m left with an emotional
response: sadness and depression. Having moved from Random House to
S&S in May 1997, after discussions about launching a new genre list with
Nick Webb, the then-MD, Earthlight took up my life until I left the company
in July 2002. So I feel that five years of my life, heart and soul, has now gone
for nothing.”

The Battle of Pico
Kevin J. Anderson’s favourite fan mail places him firmly in the earnings
class of, say, Stephen King: “Dear Mr. Anderson, I’m an average American
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and im 15 years old. You have more money then you know wat to do with so
it wouldnt hurt you to send me $5,000 dollars. Please, Im going to be 16 soon
and I need to buy a car. I only get paid minumum wage, and dont work
enought to make payments. All i want in life right now is a car, but i CANT
afford it. You have so much money, this wont hurt you at all. Just take 5 min
and write me a check please!! I need a car! • PS. You probly wont even read
this. Do you really care about me, your fan? Or am I just someone who gets u
more money? If you send me the check, I will totally beleieve you are the
most caring, genourous, kindest, sweetest person this planet has ever known.
If not...well no offense bur u’ll be just one of those rich conceited Hollywood
people who only think of themselves....”
Raymond Briggs, in his autobiographical retrospective Blooming Books,
reveals that his notorious personal eccentricity began early in life thanks to
his mother – who, he insists, was an inspiration for Fungus the Bogeyman.
(Independent, 22 July) The mind bogles.
Harlan Ellison’s piracy suit against AOL has progressed (following a
Californian court’s adverse ruling in March 2002) to the Ninth US Circuit
Court of Appeals – one level below the Supreme Court. [MMW]
Lisa Goldstein had an “As Others See Us” moment at a class on copyediting
fiction: “The instructor handed out a leaflet, and the first thing on it was a list
of the different types of fiction we will have to copyedit. First there was
‘Art’, then ‘Entertainment’, then ‘Dreck’. And ‘Dreck’ consisted of – you
guessed it – ‘fantasy, sci-fi, mystery, suspense ... ’After the class I went up to
her and told her I was a writer. ‘And I guess I write’ – big show of looking at
leaflet – ‘here it is, dreck.’ She did apologize, which I suppose is progress.
Later, though, studying the leaflet, I realized that ‘Entertainment’ is dreck
that she likes to read.”
Michael Swanwick reports momentous news which, if confirmed, could
shake the very foundations of sf scholarship. “I had a surprising conversation
at Readercon with literary superstar Samuel R. Delany, who told me of how
at an early Clarion the students and teachers had decided to see exactly how
bad a story they could write if they put their minds to it. Chip himself
contributed a paragraph to the round robin effort. Its title? ‘The Eye of
Argon’.” Paging Jim Theis ...
Note for the unlearned or irony-impaired: it is well known that
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“The Eye of Argon” was written by Jim Theis, which is why I
mentioned him. The great Chip Delany was surely misremembering
either a bad-writing exercise at Clarion or an occasion when Mr
Theis’s deathless work was passed around and admired by Clarion
members.
Quentin Tarantino pays homage to sf in his upcoming film Kill Bill,
according to a fragment of opening screenplay published in a UK newspaper.
BLACK FRAME / QUOTE APPEARS: / “Revenge is a dish best served cold” –
credited not to the usual sources like Les Liaisons Dangereuses (1782) or any
number of 19th-century proverb collections, but as “Old Klingon Proverb”.
(Independent Review, 22 July)
Gene Wolfe, as a writer in residence at the Odyssey workshop in mid-July,
caused much on-line buzz when he walked out early. Had the ungrateful
pupils refused to accept expert criticism? So it seemed when Wolfe was
handed a letter of protest, supposedly from most of the class but actually
from one “disruptive” member, threatening a student boycott for such
Wolfean crimes as opining that some attendees wrote better than others. Alas,
while Wolfe and the Lone Complainer exchanged strong words, many
workshop members nervously stayed well clear, giving the impression that a
boycott was indeed in progress....

Conima
9 Aug • A kind a magic [sic]: sf charity event, Braintree Institute, Bocking
End, Braintree. GoH Warwick Davis, Hattie Hayridge. Tickets £2.50, child
£1, family £5.50. Cheques to Braintree District Council, Tourist Info, Town
Hall, Market Place, Braintree, Essex, CM7 3YG.
11 Aug • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. 6:30pm. With Pat
Cadigan and Earthlight’s orphans: “I would like to get together as many of
the Earthlight authors as I can for a reading/signing, plus professionals in
publishing to discuss the crisis in SF publishing, and how the actions of large
corporations often seem to have absolutely no basis in reality.” Darren Nash
adds: “This isn’t to be a Simon & Schuster UK hate-session, but an elegy of
sorts to Earthlight, and an exploration of why SF&F is first out the door when
things become tough.”
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16 Aug • AKFT 7.5 (Trek), Pavilion Public House, 13-15 North Pole Rd,
London, W10 6QH. £3 at the door. Contact 0208 801 8867.
27 Aug • BSFA Open Meeting, Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London, EC1.
7pm on, fans present from 5pm. Guest speaker TBA.
28 Aug - 1 Sep • Torcon 3 (Worldcon), Toronto, Canada. $275C/$185US
reg; children (or supporting only) $60C/$40US. $295C at door. Contact PO
Box 3, Station A, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, M5W 1A2.
29-31 Aug • Festival of Fantastic Films #14, Renaissance Hotel,
Manchester. Numerous actor/director/sfx guests. £70 reg to Tony Edwards,
95 Meadowgate Rd, Salford, Manchester, M6 8EN.
5 Sep • British Fantasy Society open night, Princess Louise pub, High
Holborn, London. 6:30pm on. Also 5 Dec. All welcome.
10-12 Oct • Grissecon 1 (Wraeththu), Tillington Hall Hotel, Stafford. GoH:
Storm Constantine. £50 reg to 31 August, when advance booking closes.
Contact 6 St Leonards Ave, Stafford, ST17 4LT.
14-16 Nov • Alternate Universe (media), Thistle London Heathrow Hotel.
Many guests. For charity, says Brian Aldiss (running a workshop). £125
“VIP” reg, £85 weekend, £40 Fri. Contact Level 3 Conventions, 71 Virginia
Way, Reading, Berks, RG30 3QR. 0118 967 5739.
15-16 Nov • Wardrobe (costuming), now Boundary Hotel, Walsall. £35 reg
to 6 Oct, then £40; day £25 Sat, £15 Sun. Cheques to British Costume
Convention, 7 Church Close, Northwood, Middlesex, HA6 1SG.
5-7 Mar 04 • Oktokon/AKFT 8 (Trek), Fircroft Hotel, Owls Rd,
Bournemouth, BH5 1AE. £20 reg until 31 Oct 2003. Rooms £32 pppn half
board. Contact 0208 801 8867. Cheques (until official bank account is set up)
to D.E. Pratt, 12 Greenfield Rd, London, N15 5EP.

Infinitely Improbable
Still Yet More Awards. The John W. Campbell Memorial Award for best
SF novel of 2002 went to Nancy Kress for Probability Space, and the
Theodore Sturgeon Award for the year’s best short SF was won by Lucius
Shepard’s “Over Yonder” (Sci Fiction). [L]
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• Bob Graham’s children’s fantasy Jethro Byrde – Fairy Child won the Kate
Greenaway Medal. [PL]
• Seiun Awards for work translated into Japanese, 2002: NOVEL Robert J.
Sawyer, Illegal Alien; SHORT Greg Egan, “Luminous”.
As Others See Us. Max (Jennifer Government) Barry is yet another author
who defines sf by futuristic gadgetry and regards this with Atwood-like
alarm: “I had the idea for a story set in an ultra-capitalist world for a long
time. But I didn’t want to write a science-fiction book with laser guns and
flying cars. I was more interested in writing a social fiction: taking the world
we live in now and tweaking it a bit.” (Orbit Ezine 60) [DH] Of course no sf
author could create that kind of thing. The Observer’s reviewer agreed: “The
point of the dystopian satire, of course – as opposed to pure science-fiction –
is that its imagined world is both recognisable and chillingly possible ...” (27
July) [MM]
R.I.P. Alex Gordon (1922-2003), London-born film producer and
screenwriter, died in Los Angeles on 26 June; he was 80. Simo writes: “His
[1950s] genre credits include The She-Creature, Day the World Ended,
Voodoo Woman and Atomic Submarine. He also wrote Bride of the Monster
for Ed Wood and had a regular column in the early days of Fangoria.”
• Matt Jefferies, designer of many series props for the original Star Trek, died
on 21 July aged 82. The BBC website obituary included a picture of the USS
Enterprise (remember the Jefferies Tube?), described as “instantly
recognisable”; unfortunately they showed the film version, which Jefferies
didn’t design. [GD]
• Tim Maroney (1961-2003), US fan, Internet personality, and brother of
Kevin J. Maroney of The New York Review of SF, died with shocking
unexpectedness on 3 July; he was 41.
• Peter Redgrove (1932-2003), UK poet, author and playwright, died on 16
June aged 71. His novels – two co-written with his wife Penelope Shuttle,
who survives him – are mostly fabulations and occult fantasies; Steve Sneyd
reminds me that he wrote poetry with an sf flavour, some of it published in
New Worlds in the 1960s.
SF Mags Go Decimal. The Dell-owned sf magazines Analog and Asimov’s
are changing schedule to 10 rather than 11 issues a year, including two
double issues apiece. Interzone’s regular boast of being the only printed
fiction magazine to appear 12 times yearly couldn’t be made in 2002, with 10
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issues (two double). There’s been one double IZ this year, May/June: can Mr
Pringle avoid a second and stay ahead of his Dell rivals? If not, F&SF surges
into the lead, as I pointed out to Gordon Van Gelder – who said, “Good lord,
you’re right! If we continue to publish 11 issues a year and Analog publishes
10 per year, we’ll overtake them for the #1 spot of most issues in ... what, 300
years?”
C.o.A. Ray Holloway, 12 Oak Close, Tipton, DY4 0AY. Sarah Mooring, 5
Alwoodley Ct, King Lane, Leeds, LS17 7BB. (Goodbye to a long-time fan
address, 21 The Village St, home to the Pringles from the mid-70s, Simon
Ounsley from 1982, and Sarah & Dave Mooring from 1992.)
Sshh! Ray Bradbury is 83 on 22 August, and The Planetary Society hopes to
surprise him with the world’s largest birthday card. Enter your greetings at
https://planetary.org/bradbury/ by the 20th, and I assume they will be
transcribed to some suitable medium, such as Mars.
Mythopoeic Awards. ADULT Patricia A. McKillip, Ombria in Shadow.
CHILDREN’S Michael Chabon, Summerland. SCHOLARSHIP/INKLINGS Michael
D.C. Drout, ed., Beowulf and the Critics by J.R.R. Tolkien.
SCHOLARSHIP/OTHER Graham Anderson, Fairytale in the Ancient World.
[MKK]
Science Corner: Astronomy. “Like total eclipses, the chance to write a
Dalek story only happens once in a blue moon.”(Simon Clark, Telos
Publishing press release) [BJ]
Random Fandom. E.B. Frohvet, famously pseudonymous publisher of the
US fanzine Twink, declared in his 30th issue that this would be the last.
• Hal Hall, Curator and Senior Bibliographer of the SF Research Collection
at Texas A&M University, is looking for donations of fanzines. He can be
contacted at Cushing Library, 5000 TAMU, College Station, Texas, 778435000, (972) 862-1840. [LP]
• Kev McVeigh provides another “As Others See Us” submission, striking
unexpectedly close to home since the source is, um, my brother: “Your Life
Is Science Fiction, In A Flash You’ll be gone.” – from Walking on Hell’s
Roof Looking At The Flowers, The Waco Brothers, written and sung by Jon
Langford. Naturally I disclaim all responsibility.
• Andrew I. Porter has a tale to tell: “I gave a Hugo Award away, but it
wasn’t mine. Sort of. In 1970, I was assistant editor at F&SF. When the mag
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won the Hugo at Heicon, Ed Ferman suggested I keep the statue.
• The reason: Heicon was run by very inexperienced fans in Heidelberg,
Germany. Apparently, days before the con, they realized they had no Hugo
bases. So they cut up a plywood door into big squares and smaller squares,
which they glued together, smothered in brown enamel paint, and on which
the award plaques were glued. The result: one of the ugliest Hugo Award
bases, ever!
• So I’ve had the 1970 F&SF Hugo all these years, even after leaving the mag
in 1974. I offered to give the thing back to Ed several times, but every time,
he graciously declined.
• Jump forward to the present, when Gordon Van Gelder is the new
Editor/Publisher, all the fiction mags have seen better days (circulation wise),
and the mags themselves don’t win the awards: their editors do. I’ve been
threatening several times to travel across the Hudson River to far-off, exotic
Hoboken, New Jersey, to give Gordon a big, shiny, phallic rocketship thing.
• Instead, I used as a venue a neutral meeting point, the monthly KGB
reading series hosted by Ellen Datlow and Gavin Grant. And there, to
stunned disbelief on the part of many, perhaps even including Gordon Van
Gelder, the transfer was completed.”
• SORENSEN IN A BLACK HOLE (Welsh Daily Mirror, 31 July) is actually about
some footballer, but we’re sure Ian Sorensen would like the namecheck
anyway. [RM]
Clarion (East), the long established (since 1968) sf writers’ workshop, lost
its funding from Michigan State University – apparently as a result of a cash
crisis affecting the whole state. In July, millions of sf notables were urged to
rush e-mail to university officials and plead for a reprieve; the response was
overwhelming. Meanwhile, a fundraising campaign was kicked off by
Clarion co-founder Kate Wilhelm’s donation of $5,000. The story continues
at http://www.msu.edu/~clarion/, which also reveals that Kate Wilhelm is
writing a history of Clarion.
Outraged Letters. A191 correction: the fabulous Stross/Feorag wedding was
28 June, not May.
• Stephen Baxter on Margaret Atwood’s latest dismissive definition of sf,
“talking squids in outer space”: “Yikes, it’s all my fault then; I did have
talking squids in outer space, in my novel Time. Get a life, woman!” Jeff
VanderMeer adds: “I do agree that the disreputable ‘talking squid in outer
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space’ subgenre is giving sf a bad name. On the other hand, talking squid in a
fantasy or postmodern fantasy story are not only acceptable – they’re
expected! At least, by me.”
• Garry Kilworth spread sweetness and light as a con guest in the Czech
Republic: “There was a Czech rock band there called Perez who were great
fans of Rob Holdstock’s Mythago Wood. Their symbol was one of the masks
from his book cover. In fact they were considering changing their name to
Mythago Wood. Naturally I was somewhat jealous of Rob’s fame in the
Czech music world, so when they asked me if I thought the name would work
in English for a rock band, I said, ‘Well, it would be improved with a few
extra syllables. May I suggest the Mythago Woodentops?’ They seemed quite
excited by my advice.”
• Mike Moorcock on Simon & Schuster UK: “S&S have gone to the dogs
since John Jarrold and Co. left. Scribner went to the dogs, too.... They did
Mother London and London Bone while S&S did the fantasy. Everyone left
more or less at once. Ian Chapman’s the common denominator in that, I’d
say. Didn’t like his dad and don’t like him. I told them to fuck off.”
• Emma Tottman on the London Beer/B7 meeting venue (1st Fri each month):
“Just a quick not very cheery note to advise anyone going to the
Shakespeare’s Head by Holborn tube station: I had my purse, phone and
walkman stolen from my bag there [in July], and the police told me it occurs
regularly in there! Be warned, people ...”
Small Press. Warren Lapine & John Betancourt, supremos of DNA
Publications and Wildside Press, are launching the “Fantastic Book Club” in
September; the first title assembles uncollected shorts by Roger Zelazny.
More information from Fantastic Book Club, PO Box 2988, Radford, VA
24141, USA, or on line at www.fantasticbookclub.com.
As Others See Us. A pleasant surprise for once. New York Times film critic
A.O. Scott may not like The Hulk or The Matrix Reloaded, but has a good
word for sf. “[I]t has been a long time since anyone but a few unreconstructed
culture snobs has denied that sci-fi and superhero stories can be illuminating,
even profound, as well as entertaining. That argument is long settled: without
science fiction, we would lack a crucial imaginative resource for grappling
with the promise and peril of technology, and without comic books we would
have fewer heroes, fewer monsters, and thus a poorer idea of what it is to be
human.” [HOB]
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The Dead Past. Ten Years Ago: “Who Are The 50 Most Powerful People In
SF?” asked Paul Di Filippo in SF Age, and awesomely gave his choices.
Listed earth-shakers of UK origin or address were: J.G. Ballard, Arthur C.
Clarke, John Clute, David Garnett, and an exultant David Pringle. (Ansible
73, Aug 1993) I wonder whom Paul would pick now?
Thog’s Masterclass. Relativity Dept. “London was a city of ghosts, some
deader than others.” (Mark Billingham, Scaredy Cat, 2002) [PB]
• Dept of Sexy Cars for Sexy People. “He appreciated the fact that the woman
who walked beside him was young and virile by her carriage.” (Russell
Thorndike, Dr.Syn Returns, 1935) [DeL]
• Dept of Unfortunate Juxtaposition. “And they had a wonderful sail on the
dancing trimaran all the way around Acadia Park Island and back to a great
clam dinner. That night in bed afterwards Loolie brought it up again.” (James
Tiptree Jr, “Forever to a Hudson Bay Blanket”, 1972) [BJ]

Endnotes
Apparitions. 19 August, 7pm: Robert Rankin at Waterstone’s, Broad St,
Reading. Tickets £3, redeemable against purchase of The Witches of
Chiswick. • 27 August BSFA meeting: guests now announced as Elizabeth &
Deidre Counihan, editors of Scheherezade.
Stamp Out Dan Dare! Donning his Anorak of Erudition, Simo crushingly
responds to the Dan Dare philately item in A192: “As I’m sure you’re already
aware, Colonel Dare has already been commemorated on a British stamp,
these 12 years gone by:
http://www.2000ad.nu/spacefleet/merchandise/ddstamp.jpg.”
Electrical Eggs UK, promoting and advising on disabled access at
conventions, has a website again after a long interregnum:
http://www.electrical-eggs.org.uk .
Ansible 193 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2003. Thanks to Paul Barnett,
Marion Byott, Gordon Davie, David Hebblethwaite, Ben Jeapes, Mary Kay
Kare, Denny Lien, Locus, Mark McCann, Rob Miller, Hal O’Brien,
Lawrence Person, Publishers Lunch, Martin Morse Wooster, and Hero
Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group News), Janice Murray (North
America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Australia). 6 Aug 03.
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Ansible 194, September 2003
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU. Net:
ansible@cix.co.uk, www.ansible.co.uk. ISSN 0265-9816. Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Joe Mayhew. Available for SAE or mutated beavers that
can telepath and teleport.
Torcon 3. My first visit to Toronto, and my first NA Worldcon since 1980 –
so it was a totally new experience to, er, pick up a Hugo there: “I’m sorry
Martin Hoare can’t be with us tonight....” Many thanks to all.
Hugos. My ego was crushed by the introduction of the George R.R. Martin
Hugo Award Metric. As a GoH, George led up to his presentation of the bestnovel Hugo by defining this in leering, lip-smacking tones, as The Big One.
Almost he seemed to be talking about something else altogether. “All Hugos
are created equal and free – but Joe Haldeman has the big one. Connie Willis
also has a big one. Ursula Le Guin has two big ones. Fortunately, Gardner
Dozois has twelve little ones. Howard Waldrop has ... none at all.” The
inexorable logic of this Hugo hierarchy has collapsed my own record into one
little one. Plus 22 utterly infinitesimal ones. • After suitable agonizing delays
while toastmaster Spider Robinson played his guitar, sang a little song called
“Fifty Ways to Lose a Hugo”, and made various rude political comments
about the USA, we heard the results, culminating with:
Robert Sawyer, Hominids. “I’d like to thank J.K. Rowling
for being late delivering her MS ...” (This result led to what I will
nervously call some controversy in subsequent on-line discussion.)
NOVELLA Neil Gaiman’s all-conquering Coraline.
NOVELETTE Michael Swanwick, “Slow Life”. (Novelette and Novella
were presented in reverse order owing to Spider Robinson’s exciting
ploy of mixing up the cue cards.)
SHORT Geoffrey A. Landis, “Falling onto Mars”.
DRAMATIC, LONG The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers – Peter Jackson
sent an enthusiastic thank-you video, confessing to being a long-term
fan who cut his teeth on Famous Monsters of Filmland.
THE BIG ONE
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Judith Merril and Emily Pohl-Weary, Better To Have
Loved: The Life of Judith Merril.
PRO EDITOR Gardner Dozois. Who exulted: “The golden age of science
fiction is right now!”
PRO ARTIST Bob Eggleton.
DRAMATIC, SHORT Buffy the Vampire Slayer, “Conversations with Dead
People”.
SEMIPROZINE Locus.
FANZINE Mimosa ... whose final issue was distributed at Torcon.
FAN WRITER Dave Langford. Has the man no shame?
FAN ARTIST Sue Mason – her first win. Congratulations!
RELATED BOOK

Also at Torcon: John W. Campbell Award for best new writer: Wen
Spencer. Further presentations at the Hugo extravaganza: the First Fandom
Hall of Fame Award, to Philip Francis Nolan (posthumously) and Philip José
Farmer; the Moskowitz Archive Award, to Rusty Hevelin; and the Big Heart
Award, to John Hertz.
• The LA (Anaheim) bid for the 2006 Worldcon defeated Kansas City by 74
votes. KC held its victory party anyway, with the outline of the bid’s corpse
prominently chalked – well, taped – on the floor.
• Sidewise Awards for alternate history: Long Form was a tie, Martin J.
Gidron’s The Severed Wing and Harry Turtledove’s Ruled Britannia. Short
Form: William Sanders, “Empire”.
• Cruellest item in the traditional spoof newsletter’s Lost and Found column:
“David Brin lost the Best Novel Hugo. Could whoever has it, please return it
to him?” (His Kiln People placed second.)
• The final Torcon “warm body” attendance count that I heard was 3,725.
• Gaylactic Spectrum Award winners included Laurie Marks for Fire Logic
(novel) and Sarah Monette for “Three Letters from the Queen of Elfland”
(short).
• The business meeting voted for a 2-year rather than a 3-year lead time for
future Worldcon bidding from 2006; this depends on ratification in Boston
next year.
• Prometheus Award for “libertarian” sf: Terry Pratchett, Night Watch.
• Much bizarreness broke out at the closing ceremony, with Torcon chair
Peter Jarvis gassed and superseded by Noreascon 4’s Deb Geisler in a little
Prisoner spoof: “You are number 61 ... I am the new number 62.” Also at this
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final event, George R.R. Martin’s ill-concealed, Viagraesque longings were
gratified at last! In the form of a glittering, inflatable Hugo rocket – liberated
from the Noreascon party and fully seven feet long – George received The
Even Bigger One.

Attacked by a Gigantic Beaver!
Brian Aldiss provides a book report: “The Astronomer Royal, Martin Rees,
reveals that he reads SF with respect. See his new book, Our Final Century.
It’s something like a work of SF itself. Quoted are greats like Greg Benford,
David Brin, Phil Dick – oh, and H.G. Wells. Book is a cheery beach read – as
long as you can find a stony enough beach.”
Margaret Atwood’s careful rejection of the sf label was rewarded on 15
Aug, when Oryx and Crake made the Booker Prize longlist. [PL]
Ray Bradbury revealed all about his sf career: “It’s a lie. I was never a
science-fiction writer. Science fiction is the art of telling things that can really
happen because they exist physically ... Fantasy is about things that can’t
happen, that you make happen anyway, which is what I do.” Bradbury never
a science fiction writer? What, never? Hardly ever: “The only completely
science fiction story I’ve ever written was Fahrenheit 451.” (New York Daily
News, 14 August) [TC]
Edward Bryant had a quadruple heart bypass on 11 August. He was off the
ventilator and talking by the next day, and out of intensive care very shortly
after. “If you wish to send cards, please send them to his home address: 2103
W. 28th Ave, Denver, CO 80211, USA.” [LM]
Kelly Freas broke his hip in August. Lydia Marano writes: “Despite his age,
the prognosis is very good and he’s not expected to be incapacitated for
long.” But he couldn’t be at Torcon as a guest of honour, alas.
Diana Wynne Jones reports fundamental flaws at the Edinburgh Book
Festival: “Not only did they seem to have little but Gaelic poetry in the
bookshop tent, but they also had an insane arrangement whereby the author’s
loo (a specially provided Portaloo) was kept permanently locked. If you
needed to go, you were supposed to go to a stone faced lady in boots and ask
for the key. Then, provided you could PROVE you were an author, she
grudgingly dispensed the key, with strict orders to bring it straight back
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afterwards. And – here was the cunning bit – there was no way of finding this
out. I ran into this difficulty after having done two sessions and two signings
and got – as one does – quite anxious for a loo. Having rattled unavailingly at
the door of the thing, I was wondering if I could make it back to the hotel and
risk an accident on the way, when a tiny Scottish lady – she had waist length
white hair and was wrapped in a black crochet shawl – seemed to sense my
problem. She stood opposite the nearest tent and screamed repeatedly into it,
‘This wumman needs the toilet!’ And when, finally, a bored man grudgingly
emerged, she positively shrieked, pointing wildly in my direction, ‘THAT
WUMMAN THERE!’ A small crowd gathered as the bored man came up to me
and explained the arrangement. When I looked round for the tiny lady, she
had vanished. Hm. Yes, I did get to the loo in the end. But I don’t think I
want to take part in this event again.”
Terry Pratchett admits to being subliminal: “At no time do the words
‘follow the yellow sick toad’ appear in The Wee Free Men, but judging from
my mail, many readers read the pun by a sort of mental transmission.”
(Discworld 101 panel, Torcon)

Confiserie
15 Sep • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. 6:30pm. With Pat
Cadigan, Tricia Sullivan and Gwyneth Jones. “The Diva requests that you
show up especially for this because she will still be in the process of
celebrating her 50th birthday [10 Sep]. So come and wish me a Happy
Birthday. Or Else.”
24 Sep • BSFA Open Meeting, Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London, EC1.
7pm on, fans present from 5pm. Guest speaker TBA.
27 Sep - 3 Oct • Milford (UK) SF Writer’s Conference, Hedley House
Hotel, York. Published authors only. Info from Liz Williams (Secretary), Top
Flat, 8 Bedford St, Kemp Town, Brighton, BN2 1AN.
27-8 Sep • Phoenix Convention (P-Con), Ashling Hotel, Parkgate St, Dublin
8. Euro30 reg; Euro35 at door; Euro10 supp. Contact: Yellow Brick Road, 8
Bachelors Walk, Dublin 1, Ireland.
4 Oct • NewCon2, “Roadmender”, 1 Ladys Lane, Northampton, NN1 3AH.
11am-6pm. £8 reg (£5 students/unwaged); £9 (or £5) at door. Northampton
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SF Writers Group, 16 Albany Rd, Northampton, NN1 5LZ.
10-12 Oct • Grissecon 1 (Wraeththu), Tillington Hall Hotel, Stafford. GoH:
Storm Constantine. Advance booking now closed. £60 at door. Contact
(address change) 8 Rowley Grove, Stafford, ST17 9BJ.
21-23 Nov • FantasyCon 2003, Tillington Hall Hotel, Stafford. Now £50
(BFS members £45), rising to £60 (£55) after 30 September. Contact (SAE)
Beech House, Chapel Lane, Moulton, Cheshire, CW9 8PQ.
2-6 Sep 04 • Noreascon 4 (62nd Worldcon), Boston, MA. $160 reg, rising to
$180 on 1 Oct. Unchanged: children $105, supporting membership $35.
Contact PO Box 1010, Framingham, MA 01701, USA.
23-27 Aug 06 • L.A.con IV (64th Worldcon), Anaheim, California. GoH
Connie Willis, James Gurney, Howard DeVore, Frankie Thomas. $125 reg,
site selection voters $80, other complex discounts. Contact L.A.con IV, c/o
SCIFI Inc, PO Box 8442, Van Nuys, CA 91409, USA.
Rumblings • The Wrexham Science Festival (18-28 Mar 04) plans to
include an sf event with the help of the Welsh SF Association, and possibly a
£1,000 prize competition for short sf films.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Rebecca Eckler of Canada’s National Post took an
unprejudiced view of the Torcon Hugos: “I wasn’t happy about attending, to
say the least, as it was a Saturday night, on the long weekend, and I could
think of a trillion things I’d rather be doing – like absolutely nothing – than
hanging out with a bunch of sci-fi geeks. (It’s OK to call them geeks because
they call themselves geeks. This year’s Hugo winner, Canadian Robert J.
Sawyer, even described himself that night as a ‘fat, bald geek who knows
way too much Star Trek trivia.’)” (2 Sep) [EW] A notable feat of telepathic
reporting, since Robert Sawyer’s Big One was presented last and (after
getting substantially less polite) Eckler also brags about “walking out
halfway through the awards.” Another mordant comment, couched in tones
of sartorial horror, was that “75% of those in attendance were wearing
glasses”. How geeky of them.
Astronomy Corner. “... it was often thought that Venus might be more
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promising as a potential colony. It is twenty miles closer to the Sun than we
are, making it more outwardly attractive.” (Sir Patrick Moore, Eighty Not Out
[autobiography], 2003) [DAH]
R.I.P. Charles Bronson (1921-2003), US actor who made rare genre
appearances in House of Wax (1953), Master of the World (1961) and TV’s
Twilight Zone (1961), died on 30 August aged 81. [SG]
• Russ (Louis Russell) Chauvenet (1920-2003), old-time US fan whose 1940s
fanzines included Detours and Sardonyx, died peacefully on 24 June, aged
83. [AH] He will always be remembered – in the Oxford English Dictionary
as well as sf fandom – for coining the word “fanzine” in October 1940.
• Gordon Creighton (1908-2003), UK diplomat, civil servant, and editor of
Flying Saucer Review, died on 16 July aged 95. He saw his first UFO in
1941, became a contributor to the magazine in 1955, and took over as editor
in 1982. [JE]
• James Hale (?1946-2003), UK editor and literary agent who notoriously
“discovered” Iain Banks’s The Wasp Factory on the Macmillan slushpile,
died on 14 August aged 57. Iain always insisted on Hale as his freelance
editor, even when they’d both left Macmillan.
• Mike Hinge (1931-2003), New Zealand-born sf artist long resident in the
USA, died on or near 9 August, his 72nd birthday. [MM/SM] I admired his
1970s covers for Amazing, whose (then) editor Ted White writes: “I ran more
than half a dozen covers by Mike – all of which I loved – as well as interior
art and running heads in Amazing/Fantastic. Mike also had two covers on
Time magazine.” A selection of his work appeared as The Mike Hinge
Experience (1973) [NR]
• Martin Smith (1963-2003), popular UK fan affectionately known as
“Bloody Martin Smith of Croydon”, died from liver failure in mid-August, a
few weeks after being diagnosed with diabetes. He was only 40 and will be
much missed. [RH]
• William Woolfolk (1917-2003), US novelist and TV writer who as Bill
Woolfolk scripted many 1940s comics (including Superman and Batman for
DC), died on 20 July; he was 86. He liked to boast of having coined Captain
Marvel’s famous ejaculation, “Holey Moley!” [JS]
C.o.A. Bill Bowers (from 1 Oct), 6000 Townevista Dr, Apt 114, Cincinnati,
OH 45224-1762, USA. Andrew M. Butler (from 13 Sep), 1 Henry Court,
Gordon Rd, Canterbury, Kent, CT1 3PL. Erika Maria Lacey, 10/8 Prince St,
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Woodridge, Qld 4114, Australia. Sue Mason, 19 Boundary St, Lostock
Gralam, Northwich, Cheshire, CW9 7NG.
World Fantasy Award finalists for 2002 work:
Jeffrey Ford, The Portrait of Mrs Charbuque; Gregory Frost,
Fitcher’s Brides; Graham Joyce, The Facts of Life; Patricia A. McKillip,
Ombria in Shadow; China Miéville, The Scar.
NOVELLA Charles de Lint, Seven Wild Sisters; Paul Di Filippo, A Year in
the Linear City; Neil Gaiman, Coraline; Elizabeth Hand, “The Least
Trumps” (Conjunctions 39); Zoran Zivkovic, “The Library” (Leviathan
3).
SHORT Jeffrey Ford, “Creation” (F&SF 5/02) and “The Weight of
Words” (Leviathan 3); Neil Gaiman, “October in the Chair”
(Conjunctions 39); Stephen Gallagher, “Little Dead Girl Singing”
(Weird Tales Spring 02); William Browning Spencer, “The Essayist in
the Wilderness” (F&SF 5/02).
ANTHOLOGY Ellen Datlow & Terri Windling, The Green Man and Year’s
Best Fantasy and Horror 15; Peter Straub, Conjunctions 39: The New
Wave Fabulists; Brian M. Thomsen, The American Fantasy Tradition;
Jeff VanderMeer & Forrest Aguirre, Leviathan 3.
COLLECTION Charles de Lint, Waifs and Strays; Jeffrey Ford, The
Fantasy Writer’s Assistant; Robin McKinley & Peter Dickinson, Water;
Richard Parks, The Ogre’s Wife; Jeff VanderMeer, City of Saints and
Madmen; Chet Williamson, Figures in Rain.
ARTIST Kinuko Y. Craft, Tom Kidd, Gary Lippincott, Dave McKean,
John Jude Palencar, Charles Vess.
SPECIAL/PROFESSIONAL Paul Barnett (Paper Tiger art books), Ellen
Datlow (editing), William Schafer (Subterranean Press), Gary Turner &
Marty Halpern (Golden Gryphon Press), Gordon van Gelder (F&SF),
Terri Windling (editing).
SPECIAL/NON-PROFESSIONAL Peter Crowther (PS Publishing), Gavin Grant
& Kelly Link (Small Beer Press), Sean Wallace (Prime Books), Michael
Walsh (Old Earth Books), Jason Williams & Jeremy Lassen & Benjamin
Cossel (Night Shade Books).
NOVEL

Random Fandom. Martin Hoare sent an exultant postcard from
Finncon/Eurocon: “I won the Drabble competition and they are publishing
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it.”
• Rich Lynch explained his and Nicki’s fanzine plans after Mimosa: “We’re
waiting for the economy to recover.”
• Pádraig Ó Méalóid announced that on 13 August 2004, “myself and the
lovely Deirdre Walsh are getting married. To one another, that is.”
• Catherine Pickersgill casually let slip that she is no longer Catherine
McAulay.
Rhysling Awards for sf poetry: SHORT Ruth Berman, “Potherb Gardening”
(Asimov’s 12/02). LONG (tie) Charles Saplak and Mike Allen, “Epochs in
Exile: A Fantasy Trilogy” (Eotu Ezine, 2/02), and Sonya Taaffe,
“Matlacihuatl’s Gift” (Dreams and Nightmares, 9/02). [SEG]
As Others See Us. John D. MacDonald, writing about his sf novels, was an
early adopter of our favourite distancing technique: “They are both more
accurately categorized as science fantasy than as science fiction, in that they
are neither space-adventure, nor mad-scientist, nor doom-machine epics.”
(1968 afterword to Ballroom of the Skies) [BA]
Outraged Letters. Paul Barnett/John Grant is “vaguely wondering if I’ve
scored a unique (albeit a mightily trivial) ‘first’. I cannot recall anyone before
having been nominated for Hugo and WFA in the same year under two
different names. I must make the time to check this out, then if necessary
send a telegram to The Guinness Book of Records ...”
• Malcolm Edwards reveals his secret longings: “As a lifelong supporter of
Sunderland FC, can I express my delight that Ansible has finally seen the
light and run a news story about one of our players, namely goalkeeper
Thomas Sorensen (SORENSEN IN A BLACK HOLE). Admittedly he’s on his way to
Aston Villa, but it still gave me a warm glow. I’m sure Steve Baxter, if no
one else, will join me in calling for more football-related items in your
columns.”
• John Jarrold liked “Mike Moorcock’s very kind words in A193, very
gratefully received. I think everyone who knows me is perfectly well aware
how I feel about the demise of Earthlight. However, I should say that Darren
Nash has done a terrific job in very difficult circumstances. I left Simon &
Schuster on July 31 2002 and Darren moved from a very successful job in
their marketing department to take over Earthlight in the autumn, having
asked about the imprint’s future and been given assurances. He deserves far,
far better treatment than he has received. Darren is both very enthusiastic and
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very knowledgeable about SF and Fantasy. I hope his marketing background
will allow him to return to publishing very quickly.”
Personal Note. I’m very sorry to record the unexpected death on 28 August
of Jean Salter (1925-2003): Hazel’s mother, a kind lady and an avid sf reader
who was amazingly tolerant of having me as son-in-law. She is survived by
her husband Jack. (This is why Ansible is late.)
The Dead Past. Thirty Years Ago: Peter Roberts disclaimed responsibility
for the Toronto Worldcon newsletter’s line “HEAR ME TORCON 2 YOU”, and
quoted a word-of-mouth report of 2,700 attendees. The big Worldcon list
now says 2,900.... (Checkpoint 42, October 1973)
Group Gropes. Brum Group meetings (2nd Fri each month) have moved to
the Britannia Hotel in New St. • South Hants SF Group (2nd & 4th Tue) now
at rear of The John Jacques, Fratton Rd, Portsmouth.
Thog’s Masterclass. Striking Simile Dept. “... the abbot watched dazedly as
they rushed like lemurs towards destruction.”
• Literality Dept. “Dr. Runnicels, Immaculate’s chief of staff, literally
dripped Southern courtesy.”
• Theology Dept. “Catholics as a rule avoid divorce – unless one of them
dies.”
• Eyeballs in the Sky Dept. “Anita’s brown, penetrating eyes never left
David’s face, except to pour cups of tea.”
• Aerostatics Dept. “The vultures, aware of this supernatural transformation,
halted in their flight.” (all from Frank Corsaro, Kunma, 2003) [PB]

Endnotes
Apparitions. 12 Sep, 7:30pm: Jonathan Tate of Spaceguard UK talks to the
Birmingham SF Group at the Britannia Hotel (2nd floor), New St. £4
admission, members £3.
Remembering Robert L. Forward (who died last September): the Benford
twins, Gregory and James, published an obituary for him in Physics Today,
August 2003: http://www.physicstoday.org/vol-56/iss-8/p66.html.
The Welsh SF Association has set up an email group for discussion of sf and
fandom in Wales. To join (it says here), send email to Welsh_SF326

subscribe@yahoogroups.co.uk or visit the WSFA web site at
www.wsfa.org.uk.
As Eckler Sees Us. Researchers assure me that the scornful Rebecca Eckler
(see above) did not single out sf fandom particularly, since she writes pretty
much the same story about every event she covers.
Ansible 194 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2003. Thanks to Adina Adler,
Brian Ameringen, Paul Barnett, Tony Cullen, John Eggeling, Scott E. Green,
Steve Green, David A. Hardy, Arthur Hlavaty, Mike McInerney, Lydia
Marano, Sandy Meschkow, Publishers Lunch, Joyce Scrivner, Edward
Willett, and Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group News), Janice
Murray (North America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Australia). 9 Sep
03.
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Ansible 195, October 2003
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU. Net:
ansible@cix.co.uk, www.ansible.co.uk. ISSN 0265-9816. Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Joe Mayhew. Available for SAE, xylph senses or
raultronic transmitters.
Clarke Horror! A spectre is haunting the Arthur C. Clarke Award, the
spectre of cashflow.... The presentation budget has been cut to the bone by
Rocket Publishing. Henceforth there will be no money for parties or hire of
facilities – only Sir Arthur’s personal £2000-odd for the prize itself. ACCA
administrator Paul Kincaid writes: “Rocket Publishing is the UK
representative of Sir Arthur, and has provided all funding for the Award since
its inception. I understand that this funding cut is part of wider cutbacks at
Rocket Publishing. This news has come out of the blue. I have had no
warning that it was even on the cards. However, for the last few months I
have been seeking extra funding for the Award and a number of promising
options are open to us. These should ensure that the Award continues as
before.” If you have any clever ideas to help the ACCA finances, do let Paul
know: arthurcclarkeaward@yahoo.co.uk.

Lords of the Psychon
Margaret Atwood reached the six-strong Booker Prize shortlist with her
undeniably (except by her) sf novel Oryx and Crake. She has been nominated
five times and won the 2000 prize for The Blind Assassin. One major firm of
UK bookies listed her as favourite, with odds of 2-1.
Jack Chalker collapsed on 18 September, and hospital tests found evidence
of a heart attack, perhaps not a recent one. He returned home some days later.
[JS/EW] All best wishes for further recovery.
Robert Heinlein’s latest memorial is the $500,000 Heinlein Prize, to be
awarded “as frequently as annually” for “practical accomplishments in
commercial space activities”. The 29 September release from the trustees of
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the Robert A. and Virginia Heinlein Prize Trust stresses that “the award is for
effort by an individual – not corporate or government sponsored activities –
and that the Heinlein Prize is intended to be world-wide in scope.” Are you
listening at the back there, Gerry Webb?
Diana Wynne Jones, I unjustly suspected, must have been exaggerating
when she reported from the Edinburgh Festival that “the feisty photographer
from SFX decided that the best and most typical pose for me was halfway
down the stairs to the hotel toilets, where she had me leaning against the wall
idly toying with a beer bottle. Now what gave her that idea?” Sure enough,
though, SFX 110 (Nov) has a full-page pinup photo of Leading Fantasy
Author, Toilet Stairs and Beer Bottle.
Stephen King won the US National Book Foundation’s 2003 “Medal for
Distinguished Contribution to American Letters”. (Past recipients include
Ray Bradbury.) According to King, “This is probably the most exciting thing
to happen to me in my career, I’ll return the [$10,000] cash award ... the
medal I will keep and treasure for the rest of my life.” Harold Bloom was
swift to imply a comparison of King with Dickens: “He is a man who writes
what used to be called penny dreadfuls. That they could believe that there is
any literary value there or any aesthetic accomplishment or signs of an
inventive human intelligence is simply a testimony to their own idiocy.” (NY
Times, 15 Sep) [PDF] Much uproar followed. Perhaps the most restrained
comment was Neil Gaiman’s measured observation in his weblog: “Harold
Bloom is a twerp.”
Mary Shelley is to be commemorated by a blue English Heritage plaque on
the London house where she died – an honour proposed in 1975 but resisted
by the vicar who then lived there. He objected to the words “author of
Frankenstein”, presumably for fear of crowds of peasants with torches, and
felt that “author(ess) and wife of the poet” would suffice. [IoS 14 Sep] The
news that EH was going ahead with “author of Frankenstein” brought
renewed protest from the Reverend, arguing that the general public would be
unable to work out that the honour was for the novel rather than all those
horrible, tacky film versions. [21 Sep]

Contorniate
4 Oct • NewCon2, “Roadmender”, 1 Ladys Lane, Northampton, NN1 3AH.
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11am-6pm. £8 reg (£5 students/unwaged); £9 (or £5) at door. Northampton
SF Writers Group, 16 Albany Rd, Northampton, NN1 5LZ.
10-12 Oct • Grissecon 1 (Wraeththu), Tillington Hall Hotel, Stafford. £60 at
the door. Contact 8 Rowley Grove, Stafford, ST17 9BJ.
13 Oct • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. 6:30pm. With Pat
Cadigan, Jay Caselberg, and Graham Joyce.
16 Oct • Skeptics in the Pub, Old Kings Head, London Bridge, 7pm for
7:30. With Robert Newman. £2 admission; “free” snacks.
19 Oct • 14th UK Paperback & Pulp Bookfair, Park Plaza Hotel, 239
Vauxhall Bridge Rd, London SW1. 10am-4pm. £2.50 admission. Mass
sf/fantasy/horror signing in early afternoon.
22 Oct • BSFA Open Meeting is CANCELLED: the Rising Sun pub is being
redecorated. Work should finish before the 26 Nov meeting.
24-26 Oct • They Came and Shaved Us (in the vein of Aliens Stole My
Handbag etc), Fairways Hotel, Dundalk, Co. Louth, Ireland. UK £35 reg, to
13a Bridge Rd, Uxbridge, Middlesex, UB8 2QW. Irish/Euro £(I)55/Euro55,
to 123 Carnlough Rd, Cabra West, Dublin 7, Ireland.
31 Oct - 2 Nov • ArmadaCon 15, Copthorne Hotel, Plymouth. Now £30 reg;
same at door. Day rates: Fri £5, Sat £15, Sun £10. Contact 20 Pinewood Cl,
Plymton, nr Plymouth, S. Devon, PL7 2DW; 01752 342818. Plus
“Armadageddon” games event: Sat 10-4, Sun 11-4, £2/day.
31 Oct - 2 Nov • Dracula Society 30th Anniversary, Royal Victoria & Bull
Hotel, High St, Rochester, Kent. £70 (members £60) inc lunch, dinner,
masked ball. Further information 020 8749 2694.
7-9 Nov • Novacon 33, Quality Hotel, Walsall. £35 reg to 19 Oct, £40 at
door. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
21-23 Nov • FantasyCon 2003, Tillington Hall Hotel, Stafford. Now £60
(British Fantasy Society members £55). Contact (SAE) Beech House, Chapel
Lane, Moulton, Cheshire, CW9 8PQ.
5-8 Aug 04 • Eurocon 04, Plovdiv, Bulgaria. Information awaited at website
under construction: http://www.bgcon.org.
2-6 Sep 04 • Noreascon 4 (62nd Worldcon), Boston, MA. Now $180 reg.
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Unchanged: children $105, supporting membership $35. Contact PO Box
1010, Framingham, MA 01701, USA.
16-17 Oct 04 • Octocon 2004 (Irish national con), Chief O’Neill’s Hotel,
Smithfield Village, Dublin 7. Guests TBA. Euro20/£15 reg until 1 November;
Euro10/£7 supp to “freeze” total price at Euro25/£20. Contact Basement Flat,
26 Longford Terrace, Monkstown, Co. Dublin, Ireland.
13-14 Nov 04 • P-Con 2, Ashling Hotel, Parkgate St, Dublin. Rates TBA.
Contact: Yellow Brick Rd, 8 Bachelors Walk, Dublin 1, Ireland. This moved
from the former 16-17 Oct when Octocon 2004 was announced.

Infinitely Improbable
Publishers and Sinners. A top-echelon reshuffle at Orion: Anthony
Cheetham, Chief Executive, has been fired and replaced by Peter Roche (both
were founders of Orion in 1991), while our very own Malcolm Edwards
moves into the brand-new post of Deputy Chief Executive and Publisher,
with full powers of high, middle and low justice to “direct publishing policy
across the group”. No alarming changes to the Victor Gollancz sf/fantasy
imprint are expected. “Business very much as usual is the message,” says
VG’s Jo Fletcher. • Perhaps coincidentally, the Gollancz publicist Nicola
Sinclair announced soon afterwards that she would be leaving in January
2004 after choosing her own replacement.
As Others See Us. “All the technology’s based on future science fact as
opposed to science fiction. We don’t know the details of course, but
nanotechnology should theoretically be possible, and we could potentially
have something like the SoulCatcher chips. It might not be possible for 100
years, but is theoretically possible. I think it’s best described as science
conjecture as opposed to Science fiction.” (Publicity interview with
developers of rereleased PC game Hostile Waters) [DD]
Small Press. Postscripts is a new book-format magazine edited by Peter
Crowther of PS Publishing. PS editor/assistant Nick Gevers said: “Our plan is
to run a balance of SF, Fantasy, and Horror – the line-up is looking very
strong – as well as high-profile guest editorials and in-depth review essays.”
£5/$8 per issue; also a limited, numbered hardback at (ouch) £50/$80.
Hamilton House, 4 Park Ave, Harrogate, HG2 9BQ. Please note this market
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is invitation-only for the time being.
Thog’s Nationality Masterclass. “Terry Pratchett is one of America’s most
entertaining writers,” said the Powell’s City of Books website. [PW]
R.I.P. Kir Bulychev (1934-2003) was the sf pseudonym of Russian author
and historian Igor Vsevolodovich Mozheiko, who died on 5 September. [L]
Jan Vanek describes him as prolific and “popular throughout Eastern Europe
especially for his Alice series of lighthearted children’s adventures.”
• Marilyn E. Marlow, literary agent (and later, executive VP) at Curtis Brown
since 1959, died from cancer on 25 August, aged 75. Her clients included
Jane Yolen and Robert Cormier. [AIP]
• Jules Engel (1909-2003), Hungarian-born US animator best known for his
work on Walt Disney’s Fantasia (1940), died on 6 September aged 94. [AIP]
• Gordon Mitchell (1923-2003), American bodybuilder-turned-actor who
starred in numerous, mostly Italian, fantasy, horror and sf movies
(Frankenstein’s Castle of Freaks, Endgame, etc) died on 20 September aged
80. [S]
• Jay Morton (1911-2003), former writer/artist at the Fleischer animation
studios, who scripted many of the 1940s Superman cartoons and wrote their
well known “Faster than a speeding bullet ...” introduction, died on 6
September; he was 92. [PDF]
• Donald O’Connor (1925-2003), US actor who starred or co-starred in the
first six “Francis the Talking Mule” films (1950-55), died on 27 September;
he was 78. “It was wonderful at first. But after three pictures Francis started
getting more fan mail than I did and I said ‘This can’t happen.’” [DW]
• Warren Zevon, (1947-2003) US singer/songwriter famed for the song
“Werewolves of London”, died from lung cancer on 7 September; he was 56.
Zevon also wrote theme songs and scores for TV’s Tales from the Crypt and
William Shatner’s Tekwar. [AIP]
• Belated Update. A.P. Lukashin reports the deaths of three Russian authors
who have Clute/Nicholls SF Encyclopedia entries: Vladimir Dudintsev
(1918-1998), Viktor Kolupayev (1936-2001), and Lydia Obukhova (19241991).
Great Publishing Excuses: collect the set! Randy M. Dannenfelser asked
Paper Tiger’s Chris Stone why his payment for writing The Deceiving Eye:
The Art of Richard Hescox was months overdue, and received this classic
reply: “I have just been told by Accounts that the delay is due to the fact we
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are waiting on a $ chequebook.” [PB]
Random Fandom. Chris Bell is taking Warfarin owing to a deep vein
thrombosis in her leg: “They turn one into an artificially-induced case of
haemophilia and then give a crash course on how to survive the experience,
and some of the advice they give is wonderful. ‘Try not to cut yourself,’ said
the nurse, deadpan. ‘Don’t we all?’ Then there’s not pruning roses with your
bare hands ... ‘I generally use secateurs.’ ‘Avoid serious dentistry.’ Well, yes,
that is one of my life-long ambitions on a full-time basis, actually.”
• Tony Cullen wishes to spare the world aesthetic outrage. Liam Proven is to
shave his head for charity at “They Came and Shaved Us” (above); Tony’s
response was, “Horrified, I declared that I would run a counter-fund to raise
money to stop Mr Proven from committing any such act.” Pledge your cash
the Save Liam’s Locks campaign: tc@gummitch.aviators.net. Proceeds to
charity, split between the British Epilepsy Foundation and the young people’s
hospice Douglas House. Meanwhile Doug Spencer is shedding his hair for
Cancer Research, and so is Max, who says of her rivals: “they’re blokes and
blokes with shaven heads don’t get a second glance, do they? So you’d much
rather give your money to my charitable fund, wouldn’t you?” Ansible will
pass on any pledges....
• Peter Weston liked the Torcon Hugo trophies, incorporating his 50thanniversary golden rockets. “I thought we might do something different next
year. In view of my experiences in being snowed-in at two Boskones, how
about white Hugos at Boston? And for Glasgow in 2005, of course, the
MacDocherty clan colours (might be a bit difficult to get the tartan paint,
though).”
Doctor Who is to return to BBC TV after 14 years. Er, that’s it.
Not Banned. After hot debate on 23 September, the South Texas
Independent School District board voted unanimously not to remove two
“pornographic and offensive” books from the required reading list, being
Brave New World and Stranger in a Strange Land. The first in particular, it
seems, may trigger “inappropriate sexual arousal”.
C.o.A. Amanda Kear, Flat 11, Beaufort Court, 1 Beaufort St, Easton, Bristol,
BS5 0SQ. John Richards, 47 Park Rd, Doncaster, South Yorks, DN1 2QH.
John Teehan, 31 Doyle Ave, Providence, RI 02906, USA.
Another Historic Dwelling. The last home of Richard Shaver (1907-1975)
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of Shaver Mystery fame was recently advertised on eBay, with some of his
artwork thrown in. Whether the basement of this house in Summit, Arkansas,
opens on to a world-spanning network of subterranean caverns inhabited by
sinister deros was not specified. [KH]
Outraged Letters. John Brosnan, master of double entendre, revisits a van
Vogt classic: “Here are a couple of gems from The Voyage of the Space
Beagle which I’m rereading for the first time in ages (I have my reasons):
‘Presently, Morton said, “I’m going to ask various experts to give their
suggestions for fighting pussy.”’ And: ‘Barricades had been flung up and
there was the unmistakable odour of ozone. Vibrators fumed and fussed.’
Clearly there was a sub-text to the work that eluded me when I read it as a
teenager.
• The spaceship in Beagle even has a ‘stenography section’. This is a feature
that has long been missing from spaceships in recent years. Even the USS
Enterprise doesn’t have any stenographers on board. The time is ripe to bring
back stenography to science fiction! I can see it now: ‘STENOGRAPHERS IN
SPACE! They fight, they type and they’re very good at shorthand!’” (Sean
Williams notes hopefully that his new sf novel includes steganographers: will
that do?)
• Joe J. of Waterstone’s in Edinburgh took wicked liberties with Oryx and
Crake: “Guess who sold a pile of them from his sf table? Interestingly,
several of our regulars picked up Atwood and Gibson’s Pattern Recognition
at the same time. So a ‘literary’ author who, of course, doesn’t write sf and an
sf author who has just turned out a book which is not actually sf.... God
moves in mysterious ways, but books move at right angles to god. Next
month we had Jennifer Government on our front shelves ... not treated or
categorized as sf, despite being The Space Merchants for the No Logo
generation. Sold a few, but not many. I read it, put a capsule review on it and
displayed it on our SF Recommends stand. Well, golly, it went and sold far
more than it did when it was at the front of the store, prominently displayed
in new fiction. Know your audience as a bookseller, even when the publisher
doesn’t.”
Group Gropes. Hereford SF Group, 1st Mon monthly, Kings Fee pub,
Commercial Rd, 8pm. This is an attempt to start a new meeting: after
November, call 01432 275497 to confirm that it’s still going. • London First
Thursdays. Robert Newman remains as gloomy as ever about the Barley
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Mow pub: “Usually runs out of real ale before closing time. Usually short of
staff leading to long waiting to be served. It is being redecorated at the
moment but is still open. No idea how that will affect Thursday but numbers
are down to around 60 fans for last couple of months so probably won’t be a
problem....” [30 Sep]
Time Warp. British SF Association members experienced an eerie sense of
déjà vu when the Matrix newsletter in their September mailing proved to be a
faithful reproduction of July’s issue. This was all the fault of
printer/distributor PDC Copyprint, whose staff contritely printed and mailed,
free of charge, what one might call Matrix Reloaded.
As Others See Us, Again. Hal Niedzviecki of Canada’s Globe and Mail saw
us all too clearly at Torcon: “If the weird and dangerous ideas are out there, I
couldn’t find them amid the earnest, gentle, middle-class fans bustling
through the convention in search of their pals. But that doesn’t mean I’m
prepared to write off sci-fi ...” [JM]
If Only. Mark Millar’s revelation (on the Comic Book Resources website)
that Orson Welles planned a Batman film in 1946 – and got as far as
production designs and a partial script – is, alas, a spoof.
The Dead Past. Thirty Years Ago, Malcolm Edwards prophetically wrote:
“Well, I’m in the middle of an empire-building period just now ...” (“Son of
Egomaniac” in Magic Pudding #1 ed. M. Edwards, 1973)
A194 Updates. Rhyslings: “Matlacihuatl’s Gift” by Sonya Taaffe (Dreams
and Nightmares, 9/02) tied for Long Poem. [MA]
• Jack Cole created Plastic Man; William Woolfolk merely scripted some
episodes.
• Torcon presentations squeezed out of A194 included the Heinlein Award for
hard-sf excellence, won by Michael Flynn, and the Cordwainer Smith
Rediscovery Award, given to the late Edgar Pangborn.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Inventions Suppressed by Oil Companies. “He
and the other Farm driver, an old man by the name of Jenkins, had
meticulously revamped most of the cars here, and had converted the engines
so that they ran on oxygen; they had solved the age-old problem of running
out of petrol, and as long as they kept the engines clean, the cars could
theoretically run forever for nothing.” (Paul F. Savage, The Man Who Saw
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The Future, 2002) [DC]
• Eyeballs in the Sky Dept. “Her jolly brown eyes made a complete circuit
round my head, instead of looking at me straight when she answered.” (E.F.
Benson, “Home, Sweet Home”, 1927) [DL]
• Paper Cuts Scissors Dept. “Can you wrap this letter in a stone and drop it in
front of the farmhouse where people will see it?” (Terry Pratchett, The Wee
Free Men, 2003) [LC]
• Dept of Pained Looks. “My eye snagged on Nettle again as she drifted
through the festive throng.” (Robin Hobb, Fool’s Fate, 2003)
• Visual Imagery Dept. “O’Malley had a face like an inflated punctuation
mark.” (Joel Goldman, Motion to Kill, 2002) [PB]

Endnotes
Apparitions. 12 Nov, 7:30pm. Francis Spufford, an author with some genre
connections, reads from his history of British boffins The Backroom Boys at
The Reading Oxfam Bookshop, 8 High St. Tickets £5 in advance only,
redeemable against purchase of book. 0118 939 3868.
Freebies. A reader recommends the Online Books site, a vast and perhaps
insane project to catalogue all the free books available on the web. “While
most fanzines don’t qualify,” explains editor John Mark Ockerbloom, “those
that have made it into major libraries, and for which at least a continuous year
is legitimately online, do.” The lucky few include Lee Hoffman’s Science
Fiction Five-Yearly, Bruce Sterling’s Cheap Truth, and (I gloat)
Ansible....http://digital.library.upenn.edu/books/
More Freebies. The first fix of The Third Alternative magazine is free to
Ansible readers while spare copies of #35 remain. Send your postal address to
Andy Cox, TTA Press, 5 Martins Lane, Witcham, Ely, Cambs CB6 2LB,
quoting the magic phrase “Ansible Offer”. Or e-mail him at his AOL address,
which can be inferred from the screen name TTAPress.
Ansible 195 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2003. Thanks to Mike Allen, Paul
Barnett, Derek Clarke, Lawrence Conquest, David Damerell, Fictionmags,
Paul Di Filippo, Kim Huett, Independent on Sunday, Denny Lien, Andrew I.
Porter, Joyce Scrivner, Simo, Dave Wood, Eva Whitley, Paul Wrigley, and
Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group News), Janice Murray (North
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America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Australia). Hazel adds personal
thanks to all the fans who sent messages of sympathy for the loss of her
mother. 1 Oct 03.
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Ansible 196, November 2003
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU. Net:
ansible@cix.co.uk, www.ansible.co.uk. ISSN 0265-9816. Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Joe Mayhew. Available for SAE, winning smiles, or
Nipponanium iggy tubes.
Thirty Years Ago ... I attended my first sf convention, Novacon 3 in
November 1973, and came back to the Oxford University SF Group meeting
to find a new member called Hazel. Reader, I married her.

Whirligig World
J.G. Ballard revealed a secret dream: “I’ve always found great rivers
mysterious and I’d like to track the source of the Amazon. [...] I’m not sure
the source of the Amazon has ever been traced – there’s certainly some doubt
about it. I’m building a balsawood raft in my garden at the moment, but it’s
going very slowly.” (Independent on Sunday, 26 Oct)
John Brosnan muses on the sincerest form of flattery: “A press release from
the UK Film Council announces their backing of a new movie from the
director of Dog Soldiers, Neil Marshall. Called Outpost, the film is ‘set on a
derelict oil rig where a secret genetic experiment goes horribly awry. Forty
eight hours later a special military forces team arrives to investigate only to
find themselves faced with a fearsome and mutating opponent.’ Gosh! As the
co-author, with Leroy Kettle, of a novel called Slimer which was set on a
derelict oil rig which contained a secret genetic engineering facility and a
mutating monster, and the part author of the screenplay for Proteus, the
movie based on the novel, I can only approve of Neil Marshall’s good taste in
his choice of subjects. I suppose the cheque for the rights is in the post?”
J.M. Coetzee, as Gordon Van Gelder points out, is the first winner of the
Nobel Prize for Literature (announced on 2 Oct) to have been shortlisted for
the Philip K. Dick Award. The 1982 US paperback of his Waiting for the
Barbarians (1980) lost to Rudy Rucker’s Software.
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Tove Jansson may have died in 2001, but on 4 Oct the Guardian books
editor Nicholas Clee included her The Summer Book in a list of new
bestsellers by first-time novelists. A very late debut.... Paul Barnett: “Wonder
if it’s the same translation as the 1988 Shocken Books edition?”
John Jarrold shyly confesses that the unsigned feature “10 Authors To
Watch” in SFX 110 (Nov) is all his own work: “And only including two who
I published at Earthlight!” John’s list predicts great things for Neal Asher, R.
Scott Bakker (first novel due 2004), James Barclay, Andy Duncan, Jon
Courtenay Grimwood, Jeffrey Ford, Ian R. Macleod, Justina Robson, Charles
Stross (“has not so much been knocking on the door for some years as
beating heavily on it with fists, boots, forehead and anything else he could lay
his hands on”), and Liz Williams.
• David Garnett instantaneously responds: “John Jarrold is of course correct
about Charlie Stross’s long-term status as an up-and-coming author to watch.
• In my editorial to the first of the Gollancz New Worlds quartet (1991), I
wrote: ‘... at least seven British authors will be having first novels published
in 1991 or 1992 – an unprecedented number ... before too long ... Charles
Stross will join the ranks of those who have sold their first novel ...’
• So, another zany sci-fi prediction comes true!”
Terry Pratchett dropped a hint that he may have originated in an unfamiliar
leg of the Trousers of Time, when reminiscing in the Telegraph (4 Oct) about
his early library reading: “vast amounts of Gollancz science fiction in those
virulent magenta and purple covers that you could spot across the entire
length of the fiction section.” [PWa]
J.K. Rowling placed fifth – and was the only woman – in a Top Ten list of
highest-paid Brits, with earnings last year of around £125 million. (Sunday
Times, 2 Nov) Thus she also tops the women-only list, where the Queen
languishes in seventh place and Madonna in eighth.

Constative
7-9 Nov • Novacon 33, Quality Hotel, Walsall. Now £40 at the door.
14-16 Nov • Alternate Universe (media), Thistle London Heathrow Hotel.
Many guests; general air of “pay lots for actors’ autographs”. £125 “VIP”
reg, £85 weekend, £40 Fri. Contact Level 3 Conventions, 71 Virginia Way,
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Reading, Berks, RG30 3QR. 0118 967 5739.
15-16 Nov • Wardrobe (costuming), Boundary Hotel, Walsall. Now £40 reg;
day £25 Sat, £15 Sun. Cheques to British Costume Convention, 7 Church
Close, Northwood, Middlesex, HA6 1SG.
20 Nov • Skeptics in the Pub, Old Kings Head, London Bridge, 7pm for
7:30. With Montague Keen. £2 admission.
21-23 Nov • FantasyCon 2003, Tillington Hall Hotel, Stafford. £60 reg
(British Fantasy Society members £55). Contact (SAE) Beech House, Chapel
Lane, Moulton, Cheshire, CW9 8PQ.
26 Nov • BSFA Open Meeting, Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London, EC1.
7pm on, fans present from 5pm. Guest speaker TBA.
5 Dec • British Fantasy Society open night, Princess Louise pub, High
Holborn, London. 6:30pm on. All welcome.
28-29 Feb 04 • Construction (Interaction staff weekend) is “looking at hotels
from Swindon to Sheffield”. Details TBA.
9 May 04 • Fantasy Fair, The Cresset Exhibition Centre, Bretton,
Peterborough. 10:30am-4pm. Contact: 01477 534626.
13-14 Nov 04 • P-Con 2, Ashling Hotel, Parkgate St, Dublin 8. GoH Juliet E.
McKenna. £15/Euro20 reg until after Eastercon, then £20/Euro30 (TBC).
Contact Yellow Brick Rd, 8 Bachelors Walk, Dublin 1, Ireland.
29-31 July 05 • Precursor 2: Smithcon (relaxacon, in memory of Martin
Smith), Quality Hotel, Walsall. Details to follow.
4-8 Aug 05 • Interaction (63rd Worldcon), SECC, Glasgow.
£85/$135/Euro135 reg, rising to £95/$155/Euro145 on 1 Dec – when the
£13/$20/Euro20 presupporters’ discount expires at last. Still £32/$50/Euro50
child, £30/$45/Euro45 supporting. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2
3HQ; or PO Box 58009, Louisville, Kentucky, KY 40268-0009, USA.
Rumblings. • Eurocon 2007: an Irish bid is mooted, with plans for a “prebid” launch at the 2004 Bulgarian Eurocon. [DL] • At Norcon in Oslo (Oct),
there was talk of another Scandinavian Worldcon bid. [MH]

Infinitely Improbable
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As Others See Us. Radio Times invited alleged celebrities to comment on the
BBC “Big Read” longlist of the public’s 100 favourite books. Which
clunkers should have been excluded? “All Terry Pratchett’s novels,”
according to Jo Brand: “It’s a bit unfair of me because I’ve probably only
read the first page of one of his books, but sci-fi is a genre that really makes
me want to bang my head against a wall.” Her personal favourite novel on the
list: Nineteen Eighty-Four. [DH] The Pratchett-free shortlist of 21 included
this and seven other sf/fantasy titles: Harry Wossname and the Goblet of
Fire, His Dark Materials, The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, The Lion,
the Witch and the Wardrobe, The Lord of the Rings, The Wind in the Willows,
and Winnie-the-Pooh.
Small Press. Interzone, whose scheduling problems have already led to two
double issues in 2003 (indeed three, in that “September” is now redefined as
“September/October”), is officially moving from monthly to bimonthly
publication. David Pringle assures subscribers that they will get all their paidup issues; it’ll just take longer.
R.I.P. Hal Clement (Harry Clement Stubbs, 1922-2003), well-loved US
author of hard sf whose career spanned more than 60 years, died peacefully
on 29 October; he was 81. His first story “Proof” appeared in Astounding in
1942 and his final novel Noise in 2003. Fandom honoured him often, notably
with the 1997 Skylark award, a 1996 Retro Hugo for “Uncommon Sense”
(1945), and as professional guest of honour at the 1991 Worldcon; SFWA
chose him as their Grand Master for 1999. Clement’s best known title was
Mission of Gravity (1954), and I was madly proud when NESFA Press let me
write the introduction for their Clement omnibus that included this classic.
• Jack Elam (1916-2003), US actor typecast as a villain in many film/TV
westerns, died on 20 October aged 86; his rare genre appearances included
Uninvited (1993) and the role of Frankenstein’s creation in the late-70s TV
sitcom Struck By Lightning.
• Lloyd Arthur Eshbach (1910-2003), old-time US writer, publisher, fan and
chronicler of sf, died on 29 October aged 93. He edited the first book about
then-contemporary sf: Of Worlds Beyond: The Science of Science Fiction
Writing (1947), with essays by leading authors. His 1983 memoir Over My
Shoulder told the story of sf small presses from the 30s to the 50s.
• Beryl Mercer (née Henley) died on 12 October, aged 79. With her husband
Archie Mercer, who died in 1998, she was active and influential in the BSFA
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and British fandom of the 1960s and early 1970s. [PWe]
• William Steig (1907-2003), prolific US cartoonist and illustrator whose
popular children’s books included Shrek (1990), died on 3 October aged 95.
His first cartoon sold in 1930 to The New Yorker, which published him for
over 70 years. [PS]
Science Corner. Dept of Now Why Didn’t We Think Of That Before? “How
can we best protect ourselves against the bioterror attack certain to come one
day? The ultimate answer is personal self-defense – arming the human
immune system with the power to recognize, attack and defeat any germ or
virus that a bioterrorist can create. Such an alliance between brain and
immune cells would also defeat all other diseases now afflicting humanity.”
(William Safire, New York Times, 20 Oct) [KC]
World Fantasy Awards were presented on 2 November. LIFE ACHIEVEMENT
(two awards) Lloyd Alexander; Donald M. Grant. NOVEL (tie) Graham Joyce,
The Facts of Life; Patricia A. McKillip, Ombria in Shadow. NOVELLA Zoran
Zivkovic, “The Library” (Leviathan 3). SHORT Jeffrey Ford, “Creation”
(F&SF 5/02). ANTHOLOGY (tie) Ellen Datlow & Terri Windling, The Green
Man: Tales from the Mythic Forest; Forrest Aguirre & Jeff VanderMeer,
Leviathan Three. COLLECTION Jeffrey Ford, The Fantasy Writer’s Assistant
and Other Stories. ARTIST Tom Kidd. SPECIAL/PROFESSIONAL Gordon Van
Gelder (F&SF). SPECIAL/NON-PROFESSIONAL Jason Williams, Jeremy Lassen &
Benjamin Cossel (Night Shade Books)
Yawn. The Association of Christian Teachers is reportedly demanding that
schools boycott the £850K National Theatre production of P. Pullman’s His
Dark Materials, on grounds of blasphemy. (TLS, Nov) [SG]
Random Fandom. Claire Brialey is taking over from Tanya Brown as BSFA
Award administrator.
• KIM Campbell is in St Leonard’s Hospice, York, owing to a return of
cancer (now affecting the brain) and will be staying indefinitely, with further
chemotherapy. Cards and messages c/o her home address are welcome. [JD]
Much sympathy.
• Sue & Guy Dawson announced the 9 October birth of a new London fan,
Alan John Richard Caetano Dawson: “All family names!” [AM]
• Harry Payne reports the successful registration of “Eastercon™” as a
trademark, to protect our event’s name from evil-doers like the late
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Fandom.com.
• Mike Scott Rohan has been lying low for various depressing reasons; most
recently, “I have had a major health scare these last few months – on top of
the bloody diabetes, that is – and have been in and out of hospital for tests,
culminating in a couple of lung biopsies.... What I have is something called
sarcoidosis, which sounds vaguely like an invasion by Heinleinesque
reptilians, and indeed feels rather like that; they usually don’t treat it unless it
gets bad, and it leaves you with days when you’re completely knocked out.
But it’s a lot better than what it might have been, and in most cases goes
away on its own, eventually.”
C.o.A. Karen Babich, 3056 W. Berteau Ave #1, Chicago, IL 60618-2543,
USA. Geoff & Hui Hill, 130 Hurdis Rd, Shirley, Solihull, B90 2DL. Jon
Langford & Helen Tsatsos, 4665 W. Peterson, Chicago, IL 60646, USA. Paul
Treadaway, 368 Mill Rd, Cambridge, CB1 3NN.
As Others See Us II. Playwright Neil LaBute congratulated himself
(Guardian, 30 Oct) on anticipating some people’s use of 9/11 to disappear
and start new lives. As the prescient LaBute put it: “That notion has always
stuck with me, the anti-Rousseauvian logic that people have as much capacity
for doing bad as they do good. In fact, I’ve been making a fair living over the
past few years writing about just that, and while my work has been embraced
and reviled, no one has ever accused me of writing science fiction.” [CP]
Phew – that’s all right, then.
Editorial! Another Langford gloat. This year’s effort to push my old stuff
back into print culminated with a retrospective collection of 36 stories (1975
to 2003), now delivered to Cosmos Books. Inevitably it’s titled for the sole
Hugo winner: Different Kinds of Darkness.
Outraged Letters. Celyn Armstrong on Harold Bloom’s dismissal of
Stephen King (see A195): “Bloom does rate some sf. In The Western Canon,
he has a list described as ‘Canonical Prophecy’, books he thinks will become
part of the canon. Whatever you think of that concept, he includes A Voyage
to Arcturus, The Gormenghast Trilogy, Solaris, The Left Hand of Darkness,
Cat’s Cradle, and three (count ’em!) books by John Crowley, as well as the
usual suspects like Borges, Calvino and Huxley.”
• Tom Feller on the same subject: “I find it interesting that Harold Bloom’s
attitude toward Stephen King hasn’t stopped him from climbing on King’s
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bandwagon. I was doing some research on King earlier this year and found
that Bloom has edited two books about King, both entitled Stephen King. The
first came out in 1998 and the second in 2002.”
• Darrell Schweitzer sent an update on a trans-Thoggian classic: “My
colleague Lee Weinstein cracked the ‘mystery’ of ‘The Eye of Argon’
recently. The story was originally published in the fanzine OSFAN (the
journal of the Ozark SF Society) #7, 1970. There is a copy of this priceless
publication in the Paskow Collection at the library of Temple University in
Philadelphia. Mr Weinstein has actually held this amazing artifact in his
trembling hands. A subsequent issue interviews the author. This interview
has been posted online. The story really is by Jim Theis, who was a wellknown Kansas City fan, something of a local celebrity. In KC, his authorship
was common knowledge. He was not a Clarion student.... Alas, Theis died a
couple years ago at age 48.” Darrell also reveals that the accepted “Eye of
Argon” text contains typos which are not in the original.
• Simo rants: “Went to see The League of Excruciating Dialogue this week
and found it to be one of the worst films I’ve ever seen.... But here’s
something interesting: I checked out the film’s website (picking as my
language choice that little known dialect ‘Non-North American English’) and
found that there is not one mention on the entire site of Verne, Wells, Rider
Haggard, et al. In fact, there is no hint that the film’s characters are nominally
derived from works of classic literature (‘nominally’ being the correct term
since they have no connection other than their names). It makes me weep....”
Korean Fantasy? John Jarrold, former editor at Earthlight, was a delegate at
the UK-Korea Fantasy Publishing Forum in Seoul (19 Sep), where he
detected great interest in translated commercial fantasy – as distinct from
Korea’s “literary” fantasy tradition. Opportunity beckons, says John, and
invites published authors to contact him in his role as “liaison and conduit to
various Korean publishers”.
British Fantasy Award Nominees. Winners to be announced at Fantasycon.
NOVEL Ramsey Campbell, The Darkest Part of the Woods; Jonathan Carroll,
White Apples; Mark Chadbourn, The Devil in Green; Graham Joyce, The
Facts of Life; China Miéville, The Scar.
• SHORT Paul Finch, Cape Wrath; Mark Chadbourn, The Fairy-Feller’s
Master Stroke; Michael Moorcock, Firing the Cathedral; Andrew Humphrey,
“Open the Box” (TTA#29); China Miéville, The Tain.
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• ANTHOLOGY Frank M. Robinson, Robert Weinberg & Randy Broecker, Art
of Imagination: 20th Century Visions of SF, Horror & Fantasy; Stephen
Jones & David Sutton, Dark Terrors 6; Robert Silverberg & Karen Haber,
Fantasy: The Best of 2001; Stephen Jones, Keep Out the Night; Stephen
Jones, The Mammoth Book of Best New Horror: Volume 13; Ellen Datlow &
Terri Windling, The Year’s Best Fantasy and Horror: 15th Annual
Collection.
• COLLECTION Clark Ashton Smith, The Emperor of Dreams: The Lost Worlds
of Clark Ashton Smith; Stephen King, Everything’s Eventual; Ramsey
Campbell, Ramsey Campbell, Probably: On Horror and Sundry Fantasies;
Ursula K. Le Guin, Tales from Earthsea; Andrew Hook, The Virtual
Menagerie.
• SMALL PRESS PS Publishing (Peter Crowther), Roadworks (ed. Trevor
Denyer), Telos Publishing (David J. Howe), The Alien Online (ed. Ariel), The
Third Alternative (ed. Andy Cox).
• ARTIST J.K. Potter, Laura Bandilla, Randy Broecker, Bob Covington, Les
Edwards (aka Edward Miller), Dominic Harman, Chris Moore.
We Are Everywhere. Miles Kington wrongly tipped the obscure David
Davis as Tory party leader: “It occurs to me that nobody has ever become
Prime Minister bearing the same name twice. It has worked for science
fiction writers (Harry Harrison) ...” (Independent, 27 Oct)
Group Gropes. London Beer/B7 Meetings, Shakespeare’s Head pub,
Kingsway, near Holborn tube: CANCELLED in Dec, moved from 1st to 2nd Fri
evening for Jan only – i.e. 9 Jan.
• Princess Louise (High Holborn) meetings – no more exclusive bookings of
the upstairs room, Pat Cadigan reports, “since they apparently don’t do that
any more.” Her advice: get in early (room opens 6pm) and colonize the
space.
• RIP: The Black Lodge (1991-2003), informal monthly Brum meeting, now
dead. [SG]
Updates. A194: Official Torcon turnout vastly exceeded newsletter figures –
of 5065 members, 4760 (rather than 3700-odd) attended. [EC]
Thog’s Masterclass. Metaphor Dept. “Long-since dusty hopes are about to
float away on the invisible ink of time, he thought.” (Robert Newcomb, The
Fifth Sorceress, 2002.) [MC]
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• Neat Tricks Dept. “A minute later, he was vomiting up the breakfast he had
not eaten.” (Peter Straub, Lost Boy Lost Girl, 2003) [PB]
• Dept of Unusual Platonic Solids. “The Arena itself was tiny, a fist-sized
dodecahedron, its triangular sides so glossily black that they shimmered with
faint pastels.” (Bruce Sterling, Schismatrix, 1985) [cj]
• Brain Race Dept. “A pair of bushy eyebrows jutted out above his [Francis
Galton’s] orbits like two hands cupped over the brow of a man peering into
an unfathomable distance. At the same time, his dense windswept sideburns
swerved back dramatically behind his earlobes, as though his mind was
speeding faster than the rest of his head.” (Edwin Black, War Against the
Weak, 2003) [MMW]

Endnotes
Apparitions. 12 Nov, 7:30pm. Francis Spufford, an author with some genre
connections, reads from his history of British boffins The Backroom Boys at
The Reading Oxfam Bookshop, 8 High St. Tickets £5 in advance only,
redeemable against purchase of book. 0118 939 3868.
Experience Science Fiction. This sf museum, or rather, this “interactive,
media-rich experience that combines artifacts and information in evocative
environments that immerse visitors in science fiction’s alternative worlds”,
should open in Seattle next June. Several high-powered sf people are on the
board of advisers. See: http://www.sciencefictionexperience.com/.
Ansible 196 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2003. Thanks to Paul Barnett,
Kathryn Cramer, Michael Cule, John Dallman, Emerald City, Steve Green,
David Hebblethwaite, Martin Hoare, carl juarez, Dave Lally, Alex
McLintock, Chris Priest, Pamela Scoville, Peter Wareham, Peter Weston,
Martin Morse Wooster, Pete Young, and Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton
(Brum Group News), Janice Murray (N America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart
(Thyme/Australia). 6 Nov 03.
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Ansible 197, December 2003
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU. Net:
ansible@cix.co.uk, http://www.ansible.co.uk. ISSN 0265-9816. Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Joe Mayhew. Available for tubs with two lugs, or
quantities of wirtiglugs.
As Others See Us. Here’s some interesting advice from AuthorsMarket (“a
service of PublishAmerica”) which may come as a surprise to Ansible
readers: “Are all fiction books difficult to market? [...] science-fiction and
fantasy writers have it easier. It’s unfair, but such is life. As a rule of thumb,
the quality bar for sci-fi and fantasy is a lot lower than for all other fiction.
Therefore, beware of published authors who are self-crowned writing experts.
When they tell you what to do and not to do in getting your book published,
always first ask them what genre they write. If it’s sci-fi or fantasy, run. They
have no clue about what it is to write real-life stories, and how to find them a
home. Unless you are a sci-fi or fantasy author yourself.” [JH]
Can this nonsense possibly be linked to the fact that members of the sf
community have vigorously criticized operations like PublishAmerica?
Though not technically a vanity press – it pays a tasty $1 advance – this outfit
does not appear to copyedit its highly-priced POD books, has a gruesome
standard contract, and allegedly confines its marketing efforts to authors’
friends and family members (providing an extensive list is mandatory). See
links below.

Wintersol
Neal Asher insists that his alien “tors” and “torbeasts” (in Cowl,
forthcoming) were invented long before he’d heard of his present UK and US
publishers, the ones so many people thought Torcon was named after.
Shaun Jeffrey, interviewed in SF Crowsnest, indicates that his appeal is to
slow readers: “So far, the reaction to Evilution has been pretty good. Most
people have said they read it from cover to cover in a few days because they
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couldn’t put it down.” [SG]
Sharyn McCrumb, who so endeared herself to sf fans with her
crime/fandom novels Bimbos of the Death Sun and Zombies of the Gene
Pool, has moved well away from all that genre stuff. According to her press
kit, she “is an award winning Appalachian novelist. She is forbidden by her
publishers to appear anywhere billed as a mystery/crime fiction author, or to
sign in any store shelving her work in the crime/mystery section.” So
concerned is McCrumb to avoid such contamination that legal threats from
her agent caused her entry to be dropped from Mike Ashley’s The Mammoth
Encyclopedia of Modern Crime Fiction. We mustn’t even mention that
Bimbos won an Edgar (m*st*ry) award....
A.R.R.R.R. Roberts, the impenetrable pseudonym under which Gollancz
published their Tolkien parody The Soddit, is apparently not unrelated to the
author or authors of the similarly packaged Matrix spoof: Robertski Brothers.
But when The Soddit peaked at #8 on the Independent’s hardback fiction
bestseller list (7 Nov), the credit went to “Robert Adams”. Has the late author
of the Horseclans sf series risen from the grave? “Nope; that was a
spontaneous typo by the Indie, bless ’em,” writes our special parody
correspondent Adam Roberts.
Neal Stephenson received an approving thumbs-up from Word magazine
(December 2003): “Neal Stephenson doesn’t deal in science fiction – what he
writes is fiction with science in it.” [MC]

Conjoiners
18 Dec • London pre-Xmas fan meeting, Barley Mow, Long Lane.
18 Dec • Skeptics in the Pub, Old Kings Head, London Bridge, 7pm for
7:30. Speaker TBA. £2 admission; “free” sandwiches/chips.
24 Dec • BSFA Meeting CANCELLED as usual in Dec; back in Jan.
8 Jan • London fan meeting, Barley Mow, displaced from 1 Jan.
29 Jan - 1 Feb • Sci-Fi London 3 film festival, split between the Curzon
Soho, 99 Shaftesbury Ave (box office 0871 871 0022) and The Other
Cinema, 11 Rupert St (box office 0207 734 1506). Contact 22 Hanbury St,
London, E1 6QR, or 077537 46621.
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7 Feb 04 • Picocon 21, Imperial College Union Building, London. GoH Jon
Courtenay Grimwood, Peter F. Hamilton, more? Contact ICSF, Beit Quad,
Prince Consort Road, London, SW7 2BB.
5-7 Mar 04 • Mecon 7, Senior Staff Common Rooms, Queen’s University,
Belfast. Now £18/Euro28 reg; £20/Euro30 at door; £7/Euro11 supp. Contact
12 Hopefield Ave, Belfast, BT15 5AP, Northern Ireland.
6-7 Mar 04 • Microcon, Exeter University campus. Contact Daniel Bond,
100 Magdalen Rd, Exeter, Devon, EX2 4TU.
9-12 Apr 04 • Concourse (Eastercon), Blackpool Winter Gardens. Now £45
reg until 21 March 2004; £25 for the unwaged. New contact address: 4 Cody
Rd, Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB5 9LS.
1-3 May 04 • plokta.con 3.0, Chequers Hotel, Newbury. GoH Charles Stross.
£25 reg; may rise in 2004. Cheques to Plokta c/o Mike Scott, 39 Fitzroy
Court, Croydon, CR0 2AX.
4-6 Jun 04 • SFX: The Event (media), Hilton Metropole Hotel, Edgware Rd,
London. £75 (child £45) plus SAE to London Expo (SFX1), PO Box 38727,
London, E10 7YH. Bookings 020 8523 1074.
16-17 Oct 04 • Octocon 2004 (Irish national con), Chief O’Neill’s Hotel,
Smithfield Village, Dublin 7. GoH Tanith Lee. Now £20 reg to Easter, £30
thereafter; sterling payments to Dave Lally no.2 a/c, 64 Ritchbourne Tce,
London, SW8 1AX.
5-7 Nov 04 • Novacon 34, Quality Hotel, Walsall. GoH Ian Watson. £33 reg
to end of Eastercon 04, then £36 to 26 Oct; £40 at door. Contact 379 Myrtle
Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ; 0114 281 1572.
4-8 Aug 05 • Interaction (63rd Worldcon), SECC, Glasgow. Now
£95/$155/Euro145 reg. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ; or PO
Box 58009, Louisville, Kentucky, KY 40268-0009, USA.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us II. Jonathon Keats reviews McSweeney’s Mammoth
Treasury of Thrilling Tales: “[The editor, Michael Chabon] is mistaken about
genre fiction. Even given an opportunity to succeed, genre is, and has always
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been, antithetical to creativity. It is one thing to romanticise it, quite another
to read it, and to be reminded that it is what it says it is – a formula. The
failure of genre writing generally is that it makes a worthy literary technique,
such as suspense or horror, the sole purpose of a story.” Conversely, if it’s
good it’s not genre: “Edgar Allan Poe and Henry James may have written
stories full of mystery, or situated in the future, or haunted by spectres, but to
read The Turn of The Screw as a ghost story makes as much sense as situating
Homer’s Odyssey in travel fiction.” And so on, and so on. (Prospect
magazine, November) [TF]
British Fantasy Awards announced at Fantasycon on 23 Nov: NOVEL
(August Derleth Award) China Miéville, The Scar. ANTHOLOGY Stephen
Jones, ed., Keep Out the Night. COLLECTION Ramsey Campbell, Ramsey
Campbell, Probably: On Horror and Sundry Fantasies. SHORT Mark
Chadbourn, The Fairy-Feller’s Master Stroke. SMALL PRESS PS Publishing
(Peter Crowther). ARTIST Les Edwards (aka Edward Miller). SPECIAL (Karl
Edward Wagner Award) Alan Garner.
R.I.P.
Margaret Armen (1921-2003), US TV writer who scripted episodes of
both the original Star Trek and the animated series, died from a heart
attack on 10 November. [PY]
Jonathan Brandis (1976-2003), US actor who appeared in Seaquest:
DSV (1993-95) and The Neverending Story 2: The Next Chapter (1991),
committed suicide by hanging on 12 November, aged 27.
KIM Campbell (1956-2003), popular Canadian-born fan involved in the
running of many UK conventions, died peacefully on 15 November after
a recurrence of cancer; she was 47. She played a key part in launching
the 2005 Glasgow Worldcon bid, and was Board Convenor of the
resulting Interaction committee. Vince Docherty writes: “KIM was a
long time fan whose great talent was in engaging and encouraging
people. She was a force for good and will be missed by us all.”
Giles Gordon (1940-2003), major UK literary agent who published
stories in New Worlds from 1967 to 1975 and featured in Langdon
Jones’s 1969 anthology The New S.F., died on 14 November after a bad
fall earlier in the month; he was 63.
Pierre Pairault (1922-2003), French dental surgeon who as Stefan Wul
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was a cult sf author, died on 26 November aged 81. Le Temple du Passe
(1957) was his only novel translated into English (The Temple of the
Past, 1973); the animated Fantastic Planet (La Planete Sauvage) is
based on his 1957 Oms en Serie. His last novel Noo appeared in 1977.
[L]
John Ritter (1948-2003), US actor, died on 11 September, days before
his 55th birthday. Genre appearances included Stay Tuned (1992),
Stephen King’s It (1990 miniseries) and a Buffy part as a homicidal
android (“Ted”, 1997). [SG]
Mark Siegel (1949-2003), US writer who published critical works on
Tiptree and Gernsback, and whose first novel Echo and Narcissus
appeared this year, died on 12 November aged 54. [GVG, sff.net]
David J. Stern (1909-2003), author of the 1940s “Francis the Talking
Mule” books which became a 1950s film series, died on 22 November
aged 94. [PDF] Embarrassingly, the Encyclopedia of Fantasy gives his
death date as 1971.
Dr Ernest Henry Taves (1916-2003), US psychoanalyst and co-author of
the sceptical The UFO Enigma (1977, with Dr Donald H. Menzel), died
on 16 August aged 87. His sf stories were published in Galaxy and If
from 1969 to 1976. [JM] A tiny bibliographical point: until now Taves
appeared in sf references as “Ernest Keith Taves”, his first Galaxy
byline, though later sf story credits were to “Ernest Taves” and Galaxy
eventually profiled him as “Ernest H. Taves, M.D.” [WC]
Kellie Suzanne Waymire (1967-2003), US TV actress who played
Ensign Elizabeth Cutler in Star Trek: Enterprise and also appeared in
ST: Voyager, died on 13 November; she was 36. [PB]
True Facts Dept. “The latest Orion list includes a new Asterix book – under
the heading ‘Orion Non Fiction’,” reports Mat Coward with breathless
excitement: “I knew it! And to think, people used to laugh at me when I said
Asterix was non-fiction....”
Random Fandom. Lilian Edwards appeared in 47th place on a Scotland on
Sunday list of the 100 most eligible people in Scotland. [AS]
• Guy Haley is leaving SFX: “I’m off to work on White Dwarf as a managing
editor after Xmas and make it into a proper magazine.” Promises, promises.
• Roy Johnson has rediscovered fandom after a slight gap since the time when
he “at the ripe old age of sixteen in 1943, organized a convention in
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Leicester, the so-called Midvention.”
• Mike (Simo) & Hillary Simpson announced the birth of Thomas Ford
Simpson on 2 December. “Regarding the slightly unusual middle name: the
minimal research we have done suggests that it will be nicely
inconspicuous.”
• Jim Young, peripatetic fan, has retired from his globetrotting career with the
US Foreign Service and settled down: see C.o.A.
As Others See Us III. Doctor Who books editor Justin Richards made it all
clear in an Amazon interview: “Doctor Who is not science fiction, or at least
it isn’t ‘just’ science fiction. It’s broader and more interesting than that.
We’re in the business of telling stories, we’re after plot as a major ingredient
alongside situation and character.” [RH] Far-out literary notions that could
never have occurred to mere sf writers.
Nova Awards for fan activity, presented at Novacon 33: FANZINE Zoo Nation
ed. Pete Young. FAN WRITER Claire Brialey (with a special commendation of
Jae Leslie Adams for committing calligraphy on people throughout the
convention; unfortunately “this category means writing by fans, not on
them”). FAN ARTIST Sue Mason. BEST FAN (an occasional extra Nova)
presented by Harry Harrison to Ina Shorrock in honour of her 50 years in
fandom.
It Pays To Decrease Your Word Power. Millions of Ansible readers
demand that Thog do something terrible and terminal about the description of
the DVD set of four Alien films as a “quadrilogy”. Unfortunately, Thog has
gone into hiding rather than count that far.
Outraged Letters. Phyllis Gotlieb has bad news for J.G. Ballard (see A196).
“A National Geographic expedition found the source of the Amazon in
December, 2000. It flows out of the Andes in southern Peru, from a mountain
18,363 feet high, called Nevado Mismi. (Information courtesy of Google.)
You needn’t tell J.G. Ballard if it will destroy his dream.”
• David K.M. Klaus joins the campaign to prolong the Eye of Argon
correspondence until we have all kissed the fleeting stead of death: “Unless
Jim Theis moved to the other side of the state of Missouri in the last few
years, Darrell Schweitzer has it wrong. Jim Theis wasn’t a Kansas City fan,
he was a St. Louis fan: the Ozark SF Association, in the clubzine of which,
OSFAn, ‘The Eye of Argon’ was first published in 1970, was the group
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which put on St. Louiscon in 1969.”
• Adam Roberts was bemused by a recent NASA “astronomy picture of the
day”: (http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/) “Today (03 Dec 2003), under the
nice piccy of the moon rising through Mauna Lea’s shadow, they say that that
the mountain produces (quote) ‘spectacular photographs since it is arguably
the premier observing location on planet Earth’. Every word is a link to
another site, and not in a conventional explanatory way. ‘The’, for instance,
is explained or glossed by a picture of ‘an Unusual Globule in IC 1396’. This
isn’t the traditional understanding of the word ‘the’, surely. I’m wondering if
we need to rewrite our dictionaries: ‘the, article, Unusual Globule in IC 1396’
and so on. Perhaps nasa know something we don’t.” This is the attention to
detail which in sf circles has earned him the nickname Adam Link.
• Steve Sneyd remembers: “Very sorry to hear of death of Beryl Mercer – we
had an intermittent correspondence for years, that began when I was getting
info on her poems in 60s fanzines & poems by others she & Archie M.
published in their titles. A ‘Christ of Other Worlds’ theme poem of hers won
an SF Book Society prize competition way back when, though as a humanist
she clearly had cognitive dissonance with this success.”
Fanfundery. GUFF: “Pat McMurray wins in one of the tightest races
imaginable,” writes European administrator Paul Kincaid: “At one point, we
actually thought we had a dead heat on our hands.” Full figures: Doug Bell:
UK 25 + Australia 8 = 33. Pat McMurray: 22 + 13 = 35. No Preference: 6 + 2
= 8. Paul is grateful for mighty fund-raising efforts at Novacon, especially by
Nic Farey, bringing in over £400 including £100 from the auction. “It was a
great weekend for GUFF.” • TAFF: nominations are open for the westbound
TransAtlantic Fan Fund race to Worldcon 2004 – Noreascon 4 in Boston.
Candidates should provide 3 European and 2 NA nominations, a 100-word
platform and £10 bond, to Tobes Valois, 20 Bakers Lane, Peterborough, PE3
9QW. Deadline 28 Feb. Interest so far declared by James Bacon: “can’t really
lose anything really so it might be worth it just for the laugh.”
“Amazon Is So Helpful,” Damien Broderick exults after finding that Slaves
of the Death Spiders: Essays on Fantastic Literature by Brian M. Stableford
is usefully annotated: “Customers interested in this title may also be
interested in: Spiders / Expert & Affordable Solutions to Spider Problems –
Learn More Here ...”
C.o.A. Doug Bell & Christina Lake (“strictly temporary”), 13 Florence Rd,
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Falmouth, Cornwall, TR11 3NJ. Concourse: see event list. Tom & Anita
Feller, PO Box 140937, Nashville, TN 37214-0937, USA. Jonathan “Jonjo”
Jones & Sharon Lewis, 4 Cody Road, Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB5 9LS.
Jim Young, 2435 E Balfour Ave, Fullerton, CA 92831, USA.
Hazel’s Language Lessons. As a Christmas treat, Greer Gilman offers
seasonal words of Shetland dialect. [EG] wirtiglugs, brose made with wirt.
sukkaleg, a stocking without a foot, or with a very ragged foot. warbak, an
insect that breeds under the skin in cattle. hwini, a hermaphrodite sheep.
hwirkabus, water in the throat; a disease of sheep. hwamp, a quirk; the hollow
of the inside of the human foot. hustak, a big fat woman. brimfuster, seafroth. brimskud, the vapoury, smoke-like haze which rises from the shorebretsh. barfljug, to separate ears of corn from their stalks without crushing
the corn. kilpik, a little basket made of dokkens. kist, a word used to scare a
cat. pirl, a single particle of sheep’s dung. pirr, a light breath of wind, such as
will make a cat’s paw on the water. sae, a tub with two lugs. sig, a hardened
part of the skin of the hand caused by pressure of a tool in working. sangster,
a bruni made of sillik livers and bere bursten [if you stuff that in a cod’s liver,
it’s hakkamuggi, the local form of haggis]. sanveelter, a disease of horses
caused by their eating sand along with their food. krug, to crook or crouch in
taking shelter from the weather under some high or overhanging thing.
krugset, to beset in a corner. manket, worn out with work. norraleg, a needle
with a broken eye. feevi, snow falling in large flakes. snud, the twisting
movement of the head of a refractory cow. limmer, a bad woman. limmerik,
the bog asphodel. pilli, the penis. tairm, a string made of sheep’s gut, used for
fiddle-strings. tamtier, to cause delay by frivolous pretenses. breekbridder,
when two men court the same woman, each is breekbridder to the other.
brennik, a parhelion, a mock sun. essi, defiled with ess. faan upon, beginning
to show signs of decay, as fish or flesh. jap, a short, choppy sea. kirkasukken,
the buried dead as distinguished from those who have a watery grave.
ogarhunsh, any frightful or loathsome creature.
Group Gropes. London Beer/B7 Meetings, Shakespeare’s Head pub,
Kingsway, near Holborn tube: NB first 2004 meeting is 9 Jan, not 2 Jan.
Thog’s Masterclass. Sound Effects Dept. “The girl squawked and sputtered.
Exactly, Peel noted, like a decapitated hen.” (Alfred Bester, “Hell is
Forever”, 1942) [TM]
• Deep Thoughts Dept. “[P]ain, in Owen Atchison’s philosophy, was
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weakness, but death was strength.” (Jeffrey Deaver, Praying for Sleep, 1994)
[PB]
• Eyeballs in the Sky. “His eyes were hungrily fixed to the can of Maxwell
House.” (Ibid)
• Life in Ancient Mu Dept. “Enormous birds as large as modern air liners
were worshipped as symbols of the Old Ones. [...] Elephants and mastodons
grew to a size that rivalled that of the dinosaurs of an earlier age. And in the
sky hung an enormous moon, bluey white in colour, that counteracted the
earth’s gravity and caused the tremendous growth of all the living creatures
of Mu.” (Colin Wilson, The Philosopher’s Stone, 1969)

Endnotes
Vanity of Vanities. Some links relevant to the first item above:
AuthorsMarket itself, an illuminating on-line discussion, a LiveJournal entry,
and Teresa Nielsen Hayden’s weblog.
The Immortal Teacup. I couldn’t possibly comment on recent upheavals in
the Prisoner fan club, “Six of One”, but there is a certain grisly fascination in
this partisan web site: http://www.sixofone-info.co.uk .
(“Which side are you on?” “That would be telling ...”)
Ansible 197 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2003. Thanks to Paul Barnett, Mat
Coward, Margaret Campbell, William Contento, Paul Di Filippo, Tony
Finch, Steve Green, Eileen Gunn, Jed Hartman, Richard Hayden, Dave Lally,
Denny Lien, Locus, Todd Mason, Jim Meadows, Alison Scott, Gordon Van
Gelder, Pete Young, and Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group News),
Janice Murray (N America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme). Merry Xmas!
5 Dec 03.

355

Christmas 2003 Extra
Ansible 197 (December 2003) saw a rare return of Hazel’s Language
Lessons, with the splendid Greer Gilman providing a selection of essential
words from Shetland dialect. Your cruel editor cut this for space reasons, and
Greer has since browsed further in that invaluable sourcebook A Glossary of
the Shetland Dialect by James Stout Angus (Paisley: Alexander Gardner,
1914). So here are many more useful phrases for the tourist. Merry
Christmas! – Dave Langford
aber knot, a mystical knot; a knot on a wrestin treed [...] made in three
strands, with three knots on each strand. Such a thread applied to a
sprain, while the prescribed incantation is muttered by the operator, is an
infallible remedy.
abunbuird, without reserve; openly admitted or disclosed.
acht, a valuable possession.
adnasjur, a large wave, or waves, coming after a succession of lesser
ones.
aes, a blaze, a blazing fire.
afbreg, to alter the ear-marks of a sheep.
afrinnens, the heaviest part of the refuse of corn, which falls on the tail
of the flakki when corn is being fljuget.
afrug, the reflex of a wave after it has struck the shore.
aftak, a disparaging insinuation; a sarcastic remark; an innuendo; a snub.
The discontinuance of a spell of bad weather.
ag, the choppy motion of the waves when they come near to a weather
shore; the agitated motion of the sea when it has met an obstruction.
Eagerness.
akker, fragments, minute particles; especially corn trampled by animals
or broken down by the wind.
alikrogi, a weakly animal that cannot stand the cold, and so is addicted
to crouching under shelter.
aliplukkens, wool taken off the belly of a sheep.
almark, an animal that cannot be restrained from trespassing on arable
land; a sheep that jumps over dykes or breaks through fences.
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ammerswak, a state of turmoil.
amos, a dole promised to some indigent person on condition that some
hoped for good comes to the person who promises.
amp, anxiety, watchfulness; v.a, “to amp”.
andu, to keep a boat in position by rowing gently against wind or tide.
anklovan, sea-name for fire-tongs.
anniwhart, uneven, unsteady, changeable as the wind.
ansable, heedful, attentive, obedient.
baa, to sing a lullaby.
ballisten, a round sea-worn stone of such size as may be easily handled.
bankstership, compulsion.
barber, a haze which rises from the surface of the water with a very
keen freezing.
bard, a bold, high headland; a scolding woman.
barfljug, to separate ears of corn from their stalks without crushing the
corn.
breekbridder, when two men are courting the same woman, each of
them is breekbridder to the other.
brennik, a parhelion, a mock sun.
brimfuster, sea-froth.
brimskud, the vapoury, smoke-like haze which rises from the shorebretsh.
dagalien, the evening twilight.
ere oy, a great-grandchild.
essi, defiled with ess.
etterkap, a spider; a contentious, spiteful person.
faan upon, beginning to show signs of decay, as fish or flesh.
faasface, a mask.
feevi, snow falling in large flakes.
gjill, a mock sun, a parhelion.
grumma, a sort of mirage caused by copious exhalation from the ground.
grunska, grass growing on a mouldy sheaf.
gugs, the filth which gathers when gutting [...] fish.
hekster, a cripple.
ho, a species of small shark.
hustak, a big fat woman.
hwamp, a quirk; the hollow of the inside of the human foot.
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hwini, a hermaphrodite sheep.
hwirkabus, water in the throat; a disease of sheep.
jap, a short, choppy sea.
kabbilabbi, several persons speaking at the same time; confused
speaking.
keeng, to mend a broken crockery by means of pewter clasps set across
the fracture.
kilpik, a little basket made of dokkens.
kirkasukken, the buried dead as distinguished from those who have a
watery grave.
kist, a word used to scare a cat.
klaik, a worm with a shelly mouth which bores through wood lying long
in the sea.
krug, to crook or crouch in taking shelter fromn the weather under some
high or overhanging thing.
krugset, to beset in a corner.
limmer, a bad woman.
limmerik, the bog asphodel.
mamgujlla, a midwife.
manket, worn out with work.
moder dy, the innate swell of the sea.
morroless, being one of a pair without the other one.
mujlik, a handful of rips of bere which have been missed or dropped in
shearing, gathered up, tied like a little sheaf, and hung up to dry.
mulder, to become friable and disintegrated through decay.
norraleg, a needle with a broken eye.
ogarhunsh, any frightful or loathsome creature.
peswisp, a clew of yarn, a fishing-line, or any lineal stuff completely
ravelled, so that it is in an inextricable lump; [what Greer Gilman
writes].
pierk, to dress in a finical manner.
pilli, the penis.
pinnish, to shrink from the effect of cold.
pirl, a single particle of sheep’s dung.
pirr, a light breath of wind, such as will make a cat’s paw on the water.
plung, a sound such as is made by drawing a tight cork out of the mouth
of a bottle.
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posh, a little fiddle suitable for a child.
raddikal, a blackguard [hah!].
sae, a tub with two lugs.
sangster, a bruni made of sillik livers and bere bursten [if you stuff that
in a cod’s stomach, it’s hakkamuggi, the local form of haggis].
sanveelter, a disease of horses caused by their eating sand along with
their food.
seg, a hardened part of the skin of the hand caused by constant pressure
of a tool in working.
skalva, snow falling in large drops like scales.
skurm, an eggshell; anything frail like an eggshell.
slokken, a satisfying drink.
slud, an interval of time in which one may get a chance to slip away.
sluib, the slimy stuff which gathers on dead fish.
slundi, a rabble.
snatshard, a pert youngster.
snori ben, the leg bone of a swine with a double string tied round the
middle of it, which, when drawn, makes a snoring sound.
snud, the twisting movement of the head of a refractory cow.
sowdian, a big clumsy person; a very corpulent person.
stoor, dust, especially dust in motion.
sukkaleg, a stocking without a foot, or with a very ragged foot.
sukkatu, yarn spoilt in the spinning.
swarm, to sway a kettle around while it is hanging over the fire so that
its contents may be shifted [...] to get equal advantage of the heat.
taati kro, a receptacle for storing potatoes.
tairm, a string made of sheep’s gut, used for fiddle-strings.
tamtier, to cause delay by frivolous pretenses.
voaler, a sea name for the cat.
wanfine, deterioration from being kept in reserve [“... the grave’s a fine
and private place ...”].
waptree, the rod that connects the treadle and the axle of a spinning
wheel.
warbak, an insect that breeds under the skin in cattle.
whaarm, the edge of the eyelid on which the eyelash grows.
wirtiglugs, brose made with wirt.
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Ansible 198, January 2004
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU. Net:
ansible@cix.co.uk, www.ansible.co.uk. ISSN 0265-9816. Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Joe Mayhew. Available for SAE or the Purple Dart Medal
with Coal-sack Nebula Cluster.
Happy 2004. Welcome to the year of our 25th anniversary! Yes, it was in
1979 that (taking over from Peter Roberts’s fine British fan newsletter
Checkpoint), the first issue of that tatty scandal-sheet Ansible burst upon an
unimpressed audience. Where does the time go?

Galactic Medal of Honour
J.G. Ballard was revealed (in leaked “secret” documents) to be one of nearly
300 British notables who have turned down state honours. Both Ballard and
Michael Frayn are among the more select 40-odd who refused to be honoured
by Tony Blair’s government. (Sunday Times, 21 December) Ballard, who
declined a CBE for “so-called services to literature”, explained: “I am
opposed to the honours system. The whole thing is a preposterous charade.
Thousands of medals are given out in the name of a non-existent empire. It
makes us look a laughing stock and encourages deference to the crown. [...] I
must say I find it sad to see left-wing playwrights who have traded on their
socialist credentials throughout their careers accepting knighthoods. People
like David Hare who have worn their socialist credentials on both sleeves
kneel in front of the Queen, It’s too much.” [DP] Charles Platt laments: “I
greatly regret that we’ll never see, for instance, The Drowned World by Sir
J.G. Ballard.”
Gwyneth Jones was interviewed by one Barry Forshaw, who may have
suffered subediting. “Gwyneth Jones still lives in Manchester ...” he
mysteriously writes of this long-time Brighton resident, and goes on to call
her “the most acclaimed British female science fiction writer since Ursula le
Guin.” (Independent, 12 December) “Watch out for that quote on her next
book cover!” says our news-watcher David Garnett.
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John Le Carré is not afraid to embrace the ickiness of genre and to aver that
his novel Absolute Friends is “political science fiction”. (Guardian) But
much depends on where you insert the hyphen. [PT]
Philip Pullman’s fame has reached the point where His Dark Materials fan
minutiae appear in “mainstream” gossip columns: “Children’s daemons
change shape, he writes, but take a fixed form in adulthood. So why, a
percipient fan asked Pullman the other day, does the kindly boatwoman Ma
Costa’s daemon appear first as a hawk, and later as a wolf? ‘A mistake,’
Pullman confessed.” (Spectator, 27 Dec) Oh, and unlike Ballard, he accepted
a CBE – see the New Year honours list.
Anne Rice will suck no more! That is to say, her latest novel Blood Canticle
concludes the “Vampire Chronicles”, and our author says she’s finished with
the subject: “That chapter’s closed.” (LA Times) [PL]
J.R.R. Tolkien is in the news again: the release of part three of a certain film
provoked the usual sneers from the great and good. Allan Massie, Scots
novelist and critic, was quick to publish a column in The Scotsman titled
“Sorry, but grown-ups don’t read Tolkien”. Thus: “His work seems to me
closer to science fiction than to myth and legend, and has the characteristic
weakness of that genre: indifference to the complicated individual human
being, indeed ignorance of him and her.” [PC]
• Howard Jacobson, another novelist turned newspaper pundit, is sure that
reading this stuff can do only harm: “Start low, end low. Tolkien does not
lead ineluctably to Joyce or Conrad. Tolkien leads ineluctably to more
Tolkien. Give me the child and I will show you the man. Give Tolkien the
child and he will stay a child. [...] If I have my way, owners of these and
other works which pose a similar threat to the continuance of the human
intelligence will be able to deposit them in bins left outside police stations, no
questions asked.” (Independent, 20 December)
• One happily imagines these chaps’ blood pressure rising further at the sight
of UK postage stamps marking the 50th anniversary of The Fellowship of the
Ring and The Two Towers. The ten stamps feature Tolkien’s own artwork and
are released on 26 February 2004.

Convertite
28 Jan • BSFA Open Meeting, Rising Sun pub, Cloth Fair, London, EC1.
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6:30pm on, fans present from 5pm. With Geoff Ryman.
29 Jan - 1 Feb • Sci-Fi London 3 film festival, split between the Curzon
Soho, 99 Shaftesbury Ave (box office 0871 871 0022) and The Other
Cinema, 11 Rupert St (box office 0207 734 1506). Contact 22 Hanbury St,
London, E1 6QR, or 077537 46621.
7 Feb • Picocon 21, Imperial College Union Building, London. GoH Jon
Courtenay Grimwood [who has had to cancel], Peter F. Hamilton, more?
Contact ICSF, Beit Quad, Prince Consort Road, London, SW7 2BB.
9 Feb • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. 6:30pm. With Pat Cadigan,
Ellen Datlow and Paul McAuley. NB: no January event.
28-29 Feb • Construction (Interaction staff weekend) is still “looking at
hotels from Swindon to Sheffield”. Details TBA.
5-7 Mar • Mecon 7, Senior Staff Common Rooms, Queen’s University,
Belfast. Now £18/Euro28 reg; £20/Euro30 at door; £7/Euro11 supp. Contact
12 Hopefield Ave, Belfast, BT15 5AP, Northern Ireland.
5-7 Mar • Oktokon/AKFT 8 (Trek), Fircroft Hotel, Owls Rd, Bournemouth,
BH5 1AE. Latest rates not sent. Contact 0208 801 8867.
6-7 Mar • Microcon, Exeter University campus. Contact Daniel Bond, 100
Magdalen Rd, Exeter, Devon, EX2 4TU.
9-12 Apr • Concourse (Eastercon), Blackpool Winter Gardens. £45 reg until
advance booking closes on 21 March; £25 unwaged. Contact 4 Cody Rd,
Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB5 9LS.
Rumblings. • Interaction: there’s to be an open meeting in London on 14
Feb, 12:30pm to late, at a “central” pub yet to be decided. [Later: The
Windmill pub, 6-8 Mill Street (off Conduit Street, off Regent Street).]

Infinitely Improbable
The Arthur C. Clarke Award is on the move, since its now traditional
venue the Science Museum has announced a staggering increase in charges.
Administrator Paul Kincaid writes: “Having provided the facilities free of
charge from 1996 until 2002, the Museum suddenly made a charge of £1,000
in 2003. They have now informed us that the cost of facilities for the 2004
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ceremony would be in excess of £7,000. This is in addition to the cost of
catering. / The Museum says this is because of funding problems. However,
our own funding difficulties, exacerbated by the £1,000 charge in 2003, mean
that this cost is totally beyond our means. / The Clarke Award ceremony will
therefore not be held at the Science Museum this year. • We are already
looking for other suitable venues, and fully expect to stage the award
ceremony in May as usual.” Meanwhile, the Serendip Foundation has been
formed to manage and raise funds for future Clarke Award presentations, and
is described as “non-profit making”. That part at least should be easy.
As Others See Us. Ronald D. Moore, a writer and executive producer of the
new Battlestar Galactica, explains how it is Importantly Different: “‘It’s just
fleshed-out reality,’ said Moore. ‘It’s surprising to see because it’s not in the
science-fiction genre. Sci-fi doesn’t usually treat adult men and women as
adult men and women, and we wanted to treat them as adults.’” (Washington
Post, December) This appears to mean that there’s more sex than is common
in television sf. As our newshound Marilee J. Layman remarks, “I must say
that all the sex is absolutely gratuitous, but what do you expect from the SciFi
channel?”
Philip K. Dick Award shortlist for 2003 US paperback originals: M.M.
Buckner, Hyperthought; Mark Budz, Clade; Jane Jensen, Dante’s Equation;
Richard K. Morgan, Altered Carbon; Chris Moriarty, Spin State; Ann Tonsor
Zeddies, Steel Helix. [GVG] Winner to be announced 9 April.
R.I.P. Joan Aiken (1924-2004), one of Britain’s most distinguished authors
of children’s fantasy, and of many memorable short ghost, suspense, horror
and fairy stories for all ages, died on 4 January. She was 79 and had written
92 novels. Her best known work is the young-adult “Dido Twite” sequence
beginning with The Wolves of Willoughby Chase (1962), set in an alternate
19th century with a Stuart dynasty on the English throne, and wandering
worldwide. John Clute praised her work as having “an almost relentless
fertility” (Encyclopedia of Fantasy).
• Charles Berlitz (1913-2003), linguist and author of such science-fantasy
bestsellers as The Bermuda Triangle (1974) and The Philadelphia
Experiment (1979 with William I. Moore; 1984 movie), died on 16 December
aged 90. [PB]
• Marguerite McClure Bradbury (1922-2003), Ray Bradbury’s wife since 27
September 1947, died in Los Angeles on 24 November. She was 81. Forrest
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J. Ackerman was among those at the 28 November funeral and memorial
service.
• David Hemmings (1941-2003), actor and director, died on 4 December after
a heart attack while filming in Romania; he was 62. A child soprano,
Hemmings played Miles in Benjamin Britten’s adaptation of The Turn of the
Screw before moving into film in 1954. Genre appearances included
Barbarella (1968), Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (tvm 1981), Equilibrium (2002)
and most recently The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen (2003). [SG]
• Anita Mui Yim-Fong (1963-2003), Hong Kong actress and singer who
appeared in several fantasy, superhero and supernatural films – notably the
1987 Rouge and the “Heroic Trio” sequence – died from cervical cancer on
30 December, aged 40. [KM]
• Gordon Reid (1939-2003), Scottish actor known to sf fans as the
megalomaniac computer Angel Two in Radio 4’s Earthsearch, died on 26
November aged 64. [AB] He also appeared in Dr Who.
• Alexis Kanner (1942-2003), French-born Canadian actor best remembered
for his two parts in The Prisoner (1967-8), died on 13 December; he was 61.
Kanner also appeared in a 1970 episode of the Andersons’ TV series UFO.
He was a guest at the 2003 Prisoner convention in Portmeirion.
• Bob Monkhouse (1928-2003), British comedian who died from cancer on 29
December aged 75, was a lifelong sf/fantasy fan who spent extravagantly at
UK specialist shops like Andromeda, Forbidden Planet and the late Dark
They Were And Golden Eyed. Authors signing for Andromeda, even me,
would be asked to inscribe his copy specially. But Monkhouse’s claimed
genre career seems to be largely his own invention; experts are sceptical
about the comics art, Sexton Blake novellas and Hank Jansen novels listed in
his Guardian obituary and elsewhere.
• Albert Nozaki (1912-2003), US film art director who worked on The War of
the Worlds (1953), When Worlds Collide (1951) and others, died on 16
November; he was 81. [SFS]
• Bill Strutton (1918-2003), Australian-born author and screenwriter
responsible for the 1965 Doctor Who serial “The Web Planet” and its
novelization Dr Who and the Zarbi, died on 23 November aged 85. [JE]
• Les Tremayne (1913-2003), US actor who voiced cartoon characters in The
Phantom Tollbooth, Smurfs, and others, died on 19 December. [SFS]
• Simon van Dongen (1959-2003), Dutch fan, con-goer and filker, died from a
heart attack on 16 December. He was 44, with a years-long history of
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diabetes and kidney problems.
• Margaret Winch, who with Peter McNamara coedited the Australian sf
anthology Alien Shores (1994) and its 2003 successor Forever Shores
(published on 12 November), died on 22 November. She had been diagnosed
with advanced cancer just six weeks earlier. [P&MN]
As Others See (Some Of) Us. “There is snobbery among anoraks, believe it
or not. A philatelist may sneer at a train-spotter, and the consensus seems to
be that Dr Who fans are beneath everybody.” (Louis Barfe, The Oldie,
January) To be fair, the writer cautiously continues: “I’ve never agreed.
Surely one obsessive interest is as valid as another.” Put away those death
threats, chaps.
Random Fandom. David Garnett, watching University Challenge on 29
December, was instantaneously able to answer Jeremy Paxman’s question
about the name of the instantaneous communication device in Ursula Le
Guin’s The Left Hand of Darkness. But the student team was stumped....
• Ray Nelson, inventor of that classic fan icon the propeller beanie, received
the 2003 Rotsler Award for fan art. He was “chosen in recognition of his
current fanac as well as his artwork in fanzines going back many years. His
insightful and humorous cartoons have illustrated the fannish spirit for over
three decades.” [MG]
• Geri Sullivan successfully sold her Minneapolis home “Toad Hall” on 30
December, and is now leading a nomadic life while house-hunting on the US
East Coast.
The BBC “Big Read” book popularity poll (see A196 for shortlisted
sf/fantasy) ended with the public once again horrifying many critics by
choosing The Lord of the Rings as best-loved work. Pride and Prejudice
placed second, followed by His Dark Materials, The Hitch-Hiker’s Guide to
the Galaxy, and Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire. Oh dearie me.
Outraged Letters. Frank Key at last understands my efforts to describe his
work: “Long long ago, in ‘Key Reading’, you said something about the
bastard offspring of Samuel Beckett & Hugo Gernsback. I had to ask you
who HG was, and you told me, but I never actually read anything by him –
until now! I am in the middle of Ultimate World and am completely smitten.
What genius! What melodrama! What lengthy technical specifications!”
• Fred Lerner on the A197 Language Lesson: “Greer Gilman left out my
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favourite Shetland Norse word, which I learned from An Etymological
Dictionary of the Norn Language of Shetland. ‘Bisnaak’ is a verb meaning to
talk a lot about something without ever doing anything about it, as in the
phrase ‘to bisnaak aboot a t’ing’. A useful addition to Fanspeak, I should
think ...”
• Mike Scott Rohan remembers Beryl Mercer: “I don’t think anybody’s
mentioned so far that she and Archie were also among the creators of Tolkien
fandom in this country, with their fanzine The Middle Earthworm which ran
for three or four years in the late 60s and early 70s. It introduced a lot of
people to the idea of fandom, myself included.”
Thog’s Literary Research Special. Not many people know that The
Pilgrim’s Progress is “John Bunyan’s religious poem of 1684”.... (Jenny
Gilbert, Independent Sunday Review, 4 January)
C.o.A. Jay Bonney, 21 Peck Way, Rushden, NN10 6BD. Bridget & Simon
Bradshaw, 103 Rustat Rd, Cambridge, CB1 3QG. Tim Cadman, c/o Post
Office Meander, Tasmania 7304, Australia. Michael Kennally, 115 High St,
Wheatley, OX33 1VE. Ken Lake, 8 Barrington Close, Loughton, Essex, IG10
2AZ. Geri Sullivan (temporary), c/o 3409 Columbus Ave S, Minneapolis,
MN 55407, USA. Damien Warman & Juliette Woods, 10 Scott St, Dulwich,
SA 5065, Australia.
Disney pulled out of that new $140 million production of Peter Pan, owing
to unwillingness to let Great Ormond Street Hospital have any share in
profits from spinoff toys, books and games. The London children’s hospital
controls rights to adaptations of James Barrie’s play, with UK copyright
extended in perpetuity by an unusual act of Parliament.
Celebrity Interview. Taras Wolansky conducted a merciless interrogation at
Philcon, where “I got a chance to ask Harry Harrison about his 1966 novel,
Make Room! Make Room! (a.k.a. Soylent Green). How had he gotten New
York City in the year 2000 – population over 30 million, hundreds of
thousands sleeping on the streets – so wrong? The book was not
extrapolation, but ‘all lies ... pure propaganda’, Harrison explained, and as
propaganda he was very pleased with the influence it had over the years. But
‘crying wolf’ like that, wouldn’t it make people disbelieve him the next time
he had a cause to push, I asked. ‘Fandom is reborn every year,’ Harrison
replied complacently.”
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Small Press. David Riley’s sf/fantasy magazine Beyond, which folded after
three issues in the mid-90s, is to relaunch in Spring with a new 96pp A5
format. “We are actively seeking stories.” 130 Union Rd, Oswaldtwistle,
Accrington, Lancs, BB5 3DR. See www.rileybooks.co.uk.
• The poetry zine Krax 40 has a reviews supplement suggesting, in a kind if
slightly tentative obit, that Ansible “has ceased after many years” – news
credited to our favourite reliable source, “Someone”. I believe this report to
be greatly exaggerated. (63 Dixon La, Leeds, LS12 4RR.)
• Different Kinds of Darkness, the long-awaited (if only by me) Cosmos
Books collection of 36 Langford sf/fantasy/horror stories from 1975 to 2003,
became available this month. There is no overlap with my 2003
parody/pastiche collection He Do the Time Police in Different Voices. For
those who missed the Big Engine editions, Cosmos has also reissued Maps:
The Uncollected John Sladek and my own The Leaky Establishment.
Group Gropes. London First Thursdays. Rafe Culpin wonders whether the 4
August 2005 meeting should be moved to the 11th in order to avoid a clash
with the first day of the Glasgow worldcon.
The Dead Past. 30 Years Ago: Peter Roberts warmly recommended “Bob
Rickard’s new Fortean magazine The News ...” (Checkpoint 45, January
1974). I wonder what became of that nice Mr Rickard? 20 Years Ago: Walt
Willis reported a death. “George Charters, Grand Old Man of Irish Fandom,
died on Wednesday 18 January from a long standing heart complaint. [...]
George used to say that the proudest achievement of his career was to have
stencilled The Enchanted Duplicator, but in fact he published many fine
issues of his own fanzine The Scarr and wrote several articles in other
fanzines.” (Ansible 37, 1984)
Superpsychic Corner. Uri Geller, speaking on Radio Scotland, offered his
authoritative diagnosis of Michael Jackson: “He is a child trapped in the body
of a five-year-old man.” [PE]
A197 Updates. Margaret Armen died Nov 2003, not 2001 (a typo). Todd
Mason should have been credited for Thog’s Alfred Bester quote.
Thog’s Masterclass. Eyeballs in the Sky (Retro Division). “... she threw her
eyes upon the walls, and saw their shattered condition.” (Ann Radcliffe, The
Mysteries of Udolpho, 1794) [DC]
• Neat Tricks Dept. “Mel picked up both my hands and kissed them. His lips
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were warm. When he laid them back on the table he didn’t let go.” (Robin
McKinley, Sunshine, 2003) [MM]
• Dept of Mass Destruction. “... they were upon him, smothering him,
squeezing and squashing him, with the sheer weight of their weightlessness.”
(Terrance Dicks & Barry Letts, Doctor Who: Deadly Reunion, 2003) [LC]
• Double-Take Dept. “As with most aerial bombardments in my era, the
effects of the attack were more terrifying than the results.” (Dan Simmons,
Ilium, 2003) [TW]

Endnotes
AuthorsMarket. Intrepid web reporter Jed Hartman notes that this site’s
abuse of unspecified sf writers (for, apparently, being well informed about
vanity presses and allied publishing scams) was rewritten almost before I
quoted it last issue. “It’s still insulting, just in a different way.” See that chap
on LiveJournal for further acerbic comments....
http://www.livejournal.com/users/nihilistic_kid/335661.html
Apparitions. 14 Jan, 7pm: Rob Grant talks about his novel Incompetence at
Waterstone’s, Broad St, Reading. Tickets £3, redeemable against purchase of
book.
• 27 Jan, 6-7pm: SF Book Reading Group, Waterstone’s, 13-14 Princes St,
Edinburgh. Discussion of Interview With the Vampire; all welcome. More
info: Joe or Alex, 0131 556 3034.
• 24 Apr: David Drake is appearing and signing at the wargaming show
Salute, Olympia 2, London (www.salute.co.uk).
Freebie. Here for cheapskates is an sf-themed 2004 calendar – a 550K PDF
download from “Capt. Xerox”, each month titivated with a garish pulp cover
and a selection of famous sf birthdays. I turned eagerly to the 10th of April,
but alas ... http://www.theendoftheuniverse.ca/calendar2004/
Ansible 198 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2004. Thanks to Paul Barnett,
Anthony Brown, Paul Cockburn, David Curl, Lawrence Conquest, John
Eggeling, Mike Glyer, Steve Green, Publishers Lunch, Monica McAbee, Kari
Maund, Peter (“Mac”) & Mariann McNamara, Ashley Pollard, David Pringle,
Private Eye, Adam Roberts, SF Site, Paul Treadaway, Tanaqui Weaver,
Lloyd Wood, Gordon Van Gelder, and Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum
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Group News), Janice Murray (North America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart
(Australia). Special thanks: Eileen Gunn. 8 Jan 04.
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Ansible 199, February 2004
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU. Net:
ansible@cix.co.uk, http://www.ansible.co.uk. ISSN 0265-9816. Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Joe Mayhew. Available for SAE, hornswogglers,
whangdoodles or snozzwangers.
Diagnosis. A little genre insight from Alec Wilkinson in The New Yorker, 19
January 2004: “Science fiction is the schizophrenic cousin of literature.”
[JBob] Personally, I’m in two minds about that.

Siege Perilous
Forrest J. Ackerman has donated $153,000 to the American Cinematheque
arts organization, to have plaques in honour of his favourite people installed
on 153 seats at Grauman’s Egyptian Theatre in Hollywood. As well as
friends, family and many film people, the Ackerman categories of glory
include authors (Isaac Asimov, Charles Beaumont, Ray Bradbury, George
Clayton Johnson, William F. Temple, Sir Arthur C. Clarke, Marion Zimmer
Bradley, Richard Matheson, Ib J. Melchior, Amelia Reynolds Long, Olaf
Stapledon, Stanley G. Weinbaum), artists (Frank R. Paul, Hannes Bok, Virgil
Finlay, Margaret Brundage, Josh Kirby), sf editors (Hugo Gernsback, John
W. Campbell, Horace L. Gold, Anthony Boucher) and “Super Sci-Fi Fans”
(Rick Sneary, Julius Schwartz, Walt Willis, Harry Warner Jr). [MM]
Margaret Atwood – come back, all is forgiven! Despite those frequent
claims that she doesn’t write sf because that means rockets, chemicals, and
talking squids in outer space, here is emotion recollected in tranquillity: “I
myself have written two works of ‘science fiction’ or, if you prefer,
‘speculative fiction,’ The Handmaid’s Tale and Oryx and Crake.” (2004
Kesterton Lecture, 22 Jan; Globe and Mail, 24 Jan.) [JH]
Ambrose Bierce is still controversial. After reissuing his The Devil’s
Dictionary late last year, the publishers Bloomsbury were inundated with
requests for Bierce interviews, while one UK bookshop chain complained
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bitterly about the lack of signed copies.... (The Bookseller) [RD]
Mike Moorcock ponders on how others see us: “I think I know what people
mean when they say they don’t write sf. They mean they don’t write sci-fi –
i.e. Star Wars, Star Trek and so on. I believe there’s been a bit of a shift in
the use of the terms, these days. My guess is that most of the people who say
they don’t write sf wouldn’t think Phil Dick wrote sf either. Of course, that
could just be me being kind. Given that social fiction is now essentially a
minority taste and that sf and fantasy are the dominant forms of fiction,
should we be worrying about these distinctions? Mainstream means marginal,
doesn’t it? It’s not we who are still in the ghetto, it’s the likes of M. Atwood
who are putting themselves in the ghetto. Or am I taking too much
medication? Certainly not. You can never take too much meditation. I mean
medicacion. Where is this, anyway? You’re not the girl I came in with. Are
you?”
Alastair Reynolds thrills to the occult power of Typomancy: “Now and
again I look at the Hugo recommendations compiled by the New England
Science Fiction Association, for which the URL (as you undoubtedly know)
is ‘www.nesfa.org’. Imagine my immense delight at discovering that
mistyping it as ‘www.nefsa.org’ takes you to the home page of the New
England Feng Shui Association ...”

Conswap
9 Feb • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. 6:30pm. With Pat Cadigan,
Ellen Datlow and Paul McAuley.
14 Feb • Interaction London Open Meeting, The Windmill pub, 6-8 Mill St
(off Conduit St, off Regent St). 12:30pm to late.
21-22 Feb • SF Weekend, Watershed Media Centre, Bristol; part of local
“Great Reading Adventure” centred on The Day of the Triffids. With Brian
Aldiss, Chris Priest, others. Bookings 0117 927 5100.
25 Feb • BSFA Open Meeting, White Hart pub, 119-121 Bishopsgate (near
Liverpool St Station), London. NB: change of venue! 6pm on; fans in the bar
from 5pm; no pub food after 5pm. With Roger Levy.
28-29 Feb • Construction (Interaction staff weekend), Holiday Inn to east of
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Swindon. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
5 Mar • British Fantasy Society open night, Princess Louise pub, Holborn,
London. 6.30pm onwards. All welcome.
5-7 Mar • Mecon 7, Senior Staff Common Rooms, Queen’s University,
Belfast. Now £18/Euro28 reg; £20/Euro30 at door; £7/Euro11 supp. Contact
12 Hopefield Ave, Belfast, BT15 5AP, Northern Ireland.
5-7 Mar • Oktokon/AKFT 8 (Trek), Fircroft Hotel, Owls Rd, Bournemouth,
BH5 1AE. Latest rates not sent. Contact 0208 801 8867.
6-7 Mar • Microcon, Exeter University campus. Contact Daniel Bond, 100
Magdalen Rd, Exeter, Devon, EX2 4TU.
8 Mar • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. 6:30pm. With Pat Cadigan,
Richard Morgan and Rob Grant.
9-12 Apr • Concourse (Eastercon), Blackpool Winter Gardens. £45 reg until
advance booking closes on 21 March; £25 unwaged. Contact 4 Cody Rd,
Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB5 9LS.
8-9 May • Odyssey 2004, “Official Arthur C. Clarke Convention”, TacchiMorris Arts Centre, School Rd, Taunton, TA2 8PD. Many guests, mostly
media; Arthur C. Clarke video link planned. £38.00 reg (+£3.50 for concert,
Sat). Bookings through T-M Arts Centre, 01823 414141.
2-6 Sep • Noreascon 4 (62nd Worldcon), Boston, MA. $180 reg – not rising
on 1 March as planned but to be held until pre-registration closes on 31 July.
Contact PO Box 1010, Framingham, MA 01701, USA.
Rumblings. • Eurocon: Kiev, Ukraine, is bidding to hold the event in April
2006. • Interaction: further “Construction” staff weekends are planned for 23 Oct 2004, 5-6 Feb 2005 and 4-5 Jun 2005.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others Don’t See Us. Invisible Hugo Dept: “JK Rowling seems set to
win the only literary success which has so far eluded her – her first adult
book prize. / Her latest book, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, was
yesterday shortlisted for the £5,000 fiction section of the WH Smith book
awards.” (John Ezard, The Guardian, 14 Jan). The adult shortlist also
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includes James Herbert’s Nobody True, and the “Teen Choice” fiction list
comprises: Jonathan Stroud, The Amulet of Samarkand; Celia Rees, Pirates!;
Philip Reeve, Predator’s Gold; Mary Hoffman, Stravaganza: City of Stars;
Terry Pratchett, The Wee Free Men. [A] (Later: on 19 January The Guardian
ran one of its famous corrections and acknowledged Rowling’s Hugo for HP
and the Goblet of Fire. [PM])
Arthur C. Clarke Award shortlist for UK-published novels of 2003:
Stephen Baxter, Coalescent; Greg Bear, Darwin’s Children; William Gibson,
Pattern Recognition; Gwyneth Jones, Midnight Lamp; Neal Stephenson,
Quicksilver; Tricia Sullivan, Maul.
BSFA Awards: nominations for 2003 work. NOVEL William Gibson, Pattern
Recognition; Jon Courtenay Grimwood, Felaheen; Gwyneth Jones, Midnight
Lamp; Alastair Reynolds, Absolution Gap; Justina Robson, Natural History;
Tricia Sullivan, Maul. (Six finalists owing to a tie.)
• SHORT; Terry Bisson, Dear Abbey; Neil Gaiman & Dave McKean, The
Wolves in the Walls; John Meaney, “Entangled Eyes are Smiling” (Interzone
190); Geoff Ryman, “Birth Days” (Interzone 188); Charles Stross,
“Nightfall” (Asimov’s 4/03)
• ARTWORK – all book covers. Judith Clute, Scores (John Clute); David
Frankland, Predator’s Gold (Philip Reeve); Lee Gibbons, Maul (Tricia
Sullivan); Colin Odell, The True Knowledge of Ken MacLeod (ed. Butler &
Mendlesohn); Steve Stone, Natural History (Justina Robson). NON-FICTION
John H. Arnold & Andy Wood, “Nothing is Written: Politics, Ideology and
the Burden of History in the Fall Revolution Quartet” (The True Knowledge
of Ken MacLeod); Mike Ashley, “The Profession of SF #58: Mapping the
Territory” (Foundation 87); Farah Mendlesohn, “Reading Science Fiction”
(The Cambridge Companion to SF introduction); Cheryl Morgan, “A Sick
Mind” (review of The Thackery T. Lambshead Pocket Guide ...; Emerald City
97); M.J. Simpson, Hitchhiker: A Biography of Douglas Adams.
R.I.P. Jack Cady (1932-2004), US author and writing teacher whose wideranging work won him both genre and non-genre awards, died on 14 January
aged 71. His 1993 novella “The Night We Buried Road Dog” won a Nebula
and tied for the Bram Stoker Award; he received the World Fantasy Award
for his collection The Sons of Noah (1992). [JF] Simon R. Green adds:
“Marvellous ghost stories, and a wonderful sense of the fantasy in everyday
life.”
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• Mary Margaret Kaye (1908-2004), Indian-born UK author best known for
The Far Pavilions (1978), died on 29 January aged 95; she wrote one fantasy
for children, The Ordinary Princess (1980). [JE]
• Paula Raymond (1924-2003), US film and TV actress whose most famous
genre part was in The Beast from 20,000 Fathoms (1953), died on 31
December aged 79. [DK]
• Don Lawrence (1928-2003), UK comics artist best known in Britain for his
work on the long-running sf adventure series The Trigan Empire (1965-1982,
scripted by Mike Butterworth), died on 29 December aged 75. Miserably
treated by UK publishers, he was better appreciated on the Continent: his
second major series Storm achieved huge sales in the Netherlands, earning
him many awards and a Dutch knighthood. [PD]
• Jeff Nuttall (1933-2004), a contributor to the 1969 sf poetry anthology
Holding Your Eight Hands, died on 4 January aged 70. [SS]
• William Relling, Jr (1954-2004), US author of horror and supernatural
fiction, committed suicide on 22 January; he was 49. [ED]
• Patricia Roc (1915-2003), UK actress who died on 30 December aged 88,
had a rare genre part in the sf comedy film The Perfect Woman (1949). [GD]
• Ray Stark (1914-2004), Hollywood producer who co-produced Somewhere
in Time (1980), died on January 17. This film was based on the novel Bid
Time Return (1975) by Richard Matheson. [SFS]
• Stafford Ernest Wright (1920-2003), British fan active in the 1940s-50s,
died on 19 December; he was 83. [JBir] Sydney J. Bounds remembers the old
days: “Staff was a regular at the White Horse with his wife, Margit, whom he
met in Vienna at the end of WWII. He drew cartoons for fanzines of the day,
and made and sold models of sf characters. Like other fans he bought and
sold books on a Thursday evening.”
Oscars: The Short Version. The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King
is nominated in eleven categories including Best Picture. Pirates of the
Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl has five nominations and Finding
Nemo four. And for the innumerable Patrick O’Brian fans among us, Master
and Commander: The Far Side of the World has ten.
Random Fandom. Greg Pickersgill, joining the ranks of fans with medical
conditions that sound like science fiction, has an eye problem known as mapdot-fingerprint dystrophy – but reports: “Due to the miraculous intervention
of modern medicine (including something that may actually be REALLY
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poisonous) I have regained the power of sight!”
Small Press. Yet another British venture launches in July 2004: Orbit, edited
by Steve Williams, is to be “a monthly, full colour science fiction magazine.
It’s going to be distributed through SF shops, but if it’s successful after 6
months, a large distributor in London has shown interest in giving it a wider
distribution.” Contents will include articles, author interviews, and “debate
and discussion”, but not apparently fiction. 1 Firs Hill Mews, Pitsmoor Road,
Sheffield, S Yorks, S3 9AH, UK. One hopes there’s no awkward clash with
Orbit, the UK sf imprint of (currently) Time Warner.... • Wormwood is a new
UK critical magazine from Tartarus Press, covering “fantasy, supernatural
and decadent literature” (no new fiction). Paperback format, £7.99/$13 post
paid; Stable Cottage, Priest Bank Rd, Kildwick, Keighley, BD20 9BH.
Outraged Letters. Brian Aldiss remembers “my last regular reader” (see
A198 obituary): “Bob Monkhouse, also known as a comedian, wrote to my
mother back in the early sixties, shortly after the publication of my first
novels and stories. He wrote to say how much he had enjoyed them. My
mother wrote back, rather smarmily, I’d imagine. And received a smarmy
response. From then on, the two corresponded, Bob always commenting on
my books. What my mother said, I do not know. Mercifully, neither of them
drew me into the correspondence. Besides, I was then talking to Ken Dodd
about writing scripts for him. Now both my mater and Monkhouse are no
more, and book sales have correspondingly declined.”
• Jonathan Cowie is hopping mad about censorship of the Concatenation web
site. “Bexley Borough has recently installed a thing called ‘Net Sweeper UK’
as part of the ‘London Grid for Learning’. For some reason it thinks that the
Concatenation SF reviews index (which only consists of a list of links to
books we’ve reviewed over the years) has ‘criminal content’ and will not let
Bexley Borough library and college users (and presumably other Boroughs
using this grid) access it.” Later: the ban was lifted after a hint that public
accusations of “criminal content” could well be libellous. The mere mention
of a Terminator novel may have been the problem, as this censorware seems
to dislike the Terminator film website. (Ansible 198 was also bounced by
certain hyperprudish e-mail filters, conceivably because the Anne Rice news
item alluded to the fact that vampires, ahem, practise suction.)
• Gordon Davie adds: “Bob Monkhouse [...] does have one SF connection
that is in no doubt: he provided the voice for Zero-X navigator Brad Newman
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in the Gerry Anderson film Thunderbirds Are Go!”
• Richard E. Geis exults: “I was happy to not see my name in the RIP list;
always a joyous occasion.”
• Simon R. Green on the New Year honours list: “Can I just point out that I
was offered a nighthood by Tony Blair’s government; but I declined, as I
never wear one.”
Wee Free Awards. Terry Pratchett is too modest and retiring to brag about
all the US honours won by The Wee Free Men, but Anne Hoppe of
HarperCollins leaked the list: ALA [American Library Association] Notable
Book, ALA Best Book for Young Adults, Horn Book Fanfare Title of Best
Books of 2003, Kirkus 2003 Editor’s Choice, School Library Journal Best
Book of the Year, Parenting Book of Year Award-winner, Bulletin of the
Center for Children’s Books Blue Ribbon Book, New York Public Library
100 Titles for Reading and Sharing book ... and so on, and on, with “starred
reviews” all over the place. [CS]
Fanfundery. GUFF: After panic at Pat McMurray’s discovery that he
couldn’t make it to the Aussie Natcon in April, he will now attend
Continuum (Melbourne 11-14 June), which welcomes the GUFF winner. •
DUFF nominations for the northbound race (Australasia to Noreascon 4) are
open, closing on 15 Feb; voting will continue to 1 May. Details and, later this
month, downloadable ballots at www.DUFF2004.com.
International Horror Guild nominations go on forever; shorter fiction and
nonfiction categories are omitted [owing to space problems in the print
edition, and not specifically to annoy Lisa Tuttle, who sent blistering e-mail
anyway]. Living Legend awards go to Stephen King and E.F. Bleiler, with a
special posthumous award to Jack Cady (see R.I.P. above).
• NOVEL Tananarive Due, The Good House; Stephen King, The Dark Tower
V; Stewart O’Nan, The Night Country; John Shirley, Crawlers; Peter Straub,
lostboy lostgirl; Steve Rasnic Tem, The Book of Days.
• FIRST NOVEL K.J. Bishop, The Etched City; Matthew B.J. Delaney, Jinn;
Michael Gruber, Tropic of Night; Matthew Pearl, The Dante Club; Mark
Siegal, Echo & Narcissus; Jeff VanderMeer, Veniss Underground.
• COLLECTION Ramsey Campbell, Told by the Dead; Elizabeth Hand,
Bibliomancy; Glen Hirshberg, The Two Sams; George R.R. Martin, GRRM: A
RRetrospective; Reggie Oliver, The Dreams of Cardinal Vittorini; Michael
Marshall Smith, More Tomorrow.
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• ANTHOLOGY Ramsey Campbell, Jack Dann & Dennis Etchison, Gathering
the Bones; Bill Congreve, Southern Blood; Ellen Datlow, The Dark; Stephen
Jones, By Moonlight Only; Elizabeth & Thomas Monteleone, Borderlands 5;
Jeff VanderMeer & Mark Roberts, Thackery T. Lambshead Pocket Guide to
Eccentric and Discredited Diseases.
• PERIODICAL All Hallows, Cemetery Dance, F&SF, The Third Alternative,
Video Watchdog.
• ILLUSTRATED NARRATIVE Endless Nights, The Wolves in the Walls, The
League of Extraordinary Gentlemen II, Dark Days, The Goon 1-4.
• ART Caniglia, Dave McKean, “Edward Miller” (Les Edwards), Todd Schorr,
Bernie Wrightson.
• FILM 28 Days Later, Bubba Ho-Tep, Identity, Monster, Mystic River, Spider.
• TV Angel, Carnivale, Dead Like Me, Six Feet Under, The Dead Zone.
Now What’s Missing Here? “... Eric Temple Bell, who was known as a
mathematician, a mathematical historian, and the author of several detective
stories, under the name John Taine.” (John H. Conway & Richard K. Guy,
The Book of Numbers, 1996)
Sapphire Awards (sf romance) novel shortlist: Sherrilyn Kenyon, Dance
With The Devil; Robin D. Owens, Heart Thief; Catherine Asaro, Skyfall;
Susan Grant, The Star Princess; Wen Spencer, Tinker. [SFS]
Group Gropes. London first-Thursday meetings continue to have problems
at The Barley Mow. The latest controversial suggestion, promoted by flyers
on 5 February, is a return to The Florence Nightingale, whose customerhating landlord has reportedly been replaced. [RN/MP]
Thog’s Masterclass. Newtonian Dept. “It is impossible to shrug one’s
shoulders in free fall; the motion sends you flying across the cabin, and Brian
was too well-trained to make waste motions of that sort.” (Marion Zimmer
Bradley, “The Climbing Wave”, F&SF February 1954) [JBos]
• Spare Parts Dept. “Botha slipped out of his chair. It rocked briefly in his
absence, then steadied to await the next set of perambulating buttocks.” (Alan
Dean Foster, Diuturnity’s Dawn, 2002) [GS]
• Dept of Innovative Nomenclature. “An emerald-green material paneled the
room, neither glass nor wood, but something in between. She christened it
‘glass-wood’”. (Catherine Asaro, Skyfall, 2003) [PH]
• Nuclear Doom Dept (or, How I Learned To Stop Worrying and Hold My
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Breath). “‘It’s certain,’ Dardanus was saying, ‘that the cobalt bomb, so
incontinently exploded twenty-five years ago in the Pacific Ocean, robbed the
planet of its atmosphere for at least thirty minutes. There’s no need for me to
recall the causes – superheating of the ionosphere, followed by elevation of
the heavier atoms and a partial band of vacuum encircling the globe. It’s
possible that at least half the molecules existing at that time reached escape
velocity and were lost into outer space....’” (Martin Jordan, “Sheamus”,
Science Fantasy 14, 6/1955) [JBos]

Endnotes
Apparitions. 13 Feb: Brum Group, with Andy Lounds talking about Mars.
Details: bhamsfgroup@yahoo.co.uk.
• 13 Feb: Steve Laws book launch for Spectre at The Cluny, Newcastle.
Details: aunico@hotmail.com.
• 12 Mar: Brum Group, with Dominic Harman interview. Details:
bhamsfgroup@yahoo.co.uk.
• 24 Apr: David Drake is appearing and signing at the wargaming show
Salute, Olympia 2, London (www.salute.co.uk).
Twenty Years Ago. At the London SF Supper Club, there was excitement
about the new deal for library loans. “Everyone was reeling at the news that
the Public Lending Right scheme was actually going to bring them money:
‘How much are you getting?’ was the question at the tip of every tongue, and
naturally evil Malcolm [Edwards] assembled the answers, subsequently
calling the roll of authors present in strict order of PLR precedence, from
those who hadn’t registered at all (e.g. himself) and were wailing and
gnashing their teeth, up to the heights of Chris Priest (who later bought
himself a new photocopier ...) and Brian Aldiss, who, when pressed for
details of his PLR, smiled modestly as he ordered a further magnum of Moet
& Chandon to wash down his tureen of caviar.” (Ansible 37, February 1984)
Ansible 199 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2004. Thanks to Ariel, John
Birchby, Johanna Bobrow, John Boston, Ellen Datlow, Gordon Davie, Robert
Day, Paul Dormer, John Eggeling, Jo Fletcher, Jed Hartman, Penny Hill, Dan
Kimmel, Petrea Mitchell, Murray Moore, Rob Newman, Mark Plummer, SF
Site, Gordon Smith, Colin Smythe, Steve Sneyd, and Hero Distributors: Rog
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Peyton (Brum), Janice Murray (N America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart
(Australia). 6 Feb 04.
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Ansible 200, March 2004
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU. Net:
ansible@cix.co.uk. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X (online). Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Joe Mayhew. Available for SAE, drinks, or the Key to
Murdoch’s Hoard.
Numerology. The magic of round numbers led some fans to expect a bumper
Ansible this month. But, remembering an early double issue and nine with
numbers like 53½, this is the 208th.... To mark the non-occasion, the British
Library reproved me for putting the print version’s ISSN in the on-line
edition. Instead I have had another ISSN thrust upon me, with stern
instructions to distinguish print from digital by using both numbers in both
editions. This makes life so much simpler.

Opus 200
Andrew M. Butler won the 2004 Pioneer Award for sf criticism, with his
essay “Thirteen Ways of Looking at the British Boom” (SF Studies #91,
November 2003). [FM]
Orson Scott Card has a crushingly final word on the current hot issue of gay
and lesbian marriage in the USA: “In the first place, no law in any state in the
United States now or ever has forbidden homosexuals to marry. The law has
never asked that a man prove his heterosexuality in order to marry a woman,
or a woman hers in order to marry a man....” [Closely reasoned examples
omitted.] “So it is a flat lie to say that homosexuals are deprived of any civil
right pertaining to marriage. To get those civil rights, all homosexuals have to
do is find someone of the opposite sex willing to join them in marriage.”
Cory Doctorow names no names in his 12 February speech to the O’Reilly
Emerging Technologies Conference: “... I was shocked silly by legal action
by one of my colleagues against AOL/Time-Warner for carrying the
alt.binaries.ebooks newsgroup. This writer alleged that AOL should have a
duty to remove this newsgroup, since it carried so many infringing files, and
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that its failure to do so made it a contributory infringer, and so liable for the
incredibly stiff penalties afforded by our newly minted copyright laws like
the No Electronic Theft Act and the loathsome Digital Millennium Copyright
Act or DMCA.
• Now there was a scary thought: there were people out there who thought the
world would be a better place if ISPs were given the duty of actively policing
and censoring the websites and newsfeeds their customers had access to,
including a requirement that ISPs needed to determine, all on their own, what
was an unlawful copyright infringement – something more usually left up to
judges in the light of extensive amicus briefings from esteemed copyright
scholars.
• This was a stupendously dumb idea, and it offended me down to my boots.
Writers are supposed to be advocates of free expression, not censorship. It
seemed that some of my colleagues loved the First Amendment, but they
were reluctant to share it with the rest of the world.” I take the point about not
suing the post office over dubious mail, but ... The free expression of Cory
Doctorow giving his own work away (including this speech, placed in the
public domain) strikes me as rather different from that of some talentless git
with a scanner who rips off other authors’ creations. I must be an old fogey.
Harlan Ellison’s lawsuit against AOL continues, with the US Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals partly reversing though partly affirming the 2002 district
court’s adverse decision, with “Each party to bear its own costs” and the road
open for further exciting litigation. Apparently the case goes back to the
district court for a jury to decide (a) whether AOL is guilty of contributory
copyright infringement; (b) if so, whether or not AOL qualifies for “safe
harbor” under the DMCA. More as it happens.
Jasper Fforde’s Lost in a Good Book won the Dilys Award as 2003
favourite of the US Independent Mystery Booksellers Association. [SFS]
Edwin Morgan, 83-year-old Scots poet and sf enthusiast, has been chosen as
his country’s national poet or “Scots Makar”, equivalent to the Poet Laureate.
His “space poetry” was broadcast on BBC Radio in 1966; he was in the sf
verse anthology Holding Your Eight Hands (1969). [JB]
Terry Pratchett on all those US awards for The Wee Free Men (see A199):
“Oh dear. I don’t know whether to be worried or pleased that a book
containing words like ‘susurration’, treating witches with respect and
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featuring a mob of drunken, thieving, swearing Scottish pixies is considered
wonderful by the great and good of the US YA Book world, but I nurse a
sneaking desire for someone to ban it....
• It’s the 21st anniversary of DW this autumn. There will be dancing in a
street.”
• Michael Bishop helpfully adds: “Just thought you should know I’ve written
a new fantasy Christmas-themed novel called Wee Free Kings.”
Robert Silverberg is the 2004 recipient of what is now called the Damon
Knight Memorial Grandmaster award, from SFWA. [BW] In his own words:
“It’s an awesome thing to be put up there in the same company as Heinlein,
Asimov, De Camp, Leiber, Simak, van Vogt, and the rest of that crew. I’m
still pretty stunned. This isn’t modesty I’m expressing – far from it. Just awe.
These guys were my boyhood heroes and now I am one of them.”

Contrate
5 Mar • British Fantasy Society open night, Princess Louise pub, Holborn,
London. 6.30pm onwards. All welcome. Next: 4 Jun, 3 Sep.
5-7 Mar • Mecon 7, Senior Staff Common Rooms, Queen’s University,
Belfast. £20/Euro30 at the door; just turn up, I suppose.
5-7 Mar • Oktokon/AKFT 8 (Trek), Fircroft Hotel, Owls Rd, Bournemouth,
BH5 1AE. Latest rates not sent. Contact 0208 801 8867.
6-7 Mar • Microcon, Exeter University campus. Contact Daniel Bond, 100
Magdalen Rd, Exeter, Devon, EX2 4TU.
8 Mar • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. 6:30pm. With Pat Cadigan,
Richard Morgan and Rob Grant.
20 Mar • Revelations in Fairyland, BSFA/SF Foundation free event,
Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Sq, London, WC1. 10:30am-5pm. With Paul
McAuley, Alastair Reynolds, Liz Williams, BSFA & SFF AGMs.
24 Mar • BSFA Open Meeting, White Hart pub, 119-121 Bishopsgate (near
Liverpool St Station), London. 6pm on. With Steve Aylett.
3 Apr • TTA Con 5 (The Third Alternative mag), The Anchor pub, “by the
river”, Cambridge. 12 noon to late. All welcome.
383

9-12 Apr • Concourse (Eastercon), Blackpool Winter Gardens. £45 reg until
advance booking closes on 21 March; £25 unwaged. £60 at the door. Contact
4 Cody Rd, Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB5 9LS.
20-22 Aug • The 15th Festival of Fantastic Films, Manchester Conference
Centre & Hotel. Guests TBC. £70/$110 reg. Contact 95 Meadowgate Rd,
Salford, Manchester, M6 8EN. 0161 707 3747.
12-14 Aug 05 • Consternation (RPG), New Hall, Cambridge. With David
Pulver, Marcus Rowland. £20 reg until 1 Aug 04. Contact 130 South Rd,
Erdington, Birmingham, B23 6EL.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. “This column’s favourite novel of 2003, William
Gibson’s Pattern Recognition, has been shortlisted for two big awards – only
Sci Fi awards but better than a poke in the eye.” (Jeremy Jehu, “Best Sellers”,
ITV Teletext reviews, 13 February) [MB]
R.I.P. Donald Barr (1921-2004), US author and academic best known in sf
circles for his space opera Space Relations (1973), died on 5 February. He
was 82. [PDF]
• Islwyn Ffowc Elis (1924-2004), Welsh author of popular Welsh-language
novels including the sf Y Blaned Dirion (The Fair Planet, 1968), died on 22
January at age 79. [SH]
• Peter Garratt (1949-2004), UK psychologist, fan and author, died
unexpectedly on 2 March, perhaps from a heart attack; he was 54. David
Pringle writes: “I’ve known Pete for over 30 years, and he was a kind friend,
so obviously this is deeply saddening for me, as I’m sure it will be for many
others who knew him well – and also for those who knew him socially, from
writers’ groups or sf conventions, or through his stories in magazines and
anthologies. We published at least nine stories by Pete in Interzone over the
years, the first being ‘If the Driver Vanishes – ’ (IZ 13) ... He also had stories
in many small-press magazines, and one in Asimov’s SF.”
• Julius Schwartz (1915-2004), US fan, literary agent, influential comics
editor, and in later life a DC Comics consultant and “goodwill ambassador”
to conventions, died on 8 February aged 88. With Mort Weisinger he
coedited what many regard as the first true sf fanzine, The Time Traveller
(1932); his and Weisinger’s agency Solar Sales Service was the first to
384

specialize in sf. As editor at All-American Comics (which became part of
DC) from 1944 to 1986, he was involved in the revival and development of
such superheroes as The Flash, Green Lantern, Hawkman, Adam Strange,
The Atom, and Batman; from 1971 he edited Superman. As he wrote in his
autobiography: “Here Lies Julius Schwartz. He met his last deadline.”
Asimov’s Porn Scandal. Following one easily outraged mother’s complaint,
a Michigan TV news show ran a shock horror exposé about Asimov’s SF (“an
adults-only magazine ... full of sexual content ... stories about sex, drugs, and
molestation”) being pushed to innocent children. Really? Asimov’s response:
“Reporter Kristi Andersen and the News 8 anchors portrayed the QSP
magazine drive as children buying and selling magazines. As a matter of fact,
in this fundraising drive, students sell magazines to their family, their
neighbors, and their parents’ coworkers. We reviewed the QSP catalog with
the reporter and showed her that many of the magazines are for adults,
including Esquire, Vogue, GQ, and Elle. As we showed the reporter, the QSP
catalog has a section specifically geared to children, and indicates ageappropriate titles. Asimov’s was correctly listed in the catalog, not under
‘Children,’ but under ‘Science/Technology/Environmental.’ The reporter
chose not to include this information in her report, and, in fact, said that we
‘did not know it was on the school magazine list.’” And so on. The fact that
Asimov’s had already ceased to deal with QSP (for financial reasons) was
presented as a moral victory won by the fearless TV station.
Paging Mr Tucker! Can it be coincidence that the latest Lemony Snicket
outbreak, The Slippery Slope, has a cameo appearance by one C.M.
Kornbluth? “Mr. Kornbluth was a quiet and secretive man, so secretive that
no one ever knew who he was, where he came from, or even what the C or
the M stood for, and he spent much of his time holed up in his dormitory
room writing strange stories ...” [YR] • Kevin J. Anderson brags that he’s
given the young Jack Williamson a major part in his DC Justice Society
superhero comic series, set in the 1940s.
Oscars. You read it here last. The Return of the King, nominated in 11
categories, won them all: best picture (the first genre film to get this big one),
director, adapted screenplay, film editing, score, sound mixing, make-up,
visual effects, song, costume design, and art direction. It now ties with BenHur and Titanic for most Oscars won. Finding Nemo, narrowly edging out
Gimli’s eyebrows, won as best animated feature.
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Random Fandom. Chris Bell to the rescue: “I am assured that the menu for
the ‘Concourse Medieval Banquet’, for which a booking form is enclosed
with PR4 for the forthcoming Easter Convention, was not selected by Marcus
Streets or Chris O’Shea, who are aware that ‘Baked jacket potato’ somehow
lacks true Medieval authenticity.”
SF Hall of Fame. This year’s inductees are that inseparable quartet Brian
Aldiss, Harry Harrison, Mary Shelley and E.E. “Doc” Smith.
What the Papers Say. “Polyamory’s intellectual genesis is often attributed
to Robert Heinlein’s tedious sci-fi epic Stranger in a Strange Land (1961);
the protagonist’s polysexual adventures read like a dirty old author’s wishfulfilment.” (Sunday Telegraph magazine, 29 February)
• “With a massive cult following in the US, Lois McMaster Bujold’s
Vorkosigan saga has set the standard for space opera fiction – she’s won
more Hugo awards than anyone else in the last 30 years.” (Fantasy and SF
Book Club newsletter, January) [PW] Er, no comment.
• “... one is tempted to say, ‘It’s only a TV series, guys.’ But Galactic
Hitchhikers, a sub-division of Trekkies and only marginally less deranged
than Doctor Who wonks, will not have it so. They give new meaning to the
word ‘aficionados’ – lovers of Goodbye, and Thanks for All the Fish, one of
Adams’s weakest books ...” (Iain Finlayson on Hitchhiker; Times, 14 Feb)
[IG] So only nerds remember the radio series. Or get titles right.
BAFTAs: At the mid-Feb presentation, The Return of the King won for best
film, adapted screenplay, cinematography, and visual effects. Popular vote
also made it the Orange Film of the Year. The BAFTA for best short
animation went to the fantasy Jojo in the Stars.
Thog’s Critical Masterclass. Dept of In 1877 They’d Believe Anything:
“Although the first edition’s claim that Black Beauty was ‘translated from the
original equine’ now seems quaint or absurd ...” (Raymond E. Jones,
Characters in Children’s Literature, 1997)
Publishers and Sinners. Darren Nash, the editor who went down with
Earthlight when Simon & Schuster killed it off, joined Tim Holman’s
editorial team at Time Warner/Orbit on 2 March. Earthlight founder John
Jarrold, still in the wilderness of freelancing, would love you all to pay him to
edit your unsold sf masterpieces into publishable shape (actual publication
not guaranteed): j.jarrold@btopenworld.com.
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Nebula Finalists for 2003 or, as the case may be, 2002 work. NOVEL Lois
McMaster Bujold, Diplomatic Immunity; Carol Emshwiller, The Mount;
Kathleen Ann Goonan, Light Music; Nalo Hopkinson, The Salt Roads; Jack
McDevitt, Chindi; Elizabeth Moon, The Speed of Dark.
• NOVELLA Eleanor Arnason, “Potter of Bones” (Asimov’s 9/02); Kage Baker,
“The Empress of Mars” (Asimov’s 7/03); Neil Gaiman, Coraline; John
Kessel, “Stories for Men” (Asimov’s 10/02); Ian MacLeod, “Breathmoss”
(Asimov’s 5/02).
• NOVELETTE Richard Bowes, “Mask of the Rex” (F&SF 5/02); Adam-Troy
Castro, “Of a Sweet Slow Dance in the Wake of Temporary Dogs”
(Imaginings); Cory Doctorow, “0wnz0red” (Salon 8/02); Jeffrey Ford, “The
Empire of Ice Cream”, (Sci Fiction 2/03); Ray Vukcevich, “The Wages of
Syntax” (Sci Fiction 10/02).
• SHORT Eleanor Arnason, “Knapsack Poems” (Asimov’s 5/02); Kevin
Brockmeier, “The Brief History of the Dead”, (New Yorker 9/03); Harlan
Ellison, “Goodbye to All That” (McSweeney’s Mammoth Treasury of
Thrilling Tales); Carol Emshwiller, “Grandma” (F&SF 3/02); Karen Joy
Fowler, “What I Didn’t See” (Sci Fiction 7/02); Molly Gloss, “Lambing
Season” (Asimov’s 7/02); James Van Pelt, “The Last of the O-Forms”,
(Asimov’s 9/02).
• SCRIPT Finding Nemo, Minority Report, Spirited Away, The Lord of the
Rings: The Two Towers, Futurama: “Where No Fan Has Gone Before”.
Deep Thought. The chance to question Ursula Le Guin in the on-line
Guardian earned one seeker after truth a place in Private Eye’s Pseud’s
Corner: “As opposed to the standard model of time travellers projected into
previously lived cultural patterns, what do you make of the concept
‘collective experience of temporal variation,’ such as stalled, recursive or
redundant sequences of year sets. I am thinking of collective delusion or the
social construction of reality, wherein mere participation in humanity’s
elaborated schedules makes distance between avowed temporal judgments
and an undercurrent of more objective time. For instance, what would happen
if global culture lost track of the passage of the years due to the complexity of
information elaborating its rote performance? I am thinking of this not so
much from a narrative science fiction perspective as an anthropological
dissonance between (world) culture and context.” Ursula Le Guin replies:
“Sorry, the more I read your question the stupider I feel.”
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Small Press. Prime Books, edited by Sean Wallace, has joined his Cosmos
Books as an imprint of Wildside Press. See C.o.A. below.
Outraged Letters. Simon R. Green soldiers on: “I’m putting together a mustsell TV series for Channel 5: Orgasms of the Third Reich.”
• Marcus Rowland is also disgruntled by the deeply stupid censorship
imposed by Net Sweeper UK, which at his school prevents access to
reproductive-biology websites, blocks several university chemistry sites for
“criminal content”, and bars Google searches for the filthy phrase “chemical
analysis”.
• Simo is “starting to get a bit fed up with answering what seems to be the
most burning question in SF: The new radio series of Hitchhiker’s Guide,
which was due for broadcast from 17th February, has been indefinitely
postponed. Neither I nor anyone else, including the people who made it,
know when it will be broadcast. Phrases involving the words ‘organize’,
‘BBC’, ‘brewery’ and ‘piss-up’ are being bandied about.”
Fanfundery. DUFF: candidates for the northbound trip – Australasia to
Noreascon 4, the 2004 Worldcon – are Erika Maria Lacey, Norman Cates and
Danny Oz (formerly Danny Heap). Voting deadline is 1 May.
Classics of Our Time. I was suitably numbed to learn that Harry Potter and
the Philosopher’s Stone is to appear in classical Greek: “the longest text to
have been translated into the ancient language in 1,500 years.” (BBC News)
The translator, UK classics teacher Andrew Wilson, modelled his style on the
2nd-century works of Lucian, who was at least a fantasy (or sf) author.
“Harry Potter” apparently comes out as “warrior goblet”. An Irish Gaelic
version is also scheduled. Next: Elvish? Klingon?
C.o.A. Jane Carnall, 14 Hawthornbank Place, Edinburgh, EH6 4HG. Eddie
Cochrane, 72 St Pauls Gate, Wokingham, RG41 2YR. Alice Turner & Dave
Field, 30 Charlewood Rd, Whitmore Park, Coventry, CV6 4ER. Sean
Wallace/Prime Books, PO Box 301, Holicong, PA 18928-0301, USA.
Group Gropes. London 1st-Thursday meetings seem to be reverting to the
Florence Nightingale on the roundabout at the South Bank end of
Westminster Bridge; there is a new, customer-friendly landlord.
[The new-landlord rumour was false but, nevertheless, the meeting
is at the FN for the time being. Keep watching the web page....]
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Thog’s Masterclass. Tone of Voice Dept. “‘What is it, Arthur?’ Admiral
Greer asked, wearing a cheap golf shirt.” (Tom Clancy, Red Rabbit, 2002)
[NB]
• Purple Passage Dept. “... in the blood of stainless childhood the leprous
limbs of phosphorescent Lilith were laved.” (H.P. Lovecraft, “The Horror At
Red Hook”) [BA]
• Dept of Historical Truth. “But then, Oscar knew, Taneia Gall had been
Chairwoman of the Residents Association for over a century. Few of
history’s absolute monarchs had reigned for that long.” (Peter F. Hamilton,
Pandora’s Star, 2004) [PB]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 12 Mar: Brum Group, with Dominic Harman interview.
Details: bhamsfgroup@yahoo.co.uk.
• 27 Mar: LOTNA (League of the Non-Aligned) free open evening,
Horseshoe Inn, Melior St, London. 7pm for 8pm. Dan Heidel talks on SF and
the net.
• 1 Apr: David Gemmell talks about The Swords of Night and Day at
Waterstone’s, Broad St, Reading, 7pm. Tickets £3 redeemable against
purchase. 0118 958 1270.
• 24 Apr: David Drake is appearing and signing at the wargaming show
Salute, Olympia 2, London (www.salute.co.uk).
Personal Column. Mark Bourne seeks lodging suggestions and travel tips
for a month-long London trip with his wife, perhaps in Nov/Dec 2004:
mark@markbourne.com.
Wooden Rocket Awards for sf/fantasy on line are happening again this year.
Details and entry forms are available at:
http://www.WoodenRocket.com
Ansible 200 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2004. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
John Bark, Neil Barnes, Paul Barnett, Molly Brown, Paul Di Filippo, Ian
Girle, Steve Holland, Farah Mendlesohn, Yvonne Rousseau, SF Site, Peter
Wareham, and Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group News), Janice
Murray (North America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Australia). Also last
issue’s Hero Envelope Stuffers: Greg Pickersgill and Catherine McAulay. 4
389

Mar 04.

390

Ansible 201, April 2004
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU. ISSN
0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X (online). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Atom.
Available for SAE, or The Formula for the Transmutation of Borax Without
the Use of Cockatrice-Egg.
April Fool. Time again for a round of droll “news” items to alarm the easily
deluded ... if only I can think of any. Er: Langford Boycotts Eastercon!
(Sorry; I can’t make it.) Jan/Feb Interzone Appears! (Well, I heard #193 was
ready for the printer.) Harlan Ellison Changes Name In Deed Poll Shock!
(Sort of. See below.) Famous US Fan Emigrates To Wales! (Geri Sullivan is
considering a house in Wales, Massachusetts....) Ansible Folds! (That’s how
we get it into the envelopes.) Enough of this.

The Sources of the Nile
Margaret Atwood charmed an Australian audience at the Adelaide Festival
on 5 March, incidentally ensuring that yet another electronic Ansible will be
bounced by various puritan e-mail filters. “Would you like a question period
now,” she asked halfway through her session, “or would you like the BluePenis scene out of Oryx and Crake?” Nobody voted for questions, and the
great lady remarked: “This is the horrible truth. We’d all rather have blue
penises.” [YR]
Iain M. Banks (for it is he) won the Best International Novel category of
Italy’s Italia sf awards, with Inversions.
Harlan Ellison® is, it seems, the new style of The Artist Formerly Known
As Harlan Ellison. Look on my works, ye mighty ... [JE]
Hugo Gernsback is honoured by 70-cent postage stamps issued in his native
Luxembourg on 16 March, showing our hero’s head with the sideways
caption “HUGO GERNSBACK / ECRIVAIN.INVENTEUR 1884-1967”. [AS]
Charles L. Grant, noted horror author, has been diagnosed with chronic
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obstructive pulmonary disease and for the foreseeable future will need bottled
oxygen to stay alive. No health insurance, alas. Donations to a “Fresh Air
Fund” are solicited by his wife Kathryn Ptacek. Dollar checks should be
made out to her at PO Box 97, Newton, NJ 07860-0097, USA; Paypal
transfers to katptacek[at]yahoo.com.
George R.R. Martin received the 2004 Skylark Award from NESFA.
Matt Ruff is the latest Tiptree Award winner, for his 2003 novel Set This
House in Order: A Romance of Souls. Presentation at WisCon, May.
Karen Traviss is shocked, shocked, shocked by the 17 March announcement
of Swiss Army knives with USB memory-stick “blades”, as predicted in her
sf novel City of Pearl. Just like Arthur C. Clarke with geosynchronous
satellites, she failed to secure the patent. I wonder whether any sf satirist
foretold the other amazing innovation revealed in the same news item: Swiss
Army knives for air travellers, with no blades. (Despite the date, Dave
Langford Is Not Making This Up.)
John Woo explains the tremendous critical success of his Dick-based film
Paycheck: “‘I wanted to emphasise the romance of the story rather than the
science fiction,’ Woo says. ‘Science fiction requires special effects. I don’t
have a mind for that. I think human behaviour is a special effect.’” (The Age,
Australia, 15 March) [MLR]

Conchobar
3 Apr • Dracula Society AGM and mass vampire book signing, Victoria
Pub, 10A Strathearn Place, London W2. 6pm-10pm. £2 admission.
3 Apr • TTA Con 5 (The Third Alternative magazine), The Anchor pub, “by
the river”, Cambridge. 12 noon to late. All welcome.
9-12 Apr • Concourse (Eastercon), Blackpool Winter Gardens. Advance
booking now closed. £60 reg at the door; unwaged £25. Day rates: Fri £10,
Sat £20, Sun £20, Mon £10. Children half price.
12 Apr • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. 6:30pm. With Pat
Cadigan, Jeff Ford, Lucius Shepard, and Jeff Vandermeer.
16 Apr • Underground Comix panel at the ICA, The Mall, London, SW1Y
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5AH. 7pm. With Bryan Talbot, Hunt Emerson, and Gilbert Shelton. £8
admission, £7 concessions, £6 ICA members.
28 Apr • BSFA Open Meeting, White Hart pub, 119-121 Bishopsgate (nr
Liverpool St Station), London. 6pm on. With Steph Swainston.
1-3 May • plokta.con 3.0, Chequers Hotel, Newbury. GoH Charles Stross.
£25 reg; “may go up in 2004”, but apparently not yet. Cheques to Plokta c/o
Mike Scott, 39 Fitzroy Court, Croydon, CR0 2AX.
8-9 May • Odyssey 2004, “Official Arthur C. Clarke Convention”, TacchiMorris Arts Centre, School Rd, Taunton, TA2 8PD. Many guests, mostly
media; Arthur C. Clarke video link planned. £38.00 reg (+£3.50 for concert,
Sat). Bookings through T-M Arts Centre, 01823 414141.
9 May • Fantasy Fair, The Cresset Exhibition Centre, Bretton, Peterborough.
10:30am-4pm. Contact: 01477 534626.
16-17 Oct • Octocon 2004 (Irish national con), Chief O’Neill’s Hotel,
Smithfield Village, Dublin 7. Now Euro30/£20 reg. Contact Basement Flat,
26 Longford Terrace, Monkstown, Co. Dublin, Ireland.
5-7 Nov • Novacon 34, Quality Hotel, Walsall. GoH Ian Watson. £33 reg
until end of Eastercon, then £36 to 26 Oct; £40 at door. Contact 379 Myrtle
Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ; 0114 281 1572.
12-14 Nov • Armadacon 16, Copthorne Hotel, Plymouth. GoH Lionel
Fanthorpe, Bernard Pearson, more TBA. £30 reg, £27 concessions. Contact
Mrs M. Pritchard, 4 Gleneagle Ave, Plymouth, PL3 5HL.
13-14 Nov • P-Con 2, Ashling Hotel, Parkgate St, Dublin 8. £15/Euro30 reg
until after Eastercon, then £20/Euro30 (TBC). £10/Euro10 supp. Contact:
Yellow Brick Rd, 8 Bachelors Walk, Dublin 1, Ireland.
4-8 Aug 05 • Interaction (63rd Worldcon), SECC, Glasgow.
£95/$155/Euro145/$CAN225 reg, rising on 1 June 2004 for some currencies,
owing to exchange rate issues: e.g. $170, $CAN245. (£ and Euro rates
unchanged.) Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ. In North America:
PO Box 58009, Louisville, Kentucky, KY 40268-0009, USA.
Japan in 2007, the Worldcon bid, offers unspecified “treasure” as prizes in
its haiku competition. Entries in English to Peggy Rae Sapienza, PO Box
314, Annapolis Junction, MD 20701, USA – by 28 Aug 04.
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Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Mark Harris wraps up his positive review of Guy Gavriel
Kay’s The Last Light of the Sun with a traditional acid drop: “Most fantasy
writing is aimed at airheads with little, if any, knowledge of the past.”
(Toronto Globe & Mail, 6 March) [EW] • Christopher Farah’s review of The
Confessions of Max Tivoli (Salon.com, 8 March 8) is classic: “Andrew Sean
Greer’s second novel has a high-concept premise that seems perfect for one
of those $3 mass-market sci-fi/fantasy paperbacks. A man lives his entire life
aging in reverse [...] Of course, in a cheap sci-fi book, the main character’s
name would have to be something that sounds like a new brand of
antidepressant medication – and the story would be trite, gimmicky and
shallow. Instead, The Confessions Of Max Tivoli is a serious work of
literature ...” [MT/PWo/SB]
W.H. Smith Awards. The 2004 “People’s Choice” for best fiction, voted by
148,000 readers, was Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix – leading to
further “invisibling” of the author’s 2001 Hugo (see also A199): “J.K.
Rowling gets the headlines for finally winning an ‘adult’ prize,” said
Publishers Lunch (17 March). Meanwhile, Terry Pratchett triumphed in the
“Teen Choice” category with The Wee Free Men.
R.I.P. Bradford M. Day (1916-2004), major US sf bibliographer “whose ...
work is one of the foundations on which modern sf scholarship has been
built” (SFE), died on 25 February. [NB]
• Philip Gilbert (1931-2004), Canadian actor seen in The Frozen Dead,
Superman III and a 1961 Avengers episode, died on 6 January aged 72. He
was the voice of the computer TIM in The Tomorrow People (1973-9). [CM]
• Mel Hunter, 1929-2004, US sf artist responsible for many magazine cover
paintings since 1953, died from bone cancer on 20 February. The last of his
F&SF “robot” series covers appeared in May 2003. [GVG]
• Keith L. Justice (1949-2004), US sf fan and bibliographer, died – with his
wife – in a car accident on 27 February. His bibliography-in-progress of
Robert Silverberg is to be completed by Phil Stephensen-Payne, who
welcomes assistance.
• René Laloux (1929-2004), French film director best known in sf for
Fantastic Planet (La Planète sauvage, 1973), died on 14 March; he was 75.
[L]
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• Katherine Lawrence, US TV sf scriptwriter who also wrote short stories and
was active in SFWA, was found dead on 27 March and is thought to have
committed suicide on the 25th. [SHS/JS]
• Robert Merle (1908-2004), French author of The Day of the Dolphin (Un
animal doué de raison, 1968) and the Campbell Award-winning Malevil
(1972), both filmed, died near Paris on 27 March. He was 95. France awarded
him the Prix Goncourt in 1949. [J-ML]
• Mercedes McCambridge (1916-2004), US actress who was the voice of the
demon-possessed girl in the 1973 film of The Exorcist, died on 14 March; she
was 87. [AIP]
• Sir Peter Ustinov (1921-2004), playwright, actor, director and novelist, died
on 28 March aged 82. [SG] He wrote, directed and produced the 1947 film of
F. Anstey’s comic fantasy Vice Versa; his several other genre credits include
a part in Logan’s Run (1976).
• Jon White (1946-2004), US fan and book dealer whose 1962 fanzine Inside
continued as Leland Sapiro’s Riverside Quarterly, died on 12 March aged 57.
Avedon Carol writes: “It was a shock, as it always is, even though he had
been sickly for as long as I’ve known him and in truth it’s a surprise that he
lasted this long. There’s not much online about him but he published
Riverside Quarterly and he was a really sweet guy and I’m sorry I’m never
going to see him again.”
• Paul Winfield (1941-2004), US actor whose genre films included Star Trek:
The Wrath of Khan, Damnation Alley, The Terminator, and Mars Attacks!,
died from a heart attack on 7 March; he was 62. [SFS]
What the Papers Say. According to Gerald Jonas in the New York Times
Book Review (7 March), “Ben Bova is the last of the great pulp writers.” John
Boston, who spotted this, cryptically adds: “I’m reminded of Gibbon’s
comment about the Holy Roman Empire.”
Publishers and Sinners. Another revenant is about to stalk among us:
Amazing Stories, founded by Hugo Gernsback in 1926, will have a July
relaunch from Paizo Publishing (www.paizo.com). Editor Dave Gross, who
also edits Star Wars Insider, promises to transcend boring old sf with a
“cross-media gamut of sci-fi, fantasy, super heroes, and supernatural horror.”
• Famous literary agent and publisher Richard Curtis has come up with a
splendid wheeze to cover expenses. His E-Reads authors have learned to their
joy that the print-on-demand distributor’s (admittedly modest) annual fee for
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keeping each POD title available is being deducted from authors’ royalties.
ICFA Awards. At the International Conference on the Fantastic in the Arts
in March, K.J. Bishop (The Etched City) won the William L. Crawford
Award for best new fantasy novelist; Spanish translator/editor Marcial Souto
received the Distinguished Scholarship Award. [L]
Random Fandom. John Bangsund (reports Yvonne Rousseau) “is living
proof that a golfball can pass through a keyhole: that is, on Wednesday 25
February, he had gallstones reputed to be golfball-size successfully removed
by keyhole surgery, and was allowed to return home again on Sunday 29
February.”
• Tim Broadribb is “in hospital in Bristol recovering from large doses of
morphine attendant on peritonitis and diverticulitis,” writes Chris Bell,
adding that Tim was surprised and displeased to find himself listed in
Concourse PR4 as jointly running “Tech”, which he is definitely not.
• Peter Crump won the £1000 first prize in the Wrexham Science
Festival/BBC2W competition for short sf films, 5 minutes or less. His
winning entry Harvest may yet be televised.
• Steve Green feels I should be warned: “The next Ansible is due out on April
1st, so you’re no doubt watching out for the usual bogus submissions: ‘Tony
Berry drops real ale for Carlsberg at Novacon’, ‘Andy Hooper wins humour
prize’, that kind of thing.”
As Ourselves See Us. Gwyneth Jones reviews Newton’s Wake by Ken
MacLeod: “Space opera writers and readers like high-concept ideas, and have
limited regard for human details.” (Guardian, 27 March) [SSw]
Spiel Cheque Spatial! Dept of Anxious Architecture: “The woman chattered
away in a slightly nervous manor ...” Dept of Intermittent Agriculture:
“Though the soil was reasonable, the Ulon wasn’t really suitable for serial
crops.” (Pandora’s Star, Peter F. Hamilton, 2004) [MQ] Peter appreciates
Thog’s earlier attentions: “Ah bugger, thought I’d slipped under the radar.
But you’ll be happy to hear there’s a hotel called Langford Towers in book 2;
sort of like Fawlty but too grotty to attract any guests.” Later he relented: “In
my politically correct quest for non-offending anyone I have now given the
Langford Towers a huge and expensive makeover, the useless staff were all
fired, management consultants brought in, and two VIP characters have now
booked in for a relaxing holiday. Of course, the hotel might get vaporized by
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aliens before the end of the book, but hey, those are the breaks.”
FAAn Awards. FANZINE Trap Door. FANWRITER Gordon Eklund. ARTIST
Steve Stiles. HUMORIST Andy Hooper. NEW FAN Pete Young. SPECIAL AWARDS
Tracy Benton (Corflu.org) and Bill Burns (Efanzines.com). [JW]
Small Press. Dept of Asking For It. Thog greatly admires the bold
submission guidelines of The Corpse Magazine, Aloha, Oregon: “Needs:
Stories that disturb, eviscerate and horrify.” [PB]
Outraged Letters. Cory Doctorow on A200: “I wasn’t defending the practice
of duplicating books. I was attacking the idea that carriers – ISPs – should be
liable for what their users do, that they should be responsible for determining
on their own whether a newsgroup was ‘too infringing’ to carry, that their
legal departments should be used as a stand-in for the judgements handed
down by a court.
• I was arguing that my carrier’s role should be to deliver the bits I ask for,
and that authors and other aggrieved parties should seek their remedies from
infringers, not from the people who provide the transmission apparatus. In
particular, I was arguing to uphold the principle that just because infringing
material is known to appear in a newsgroup, that a carrier should have no
burden to eliminate that group from its feed – just as a library should have no
burden to remove its photocopiers even though some of the uses to which
they are put are undoubtably infringing.
• I was arguing to uphold the Betamax principle: that a technology capable of
a substantial noninfringing use is lawful. This is a legal principle that has
stood all of us in good stead for twenty years since the Supremes handed it
down, and will hold up for twenty more if I have anything to do with it.
• Remember, popular speech never needs defending.”
• I confessed, shamefacedly, that while cutting A200 to fit the page I’d lost
my own acknowledgement that the current Ellison/AOL lawsuit seemed a bit
like suing the post office for carrying offensive mail. Cory: “Heh – chalk up
another axis on which bits are superior to atoms: no need to copyfit with
electronic text!” He has me there.
Fanfundery. TAFF: the 2004 westbound race is under way, with James
Bacon and Anders Holmström contending for the trip to Noreascon 4. Voting
deadline is 5 June. Ballots available from Ansible etc.
James White Award. Finalists for the latest award, presented annually for a
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short story by a new writer, have been released: Tim P. Keating, “One Sick
Vampire”; Brenden Whelan, “Growing Pains”; Deirdre Ruane, “Lost Things
Saved in Boxes”; Matthew G Nelson, “The Big Dave Special”; John
Garrison, “The Tale of Pol Krage”. Winner to be announced at the 2004
Eastercon in Blackpool (see events list).
More Outraged Letters. Harry Harrison on A198: “Oh dear. Taras
Wolansky seems to be bereft of any sense of humor. I was trying to liven up a
rather turgid interview when I said that Make Room! Make Room! was all
lies. It is of course a fine, factual, realistic novel. Well – the fen laughed even
if Taras didn’t.”
• David Kennedy wonders about those Rowling translations: “Speaking as the
person who, for reasons that seemed like a good idea at the time, has
translated two Discworld short stories into Scots (not Scottish Gaelic, you
understand, but the language of Rabbie Burns and Rab C. Nesbitt), I am now
wondering if there might be a market for Hendrie Patter an the Wiceman’s
Stane. Or at least if I could convince a publisher that there is.”
• Mark A. Mandel, dismisses related speculations in the gutter press
(Ansible): “The Klingon Language Institute (www.kli.org) has released
Klingon versions – or the Klingon originals, as the case may be – of Hamlet,
Gilgamesh, and most recently Much Ado About Nothing. I have been asked to
participate in the next translation project, of which I will say only that it is not
a Harry Potter book.” For this relief, much thanks.
C.o.A. Andrew M. Butler, Dept of Media, Canterbury Christ Church
University College, Canterbury, CT1 1QU.
Group Gropes. London First Thursdays. The March meeting was indeed in
The Florence Nightingale (on roundabout at South Bank end of Westminster
Bridge), where rumours of a new landlord proved false. Meanwhile, having
allegedly stocked up on real ale for 4 March, The Barley Mow management
was annoyed by the lack of fans to drink it, and may not welcome a return.
Meetings continue in the FN for the present, with the nearby Jubilee in
reserve if fandom is ousted again.
Thog’s Masterclass. Transubstantiation Dept. “This Caramon pooled,
ordering the grain pounded into flour or maize” (Margaret Weis & Tracy
Hickman, War of the Twins, 1986) [TW]
• Likeness Dept. “They weren’t human; they were a new species. Humanlike,
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but not like them.” Blues Dept. “The bassist was a tall, pretty older woman
whose rugged looks matched her jeans.” (both Paul Black, The Tels, 2003)
[PB]
• Physiognomy Dept. “He does a little shifting of the eyes under this shiteating grin ...” (Steve Martini, Undue Influence, 1994) [PB]
• Strange Allergens Dept. “Primavera put a finger to my lips, her nose
wrinkling in an allergy of indecision.” (Richard Calder, Dead Girls, 1993)
[BA]
• Thin Red Line Dept. “... battalions of blood marching into formation on the
parade ground of his face.” (Malcolm Knox, A Private Man, 2004.) [KH]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 3 Apr: Dracula Society AGM (see above) signing session
lineup: Sydney J. Bounds, Basil Copper, Les Edwards, Christopher Fowler,
Stephen Jones, Tanith Lee, Brian Lumley, Paul McAuley, Kim Newman,
Tina Rath. All “subject to commitments.”
• 16 Apr. Birmingham SF Group, Britannia Hotel, New Street. 7:30pm. With
Martin Sketchley. £4; members £3. Details: bhamsfgroup@yahoo.co.uk.
• 24 Apr: David Drake is appearing and signing at the wargaming show
Salute, Olympia 2, London (www.salute.co.uk).
• 14 May: Birmingham SF Group, as above. With Ian Watson.
The Dreaming, a small theatre company in York, is touring Britain in April
and early May with stage versions of Robert Rankin’s The Antipope (the first
ever Rankin-based play) and Terry Pratchett’s Eric. More information at:
http://www.thedreaming.co.uk/productions_e.htm
No Joke. The UK Post Office sneaked up the price of second-class postage to
21p today. Brought to its knees by the financial blow, Ansible has no choice
but to introduce a PayPal donation option. Send all your money and the editor
promises to spend it unwisely.
Twenty Years Ago. Ansible 38 (April 1984) marvelled at the novelty of
seeing a publisher, Jonathan Cape, push a mainstream author on the strength
of his sf connections. From the letter accompanying my review copy of
Alasdair Gray’s 1982, Janine: “Although not strictly science fictional Janine
certainly has fantastic elements, on the strength of which [Gray] has been
invited to read at Tynecon II, the Science Fiction Convention ...” That is, the
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first Mexicon.
Ansible 201 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2004. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Paul Barnett, Stephen Baxter, Ned Brooks, Janice Eisen, Steve Green, Kim
Huett, Locus Online, Jean-Marc Lofficier, Chryse Moore, Andrew I. Porter,
Michael Quinion, Yvonne Rousseau, Margaret L. Ruwoldt, Andy Sawyer,
Joyce Scrivner, SF Site, Steven H Silver, Steve Sneyd, Steph Swainston,
Michael Turyn, Gordon Van Gelder, Tanaqui Weaver, Edward Willett, Peter
Wong, Joy Worley, and Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group), Janice
Murray (N America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Australia). The real April Fool
hoax was the Kilgore Trout news item. 1 Apr 04.
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Ansible 202, May 2004
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU.
www.dcs.gla.ac.uk/Ansible/. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X (online).
Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Joe Mayhew. Available for SAE or the
whereabouts of Nnvsnu the Tsrungh.
Concourse. Ansible received mixed reports of the 2004 Eastercon.
• Jeff VanderMeer was overwhelmed by ambience: “Blackpool is just one
degree away from being Clockwork Orange. I’ve never seen pigeons eating
human vomit before. Nor have I seen such a display of flouncing breasts
before, and yet been strangely unmoved, given the context. Nor have I ever
emerged from a men’s room stall before to realize that there were people
having sex in the stalls to either side of me before. Nor have ... but the list is
too long. I’m in shock.”
• Cheryl Morgan: “I need only point out that the first nine author readings
had no audience whatsoever because they were not advertised anywhere and
the room in which they were to be held was not on the map.”
• David B. Wake didn’t mind: “I enjoyed it, but then I spent most of my time
on the play [Tartan: restrung] and thus missed most of the convention. The
bits I saw I enjoyed.”
• Julian Headlong was less gruntled: “I hated Blackpool; the con was badly
run (they managed to really piss off Philip Pullman). The only good things
were a really amazing building for the venue (making the dealers’ room the
airiest and lightest I’ve ever seen), and seeing all my friends. And despite the
wonderful design the dealers were unhappy with their location ’cos it was off
on its own, only the art show out its way. The programme was a shambles: I
was asked to be on items 20 minutes before they started, and there were
constant reschedulings (sometimes to earlier time slots). Chris Priest did a
pretty good GoH speech, and the Cyberdrome thingy happened. The play was
awful but people kept praising it – perhaps we were on different time lines; it
was about an hour too long, and the plot was incomprehensible. The
masquerade was off, then it was on, then off, then it was scheduled as a
kiddie masquerade right after the BSFA awards: toastmaster John Jarrold was
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totally professional in ignoring the screaming kiddies at the back of the
audience.”
• Some fled Concourse early, Liz Williams with a cry of
“BLEEAAARGGGHHH!” Others contrived to have fun – aided, many said, by a
certain Blitz spirit – and the Winter Gardens venue itself was widely admired.
See Ansible’s website for a longer, appreciative report by Greg Pickersgill
[plus addenda from Peter Weston, Jeff VanderMeer and others], and the full
text of Chris Priest’s well-received guest speech.
• BSFA Awards: NOVEL Jon Courtenay Grimwood, Felaheen; SHORT FICTION
Neil Gaiman & Dave McKean, The Wolves in the Walls; ARTWORK Colin
Odell, cover for The True Knowledge of Ken MacLeod; NON-FICTION Farah
Mendlesohn, “Reading Science Fiction”. [CB]
• Doc Weir Award for unsung good eggs of fandom: Robert “Nojay”
Sneddon. [TK]
• James White Award for the best unpublished story by a new writer:
Deirdre Ruane, “Lost Things Saved in Boxes”.

The Seeker from Nexo Vollma
Raymond Briggs has had enough of his nicest creation. In an April
interview, when discussion got around to The Snowman, he grimaced and
pleaded: “Please, don’t mention the S-word.” (Independent, 7 April)
Gardner Dozois is moving on after more than 19 years in the editorial chair
at Asimov’s. “Other projects”, such as writing more books of his own, await.
Executive Editor Sheila Williams steps into Gardner’s enormous shoes;
meanwhile he’ll keep up the Asimov’s connection as Contributing Editor. See
David Pringle, below: can this be coincidence?
Michael Moorcock, according to The Spectator (24 April), has “Wonderful
news for Europe! Michael Moorcock, the brilliant anarcho-syndicalist
science-fiction writer, is planning his escape from Bastrop, Texas, where he
has lived for the past ten years.” Old cowpoke Moorcock explained
laconically, “A man’s gotta do what a man’s gotta do ...” By the autumn,
according to plan, he’ll be living in Paris or Rome.
Andre Norton fell and badly broke her hip on 8 April, underwent surgery on
the 10th (involving screws and a metal plate), and was able to return home on
the 14th. A full recovery is hoped for. No gifts or foodstuffs, please, but her
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fans suggest that a small contribution to medical bills wouldn’t come amiss:
checks to Ms Andre Norton, c/o her carer Sue Stewart, 1007 Herron St,
Murfreesboro, TN 37130, USA. The Norton house and much property will be
sold by auction on 5 June, at the house: 114 Eventide Dr, Murfreesboro, TN
37130, USA. Sue Stewart writes: “There will be custom made jewelry ...
fantasy/sci-fi art work. Several pieces of antique glassware ... Even her
personal computer will be sold.” Andre Norton will be living at 1007 Herron
St from mid-May.
David Pringle, weary of business hassles after 22 years of editing and
publishing Interzone, is stepping down and transferring control of the
magazine to Andy Cox of The Third Alternative. His swan-song editorial
should appear in the delayed issue #193 for January/February 2004, now
expected in May with a Spring 2004 dateline. Existing subscriptions will be
honoured by TTA Press. The Interzone era has been a remarkable one for
British SF, and – we all hope – is far from over.
Robert Silverberg announced his latest “retirement” from sf, to the Seattle
Post-Intelligencer: “I’ve struggled back and forth between my desire to make
science fiction into a visionary literature of great emotional and literary
intensity, and the publisher’s desire to make a lot of money. Every decade or
so I’ve walked out in anger saying I can’t cope with this dichotomy
anymore.” And therefore: “I’m just removing myself from that whole
commercial battlefield,” he says. “I’ve moved toward relatively small
publishing houses. And I’ll write what I please ... without commercial
prodding.” (16 April)

Concentus
8-9 May • Odyssey 2004, “Official Arthur C. Clarke Convention”, TacchiMorris Arts Centre, School Rd, Taunton. £38.00 reg (+£3.50 for concert,
Sat). Bookings through T-M Arts Centre, 01823 414141.
9 May • Fantasy Fair, The Cresset Exhibition Centre, Bretton, Peterborough.
10:30am-4pm. Contact: 01477 534626.
12 May • Clarke Award Presentation, in a new venue: English Heritage
Lecture Theatre, New Burlington Place, London. By invitation.
22-23 May • Fantastic Films Weekend, National Museum of Photography,
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Film & TV, Bradford. Contact 0870 70 10 200.
26 May • BSFA Open Meeting, White Hart pub, 119-121 Bishopsgate,
London. 6pm on, fans present from 5pm. With Ken MacLeod.
29-30 May • ConVivial (Victorian sf), Central Hotel, Glasgow. £30 reg.
Contact Lowhill House West, Eaglesham, Glasgow, G76 0NU.
4 Jun • British Fantasy Society open night, Princess Louise pub, Holborn,
London. 6.30pm onwards. All welcome. Next: 3 Sep, 10 Dec.
4-6 Jun • SFX: The Event (media), Hilton Metropole Hotel, Edgware Rd,
London. £75 (child £45) plus SAE to London Expo (SFX1), PO Box 38727,
London, E10 7YH. Bookings 020 8523 1074.
16-17 Oct • Octocon 2004 with changed venue: Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth,
Co.Kildare, Ireland. Now £30/Euro40 reg. Contact Basement Flat, 26
Longford Terrace, Monkstown, Co. Dublin, Ireland. Sterling cheques to
“Dave Lally #2 A/C”, 64 Richborne Tce, London, SW8 1AX.
5-7 Nov • Novacon 34, Quality Hotel, Walsall. Now £36 reg to 26 Oct; £40
at door. Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
13-14 Nov • P-Con 2, Ashling Hotel, Parkgate St, Dublin 8. No post-Easter
rates rise after all: still £15/Euro20 reg. £7/Euro10 supp. Contact: Yellow
Brick Rd, 8 Bachelors Walk, Dublin 1, Ireland.
14-17 Apr 06 • Concussion (Eastercon), Glasgow Moat House Hotel (near
the SECC – not being used). GoH M. John Harrison. £30 reg, £15 supp until
7 Nov. Contact 103 Rustat Rd, Cambridge, CB1 3QG.

Infinitely Improbable
Hugo Nominations are out again. NOVEL (462 ballots cast) Lois McMaster
Bujold, Paladin of Souls; Robert Sawyer, Humans; Dan Simmons, Ilium;
Charles Stross, Singularity Sky; Robert Charles Wilson, Blind Lake.
• NOVELLA (215) Catherine Asaro, “Walk in Silence” (Analog 4/03); Kage
Baker, “Empress of Mars” (Asimov’s 7/03); Walter Jon Williams, “The Green
Leopard Plague” (Asimov’s 10/03); Connie Willis, “Just Like the Ones We
Used to Know” (Asimov’s 12/03); Vernor Vinge, “The Cookie Monster”
(Analog 10/03).
404

• NOVELETTE (243) Jeffrey Ford, “Empire of Ice Cream” (Sci Fiction 2/03);
James Patrick Kelly, “Bernardo’s House” (Asimov’s 6/03); Jay Lake, “Into
the Gardens of Sweet Night” (Writers of the Future XIX); Robert Reed,
“Hexagons” (Asimov’s 7/03); Charles Stross, “Nightfall” (Asimov’s 4/03);
Michael Swanwick, “Legions in Time” (Asimov’s 4/03).
• SHORT (310) Michael A. Burstein, “Paying It Forward” (Analog 9/03); Neil
Gaiman, “A Study in Emerald” (Shadows over Baker Street); Joe Haldeman,
“Four Short Novels” (F&SF 11/03); David D. Levine, “The Tale of the
Golden Eagle” (F&SF 6/03); Mike Resnick, “Robots Don’t Cry” (Asimov’s
7/03).
• RELATED BOOK (243) John Clute, Scores; Cathy & Arnie Fenner, Spectrum
10; John Grant, Elizabeth L. Humphrey & Pamela D. Scoville, The Chesley
Awards for SF & Fantasy Art; Brian Herbert, Dreamer of Dune; Jeff
Vandermeer & Mark Roberts, The Thackery T. Lambshead Guide ...; William
J. Widder, Master Storyteller ... L. Ron Hubbard.
• DRAMATIC – LONG (363) 28 Days Later, Finding Nemo, The Return of the
King, Pirates of the Caribbean, X2: X-Men United.
• DRAMATIC – SHORT (212) Buffy the Vampire Slayer, “Chosen”; “Gollum’s
Acceptance Speech”; Firefly, “Heart of Gold”; Firefly, “Message”;
Smallville, “Rosetta”.
• PRO EDITOR (319) Ellen Datlow, Gardner Dozois, David Hartwell, Stanley
Schmidt, Gordon Van Gelder.
• PRO ARTIST (241) Jim Burns, Bob Eggleton, Frank Frazetta, Frank Kelly
Freas, Donato Giancola.
• SEMI-PROZINE (199) Ansible, Interzone, Locus, The New York Review of SF,
The Third Alternative.
• FANZINE (211) Challenger, Emerald City, File 770, Mimosa, Plokta.
• FAN WRITER (260) Jeff Berkwits, Bob Devney, John L. Flynn, Dave
Langford, Cheryl Morgan.
• FAN ARTIST (190) Brad Foster, Teddy Harvia, Sue Mason, Steve Stiles,
Frank Wu.
• JOHN W. CAMPBELL AWARD (192 ballots; not a Hugo) Jay Lake, David D.
Levine, Karin Lowachee, Chris Moriarty, Tim Pratt.
SF Predictions. Slavishly imitating the title gadget of Jonathan Lethem’s
Gun, With Occasional Music, there’s now an MP3 player (“AK-MP3”)
designed to fit the ammo clip slot of a Kalashnikov. [TW] I’m now taking
bets on how many of these will be bought by the Plokta cabal.
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Nebula Awards. NOVEL Elizabeth Moon, The Speed of Dark. NOVELLA Neil
Gaiman, Coraline. NOVELETTE Jeffrey Ford, “The Empire of Ice Cream” (SCI
FICTION 2/03). SHORT Karen Joy Fowler, “What I Didn’t See” (SCI FICTION
7/02). SCRIPT The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers.
R.I.P. Johannes Henrik Berg (1956-2004), popular and highly active
Norwegian fan, died on 29 April from cancer diagnosed last November; he
was 48. Johannes was famous for hosting lavish Norwegian room parties at
overseas cons. [BTS]
• Ward Botsford, Grammy-winning record producer and classical music
expert, died on 1 April aged 76. According to his paid NY Times obituary, sf
friends who dedicated works to him included Asimov, Clarke, Heinlein and
Herbert. [AIP]
• Roger Dee (Roger D. Aycock, 1914-2004), US sf author who wrote chiefly
for magazines from 1949 to 1971, died on 5 April aged 89. [L]
• Peter Diamond (1929-2004), UK actor, stuntman and stunt arranger who
choreographed lightsabre duels (and had bit parts in) the original Star Wars
trilogy, died on 27 March. Other film credits include Raiders of the Lost Ark,
The Princess Bride, Who Framed Roger Rabbit? and Highlander. [IJ]
• Johan Springborg (1946-2004), Danish doctor of chemistry who published
two 1990s sf novels, died on 13 March aged 58. [L]
Publishers and Sinners. Prometheus Books, best known in fan circles for
sceptical nonfiction, is launching a new sf line in Spring 2005, with Lou
Anders of Argosy as editorial director. The imprint name is Pyr (not, alas,
PyrE). • Jonathan Weir, who in late 2002 moved from Amazon.co.uk to run
Voyager sf publicity at HarperCollins UK, was made redundant by the latest
HC “restructure” on 15 April.
What the Papers Say. The Herald’s story about the fabulous Charlie
Stross’s Hugo nomination (“A little known Scots writer hopes to follow in
the footsteps of JK Rowling ...”) mentions an illustrious past winner: “Issac
Asimov, the legendary Russian author.” (19 April) [CS] • The Sun paid
homage to Interzone with its 15 April headline “Universe ‘Is giant pringle’”.
(“The universe is curved – like a giant ...”) [JE]
Random Fandom. LiYi Brunner seeks a rich collector who might wish to
acquire the elderly typewriters and word processor pounded by the late John
Brunner’s Hugo-winning fingers: enquiries c/o Ansible.
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• Bruce Gillespie & Elaine Cochrane are being driven at last from their
Melbourne home, by an unfixable, Usheresque crack in the wall: “The board
for the forthcoming auction (15 May) went up today – its heading is ‘Let’s
Be Brutal! Tear down and rebuild ...’ An honest estate agent!” (23 April)
• Terry Jeeves published his 164th Erg in January: “I am now thinking of
giving up on putting out the old mag after 45 years. I am 81 and have sundry
complaints including arthritis and prostate cancer so pubbing isn’t easy.”
• Tim Kirk plans a 250+km sponsored bike ride from York to Hinckley for
Paragon2 next March, raising money for the York hospice where KIM
Campbell and Tim’s mother spent their last days. Pledges and further info:
ride[at]wobbegong.demon.co.uk.
• Andrew Wells joins our list of interestingly diseased fans: “Eighteen months
ago, I was diagnosed with Peutz-Jeghers Syndrome. Bizarrely, its two main
symptoms are polyps in the intestines and freckles on the lips. The ongoing
tests include, every two years, swallowing a capsule containing a camera. It
transmits images to a receiver worn on my belt, which then records them on
tape. (Cool or what?)”
Yet More Awards. Philip K. Dick Award for best US original paperback:
Richard K. Morgan, Altered Carbon.
• Pilgrim Award for sf criticism: Edward James.
• International Horror Guild Awards. NOVEL Peter Straub, lost boy lost girl.
FIRST NOVEL Matthew B.J. Delaney, Jinn. COLLECTION (tie) Glen Hirshberg,
The Two Sams; Michael Marshall Smith, More Tomorrow. ANTHOLOGY Ellen
Datlow, ed, The Dark. FICTION: LONG Lucius Shepard, Louisiana Breakdown.
MID-LENGTH Glen Hirshberg, “Dancing Men” (The Dark). SHORT Brian
Hodge, “With Acknowledgments to Sun Tzu” (The Third Alternative).
PERIODICAL All Hallows. ILLUSTRATED NARRATIVE The Goon 1-4. NONFICTION
Erik Larson, The Devil in the White City. ART Caniglia. FILM Spider.
TELEVISION Carnivale.
Fanfundery. Bring Bruce Bayside is a one-off fund to transport the great
Bruce Gillespie from Melbourne to San Francisco, for Corflu and Potlatch, in
Feb/Mar 2005. Dollars to Joyce M. Katz at PMB 152, 330 S Decatur Blvd,
Las Vegas, NV 89107, USA. PayPal option to follow. • GUFF nominations
are open for the race from Australasia to next year’s Glasgow Worldcon.
Candidates need $25A/NZ bond, a 100-word platform and 5 willing
nominators (3 A/NZ, 2 Euro). Apply to Down Under administrators Eric
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Lindsay & Jean Weber: guff[at]jeanweber.com.
Small Press. Four Walls Eight Windows is to be acquired by Avalon
Publishing on 31 May and merged into their Thunder’s Mouth Press imprint,
with 4W8W publisher John Oakes becoming an Avalon vice-president and
publisher of both this imprint and Nation Books. [GVG]
Outraged Letters. Ramsey Campbell grumbles: “Reviewers should be
warned that if they give a less than favourable account of anything published
by the British small press Haunted River, the proprietor Christopher Barker is
likely to post their work on the Internet. He apparently believes in copyright
only when it suits him.”
• Harry Harrison declares a Thogglewhack: two finds on one page, although
“I gave up on page 4....” Thus, from page 3: “They walked up the drive,
Buchanan’s long legs striding ahead of them.” “Saafeld turned and glared
from under bushy eyes at the men.” (Colin Forbes, The Vorpal Blade, 2001)
• Jane Yolen: “I think I managed to break some kind of world record the
other day. Had 12 book rejections on Thursday, a 13th on Friday, and a short
story bounced on Saturday. (Though 8 of the books were 2 editors turning
down the same 4-book projected limited series.)
• The next week though some sort of karmic balance was restored when I
won two awards for two different books, the 2003 Aesop prize given by the
American Folklore Society, and some sort of humane society honor for
another book.” (2 April)
Still More Awards. Retro Hugo novel list for 1953: Isaac Asimov, The
Caves of Steel; Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451; Arthur C. Clarke,
Childhood’s End; Hal Clement, Mission of Gravity; Theodore Sturgeon,
More than Human. (9 more categories; space forbids. UK Fan Chauvinism
Dept: Hyphen and Slant are shortlisted for fanzine, James White and Walt
Willis for fan writer.)
• Bram Stoker Awards for horror also have too many categories. Novel
finalists: Stephen King, The Dark Tower V; James A. Moore, Serenity Falls;
Stewart O’Nan, The Night Country; Tom Piccirilli, A Choir of Ill Children;
Peter Straub, lost boy lost girl.
• Orange Prize. Margaret Atwood’s oft-mentioned Oryx and Crake made it
on to the shortlist of this UK award for fiction about talking squids in outer
space ... I’m sorry, I’ll read that again ... for writing by women.
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C.o.A. Naomi Saunders (until 30 September), 2 Market Place, Woburn,
MK17 9PZ. Alice Turner & Dave Field, 30 Charlewood Rd, Whitmore Park,
Coventry, CV6 4ER.
A201 Updates. Peter Ustinov died at age 82, not 88 (my typo). • The Italia
Awards release failed to credit translators; the award-winning translation of
Iain M. Banks’s Inversions was by Anna Feruglio Dal Dan.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Settlement. “The unsettling potential of the
situation settled hard in Susan’s stomach.” (Dan Brown, Digital Fortress,
1998) [BM]
• True Romance Dept. “Still, it wasn’t her mind that Martinez was admiring
at the moment. Simply gazing at her was like being hit in the groin with a
velvet hammer.” (Walter Jon Williams, The Sundering, 2003) [ST]
• Swinging Sixties Dept. “Blake had a tantalizing glimpse of two impudent
little breasts which made up in quality what they lacked in quantity.” [Later:]
“Blake noticed that when she was angry her bust measurement was fully
adequate.” (J.T. McIntosh, “Planet on Probation”, Science Fantasy 42, 1960)
[JB]

Endnotes
Convention E-mail List. Most sf conventions have their own websites these
days, accessible (when I know about them) through Ansible’s British and
international con links as below, and including e-mail contact routes. Would
anybody miss the above spam-attracting list [deleted from ebook version] if it
were to fade away? Feedback welcomed.
http://news.ansible.co.uk/
http://news.ansible.co.uk/conlisti.html
Apparitions. • 14 May: Birmingham SF Group, Britannia Hotel (2nd floor),
New Street. 7:30pm. With Ian Watson. £4; members £3. Details:
bhamsfgroup@yahoo.co.uk.
• 17-23 May: Bath Central Library Fantasy Week. Fri 21, 2pm:
Katherine Roberts reading. Sat 22, 10:30 onward: Juliet McKenna, writing
workshop. Sun 23: Mike Chinn & Ron Tiner, graphic novel/art workshop.
Workshops £10. Details: aunico@hotmail.com.
• 11 Jun: Birmingham SF Group, as above but 7:45pm. With Tom Holt.
409

As Others See Us. Kyle McAbee points out this Oxford English Dictionary
newsletter article on their sf vocabulary project, “the first I have read in years
that did not make the customary sneers at science fiction and its fans”:
Small Press. Moondust Books is a new UK venture by Meredith MacArdle,
specializing in reprints and launching this month with Diana Wynne Jones’s
first novel, Changeover (1970).
Speaking Of Hugos. A namecheck is always nice, but I was a tiny bit
disconcerted that the 2005 Glasgow Worldcon announcement of an additional
Hugo category for Best Web Site (as in 2002) glossed the awards in general
with: “Past winners include Isaac Asimov, Robert Heinlein, Ursula Le Guin,
William Gibson, the film 2001: A Space Odyssey and the ubiquitous Dave
Langford.” Ubiquitous, moi?
Yet Another Bloody Online Fan Forum: www.trufen.net.
Special Extra Thanks to: Robert Baker-Self, Ralf Burgert, Kathryn Frech,
John Freeman, Jed Hartman, Martin McGrath, Chris Malme, Janne Torklep.
Ansible 202 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2004. Thanks to John Boston,
Claire Brialey, John Eggeling, Gordon Van Gelder, Ian Johnson, Tim Kirk,
Locus Online, Brendan McHugh, Andrew I. Porter, Charlie Stross, Bjoern
Tore Sund, Steve Taylor, Tanaqui Weaver, and Hero Distributors: Rog
Peyton (Brum Group), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan Stewart
(Australia). 1 May 04.
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Ansible 202 Supplement 1
Concourse Guest of Honour Speech
Chris Priest
[I tried out this speech before leaving home, and found it took
about three and a half hours to read the whole thing. I therefore
decided to cut a lot of it out. You’ll be relieved to know, then, that it
now takes only about three hours.]
In April 1964 the Beatles were filming A Hard Day’s Night, Ronnie Biggs
was being sent to prison for the Great Train Robbery, BBC-2 was launched,
Brian Aldiss published The Dark Light Years, Robert Heinlein published
Farnham’s Freehold, and Ted Carnell brought out the first edition of New
Writings in SF. In faraway South Wales, Dave Langford was preparing to
take his 11+.
As my contribution to all this excitement, I made 1964 the year of my first
science fiction convention.
It was held in Peterborough, in fact for the second year running. The previous
year’s con had been called Petercon. The one I went to later became known
as Repetercon.
I’d first heard about Easter conventions from Brian Aldiss, after I wrote him a
fan letter. This was in the summer of 1962. Brian’s reply was welcoming. He
urged me to attend the convention the next Easter, and told me to be sure to
introduce myself to him.
Perhaps people here will understand the conflict of feelings that a wellintended letter like that might induce in this nervous teenager. In the early
1960s Brian Aldiss was one of the rising stars in science fiction, not just in
Britain but also in the USA. I’d read several of his novels and most of his
short stories. He was already a favourite writer. So when I read his letter I
was instantly convulsed with opposing feelings. Part of me burst with pride
and excitement at the thought of being invited to say hello to this giant
among men. The other part of me, equally strong, was drowned in shyness.
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In fact, the shyness was not just equally strong – it was much stronger. It
easily won. I couldn’t overcome it, and I stayed away from that convention.
But I’m getting ahead of myself. Following another suggestion in Brian
Aldiss’s letter, I joined the BSFA. Over the next few months I found myself
becoming increasingly involved in its activities. I liked the way they took
science fiction seriously.
I had by this time experienced many times the problem that I’m sure is
familiar to every person listening to this. The way the outside world views sf.
Their maddening combination of ignorance, closed mind and mockery. I’ve
never really worked out why sf attracts this. People are ignorant of lots of
things, but they don’t make feeble jokes, pour scorn, pretend it’s not their
kind of thing when they hear about, for example, cold fusion or tectonic plate
theory.
It was just the same forty years ago as it is now. Perhaps it was worse,
because in the early 1960s we didn’t have science fiction movies, or
television series, or even computer games. These are all media through which
many non-sf-reading people now learn about and start to appreciate some of
the major themes of science fiction literature. Back then, the literature was
most of what we had, and few people took the trouble to read it.
But the BSFA did take sf seriously.
[swig]
One of the first names I noticed was a contributor to Vector called Philip
Harbottle. He was publishing a three-part series of articles about the career of
a science fiction writer I’d never heard of, a resident of Blackpool called John
Russell Fearn. I read Harbottle’s articles with genuine interest, learning all
the way. My knowledge of science fiction was restricted to the paperbacks I
bought in ordinary bookshops. Not only was Fearn a new name, but until then
I had no idea of the existence of the pre-war American pulp magazines where
modern science fiction had been born.
Phil Harbottle said one thing that caught my attention. He was extremely
critical of the way some writers from the pulp era had later tried to disown
their early stories.
In parenthesis, he said, “John Wyndham, are you listening?”
Now this remark had a striking effect on me, for two reasons.
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The first was that when I read The Day of the Triffids and other Wyndham
novels a couple of years earlier, I did so without realizing they were science
fiction. The editions I’d bought were fairly sober-looking Penguins, more or
less indistinguishable from other novels on the Penguin list. Only later, when
I started reading sf that was labelled as such, did I think back. I realized that
Wyndham had been writing science fiction too.
Now, however, I was learning that John Wyndham had a secret past! He had
written for the pulps! “John Wyndham” wasn’t even his real name! All this
came as quite a revelation.
But there was a second reason Phil’s remark made a great impact. It was so
casually phrased, almost impertinent.
Harbottle breezily swept aside what I thought of as the proprieties of
addressing a major author. “Are you listening, John Wyndham?” he said
cheekily, in a tone of mock ticking-off.
This was my first encounter with fan-writing about science fiction.
I was to learn from other material in Vector, and in one or two of the fanzines
that I sent off for, what fan-writing was like. I immediately liked the way no
one pulled any punches, that everyone seemed to have a friendly familiarity
with the writers they were discussing, but this did nothing to conceal a sharp
critical ability.
Unlike readers in other categories, sf fans get on to first-name terms with the
authors almost from the start. I see this from both sides of the fence.
I can tell you, both as a reader and as a writer, that an irreverent tone, coupled
with seriousness and love of books, is one of the great strengths of the sf
world.
In the world of mainstream fiction, as I have often found, writers are treated
with a kind of gobsmacked respect that sf fans would find incredible. In turn,
the fawning leads to ridiculous self-importance in some of those writers. The
sheer vanity and pomposity of middle-ability writers like Martin Amis is hard
to believe, until you see it going on, as I have done.
In the sf world we hold our best writers in high regard, but we also treat them
like ordinary people. Not all, but most sf writers respond to it. I hope this
never changes.
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Once again, I’m moving away from what I was intending to say. After I’d
read his articles in Vector I wrote a letter to Phil Harbottle, asking various
questions that had occurred to me, and Phil soon replied. A regular
correspondence quickly established itself.
In all sincerity, I owe Phil Harbottle a great deal. He has a wealth of
knowledge about science fiction, and a profound enthusiasm for it, that I
think is unique. He was also patient towards me, a newcomer and a beginner.
Although he must have found my enquiries familiar and perhaps even
tiresome, he treated me with courtesy and enthusiasm. I learned a great deal
from him.
But one of the extra things I eventually learned was that he and I had
different interests. To describe it simply, he was interested in old science
fiction and I preferred the new stuff. Once I read some of John Russell
Fearn’s stories, at Phil’s urging, my views began to harden. I felt then, as I
feel now, that science fiction writers should be moving forward, and that they
shouldn’t be constantly looking back. I think Phil and I eventually agreed to
disagree. In the end our long, and to me valuable, correspondence fizzled out.
Phil had cut my teeth for me on one of the most interesting and laudable
qualities of science fiction fandom. So many people interest themselves in sf,
think about it, care about it, and write about it.
As the months went by I became increasingly involved with the BSFA and
the people who were working within it. One of them was Archie Mercer, who
took over the editing of Vector soon after I joined. I nervously sent a few
amateurishly produced contributions to Archie, expecting a cruel rebuttal. To
my amazement he printed them all. They were under pseudonyms, so
profound was my shyness. I can no longer remember what these
contributions were like, and in fact I dread to think.
On the less serious side of things I also made postal contact with Gill Adams,
who lived in Southampton. Gill’s role in the BSFA was as the membership
secretary. She was running an enterprise called the Welcommittee, or as
everyone called it, the Welco.
The idea of the Welco was that all newly joined members of the BSFA would
receive a personal welcoming letter from another member. I remembered my
own nervousness when I had been new. And of course I remembered Brian
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Aldiss’s letter. I was glad to join the Welco and lend a hand. Once every two
or three weeks Gill would send me the name and address of such a new
member.
In fact, I was not on the Welco for long. I wrote only two letters before
events moved on.
The first letter I wrote was to a fan in Manchester called Tony Edwards.
Drawing on all my experience of the sf world, I wrote Tony a long and, as I
thought, interesting letter. It ran on for several pages. I never had a reply. In
fact, forty years later that bugger Edwards still owes me a letter.
However, before I could find out what a lousy correspondent Tony Edwards
was, Gill Adams had sent me the name of a second new member. I duly
wrote another letter, which in those distant days before word processors
meant that I had to write the thing all over again. I dropped it in the mail to
the name and address Gill had sent me.
I received an answer by return of post. It began with the following words:
Dear Chris Priest,
Your letter is by far the most intelligent communication I have ever
received from anyone in the science fiction world. Have you any
idea what a bunch of deadheads, losers and bloody idiots science
fiction fans are?
I stopped reading and skipped ahead to the end of the letter, to find out who
had sent it to me. I’d already forgotten his name. Ah yes, there it was.
Charles Platt.
I was still reading the letter when the phone rang. One of my parents
answered, and handed the telephone to me. The voice said, “Hello, this is
Charles Platt. Have you read my letter yet?”
The next morning a second long letter arrived from Charles Platt. The next
day a third letter arrived from Charles, and I still hadn’t had a chance to
answer his first one!
The day after that, at Charles’s insistence, we met for a cup of tea in London.
I went straight from work. Charles drove down from his parents’ home in
Letchworth.
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I was amazed by his energy. He had left school only two or three weeks
earlier, and was about to go up to Cambridge University. He had been
spending his holiday driving all over Britain, meeting as many sf fans and
writers as he could find. Names dripped from him. I recognized some of
them: they belonged to people who had contributed to the BSFA, or who
wrote for fanzines.
Charles quickly informed me that they were all deadheads and losers, but at
least he had met them. I obviously had a lot of catching up to do. Charles
entertained me with a dozen amusing stories about his encounters with these
people. One was a middle-aged unmarried man who never left his house but
spent every day reading science fiction and writing letters to fanzines.
Another had the largest sf collection in the world, as he claimed, and showed
Charles the long list of titles he had been typing out for years. (“It’s full of
mistakes!” Charles said, with an evil grin.) A third was a permanent inmate in
an asylum for the criminally insane.
Charles was also about to launch a new fanzine, called Point of View, and he
urged me to start writing reviews and articles for it. Hoping to encourage me,
Charles said that the asylum inmate was hard at work writing fiction for him.
I knew then that writing for Point of View was going to be a career move.
Charles had already started going to most of the fan meetings in London. I’d
heard of these, but had always been too shy to think of going to any of them.
I tried a few of them during the winter of 1963. Some were the monthly
meetings at The Globe, a pub in Chancery Lane, and others were the Friday
night meetings at the home of Ella Parker.
At Ella’s I met Michael Moorcock for the first time. To be exact, I saw Mike
for the first time. Although Mike was still only 23, and was known only for a
handful of Elric stories, he went around bathed in the glow of his own
celebrity.
Mike dressed like a college dandy. He went in for lacy shirts, a black cloak
and broad-rimmed hat, he carried a guitar, he had a ginger-coloured goatee
and he never went anywhere without a gaggle of half-a-dozen hangers-on. He
dominated any room he was in by sheer force of ego, overbearing manner
and weight of numbers.
I cowered nervously in the background, but Charles Platt was fascinated by
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Mike Moorcock. This was probably because it was being rumoured that Mike
was about to take over the editorship of New Worlds, Britain’s only science
fiction magazine. He used to taunt Mike about being “only” a fantasy writer,
and Mike would respond with good-natured and sometimes amusing abuse. It
got pretty noisy at times.
After the first meeting at Ella’s, Charles confided in me that he thought Mike
Moorcock was the biggest deadhead and loser of all. But he never stopped
talking about him. In spite of the taunts and the insults, it was clearly love at
first sight.
I can easily imagine how Ella Parker felt about her social evenings being hijacked by such behaviour. Not long after this her evenings became invitationonly. They didn’t include me.
Of course, Charles had already registered for the Eastercon, and of course he
naturally assumed I had too. Swept along by his dynamism, I couldn’t put off
the moment any longer.
[swig]
So it was that at the end of March 1964, on Good Friday, I boarded a train at
King’s Cross Station in London. I travelled up to Peterborough with a friend
of mine from Essex, the cartoonist Dicky Howett, also going to his first
convention. We met Gill Adams at the station, and the current TAFF winner,
Wally Weber, from the USA. There were several other fans with us in a kind
of disorganized group.
Charles Platt was driving up in his own car, no doubt calling in at more
lunatic asylums on the way.
I still remember much of what went on at the con. A first convention is
always a memorable experience, no matter whether you find it a good or a
bad one. In this way Peterborough in 1964 became uniquely memorable.
Two incidents stand out. Each one was a sort of symbolic happening, a clue
to what conventions might be all about. Nothing I’ve learned since has made
me change my mind.
The first occurred while the group of us from the London train were still
signing in at the hotel reception.
There was a flight of carpeted stairs that led down to the foyer from an upper
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floor. Just as I was about to go up the stairs in search of my room, there was a
distant shout of surprise and fear. Suddenly, someone came rolling down the
stairs at high speed, arms and legs flying in all directions. He reached the
bottom with a huge thud. A cloud of dust rose around his body. Everyone in
the foyer stared in horror, assuming we had seen the death of a science fiction
fan. But then, as if in a miracle, he rose to his feet, brushed himself down,
said in a gentle slurring voice, “Oh, fuck!”, and walked unsteadily but with
some dignity into the bar.
The second symbolic event occurred during the speech by the Guest of
Honour, E.C. Tubb.
Now Ted Tubb was a writer whose work I hardly knew, but Phil Harbottle
always spoke highly of him. I liked him when he spoke briefly to me, and
later I went to listen to his speech. Ted started by looking around trenchantly
at his audience, then without warning launched into a devastating and
extremely entertaining attack on just about everybody involved with the
writing and publishing of science fiction. Publishers, agents, other writers,
editors, bookshops, libraries, readers ... they were all guilty of whatever it
was, and Ted let us know. This went on for about fifteen minutes. Suddenly,
halfway through a sentence, he stopped. There was a long, embarrassing
pause.
“Hell, I’ve lost the thread,” he said. “Well, that’s it. Nothing more to say.” He
got up and walked away.
This has always seemed to me the ideal speech, by which all others should be
judged. Whenever I’m called upon to deliver one, I’m always been tempted
to use Ted Tubb as a model.
The rules are simple. Start trenchantly. Attack everyone in sight, including
your audience. Stop suddenly, so you leave them wanting more.
If I end this suddenly in a few minutes’ time, at least now you’ll know why.
The other notable feature of the con for me was to meet some of the writers.
Ken Bulmer and James White were there to support Ted Tubb, and of course
Mike Moorcock and his hangers-on made their presence felt. There were two
special guests from the USA: Edmond Hamilton and Leigh Brackett. The
great man himself, H. G. Wells, dropped in unexpectedly for an afternoon.
He told me his friends called him “Bertie”, and that his middle name was
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George. I have never forgotten this important information. Writers in waiting,
those of us starting out, or those of us yet to do our best work, included Bob
Shaw, Terry Pratchett, Charles Platt and myself.
By the way, I made that up about H. G. Wells.
Ted Tubb’s speech is in fact a good place for us to get up and walk away
from that prehistoric convention. Pete Weston has been writing a book about
his early days in fandom, which directly overlap with mine. If you want more
details about what was going on in Peterborough that weekend, badger Pete
for a copy. I believe copies should be available by Novacon this year.
[swig]
So far, everything I’ve said about my early days in fandom has been only
half-true. All through that convention I was nursing a secret that was
smouldering inside me. I said nothing about it while I was there, and so far
I’ve said nothing about it today. It’s a secret that can be simply revealed.
I wanted to be a writer.
In fact, to say I wanted to be a writer understates it by a considerable degree.
I was not smouldering, I was burning to be a writer. I thought about it,
dreamed about it, planned it, through every waking moment. If I have ever
had an obsession during my life, this was it.
It began during that early exchange of letters with Philip Harbottle. I
remember that one of the things we discussed was the way a story was told. I
was interested in the way modern writers worked. Phil talked about the old
days, when everything had been different. But maybe not that different, when
you found out. I was still in learning mode, eagerly soaking up the
information Harbottle was so freely passing on. I wasn’t a would-be writer in
disguise. My interest was purely as a reader. But even so certain subjects
actively concerned me. How a plot was constructed. How characters might be
created. How a story was told. These were techniques that intrigued me. I
think I even started suggesting plot ideas to Harbottle, and maybe we
discussed them. I can’t remember any of them now.
I wrote a handful of short stories through the winter of 1963, trying out some
of the ideas. None of the stories was much good, and none of them has ever
been published. But each one, I firmly believed, was slightly better than the
one before it.
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When I first met Charles Platt we found we had many different things to talk
about. It wasn’t just his dynamic social life that impressed me. One of the
serious subjects turned out to be our obsessive wish to become writers.
Charles and I were on the same wavelength about writing. We shared an
ambition. We wanted to do something in our lives that was different from
what we were already doing. It was a complex subject. The endless wish to
write. The deep belief that we could do it. But against this, the ambition was
severely modified by self-doubt.
We had doubts about being good enough, or doubts about being original
enough. And there were the hundred different practical problems. How to
make enough money to live. What the market was like.
We had found it hard to say these things to the people around us in our
ordinary lives. In this we were both secretive, and neither of us had ever
shown our stories to anyone else. Once we had cleared the ground, though,
we did show them to each other.
We found we were at about the same level of competence, which is to say,
not very competent. We weren’t at all alike in what interested us, the subjects
we wanted to write about, or even in the way we wrote. But I saw things in
his stuff that impressed me, and the same was apparently true of him. This is
perhaps a side of Charles Platt that many people who met him in those days
never saw. For a short, intensive period – short, intensive periods were all
you could have with Charles in those days – we were a huge influence on
each other, and a great encouragement too.
But one day he was off again on his travels, and as far as I remember I never
again had another conversation with him about writing. Or not one at such a
creative level. The necessary had been done, though, and my own course was
set. All I had to do was write something good enough to be published, and
then all would follow. Or so I thought.
This happened before I went to that con. Afterwards, I began writing in
earnest.
[swig]
I’ve always been happy to acknowledge my fannish background. You’ve
probably noticed. But I’m here as one of your writer guests of honour, so I
suppose I should put on my more serious guise and attempt to say something
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about writing or books.
This is the part of my speech that takes about three hours.
You certainly wouldn’t be interested in a full account of my next forty years.
Writers sit in a room writing, and that is what I have been doing since 1964.
Well, to be exact since 1968, which was when I left my last job.
My beginning to be a published writer came not long after that first con. It
happened to coincide with the period now known as the British New Wave. I
went through all that, survived it, carried on afterwards. I was a young writer
feeling my way. I usually say that I was in the New Wave but not really of it.
I never felt I shared the same agenda as the other New Wavers, except that
the agenda of the New Wave happened to coincide with what many young
writers are naturally trying to do.
As I said just now, I believe science fiction writers should not look to the past
for their inspiration, but should try to break new ground. In essence, that was
the propaganda of the New Wave. It was a literary movement, typical of the
1960s, in which writers were encouraged to do their own thing. But I never
fancied a job as one of Mike Moorcock’s hangers-on.
In 1974 my novel Inverted World appeared in Britain and the USA. It did
reasonably well here, but it died a quick and painless death in the USA. At
the time I wrote Inverted World I felt it had quite a lot going for it, but the
reviewers didn’t agree. It’s not false modesty to say that most of the reviews
were a bit lukewarm.
In the aftermath I felt disappointed and let down, but in those days I was able
to move from one novel to the next fairly painlessly. I consoled myself by
starting work on my next book, The Space Machine.
Then translations of Inverted World began appearing in some European
countries.
My two earlier books had also been translated, without making any waves.
But Inverted World clearly struck a resonant chord when it was freed from
the constraints of the English language. The book became something of a
minor hit in several European countries. In France it was a real hit. To my
amazement it received the sort of extensive newspaper and magazine reviews
you normally only dream about. The book was “taken up” by readers of
many different persuasions. It even briefly entered the mainstream best-seller
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charts.
The book has stayed in print in France ever since. It’s been on sale
continuously for nearly thirty years. It is taught in schools, it appears on most
people’s lists of favourite sf novels, and has generally kept me supplied with
invitations to France. It easily overshadows everything else I’ve written
since. Even today, people in France ask me if I’ve written any other novels
apart from Le Monde Inverti ...
Luck obviously comes into it. But so too does metrication. You may
remember the first line of the book: “I had reached the age of six hundred and
fifty miles.&rldquo; Now this is arithmetically correct, within the terms of
the plot, but a bit embarrassingly Imperial. All over Europe, however, the
translators whipped out their pocket calculators, and the first line became
what I suppose it should have been all along: “I had reached the age of one
thousand kilometres.” I think the convenience of that rounding-up was what
did the trick.
In 1977 I went on my first trip to Australia. I was away for a month,
attending cons and helping to run a writers’ workshop at Monash University
in Melbourne. I came home a changed man.
The spirit of the great Australian nation had entered my blood, and it has
never really left it since. In the immediate aftermath it induced a state of
creative paralysis I had never known before. It forced the first long gap in my
writing. Nothing after that Australian month seemed worth doing, except to
dream and remember. For ages I was making plans to emigrate there, but as
you can see they came to nothing. In the end I returned to relative normality
and slowly got back to work. The first novel I wrote after Australia was The
Affirmation, which I completed in 1980.
I think it’s possible to look at my work and see that it falls into two clear
periods. All the fiction I wrote before The Affirmation is one kind of thing.
All the fiction I wrote afterwards is another.
I don’t think there’s a moral in this, except that the real work a writer does is
a search. You try to find your voice, and you try to find the kind of book that
best suits that voice. I don’t know exactly how it happened. The change did
have something to do with kangaroos falling out of trees. Also with eating
too many pavlovas. But maybe it was the long inactive months that followed,
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which created the necessary break in which I could pursue that search.
My children, Simon and Elizabeth, were born in 1989. They’re twins,
although not of course identical. They’re here this weekend, so I won’t
embarrass them by going on about them now. But I had taken an interest in
the state of identical twins since about 1980.
The University of Minnesota operates a long-term research project into what
has happened to several sets of adult twins who had been separated at birth.
The researchers record the extraordinary similarities which exist between two
identical adults who have spent their lives apart. Such twins, ignorant of each
other’s existence, tend to mirror each other in astonishing ways. They marry
people with similar names, fall down and break their legs on the same day, go
on holidays to the same resorts, drink the same brands of liquor, develop
illnesses at the same time, give their children the same first names, and so on.
Everything seems pre-destined, and only through the lives of separated twins
can we discover that.
This interesting news, followed by the arrival of my own kids, has presented
me with a fund of material that has inspired me ever since. All my books
from about 1990 onwards have dealt with doubles, twins, separation,
mistaken identity, predestination, alternatives.
And not all twins are related to each other, as I have recently discovered to
my own cost.
About ten years ago a young American comics writer called James Owsley
changed his name to mine. At first I thought it was a joke, then I began to see
his name, my name, appearing on a number of comics. In one of the
magazines, he said in interview that he had changed his name to “Christopher
Priest” because it sounded co-o-ol.
Believing that the two worlds of comics and science fiction were sufficiently
close to create real confusion, I contacted his publishers, DC Comics, and
asked them what he thought he was up to. They told me: his new name was
co-o-ol, it didn’t matter if someone else was already “using” the name, who
cared anyway, and go and get lost.
Since it plainly did not matter, I wrote back and suggested that if Owsley
wanted to change his name to something really silly, why didn’t he choose
“Harlan Ellison”?
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While I was writing The Separation I discovered that something very similar
had happened to Winston Churchill. Early in his writing career, Churchill
learnt that there was an American novelist of the same name. In his case, the
problem was sorted out amicably over a dinner in New York, with the result
that Churchill, the famous one, agreed to modify his published name. This is
why all his subsequent books appeared under the name “Winston S.
Churchill”.
Twins and doubles seem to be everywhere. One of the things that our
masters, the politicians, get up to is to employ physical doubles. These
lookalikes have to stand in for them when they want to be somewhere else.
You may remember a novel by Robert Heinlein called Double Star, based on
that very idea.
Reading about World War 2 I discovered that both Hitler and Stalin used
doubles. Then I remembered that most of Churchill’s famous wartime
speeches were recorded by a voice double, the actor Norman Shelley. There
was another well-known case, in which an actor impersonated Field-Marshal
Montgomery in the weeks leading up to D-Day. All this goes on into the
present day: Saddam Hussein is known to have used about a dozen lookalikes
... probably the twelve worst jobs in the world.
There is a crank conspiracy theory (the sort I love) about Rudolf Hess,
Hitler’s deputy.
The theory goes that when Hess flew to Britain on a peace mission in 1941, it
wasn’t him at all but his double.
A second crank theory suggests that the double was himself replaced by
another Hess lookalike, this one working for the British government. At the
same time, the real Rudolf Hess came to Britain by a different route and
started secret negotiations.
In this way, Britain ended up with three Rudolf Hesses, while Germany had
none.
Meanwhile, on the other side of the lunatic conspiracy, I discovered
something that was almost interesting about the royal family. You probably
didn’t think it’s possible to find something interesting about them. You live
and learn.
Our late king, George VI, was one of three brothers. Although they weren’t
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identical, they did bear a remarkable physical resemblance to each other.
They also had names that to my mind seemed deliberately designed to
confuse people.
The first thing was that the king wasn’t called George at all. His real name
was Albert, and was known to his friends as “Bertie”. Bertie, or Albert, had
three middle names, one of which was George.
Albert George became King George when his older brother Edward VIII
abdicated. Edward, who looked just like his brother Albert, had seven
Christian names, and they included Edward, Albert and George.
Albert George and Edward Albert George had a younger brother who also
looked just like them. His name was George and he also had the Christian
name Edward.
I must confess that I half-expected to be told that one of these three wrote
science fiction under the pseudonym Bertie George Wells.
Anyway, this royal George Edward, the younger brother of the two kings,
died in a plane crash in 1942. He was in a flying-boat that hit a mountain in
the Highlands of Scotland.
That alone is a mystery, since flying-boats rarely flew over land, let alone
through mountains. To this day a fog of mystery and official secrecy
surrounds the crash. One of the possible reasons for the secrecy is an
interesting one. When the rescuers went through the wreckage they found an
extra body, someone who was not known to have been on board when the
plane first took off.
There is evidence to suggest that this extra passenger was Rudolf Hess. Very
embarrassing, if the German Deputy Fuhrer was on the same plane as a
member of the German-born British royal family.
Of course, it might have been Hess’s double. Or it might even have been
Hess’s double’s double.
And it might have been one of the other Georges ...
If you’re getting confused, welcome to my world.
I spent two productive years picking my way happily through this stuff, and
the result was The Separation. The book opens with Churchill’s discovery
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that one of his operational RAF bomber pilots appears to have a double life,
negotiating peace with the Nazis. The complications unravel from there.
[swig]
Well, I feel the Ted Tubb moment is upon me. If I had a thread when I began,
I think it has unravelled completely now.
A lot has happened since that con in 1964. Most of the inmates have been
released from the asylums. Many of the people who were in Peterborough are
now dead, some of our best-loved friends among them. Bob Shaw and James
White in particular, but also many fans from that era. We miss them all, but
we carry on.
Leigh Brackett, who in 1964 was already an award-winning screenwriter,
went on to write the screenplay of The Empire Strikes Back, shortly before
her death. Her husband, Edmond Hamilton, died in 1977. Terry Pratchett
remains alive and has done rather well. Charles Platt has a successful career
in the USA as a new-technology journalist. Ken Bulmer and Ted Tubb are
still around, but unfortunately no longer strong enough to attend cons. Mike
Moorcock, ditto, but he is still gamely writing Elric stories. I cling on, trying
to unravel complicated things.
And that bugger Tony Edwards still owes me a letter.
Thank you.

QUESTIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE.
1. Who was it who fell down the stairs?
CP: Not saying.
2. What time does the belly-dancing start?
CP: Thanks for your challenging questions. Good day.
[CP exits, looking Tubb-like.]
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Ansible 202 Supplement 2
Greg Pickersgill on Concourse:
SOME NOTES TOWARDS AN
INCOMPLETE VERSION OF EVENTS
For once it wasn’t the fans that made the place look like a refugee camp.
As we approached the Winter Gardens we were honestly appalled by its
surroundings. It’s like Baxter’s description of Hadrian’s Wall in Coalescent, I
said to Catherine, a relic of empire, still imposing and impressive, surrounded
by an accretion of horrible shacks and shanties built up by people who have
sunk into a fading and futile existence destined not for the stars but the gutter.
The Winter Gardens, a fabulous Victorian People’s Palace, stood there like a
great old ship mired in a cesspool of crummy little late 20th century shopping
centre “development”, a collection of buildings that grew increasingly ugly
and misshaped the more one compared them to the glowing joy of the Winter
Gardens itself.
And this ramshackle assortment of relative sheds was inhabited by herds of
creatures that one would hesitate to call Morlocks – even without knowledge
of Baxter’s Nebogipfel. These people were, frankly, rough. Ill-dressed,
sullen-faced, slumped tiredly in corners clutching cans of lager or shuffling
aimlessly from noplace to nowhere, this was the underclass on holiday. They
may have been there to have fun – manifested frequently by shouting
matches and bottle-throwing fights in the early hours – but the only
expressions we saw were resentment, outright anger, or blank exhaustion. It
was not inspiring. And it made the fans, usually apparent by their ill-chosen,
unkempt clothing, poor posture, and detached expressions, look like, well,
ordinary people by comparison.
But inside the Winter Gardens was wonderful – ok, the building had a lot to
do with it, a quirky wonder or genuine architectural marvel everywhere you
turned, a true pleasure palace mothership that I soon realised I would love to
live in and never want to leave, my perfect space-station life – but it was
great to see people, real people, real fans again, and get a friendly greeting.
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Into registration, and close behind us Peter and Eileen Weston, then Claire
Brialey bounces cheerily up, lots of chitter and some chatter, more characters
come on-scene, we gather up free stuff including for once things we want (a
free new Paul McAuley hardback, wow, that’s a change from a crummy
Forbidden Planet catalogue, oh, there’s one of those as well is there ...) and
before we know it things are going well and we’re in the bookroom and
starting to settle into our convention role as Cold Tonnage ratings third class,
employees of employees, working for the Bananas who work for Andy
Richards, and all of us, I believe, enjoying it a great deal.
Except sometimes Catherine, who worries about not being able to discuss
books she’s never heard of by writers who are totally unknown to her with
the customers. Oh, get over it, I advise her, just tell them “It’s not really my
part of the field” and they think you know what you’re talking about. SF is
too big to know everything any more. You ought to read more reviews, I say,
you can bluff your way so much more convincingly! The Cold Tonnage stand
is cleverly situated near the entrance to the bookroom – itself a wonderful
horseshoe shaped room with huge amounts of natural light that is itself a
pleasure to be in, so everyone who enters passes us, and some stop.
Like John Jarrold, who I sort of expect to give his usual brief but intense
greeting and then vanish for the duration of the convention, but this time he
suggests a drink. The Bananas are happy two-handed at the table, so
Catherine and I go to a bar (a fabulous place like the inside of a galleon) with
John where we discuss his new career path as a book doctor – a sort of 21st
century HP Lovecraft, I find myself thinking – and the elements of good pop
music, and Airfix kits. I am surprised, strangely, to discover that John is an
Airfix collector. Why am I surprised, he’s such a 1950s guy, it should have
been obvious. Anyway, for a while its just like being back in the Golden Age
of fandom like it used to be and its kind of Big Fun, but three or four pints
later he has to be somewhere and of course we never see him again at all
hardly.
Unless you count a strange manifestation in the large bar later that night
when Peter Weston and are boggled to see JJ apparently at the epicentre of
some one hundred fans, sitting around him as if he is imparting, calmly and
almost reverently, the secret of the universe. Peter is amazed. I wonder
whether I should mention the Fannish Theory of Sheep, by which fans
automatically collect around the most charismatic Maximum Leader
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available, but decide not to as Peter Weston his own self is the author of that
theory and possibly considers himself its primary exponent. I suppress
thoughts of how are the mighty fallen, being only too well aware that the
trick no longer works for me either, something confirmed many times before
the conventions ends.
Chris Priest shows up, walks up, offers a hand and says hello, bright and
friendly. I’m instantly charmed, of course, but then I like Chris anyway,
despite the fact that we hardly actually meet at conventions, and haven’t
really been in the same conversations since, oh, some time in the 1980s, good
grief. But he is someone I like and respect; he’s a favourite writer, both for
his fannish and serious work, and someone whose commentary on sf in print
or at conventions has been valuable to me, sometimes giving me genuine
mind-changing moments. And his website is excellent too. But, apart from a
brief moment later when we cross paths in the bar and he introduces me to
Philip Pullman – who is affable and apparently friendly in the instant of our
meeting (and to whom I can think of nothing whatever to say having read not
one word of his work) – we do not meet again until he leaves, again with a
cheerful handshake and goodbye and a vague agreement with my observation
that we don’t talk any more.
Priest’s Guest of Honour piece is odd; actually it was well-constructed, with a
couple of really nice embedded running gags about H.G. Wells and Charles
Platt (and what strange bedfellows they be) and switching purposes midway
from a history of his fannish involvement to a more serious discussion of The
Separation, neatly reflecting the background hum of dual or divided
personalities evident in many of his books. But overall it was unexpectedly
bland, lacking the Big Ideas about sf, writing, the Priest View of the World,
that I had been expecting and hoping for. It was however well received by an
attentive audience that got all the gags – even to my great surprise those
about Charles Platt, whose every mention seemed to evoke gales of laughter.
A mystery, really, do so many people know exactly why Charles Platt is
funny, and an even bigger one, why do not so many people know why
Charles Platt is a Bad Thing, and how he did so much harm to the British sf
community, both fan and pro. A mystery indeed, but the very mention of his
name brings laughter rather than admiration, so perhaps the world still spins
upright on its axis.
Surprisingly there were no questions at all at the end of Chris’s piece – save
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one inexplicable query from some woman who asked whether the bellydancing would be on next. A secret joke? Not shared by those of us who
exchanged “Did she really say that?” looks of astonishment. I’d have liked to
ask two questions – one rather bland, about why if Chris clearly has affection
for the sf community he is so persistent about having his professional work
set aside from it, and another about his reactions to David Brin’s contentious
NYRSF piece about The Separation. I wish I had now, but not only did the
questions seem slightly out of sync with the preceding address but the first
seemed too hackneyed (though the answer may not have been to me) and the
second something I couldn’t follow up on properly at the time, having only
read the Brin piece once and rapidly, but enough to know that his assertions
on lost-Empire wish-fulfilment were at least arguable, and that he also failed
to include properly the main theme of the novel. But Chris was articulate,
funny, and engaging, delivering a good Guest of Honour piece to audience
and I was glad to give him applause.
I later met Philip Pullman again. I’d been given a box of bookplates to sign
for the Worldcon souvenir book. This seemed an easy task until Colin Harris
made it clear they wanted a proper signature, not my usual flamboyant big
“G”. This was a bit worrying as I usually sign my name properly only on
credit card slips, cheques and legal documents, and normally don’t worry too
much about legibility in any case. And looking at Chris Priest’s practised
imprimatur, virtually identical on every one of 200 sheets, I realised I’d better
at least try and be a grown-up for a minute.
By the time I’d done about 30 I was flagging and panicking – it wasn’t so
much the pain in a hand totally unused to handwriting as the fact that I kept
stopping halfway through totally unable to remember how to spell my
surname. And when I relaxed and let it flow it turned into an abstract
squiggle. It was genuinely hellish and somewhat embarrassing, seeing my
vague scrawl appear on every sheet right next to Chris’ firm and clear
signature.
I was sitting at the end of the Cold Tonnage table, and while I was struggling
Mark Plummer installed Philip Pullman next to me to sign a couple of dozen
hardbacks for Andy (no doubt to be squirrelled away in one of his
underground fastnesses awaiting an upturn in the market). Horrified that after
what seemed like hours of agony I had got through barely half the sheets I
turned to Pullman, signing away with calm aplomb, and said “It’s so nice to
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see a professional at work”. He turned and looked at me, and it was not in
sympathy. Oh, I thought, it’s one of those embarrassing moments, isn’t it, and
shut up.
Later I discovered that he was not best pleased with the way he had been
treated by the convention committee, and perhaps was not in the mood for
jocularity from the proles. A shame, he seemed like a nice man.
There were two things I’d been having anxiety fits about before the
convention – one was the poor level of anticipation, the committee just didn’t
seem able to provoke any sense of Something Happening, anything that made
one feel there was an Event about to take place that One Should Not Miss.
This taking it for granted approach just doesn’t work any more, if it ever did.
And its especially dangerous in a distributed-convention situation like this
one was, in which you have a hell of a lot of convincing to do just to get
people to join, never mind actually show up.
Distributed conventions – where there is no individual site containing both
the events and the majority of accommodations, fare badly in the UK.
Historically they have been bad conventions with worse reporting. It doesn’t
take much, in this day and age of a convention every couple of months, to
make people decide to give one a miss. And that shows in the memberships
list – a lot of habitual convention goers did not register, and even a lot of
those who did stayed away on the day. Then I’d seen a draft programme on
the web and was not impressed – there just didn’t seem enough items that
sounded right – the kind that one either makes an effort to go to or regrets
being otherwise engaged during. OK, there was Chris Priest’s GoH piece,
there was the George Hay lecture, featuring Francis Spufford of Backroom
Boys fame (which was excellent, and Spufford a spiffing fellow, exactly as
one would have hoped), but that was it. The “fan” oriented stuff in particular
sounded like tokenism at best, as indeed did much of everything else.
But it wasn’t anywhere near that bad on the day. I still run the old Mexicon
one-third principle in my head; I am happy if about 33 percent of the
programme has the Must See factor, and the bits I did see were good. One
surprise standout was a panel on the 1950s radio serial Journey Into Space,
with Peter Weston, Gerry Webb, and Peter Redfarn. Redfarn was a dead loss,
despite being instigator of the panel, but Weston and Webb carried it
magnificently, Peter in particular wonderfully evoking the spirit of radio
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drama by improvising bits of the story from memory with sound effects
rendered by an empty glass and his tiny little metal chairman’s gavel (taken
everywhere, just in case); it was wonderful. Then Gerry Webb – a genuine
spacecraft entrepreneur – carried the whole thing into a different dimension,
as usual, with spellbinding anecdotes about his associates with the Russian
space-scientists, and determinedly introducing the concept that throwing a
spacecraft off the planet should be as routine as driving a truck down the M1,
if a little more labour intensive. And made the right points to back up his
assertions, as indeed did Peter Weston who in support read out from a piece
he’d done for the Programme Book, a startlingly vivid description of the
purposeful but unglamorous way that the Russians actually do these things.
In retrospect it was a perfect item, wedding comedy, history, science and
science fiction together in a way that cumulatively makes you see the world
just a little differently afterwards. Bloody great stuff.
I wasn’t expecting to be on any programme items, but just before the
convention I had already been co-opted by Weston and Plummer for a
Fannish Feuds item, one which had struck me as just about the least savoury
piece on the menu when I read the draft programme on the convention
website. Together we rapidly decided that whatever we were going to do it
wasn’t going to be about Fannish Feuds.
And then Marcus Streets sidled – and I mean that literally – up and mumbled
something to be about me being on an unspecified number of other items, if I
would be so kind. It’s kind of shocking to find that this sort of thing still
happens – that programmes aren’t totally wired together longer before the
event – when we have decades of experience in how to – and how not to – do
it, but there you go. I try to be helpful and say yes, ok, whatever you want
provided I won’t make a complete fool of myself.
Fortunately perhaps the only other thing is something about the Future of
Fandom, which co-panellist Claire Brialey and myself rather hoped was
being held so late at night that no-one will show up, because pretty much the
last thing we care about really is the future of fandom, having both decided
long since that it is going its own evolutionary way and no amount of hot air
from either of us will divert it from its course. To our genuine horror an
audience actually arrived, much of it settled down in the third row, and fixed
us with steely and sceptical gaze. It also looked quite young, even to Claire,
who is but a child almost herself. Thus was born Third Row Fandom, into
432

whose serious little faces we will look and see the future. They were back
again, for the Fannish Feuds panel, which we cleverly transmuted into
something entirely other, a history of the Fannish, no less, and made them
laugh occasionally. And during which I realised for the first time that the
issue of New Worlds that Chris Priest had referred to in his speech as the one
in which he shared a contents list with Aldiss and Ballard and realised he was
really getting somewhere, was in fact the first issue of NW I had seen, and
where I found a small ad for the BSFA, and where all of my life thereafter
had begun.
The convention petered out rather than stopped when the bar closed at
11.00pm on the Monday night. For the first time I felt there was a problem
with a distributed convention. There were flurries of panicky conversation
about which hotel are you in does it have a bar will it accept non residents. It
wasn’t only because no-one actually approached us that we felt that it was
time for time; older and more tired if not more wise, we figured the path of
least resistance was back to our hotel and an earlyish night, then pack and
trudge to the station, then hours and hours on the train back to West Wales, a
longer journey in fact than it would take for some European fans to get home
to Germany or Sweden.
On the way back to our hotel someone I didn’t know asked me what we’d
done with Third Row Fandom, distinct for their lack of regard to what they
clearly saw as past-it characters deserving of sidelined. We absorbed them, I
said, but he didn’t get it. I should have made it clear; my point was that we
were them and still are sometimes, they will probably become us.
Our hotel room was inexplicably hot, despite the heating being turned off, so
we slept lightly. And found that the seagulls made cooing sounds, like large
marine doves, in the night. Greeting the dawn, Catherine said romantically,
they can see the light of the sun peeping over the horizon from up there.
Maybe indeed, it was a peculiar lightly moaning sound, quite otherworldly at
five in the morning when it woke me up every day. I looked out and there
they were coasting, almost floating just above rooftop height, flying slowly
like small white clouds illuminated by the streetlights. Their calls were quite
different from the normal raucous seagull shouting match, and entirely unlike
the squealing quack of our local Cleddau terns. These were soft birds, having
their own quiet time, but with an obvious sense of purpose. They do see
things, I believe now. Blackpool was a depressing place, mostly, but not
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without its wonders.
We bought a lot of books, observed Catherine as I lifted the spare bag, now
surprisingly full. Yeah, how did that happen, there didn’t seem to be so much
good stuff on Andy’s table this time. But what we got was good, I said,
though I wonder about some of your stuff. I mean who the hell is Ian
MacLeod anyway I said, or Steph Swainston?
They write fiction, Catherine responded, science fiction. Remember that?
Yeah well, I said, I got those two Lovecraft fanzine collections and the Clark
Ashton Smith letters ... Shopping lists next, Catherine said scornfully. Did
you actually buy any science fiction, she pointedly continued. Well, I dunno,
I bought a collection of Gary Westfahl essays, and a copy of Baxter’s Deep
Future in hardback, and some recent Foundations ...
But did you buy any fiction? Well, I got a copy of Katherine Burdekin’s
Swastika Night ... And when was that written? Oh, um, about 1939. And I got
a copy of that newish Baxter Revolutions in the Earth, I’ve no idea what it’s
about but it’s by The Man, right. But did you buy any fiction, any science
fiction, she persisted, annoyingly. Well, no but I got a lot of books ... About
science fiction, she ended it for me, turning away and looking out of the
window.
And what’s wrong with that, I thought. More people should do it. Maybe it’s
what conventions are for.
A postscript –
There’s one other thing I want to make clear here about the last Eastercon, as
it look increasingly unlikely that I will write and distribute the full version of
SOME NOTES ..., which would have been about twice as long as this first
run. I want to make it clear that I had a thoroughly good time, and despite
finding a number of things that the concom could be criticised fairly and
severely for, I do praise them a great deal for providing an event that
interested, entertained, amused, and stimulated me.
Which is a damned sight more than I can say for a lot of conventions I’ve
been to over the years. And in some ways I’d be inclined to suggest that some
people – those who have been most vocal in criticising this Eastercon –
practise a little getting back to first principles and working out what
conventions are actually for, and seeing whether or not their expectations and
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desires are congruent with those ideas.
Greg Pickersgill
www.gostak.demon.co.uk

Peter Weston Adds ...
Greg got a couple of things wrong. It wasn’t a portable, travelling gavel, I
just picked up Gerry’s metal pen. And John Jarrold later confessed that it
wasn’t his magnetic personality which drew the crowd, but he had been billed
to do a programme item in one of the halls, and the committee chucked him
out halfway through and told him to take his audience up to the bar. Which
makes it a bit more comforting, doesn’t it? John also told me something
about the committee wanting to postpone the Awards ceremony he was doing
so they could fit in the Fancy Dress. Or maybe they wanted to move that to
the bar as well? [Apparently they wanted to schedule it as an interval in the
children’s masquerade. – Ed.] Either way, John told them in no uncertain
terms that he wasn’t having any of it.
Eileen and I arrived late on Thursday afternoon, and booked into the
Imperial, which we thought might be a useful port in a storm, so to speak,
although it wasn’t anywhere as good as I’d expected, and the bedrooms were
very hot and cramped. Then we strolled a half-mile or so down a road from
the hotel to the Winter Gardens, getting more and more depressed on the
way. Derelict churches, grubby fish&chip shops, tatty b&bs, and transvestite
shoe shops. (Rich Coad queried what I meant. Put it this way, while all the
shoes were very high-heeled, glittery and strappy, they all seemed to be in
Size 12. Now, there may be some Big Women in Blackpool, but somehow I
suspect the shop was aiming at another market.)
We couldn’t get into the Winter Gardens because the banquet was on, so we
walked down to the seafront, past the ugly, flashing arcades and the boardedup entrance to the ballroom, by which time I was near to total despair. Just
when I was on the point of giving up, we saw Harry Harrison looking
miserably through the windows of that Italian cafe across the road, so we
went and joined him, and Colin Harris spotted us and also came in (even
more depressed at the state of Blackpool than I was). We decided we didn’t
want to eat just yet, came out and started looking for a decent pub – not easy,
in Blackpool – met some others (that Chris chap from Worcester), and I
435

navigated us to the Cedar Tavern, across the square from the Winter Gardens’
main entrance. Then Greg rang on his mobile, homed in on us with
Catherine, and we had quite a merry time, lubricated with several pints of
Thwaites Best Bitter (which had the usual effect the next morning). Panic set
in briefly when we went back to the Italian cafe at 9.30, only to be told they
were closed, despite the notice on the door proclaiming “late opening”, and
we shuttled from one hostile establishment to another before being welcomed
by a waitress at the Deep-Pan Pizza Company, whom we tipped very heavily
when leaving!
It would have been nice to have been able to have done some research for the
Jet Morgan panel, but I only found out about it on Wednesday afternoon, and
it has been nearly fifty years since I heard the serial, so my memory held-up
pretty well, really. The Sunday panel with Gerry Webb was less successful
(the one about Dan Dare and the Eagle), partly because Gerry went home
early (couldn’t stand it any longer, he said), and thank God for Ed Buckley,
who we brought up onto the panel to remind us exactly which brand of
toothpaste it was that sponsored Dan Dare on Radio Luxembourg. (Do you
remember? Answer at bottom of page).
Like Greg, I was intrigued by Chris Priest’s GoH item, in which he told me
some bad things about Charles Platt that even I hadn’t known before, for
instance that (unlike me) he had met quite a few well-known fans in person
before going to that first con in 1964, and he already had a low opinion of
fandom before the con even started. Why did the audience laugh at the Platt
gags? A few of us – very few – because we know of what Chris spoke, but
the majority, I feel, because they are vaguely aware that “Charles Platt” is a
cue-phrase, like “farts” or something on a TV game-show, which evokes a
guffaw whenever mentioned. Bob Shaw long ago trained his audience to such
a pitch that whenever he mentioned “Von Donegan” his audience would start
tittering, irrespective of context. The fannish Theory of Sheep does still work,
Gregory, just modified a little with the passing of the years!
The item I most enjoyed doing was the Fan-History panel with Greg and
Mark, which went surprisingly well considering we had nothing in particular
to talk about, and in view of the lateness of the hour (10.00pm on Friday
night). It was probably a measure of the general desperation in the air that we
held an audience of fifty or more, right to the end. I would have liked to have
talked a bit about science fiction as well, but they didn’t give Julian and I a
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chance to do our usual double-act. Next year!
Peter Weston
(*** It was Euthymol. Horrible pink powder in a flat tin, tasted like disinfectant.
We hated the stuff but kept on buying it for the Dan Dare picture-cards, with
accompanying album for only 1/6d.)

From Jeff VanderMeer’s UK Report
Blackpool, or “a rotted birthday cake” as Jeff Ford called it – I thought of it
more as “one degree to the right of Clockwork Orange” – was an experience.
Half decayed Coney Island, half Victorian buildings, and half totally bizarre.
The convention center not only hosted the convention – David Cassidy and
Engelbert Humperdinck both had concerts there, within a week of each other.
We met a lot of wonderful people in Blackpool – John Jerrold, Cheryl
Morgan, Richard Morgan, Darren Nash, Sandy Auden, The Scottish
Contingent (you know who you are), etc. – and spent a lot of time in the bar,
talking (where I developed a real taste for English cider, since it tended to
only get me a little drunk, with no hangover), but the convention itself was
probably the worst run I’ve ever seen. The author readings, for example,
weren’t in the program book, the program book didn’t include a good map,
and ... well, luckily it didn’t matter, since the panels all included interesting
people who had interesting things to say and the lack of organization meant I
got to sit around for an hour with other readers who had no audience, like Liz
Williams, Jeff Ford, Jay Caselberg, Ian R. MacLeod, and a certain Gwyneth
Jones, who told a great story about frogs that I’ve stolen for a piece of fiction.
To give you a good idea of Blackpool, though, you need imagine Ann, me,
Jeff Ford’s wife Lynn, and their sons trying to find a place to eat. No, can’t
go there – right next to a lap dance establishment. Oh – that place looks good.
No – there are half-nekked women writhing around in there. How about that
place? It’s right next to a toy store ... er, that’s not a toy store. Welllll ...
maybe not, after all ... And how about that beach? Hip-deep in donkey crap
from the 20 or so donkeys giving rides along the surf.
Highlights, besides meeting great people, would have to include a fire at our
hotel, The Imperial, at four in the morning, that rousted everyone out of their
beds, including some elderly folk who came out dressed in actual nightcaps
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with little poofy balls on the ends of them and nightshirts with slippers – like
something out of a Dickens novel.
Not to mention a cider-induced pose in which I reclined over four people on a
sofa, one of them Jay Caselberg (“I think VanderMeer’s buttock punctured
my left testicle”), another Liz Williams (I like to think that my head poised
gently on her thigh was like a crystal ball to that magician, but if she divined
my future, she wasn’t sharing the information), and two others I’ll have to
identify once I see the photograph. (Jay and Liz, by the way, were wonderful
– showing up for almost all of the Jeff ’n’ Jeff events, very supportive. Mark
Roberts was a positive iron man, too, helping with the Ambergris multimedia presentation, which went very well, and much else besides.) Not to
mention, a ferris wheel ride with Tamar Yellin, Bob Tasker, Des Lewis, and
Eric Schaller. We told Eric to learn to move without swiveling his ass, as it
was making the compartment shake too much, but, alas, Eric never learned
how to look in different directions without swiveling. Which, I guess, made
the ride all that more exciting from a danger perspective.
But that’s enough about Blackpool – the rest of Blackpool, rotting,
crepuscular, desperate, menacing, mean, indifferent, etc., will be making a
cameo in a future Ambergris novel, and thus – shhhh – best not to talk too
much about it or the effect will dissipate before it reaches the page.
And, for all of that, it was a great convention because of all the wonderful
people we met and hung out with, and the great generosity of my publisher,
Pan Mac. I wouldn’t give up a minute of the experience, perversely enough.

Other Voices
Concourse site with newsletter LieJournal [link now gone]
Cheryl Morgan in Emerald City 104
Chris Priest: “I thought more of it than most people, but then I would. No
particular events to note, or none I can think of off-hand. Lots of good people
there; mood generally good; architecture demented; streets of Blackpool
proletarian binge-drinker hell; hotel excellent; programme items so-so.”
Charlie Stross: “... the program wasn’t quite as bad as 2Kon in 2000, but
getting there, the real ale bar never materialized, and the Blackpool night-life
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was unbelievable; I was seriously afraid of venturing out of the venue
unaccompanied after dark! Add the hotel cock-ups and it, well, Blackpool
goes on my list (along with Hinckley) of “con venues to avoid on principle”.
(And Hinckley is there because Feorag is vegan, and the thought of trying to
find a vegan meal in Hinckley on a bank holiday without a car beggars the
imagination.)”
Liz Williams: “BLEEAAARGGGHHH! I fear that such was my reaction. If
I have my way – and since I confess to having done nothing about it, I
probably won’t – none of that con committee will ever be allowed near a
convention again. I have also taken a blood oath never again to set foot in
Blackpool. I and my companion left a day early because we could stand it no
more. On the train back, a young woman collapsed, probably with relief at no
longer having to be in Blackpool.”
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ACCA. The new-style Clarke Award presentation took place in London on
12 May, in the relatively cosy English Heritage Lecture Theatre (off Regent
Street) rather than the echoing vastness of the Science Museum. After all the
talk of ACCA budget problems, Britain’s thirsty sf glitterati were greatly
cheered to find that administrator Paul Kincaid’s team had contrived to lay on
free wine before the ceremony, though reverting to a cash bar afterwards....
As usual, Paul summarized the virtues of the nominated novels. Without
agonizing delay, 2003 winner Chris Priest wrenched open the envelope and
announced the judges’ choice: Quicksilver by Neal Stephenson, who hadn’t
been able to make it. Shortlisted authors in attendance (Stephen Baxter,
Gwyneth Jones) smiled bravely, and yet another “But is it really science
fiction?” debate began.

The Meths Festival
Brian Aldiss responds to my idle query about one of his early pseudonyms:
“C.C. Shackleton is in hiding. He was considered too amusing for a serious
matter like sci-fi. Compare the situation in Sweden. Advertising the movie,
Lost in translation, posters carried the tag line, ‘So funny it was banned in
Norway’.”
J.G. Ballard’s Millennium People wasn’t shortlisted for the 2004 Clarke
Award, leading to speculation in certain quarters about anti-Ballardism
among the judging panel. But no: it is revealed that Paul Kincaid asked
several times for Millennium People to be submitted to the Clarke jury. The
publisher (Flamingo Books) refused, conveying the distinct impression that
this was at Ballard’s own request.
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Michael Moorcock confirms his Spectator-reported plan to leave Texas and
settle in some continental European city, though probably not Rome: “I’ll be
65 at the end of this year and will be retiring (that is, only writing one book a
year) back to the restful city. The country has been killing me and I deserve
some tranquility in my old age.”
Michael Swanwick has an anecdote: “I was waiting for a panel to begin at
the Fantastic Genres conference at SUNY New Paltz last weekend, when
Rachel Pollack swept in, waved a dismissive hand at John Clute, Farah
Mendlesohn, and three other leading lights of the interpretive art and said,
‘Everybody’s a critic.’
• ‘That’s pretty good,’ I said. ‘I made it up last night,’ she replied. ‘I just
came down here now to deliver it.’
• Then she left.” (5 May)

Confix
8 Jun • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Top floor, 6:30pm. With
Pat Cadigan, Cherith Baldry, and Michael Marshall.
23 Jun • BSFA Open Meeting. Another new venue: The Star, West Halkin
Mews, London, SW1. Nearest tube station is Knightsbridge. 6pm onward;
fans present from 5pm. With Les Edwards (“Edward Miller”).
26 Jun • Interaction Open Meeting (Worldcon 2005), Glasgow Hilton, 1
William St, Glasgow. SECC tour 10:30am; Hilton 12:30 on. All welcome,
but please notify info[at]interaction.worldcon.org.uk.
17 Jul • Tolkien Society Seminar, St Martin’s College, Carlisle. 10am-5pm.
£15 reg, inc lunch. Booking closes 2 July. Contact (SAE) 85 Woad Lane,
Great Coates, Grimsby, DN37 9NB.
11-18 Sep • Milford SF Writers’ Conference, Trigonos Centre, Snowdonia.
Published authors only; 15 members max. Approx £323 per person inc single
room for 7 nights. £75 deposit to Milford SF Writers’ Conference, Top Flat,
8 Bedford St, Kemp Town, Brighton, BN2 1AN.
5-8 Aug • A Commonwealth of SF (SFF event), Liverpool Foresight Centre.
£150/$270 inc meals but not accommodation; £110/$198 for deadbeats
earning under £15,000 p.a. (those would be the authors). Contact SF
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Foundation, 22 Addington Rd, Reading, RG1 5PT.
5-8 Aug • Bulgacon 2004 (Eurocon), Plovdiv, Bulgaria. Seems to be
contactable only on-line: http://www.bgcon.org, info[at]bgcon.org.
6-8 Aug • Brentcon (Sproutlore), diverse activities at “various venues around
Brentford”. GoH Robert Rankin, launching another book. £22 reg for
Sproutlore members and their guests; non-members £30. Cheques to
Sproutlore, 211 Black Horse Ave, Dublin 7, Ireland.
20-23 Aug • Discworld Convention IV, Hanover International Hotel,
Hinckley, Leics. £50 reg (no March 04 increase as initially announced).
Contact PO Box 102, Royston, Herts, SG8 7ZJ. 07092 394940.
5-7 Nov • Armadacon 16, Copthorne Hotel, Plymouth. New dates! £30 reg,
£27 unwaged. Contact 4 Gleneagle Ave, Plymouth, PL3 5HL.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Alfonso Cuaron, director of Harry Potter and the
Prisoner of Whatsit, may next write and direct an sf film, Children of Men –
presumably based on the not very good P.D. James novel. With the usual
disclaimer: “It’s not really science-fiction. It’s the world 30 years from now,
in which for 18 years no human child has been born, for unknown reasons.
Civilizations are falling apart. England is the last remaining civilization as we
know it, because it’s an island that’s insulated itself from Europe, which is in
civil wars and complete pandemonium. So the story takes place in that
context.” (SCI FI Wire) [CV] All very different from those sci-fi shockers
like, well, Greybeard.
Vatican Viewpoint. Astrobiology Magazine interviewed Brother Guy
Consolmagno, Jesuit astronomer to the Vatican, and asked the inevitable
question. GC: “... But, I’m also a science fiction fan –” AM: “Have you read
The Sparrow?” GC: “Yes, and I hated it.” [TC]
R.I.P. Anthony Ainley (1932-2004), UK actor who played Doctor Who’s
fondest enemy The Master (originally Roger Delgado) on TV during the
1980s, died on 3 May; he was 71. [DK]
• Richard Biggs (1961-2004), US actor who played Dr Stephen Franklin in
Babylon 5, died unexpectedly on 22 May, perhaps from a stroke; he was only
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43. [BB and many others] A memorial service was held in North Hollywood
on 26 May.
• Olga Druce (1911-2004), US producer/director of Captain Video for TV
(1949-56), and House of Mystery and Superman for radio, died on 18 April
aged 92. [AIP]
• Gill Fox (1915-2004), US comics artist, editor, and writer, died on 15 May
aged 88. In the 1940s he produced covers for Police Comics, featuring Jack
Cole’s “Plastic Man”, and backgrounds and scripts for Will Eisner’s “The
Spirit” in daily newspapers. [AIP]
• Nelson Gidding (1919-2004), Hollywood screenwriter who scripted The
Haunting (1963), The Andromeda Strain (1971) and The Mummy Lives
(1993), died on 1 May. He was 84. [PDF]
• Rod Hall, UK literary agent representing many film and TV writers, was
found stabbed to death in his South London flat on 23 May; he was 53. Years
ago at the A.P. Watt agency, Hall was film/TV agent for such sf authors as
Brian Aldiss and Chris Priest.
• Robyn Meta Herrington (1961-2004), Australian-born author and editor
resident in Canada for the last 25 years, died on 3 May after a lengthy
struggle against cancer. She was an acquisitions editor for Edge Science
Fiction and Fantasy and also published genre poetry. [RS via JS]
• Fred Karlin (1936-2004), Oscar- and Emmy-winning film composer who
composed the music for Futureworld (1976), died from cancer on 26 March;
he was 67. [AIP]
• Lincoln Kilpatrick (1932-2004), US actor who appeared in Soylent Green
and The Omega Man, died on May 18; he was 72. [AIP]
• Peter “Mac” McNamara (1947-2004), Australian fan, editor and publisher,
died on 1 June from brain cancer diagnosed in early 2002; he was 57. His
mid-1980s sf magazine Aphelion led to the small press Aphelion
Publications; he coedited the anthologies Alien Shores (1994) and Forever
Shores (2003), and was still working on Future Shores in May 2004. Peter is
survived by his wife Mariann. All sympathy to her and the family.
• Brian McNaughton (1935-2004), US horror author whose collection The
Throne of Bones (1997) won a World Fantasy Award, died on 14 May. [ED]
• Tony Randall (Feb 1920-2004), US comic actor whose rare genre parts
included the title role – and several others – in 7 Faces of Dr Lao (1964),
died on 17 May aged 84. [SD]
• Edward Wagenknecht (1900-2004), US scholar of supernatural fiction who
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edited several collections, anthologies and The Letters of James Branch
Cabell (1975), died on 24 May at the remarkably ripe age of 104. [NB]
• Basil Wells (1912-2004), US sf author who flourished in a small way from a
1940 Super Science Stories debut until approximately 1957, died on 3 May.
[MR via JS]
Egoboo. From the cutting edge of dark fantasy, a reader reports the heroine’s
reaction (in Charlaine Harris’s Dead Until Dark, 2004) when a vampire
acquaintance reveals his name: “Before I could stop myself, I rocked back
onto my butt with laughter. ‘The vampire Bill!’ I said. ‘I thought it might be
Antoine, or Basil, or Langford! ...’” [JB]
2004 Prometheus Award shortlist: Terry Goodkind, Naked Empire; Paul
Levinson, The Pixel Eye; Chris Moriarty, Spin State; J.K. Rowling, Harry
Potter and the Order of the Phoenix; F. Paul Wilson, Sims.
Publishers and Sinners. Marvel Comics’s prose imprint Marvel Press –
dedicated to fiction about Marvel characters – launches this month.
• Penguin UK, dragging itself kicking and screaming into the 1990s, plans to
save £100,000 a year by doing away with printed book catalogues in favour
of on-line listings. After all, who nowadays reads mere paper?
• Chrysalis is selling off its book publishing division – including the once
successful Paper Tiger sf/fantasy art imprint. Poor treatment of writers and
artists under Chrysalis ownership was highlighted by a 2003 Society of
Authors survey. (Publishers Lunch)
What the Papers Say. From The Washington Post’s coverage of The Day
After Tomorrow (27 May): “[Al] Gore, who says he read the screenplay while
the movie was in production and saw a screening this week, admits – as
everyone does – that the movie is mostly science fiction, but grounded in
some science facts.” Our reporter Phil Margolies muses: “I wonder what the
science fiction part is grounded in?”
Random Fandom. Mary Branscombe & Simon Bisson, after years of
cautious delay, are ... engaged!
• Bernard Earp awaits an op: “I have been diagnosed with bladder cancer. I
go into Bolton Royal Hospital on 17 June ...” Chemotherapy to follow.
Fingers duly crossed.
• Ben Jeapes can’t escape the curse of having published The Leaky
Establishment. He is now “Documentation Officer at UKERNA ... part of the
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mighty institution that is the Rutherford-Appleton lab. I had my fire safety
training course yesterday, in a decaying Portakabin surrounded by rabbit
droppings. It was all I could do not to wipe away a tear of nostalgia.”
• Farah Mendlesohn explains the BSFA venue change (see above): “The
landlord of the White Hart claims we haven’t booked, have never booked and
have in fact never been there – we just imagined it.”
As Others Reposition Us. According to Publishers Lunch, a US deal is
being lined up for bestselling French author Jean-Christophe Rufin’s
Globalia, reported as a speculative novel which “steps into the future, not
exactly as science fiction but as a projection of today’s American-dominated
world toward what he calls ‘totalitarian democracy’.” No talking squids in
outer space there.
Small Press. Orbital, now allegedly to be launched this month, is a cunning
rebranding of the magazine about sf initially announced as Orbit (I feared
that using the title of a major British publishing imprint might be unwise).
Same editor, Steve Williams; same address, 1 Firs Hill Mews, Pitsmoor
Road, Sheffield, South Yorks, S3 9AH.
• Light’s List (19th ed, 2004) covers over 1,400 English-language small press
mags worldwide. 74pp. £3 inc post (US$7; $8 air) to John Light, 37 The
Meadows, Berwick-upon-Tweed, TD15 1NY.
• 3SF magazine died early last year ... so its publisher Ben Jeapes was thrilled
and alarmed that Paul Kincaid’s Clarke award speech (and later press release)
included thanks “to 3SF who have already promised funds for the coming
year.”
• Ansible E-ditions, still co-publishing with Cosmos Books despite fits of
editorial sloth, has delivered digital settings for new POD editions of John
Sladek’s long out-of-print collections Keep the Giraffe Burning and The
Lunatics of Terra. To follow, real soon now: Sladek’s Alien Accounts.
Outraged Letters. Richard E. Geis: “I was bitterly disappointed and
shocked, SHOCKED! that you didn’t accept my suggestion that you give each
obit a line of separation as a small indication of worthiness and distinction.
Must you dump all the dead into a common grave like that?” For the printed
Ansible, I continue my whining excuse of space problems. But I’ve now
tinkered with the macros that format the on-line editions, in which Dick’s
wish is granted!
• David A. Hardy is stricken by my perfidy: “You haven’t mentioned under
445

‘Awards’ that I won the Analog AnLab Award for best Cover Artist 2004 –
for the second year running, as I won it for 2003 too!” Er, no one told me....
• Harry Harrison sends a May Observer interview with a UK pest control
expert, who knows how to deal with the rigours of the job: “Science fantasy
books – sword and sorcery – are the best way to unwind. If you’ve had a bad
day – clearing a dead [human] body out, or something – you can’t go wrong
with Stephen Donaldson or Michael Moorcock.”
2004 Mythopoeic Awards finalists: ADULT LITERATURE Lois McMaster
Bujold, Paladin of Souls; Kij Johnson, Fudoki; Ursula K. Le Guin, Changing
Planes; Patricia A. McKillip, In the Forests of Serre; Robin McKinley,
Sunshine.
• CHILDREN’S Kate DiCamillo, The Tale of Despereaux; Clare Dunkle, The
Hollow Kingdom; Cornelia Funke, Inkheart (trans from German by Anthea
Bell); Shannon Hale, The Goose Girl; Terry Pratchett, The Wee Free Men.
• SCHOLARSHIP: INKLINGS Jane Chance, ed., Tolkien the Medievalist; Matthew
Dickerson, Following Gandalf; John Garth, Tolkien and the Great War; Don
W. King, C.S. Lewis, Poet.
• SCHOLARSHIP: OTHER Mike Ashley, Algernon Blackwood; Francis Bridger, A
Charmed Life: The Spirituality of Potterworld; William Patrick Day,
Vampire Legends in Contemporary American Culture; John Lawrence &
Robert Jewett, The Myth of the American Superhero; Margaret Mackey, ed.,
Beatrix Potter’s Peter Rabbit; Jennifer Schacker, National Dreams: The
Remaking of Fairy Tales in Nineteenth-Century England.
House Style Dept. The Skiffy Channel (British division) informs the world:
“Since the repositioning of the channel in April, SCI FI has a new look and
feel which reflect the science fiction genre’s move from the periphery to the
centre of mainstream entertainment. Look out for a raft of action, adventure,
fantasy, paranormal and reality programming in a range of UK television
premieres that will debut throughout the year. / Following this repositioning,
SCI FI is no-longer spelt with a hyphen or dot in the centre (i.e. Sci-Fi or
SciúFi) and should always be written in upper caps (SCI FI).” Dearie me, this
is going to be as difficult as remembering to write “Harlan Ellison®” every
time. [AS]
Fanfundery. DUFF: “By a final vote of 53 to 46, Norman Cates has been
elected the 2004 DUFF delegate from Australia/New Zealand to Noreascon
4, the World Science Fiction Convention.” [GHL]
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• GUFF: Pat McMurray’s triumphal progression through Australia continues.
Yvonne Rousseau sighted him in Adelaide: “Pat reports that the Continuumconvention organisation in Melbourne couldn’t think what his name was, so
it refers to him in the program as ‘GUFF-Guy’ – splendid title for a trip
report, Pat thinks.”
Stamp Out SF Authors! The US Postal Service is considering issuing a
stamp depicting Isaac Asimov, some time after 2006. Americans who support
(or, perhaps, oppose) this notion can write to: Citizens’ Stamp Advisory
Committee, c/o Stamp Development, 475 L’Enfant Plaza SW, Room 5670,
Washington, DC 20260-2437, USA. [CP]
Language Lesson. I’ve always wanted to know the proper term for those
clumps of old Penguin sf novels on my shelves. PopBitch (May 2004) reveals
the answer: “There is no clear, collective noun for penguins. In the past,
breeding groups have been referred to as colonies, rookeries and
penguineries, but at the 4th International Penguin Conference in Chile in
September 2000, it was finally agreed by penguin researchers that they would
refer to a group of penguins on the land as a ‘waddle’, and a group in the
water as a ‘raft’.” [IC] A raft of Penguin sf, bobbing feebly in the water? Oh,
that’s too awful....
C.o.A. Tony Chester, 50 Wreford Cres, Thurnby Lodge, Leicester, LE5 2QG.
Lisa DuMond is in transit: send stuff for review to PO Box 12425,
Tallahassee, FL 32317-2425, USA. Gary Farber (since last year), 2295 Goss
St, #11, Boulder, CO 80302, USA. Alison Freebairn & Tom Sulston, 193a
Blackstock Rd, Highbury, London, N5 2LL. Neil Rest (“I’m moving in with
Suzy ... The wedding will be July 11.”), 1138 W Farwell, Chicago, IL 606263810, USA. Geri Sullivan, 37 Monson Rd, Wales, MA 01081-9743, USA;
phone 413-245-0325. Bridget Wilkinson (suffering badly from gallstones,
alas), 128 Sherwood Ave, Abingdon, OX14 3TX.
Thog’s Masterclass. New Maths Dept. “I’ve just gotten a reply. A series of
pulses: one, two, three, five, seven, nine. Prime numbers. I respond in kind
with the next set.” (Syne Mitchell, Murphy’s Gambit, 2000) [SS]
• Movie Science Dept. “Of course, X-rays are impermeable to lead.” (Teen
Agent, 1991) [TW]
• Dept of Continuity. Prologue: “The last mountains had been ground to dust
by the wind and the rain, and the world was too weary to bring forth more.”
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Chapter 10: “Time had not conquered everything; Earth still possessed
mountains of which she could be proud.” (Arthur C. Clarke, The City and the
Stars, 1956)
• Unmoved Mover Dept. “Without moving, she raised a hand to feel her
bloody head.” (Laurie J. Marks, Fire Logic, 2002) [CS]
• Neat Tricks Dept. “Taylor struggled to his console, tried to lift the red
handset to Damage Control back aft, and realized his right collarbone was
smashed. He grabbed for the phone with his left.” “Black heads in the water,
struggling amid the flames, without lips or fingers.” (both Joe Buff, Thunder
in the Deep, 2001) [PM]
• Must Have Been Something I Ate Dept. “A deep joy bubbled inside her,
sounding like a sparkling stream full of spring rain.” (Leah R. Cutter, Paper
Mage, 2003) [JC]

Endnotes
That Convention List (just above). A few people like the longer list of date
reminders, so I’m keeping it but have removed the e-addresses from the gaze
of harvesting spammers. Follow the link for Ansible’s convention website
list. Organizers who make it difficult or impossible to achieve e-mail contact
through their sites are presumably not interested in enquiries; who am I to
thwart their wishes?
Apparitions. • 11 Jun: Birmingham SF Group, Britannia Hotel (2nd floor),
New Street. 7:45pm. With Tom Holt. £4; members £3. Details:
bhamsfgroup@yahoo.co.uk.
• 29 Jun: SF Book Reading Group, Waterstone’s Bookseller, 13-14 Princes
Street, Edinburgh, 6-7pm. Discussing Michael Marshall Smith’s Spares.
Entry free; all welcome.
• 3 Jul: Faringdon Arts Festival panel on writing sf/fantasy. United Church,
3-4pm. Ben Jeapes, Juliet McKenna, Jo Fletcher. Free.
Online Fan Forum: http://www.trufen.net ... subtly distinguished from last
issue’s announcement by correction of a typo. Appogolies!
GUFF Trip Notes. Pat McMurray is posting chunks of his trip report on
LiveJournal.
Ansible 203 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2004. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
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Barbara Barrett, John Birchby, Ned Brooks, John Clute, Ian Covell, Tony
Cullen, Ellen Datlow, Paul Di Filippo, Steven Dunn, David Klaus, Guy H.
Lillian, Patrick Marcel, Curt Phillips, Andrew I. Porter, Mike Resnick, Andy
Sawyer, Robert Sawyer, Joyce Scrivner, Cally Soukup, Susan Stepney, Cat
Vincent, Tanaqui Weaver, and Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group),
Janice Murray (North America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Australia). 4 Jun
04.
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The Starving Jubilee
J.G. Ballard’s Super-Cannes may have eluded English-language sf award
listings, but has won the Tähtivaeltaja prize as best sf novel published in
Finland last year. Named for the magazine Tähtivaeltaja (Star Rover), this is
Finland’s only SF award for foreign books. [JN]
Ray Bradbury seems incandescent with wrath at Michael Moore for daring
to call a film Fahrenheit 9/11. The juicy bits of his 2 June interview in the
Swedish newspaper Dagens Nyheter were translated by Ahrvid Engholm for
www.trufen.net: “Michael Moore is a stupid asshole, that’s what I think
about it. [...] He stole my title and changed the numbers without ever asking
me for permission. [...] He’s a terrible person. Terrible person....” Could this
anger be fuelled by political disapproval? Bradbury: “That has nothing to do
with it. He copied my title, that’s what happened. It has nothing to do with
my political views. [...] I could, tomorrow, write a novel and call it Gone with
the Wind, right? But I won’t, because it would be dishonest.... Just write that
Michael Moore is dishonest and that I don’t want to be associated with him in
any way.” Oh dearie me. Would it be dishonest to publish a book called Gone
with the 9/11? Answers on a postcard, please, but not to me.
Arthur C. Clarke is to receive the 2004 Robert A. Heinlein award, given for
hard sf and/or nonfiction which inspires space exploration.
Harlan Ellison’s long dispute with AOL about pirate postings of his fiction
is settled at last. Although details are undisclosed, the 8 June release shows a
remarkable mellowing of the great man’s fiery rhetoric: “I have come to
realize that AOL respects the rights of authors and artists, and has a
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comprehensive system for addressing the complaints of copyright holders. I
would not have settled this case if I were not sure that AOL is doing what it
can do to fight online piracy.” Donations to his KICK Internet Piracy fund
are to be repaid, implying some financial element in the settlement. Ansible
was shocked, shocked, that The Inquirer marked this occasion with the
headline “Trekkie Harlan Ellison settles four year-feud with AOL ... I cannae
do it cap’n, I cannae remove the posts”. This earned them a stern Ellisonian
phone call. [LE/CS]
Lisanne Norman won one of furry fandom’s Ursa Major awards for Between
Darkness and Light (2003), as Best Anthropomorphic Novel.
J.K. Rowling, very shortly after a hoax report that her sixth novel would be
called Harry Potter and the Something Implausible, announced that it will in
fact be Harry Potter and the Something Else Implausible. Be still, my beating
heart. (Oh, all right, if you really insist on knowing: not Pillar of Storgé but
Half Blood Prince.) [PL]

Contrecoup
Until 16 Jul • Serious Moonlight is Anne Sudworth’s new art show: A&D
Gallery, 51 Chiltern St, London, W1. 020 748 60534.
16 Jul • British Fantasy Awards – Showcase, The Tappit Hen, 5 William IV
St, London, WC2N 4DN. 6pm for 7pm. Steve Jones hosts discussion of 2004
nominees, “the worth of awards”, etc. All welcome.
17 Jul • Tolkien Society Seminar, St Martin’s College, Carlisle. 10am-5pm.
£15 reg, inc lunch. Booking closes 2 July. Contact (SAE) 85 Woad Lane,
Great Coates, Grimsby, DN37 9NB.
28 Jul • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Justina Robson.
5-8 Aug • Bulgacon 2004 (Eurocon), Plovdiv, Bulgaria. Admission free.
Contact http://www.bgcon.org, info[at]bgcon.org. Foreign liaison for English
speakers: Rositsa Decheva, rossie[at]bgcon.org. [BS]
5-8 Aug • A Commonwealth of SF (SFF), Liverpool Foresight Centre.
£150/$270 inc meals; £110/$198 for those earning <£15,000 p.a. Contact SF
Foundation, 22 Addington Rd, Reading, RG1 5PT.
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6-8 Aug • Brentcon (Sproutlore), diverse activities around Brentford. £22 reg
for Sproutlore members and their guests; non-members £30. Cheques to
Sproutlore, 211 Black Horse Ave, Dublin 7, Ireland.
20-23 Aug • Discworld Convention IV, Hanover International Hotel,
Hinckley, Leics. GoH: Guess Who, plus The Usual Suspects. £50 reg.
Contact PO Box 102, Royston, Herts, SG8 7ZJ. 07092 394940.
2-6 Sep • Noreascon 4 (62nd Worldcon), Boston, MA. Advance registration
closes at the end of July. $180 reg; children $105; $35 supp. Contact PO Box
1010, Framingham, MA 01701, USA.
24-26 Sep • Fantasycon 2004, Quality Hotel, Walsall. GoH Rob Holdstock,
Muriel Gray. £50 reg; £45 for BFS members and students with ID. Day
membership £20 on Sat only. Contact Beech House, Chapel Lane, Multon,
Cheshire, CW9 8PQ.
29-31 Jul 05 • Accio 2005 (H. Potter), U of Reading. £160 reg (room & all
meals); £120 (lunch, dinner); £20 discount until 31 Oct 04. £25 supp. Contact
26 Discovery House, Newby Place, London, E14 0HA.
Rumblings • Mecon 8 (Belfast, 11-13 Mar 05) seems doomed to lose its
cheap Queen’s University SCR venue, thanks to impending closure of the
SCR club. Alternatives are likely to cost far more. [DL]

Infinitely Improbable
Court Circular. Another lawsuit! Ubaldo DiBenedetto, a professor at
Harvard who in 1993 published the instant-Ice-Age disaster novel Polar Day
9 (as by Kyle Donner), is suing Roland Emmerich and Twentieth Century
Fox Deutschland. His claim is that key plot elements of Emmerich’s film The
Day After Tomorrow are plagiarized from Polar Day 9 – a copy of which
DiBenedetto says he sent to Emmerich in 1998, without any movie offer
following. The report in Der Spiegel says this case is being brought in
Germany because courts there are more sympathetic to victims of intellectual
property theft. Allegedly.
Thog’s Astrometallurgy Corner. Pobjoy Mint is offering “the world’s first
palladium bi-metal coin”, to celebrate the bicentenary of the naming of
palladium. Their ad explains that it was named in 1804 after the asteroid
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Pallas, which was made up of palladium.... [PM]
R.I.P. Kay Allan (1915-2004), Scots fan who never missed a Glasgow
convention until a 1996 stroke, died at her Isle of Arran retirement home on
29 May. She was 88. Angus McAllister writes: “Kay attended Eastercon
annually for many years, as well as some Novacons and the Worldcons at
Brighton 1987, The Hague 1990 and Glasgow 1995.”
• Marlon Brando (1924-2004), legendary actor who played Jor-El in
Superman (1978), died on 1 July aged 80.
• Anthony Buckeridge (1912-2004), OBE, author of the long-running
“Jennings” boarding-school comedy sequence published since 1950, died on
28 June aged 92. Long before The Simpsons, Buckeridge made “Doh!” the
favourite expletive of a short-tempered schoolmaster; in later life he
dismissed Harry Potter as “perfectly ordinary books that have been hyped
up”.
• Hugh B. Cave (1910-2004), British-born US author of over 1,000 pulp and
slick magazine stories plus several supernatural fiction novels, died on 27
June. He would have been 94 on 11 July. Cave received 1978, 1997 and 1999
World Fantasy Awards, the last for his life achievement – also honoured by
Bram Stoker (1991) and International Horror Guild (1998) awards.
• Robert Lees, retired US screenwriter who co-scripted the comedies Abbott
and Costello Meet Frankenstein (1948) and other genre films, was stabbed
and beheaded on 13 June. He was 92, and one of the last surviving
Hollywood writers who was blacklisted in the 1950s. The murderer killed
again soon after; a suspect was arrested on 14 June. [BB]
• Max Rosenberg (1914-2004), US producer of many low-budget horror films
beginning with The Curse of Frankenstein (1957), died on 14 June aged 89.
His other productions include Dr Terror’s House of Horrors and Dr Who and
the Daleks, both 1965. [PDF]
Fountain Award. Alison Smith’s “The Specialist” (in McSweeney’s
Quarterly Concern) was the first winner of this juried short story award.
Publishers and Sinners. Our man Joe at Waterstone’s Bookshop in
Edinburgh had to postpone a planned discussion event on John Wyndham’s
The Midwich Cuckoos, “due to Penguin being in a total mess right now. The
entire book trade is ticked off with what has to be the most famous publisher
around. They are relocating their warehouse, which is obviously disruptive.
Add to that a new automated system which was untried and, yep, you guessed
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it, didn’t actually work, and you have a recipe for disaster. Bookstores up and
down the UK are having enormous trouble trying to source Penguin titles,
from John Wyndham to James Joyce. Great fun for booksellers having to
explain this to every customer who asks why they can’t get hold of famous
books.... And it looks like costing Penguin millions in lost business.”
Sidewise Awards for alternate history: it’s shortlist time again. Except in
universes where, frighteningly and paradoxically, it isn’t.... LONG Murray
Davies, Collaborator; Mitchell Freedman, Disturbance of Fate; Larry
Kirwan, Liverpool Fantasy; S.M. Stirling, Conquistador. SHORT Ricard de la
Casa & Pedro Jorge Romero, “The Day We Went Through the Transition”
(Cosmos Latinos); Geoffrey Landis, “The Eyes of America” (Sci Fiction
5/03); Robert L. O’Connell. “The Cuban Missile Crisis: Second Holocaust”
(What Ifs?); Chris Roberson, “O One” (Live Without a Net); Robert
Silverberg. “The Reign of Terror” (Asimov’s 4/03).
Random Fandom. Martin Hoare became legless again: “My leg has been
quite bad. Something happened to it when I was in Holland for Kees van
Toorn’s 50th birthday at the end of May. It suddenly started to hurt and it
stopped working. Not good when you are you are on your own and have to
drive back! [The hospital] decided it was not a DVT but probably a massive
infection. They prescribed enough antibiotics to cure a whole Welsh Rugby
team after a week in Amsterdam.”
• Terry Jeeves writes in Erg 166 (July 2004): “This will almost certainly be
the last issue of ERG. I shall be 82 on October 1st and have several medical
problems getting in the way of publishing.” Terry’s quarterly fanzine first
appeared in April 1959.
• Mark & Vanessa Loney announce the birth of their first child, Alexandra
Louise Loney, in Canberra on 20 June.
Bram Stoker Awards (horror), announced 5 June. NOVEL Peter Straub, lost
boy lost girl. FIRST NOVEL Brian Keene, The Rising. LONG FICTION Jack
Ketchum, “Closing Time”. SHORT Gary A. Braunbeck, “Duty”. COLLECTION
Jack Ketchum, Peaceable Kingdom. ANTHOLOGY Borderlands 5 ed. Elizabeth
& Thomas Monteleone. NON-FICTION Thomas F. Monteleone, The Mothers
and Fathers Italian Association. ILLUSTRATED Neil Gaiman, The Sandman:
Endless Nights. SCREENPLAY Bubba Ho-Tep. YOUNGER READERS J.K. Rowling,
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix. POETRY Bruce Boston,
Pitchblende. ALTERNATIVE FORMS Michael Arnzen, The Gorelets. LIFE
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ACHIEVEMENT

Anne Rice, Martin H. Greenberg.

Outraged Letters. Paul Barnett on A203: “Since the press reports that
Chrysalis’s book division was up for sale, Chrysalis has announced that it’s
not for sale, and that all such talk is havering, etc. My sources tell me that it
is in fact being groomed for sale, but not for a year or two yet; a sort of
‘reports of the death are premature’ situation.”
• John M. Ford frowns: “A while back I finally read Dick Jude’s ‘10 Best
Skiffy Books’ in the Guardian, and while it’s about mid-range for such lists,
I noticed down at the end that it was, quote, ‘Dedicated to the memory of
Andre Norton.’ / The list was posted in October of 1999. She’s alive now,
which would strongly imply that she was alive then. / I e-mailed the
Guardian about this. No reply, naturally, and no adjustment to the piece. In
the way of things, five years is not a terribly long time for an error of this
nature to stand, but, well, erm, as they say.”
• M.J. “Simo” Simpson brags (7 June): “Just got back from spending the day
on the Hitchhiker’s Guide film set, albeit in a slightly wrecked state (me, not
the film set) after a night of heavy drinking with the SFX gang to celebrate
Hitchhiker: A Biography of Douglas Adams winning Best Non-Fiction in the
SFX Reader Awards. In the light of my success at yesterday’s awards, I
would like to make it clear that I have never, ever suggested that SFX has
gone downhill since I left and is now a glorified Buffy fanzine. In fact I have
maintained all along that the magazine is a bastion of good taste and high
class genre journalism.”
• David Lee Stone was at Book Expo America in Chicago: “Ursula Le Guin
gave an incredible speech about colour in fantasy fiction, and Jamie Lee
Curtis gave an equally empowered but not quite so incredible talk on how
hard it is to be five. Surprisingly, Ursula came off best.... Other Brits I
noticed there were Artemis Fowl author Eoin Colfer, Paul Stewart and Chris
Riddell, author and illustrator of the Edge Chronicles, and Ed Greenwood,
the Merlin-look-alike author of the Cormyr Saga.”
Worldbuilding Corner. “So they gathered bilbys, and scythed grain and
collected panniers of gleebs, and then it was time to fleece the mereens again,
and the days slid by ...” (John Rackham, The Double Invaders, 1967) [BA]
What, no smeerps? See also the A203 masthead.
Small Press. Saucer Smear gets a plug from Steve Dunn: “It is to the UFO
community (what the magazine calls ‘UFoology’) what Ansible and File 770,
455

etc. are to science fiction, i.e., a fanzine.” Fandom ... but not as we know it.
http://www.martiansgohome.com/smear/
As Others See Us. Belatedly, here’s film critic Paul Byrne of the Sydney
Morning Herald issuing the traditional disclaimer about Charlie Kaufman’s
utterly skiffy Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind: “Kaufman writes with
an imaginative freedom that only sci-fi writers usually have, but his stories
are not strictly sci-fi. He doesn’t so much transform the natural world into
something bizarre or futuristic, as make a bizarre world of his creation seem
natural.” Which is very different. [SC]
Bombed Sites. Bigengine.co.uk, the on-line relic of Ben Jeapes’s small press
Big Engine – liquidated in early 2003 – has finally faded away. Chris Priest
has not been liquidated, but Christopher-priest.co.uk expired in June after
renewal reminders (if any) failed to reach him; it, or a close equivalent, will
shortly rise again.
Fanfundery. TAFF: James Bacon won the 2004 race to represent European
fandom at this year’s Worldcon, Noreascon 4 in Boston, with 112 first place
votes to Anders Holmstrom’s 82. (19 votes went to No Preference and just
one to Hold Over Funds.) James assures the world: “I hope to do my best and
intend to be dignified and respectable, even when I drop my trousers.”
• Bring Bruce Bayside: this fund is on course to waft that fine Australian
Bruce Gillespie to Corflu 2005 in San Francisco; a brief London visit is also
hoped. Supporters can now donate via PayPal: send to JoyceWorley1[you
know what goes here]cox.net. The Incompleat Bruce Gillespie (ed. Irwin
Hirsh) is a BBB fundraiser that collects his best fanwriting – available in the
UK for £5 post free, from Mark Plummer/Claire Brialey, 14 Northway Rd,
Croydon, CR0 6JE.
Technical Hitch. Douglas Adams speaks from beyond the grave in “a brand
new series” of The Hitch-Hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy (BBC Radio 4, from
21 September). “Brand new” here means a radio adaptation of Hitcher books
3, 4 and 5, the ones that didn’t begin as radio scripts. According to the BBC,
Adams is featured “thanks to the wonders of digital technology. Douglas
always intended to play the part of Agrajag and recorded himself in the part a
few years ago.” These digital wonders consist not of voice-simulating
supercomputers but simple cut-and-paste from the great man’s taped reading
of his books. [BB]
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• Meanwhile, the BBC couldn’t reach agreement with Terry Nation’s estate
(which wanted “unacceptable levels of editorial control”) about use of the
Daleks in the new Dr Who series. So these favourite villains won’t appear.
[BB]
C.o.A. Interzone, TTA Press, 5 Martins Lane, Witcham, Ely, Cambs, CB6
2LB. Christina Lake & Doug Bell, 35 Gyllyng St, Falmouth, Cornwall, TR11
3EL. Margaret Little, 12 Meadowbank Close, Stevenage Rd, London, SW6
6PD. Patrick & Teresa Nielsen Hayden, 201 31st St #1, Brooklyn, NY
11232-1809, USA. David Pringle, 47 Forest Rd, Selkirk, Borders, TD7 5DA.
(Send him no more Interzone submissions, please!)
The Science Fiction Museum in Seattle had its grand opening on 18 June.
Your reporter, straining his telepathic receptors from thousands of miles
away, dimly gleaned that it’s quite impressive.
A203 Updates. Brian McNaughton died on 13 May, not 14 May; he was 68.
• Horia Ursu of Romania illuminates the Language Lesson’s collective noun
for penguins in the water, “a raft”, and Ansible’s vision of bobbing Penguin
books: “As a curiosity, in Romanian, ‘raft’ means ‘bookshelf’. How about
this? In a parallel world, where Romanians rule the world, the term is
absolutely fit.” A Sidewise Award nomination awaits!
• Tim Kirk, like several million others, wrote: “To correct or at least provide
original attribution for Brian Aldiss, ‘So funny it was banned in Norway’
might have been used by Lost In Translation (but not that I’d heard of); was
definitely used for Life of Brian in Sweden though ...” By Jove, could that
tricky fellow Mr Aldiss have been jesting?
Thog’s Masterclass. Zero Tolerance Dept (or, The Wages of Washing). “I
merely refer you to our ‘Code of Light’ drawn up in the dark days of 1979
[...] if a girl comes home here covered in oil and grease or the soil itself she
can travel unmolested. Otherwise she is liable to get picked up on a trumped
vice charge [...] such as being a ‘person of known vicious private habits
loitering for immoral purposes etc’.” (Paul Charkin, The Living Gem, 1963)
[ARRRR]
• Dept of Urban Metamorphosis. “Like a man in wonderland Gordon Drew
watched them for a while, then he went further up the main street and finally
turned into a small teashop.” (Hugo Blayn [John Russell Fearn], Flashpoint,
1950) [SH]
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• Bearded Lady Dept. “At least his face was unmarked; in the bandages it
looked like an unshaven nun’s face” (Ramsey Campbell, Ancient Images,
1989) [LC]
• Hazards of Smoking Dept. “Smith struck a match and relighted his pipe. He
began to pace the room again. His eyes were literally on fire.” (Sax Rohmer,
The Mystery of Dr Fu Manchu, 1913) [LC]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 9 Jul: Birmingham SF Group, Britannia Hotel (second floor),
New St. Dr Jack Cohen talks at 7:45pm.
• 27 Jul: SF Book Group, Waterstone’s, 13-14 Princes Street, Edinburgh. 67pm; free to all. Discussing The Left Hand of Darkness.
Ray Bradbury Again. His April testimony to the US President’s
Commission on Implementation on U.S. Space Exploration Policy appears on
line in Astrobiology Magazine.
The Incompleat Bruce Gillespie – see above – is also available in Australia,
for $A10 to Bill Wright, Unit 4, 1 Park St, St Kilda West, VIC 3182; and in
North America, for $10 to Arnie and Joyce Katz, PMB 152, 330 S Decatur
Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89107, USA.
http://www.users.bigpond.net.au/hirsh/bbb/bbb.html
J.R.R. Tolkien’s work on Oxford English Dictionary etymologies for the
letter W is revealed in the OED’s June newsletter.
Science Fiction Writers Have the Bomb! It must be true, it’s a front-page
headline in The Onion for 24 June 1957....
http://www.theonion.com/history/index.php?issue=4025
Wooden Rocket Awards for sf on the web are announced, again:
http://www.computercrowsnest.com/wooden/index.shtml
Ansible 204 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2004. Thanks for various reasons
to Brian Ameringen, Barbara Barrett, Scott Campbell, Lawrence Conquest,
Ian Covell, Thomas Deimel, Paul di Filippo, Lilian Edwards, Philip Groves,
John Hall, Steve Holland, Jessica Jahiel, Jan Jensen, Dave Lally, Marilee J.
Layman, Peter Mabey, Angus MacDonald, Alexander Newman, Publishers
Lunch, Juri Nummelin, David Pringle, David Redd, A.R.R.R. Roberts,
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Christian Sauve, Boris Sidyuk, Bob Webber, and our Hero Distributors: Rog
Peyton (Brum Group News), Janice Murray (North America), SCIS, and
Alan Stewart (Thyme/Australia). 3 Jul 04.
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at the end of July. I’d be grateful if links could be changed to ansible.co.uk –
just delete the “.demon” bit. The Ansible site remains at
www.dcs.gla.ac.uk/Ansible, and is now mirrored at news.ansible.co.uk.

The Spider Strikes
Ramsey Campbell confides: “The noxious Christopher Barker is now
putting it about that I’ve tampered with the BFS [British Fantasy Society]
awards because a book he published wasn’t nominated.”
Orson Scott Card told the LA Times why few notable sf novels become
films, with particular reference to his own development hell: “The problems
that have plagued Ender’s Game are the same that have plagued other awardwinning science fiction books. Science fiction is set in a world contrary to
our reality, so you have to have an explanation. And explanation time on
screen is unbelievably dull.” [PL] Explain that to me again, Professor Card,
as though I knew nothing of it....
James Doohan is suffering from Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, and diabetes, but
as a farewell to his fans is making one last con appearance, in Hollywood on
28-30 August. On the 31st, he becomes the sixth Trek actor to get a
Hollywood Walk of Fame star. He’s made his peace with William Shatner,
whom he disliked for so many years. [DKMK]
Terry Pratchett assures the world that any alarming reports of his recent
hospital visit are MUCH EXAGGERATED: “What I had was an angioplasty,
where they widen arteries in the heart by going up through your leg (believe
me). No real cutting, no weeks in bed, it’s an out-next-day-job. I gather there
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was some ‘excitement’ because I reacted badly to something or other, but I
was out of it and dreaming of sandwiches and, indeed, was out next day. •
I’m not making a big deal out of this one way or the other. It wasn’t an
emergency operation, although it would have had to be done sooner or later;
it was needed because of the long term effects of high blood pressure I didn’t
know I had, and which is now nice and low because they’ve got the pills
right.” [CS]
Christopher Priest was disconcerted to hear of the new Argosy magazine
(#2, May/June 2004), whose story “Cruelty the Human Heart” by O’Neil De
Noux opens thus: “In my first fifty years of life, I’ve only hated one person.
Truly hated. Christopher Priest, white male, born November 22, 1963. That’s
right, he was born the day John F. Kennedy was killed. No, the president’s
soul wasn’t recycled into Chris Priest, no fuckin’ way.” The story continues
to build up the unpleasantness of this character – who tortures cats, and worse
– until he eventually meets rough justice at the narrator’s hands. Although the
given birthday doesn’t fit either the original Priest or the Christopher Priest
Formerly Known As Jim Owsley (who is black), the British one asked De
Noux whether this choice of character name was sheer coincidence. He
received, with some relief, an apologetic assurance that it was. Rumours of
chortling® sounds from Sherman Oaks, CA, are totally unconfirmed.
Kim Stanley Robinson’s interview in the San Diego Sun-Tribune explained
his reputation: “early in his career he got tagged as a ‘literary science fiction
writer’ – that is, one concerned with the working out of difficult problems in
the near-to middle-future, as opposed to, say, emulsifying extraterrestrials
with high-tech hardware.” (4 July) Our bemused reporter Tony Cullen
remarks: “And there I was thinking he was tagged as a ‘literary sf writer’
because he writes good books.”

Connivent
10 Aug • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London: CANCELLED this month,
says Pat Cadigan, but the event will return on 14 September.
20-23 Aug • Discworld Convention IV, Hanover International Hotel,
Hinckley, Leics. GoH: Guess Who, plus The Usual Suspects. £50 reg.
Contact PO Box 102, Royston, Herts, SG8 7ZJ. 07092 394940.
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25 Aug • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Sean McMullen.
2-6 Sep • Noreascon 4 (62nd Worldcon), Boston, MA. Advance registration
is now closed. $200 at door; children $100. Day: $50 Thur, $75 Fri, $80 Sat,
$80 Sun, $50 Mon (children $25, $35, $40, $40, $25). Contact PO Box 1010,
Framingham, MA 01701, USA.
3 Sep • British Fantasy Society open night, Princess Louise pub, Holborn,
London. 6.30pm onwards. All welcome. Next: 10 Dec.
11-18 Sep • Milford SF Writers’ Conference, Snowdonia. Contact Top
Flat, 8 Bedford St, Kemp Town, Brighton, BN2 1AN.
2-3 Oct • Construction 3 (Interaction staff weekend), to be held “somewhere
in the north of England.” The fourth Construction will be in Glasgow itself,
Spring 2005. Further details to be announced.
16-17 Oct • Octocon 2004 (Irish national con), Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth,
Co.Kildare, Ireland. GoH Tanith Lee; special guest Matt Smith of 2000 AD;
many more. Euro40 reg. Contact Basement Flat, 26 Longford Terrace,
Monkstown, Co. Dublin, Ireland. Sterling cheques: £30 to Dave Lally #2
A/C, 64 Richborne Terrace, London, SW8 1AX.
24-26 Sep • Fantasycon 2004, Quality Hotel, Walsall. £50 reg; £45 for BFS
members and students with ID. Day membership £20, Sat only. Contact
Beech House, Chapel Lane, Multon, Cheshire, CW9 8PQ.
Rumblings • The Scottish Convention, I mean the 2005 Glasgow Worldcon
(Interaction), has appointed Colin Harris as co-chair alongside existing chair
Vince Docherty. Half the buck stops here!

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. At last our genre has found an antidote to the austere
intellectual chill of Star Wars and Star Trek, thanks to Will Smith’s
performance in I, Robot. According to Bruce Snyder, head of distribution at
20th Century Fox: “He’s just so likable, he takes something like science
fiction, which can be a little cold, and he makes it warm and entertaining.”
(BBC News) [EM]
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Awards. John W. Campbell Memorial: Jack McDevitt’s Omega, with Justina
Robson’s Natural History as runner-up.
• Wodehouse Prize for comic fiction (a case of Bollinger champagne from
one sponsor, the complete Everyman P.G. Wodehouse from the other, and a
Gloucester Old Spot pig): Jasper Fforde, The Well of Lost Plots. Winners
don’t get the actual live pig, presented in memory of the Empress of
Blandings, but receive “a large fibreglass pig on wheels to keep for a year.”
R.I.P. John Barron (1920-2004), UK TV actor, died on 3 July aged 83. He
had an uncredited role as a subeditor in The Day the Earth Caught Fire
(1961), and appeared in many genre TV productions including Doomwatch
(1970), Timeslip (1970), and Whoops Apocalypse (1982). [GD]
• Jackson Beck (1912-2004), US radio broadcaster who introduced over
1,600 episodes of the Superman radio show (Voices: “It’s a bird! It’s a
plane!” Beck: “It’s Superman!”), died on 28 July aged 92. He was also the
voice of Bluto in 300+ Popeye cartoons. [BB]
• Paula Danziger (1944-2004), prolific US children’s novelist whose sf
venture was the romance This Place Has No Atmosphere (1986), died on July
8 following a June heart attack. [SFS]
• Sam McKim (1925-2004), Disney artist who first sketched Disneyland,
other Disney parks, and the company’s 1964-5 World’s Fair exhibits, died on
July 9. [SFS]
• Jerry Goldsmith (1929-2004), US composer of film music who won an
Oscar for his 1976 Omen score, died from cancer on 21 July; he was 75.
Other genre films with Oscar-nominated Goldsmith scores are Poltergeist,
Star Trek: The Motion Picture, and Planet of the Apes. He had many other
sf/fantasy credits (e.g. Alien) and also wrote the music for the original TV
The Twilight Zone. [PC]
• John Cullen Murphy (1919-2004), US artist/illustrator who drew the
Arthurian Prince Valiant strip (now 67 years old) since 1970, died on 2 July
aged 85. [PDF]
• “Blotto” Otto Pfeiffer, long-time US fan, died on 23 July; he was in his
mid-70s. Mark Manning writes: “Early member of Fabulous Seattle Fandom
beginning in the ’50s, active in Cry of the Nameless, SAPS, the Nameless
Ones, and (I believe) Seacon, correspondent to many fans during his heyday,
editor of such ’zines as WRR and BOG, and maker of absolutely wretched
puns.”
• Pat Roach (1943-2004), Birmingham-born wrestler and actor who appeared
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in A Clockwork Orange, three Indiana Jones films, Never Say Never Again,
Willow, Conan the Destroyer and others, died from cancer on 17 July; he was
61. [BB]
• Irvin S. Yeaworth Jr (1926-2004), US film director responsible for The Blob
(1958) and 4D Man (1959), died in a car accident on 19 July. He was 78.
[PDF]
• Noraki Yuasa (1933-2004), who directed 7 of the 8 “Gamera” films, died of
a stroke on 14 June aged 71. The giant flying turtle Gamera was Godzilla’s
main rival for 1960s Japanese audiences’ affection. Simo writes: “I met him
in LA in 1999 where he was clearly thrilled to be feted by western fans. He
was a delight to interview, even via a translator.”
Publishers and Sinners. Jo Fletcher of Orion/Gollancz became engaged to
Ian Drury of (keeping it in the family) Orion/Weidenfeld & Nicolson, during
a Turkish holiday in June: “I am incredibly happy.” Wedding expected next
Spring.
• Jonathan Weir, late of Amazon.co.uk and HarperCollins, has joined the
same family as Gollancz’s latest publicity manager, replacing Nicola Sinclair.
• Lucy Dixon left Hodder & Stoughton publicity on 16 July and moved to
John Murray.
As Others See Us II. The New York Times magazine marvels at the
promotion of Susanna Clarke’s Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell: “This sort of
push by a publisher is not so unusual for a big first novel. But it is curious for
a big first novel about dueling magicians that is uncompromisingly literary
without being shy about taking the genre seriously. And her novel is being
published with none of the fantasy trappings, none of the comforting
camouflage that it is for children. It is being published, well, like a regular
book.” [HC] Good heavens!
Random Fandom. Brian Aldiss received this year’s First Fandom Hall of
Fame Award.
• John D. Berry & Eileen Gunn are briefly visiting London (and then Prague)
in late September.
• Ron Gemmell wants to return to the fanzine scene after the equivalent of
“trekking round Tibet for the last ten years”: 8 Kinsale Dr, Locking Stumps,
Warrington, Cheshire, WA3 6LX.
• Steve Green prepared a list of fanzines eligible for the Nova Award, so that
interested voters could request copies, and is miffed that the Plokta News
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Network censored all the street addresses owing to nebulous fear of putting
this information on line.
• Patrick & Teresa Nielsen Hayden had a flood in the basement of their new
Brooklyn apartment on 7 July; many books and fanzines were rescued from
copious warm water released by a broken heater valve. [LN] Eerily, the
Langford cellar was (harmlessly) flooded by a Reading cloudburst on 27
June....
• Bill Pearson was less lucky; his house in Mayer, Arizona, burned to the
ground on the night of 2/3 July. “I’ve been an avid collector for fifty years.
No one will ever know the extent of what went up in flames that day. In
financial terms, I estimate the total value in today’s dollars at somewhere
between a quarter and a half million dollars. But to a few of us in this world
who truly appreciate original art and other rare items, some of it would be
considered priceless.” Ouch. Steve Stiles adds: “Bill was the co-editor, with
Dan Adkins, of the mid-fifties fanzine Sata Illustrated, probably the best
illustrated and reproduced dittoed fanzine of all time. He’s also the current
editor of Witzend, founded by the late artist Wallace Wood.”
Silly Season. After generating vast publicity with reports that the new Doctor
Who can’t feature the Daleks owing to deadlock with Terry Nation’s estate,
the BBC announces that a deal has been struck and the fabled cyborg
exterminators will appear after all. (BBC News, 4 Aug)
Cyberbullies (remember Fandom.com?) still stalk the land, closing harmless
Harry Potter fan sites and claiming that established fragments of our language
are protected intellectual property. That is, lawyers representing the Lord of
the Rings film companies are busily menacing the owner of the
Shiremail.com domain: because, you see, “Shire” is Tolkien’s very own word
which was his. Anyone daring to use it must be trading on valuable LOTR
“goodwill”, despite its having been around for a millennium or so. [R] People
with domain names containing other uniquely Tolkienian words – like elf,
dwarf, orc, one, ring, or Sam – should start preparing their defences now.
Looking at all those Fords on the official Middle-Earth map, I fear for
davidlangford.co.uk ...
Science Masterclass. Dept of Temporal Anomaly. “‘It’s not clear to me how
I was able to foresee the future’. / ‘As I pointed out,’ Dr Burr said with an air
of impatience, ‘you crossed the interstellar dateline of time. In doing so your
mind approached a future date while your body remained in the present.’”
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(Robert Tralins, The Cosmozoids, 1966) [AR]
Small Press. Albedo One’s unpublished-story contest has a Euro1000 prize.
6,000 words max, $2/Euro3 entry fee, to Aeon Award, PO Box 5861,
Fairview, Dublin 3, Ireland. Shortlist deadlines bimonthly from end Sep 04 to
end Mar 05. E-submissions allowed. Further tortuous details at
www.albedo1.com.
• Orbital: I hate to speculate that a magazine about sf has gone under before
its first issue, but editor Steve Williams’s unbroken silence in recent months
is not encouraging. Nor is the website, with its promise of topical Venus
transit coverage in a June issue that no one has seen....
• Premonitions 2004 (sf, horror, poetry, art) is described as a “relaunch
issue”: 60pp A4, £4.50 ($13 overseas) to Tony Lee, Pigasus Press, 13 Hazely
Combe, Arreton, Isle of Wight, PO30 3AJ.
Sic, Sic, Sic. My favourite moment in media coverage of the CassiniHuygens mission came from UK Meridian local news, which unexpectedly
highlighted the artistic angle: “... the probe was named after Christiaan
Huygens who discovered Titian.” [C]
Outraged Letters. Ramsey Campbell on his unshaven nun, cited last issue:
“Thogged at last! In mitigation I can only quote the poster for Devils of
Monza: ‘She was no ordinary nun.’” (Eileen Gunn adds: “You might mention
to Thog that shaved nuns were quite a hot item of sexual interest last time I
was in New York City, but I believe they are passé now. The unshaven ones
aroused no one’s curiosity. How different life is from literature....”)
• Jayne Dearsley of SFX feels all fannish: “I interviewed G.P. Taylor last
week – author of Shadowmancer and Wormwood – and boy, was he great!
I’ve never so much as spoken to a Reverend before, and I’ve also never
before done an interview without a single double entendre....”
• Steve Green nitpicks: “Surprised you omitted mention of the dire The Island
of Doctor Moreau (1996) in your Brando obit; plastered in white pancake
makeup, his Moreau resembled nothing more than the bastard son of Barbara
Cartland and Daddy Warbucks.”
• Steve Sneyd on Ray Bradbury’s wrath at Fahrenheit 9/11: “Re Bradbury
title adaptation fugue shock horror story ... Radio 2’s new series started 3
July: ‘Barefoot in the Head – Surprising Story of Balearica’. Aldiss as Ibiza
raver? Next: ‘Oryx and Crake – the Amazing Stories of The Animals and The
Byrds’?”
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C.o.A. John Bray, 10 Cathcart Drive, Orpington, Kent, BR6 8BX. Marion
Pitman, 97 Liverpool Rd, Reading, RG1 3PN.
Editorial. That restless urge to reprint Langfordiana is coming over me
again. I’ve had a column in every issue of SFX since its 1995 launch; it’s
time to assemble them into a book. Students of SFX cover layout will know
why this should be called The SEX Column and other misprints. Also due
from Cosmos Books: a reissue of my sf novel The Space Eater with a new
cover by the great David A. Hardy! The terms of the Hardy/Langford Pact
now compel me to mention his latest art book Futures (AAPPL, 2004) and
the Best Related Book Hugo in the same sentence.
Our Men with the Popcorn. John Bark: “Hayao Miyazaki’s Howl’s Moving
Castle (Hauru no ugoku shiro) will be the first animated movie for 30 years
to compete for the Golden Lion at the Venice Film Festival, 1-11 Sept
(Observer 1 Aug).”
• Joe McNally: “I hope you’ve spotted that I, Robot has been released to the
Hispanophone market as Yo, Robot ...”
• Sir Laurence Olivier, 15 years dead, is being dragged from his grave (or
rather, from footage in various old films) to command a killer robot horde in
the sf flick Sky Captain and the World of Tomorrow, “speaking” new
dialogue recorded by another actor. [BB] Hollywood has at last realized that
deceased stars can’t demand a percentage of the gross.
Coincidence? A 24 July Independent crossword had a hidden theme of sf
authors’ names, deviously clued without definition – from Asimov to
Wyndham. These ran round the crossword’s perimeter, which was filled out
with the words SEEMED and SATANISM. H’mm!
A204 Update. Simo on the obits: “Max J. Rosenberg was not a producer on
Hammer’s The Curse of Frankenstein as widely reported but merely sold
Hammer a different Frankenstein script a few years before. His importance to
the genre is that his company Amicus was Hammer’s only serious rival in the
British horror boom of the 1960s and 1970s.”
• Hideous National Insults! Many Australian fans wrote in to protest my
ignorance of bilbies, long-eared marsupials which Down Under are replacing
the hated rabbit as an Easter symbol. Many Irish fans were appalled that
David Lee Stone called Eoin Colfer a “Brit”; Mr Stone is now writing out
1,000 times, “Wexford is not part of the British Isles.”
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Thog’s Masterclass. Neat Tricks Dept. “‘You will manually feel this object
with your left hand,’ he said to himself, ‘and at the same time you will look at
it with your right.’” (Philip K. Dick, A Scanner Darkly, 1977) [DW]
• Dept of Cruel and Unusual Geometry. “The casket was a cube. It was about
a meter and a half long, a half-meter wide, another half-meter deep.” (Robert
Wells, Spacejacks, 1975) [CS]
• “... the dull-red mists seemed to flow together, enclosing the three sides of a
circle.” (Murray Leinster, The Forgotten Planet, 1954) [AW]
• Dept of This Won’t Hurt A Bit. “She looked away, then let him slide gently
into the corner of her eye.” (Isaac Asimov, “Satisfaction Guaranteed”, 1951)
[MD]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 13 Aug, evening: Birmingham SF Group Summer Social –
fully booked, so forget it....
• 18 Aug, 7pm: Robert Rankin talk/event/happening, Waterstone’s, Broad St,
Reading. Tickets £3, redeemable against purchase of Knees Up Mother
Earth.
• 31 Aug, 6-7pm: Edinburgh SF Book Group, basement of Waterstone’s, 1314 Princes Street. Discussing Diana Wynne Jones’s Fire and Hemlock. All
welcome.
• 10 Sep: Birmingham SF Group, usual venue and time. Bryan Talbot’s Heart
of Empire slide show.
Ursula Le Guin’s Book Expo speech (mentioned last issue) can, as Vonda
McIntyre points out, be read on the web:
http://www.harcourtbooks.com/AuthorInterviews/LeGuinBEASpech.asp.
Iä! Iä! 419! Old news now, but I like it. Denny Lien notes another strange
encounter on-line, as a classic “Nigerian” scammer attempts to woo one
Randolph Carter of Arkham, Massachusetts, who has other and more eldritch
matters on his mind: http://www.geocities.com/steerp1ke/David_Ehi.html.
Ansible 205 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2004. Thanks to Barbara Barrett,
Michael Carroll, Paul Ciszek, CIX, Harry Connolly, Gordon Davie, Mike
Deckinger, Paul Di Filippo, Martin Hoare, Ian Jones, David K.M. Klaus,
Earle Martin, Lydia Nickerson, Publishers Lunch, The Register, Adam
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Roberts, SF Site, Colin Smythe, Cally Soukup, Dennis Walker, Adam
Woodcraft, Arthur Wyatt, and our Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum
Group News), Janice Murray (North America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart
(Thyme/Australia). 5 Aug 04.
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Ansible 206, September 2004
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU.
http://ansible.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X
(online). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Joe Mayhew. Available for SAE,
freans, nurks, or flying snolls.
Noreascon 4. Some 5,600 people attended the Worldcon in Boston. To those
of us enviously watching via the net, the lucky sods all seemed to be having
huge fun.... Guests of honour Terry Pratchett, Jack Speer, William Tenn and
Peter Weston reportedly performed well.
Hugo Awards for the best of 2003: NOVEL Lois McMaster Bujold, Paladin of
Souls. NOVELLA Vernor Vinge, “The Cookie Monster” (Analog, Oct).
NOVELETTE Michael Swanwick, “Legions in Time” (Asimov’s, Apr). SHORT
Neil Gaiman, “A Study in Emerald” (Shadows over Baker Street). RELATED
BOOK John Grant, Elizabeth L. Humphrey, and Pamela D. Scoville, eds, The
Chesley Awards for SF and Fantasy Art: A Retrospective. PRO EDITOR
Gardner Dozois. PRO ARTIST Bob Eggleton. DRAMATIC (LONG) The Lord of the
Rings: The Return of the King. DRAMATIC (SHORT) Gollum’s Acceptance
Speech at the 2003 MTV Movie Awards. SEMI-PROZINE Locus. FANZINE
Emerald City. FAN WRITER: Dave Langford. FAN ARTIST Frank Wu. JOHN W.
CAMPBELL AWARD (not a Hugo): Jay Lake. SPECIAL COMMITTEE AWARD Erwin
(“Filthy Pierre”) Strauss. • Later I heard that I’d been a running gag in Neil
Gaiman’s MC patter during the Hugos. Neil: “I talked about the Mysteries
and Secrets of the Hugos which, if studied, tend to make one believe that
somehow, one Dave Langford is at the bottom of everything (but one must
not think these things, I said, that way lies madness) ...” Uncannily, at the
Discworld con two weeks before, I’d been appointed Guild Leader of the
Plumbers & Dunnikindivers, with special responsibility for monitoring Mr
Pratchett’s bowel movements – so I was indeed at the bottom of everything.
Retro Hugos for 1953 sf, as not presented in 1954: NOVEL Ray Bradbury,
Fahrenheit 451. NOVELLA James Blish, “A Case of Conscience”. NOVELETTE
James Blish, “Earthman, Come Home”. SHORT Arthur C. Clarke, “The Nine
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Billion Names of God”. RELATED BOOK Wernher von Braun, Fred L. Whipple
& Willy Ley, Conquest of the Moon. PRO EDITOR John W. Campbell, Jr. PRO
ARTIST Chesley Bonestell. DRAMATIC (SHORT) The War of the Worlds. FANZINE
Slant. FAN WRITER Bob Tucker.
Japan won the 2007 Worldcon bidding with 935 votes to 692 for Columbus,
Ohio – more below. A two-year bid period is now in effect, so 2008 will be
voted at L.A.con IV in 2006, and there will be no site selection at Glasgow
next year (but both Interaction and L.A.con members can vote on 2008; one
fan, one vote). Future Worldcon bids include Chicago and Denver for 2008,
Kansas City and Montreal for 2009, and (now a year old) Australia for 2010.
Washington DC is a 2011 possibility, if hotels are built near the convention
centre.

The Silent Multitude
Brian Aldiss makes another comeback: “I have returned safely from my visit
to Albania. My third visit. There is still no SF to be had there. However, I did
discover (along with about fifty others) a Lost City! This is the lost city of
Buktrint, founded by Rome four centuries BC. They’re still hacking it out of
the forest. A magical place....”
Gardner Dozois and Susan Casper were in a cab accident on 31 Aug; Susan
emerged unscathed but Gardner’s right shoulder was broken in three places.
A 2 Sep op repaired the joint with a titanium bolt. Both missed the Worldcon;
much sympathy! [JK/E] Gardner writes: “Have my arm strapped up and am
typing one-handed, but things could be worse.”
Terry Pratchett, already interrogated about Hugoesque longings at the
Discworld con, dropped pleadingly to his knees as Hugo-maker Peter Weston
interviewed him in Boston. Peter: “I have Hugos. You have lots of money.
We can come together.” Terry also confessed that until he began writing YA
novels, he had received no reward for his work, except of course a pile of
money the size of St Paul’s Cathedral.
Adam Roberts marvels: “The workload of my summer has magically
lightened. I had planned to spend it writing a new novel for Gollancz, to be
called Gradisil. I had thought that this novel was not yet half completed. But
checking the French Amazon site amazon.fr I discover that it has verily been
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finished, published and indeed sold out.”
J.K. Rowling’s Edinburgh Festival spot received national newspaper
coverage, raptly recording her answer when asked which character was most
like herself. “Hermione ... is an exaggeration of how I was when I was
younger. Harry is a bit like me. If you squeeze together Harry, Ron and
Hermione ...” Hopes that this would continue with “Voldemort is also a bit
like me” were dashed when Rowling denounced her creation Dolores
Umbridge. “I am absolutely not like her. She is a horrible woman.” (Julian
Hall, The Independent, 17 Aug)
Robert Sawyer sees the End Times: “I would not be encouraging a young
person today to be entering science fiction as a profession. I do have a fear
that the science-fiction novel is as much an artifact of the 20th century as
Victorian literature was of the 19th [...] No matter how hard you yell ‘clear’
and go for the defibrillator paddle, you still can’t get that spark of life going
again.” (Toronto Globe & Mail, 8 Sep) [WD]

Condiddle
14 Sep • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Guests TBA.
11-18 Sep • Milford SF Writers’ Conference, Snowdonia. Contact Top
Flat, 8 Bedford St, Kemp Town, Brighton, BN2 1AN.
17-19 Sep • Wadfest 2004 (Discworld), Callow Top Holiday Park,
Ashbourne, Derbyshire. £12.50 reg; camping accommodation. Contact (SAE)
210 College St, Long Eaton, Notts, NG10 4GW.
18 Sep • Whitchurch Fireworks (nr Pangbourne) run by the usual fannish
suspects. Gates open 5:30pm. Firing 8pm. Beer tent etc.
22 Sep • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Cory Doctorow.
24-26 Sep • Fantasycon 2004, Quality Hotel, Walsall. £50 reg; £45 for BFS
members and students with ID. Day membership £20, Sat only. Contact
Beech House, Chapel Lane, Multon, Cheshire, CW9 8PQ.
2-3 Oct • Construction 3 (Interaction staff weekend), to be held “somewhere
in the north of England.” The fourth Construction will be in Glasgow itself,
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Spring 2005. Further details to be announced.
16-17 Oct • Octocon 2004 (Irish national con), Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth,
Co.Kildare, Ireland. Euro40 reg. Contact Basement Flat, 26 Longford
Terrace, Monkstown, Co. Dublin, Ireland. Sterling cheques: £30 to Dave
Lally #2 A/C, 64 Richborne Terrace, London, SW8 1AX.
25-27 Feb 05 • Redemption 05 (B5/B7), Hanover International Hotel,
Hinckley. Now £50 reg, £55 at door. Day: £30, or £35 at door. Contact 26
Kings Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
11-13 Mar 05 • DeciKon: AKFT 10 (Trek), Fircroft Hotel, Bournemouth.
£20 reg to 7 Oct; £25 to 6 Jan; £30 thereafter. Rooms approx £33 pppn.
Contact 12 Greenfield Rd, London, N15 5EP. 0208 801 8867.
23-27 Aug 06 • L.A.con IV (64th Worldcon), Anaheim, California. $125 reg,
rising to $150 on 12 Sep. Contact L.A.con IV, c/o SCIFI Inc, PO Box 8442,
Van Nuys, CA 91409, USA.
30 Aug - 3 Sep 07 • Nippon 2007 (65th Worldcon), Yokohama, Japan. GoH
Sakyo Komatsu & David Brin (authors), Yoshitaka Amano & Michael
Whelan (artists), Takumi Shibano (fan). $160 reg to 31 Dec; presupporters
$100; other discounts for site voters etc. Contact TBA.
Rumblings • Future Eurocons. At Eurocon 2004, Kiev (Ukraine) beat a late
Moscow bid to hold the 2006 event. 2007 bids to date: Denmark, Ireland,
Sweden. 2008: Russia and Hungary may bid. [DLa] • Discworld Con 2004:
the charity auction raised over £10,000 for the Orangutan Foundation. A fifth
DWcon was announced for 2006.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Our wonderful British press is warming up for next year’s
Worldcon, with Alison Rowat of The Herald reckoning she can “confidently
predict that come next August, when the 83rd [sic] World Science-Fiction
Convention opens its doors in Glasgow, there will not be an anorak, a roll of
tin foil or an anal probe to be had this side of the Cairngorms.” Deeper
analysis follows: “According to excited tourism officials, the planet’s biggest
sci-fi bash will bring 6000 visitors and £4m to the city. What the mad fools
fail to appreciate is the risk involved in rolling out the red carpet to people
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who are, to a man – and they are all men – wired directly to Mars.” And so
on, and on: “... what’s the betting bin Laden has a well-worn DVD of Plan
Nine From Outer Space in his cave or a natty pair of mail order Vulcan
ears?” [DLo]
Booker Prize. The 2004 longlist of 22 novels includes David Mitchell’s
borderline/slipstream Cloud Atlas as the bookies’ favourite, and Susanna
Clarke’s historical fantasy Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell as one of four
“joint second favourites”. The shortlist should be announced on 21
September, and the winner on 19 October. (BBC News) JS&MrN is also
longlisted for the Guardian First Book Award.
R.I.P. Elmer Bernstein (1922-2004), prolific Hollywood composer whose
genre credits included Ghostbusters (1984), died on 18 August aged 82.
While briefly under a cloud in the McCarthy years, he scored such lowbudget films as Robot Monster and Cat Women of the Moon (both 1953).
• Michael Elder (1931-2004), Scots actor and author whose 1970s sf novels
mostly appeared in Robert Hale editions aimed at the UK library market, died
on 28 July; he was 73. [PD]
• George Flynn (1936-2004), long-time stalwart of the New England SF
Association and master proofreader at NESFA Press, died on 29 August. He
was 68. Geri Sullivan writes: “I dedicate the missing ‘h’ in ‘Massachusetts’
on page 1 of the Noreascon 4 Souvenir Book to his memory.”
• Pete Graham, US academic librarian and fan, died on 12 August after a
long bout with lymphoma. He was 65. Robert Lichtman writes: “Many of
you will remember Pete from his primary period of [fanzine] activity in the
’50s. Later he was co-editor with Terry Carr of the early issues of Lighthouse,
and still later one of the many co-editors of Void.”
• Robert Lewin (1920-2004), US screenwriter who wrote episodes of Star
Trek: TNG and The Man from Atlantis, died on 28 August. [SFS]
• Susan Peretz (1945-2004), US actress whose best-known genre appearance
was in Poltergeist II (1986), died from breast cancer on 27 August; she was
59. [BB]
• Seymour Robbie (1920-2004), US TV and film director responsible for
episodes of The Man from U.N.C.L.E. and Lost in Space (among hundreds of
other shows), died on 17 June; he was 84. [AIP]
• Peter Woodthorpe (1931-2004), UK actor who voiced Gollum in both BBC
Radio 4 adaptations of The Lord of the Rings and in the Ralph Bakshi
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animation, died on 12 August aged 72. [GD]
• Fay Wray (1907-2004), US actress eternally famous for her part in King
Kong (1933), died on 8 August aged 96. She also appeared in Doctor X
(1932) and The Vampire Bat (1933, which partly inspired Batman). [O/SG]
Thog’s Maths Masterclass. Melvyn Bragg explains pi on BBC Radio 4:
“the longest number in nature.” (In Our Time, 2 Sep)
Mythopoeic Awards for 2003: ADULT LITERATURE Robin McKinley,
Sunshine. CHILDREN’S Clare B. Dunkle, The Hollow Kingdom. SCHOLARSHIP
(INKLINGS) John Garth, Tolkien and the Great War. SCHOLARSHIP (OTHER) John
Lawrence & Robert Jewett, The Myth of the American Superhero.
As Others See Us II. The Daily Record warns that reading fantasy may be
bad for your sex life: “Penguin books quizzed 1000 females about the holiday
reads they would look for in a mate. / They found fantasy fiction like JK
Rowling’s series, JRR Tolkien’s Lord Of The Rings and Terry Pratchett’s
Discworld novels put girls off. / Sex and relationships expert Tracey Cox [...]
said men escaping into alternative realities appear to have less grip on the real
world.” [GF] Oh dear!
Rhysling Awards for sf/fantasy poetry: LONG Theodora Goss, “Octavia Is
Lost in the Hall of Masks” (Mythic Delirium, 2003). SHORT Roger Dutcher,
“Just Distance” (Tales of the Unanticipated, 7/03).
Random Fandom. Chris “Fangorn” Baker, summoned at incredibly short
notice by Steven Spielberg, has flown to LA to work on storyboards and
design for The War of the Worlds until (probably) Christmas. [PW]
• Cat Coast & Dave Hicks announce the birth of Penelope Susan Coast Hicks
on 21 August. “Mother and daughter are fine. Father will sober up any day
now.”
• Howard DeVore went into hospital with a “massive heart attack” on 4
August, and has been recovering at home with the help of oxygen. [DLo]
• Steve Green tolls another bell: “The British Amateur Press Association, the
UK’s oldest surviving APA, was officially wound up at its AGM on 17 August.
Although its 25th anniversary mailing in 2003 proved a major success [...]
recent mailings had suffered from general lethargy and the lure of alternative
forums for comics fans on the internet.”
• Kim Huett bragged on 30 August: “I was bitten by a marmoset last week.”
• Pádraig Ó Méalóid of Irish SF News was married on 13 August: “as I am
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not a cruel man, Deirdre will be keeping her own name....”
• Pat McMurray can no longer cope with Memory Hole Annexe, a mass of sf
con memorabilia “held in trust for UK fandom”, and was seeking some UK
fan prepared to take charge of 3 cubic metres of material and “promise to
pass it on to someone appropriate when the time comes.” A rescue committee
has since been formed.
• Shelby Vick was reported as “stable” in hospital after surgery following a
horrific car crash on 29 August. [rb]
Sidewise Awards for alternate history: LONG Murray Davies, Collaborator;
SHORT Chris Roberson, “O One” (Live Without a Net). [SFS]
• But Laura Miller of the NY Times puts alternate history in its place: “Just as
counterfactuals employ too much imagination to qualify as historical works,
alternate history often labors under too great a load of artificial ‘facts’ to take
flight as fiction. It is one thing to create a novel of ideas, and another to
produce a novel that’s a mere vehicle for its ideas, and this, more than any
preoccupation with technology, is what gets alternative history lumped with
the lesser forms of science fiction.” [GG]
In Typo Veritas. “It didn’t take him long to decide that Terran was the ideal
language for the Blue Demons, despite the fact that the structure of their
mouths and the shape of their tongues made it impossible for them to utter
explosives.” (Mike Resnick, “Cobbling Together A Solution”, Amazing
Stories #604, 2004) [JdV]
Prometheus Award for libertarian sf: F. Paul Wilson, Sims.
As Others See Us III. Michel Basilières takes a crack at Philip K. Dick in his
weblog – skipping over the issue of his unevenness with a flat “Dick was a
terrible writer” (who “rarely made sense”), and deftly generalizing to sf as a
whole: “The genre is obviously low-grade escapism written for simpleminded
adults or, at best, clever kids. Never mind any claims its writers may make
for legitimacy, no matter on what grounds or with what evidence. Simply
look at the reams of crap flowing through the bookstores like so many Big
Macs – Billions Served! – and the truth becomes obvious. Or just look at the
book covers.” Tra la.
Seiun Awards for sf in Japanese translation: NOVEL David Brin, Heaven’s
Reach. SHORT STORY Ted Chiang, “Hell Is the Absence of God”. MEDIA The
Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers. [L]
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We Are Everywhere. “Golf courses, how vile they are. They resemble
distant planets, inadequately terraformed by ignorant but powerful alien
beings.” (Will Self, The Independent, 14 Aug)
Gaylactic Spectrum Awards for positively gender-bending sf: NOVEL Nalo
Hopkinson, The Salt Roads; SHORT Barth Anderson “Lark till Dawn,
Princess”; OTHER (tie): Angels in America (TV) and Gotham Central #6-#10:
Half a Life by Greg Rucka & Michael Lark. [SFS]
Outraged Letters. Stephen Baxter: “Did you notice the 12 pages the
Grauniad devoted yesterday (26 Aug) to science fiction? Unfortunately it
was sf as voted for by scientists, who, with all respect, knew nothing about sf
and didn’t like what they did know.... About as useful as surveying
theologians for their views on synchronised swimming!”
• Michael Swanwick heard a joke while waiting for the Hugo ceremony to
start: “Q. How many Hugo nominees does it take to change a lightbulb? A.
It’s an honor just to be in the presence of the lightbulb.”
More Award Shortlists. World Fantasy Awards novel finalists: K.J. Bishop,
The Etched City; Kij Johnson, Fudoki; Ian R. MacLeod, The Light Ages; Jeff
VanderMeer, Veniss Underground; Jo Walton, Tooth and Claw.
• British Fantasy Awards novel finalists (August Derleth award): Simon
Clark, Vampyrrhic Rites; Christopher Fowler, Full Dark House; Jon
Courtenay Grimwood, Felaheen; James Herbert, Nobody True; Peter Straub,
lost boy lost girl; Liz Williams, The Poison Master.
C.o.A. Stephen Baxter has moved, er, somewhere. New Scientist, Lacon
House, 84 Theobald’s Rd, London, WC1X 8NS.
“Is Science Fiction About To Go Blind?” asks Popular Science associate
editor Gregory Mone, apparently worried that this may be a symptom of too
much fondling of one’s Singularity. Naturally his concern focuses on that
“faction of geeky writers” comprising Charles Stross and Cory Doctorow.
A205 Update. Dave Hipple argues that Thog’s quote from A Scanner Darkly
was intentionally deranged, as the contributor should have seen.
Smudgy-Letter Day. On 20 August I forgot to celebrate the 25th anniversary
of Ansible, first published for the 1979 Brighton Worldcon.
Thog’s Masterclass. Spare Parts Dept. “Britt pushed her capri pants down
over her sweeping hips. After peeling off her long, shapely legs, she
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straightened and stretched her nude body luxuriously.” (Adam Coulter,
Debauchee, 1963) [G]
• Strange Gestation Dept. “Jenella was Natalon’s wife. As she was very
pregnant, Sis had stood in for her ever since the families had moved up to the
Camp, six months ago.” (Anne & Todd McCaffrey, Dragon’s Kin, 2003).
[TW]
• Neat Tricks Dept. “My tongue clove to the roof of my mouth, but I managed
the one word, ‘Immortality!’” (Milton Lesser, Secret of the Black Planet,
1965) [AR]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 10 Sep: Birmingham SF Group, Britannia Hotel, New St.
7:45pm. Bryan Talbot’s Heart of Empire slide show.
• 28 Sep: SF Book Group, Waterstone’s, Princes St, Edinburgh. 6-7pm.
Discussing Sandman: The Doll’s House. All welcome.
• 8 Oct: Birmingham SF Group again, with Stephen Hunt.
• 22 Nov (previews) to 2 Apr 05: His Dark Materials returns to the National
Theatre, dir Nicholas Hytner. Box office 020 7252 3000.
http://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk

Noreascon 4. The official at-convention weblog remains on line at
http://noreascon4.blogs.com/live/ The Boston Globe coverage was less
alarming than we traditionally expect:
http://www.boston.com/ae/books/articles/2004/09/04/fans_gather_to_live_out_their_fanta
Editorial. That Hugo speech, delivered by Martin Hoare: “Dave Langford
sends grateful thanks from far-off Reading. It seems that 24 is his lucky
number today. 24 years ago the TransAtlantic Fan Fund gave him a free trip
to Noreascon II in Boston, where he didn’t win a Hugo, and now he has his
24th. He’s trying to give them up. Dave’s latest scheme to ruin his reputation
and lose future Hugos is to sell out to Hollywood. Yes, there are plans afoot
for Ansible: The Movie! The Ansible connection will consist of a brief shot of
the title artwork, after which it’s all shoot-outs and car chases, and Dave
Langford will be played by Will Smith. The scene where Dave gets woken by
a phone call at 4am has been cut ... at least, THAT’S WHAT HE THINKS. Many
thanks again!” I can add no more.
Yet More Hugo Stuff. Once again, Cheryl Morgan reports, the Worldcon
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business meeting extended Hugo eligibility in certain areas. Books previously
published outside the USA but with a first US appearance in 2004 are eligible
in 2005: for example, M. John Harrison’s Light (2002 UK). Also, selected
books with “limited availability” get the nod irrespective of 2003 US
publication or distribution: The Cambridge Companion to Science Fiction,
The True Knowledge of Ken MacLeod, and (this was a great surprise) my
own critical collection Up Through an Empty House of Stars.
Interaction is offering you – yes, obscure but secretly talented you! – an
opportunity to design the 2005 Hugo base. More details here:
http://www.interaction.worldcon.org.uk/hugocomp.htm
Harry Potter and the Very Great Wickedness. This review in The Wave
leads us to marvel once again at the courage of those who are prepared, in the
name of religion, to make utter idiots of themselves:
http://www.thewavemag.com/pagegen.php?
pagename=article&articleid=22182
Ansible 206 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2004. Thanks to Barbara Barrett,
rich brown, Gordon Davie, William Denton, Jetse de Vries, Discworld
Convention 2004 Committee, Paul Dormer, Janice Eisen, Electrolite,
Gregory Frost, Greg Gerrand, Steve Green, Gumball, David A. Harvey,
Martin Hoare, Janet Kagan, Dave Lally, Dave Locke, Locus, Rebecca
Moesta, Cheryl Morgan, Omega, Andrew I. Porter, Adam Roberts, SF Site,
Tanaqui Weaver, Peter Weston, Frank Wu, and our Hero Distributors: Rog
Peyton (Brum Group News), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan Stewart
(Thyme/Australia). Not to mention a good many Hugo voters.... 9 Sep 04.
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The October Country
Jeff Berkwits is the new editor-in-chief at Amazing Stories.
Kyril Bonfiglioli had a four-page profile by Leo Carey in The New Yorker
(20 Sep), focusing on his life and splendidly rancid thrillers, but mentioning
that in the mid-60s “he was the editor of a couple of small science-fiction
magazines for which he wrote occasional items.” [MMW] The famous TNY
fact-checkers didn’t spot that it was a single magazine, Science Fantasy,
twice retitled under Bonfiglioli (Impulse, SF Impulse).
Richard Branson charmed Star Trek fans by announcing that his first
“Virgin Galactic” suborbital spaceplane will be the VSS Enterprise. £110,000
for a 3-hour flight with 3 weightless minutes.... [DKMK]
Stephen Fry on writing/directing a film adaptation of Vile Bodies (as Bright
Young Things): “Waugh wrote the book in 1928 and set it in an imagined gay
’30s [...] He was writing science fiction. I can hardly make a film in which I
posited that a world war in 1933 ended all wars – we know it didn’t happen.”
(San Francisco Chronicle, 11 Sep) [DC]
Neil Gaiman has the last word in a Wired article on the 2004 Worldcon: “‘I
come from comic books,’ said Gaiman. ‘If sci-fi is the gutter of literature,
comics are the place that the gutter flows into.’”
Graham Joyce was taunted in Private Eye (1 Oct) for wangling a PhD from
Nottingham Trent U by the “brilliant wheeze” of writing a “140,000-word
study” of his own novel Smoking Poppy. Adam Roberts crossly notes that
this is not true. It wasn’t a PhD in literature as implied, but in creative
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writing, for which it’s entirely normal to submit fiction (that novel and the
novella “Leningrad Nights”), plus no more than 15,000 words of critical
commentary on the candidate’s writing practice. Adam adds: “Farah
Mendlesohn and I were the two examiners; and believe me we were sticklers
for doing it exactly by the regs.”
Sam J. Lundwall noted our anniversary: “Is it really 25 years since Ansible
appeared as a beacon of shining, unbearable truth in the darkness? I
remember vividly the Brighton 1979 con. At least I vividly remember parts of
it. I remember the bars and the drink and and the drunken parties and many
things, including your smiling countenance and the beer that always followed
you around, or maybe it was the other way around. Such glorious times, such
glorious youth. How beautiful we all were. But nothing, nothing, was even
half as beautiful as you with your first issue of Ansible in one hand, and the
beer in the other. I am so grateful I was there, witnessing history in the
making. • I am sorry I will not be able to kiss you gratefully in Glasgow next
year. My eyes are failing, not to mention the rest of my body. BUT my
beautiful 26-year old daughter Karin – slightly older and even more beautiful
than Ansible – will be there to kiss you from me.” Promises, promises.
Terry Pratchett’s Discworld® enjoyed a boozy 21st birthday party on 28
September. Next day on Radio 5, Simon Mayo marvelled that the latest DW
novel features a successful, profit-making postal service – prompting the
Pratchettian reply, “Truly I am a fantasy writer.” [SG]
Anne Rice was irked by negative Amazon reviews of her final vampire novel
Blood Canticle – some disappointed, some nastily personal. Pausing to award
her book five stars, she posted a vast unparagraphed tirade which perhaps
unwisely revealed that: “I have no intention of allowing any editor ever to
distort, cut, or otherwise mutilate sentences that I have edited and re-edited,
and organized and polished myself. I fought a great battle to achieve a status
where I did not have to put up with editors making demands on me, and I will
never relinquish that status. For me, novel writing is a virtuoso performance.
It is not a collaborative art.” Some of us lesser writers still need that editorial
whisper in the ear, “Remember thou art but mortal.”
Michael Swanwick has yet another “self-promoting” anecdote: “The
accounts of Terry Pratchett’s mock-yearning after a Hugo in Ansible put me
in mind of my own first such award, given the year the Worldcon was in
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Australia. My son’s D&D buddies were present when I got the traditional
drunken phone call. So when I heard the news, I said, ‘Hey, guys, I just won
a Hugo!’ ‘That’s nice, Mr. Swanwick, congratulations,’ they said, being
polite, well-brought-up young men. Then I added the information that
Pratchett had been the presenter. Their eyes grew wide with awe and, as one,
they said, ‘Wow!!!’ So, forget the money, if Terry Pratchett wants to trade
one-fifth the awe in which he’s held for one of my Hugos, I’ll make the swap
in a heartbeat.”
Wilson “Bob” Tucker will be 90 on 23 November; a fannish celebration is
planned in Bloomington, Illinois, on Saturday the 27th.
Peter Weston has written a book! I must seek out the details....
James White’s and Walt Willis’s Retro Hugo for Slant was presented to
Peggy White on 19 September by James Bacon, who writes: “Peggy said of
the award: ‘It’s absolutely fabulous. Such a handsome and beautiful award, it
looks gorgeous and is a real honour from the fans. [...] James would have
dearly loved it: it’s a shame Walter and he are not here to see it, they would
be both very proud. James never had great notions and would be quite
startled as he would never have expected such a recognition.’ She was very
happy, and proud.”

Contrist
11 Oct • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. 6:30pm. With Pat
Cadigan, Susanna Clarke and China Miéville. Originally announced for 12
Oct, and later moved from Tuesday to Monday. (Pat told me on 15 Sep that
the event she had announced for 14 Sep didn’t happen. Sorry.)
16-17 Oct • Octocon 2004 (Irish national con), Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth,
Co.Kildare, Ireland. Euro40 reg. Contact Basement Flat, 26 Longford
Terrace, Monkstown, Co. Dublin, Ireland. Sterling cheques: £30 to Dave
Lally #2 A/C, 64 Richborne Terrace, London, SW8 1AX.
27 Oct • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, 6 Belgrave Mews W, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With N.M. Browne.
5-7 Nov • Armadacon 16, Copthorne Hotel, Plymouth. GoH Lionel
Fanthorpe, Bernard Pearson, more TBA. £30 reg, £27 concessions. Contact
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Mrs M. Pritchard, 4 Gleneagle Ave, Plymouth, PL3 5HL.
5-7 Nov • Novacon 34, Quality Hotel, Walsall. £36 reg to 26 Oct; £40 door.
Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ; 0114 281 1572.
13-14 Nov • P-Con 2, Ashling Hotel, Parkgate St, Dublin 8. GoH Juliet E.
McKenna. £15/Euro20[?]30 reg. £7/Euro10 supp. Contact: Yellow Brick Rd,
8 Bachelors Walk, Dublin 1, Ireland.
4-6 Feb 05 • Construction 4 (Interaction staff weekend). Location TBA:
“probably one of the hotels close to the SECC”, for site access.
23-27 Aug 06 • L.A.con IV (64th Worldcon), Anaheim, California. Now
$150 reg. Contact PO Box 8442, Van Nuys, CA 91409, USA.
30 Aug - 3 Sep 07 • Nippon 2007 (65th Worldcon), Yokohama, Japan. $160
reg to 31 Dec; presupporters $100; other discounts for site voters etc. Contact
(UK) 23 Ivydene Rd, Reading, RG30 1HT.
Rumblings • Interaction, the 2005 Glasgow Worldcon, will raise attending
memberships from £95/$170 to £110/$195 on 1 December.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. David Gates reviews Philip Roth’s alternative history The
Plot Against America in Newsweek, beginning: “Literary novelists generally
leave alternative history (take a big what if and go from there) to writers of
pop fiction and sci-fi. This is either because of its fundamental unseriousness
– at bottom, who cares about an if that never happened – or because of the
sheer drudgery involved in elaborating some counterfactual premise.”
Ansible’s informant Andrew Love deduces that we can care about (say)
Hamlet or Anna Karenina only because their lives really happened.
Awards. Booker Prize: David Mitchell’s Cloud Atlas is the closest thing to a
genre title among the six finalists (announced 21 Sep), and is the favourite.
Against bookies’ expectations, the list omits Susanna Clarke’s Jonathan
Strange & Mr Norrell.
• Grand Prix de l’Imaginaire. Best translated novel: China Miéville, Perdido
Street Station. [SFS]
R.I.P. Tim Choate (1954-2004), US actor who appeared in Ghost Story
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(1981) and played Zathras in Babylon 5, died in a motorcycle accident on 24
September; he was 49. [DLa]
• Alfred Coppel (1921-2004), US sf and thriller writer whose sf career ran
from a 1947 Astounding story to the 1990s “Goldenwing” trilogy, reportedly
died in May. [GVG]
• Konstantinos “Gus” Dallas, US journalist whose sf story appeared in
Fantastic (10/79), died on 22 September. He was 75. [AIP]
• Janet Leigh (1927-2004), US actress of Psycho shower fame, died on 3
October aged 77. Her 63 films also included Night of the Lepus (1972) and
The Fog (1980). [BB]
• John E. Mack (1929-2004), Harvard professor and ufologist who wrote
Abduction (1994) and Passport to the Cosmos (1999), died in a UK car
accident on September 27. [SFS]
• Frank Thomas (1912-2004), one of the legendary “Nine Old Men” of
Disney animation, died on 8 September aged 92. [DKMK]
• Doug Webster, British fan active before and during WWII, died at the end
of August. Harry Turner writes: “He was a key figure in keeping fandom
alive during those chaotic war years after the SFA folded. He helped out
Mike Rosenblum with stencil-cutting and production of Futurian War Digest,
as well as taking over publication of the fanzine Fantast when Sam Youd
[‘John Christopher’] was called into the forces. He personally contacted
many fans during occasional ‘hitch-hikes’, as per the enclosed pages from the
last Zenith I published before the RAF claimed me in 1942....”
• Harvey Wheeler (1918-2004), US political scientist who with Eugene
Burdick wrote the accidental-nuclear-war novel Fail-Safe (1962), died from
cancer on 6 September. He was 85. [PDF]
• Fred Whipple (1906-2004), US astronomer and co-author of the 2004 Retro
Hugo winner Conquest of the Moon (1953), died at age 97 on 31 August –
just four days before the award was announced. [BH]
Oops. The 3 October Independent on Sunday UK hardback bestseller list has,
entering in fourth place, Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell by (it says here)
“Alexander McCall Smith (Polygon)”.
• Karen Traviss was alarmed by the BSFA’s Vector 247 cover image, which
though looking a bit like her is described as a “Composite photo of Saturn
and Phoebe.” Karen: “It’s only my planet-sized ego that’s regularly confused
with a gas giant. Most of the time I pass quite easily for an asteroid.”
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Random Fandom. Paul Harland (John Paul Smit), sf author and fan, was
reported as committing suicide last year – but this September a Dutch court
sentenced his Bosnian husband “T.D.” to 12 years’ imprisonment for the
premeditated murder of Paul Harland. The motive was apparently T.D.’s fear
of losing Dutch residence rights if an intended separation had gone through.
[MAH, PNN]
• The Los Angeles SF Society is 70 years old: an anniversary celebration
follows the usual clubhouse meeting on 28 Oct. [VVW]
• Geri Sullivan remembers the Worldcon: “Peter Weston was simply
marvelous as a GoH. He did a splendid job interviewing the other guests
during the Friday Night ‘Time Machine’ event (with Retro Hugos and short
interviews). He had his charm turned on high the whole weekend, and was a
master at managing the running gag of promoting his book, mentioning it at
every opportunity and then some. / James Bacon was equally splendid, both
as TAFF delegate and as a working shadow in the Children Services area,
which he is running next year. He was one of 15 people working on the
convention to receive an ‘Unattached Lensman’ medal, our ‘Hero’ award.”
• Peter Weston, author of the fine fannish autobiography With Stars In My
Eyes: My Adventures in British Fandom (NESFA Press, 2004), begs: “Hope
you’ll like it and will give it a mention in your Award-losing newsletter.”
Later: “Hope you’ll give me a review in Ansible.” Still later, after my review
elsewhere: “Now if you can squeeze a tiny bit into Ansible next time, if you
have room, please, guv, bless you ...” Even later: “My wants are simple,
merely a line or two in the All-Powerful Ansible. Is that too much to ask?”
Will this do?
British Fantasy Awards, presented at Fantasycon on 26 September: NOVEL
(August Derleth Award) Christopher Fowler Full Dark House. SHORT
Christopher Fowler, “American Waitress” (Crimewave 7). ANTHOLOGY
Stephen Jones, The Mammoth Book of Best New Horror 14. COLLECTION
Ramsey Campbell, Told by the Dead. ARTIST Les Edwards. SMALL PRESS PS
Publishing. SPECIAL (Karl Edward Wagner Award) Peter Jackson, for The
Lord of the Rings. [PSP]
Another Book Not To Read On Planes. They’ll be rounding up the Stephen
King fans next, after New York’s scare about a “possible [Bush] assassin”
whose wife – quoted in a US Secret Service report – called him “obsessed
with weapons, Timothy McVeigh and the book The Dead Zone – a novel
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about the stalking and attempted assassination of a presidential candidate”.
(New York Daily News, 21 Sep) [TW]
Fanfundery. TAFF. Nominations are open for the TransAtlantic Fan Fund
race from North America to the Glasgow Worldcon next year. Candidates
should send 5 written nominations (3 NA, 2 EU), a platform of up to 101
words, and $20 bond – to Randy Byers, 1013 N 36th St, Seattle, WA 98103,
USA. E-mail fringefaan atsymbol yahoo.com. Deadline is midnight on 20
November.
• GUFF. The race from Australasia to Glasgow in 2005 has four candidates:
Sue Ann Barber, Alison Barton, David Cake, and (jointly) Damien Warman
and Juliette Woods. UK ballots from administrator Pat McMurray, 88
Poppleton Rd, London, E11 1LT.
Only Apparently Real. David Fury, co-executive producer of the coming
ABC sf series Lost, explained to SCI FI Wire that “realism is the key in
making it all work. [...] We’ll try to root it in real science or real pseudoscience.” (Sci-Fi Weekly) [DLe]
Outraged Letters. Andrew M. Butler on Terry Pratchett’s remark about not
winning awards before his YA work: “Am I misreading this as suggesting
that Mr P. has never won an award for any of his novels prior to the YA
stuff? If so, could I be among the several million to mention his BSFA award
for Pyramids? It is, of course, possible that the administrator of the award or
the committee of the time neglected to tell him.” Or maybe TP was
misquoted.
• Simon R. Green strikes again. “I can definitely assure you that you made it
through the [Deathstalker Coda] editing process, and thus you die again,
horribly, in a Simon R. Green book. Perhaps you’d like to be born in the next
one ...?”
• Arthur Hlavaty reports: “George Flynn is already missed. I checked the
NESFA Press site for the Worldcon books, and read: ‘We published Once
More* With Footnotes by Tetty Pratchett’.”
• Jeff VanderMeer bounces back: “Our fake disease guide finished second in
the Hugo balloting for best related book. I figure that this means that should
the Chesley Awards art book that won be unable to perform its duties and
attend to its responsibilities in the coming year as a Hugo winner, the disease
guide will be prepared to step in and assume those duties and responsibilities.
Say, should nude photos of the art book be published in Playboy.”
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• Peter Weston enquires anxiously, “If you should happen to put in a mention
for my little book in your next Ansible ...”
Eurocon Awards presented this August in Plovdiv, Bulgaria: AUTHOR Nick
Perumov (Russia). ARTIST Otto Frello (Denmark). PUBLISHER Minotauro
(Spain). TRANSLATOR Vladimir Bakanov (Russia). MAGAZINE Science Fiction
Reality (Realnost’ Fantastiki) (Ukraine). FANZINE Emitor (Serbia &
Montenegro). PROMOTER Atanas Slavov (Bulgaria). DRAMA SCRIPT Timur
Bekmambetov & Sergey Lukianenko (Russia) for film Night Watch. SPECIAL
AWARD Concatenation webzine (UK). [BS]
Small Press. Interzone 194 (Sep/Oct 2004), the first issue to appear from
Andy Cox’s TTA Press, has no editorial message about the new future of the
magazine – but I’m told that there’s one in The Third Alternative 39 (Autumn
2004). IZ subscribers remain in the dark.... Meanwhile there are plans to
rename TTA, but to what is uncertain.
C.o.A. Claire Brialey & Mark Plummer, 59 Shirley Rd, Croydon, Surrey,
CR0 7ES. Andy Hooper & Carrie Root, 11032 30th Ave NE, Seattle, WA
98125, USA. Ian McDonald, 16 Abbot’s Wood, Holywood, Co Down,
Northern Ireland, BT18 9PL.
Twenty Years Ago. J.G. Ballard made the Booker shortlist with Empire of
the Sun, but lost to Anita Brookner’s Hôtel du Lac.
• Jerry Kaufman on The Last Dangerous Visions: “Harlan is claiming that
he’ll have the MS in to his publishers in October; all he has to do is pry in the
last purchased story, bought over Worldcon weekend from non-attending
Steven Bryan Bieler....” (Ansible 40, October 1984)
Editorial. Nerves are jangled at Ansible HQ as builders loudly try to fix our
cellar flooding problems, while the promised contract for a third
Clute/Nicholls/Etc SF Encyclopedia is still delayed....
Update. A203: Basil Wells died on 23 December 2003, not 3 May 2004 as
stated in previous reports. [RS]
• A206: apologies to Peter Weston for our September issue’s shocking failure
to mention his book.
Thog’s Masterclass. Genealogy Dept. “When a hot-air balloon crashes on a
remote island, the crew discovers Dr. Frankenstein’s ancestor carrying on the
family work ...” (IMDB on Frankenstein Island) [JMcN]
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• Dept of Annoying Your Proofreader. “Aenea was excellent at chess, good at
Go, and terrible at poker.” “I’d spent ten months dealing blackjack and had
watched a lot of gamblers; this eleven-year-old [Aenea] would be one hell of
a poker player.” “Aenea [...] playing cards in the evening (she was a
formidable poker player) ...” Aenea speaks: “Just an old pre-Hegira book that
Uncle Martin used to read to me. He used to say that proofreaders have
always been incompetent assholes – even fourteen hundred years ago.” (all
from Dan Simmons, Endymion, 1995) [EF]
• Sirius Cybernetics Dept. “ENTER, the door chimed, as it slid open
soundlessly.” (C.S. Friedman, The Wilding, 2004) [SM]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 8 Oct: Birmingham SF Group, Britannia Hotel, New St.
7:45pm. With Stephen Hunt.
• 26 Oct: SF Book Group, Waterstone’s, Princes St, Edinburgh. 6-7pm.
Discussing Strange Case of Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde. All welcome.
• 9-13 Nov: Stephen Donaldson UK tour. *Tue evening, Foyles, Charing
Cross Rd, London; *Wed evening hosted by Ottakars, George St, Edinburgh
at Assembly Rooms; *Thur evening, Waterstones, Deansgate, Manchester;
Sat afternoon, Forbidden Planet signing, Charing Cross Rd, London. (*Ticket
only, from relevant shop.)
• 12 Nov: Brum Group as above. With Peter Weston, talking about, oh, some
book or other.
• 22 Nov (previews) to 2 Apr 05: His Dark Materials returns to the National
Theatre, dir Nicholas Hytner. Box office 020 7252 3000.
http://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk
GUFF ballots come in alternative versions for on-line voting and for printout.
Peter Weston shyly insists on squeezing in just one tiny mention of his book:
“Good old Bill Burns has set up an Annexe on his website. This shows
another 60 or so photographs left out of the book, plus my Additions and
Corrections so far (with a good Charles Platt story).”
Ansible 207 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2004. Thanks to Barbara Barrett,
Dave Clark, Paul Di Filippo, Emil Fortune, Steve Green, Martin Hoare, Bill
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Higgins, David K.M. Klaus, Dave Lally, David Levine, Joe McNally, SF
Site, Stef Maruch, PNN, Andrew I. Porter, Boris Sidyuk, Richard Simms,
Phil Stephensen-Payne, Gordon Van Gelder, Vanessa Van Wagner, Peter
“Don’t Forget My Book!” Weston, Taras Wolansky, Martin Morse Wooster,
and Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and
Alan Stewart (Thyme). 8 Oct 04.
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Editorial Gloat. Those familiar with a certain novel called The Leaky
Establishment will understand my complicated but, on the whole, smug
reaction to this BBC web-news item: “A former Russian nuclear scientist has
handed over to police eight containers of plutonium-238 he had stored at
home for eight years.” [AB] If only he had brought them home from work
accidentally, in a borrowed filing cabinet....

The Instrumental Knot
“The Late Brian Aldiss” has felt himself carefully all over and concludes
that his deceased status, as recorded in Charles Shaar Murray’s Independent
review of Iain M. Banks (22 Oct), is greatly exaggerated. “I no longer take
the Independent. It got so depressing; it was either suicide or take The Sun
instead.... I believe that ‘the late Brian Aldiss’ is simply a misprint for ‘the
great Brian Aldiss’.” Other recent Aldiss adventures include the filming of
his Brothers of the Head in Norfolk, with near-identical 19-year-old twin
actors strapped into the same costume to represent the conjoined protagonists.
“I had to play myself, and did it in one take, though it is metaphysically
amusing to pretend you are acting naturally, while going disguised as
yourself....”
Margaret Atwood, who famously does not write about talking squids in
space, was surely pleased by Suzi Feay’s description of her as a likely
Booker International nominee in the Independent on Sunday (10 Oct):
“Canada’s ice queen is formidably gifted, her oeuvre ranging across styles
and genres.” Though perhaps the close of the next sentence was less
appreciated: “As well as sharp feminist fables, she has written poetry,
criticism, historical and futurist novels, and has recently colonised the world
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of sci-fi.” At least, in defiance of the usual newspaper stylebook, it didn’t
read “... beamed down to Planet Sci-Fi.”
Steve Aylett has a cunning line in self-promotion: his latest release, plugging
a collection of 550+ quotes from his own work, brags that “his books have
thoroughly alienated everyone who prefers reading crap.”
George Lucas will, next June, become the 33rd person honoured for
Lifetime Achievement by the American Film Institute. [SFS]
J.R.R. Tolkien placed third in the Forbes.com list of “Top-Earning Dead
Celebrities Of 2004”, with posthumous earnings of $23m. Ahead of him are
Elvis Presley ($40m) and Charles Schulz ($35m); the roster of the stinking
rich continues with John Lennon ($21m), Dr Seuss ($18m) and that icon of
many an sf story, Marilyn Monroe ($8m). [LW]

Contriturate
5-7 Nov • Armadacon 16, Copthorne Hotel, Plymouth. £30 reg, £27
concessions. Too late now to do anything but turn up!
5-7 Nov • Novacon 34, Quality Hotel, Walsall. £40 at the door.
8 Nov • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Top floor, 6:30pm. With
Pat Cadigan, Jon Courtenay Grimwood, Jay Caselberg. There will be no Dec
or Jan meeting; La Diva reconvenes in Feb 2005.
9 Nov • Sci-Fi (sic) Table Quiz, upstairs in Florence Nightingale pub,
Waterloo end of Westminster Bridge, London. 8pm. £10 entry per table of 4,
in aid of TAFF and the James White Award. Prizes and raffle.
13-14 Nov • P-Con 2, Ashling Hotel, Parkgate St, Dublin 8. GoH Juliet E.
McKenna. £15/Euro20 reg. £7/Euro10 supp. Contact: Yellow Brick Rd, 8
Bachelors Walk, Dublin 1, Ireland.
24 Nov • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Graham Joyce.
CHANGED DATE: 3 Dec (not 10 Dec) • British Fantasy Society open
night, Princess Louise pub, Holborn, London. 6.30pm onwards. All welcome.
23 Dec • London Circle Open Xmas Meeting, upstairs in Florence
Nightingale pub, as above. 5pm to late. All welcome.
491

19 Feb 05 • Picocon 22, Imperial College Union, London. GoH Gwyneth
Jones, Jon Courtenay Grimwood. Details TBA. Contact ICSF, Beit Quad,
Prince Consort Rd, London, SW7 2BB.
11-13 Mar 05 • DeciKon: AKFT 10 (Trek), Fircroft Hotel, Bournemouth.
Now £25 reg to 6 Jan 05; £30 thereafter. Rooms approx £33 pppn. Contact 12
Greenfield Rd, London, N15 5EP. 0208 801 8867.
11-13 Mar 05 • Mecon 8, Belfast. New venue still undecided. GoH Ian
McDonald. £18 reg, rising to £20 on 30 November; £22 at the door. Contact
17 Meadowbank Place, Belfast, BT9 7FE, N. Ireland.
25-28 Mar 05 • Paragon2 (Eastercon), Hanover International Hotel,
Hinckley, Leics. £40 reg, £15 supp, £20 junior (12-16), £5 child (5-11),
infants free ... rising on 13 Nov to £45 reg, £20 supp, £22.50 jun, child/infant
unchanged. Contact 4 Burnside Ave, Sheffield, S8 9FR.
4-8 Aug 05 • Interaction (63rd Worldcon), SECC, Glasgow. Still
£95/$170/Euro145 reg, rising to £110/$195/Euro165 on 1 December.
£30/$45/Euro45 supp. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ. In North
America: PO Box 58009, Louisville, Kentucky, KY 40268-0009, USA.
9-11 Sep 05 • Reunion3 (media), Holiday Inn, Leicester City. £75 reg;
£40/day Sat or Sun; child £55 or £30/day. Contact Flat 3, Blighwood, 57
Surrey Rd, Poole, Dorset, BH12 1HF.
30 Aug - 3 Sep 07 • Nippon 2007 (65th Worldcon), Yokohama, Japan.
Sterling rates now announced: £90 full adult reg, £23 supporting, £45 child.
Contact (UK) 23 Ivydene Rd, Reading, RG30 1HT; (USA) PO Box 314,
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701; (Europe) Koninginnegracht 75a, 2514AH
Den Haag, Netherlands.
Rumblings • 1984: The Opera. The Spring 2005 Royal Opera House
programme lists a May première of G. Orwell’s novel in opera form –
adapted by Lorin Maazel, better known as a conductor. [PD] • Octocon 2004,
the Irish national con, approved the bid to combine Eurocon and Octocon in
2007. A similar mandate from Fantasticon (Copenhagen, Apr 2005) is
expected for the rival Danish bid. [DL]

Infinitely Improbable
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Only Apparently Real. Here’s Focus magazine (not the BSFA one) on the
BBC Space Odyssey: Voyage to the Planets, a dramatized documentary: “But
science fiction it isn’t. Impossible Pictures, Space Odyssey’s maker, has
created the most authentic vision of humans exploring our planetary
neighbours ever.” [NA] For certain values of “authentic”....
Awards. World Fantasy Awards were presented on 31 October: NOVEL Jo
Walton, Tooth and Claw. NOVELLA Greer Gilman, “A Crowd of Bone”
(Trampoline): “I’m thunderstruck. I’m told there are blackmail pictures of a
gibbering woman.” SHORT Bruce Holland Rogers, “Don Ysidro” (Polyphony
3). ANTHOLOGY Rosalie Parker, ed., Strange Tales. COLLECTION Elizabeth
Hand, Bibliomancy. ARTIST (tie) Donato Giancola & Jason Van Hollander.
SPECIAL, PROFESSIONAL Peter Crowther for PS Publishing. SPECIAL, NONPROFESSIONAL Ray Russell & Rosalie Parker for Tartarus Press. LIFE
ACHIEVEMENT Stephen King, Gahan Wilson.
• Deutsche Phantastik Preis. Winners of this German award include J.K.
Rowling’s Harry Potter und der Orden des Phoenix as best international
novel, and Stephen König (I mean King) as international author of the year.
• British Independent Film Awards. The zombie horror spoof Shaun of the
Dead is shortlisted for best film in these awards’ seventh annual presentation,
scheduled for 30 November. [SG]
Unique Selling Point. Ceefax TV Choice finds something positive to say
about Battlestar Galactica on Sky One: “Take it on trust and watch anyway –
Galactica is genuinely exceptional and the less you like science fiction, the
more you’ll love this new US drama.” [MB]
R.I.P. Irv Novick (1916-2004), US comics artist whose career began in 1940
and who drew Batman from the 1960s to the 1980s, died on 15 October after
long illness. He was 88. [SFS]
• Christopher Reeve (1952-2004), US actor famous for his title role in four
Superman films (1978-87), died from heart failure on 10 October, following
systemic spread of infection from a pressure wound. He was 52. Paralysed in
a 1995 riding accident, Reeve had campaigned tirelessly for spinal research.
[DKMK] Many fans who attended the 1979 World SF Convention in
Brighton remember him accepting the Dramatic Presentation Hugo for
Superman with a diplomatic grace that charmed even the Hitch-Hiker claque
whose applause was loudest when nominations were read.
• Lyn Smith (1944-2004), Australian fan and widow of Bob Smith (1930493

2003; see A188), died from leukaemia on 24 September; she was 60. [YR]
• Greg Shaw (1949-2004), US fanzine fan and con-goer who achieved fame
as a rock music entrepreneur, died on 19 October; he was 55. His extensive
experience in fan publishing, including the early-60s Tolkien fanzine
Entmoot, spawned music zines like his long-running Who Put the Bomp.
• John Vanible (1955-2004), long-time New York fan and con-goer, died on
27 September aged 49. James H. Burns writes: “He was on the staff of many
Lunacons, other conventions, and helped out at Worldcons. He was also a
Lunarian.”
• George Tage Valentin Sjöberg (1930-2004), a major figure in 1950s
Swedish fandom, died on 11 September; he was 73. From John-Henri
Holmberg’s longish obituary: “He wrote and illustrated both as George
Sjöberg and as Tage Valentin ... became one of the first active Swedish fans,
with the fifth fanzine to appear in the country, Star SF Fanzine (1955-1957);
[then] Fhan (1957-1959), and the first four issues of SF Forum (1960current) – the fanzine of Stockholm’s Scandinavian SF Society, of which
Sjöberg was co-founder and first chairman.” Other achievements included the
first Swedish mail-order sf book business. Activity in nationalist/racist
politics led to his expulsion from the SSFS in 1962 after inviting the
chairman of a fascist organization to address the society; he had little
subsequent contact with fandom.
• William J. “Bill” Widder (1926-2004), US fan since the 1930s, died in midOctober aged 78. His Master Storyteller: An Illustrated Tour of the Fiction of
L. Ron Hubbard was shortlisted for a 2004 Hugo. [L]
• Tetsu Yano (1923-2004), long-time Japanese sf fan, author and translator,
died on 13 October aged 81. His many translations included the works of
Heinlein and Herbert; as a writer he was best known in the West for his
novella “The Legend of the Paper Spaceship” (English translation 1984).
[SFWA]
In Typo Veritas. On Cate Blanchett’s Lord of the Rings ears: “She had the
prosthetics bronzed for prosperity.” (Guardian, 16 Oct 04) [IE]
Random Fandom. Brian Ameringen mourns yet another bookshop: “I noted
only the other day that Plus Books 2000 (formerly Plus Books) of Abbey
Parade Merton had finally closed. I believe it was run for a time by Arthur
Sellings, on behalf of Les Flood ...?”
• David V. Barrett reels in horror: “M.J. ‘Simo’ Simpson was on Radio 4 this
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morning [28 Oct] talking about Godzilla films (I think 48 of them, but not
certain) and forthcoming academic conference celebrating 50 years since the
first one. Treated with some astonishment, but not a bad interview.”
• Keith Brooke, owing to ISP incompetence, lost oodles of e-mail addressed
to his iplus.co.uk and infinityplus.co.uk domains in the last two weeks of
October. He begs for anything important to be sent again.
• Terry Jeeves has goodish news, following his prostate cancer worries (see
A202): “Healthwise I have been declared cancer-free and see the specialist
next March for a check up. Meanwhile I have pains in back and pelvis.
There’s always something.”
As Others See Us. “As for his readers, [Anthony] Powell can hardly be
blamed for his plummy fans any more than, say, J.G. Ballard should be
blamed for the flakiness of his, or Anne Tyler for the limpness of hers.” (Ian
Sansom, The London Review of Books, 21 Oct)
• Sebastian Shakespeare, reviewing Andrew Crumey’s novel Mobius Dick,
announces that this author “has that commodity so rare among sci-fi writers –
a sense of humour.” (The Literary Review, August 2004) [CB]
Small Press. Beyond ed. David & Linden Riley (sf/f/h; three 1995 issues)
was to relaunch this Spring but has been long delayed: it should appear this
month. [MA] Rates are a mouth-watering £2.50 per thousand words. 130
Union Rd, Oswaldtwistle, Accrington, Lancs, BB5 3DR.
Thog’s Coming Attractions. Gordon Van Gelder sends a tasty line from a
novel apparently not yet published, filed here as the Ill-Aimed Insults Dept:
“‘Let me see your pubic hair,’ he insulted her ears.” (Dora Levy Mossanen,
Courtesan, forthcoming ?2005)
C.o.A. Rich Coad and Stacy Scott (from 20 Nov), 124 Cottage Ave,
Richmond, CA 94801, USA. Elaine Cochrane and Bruce Gillespie, 5
Howard St, Greensborough, VIC 3088, Australia. Toni Jerrman and
Tähtivaeltaja (sf mag), Itämerenkatu 22 B 21, 00180 Helsinki, Finland.
J.K. Rowling’s Language Lessons. Marion Pitman writes: “I’m sure it will
interest no-one to know that in The Geordie Dictionary, by Scott Dobson,
published in Newcastle in 1974, muggle (or muggy) is defined as ‘a small
marble made of glazed earthenware’.”
Outraged Letters. Brian Aldiss on Kyril Bonfiglioli: “Just a note about Bon,
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mentioned in latest Ansible. That mighty man was an amateur when it came
to editing and publishing Impulse. Since he did not continue the numbering of
Science Fantasy, from which Impulse evolved, W.H. Smith refused to carry
the ‘new’ magazine. So it went down the tubes. / And look what has
happened to WHS! / Incidentally, Bon planned another change. He had
literary ambitions – which was why he rid himself of the rather weedysounding Science Fantasy – and was going to change Impulse to Caliban. I
still like the title Caliban. It’s still going free for any ambitious young
editor....” Andy Cox of TTA Press, still pondering a new title for The Third
Alternative, has duly been informed.
• Pat Cadigan breaks it gently: “I always love Ansible, so I feel a bit petty
about making any criticism. But for some reason, I just can’t help it: why
didn’t you mention Peter Weston’s book? You dog.”
• Mark Olson confides: “Pete [Weston] was wondering why his book never
gets mentioned in Ansible.”
• Peter Weston, author of a book, writes: “You swine, Langdorf! I kill you
deadly. No free beer for you at Novacon.”
Fanfundery. TAFF. Oops: nominations for the 2005 eastbound race close at
midnight on 20 Nov, not the 24th as mistyped last issue. North American
candidates with hats definitely in the ring are Chaz Boston Baden, Curt
Phillips and Suzanne “Suzle” Tompkins.
• James Bacon reports: “Terry Pratchett sought me out as TAFF delegate
while he was GOH at Noreascon. To my grateful surprise, he handed over
$280 to me for TAFF. He had raised this himself for TAFF at an auction at
the Discworld con. A very generous act indeed.”
Literary Corner. Thomas Covenant the Unbeliever may be dead but he
won’t lie down; it was my joyous duty to read Stephen Donaldson’s new
Covenant book The Runes of the Earth for review in SFX. To be fair, that
famously knurred and argute vocabulary has been somewhat toned down
since 1983, but statistical analysis of favourite words this time around led me
to predict that the sequel must be titled The Eldritch Phosphenes of
Formication. (In fact it’s Fatal Revenant. So much for prediction.) Thog’s
favourite metaphor is drawn from plumbing: “If she did not discover some
clear answer to her questions soon, the cistern of her soul would crack open.”
But there’s little joy here for clench-racing fans, despite page 32’s “Her
stomach clenched”....
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As Others See Us II. An anonymous former bookshop worker remembers:
“Oh, I was difficult. Assigned to the worst section, SF and Fantasy (every
day a ton of new loin-cloth nonsense to stack), I preferred to lurk behind the
till.” (Independent on Sunday ABC, 31 Oct)
Continuity Continued. Andrew M. Butler has more to say about Dan
Simmons’s Endymion (see A207): “‘Your hair is long, but not wild’ (Silenus
to Raul, p69); ‘This is the way we look to each other at the moment [...] my
short hair filthy’ (Raul on himself, p129). And ‘“Who is he – the architect?”
“He’s a she,” said Aenea, “and I don’t know her name”’ (p183), but four
pages later: ‘“I thought he [the architect] was a genius” [...] “I have to study
under this man, Raul”’ (p591-2). I put it down to an unreliable narrator (Raul
losing his mind), a mistake by Simmons, or ‘a joke played upon asshole
proofreaders’.”
The Dead Past. 25 Years Ago: Malcolm Edwards wrote about the 10
October death of Dr Christopher Evans – psychologist, computer scientist, sf
enthusiast and all-round nice guy – at age 48. (Ansible 4, Nov 1979)
• 20 Years Ago: controversy at Novacon 14! “Rob Holdstock having often
told the committee that as GoH he wished to be fawned on by bevies of
naked dancing girls, they took him approximately at his word and hired a
‘kissogram’ greeting – only for a rumoured Hidden Hand to pay the extra £60
for a ‘strippogram’. The Holdstock grin froze as things jiggled in front of it.
Bob Shaw wailed his regret at having missed it all; others were less keen, and
protests both verbal and written were duly delivered to the committee ...”
(Ansible 41, Dec 1984)
Plan 10 From Outer Space. Oh dear. Ed Wood’s “lost” porn film
Necromania has been discovered, according to Reuters and similar lowlife
sources. Oh dear. That is not dead which can eternal lie, And with strange
aeons even fluffy Angora sweaters may die.... [T]
Group Gropes. Dublin: sf meetings were orphaned by the sale of their
Bowes venue after nearly 3 years. Interim meetings are in The Lord Edward
pub, 1st Tuesday at 8pm, until a new home is found. [JB]
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Sound Effects. “He made a face at me,
soundlessly humming under his breath as if he was bored.” (Laurell K.
Hamilton, The Killing Dance, 1997) [TM]
• “As Reith approached he heard a sudden wordless cry of outrage from
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within. ‘Unclean!’” (Jack Vance, The Pnume, 1970) [JA]
• Alien Planetology Dept. “A tall fountain of spray reached skyward, high
enough that its top was touched red by the light of the sun rising in the west.”
(S.M. Stirling and David Drake, The Sword, 1995) [TM]
• Dept of Subtle Gender Distinctions. “Wade harpooned the lamb chop with
his fork and amputated a sizable portion with his knife. He waited until he
had consigned it to the mysteries of gastric chemistry before speaking.
Shirley was daintily toying with peas.” (Charles Eric Maine, Thirst!, 1977)
[DF]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • All November: National Film Theatre season, “A History of
the Horror Film (Part 1)”. Also TV2004 tv festival. Box office 020 7928
3232.
http://www.bfi.org.uk/horror
http://www.bfi.org.uk/tv2004
• 9-13 Nov: Stephen Donaldson UK tour. *Tue evening, Foyles, Charing
Cross Rd, London; *Wed evening hosted by Ottakars, George St, Edinburgh
at Assembly Rooms; *Thur evening, Waterstones, Deansgate, Manchester;
Sat afternoon, Forbidden Planet signing, Charing Cross Rd, London. (*Ticket
only, from relevant shop.)
• 12 Nov: Birmingham SF Group, Britannia Hotel, New St. 7:45pm. With
Peter Weston.
• 22 Nov (previews) to 2 Apr 05: His Dark Materials returns to the National
Theatre, dir Nicholas Hytner. Box office 020 7252 3000.
http://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk
The Fan Achievement Awards used to be the Fan Activity Achievement
Awards; perhaps this name change is a hint that appropriate feats of inactivity
also deserve to be honoured. On-line ballot page under construction at ...
http://www.corflu.org/faan.html
Ansible 208 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2004. Thanks to Jon Almond, Neal
Asher, Mike Ashley, James Bacon, Alan Bellingham, Molly Brown, Colin
Brush, Rich Coad, Iain Emsley, Paul Dormer, David Fleming, Steve Green,
David K.M. Klaus, Dave Lally, Locus Online, Tim McDaniel, Yvonne
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Rousseau, SF Site, SFWA News, Trufen.net, Lew Wolkoff, and Hero
Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan
Stewart (Oz). 4 Nov 04.
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Ansible 209, December 2004
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU.
http://ansible.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X
(online). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Bill Rotsler. Available for SAE,
crabwicks, frawlpins or gults.
Bah! Humbug! Seasonal greetings and good wishes to all. Not to mention a
small grovel to those who send Christmas cards, and get no more than
another miserable issue of Ansible in return. Enjoy 2005!

The Scone of Stone
Iain Banks was at the Inverness Book Festival. David Kennedy reports:
“Amongst plugs for The Algebraist and his whisky book, Banks revealed he
would not be attending the opening of the Scottish Parliament for a number
of reasons, including that the Queen would be there (an opinion he shared
with our national poet and, to judge from the applause, at least half the
audience. Christopher Brookmyre agreed, but had to go, because his Mum
said so). (I later learnt that Banks was one of a number of literary figures
attending the alternative event, the Scottish Socialist Party’s Declaration of
Carlton Hill, an update of the Declaration of Arbroath, the original
independence manifesto.) Shock and horror, however, when the interviewer
stumbled on a typical Culture name and asked Banks how it should be
pronounced. Banks instantly admitted he had no idea either. Brookmyre: ‘I
always suspected that!’”
Ray Bradbury received the 2004 US National Medal of Arts, and Madeleine
L’Engle the corresponding National Humanities Medal, in a White House
Oval Office ceremony on 17 November. Eight people were honoured in each
category. Bradbury accepted in person; L’Engle was represented by her
granddaughter. [L]
Martin Greenberg, sf anthologist extraordinaire, will surely be surprised to
learn that he perished in a 1999 Egyptian plane crash and left a thirty-million500

dollar bank account unclaimed in (apparently) the Czech Republic. So at any
rate says this e-mail from BEN FARA, LAWYER BY PROFESSION AND PERSONAL
ASSISTANCE TO LATE MR MARTIN GREENBERG, written all in capitals with a
strong Nigerian accent.... [MC]
Diana Wynne Jones suffered merciless fun: “Oh God! – my publishers
decided to hold a belated celebration of my seventieth birthday (where did all
that time GO?) at the recent IBBY conference at Roehampton. By some
curious oversight they forgot to invite me, but they sent a hired Merc for me
anyway, whose driver reminded me that last time he was sent to pick me up
he hit a deer on the M4. I wasn’t feeling well and threw up in said car as we
reached London – after which I was feeling even less well. As I contemplated
basely asking the driver to turn round and go back to Bristol, he remarked
sadly that there seemed to be some kind of jinx.... So we went on and in
Roehampton I was suddenly confronted with a vast blue cake with my name
on it, plus champagne, plus two silver wine goblets, plus most flattering
addresses by Stella Paskins and Charlie Butler, and a video specially made by
Nick Tucker (who couldn’t be there). Now have you ever looked at
champagne when you think you are going to throw up? It is like hearing Alka
Seltzer fizz when you have a hangover. Have you ever been confronted by a
blue cake? Suffice it to say that, although it was wonderfully kind of
everybody, I simply couldn’t have felt less like any of these things.... Oh
dear.” Later: “Did I mention that the Sainsbury’s bag the driver resourcefully
presented me with had a hole in the bottom?”
Chris Priest was at the Utopiales event in Nantes, Jules Verne’s birthplace.
With the 2005 Verne centennial looming, some guests visited the town
library’s Verne archive, “where we were shown his original MSS, and a few
other bits and pieces of Verneana. Pretty interesting, as he wrote all his books
by hand (commendably neat handwriting), and generously left large areas of
white space for his editor. All present were vastly amused by the inevitable:
‘M. Verne, the people in Le Department Mercatorial wonder if this might be
reduced by 100,000 words?’ ‘We think this reads too slowly, and wonder if
we could move Chapter 7 to the beginning, remove Chapters 2 and 3, and
...’”

Connotive
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December Non-Events • British Fantasy Society open night, announced last
issue as 10 December, was moved to 3 December without Ansible being told.
Next is 4 March. • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London: no December
meeting. Reconvene in February. • BSFA Open Meeting, 4th Wednesday:
event CANCELLED as usual in December.
23 Dec • London Open Xmas Meet, Florence Nightingale pub. Possible
rival booking? Check www.dcs.gla.ac.uk/Ansible/london.html.
4-6 Feb 05 • Construction 4 (Interaction staff weekend). Moat House Hotel,
Congress Rd, SECC, Glasgow. Free, but send e-mail if you plan to come:
Colin.Harris [at] interaction.worldcon.org.uk.
19 Feb 05 • Picocon 22, Imperial College Union, London. Contact ICSF, Beit
Quad, Prince Consort Rd, London, SW7 2BB.
4-6 Mar 05 • Mecon 8, Park Avenue Hotel, Holywood Rd, Belfast. GoH Ian
McDonald. Now £20/Euro30 reg; £22 at the door. Contact 17 Meadowbank
Place, Belfast, BT9 7FE, N. Ireland.
5-6 Mar 05 • Microcon, Exeter University campus. Guests TBA.
11-13 Mar 05 • DeciKon: AKFT 10 (Trek), Fircroft Hotel, Bournemouth.
£25 reg, rising to £30 on 6 Jan. Rooms approx £33 pppn. Contact 12
Greenfield Rd, London, N15 5EP. 0208 801 8867.
25-28 Mar 05 • Paragon2 (Eastercon), Hanover International Hotel,
Hinckley, Leics. Now £45 reg, £20 supp, £22.50 junior, £5 child (5-11),
infants free. Contact 4 Burnside Ave, Sheffield, S8 9FR.
16 Apr 05 • BSFA/SF Foundation free event, Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion
Square, London, WC1. 10:30am-5pm. Including both AGMs.
9 Jul 05 • Faringdon Arts Festival sf day, Faringdon, Oxon. Speakers: Brian
Aldiss and Gwyneth Jones, admission free. Non-clashing half-day novel
workshop run by Juliet McKenna: £10 fee (20 places only). Contact
paulcornell [at] owlservice.freeserve.co.uk.
4-8 Aug 05 • Interaction (63rd Worldcon), SECC, Glasgow. Now
£110/$195/Euro165 reg. £30/$45/Euro45 supp. Contact 379 Myrtle Road,
Sheffield, S2 3HQ. In North America: PO Box 58009, Louisville, Kentucky,
KY 40268-0009, USA.
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30 Sep - 2 Oct 05 • Fantasycon 2005, Quality Hotel, Walsall. Guests and
other details to be announced.
1-2 Oct 05 • NewCon3, Guildhall, Northampton. GoH Jon Courtenay
Grimwood, Liz Williams, Fangorn. £20 reg (£12 Sat, £10 Sun) to
Northampton SF Writers Group, 16 Albany Rd, Northampton, NN1 5LZ.
11-13 Nov 2005 • ArmadaCon 17, Novatel Plymouth. GoH TBA. £25 reg to
1 Jan 05; £30 thereafter. Hotel rooms £50/night. Contact 4 Gleneagle
Avenue, Mannamead, Plymouth, PL3 5HL.
11-13 Nov 05 • Novacon 35, Quality Hotel, Bentley, Walsall. GoH Alastair
Reynolds. £33 reg to end of Eastercon 06; £36 to 30 Oct; £40 at door.
Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ; 0114 281 1572.
12-13 Mar 06 • P-Con III, Ashling Hotel, Dublin. GoH TBA. Euro25 reg.
Contact Yellow Brick Rd, 8 Bachelors Walk, Dublin 1, Ireland.
14-17 Apr 06 • Concussion (Eastercon), Glasgow Moat House Hotel. GoH
M. John Harrison, Brian Froud, Justina Robson, Elizabeth Hand, Ian
Sorensen. Now £40 reg; supp/concessions £20; ages 12-18 £15; 5-11 £5; 0-4
free. Contact 103 Rustat Rd, Cambridge, CB1 3QG.
18-20 Aug 06 • Discworld Convention IV, Hanover International Hotel,
Hinckley, Leics. GoH Terry Pratchett et al. £45 reg to 31 Aug 05; then £50 to
31 Jul 06. Contact PO Box 102, Royston, Herts, SG8 7ZJ.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Howard Jacobson, who never tires of putting down
fantasy, used John Stuart Mill’s mental health as another convenient
springboard: “In his dejection, Mill turns to poetry; not Virgil or Ovid, but
the English Romantics, Wordsworth in particular, who he believed helped to
re-educate him into common feelings. Wordsworth, notice, not Tolkien.”
(Independent Arts&Books Review, 19 Nov) [JB] Likewise, many 19thcentury folk who wished to be entertained by a newspaper columnist turned
to Dickens, notice, not Howard Jacobson.
Nova Awards for British fan publication: ARTIST Sue Mason. WRITER Claire
Brialey. FANZINE Zoo Nation ed. Pete Young. BEST FAN (life achievement)
Ray Bradbury – not the US one, but the legendary Birmingham fan who
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constructs the Nova Award trophies.
R.I.P. Pierre Berton (1920-2004), Canadian journalist, broadcaster and
prolific novelist who wrote the children’s fantasy The Secret World of Og
(1961), died on 30 November aged 84. [SFWA]
• Irwin Donenfeld, editorial director and publisher of DC comics following
the death of his father Harry (DC’s founder) in 1965, died on 29 November;
he was 78. [PDF]
• Edward (“Ted”) Hughes, old-time UK fan whose letters once appeared
regularly in Terry Jeeves’s Erg, died in October following a heart attack on
the 8th. Terry writes: “He will be missed. One by one the old fans drop off
the tree.”
• Bob Haney, US comics writer who wrote very many DC titles from the mid1950s and was described as one of the Silver Age comics greats, died on 27
November. He was 78. [BB]
• Trina Schart Hyman, US artist and writer who illustrated over 150 books
including many fantasies for children, died on 19 November aged 65. She
was a winner of the Caldecott Medal for children’s authors and artists. [JS]
• Howard Keel (1919-2004), US actor whose best-known genre appearance
was in the film The Day of the Triffids (1963), died on 7 November. He was
85. Steve Green adds: “His scenes were judged so boring by the producers
that additional scenes were inserted (directed by Freddie Francis), using a
separate cast and set in a deserted lighthouse.”
• Ed Kemmer (1921-2004), star of the 1950-55 TV and radio series Space
Patrol, died on 5 November aged 83. His genre films included Giant from the
Unknown and Earth vs the Spider, both 1958.
• “Stieg Larsson (1954-2004), important fanzine publisher and former
chairman of SFSF, the largest Swedish fan organization, and a friend for 30
years, died suddenly Tuesday, November 9, from a heart attack,” writes JohnHenri Holmberg, adding that Larsson had recently sold a series of crime
novels: “Stieg actually died on the threshold of international literary success.”
Thog’s Macho Movie Moments. “You’re very pretty. For a girl.” (Journey
to the Center of Time, 1967) [PB]
Random Fandom. Harry Bell is the seventh winner of the Rotsler Award for
life achievement in fanzine art – bringing him $300, a tasteful
plaque/certificate, and eternal glory. [RL]
• Kim Huett reports another national poll result to outrage the literati: “Yes, I
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cheered and punched the air when it was announced that The Lord of the
Rings had been voted Australia’s favourite book. I know, but I don’t care. It
was the book I wanted to win and that’s all that mattered. Oh, and that I’d
been predicting a LOTR victory from the first moment I learnt of this
competition. Nice to be so spectacularly right in my predictions for a change.
Interesting to note that The Hitchhiker’s Guide To the Galaxy, 1984, and the
latest Harry Potter also made the top ten.” (So did Catch-22 and, oh dear, The
Da Vinci Code.) “All the other Harry Potter books made the top 100, as did
C.S. Lewis’s The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (18), The Hobbit (26),
and Dune (24). Some might have found the ABC presentation of this list
somewhat irreverent. For example the plot of the Potter book was described
using a rap song and the Hitchhiker’s plot was sung by the Australian Rugby
Choir. More shockingly, it was famed children’s characters Bananas In
Pyjamas who explained the plot of Pride and Prejudice.”
Small Press. Orbital, the new British magazine about sf which was
scheduled to launch in June 2004, remains on hold for good reason. Its editor
Steve Williams had a heart attack this summer and, although he intends to go
ahead, has been under doctor’s orders to avoid any work until his recovery is
complete. Best of luck to him!
• Out of Focus. BSFA Focus editor Simon Morden corrects misinformation
in a market report (not by him) in #46: “Scheherezade does not, and never
has, accepted horror. Neither is it a fanzine. It does, however take sf.
Interzone has a very minimal backlog of stories, and is actively looking for
quality stories, especially hard sf. TTA is no longer accepting sf, as this
causes problems with Interzone. Spectrum looks like a dead market ...”
Science Corner. Sighs of relief throughout the scientific world! A worrying
2003 prediction, that the universe could spontaneously self-destruct in as
little as 10 billion years, was revised in September to allow us a cheering 24
billion or so years. (Nature) [MP] That’s a relief for anyone who’d been
carefully not starting any long books....
Competitions. Robert Sawyer’s “Identity Theft” won the Euro6,000 prize in
the Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya’s annual contest for best
unpublished sf novella in Catalan, Spanish, English, or French. [SFWA]
Ansible guesses he didn’t write it in Catalan.
• Stephen Baxter is judging the www.powerswitch.org.uk contest for sf about
a future of too-expensive oil. Entries <=3,000 words in e-mail or attached
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doc, txt or pdf, with name, postal address and age, to weburnedsobright [at]
powerswitch.org.uk. Deadline 28 Feb. £50 first prize, £25 runners-up.
Editorial. At last I have copies of the new edition of The Space Eater
(Cosmos, 2004), with cover art by the great David A. Hardy. That promised
collection of Langford SFX columns, The SEX Column and other misprints,
should now appear in 2005. The next excitement in my drab life, says Kevin
Standlee, will be the arrival of the 2005 Hugo nominations ballot –
preprinted, for the first time ever, with my name! That is, with details of the
2003 books (The Cambridge Companion to SF, The True Knowledge of Ken
MacLeod and my critical collection Up Through an Empty House of Stars)
mysteriously granted extended eligibility for Best Related Book. Of course
the competition will be tough, with Mr Hardy’s Futures (advt.) also in the
ring ... not to mention reclusive, publicity-shy Peter Weston’s [That’s enough
free plugs – Ed.]
Publishers & Sinners. The Earthlight domain, not renewed by Simon &
Schuster UK, is now an ad/link farm exploiting past sf interest that could so
easily have been redirected to S&S sf titles. (SFcrowsnest)
The Dead Past. 25 Years Ago: our title was tepidly debated. Mike
Glicksohn: “I looked up ‘ansible’ in my OED and naturally it isn’t there....
For the illiterates among us, kindly delineate the reference please.” Mike
Glyer of File 770: “Ansible is a good name for a newszine. In fact I’ve been
booting myself for not finding such a well-known relevant term in my own
search for a title....” Brian Earl Brown: “The party in the Ladies’ Powder
Room at Seacon sounds like a Legendary Event, sort of like Room 770.
Maybe Glyer will change the name of his newszine to Ladies’ Powder Room.
It would be a relief.” Chris Priest: “I’ve just realized it’s an anagram of
‘lesbian’.” (Ansible 5, December 1979) That issue foreshadowed Thog, with
Great Moments of SF Prose: “Dimly they/it perceived the final annihilation
of a minuscule agglutination of refined masses ...” (Alan Dean Foster, The
Black Hole, 1979)
Fanfundery. TAFF. The 2005 TransAtlantic Fan Fund race is on, with Chaz
Boston Baden, Curt Phillips and Suzanne Tompkins (Suzle) contending to
travel to the Glasgow Worldcon. Voting deadline: 3 April. Ballots from the
usual suspects and Ansible.
• Euro administrator James Bacon is seeking donations for the TAFF auction
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at Eastercon 2005 – by arrangement via piglet[at]indigo.ie, or at the con in
Hinckley.
• The Bring Bruce Bayside Fund has succeeded, raising more than enough to
waft the great Bruce Gillespie from Melbourne to San Francisco in early
2005, to bring him home again, and to publish his trip report.
• DUFF: nominations are open for the 2005 Down Under Fan Fund race –
North America to the Aussie Natcon (Hobart, Tasmania, 10-13 Jun). Usual
100-word platforms, 5 nominations (3 NA, 2 Oz) and $25 bond to Guy &
Rosy Lillian, PO Box 53092, New Orleans, LA 70153-3092, USA.
Outraged Letters. Mike Resnick asks: “Back at the 1987 Worldcon in
Brighton, I bought a hand-crafted resin chess set, all fantasy figures, with its
own board. I was on my way to Africa after the con, so I had it shipped to my
house. The other day someone asked me who created it, and I seem to have
lost any documentation I might have had. The major figures each bear the
initials ‘HN’. Does that ring a bell with anyone?”
• D.M. Sherwood fingers the media pulse: “Two speakers on BBC2’s
Newsnight Review went out of their way to say that though William Gibson is
OK they really don’t like SF. (Kurt Vonnegut writes something else of
course.)”
• Kip Williams sent cheer on 27 Nov: “I got an e-mail this morning that said,
‘Celebrate Langford’s Birthday Today.’ I looked, half expecting nothing. It
was just more spam of the usual sort. / But hey, happy birthday ‘today’
anyway!”
• Taras Wolansky admonishes: “Jack Vance is unfairly Thogified in #208.
There is no reason why a ‘wordless cry of outrage’ may not be immediately
followed, in a separate sentence, by a word of outrage (‘Unclean!’).”
C.o.A. Mike Scott and Flick, 13 Collette Court, Eleanor Close, London, SE16
6PW.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Slannish Tendrils. “He turned to the strikingly
beautiful girl sitting beside him. A girl whose long almost blue-black hair
seemed so vibrantly alive that it pulsated with a sentience of its own.” (Bron
Fane, “Jungle of Death”, Supernatural Stories #27, 1959) [G]
• Rocketry and Relativity Dept. “We’re only going to go at a thousand miles
an hour [...] We’re in no hurry and a great increase in speed brings a large
number of problems. [...] our bodies are being penetrated by cosmic radiation
and probably cosmic particles as well all the time, but because they travel
507

relatively slowly we suffer no ill effects. Speed them up and they would be
fatal.” (Leonard Wibberley, The Mouse on the Moon, 1962) [BA]
• Dept of Stupefying Similes. “The boiling upsurge of questions and ideas
whirled around in Harding’s head like particles being accelerated in a
cyclotron, until he felt like a man both blind and deaf searching for a needle
in a lightless, soundless chamber, and forced to wear feather pillows for
gloves.” (Steve Hall, “Out of Character”, Science Fantasy 57, Feb 1963) [JB]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • To 2 Apr 05: His Dark Materials returns to the National
Theatre, dir Nicholas Hytner. Box office 020 7252 3000.
http://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk
We Burned So Bright. More about that competition (see above) at ...
http://www.powerswitch.org.uk/portal/index.php?
option=content&task=view&id=237&am;p;Itemid=2
Ansible 209 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2004. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
John Bark, Barbara Barrett, Paul Barnett, Sandra Bond, John Boston, Mike
Canfield, Paul Di Filippo, Steve Green, Gumdrop, Dave Lally, Robert
Lichtman, Locus, Mark Powlson, Joyce Scrivner, and Hero Distributors: Rog
Peyton (Brum), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Oz). 7 Dec 04.
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Ansible 210, January 2005
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU.
http://ansible.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X
(online). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Bill Rotsler. Available for SAE or
upgrade of sebalism to chorasm.
Another New Year. Belated good wishes to you all! As a fragment of cheer
amid the encircling gloom, Tom Purdom’s guest speech at Philcon 2004
contained a soothing reply to the plethora of “As Others See Us” stories: “It
used to bother me that people thought liking science fiction was weird. But
then I discovered that to Americans any interest, be it astronomy or playing
chess or whatever, is weird. The only thing you can do that Americans won’t
find weird is watching four hours of television a night.” (“Which [for
Americans, at least] explains everything,” added Ansible’s man on the spot,
Michael Swanwick.)

The Meadows of Fantasy
Margaret Atwood, still wrestling with the fatal temptation to produce sf, has
devised a new strategy of lovingly outlining the books she doesn’t intend to
write. Her 18 Dec Times article gives rip-roaring scenarios for Worm Zero (in
which, evidently homaging Edgar Wallace’s classic “The Man Who Hated
Earthworms”, global disaster is brought on by worm extinction),
Beetleplunge (in which, “like lemmings”, the world’s beetles suicidally
plunge) and Spongedeath – in which a rampant sea-sponge becomes The
Blob That Ravaged Florida. But, she muses, “until I’m convinced, in my
heart, that the human spirit has the wherewithal to go head to headless against
this malevolent wad of cellulose – because as a writer loyal to the truth of the
inner self you can’t fake these things – it might be as well not to begin.”
[TW] Oh, go on....
Quentin Blake, noted illustrator of (especially) children’s books, was made a
CBE or Commander of the British Empire in the New Year honours list –
upgrading his 1988 OBE award. He’s best known for his collaboration with
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Roald Dahl, but several of us have a particular nostalgic fondness for his
work on the Uncle fantasies by J.P. Martin.
Chaz Brenchley answered The Bookseller’s appeal for reports of people in
the book trade who’d been arrested while going about their lawful business.
His own encounter was a near miss: “I was walking home, when a large
stranger loomed up beside me and said hello. ‘You write books,’ he told me. I
admitted that this was true. ‘I know you do,’ he said, ‘I used to follow you
around.’ At last, I thought, my very own celebrity stalker. ‘I’m a bouncer
now,’ he said, ‘but I used to be a store detective at Blackwell’s. You were
just the type we were trained to keep an eye on. Cap, shades, long overcoat,
you couldn’t look more suspicious. You used to come in every day and you
never bought a book. I couldn’t catch you at it, but I just knew you were
pinching. In the end I got my manager to look at you on the CCTV. “Oh, no,”
he told me. “That’s not a shoplifter. That’s an author.”’” (26 November)
[RD]
Arthur C. Clarke issued a statement following the horrific tsunami disasters
in South/Southeast Asia: “I am enormously relieved that my family and
household have escaped the ravages of the sea that suddenly invaded most
parts of coastal Sri Lanka, leaving a trail of destruction.” Read it all at
http://www.clarkefoundation.org/.
Peter Crowther of PS Publishing receives a surprise namecheck in Alan
Hollinghurst’s (Booker Prize-winning) novel The Line of Beauty – reports
Lisa Tuttle, who was disconcerted by the first line: “Peter Crowther’s book
on the election was already in the shops.” Further down the page: “He had
met Peter Crowther once, and heard him described as a hack and also as a
‘mordant analyst’: his faint smile, as he flicked through the pages, concealed
his uncertainty as to which account was nearer the truth.” Perhaps Mr
Crowther will let us know.
William Gibson, that wrinkled old patriarch, was described by the Sunday
Times as “the sci-fi pioneer William Gibson.” (2 January) [DW]
Diana Wynne Jones is ecstatic after a secret première of Howl’s Moving
Castle, practically on her doorstep in Bristol: “Miyazaki came in person,
carrying with him a tape of the film, an interpreter and sundry other shadowy
figures (all this was supposed to be secret for fear of the Japanese media, who
then descended on me afterwards, so I couldn’t mention it beforehand) and
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we had a private showing at the Watershed cinema. The film is goluptuously
splendid with breathtaking animation. I had grown used to young ladies
regularly writing to me to say that they wanted to marry Howl. Now, Howl in
the film is so plain stunning and sexy that I think I have joined them. And
after the showing and the scamper through Bristol I had a long talk with Mr
Miyazaki and it began to seem that we were soulmates.” Some writers have
all the luck.
Ursula Le Guin, though, was deeply unhappy with the Sci Fi Channel’s
adaptation of her Earthsea fantasies, and says so in an article for Slate.com:
“I don’t know what the film is about. It’s full of scenes from the story,
arranged differently, in an entirely different plot, so that they make no sense.
My protagonist is Ged, a boy with red-brown skin. In the film, he’s a petulant
white kid.” The overall result: “a generic McMagic movie with a meaningless
plot based on sex and violence.”
Roger Levy, dentist and author of the sf novels Reckless Sleep and Dark
Heavens, was the second of six victims of a lunatic’s North London stabbing
spree on 23 December. He was reported as stable in hospital after the attack.
This grim news first emerged via Erik Arthur of Fantasy Centre, who actually
had an appointment at the Levy dental surgery in Wood Green that day, and
was told the alarming reason for its cancellation. [RR] Best wishes for our
man’s speedy recovery.
Philip Pullman is much annoyed by another Times story (8 December),
headlined “God is cut from film of Dark Materials” and alleging that New
Line Cinema plans “to remove anti-religious overtones [...] because of fears
of a backlash from the Christian Right in the United States.” Moreover,
Pullman complains, “the article maintained that I had gone along with this,
by cheerfully colluding in a betrayal of the vision that underlies the books”.
This claim was buttressed by creative use of quotation: “To take an answer
from one context, invent a question that hadn’t been asked, and put the
answer next to it is not what used to be called honest journalism.” Finally our
author insists, “There will be no betrayal of any kind.” We shall see.

Contraplex
26 Jan • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With (it says here) The Thackery T.
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Lambshead Guide to Eccentric and Discredited Diseases.
4-6 Feb • Construction 4 (Interaction staff weekend). Moat House Hotel,
Congress Rd, SECC, Glasgow. Free, but send e-mail if you plan to come:
Colin.Harris [at] interaction.worldcon.org.uk.
14 Feb • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Top floor, 6:30pm. With
Pat Cadigan and guests TBA. (NB: no January event.)
19 Feb • Picocon 22, Imperial College Union, London. Contact ICSF, Beit
Quad, Prince Consort Rd, London, SW7 2BB.
4 Mar • British Fantasy Society open night, Devereux pub, East St, off the
Strand, London. 6.30pm onwards. All welcome.
4-6 Mar • Mecon 8, Park Avenue Hotel, Holywood Rd, Belfast. GoH Ian
McDonald. £20/Euro30 reg; £22 at the door. Contact 17 Meadowbank Place,
Belfast, BT9 7FE, N. Ireland.
5-6 Mar • Microcon, Exeter University campus. Guests TBA.
11-13 Mar • DeciKon: AKFT 10 (Trek), Fircroft Hotel, Bournemouth. £25
reg, rising to £30 on 6 Jan. Rooms approx £33 pppn. Contact 12 Greenfield
Rd, London, N15 5EP. 0208 801 8867.
8-30 Apr • The Day of the Triffids – stage adaptation by Shaun Prendergast,
New Wolsey Theatre, Ipswich. Box office 01473 295 900.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. No one expected the Daily Mail to like Philip Pullman’s
views on organized religion, and Quentin Letts’s review of His Dark
Materials (National Theatre) is duly filled with spleen: “Intellectual teenage
girls swear by Philip Pullman. His novels sell by the ton and his science
fictions are exotic and pseudo-portentous. Harry Potter for Oxbridge
eggheads.” (Mail, 10 Dec) [BA] There is more, much more.
Glittering Prizes. Dick Award shortlist for best original US paperback of
2004: Minister Faust, The Coyote Kings of the Space-Age Bachelor Pad;
Eileen Gunn, Stable Strategies and Others; Gwyneth Jones, Life; Lyda
Morehouse, Apocalypse Array; Geoff Ryman, Air; Karen Traviss, City of
Pearl; Liz Williams, Banner of Souls [GVG]
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• Nebulas: novel and script nominees from the preliminary ballot. NOVEL:
Lois McMaster Bujold, Paladin of Souls; Cory Doctorow, Down and Out in
the Magic Kingdom; Jack McDevitt, Omega; Sean Stewart, Perfect Circle;
S.M. Stirling, Conquistador; Gene Wolfe, The Knight. SCRIPT: The
Incredibles; Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind; The Lord of the Rings:
The Return of the King. [JS] See SFWA website for other categories.
R.I.P. Kenneth Vye Bailey (1914-2005), UK sf poet and critic, died on 3
January after falling and breaking a hip just before Christmas. He was 90. As
K.V. Bailey he wrote many gently erudite reviews for Foundation, The Third
Alternative, Vector, and other magazines; his most recent book was The
Vortices of Time: Poems of Speculation and Fantasy (1998).
• Larry Buchanan (1923-2004), US maker of low-budget films, died on 2
December at age 81. His sf ventures included the TV movies Zontar, the
Thing from Venus (1966), The Eye Creature (1967), In the Year 2889 (1967),
Mars Needs Women (1967), and It’s Alive (1969 – not to be confused with
the better-known 1974 Larry Cohen film). [DK]
• Humphrey Carpenter (1946-2005), UK biographer whose works included
J.R.R. Tolkien: A Biography (1977), The Inklings (1978) and The Oxford
Companion to Children’s Literature (1984, with Mari Prichard), died on 4
January aged 58.
• Will Eisner (1917-2005), legendary cartoonist who created, scripted and
drew The Spirit – and much else – died on 3 January following a quadruple
heart bypass. He was 87. Since 1987 his name has been honoured in the Will
Eisner Comic Industry Awards, which he loved to present in person. His
comics debut was in 1936, and even now a new graphic novel awaits
publication.
• Frank Kelly Freas (1922-2005), one of the best loved of all sf artists, died
on 2 January aged 82. His long career began in 1950 and earned him ten
Hugo awards as best artist, beginning in 1955 and with an unbroken run from
1972 to 1976; in 2001 he also received a Retro Hugo for 1950 work. Besides
his hundreds of colourful, distinctively styled sf magazine and book covers,
Freas spent seven years as chief cover artist for Mad and designed the Skylab
1 shoulder patch for NASA. He will be much missed.
• Douglas Mason (1941-2004), Scots antiquarian book dealer, avid sf
collector, and Conservative politician who supposedly invented the unpopular
UK poll tax, died on 13 December after long illness with a brain tumour; he
was 63. (Not to be confused with the Douglas R. Mason born in 1918, who
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wrote sf as John Rankine.) London’s Fantasy Centre recently acquired his
vast magazine collection. [RR]
• Jerry Orbach (1935-2004), US actor whose best-known genre role was as
the voice of a singing candelabrum in Disney’s Beauty and the Beast (1991),
died on 28 December aged 69. [MJL]
• W. Warren Wagar (1932-2004), US academic and H.G. Wells scholar, died
on 16 November. His publications ranged from H.G. Wells and the World
State (1961) to the 2004 H.G. Wells: Traversing Time. [SFS]
• Thomas Scott Winnett (1962-2004), Locus staff member and reviewer, died
on 12 December aged 42. [SFWA]
Sounds Like ... The Bookseller records yet another example of bookshop
customers’ creative title requests: C.S. Lewis’s well-known children’s fantasy
Lionel Ritchie and His Wardrobe. [RD]
Publishers & Sinners. Amazing Stories magazine is taking a mysterious
break from publishing: not closing down, insists new editor Jeff Berkwits, but
“going on hiatus” after the January issue, as a result of its being (in his own
words) “unexpectedly successful”. [SFW]
As Others See Us II. “I knew he was a science fiction nut because all the
books he checked out were about the planet Romulac.” (Librarian in 1970s
sitcom The Love Boat) [SG] How many telltale books about Romulac do you
own? Be honest, now.
Dog Stars. Gordon Van Gelder reports sf nominations in the Dog Writers
Association of America 2004 Writing Competition, whose 52 categories
dwarf the puny Hugos: SHORT FICTION includes Bradley Denton’s “Sergeant
Chip” (F&SF), and BOOK: FICTION has Martin Greenberg’s and Alexander
Potter’s doggy anthology Sirius (DAW).
Sector General. Gloom all round at the hospital station; let’s hope for better
news to follow in every case.
• Jack Chalker went into hospital on 6 December and was diagnosed with
congestive heart failure. Surgery followed. His son Steven has posted reports
on line, like this on 31 December: “I know that Dad’s book [in progress],
Chameleon, will not be published, however that could be proved wrong. We
are also moving to a one-story house with no stairs for Jack’s comfort. So,
just a summary: He is permanently disabled but not fully retired. However I
think Chameleon might be cancelled and his latest book published will be his
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last published.” Jack’s hoped transfer to a nursing home was delayed by
bleeding problems reported on 3 January – since resolved, but he remains in
hospital.
• Dave Locke had a heart attack on 23 December and entered hospital next
day: early reports of his progress were discouraging, but the outlook now
seems much brighter. An operation is awaited this week. [BB]
• Ken Lake sent a card whose seasonal greeting was footnoted: “on my last,
miserable Christmas (I have cancer of the liver).” Ouch.
• Dave Wood wants all his fan friends to know: “I had the biopsy results re
the tumour removed from my colon. It shows a cancer which has spread
possibly to a few lymph nodes etc, so come the New Year I start a 26 week
chemotherapy course.”
Media Spot. From the Guardian round-up of newspaper predictions for
2005: “‘You would think that the latest Star Wars instalment [out in May]
would be a dead cert but I feel that the public has tired of this moribund
franchise,’ says Wendy Ide in the Times. ‘For space action, look instead to
the Spielberg/Cruise collaboration War of the Worlds [July].’” Space action?
This implies some interestingly drastic changes to H.G. Wells’s storyline....
[B’OH]
Small Press. Light’s List (20th ed, 2005) should appear at the end of January,
as usual giving details of over 1,400 English-language small press mags
worldwide. 70+pp. £4 inc post (£5/$10 overseas) to Photon Press, 37 The
Meadows, Berwick-upon-Tweed, TD15 1NY.
Fanfundery. DUFF 2005: nominations close 15 Feb. For news and ballot
forms, keep watching the skies at http://DUFF2005.blogspot.com.
Outraged Letters. Steve Green splutters: “As for Adam Mars-Whatsisface
trying to explain on BBC Radio 4’s A Good Read why Kurt Vonnegut was
really good, but not sf, even though it was kinda sf, but still worth reading ...
What a pillock.”
• Jane Yolen on Trina Schart Hyman: “Alas, one of dear Trina’s last
commissions was for the jacket of my historical novel (with a small fantasy
element in it) Prince Across the Water. A dear friend, a brilliant illustrator, I
shall miss her enormously.”
C.o.A. Guy & Rosy Lillian (and Challenger), 8700 Millicent Way #1501,
Shreveport, Louisiana 71115, USA.
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The Dead Past. Ten Years Ago we ran a topical Glasgow Worldcon item:
“The Scottish Convention will be larger than we think, reveals Michael
White in GQ magazine, with the meticulous accuracy for which his
unauthorized boigrahpy of Issac Amisov is famed: ‘... expected to attract
upwards of 50,000 people.’” (Ansible 90, January 1995)
Bankswatch. David Haddock tracks the great man’s movements (see A209):
“I believe Iain Banks expressed his support for the alternative event to the
opening of the Scottish Parliament but did not attend. At the time it happened
I believe he was being interviewed on the Janice Forsyth Show on BBC
Radio Scotland. She said that he was on the line from Inverness. [...] The
newspaper reports before the day did say he would be there, but newspapers
have been known to be not entirely accurate.”
• Stephen Baxter has also been keeping watch: “I believe Banks was also
spotted at the ‘impeach Blair’ launch bash at the Commons. Or perhaps these
are all Banks impersonators, like Elvis, sent to liven up our public events.”
• Several People pointed out that David Kennedy’s “Declaration of Carlton
Hill” should read “Calton Hill”.
As Others See Us III. The Radio Times (5 December) explains a programme
titled What we still don’t know: “Astronomer Royal Martin Rees explores
ideas once firmly entrenched in the realms of sci-fi and philosophy ...” Mat
Coward wonders, “Is that what a PPE stands for, then? Politics, Philosophy
and Enormousbigspaceshipswithtentacles?”
Random Fandom. Tony “Blindpew” reports: “Faldo the black thing that
wandered the halls of the Winter Gardens will be retiring next year ... I will
be reassessed for another guide dog March/April with a new dog becoming
available within six months. I have asked that he not be retired until the end
of August after World Con, but that depends on availability. So, Paragon
could be Faldo’s last convention.”
• Mark McCann & Elaine Campbell sent a 30 Dec message from Belfast:
“Baby boy, 8lb 12oz, 9.23pm, both mum and baby Rowan are healthy!” [TF]
Fountain Award. The Speculative Literature Foundation invites magazine
and anthology editors to nominate stories published in 2004 for this $1,000
juried award. Deadline 1 February 2005; details at
http://speculativeliterature.org/Awards/SLFFountainAward.php.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of That’s Easy For You To Say: “Kelric opened
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his mouth to speak but then fell silent.” (Lyndon Hardy, Master of the Five
Magics, 1986) [WS]
• Dept of Repair, or Impalement. “Binabik fixed Simon with his brows.” (Tad
Williams, Stone of Farewell, 1990) [HC] Your editor remembers that Wizard
Longbrows in Zu: Warriors of the Magic Mountain can actually do this.
• Dept of the Noisy Dead. “It caught a man between neck and shoulder, and
the dead man went down shrieking ...” (David Weber, Oath of Swords, 1995)
[VJK]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • To 2 Apr 05: His Dark Materials returns to the National
Theatre, dir Nicholas Hytner. Box office 020 7252 3000.
http://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk
Those Outraged Authors. Here’s Ursula Le Guin on the Earthsea
adaptation: http://www.slate.com/id/2111107/,
http://www.ursulakleguin.com/Earthsea.html
And Philip Pullman on the offending Times story: http://www.philippullman.com/pages/content/index.asp?PageID=102
Nebulas. See the full preliminary ballot here ...
http://www.sfwa.org/news/nebpre04.htm
Rog Peyton (Replay Books, Brum Group News) has mislaid his e-mail
address book and would be grateful if his correspondents would send him a
reminder message. Congratulations on publishing the 400th issue of Brum
Group News (January 2005) might also be in order....
Interaction, the 2005 Glasgow Worldcon, has started an announcements
weblog at ... http://blog.interaction.worldcon.org.uk/
Ansible 210 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2005. Thanks to Bill Bowers,
Harry Connolly, Harriet Culver, Robert Day, Cory Doctorow, Tommy
Ferguson, Bob O’Hara, Yvonne Hewett, Vlatko Juric-Kokic, Dan Kimmel,
Marilee J. Layman, Michael McGrath, Dan Reid, Roger Robinson, Joyce
Scrivner, Paul Seidel, Sci Fi Wire, Will Shaw, SF Site, Gordon Van Gelder,
Tanaqui Weaver, Eva Whitley, Elizabeth Willey, Dave Wood, and Hero
Distributors: Rog Peyton (Birmingham), Janice Murray (North America),
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SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Australia). 10 Jan 05.
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Ansible 210 Supplement
Steve Sneyd on K.V. Bailey
KENNETH VYE BAILEY, who died January 3 aged 90, will be
remembered for many things – as an important SF critic, as a man of great
intelligence, insight, and learning who used these gifts to enlighten and to
inspire, never to browbeat or dominate, and who in his professional life,
before a long retirement on his beloved island of Alderney, was for many
years the BBC’s Chief Education Officer.
He was also important for his science fiction (and other) poetry (perhaps less
well-known than it should have been because his modesty forbade the
relentless self-promotion so generally essential for success in poetry in these
times). Of his ten collections, the majority were in whole or part devoted to
science fiction themes, often alongside his other key poetic subject, Alderney
and its ocean setting. As well as reflective and imaginative use of SF tropes
from his own original viewpoint, he also on occasion created SFnal
transformations of earlier ‘mainstream’ poems, combining gentle humour
with new insights born of the intertextuality, as in his ‘Waring in Space’,
after Browning. Love of SF, and of the roots of myth and folktale, came
together to beautifully musical effect in his sequence ‘The Sky Giants’,
retelling the story of Parsifal in futuristic terms.
A particularly remarkable instance of KVB’s gift for linking the everyday to
the vast Out There is the lovely “Deep-Down Dove” (Terrible Work #2,
1993) – the sight of a dove flying through a London Underground tunnel
brings the contemplation of its flight’s purpose –
a dove which seemed to be seeking its journey’s beginning,
scanning the gloom for where an incredible ark lay stranded,
knowing that far in the earth a great fossil ship is entombed
to await some sign that the world it had anciently ploughed through
is stargate to galaxies promised but only accessible
by pathways of light when the clay and the rock will subside.
An almost Buddhist empathy is another feature of his poems, as in the
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meditative, exteriorized yet only gently critical view of humanity – “an ass’s
head atop a puzzled heart” – of his “On Being Invited To Consider Accepting
A Vacancy To Be Born On Planet Earth” (Cassandra Anthology #5, 1984).
The experience of surviving a Japanese prisoner-of-war camp in WWII had
brought to his poetry, not any feeling of bitterness or cynicism, but rather a
sense of some universal possibility of comprehension within, and between,
all life.
As well as writing genre poetry, Kenneth Bailey, at a number of conventions,
organized programme items to give it a voice: at the 1989 Contrivance
Eastercon, for which he produced the Speculum mini-anthology, and at the
Mexicons of 1989, 1991, and 1993, at the last compering a “Barsoom
Ballads” reading of Mars-related SF poetry.
Among his many articles on aspects of SF were several specifically relating
to SF poetry (he also reviewed genre poetry collections for Vector), most
extensively as “Alien or Kin? SF Poetry” (Star Wine #1, 1986), later
expanded and revised as the 8-page “ALIEN OR KIN? SF Poetry” (Fantasy
Commentator #45-6, November 1994), in which he concluded by noting the
commonality that poetry and SF share the capability to “modify, heighten,
even transform consciousness within their readers.”
His own work as a poet was able to demonstrate this, and it seems
appropriate to end this inadequate tribute with the final lines of “The Sky
Giants”:
The Carbonek has golden hosts on board:
some feast, some laugh, some weep.
Circling the Earth she turns again toward
the outer deep.

Collections by K.V. Bailey
[ø partly / • wholly sf poetry]
ø Other Worlds and Alderney (Blanchard Books, 1982)
Alderney: A Hive of Glass (Blanchard, 1984)
• Space Travellers – a radio verse sequence (BBC Publications, 1984)
• Broomstick Drive: Space-Age Rhymes and Ballads (Triffid Books,
1985)
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Guernsey My Island – trans poem by Renee Momay (VRG, 1986)
• Distant Music (Triffid, 1987)
• The Clarke: Opera Semi-Seria – verse meditation on Arthur C.
Clarke’s themes, repr. ex Foundation #41 ACC 70th birthday tribute
issue (1987)
ø Time and the Island (Triffid, 1988)
• The Sky Giants (Triffid, 1990)
• The Vortices of Time (Triffid, 1998)
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Many-Fauceted. What song the Sirens sang, or what name Achilles assumed
when he hid himself among women, are puzzling questions – but less
tantalizing to sf fans than the lost ending of that trans-Thoggian classic “The
Eye of Argon”. Now, according to a letter in The New York Review of SF
(January 2005), a complete copy of the relevant 1970 fanzine has been
unearthed in the Jack Williamson SF Library at Eastern New Mexico
University! JWSFL collection administrator Gene Bundy reports that the
long-missing Page 49 begins: “With a sloshing plop the thing fell to the
ground, evaporating in a thick scarlet cloud until it reatained its original size.”
You will hear more of this.

The Dorbott of Vacuo
Douglas Adams is officially a heavenly body. The lump of space debris
which had been provisionally named 2001 DA42 – conveniently
encapsulating his death date, his initials, and his Ultimate Answer – was
confirmed in January as Asteroid Douglasadams. [JS]
Arthur C. Clarke enjoyed the dubious accolade of a mention on the
Popbitch gossip site in January: “Famous Sri Lanka resident Arthur C. Clarke
has survived the terrible floods. He was found in the sea clinging on to a
buoy ...” [KN] What can this possibly mean?
Maxim Jakubowski has bad news for London fans, conveyed by Roger
Robinson: “The building containing the triple bookshop (Murder One,
Heartlines, New Worlds) will be demolished soon. So the shop is moving.
The new premises will be on 2 floors of a building just across the street
[Charing Cross Road] from the present location.” To fit the smaller space,
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“they will be closing down New Worlds (the SF section). This will happen at
about the end of March, and the winding down process has already started.”
A closing sale is under way. Andy Richards of Cold Tonnage Books
confirms: “Yes, the real shame is that the sf section as a whole is closing. My
second-hand section is just a part of it.”
Stan Lee, co-creator of Spider-Man, was awarded 10% of Marvel Comics’
profits from the spinoff films by a US district court on 19 January. His lawyer
gloated: “It could be tens of millions of dollars. That’s no exaggeration.” Of
course Marvel plans to appeal. [BB]
Jim Minz left Tor Books on 21 January, and moved into a new editorial post
at Del Rey Books on the 31st.
Jeff VanderMeer wants to make our flesh creep with tales of “how
dangerous it is to live in the colonies. I was minding my own business
January 1st on a nature trail way out in the boonies and this wild pig attacked
me without provocation. I was able to take (admittedly) blurry photos
because it began to charge at me from so far away I wasn’t quite sure what it
was doing until it was closer. I then dropped my camera and prepared to
defend myself with walking stick and small pen knife, but luckily the beast
stepped aside at the last second and went off into the forest making a dreadful
banshee sound.” From the photographs it’s hard to tell whether the
approaching blob is a wild boar or – more in keeping with Jeff’s predilections
– an enraged freshwater squid.

Contragestion
4-6 Feb • Construction 4 (Interaction staff weekend). Moat House Hotel,
Congress Rd, SECC, Glasgow. Free to anyone interested.
14 Feb • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Top floor, 6:30pm. With
Pat Cadigan, Graham Joyce, and Roz Kaveney.
19 Feb • Picocon 22, Imperial College Union, London. Admission £7;
students £5, ICSF members £2. Contact ICSF, Beit Quad, Prince Consort Rd,
London, SW7 2BB.
23 Feb • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm onward. With Jon Courtenay Grimwood.
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4 Mar • British Fantasy Society open night, Devereux pub, East St, off the
Strand, London. 6.30pm onwards. All welcome.
4-6 Mar • Mecon 8, Park Avenue Hotel, Holywood Rd, Belfast. GoH Ian
McDonald. £20/Euro30 reg; £22 at the door. Contact 17 Meadowbank Place,
Belfast, BT9 7FE, N. Ireland.
5-6 Mar • Microcon, Exeter University campus. Guests TBA.
25-28 Mar • Paragon2 (Eastercon), Hanover International Hotel, Hinckley,
Leics. £45 reg, £20 supp, £22.50 junior (12-16), £5 child (5-11), infants free.
At-door rates apply from 21 March: £75 full, £35 jr, others as before. Day:
Fri or Mon £15, £7.50 jr; Sat or Sun £35, £20 jr. Contact 4 Burnside Ave,
Sheffield, S8 9FR. Phone 0114 281 0674.
16 Apr • BSFA/SF Foundation free event, Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion
Square, London, WC1. 10:30am-5pm. Including both thrilling AGMs! GoH:
BSFA-sponsored, Ian McDonald; SFF-sponsored TBA.
11 May • Clarke Award Ceremony, English Heritage Lecture Theatre,
London. By invitation. See below for 2005 shortlist.
13-19 Aug • Milford (UK) SF Writers’ Conference, Trigonos, Snowdonia.
Published authors only (1 pro story). Contact Liz Williams (Secretary), Top
Flat, 8 Bedford St, Kemp Town, Brighton, BN2 1AN.
30 Sept - 2 Oct • FantasyCon 2005, Quality Hotel, Walsall. GoH Simon
Clark, Mark Chadbourn, more TBC. £40 reg to 30 Jun 05, then £50; BFS
members £35, then £45. Day rate £20. Contact (with SAE) Beech House,
Chapel Lane, Moulton, Cheshire, CW9 8DQ.

Infinitely Improbable
As Some Of Us See Us. A generally positive article by Suzanne Ryan
(Boston Globe, 14 Jan) about the new Battlestar Galactica ended by quoting
a fan’s all too familiar weasel words: “I thought the mini-series was
fantastic,” he said. “It was incredibly written. The characters were really fully
developed. It wasn’t traditional science fiction.” [CM]
Arthur C. Clarke Award shortlist for 2004 novels: Ian McDonald, River of
Gods; China Miéville, Iron Council; David Mitchell, Cloud Atlas; Richard
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Morgan, Market Forces; Audrey Niffenegger, The Time Traveler’s Wife;
Neal Stephenson, The System of the World. Prize this year: £2005.
The Demolished Nurse. Tony Keen on the 3 Feb London pub meeting: “The
Florence Nightingale was closed tonight, due to imminent demolition. So we
shan’t be going back there again. Emergency fall back (the Jubilee) was used
tonight, but at Pat McMurray’s instigation the London Circle will return in
March to the Silver Cross in Whitehall!”
BSFA Award shortlists for 2004 work: NOVEL Alastair Reynolds, Century
Rain; Kim Stanley Robinson, Forty Signs of Rain; Susanna Clarke, Jonathan
Strange & Mr Norrell; Ken MacLeod, Newton’s Wake; Ian McDonald, River
of Gods; Jon Courtenay Grimwood, Stamping Butterflies. (Six novels are
listed owing to a tie for fifth place.)
• SHORT Vandana Singh, “Delhi” (So Long Been Dreaming: Postcolonial
Visions of the Future); Stephen Baxter, Mayflower II; Jon Courtenay
Grimwood, “Point of No Return” (New Scientist, Xmas/New Year); Kelly
Link, “The Faery Handbag” (The Faery Reel: Tales from the Twilight
Realm); Howard Waldrop, “The Wolf-man of Alcatraz” (SCI FICTION).
• ARTWORK Sebastiao Salgado, Iguana photograph (Guardian); Eric Cabanis,
Millau Bridge photograph (Guardian); Stephan Martiniere, Newton’s Wake
cover (Tor); The Algebraist cover (Orbit); Edward Miller, The Year of Our
War cover (Gollancz).
• The nonfiction category is still in limbo.
As Others See Us. An uplifting view of sf from the musician Moby,
interviewed in Q magazine (March 2005): “The perfect marriage is one
where the man enjoys watching Sex and the City and the woman loves
science fiction. Find me a couple who are like that, and I guarantee you
they’ll be happy.” [GS] Too bad, of course, if it’s the other way around.
Publishers and Sinners. Possibly the most astonishing novel ever written,
Atlanta Nights by “Travis Tea” was created to test – preferably to destruction
– PublishAmerica’s claim to be a serious “traditional publisher” with oldfashioned trappings like editorial standards. James D. Macdonald explains:
“Thirty authors answered the call by banging out a chapter or two over a long
weekend. They were each given a brief outline and a few character notes.
They then wrote their chapters – without knowing what might be in other
chapters, whether their chapter was first, last, or somewhere else in the
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narrative, what time of year it was, or much of anything else. Any accidental
literary competence was rapidly blue-penciled into oblivion. The result varied
from unreadable to incoherent. The manuscript was submitted to
PublishAmerica by a volunteer. PublishAmerica bought the book.” Alas, on
counsel’s advice the hoax had to be revealed before signing a contract which
guaranteed that the book was written solely by the figurehead author –
whereupon PA seized the opportunity to back out. Instead it’s been published
by Lulu.com (see readers’ comments), with profits going to the SFWA
emergency medical fund.
R.I.P. Bruce Cassiday (1920-2005), US author and historian of sf and crime
fiction, died on 12 January. He wrote the novelization Flash Gordon: The
War of the Cybernauts (1975, as by Carson Bingham) and edited Modern
Mystery, Fantasy, and Science Fiction Writers (1993). [RiB]
• Walter Ernsting (1920-2005), German author, editor and translator who as
Clark Darlton co-founded the mighty Perry Rhodan shared world franchise,
died on 15 January aged 84. His career began in the 1950s, when he edited
and wrote for Germany’s Utopia-Magazin, launched in 1955; he had become
known as the grand old man of German sf. [ARW/PY]
• (Diane Gail) Kelly Goldberg, US author who published horror fiction as by
d.g.k. goldberg, died on 14 January. [SFWA]
• Jack Kine (1921-2005), special effects pioneer who co-founded the BBC
Visual Effects Department in 1954, died on 14 January; he was 83. With
Bernard Wilkie he worked on the 1954 BBC production of 1984 and created
memorable monsters for Quatermass II (1955) and Quatermass and the Pit
(1958-9), before moving on to the greater horrors of Tomorrow’s World and
Blue Peter.
• Gerald Pollinger, UK literary agent who represented many sf authors
during his more than 50 years with the Laurence Pollinger agency, died on 5
January. He was 79. [JB]
• Patsy Rowlands (1934-2005), UK actress who was best known for comedy
but had genre TV roles in Raven (1977) and Nigel Kneale’s Kinvig (1981),
died on 22 January aged 71. She also appeared in Danger Man, The Avengers
and Out of the Unknown. [ChM]
• Sven Christer Swahn (1933-2005), major Swedish sf author, critic, and
translator of nearly 200 books, died on 15 January aged 71. [WJ]
In Typo Veritas. “... her public hair is as black as night, the starkest possible
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contrast to the fiery crimson hair higher up.” (Robert Silverberg, Roma
Eterna, 2003). [TK]
Idols of the Marketplace. Nature has revived its “Futures” series of shortshort sf stories as a back-page feature, beginning with Ian Stewart on 3
February. Kindly editor Henry Gee would prefer not to receive unsolicited
submissions, but query letters may be addressed to him at Nature, The
Macmillan Building, 4-6 Crinan Street, London, N1 9XW.
• Inferno! (1997-2005), the Games Workshop magazine which provided one
of the few professional UK outlets for short genre fiction, is ceasing
publication with its January/February issue. Contributors have included
Barrington J. Bayley and Brian Stableford. [PS-P]
Hazel’s Language Lessons: Inuktitut (Canadian Arctic): puijilittatuq, he
does not know which way to turn because of the many seals he has seen come
to the ice surface. (BBC) [MC]
Industrial Tribunal Dept. Waterstone’s contrived much negative publicity
for itself on 5 January, when the Princes Street branch in Edinburgh sacked
its most enthusiastic promoter of sf, Joe Gordon – for the “gross misconduct”
of occasional disrespectful remarks in his weblog. Joe writes gloomily: “11
years of service, all the author events I have organized and run, the reviews,
writing for Waterstone’s publications, appearing on the radio or TV to
discuss books on their behalf, all count for nothing apparently ...” Some see
this as a free speech issue, others as a transparent pretext for getting rid of an
employee disliked by the recently appointed store manager. (Interestingly, the
previous manager knew about the offending weblog and didn’t mind at all.)
Much press coverage followed: The Alien Online, BBC News, The Guardian,
The Register, The Times, and even that ultimate journal of record Charlie
Stross’s Diary.
Outraged Letters. Pierre De Jaeger: “Just read interview with Ballard in
French paper Libération, where he explains how science-fiction died when
Armstrong walked on the moon (many other bitter old fart absurdities in the
interview).” [17 Jan]
• Simo gloats: “I was surprised to read a report in Screen International that
my screenplay of Richard Marsh’s The Beetle was ‘in advanced
development’ at the modern day incarnation of Hammer Films. Almost as
surprised, it turns out, as the CEO of Hammer, who has expressed his liking
528

for the script but has not yet optioned it. It seems that some staffer on the
trade paper, reporting Hammer’s latest co-production deal, got somewhat
confused about the facts. Film journalists, eh? Who would trust them?”
Thog’s Critical Masterclass. Lord of the Rings plot summary: “The plucky
hobbits cross treacherous mountains to stop the evil Lord Sarumon obtaining
the ring he needs for world domination.” (Independent, 29 January)
• “... Brian Aldiss’ Methuselah’s Children ...” (Terry Pratchett, Once More*
With Footnotes, 2004)
Real Lit’ry Awards. The US National Book Critics Circle awards shortlist
of five titles includes two of genre interest, David Mitchell’s Cloud Atlas and
Philip Roth’s The Plot Against America. [PL, 24 Jan]
• Lambda Awards (gay, lesbian, etc) sf/fantasy/horror nominees: Michael
Jensen, Firelands; Greg Herren, ed., Shadow of the Night: Queer Tales of the
Uncanny and Unusual; Jim Grimsley, The Ordinary; Jean Stewart, The
Wizard of Isis; Nicola Griffith, With Her Body.
Medical Report. Jack Chalker, though out of danger, remains
“unresponsive” in hospital.
• Dave Locke, having refused heart surgery for the time being, returned home
on 10 January. He’s said to be in good shape; an angioplasty should
eventually follow. [BB]
• Harry Turner has been recovering in hospital after a stroke. [RoB]
• Roger Levy (writes Keith Brooke, following the A210 stabbing report) is
“back at home now and making good progress. He’s already received many
good wishes messages, which he appreciates greatly. Anyone wishing to
contact Roger may do so via his editor, Simon Spanton, at Orion Books.”
Oscars. Numerous sf/fantasy items are scattered through the 2005
nominations, far too tiresome to list in full. The Best Animated Feature
shortlist comprises The Incredibles, Shark Tale, and Shrek 2.
As Others See Some Of Us. “Very much the Moonies of television cults,
Doctor Who is second only to Star Trek in its ability to attract sociopaths,
hobbyists, theorists, collectors, role-playing gamers, fanatics and, frankly,
experts. There is little this encyclopaedia can put forward which has not
already been the subject of a keynote address at some high-priced, stalesmelling conference in Leicester, called something like SADCON or
TOTALCON.” (Richard Lewis, The Encyclopaedia of Children’s Cult TV,
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2002)
C.o.A. Tom Feller, PO Box 140937, Nashville, TN 37214, USA.
Media Moribundity. The 98th and last Star Trek: Enterprise episode airs in
the USA on 13 May. This takes the Trek franchise off television for the first
time since 1986; and for the first time since 1975, there will be neither a
movie nor a tv show in the pipeline. [SG corrected by DK] (Press release)
Heartthrobs. Sapphire Awards (for sf romance) novel shortlist: Kathleen
Nance, Day of Fire; Charlaine Harris, Dead to the World; Robin D. Owens,
Heart Duel; Angela Knight, Jane’s Warlord; Patricia Briggs, Raven’s
Shadow; Susan Grant, The Scarlet Empress.
The Dead Past. Twenty Years Ago: “... when, in 1985, pollsters asked 1500
Americans to name a famous Japanese person, Godzilla came third (or
second, if you don’t count Bruce Lee, who wasn’t Japanese; Hirohito came
top).” (London Review of Books, 3 Feb 05)
Random Fandom. Michael Harker offers one non-smoking Ansible reader a
free single bed in Glasgow city centre for Interaction. Over-25s from
overseas preferred. Contact michael.harker1 at virgin.net.
• Colin McGregor brags that he smuggled a Torcon 3 report into Linux
Journal (February 2005), in the guise of an article about running that event’s
Linux-based convention internet lounge.
Ghastly Social Blunders Dept. Ansible 210: Quentin Blake is a
Commander, not Companion, of (the Order of) the British Empire.
• Helen Spiral feels that Steve Green’s rant about Adam Mars-Jones and his
attitude to sf on A Good Read (BBC Radio 4) misnamed the actual culprit
Andrew Collins, even though AM-J “has previous form for the offence on at
least one BBC review programme”. Steve: “Possible, I guess ... Whichever,
it’s an attitude prevalent at Radio 4, typified by Mark Lawson’s kneejerk
dismissal of anything fantastical (such as scheduling his holidays to avoid
having to review the Lord of the Rings trilogy).”
The Naked Lunch. John Ordover, the former Pocket Books Star Trek novel
editor who now runs Phobos, is interestingly exposed in Time Out New York
for 6-12 January – which reveals, complete with nude group photo, his sparetime activity of running Clothing Optional Dinners for NYC naturists. “The
unofficial motto of the COD is ‘No Hot Soup’.” It must be healthier than all
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those frowsty sf conventions....
Thog’s Masterclass. Understatement Dept (or, Hot Soup at COD). “Kassad
was aware of the pain as a great sound beyond hearing, a huge, incessant
foghorn of pain, as if thousands of untrained fingers were falling on
thousands of keys playing a massive pipe organ of pain.” (Dan Simmons, The
Fall of Hyperion, 1990) [DL]
• Magical Physics Dept (or, the Bounceless Bounce). “Satellites watched the
residue of gas and energized particles strike the surface and rebound. There
was no heat or momentum transfer.” (Peter F. Hamilton, Pandora’s Star,
2004) [DC]
• Solid Geometry Dept. “The capsule was a truncated cylinder, perhaps four
meters in diameter at the base and three at the top ...” (Charles Stross,
Singularity Sky, 2003) [LC]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • To 2 Apr 05: His Dark Materials at the National Theatre, dir
Nicholas Hytner. Box office 020 7252 3000.
http://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk
• 11 Feb: Birmingham SF Group, Britannia Hotel, New St, from 7.45pm.
With Brian Aldiss. Contact aunico[at]hotmail.com for more details.
• 11 Mar: Birmingham SF Group as above. With David A. Hardy.
• 8-30 Apr: The Day of the Triffids – stage adaptation by Shaun
Prendergast, New Wolsey Theatre, Ipswich. Box office 01473 295 900.
Who Goes There? Farah Mendlesohn wants to tease out the details of your
loathsome personal (reading) habits with her cunningly contrived sf
questionnaire. http://sfquestions.blogspot.com/
Steam Engine Time, the fanzine of sf criticism, is being revived by Bruce
Gillespie and Janine Stinson, who “need to hear from all paid subscribers so
those subbers will be sure to receive their paper copy of #4. Bruce can be
reached at gandc at mira dot net ... Janine at tropicsf at earthlink dot net.”
Tangent Online, the short fiction reviews magazine, has been relaunched
with a new look: http://www.tangentonline.com/
Poetry Corner. Among the preliminaries to the UK National Science Week
(March 2005), Terry Pratchett’s “Ode to Multiple Universes” was aired by
531

BBC Radio 4 on 14 January.
Ansible 211 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2005. Thanks to Barbara Barrett,
Ron Bennett, Richard Bleiler, Judy Blish, Bill Bowers, Len Charlap, Mike
Christie, Dave Clements, Steve Green, Wilf James, Tony Keen, Dan Kimmel,
Duncan Lawie, Locus, Catherine Moore, Chris Moore, Kim Newman,
Publishers Lunch, Joyce Scrivner, Graham Sleight, Phil Stephensen-Payne,
Gordon Van Gelder, Arnold W. Winter, Pete Young, and Hero Distributors:
Rog Peyton (Birmingham), Janice Murray (North America), SCIS, and Alan
Stewart (Thyme/Australia). 4 Feb 05.
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Geekery. Many familiar names appear on the 18-strong shortlist of the first
Man Booker International Prize of £60,000 for life achievement in fiction.
Here they’re listed in order of sf/fantasy interest, as measured by entry length
in the Clute/Nicholls and Clute/Grant Encyclopedias....
1609 words: Stanislaw Lem (Poland). 885: Gabriel Garcia Marquez
(Colombia). 512: Doris Lessing (UK). 315: Muriel Spark (UK). 312: John
Updike (US) (the only finalist who’s in both books – 191 EoSF, 121 EoF).
302: Milan Kundera (Czech Republic). 301: Cynthia Ozick (US). 295:
Gunter Grass (Germany). 270: Margaret Atwood (Canada). 215: Ian McEwan
(UK). 95: Saul Bellow (Canada). 79: Philip Roth (US) 6: Ismail Kadare
(Albania).
The rest score zero. Roth’s total would now be boosted a bit by The Plot
Against America, and Atwood’s by Oryx and Crake despite its disqualifying
lack of talking squid in outer space. The Plain People of Fandom: But what
exactly is the cosmic significance of this ranking? Myself: I think I need to
get out of the house more.

The Musroid World
Margaret Atwood continues to enthuse about her remote-controlled
autograph machine, most recently in The Globe and Mail. [MEd] Thanks to
her initiative, I’m sure, hordes of resistlessly invasive autograph-robots will
one day put an end to Terry Pratchett’s recurring nightmare that somewhere,
somehow, there remains an unsigned copy out there.
Iain Banks achieved the ultimate accolade of having his name dropped in a
BBC Radio 4 Round Britain Quiz question. Those participating were careful
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to indicate the gulf between Iain Banks (“black comedy”) and Iain M. Banks
(“sci-fi”). Or, to put it another way: “Iain Banks [...] who writes novels and
also sci-fi.” (28 February) [SA] • An unlikely fragment of Banksiana from the
Birmingham Post’s “Birthdays” column on 16 Feb: “1954: Iain Banks, 51,
author, winner of the Booker Prize in 1998.” [DH] But perhaps he also writes
as Ian M. McEwan.
H.R. Giger was declared a Grandmaster in the latest Spectrum sf/fantasy art
awards. [L] Full results here.
Simon R. Green once again angles for Ansible publicity in his latest space
opera Deathstalker Coda (2005), whose hero deals summarily with the bitpart villain of Chapter Three despite the latter’s surrender: “He looked at
deLangford, and let his anger lash out. DeLangford’s head exploded,
showering the surroundings with blood and brains and skull fragments. The
body sank slowly to its knees, blood fountaining from the neck ...” Was it
something I said?
Kazuo Ishiguro offers an unusually tactful example of the famous
distancing-oneself-from-sf technique: “[H]is latest book, Never Let Me Go,
has already been tagged as sci-fi because of his use of clones. ‘But there are
things I am more interested in than the clone thing,’ he says. ‘How are they
trying to find their place in the world and make sense of their lives? To what
extent can they transcend their lives? As time starts to run out, what are the
things that really matter? Most of the things that concern them concern us all,
but with them it is concertinaed into this relatively short period of time.’”
And so on. (The Guardian, 19 Feb) [CP]
Anne McCaffrey will be honoured as the latest SFWA Grand Master at the
2005 Nebula Awards weekend (28 April to 1 May).
Andre Norton, who was 93 on 17 February, was hospitalized with ’flu and
pneumonia but has since returned home for terminal hospice care. On the
21st, her carer Sue Stewart explained that Norton preferred to await the end
in familiar surroundings: “She is losing the battle with her illness and is tired
of fighting.” • Meanwhile on 20 February, SFWA announced its new Andre
Norton Award for young-adult sf and fantasy, to be run on the same lines as
the Nebulas.
Terry Pratchett’s A Hat Full of Sky has been selected by the American
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Library Association as both an ALA Notable Book and an ALA Best Book
for Young Adults. [CS]

Concolorate
11-13 Mar • DeciKon (AFKT Trek), Fircroft Hotel, Bournemouth. £30 reg.
Contact 12 Greenfield Rd, London, N15 5EP. 0208 801 8867.
23 Mar • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm onward; fans in bar from 5pm. With Liz Williams.
25-28 Mar • Paragon2 (Eastercon), Hanover International Hotel, Hinckley,
Leics. £45 reg, £20 supp, £22.50 junior (12-16), £5 child (5-11), infants free.
At-door rates apply from 21 March: £75 full, £35 jr, others as before. Day:
Fri or Mon £15, £7.50 jr; Sat or Sun £35, £20 jr. Contact 4 Burnside Ave,
Sheffield, S8 9FR. Phone 0114 281 0674.
16 Apr • Looking Upwards (BSFA/SF Foundation), Conway Hall, 25 Red
Lion Square, London, WC1. 10:30am-5pm. GoH: BSFA Ian McDonald, SFF
Karen Traviss. Admission free. Includes both AGMs.
3-5 Jun • Construction V, Interaction “Worldcon-building weekend”.
Location TBC but likely to be south-east England. Admission free.
4-8 Aug • Interaction (63rd Worldcon), SECC, Glasgow.
£110/$195/Euro165 reg. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ. In
North America: PO Box 58009, Louisville, Kentucky, KY 40268-0009,
USA. Note that Interaction’s final Hugo nominations deadline is 11 March.
5-7 Aug 05 • Bindweed, billed in A184 as a “Get Out Of Worldcon Free
relaxacon, somewhere in York”, has withered. The core group will apparently
be having a private party rather than a convention.
11-12 Mar 06 • P-Con III, Ashling Hotel, Dublin. (NB slight correction to
previously announced dates.) GoH Susanna Clarke. Euro25 reg. Contact
Yellow Brick Rd, 8 Bachelors Walk, Dublin 1, Ireland.
Rumblings • British Fantasy Society: the 4 March London open night had
pub problems and was postponed to April – date/venue TBA.

Infinitely Improbable
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As Others See Us. Andrew Motion, Poet Laureate, made a traditional Nice
Distinction when defining “Landscapes of the Mind” on BBC Radio 4’s A
Map of British Poetry (6 Mar): “I don’t mean science fiction poems. I mean
poems which establish a manifestly invented world in order to advance
recognisable truths about human nature.” Not like science fiction at all, then.
[HS]
• Michael Jackson, of all people, has grasped the essential point that sf is
fiction: he compares press coverage of his legal entanglements to “watching
science fiction. It’s not true.” [NG]
Nebula Final Ballot. Here are the novel and screenplay shortlists: NOVEL
David Mitchell, Cloud Atlas; Cory Doctorow, Down and Out in the Magic
Kingdom; Gene Wolfe, The Knight; Jack McDevitt, Omega; Lois McMaster
Bujold, Paladin of Souls; Sean Stewart, Perfect Circle. (This is very like the
six-title preliminary ballot, but with Cloud Atlas instead of S.M. Stirling’s
Conquistador. Presumably Stirling placed sixth and thus dropped off the final
list; Cloud Atlas was added by the Nebula jury.)
• SCREENPLAY The Butterfly Effect; Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind;
The Incredibles; The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King. [SFWA]
• For short fiction categories, see the SFWA site.
Group Gropes. London’s 1st-Thursday fan meetings remain in flux. No one
actually booked the Silver Cross for 3 March, and the low turnout of 30-40
fans was lost in the crowd. Paul Treadaway felt that the consensus for 7 April
was to try Walkers of Holborn (Norwich St, near Chancery Lane tube
station), which has a large cellar bar and an interested landlord. Others
(Bernie Peek) may stick with the Silver Cross, if only as a base camp for
further pub-seeking explorations.
R.I.P. F.M. “Buz” Busby (1921-2005), US author and long-time sf fan, died
on 17 February after a lengthy illness; he was 83. Buz and his wife Elinor,
who survives him, were co-editors of Cry [of the Nameless] when it won the
Best Fanzine Hugo in 1960. In an sf career running from his 1957 Future SF
magazine debut to the late 1990s, his best known novels were Cage a Man
(1974) and Rissa Kerguelen (1976). Later he felt “sidelined” by the decline of
sf midlist publishing: as he wrote to Ansible in 2002, “I got off about five
more books before it caught up with me, but ya can’t fight regress.” He will
be missed.
• Jack L. Chalker (1944-2005), well-known US sf writer, editor (Mirage
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Press) and fan, died on the morning of 11 February; he was only 60. His 6
December collapse was reported in Runcible 153. Jack’s early, idiosyncratic
sf novels A Jungle of Stars (1976), Midnight at the Well of Souls (1977) and
Dancers in the Afterglow (1978) set a pattern of compulsive, large-scale
adventures usually involving bizarre character metamorphoses and (since
Midnight) building into multi-volume series, some of them bestsellers. John
Clute in the Encyclopedia of SF identified him, despite cavils about
overproduction, as “a novelist of considerable flair, with an ear acutely
attuned to the secret dreams of freedom mortals tend to dream”. Much
sympathy to his widow Eva Whitley and their family. [Obituary by John
Clute in The Independent, 18 February.]
• Sandra Dee (1942-2005), US actress who appeared in The Dunwich Horror
(1970), died on 20 February aged 62.
• Philip DeGuere (1944-2005), US writer, producer and director who worked
on the 1978 TV movie Dr Strange, The Twilight Zone (1980s revival; he
wrote 3 episodes) and Max Headroom (1987), died on 24 January. He was
60.
• Sonya Dorman (1924-2005), US author and poet best known for short sf of
the 1960s and 1970s, died on 14 February; she was 80. She won a Rhysling sf
poetry award for her “Corruption of Metals” (1977).
• Peter Foy (1925-2005), UK theatrical flight specialist whose “Flying by
Foy” company provided wire-flying effects for stage (Peter Pan, Dracula the
Musical, The Lion King), screen (Fantastic Voyage, The Wiz) and TV (The
Flying Nun), died on 17 February aged 79. [AIP]
• Geoffrey Palmer (1912-2005), British antiquarian book dealer, publisher,
and author of children’s ghost stories in collaboration with his long-time
partner Noel Lloyd, died on 22 January aged 92. Their fantasy collections
appeared from 1963 (Ghosts Go Haunting) to 1982 (Haunting Stories of
Ghosts and Ghouls). [JE]
• Ken Lake, copious contributor to British fanzines since the early 1980s, died
on 24 January from liver cancer. More than 220 of his reviews, articles and
letters appeared in BSFA publications. Brian Jordan writes: “I’ll miss his
regular phone calls ... and The Organization APA is weakened by his going.”
• Dan O’Herlihy (1919-2005), Irish-born, Oscar-nominated actor whose long
career included parts in Fail-Safe (1964), Halloween III (1982), The Last
Starfighter (1984), and two RoboCop films, died on 17 February aged 85.
[PDF]
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• John Vernon (1932-2005), Canadian-born actor whose most famous sf role
was the voice of Big Brother in the 1956 film 1984, died on 3 February aged
72. He also voiced such characters as Sub-Mariner and Iron Man in TV
superhero animations.
• Simone Simon (1910-2005), French actress who gained cult fame in Cat
People (1942) and The Curse of the Cat People (1944), died on 22 February.
She was 94. [GVG]
FAAn Awards for 2004 fanzine activity: FANZINE Chunga ed. A. Hooper, R.
Byers & c. juarez. FANWRITER Claire Brialey. LETTERHACK Lloyd Penney. FAN
ARTIST Steve Stiles. BEST FANZINE DESIGN Chunga. [JB]
We Are Everywhere. Thierry Breton, the former chief manager of France
Telecom and Orange who in February was appointed Finance and Economy
Minister of France, is also an SF author whose novels Softwar (1984),
Vatican III (1985), and Netwar (1987) have been translated into 25
languages. [BS]
Outraged Letters. Which author’s second-hand editions are most valued?
Ian Covell did a little research on 17 February: “The top 29 highest priced
items on ABEbooks are by Stephen King. #30 is Ellison’s Stalking The
Nightmare with an introduction by Stephen King ... then it’s King again until
#111, Legends, with a story by Stephen King ... then it’s King again until,
well ... I am not even going to mention the first ‘different’ title, at #173 – an
antique book about Saint STEPHEN, first KING of Hungary. You get the feeling
someone misread the title.”
• Farah Mendlesohn finds another sf author’s name taken in vain: “In D.S.
Halacy Jr’s juvenile novel, Rocket Rescue (1968), the hero’s best friend is
called Harry Harrison, short and red headed. Sadly Harry dies on his first
rescue mission.” No Stainless Steel Rat he. The Guardian had similar fun
with its January discovery that Boris Johnson is not only an eccentric Tory
MP and editor of The Spectator but also the assassin-hero of our very own
Norman Spinrad’s 1967 sf novel Agent of Chaos....
Fanfundery. DUFF: the 2005 Down Under Fan Fund candidates are Chris
Barkley and Joe Siclari; the winner travels to the Aussie Natcon (Tasmania,
June). Voting deadline is 15 April. Ballots downloadable from
duff2005.blogspot.com.
• TAFF: don’t forget the 3 April deadline! Candidates are Chaz Boston
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Baden, Curt Phillips and Suzanne “Suzle” Tompkins. Meanwhile, all fandom
was plunged into bogglement when a “prototype” of James Bacon’s TAFF
report WorldConNomicon appeared at Corflu 2005. The full and proper
“correctly-typed” version should be available at Paragon2. Mail-order details
to follow next month.
Timeslip. Another demonstration that we live in a truly sf world, from
play.com’s description of the DVD The Land That Time Forgot: “Edgar Rice
Burroughs collaborated with Michael Moorcock to write the script for The
Land Before Time, adapted from his own novel.” [IC]
Random Fandom. John Bangsund “suffered a brain haemorrhage on
Saturday 19 February. He is resting in hospital and it is too early to say what
the prognosis will be.” [EC] Some improvement has since been reported, but
John is in poor shape and may need long-term residential care. Get Well
cards c/o Sally Yeoland, 151 Cramer St, Preston, Vic 3072, Australia.
• Morgan Gallagher & David L. Brown became the proud parents of Hugh
Gallagher on 27 Jan. [CMJ]
• Joe Gordon, fired from Waterstone’s Edinburgh bookshop for satirical
weblog remarks (see A211), rode the resulting wave of publicity to a new job
at the Edinburgh branch of Forbidden Planet – where he’s relishing the
supreme irony of being put in charge of the official FP International weblog.
Remembering the FP chain’s reputation for downplaying outmoded forms of
sf like books, Charlie Stross adds: “And hopefully this means Forbidden
Planet will, gasp, start selling sc**nc* f*ct**n again real soon now.”
• Dave Locke had his angioplasty on 14 Feb and returned home next day: the
outlook seems good. [BBo]
• Paul Oldroyd, head of programming for Interaction until his illness, had
heart surgery on 24 Feb: “He was conscious for the whole thing so he could
give feedback to the doctors. It took 4 hours and he described it as hours of
boredom punctuated by moments of pain but he came through it fine.” [MEa]
• Jim Young, former US Foreign Service diplomat, has found a new career:
“for the first time, I’m actually going to be paid for acting, and in a picture
with Tom Cruise in it, no less. Yes, I’m going to be an extra in War of the
Worlds. I tend to doubt that anyone will see me on the silver screen in this,
but it’s a start. Then again, I will probably be the only person running from
the CGI Martians who wrote a doctoral dissertation dealing with H.G.
Wells....”
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More Naughtiness. The cheat merchants at Digitaltermpapers.com don’t
merely encourage students to plagiarize but do it themselves. Ahmed A.
Khan found an essay he’d written for Strange Horizons being sold without
permission or attribution at this site (and, mysteriously with the same
filename, offered for nothing at www.freeessays.tv). It took ten days of
pressure and publicity before Digitaltermpapers.com removed the article,
which they did in surly silence without offering any account of sales. Or, of
course, any payment. Writers who post scholarly essays online should keep
an eye on this outfit.
C.o.A. Keith Oborn, Manor Barn, Cufaude Lane, Bramley, Hants, RG26
5DN. Paul Wrigley & Debbie Cross, 1203 SE Kibling, Troutdale, OR 97060,
USA.
The Dead Past. 25 Years Ago: a high point in the history of the BSFA
Awards came when “Sex Pirates of the Blood Asteroid” by David Langford
was a short-story finalist. (Ansible 7, Mar 1980. It didn’t win.)
Celluloid Awards. BAFTA winners of genre interest were Eternal Sunshine
of the Spotless Mind (original screenplay, editing) and The Day After
Tomorrow (visual effects). The Orange Film of the Year award, voted by the
general public, went to Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban.
• The Writers Guild of America Award for best original screenplay of 2004
also went to Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind.
• Oscars 2005: the most significant and most expected genre win was The
Incredibles as animated feature film. Meanwhile, yet another award for
original screenplay went to Eternal Thingy of the Spotless Wossname.
Thog’s Masterclass. Extreme Heliography Dept. “Signal Mirror: This item
may be used to transmit messages in Morse or a similar code over distances
of up to 5 miles in full sunlight, up to 2 miles during overcast weather, and up
to 1 mile at night.” (Stargate SG-1 Role-Playing Game, 2003) [AK]
• Dept of Ancient-Mariner Astronomy. “... she could see nothing but the old
moon with a lost star drifting between its horns.” (Patricia A. McKillip, Heir
of Sea and Fire, 1980) [TMcD]
• Relativity Dept. “The Rim Star ... went too fast. If starlight had glittered on
her travelling at the speed she’d attained ... she would have been invisible. No
one light-wave was fast enough to strike her and be reflected ...” (Murray
Leinster, The Other Side of Nowhere, 1955) [BA]
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• Straight On ’Til Morning Dept. “You simply head your space ship toward
your sun for about three million miles, take a sharp turn left and go about five
or six million miles and there we will be. Please do come visit us when you
build your space ship.” (Sara Cavanaugh, A Woman in Space, 1981) [SG]
• Dept of Mainstream Cephalopods (or, Look At The Beak On That Bimbo!).
“‘Adams won’t like this,’ she said, and turned with a smile which was for
him alone to let him take her, and helped his heart find hers by fastening her
mouth on his as though she were an octopus that had lost its arms to the
propellers of a tug, and had only its mouth now with which, in a world of the
hunted, to hang on to wrecked spars.” (Henry Green, Concluding, 1978)
[YH]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • To 2 Apr 05: His Dark Materials at the National Theatre, dir
Nicholas Hytner. Box office 020 7252 3000.
http://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk
• 11 Mar: Birmingham SF Group, Britannia Hotel, New St, from 7.45pm.
With David A. Hardy. Contact aunico[at]hotmail.com for more details.
• 3 Apr: Bryan Talbot talk/slide show at Words05 (Leigh and Wigan Literary
festival). 2pm. Derby Room, Turnpike Centre, Civic Square,
Leigh, Lancs.
• 8-30 Apr: The Day of the Triffids – stage adaptation by Shaun
Prendergast, New Wolsey Theatre, Ipswich. Box office 01473 295 900.
Closure! Following last issue’s report, The New York Review of SF (February
2005) has now published the long-lost ending of “The Eye of Argon”. Your
editor dutifully added the missing 254 words to this on-line version:
http://ansible.co.uk/misc/eyeargon.html [link updated 2009]
Campbell Rules Tweak. Rather too late for a significant effect on this year’s
nominations, the John W. Campbell new-writer award rules have been
changed to allow a broader definition of professional magazine publication
than used by WSFS for the Hugos. E.g. publication in Interzone, a mere
semiprozine by Hugo rules, counts as professional for JWC purposes.
http://www.interaction.worldcon.org.uk/hugojwc.htm
http://www.noreascon.org/hugos/CampbellRules.html
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Ansible 212 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2005. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Sion Arrowsmith, James Bacon, Bill Bowers, Elaine Cochrane, Ian Covell,
Paul Di Filippo, Malcolm Edwards, Martin Easterbrook, John Eggeling, Neil
Gaiman, Steve Green, David Haddock, Yvonne Hewett, Claire M. Jordan,
Locus Online, Tim McDaniel, Farah Mendlesohn, Andrew I. Porter, Chris
Priest, Boris Sidyuk, Colin Smythe, Helen Spiral, Gordon Van Gelder, and
Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (BSFG), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan
Stewart (Australia). 7 Mar 05.
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Ansible 213, April 2005
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
http://ansible.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X
(online). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Atom. Available for SAE, or for
hrönir of the eleventh degree.
Paragon2. Once again the UK Eastercon took place in the eerily familiar
surroundings of what is now called the Hinckley Island Hotel (formerly
known as the Hanover International, Howling Wilderness, A Junction on the
M69, etc).
• BSFA Awards. NOVEL Ian McDonald, River of Gods. SHORT Stephen
Baxter, “Mayflower 2”. ARTWORK Stephan Martinière, Tor US cover of
Newton’s Wake by GoH Ken MacLeod.
• Most terrifying con newsletter quote, ascribed to the bar staff: “You don’t
drink as much as the Discworld folk.” O tempora, O mores.
• More Awards. Phlosque, for cute but significant artwork: Bridget
Bradshaw. Doc Weir, for unsung good folk: Dave Lally, plus a special for
Faldo the retiring guide dog (see A210). Hall Costume: Ian Watson(!).
• Eastercon 2007. The shock horror lack of any bid left UK fandom
strangely unperturbed. Could this be the end of Eastercon, or of two-year
bidding? A bid for Croydon is rumoured: “Possibly apocryphal sources
suggest that James Bacon is involved.” [PT] Meanwhile, Chris Bell and
others are planning a bid provisionally titled Convoy, using the Adelphi
Hotel in Liverpool: “They would love us to go back ...”
• Hugo Nominations were also revealed and caused much stir at Easter. We
apologize to Ian “Ansible is all bloody boring award lists!” Sorensen:
• NOVEL (424 nominating ballots): Iain M. Banks, The Algebraist; China
Miéville, Iron Council; Charles Stross, Iron Sunrise; Susanna Clarke,
Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell; Ian McDonald, River of Gods.
• NOVELLA (249) Charles Stross, “The Concrete Jungle” (The Atrocity
Archives); Charles Stross, “Elector” (Asimov’s 09/04); Bradley Denton,
“Sergeant Chip” (F&SF 09/04); Michael A. Burstein, “Time Ablaze”
(Analog 6/04); Lois McMaster Bujold, “Winterfair Gifts” (Irresistible
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Forces).
• NOVELETTE (215) Benjamin Rosenbaum, “Biographical Notes to ‘“A
Discourse on the Nature of Causality, with Air-Planes” by Benjamin
Rosenbaum’” (All-Star Zeppelin Adventure Stories); Michael F. Flynn, “The
Clapping Hands of God” (Analog 7/04); Kelly Link, “The Faery Handbag”
(The Faery Reel); Paolo Bacigalupi, “The People of Sand and Slag” (F&SF
2/04) Christopher Rowe, “The Voluntary State” (Sci Fiction 5 May 04).
• SHORT (269) James Patrick Kelly, “The Best Christmas Ever” (Sci Fiction
26 May 04); Michael A. Burstein, “Decisions” (Analog 1/04); Mike Resnick,
“A Princess of Earth” (Asimov’s 12/04); Robert J. Sawyer, “Shed Skin”
(Analog 1/04); Mike Resnick, “Travels with My Cats” (Asimov’s 2/04).
• RELATED BOOK (263) Pat and Dick Lupoff, The Best of Xero; Edward James
& Farah Mendlesohn, The Cambridge Companion to SF; William Tenn,
Dancing Naked; David A. Hardy & Patrick Moore, Futures; Peter Weston,
With Stars in My Eyes.
• DRAMATIC – LONG (340) Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind, Harry Potter
and the Prisoner of Azkaban, The Incredibles, Sky Captain and The World of
Tomorrow, Spider-Man 2.
• DRAMATIC – SHORT (161) Stargate SG-1 “Heroes” 1&2, Angel “Not Fade
Away”, Lost Pilot Episode, Angel “Smile Time”, Battlestar Galactica “33”.
• PRO EDITOR (296) Ellen Datlow, Gardner Dozois, David G. Hartwell,
Stanley Schmidt, Gordon Van Gelder.
• PRO ARTIST (232) Jim Burns, Bob Eggleton, Frank Kelly Freas, Donato
Giancola, John Picacio.
• SEMIPROZINE (238) Ansible, Interzone, Locus, The New York Review of SF,
The Third Alternative.
• FAN WRITER (241) Claire Brialey, Bob Devney, David Langford, Cheryl
Morgan, Steven H Silver.
• FANZINE (218) Banana Wings, Challenger, Chunga, Emerald City, Plokta.
• FAN ARTIST (179) Brad Foster, Teddy Harvia, Sue Mason, Steve Stiles,
Frank Wu.
• WEB SITE (311) eFanzines, Emerald City, Locus Online, Sci Fiction, Strange
Horizons.
• JOHN W. CAMPBELL AWARD for new writers (187; not a Hugo; asterisks mark
second and final year of eligibility) Elizabeth Bear*, K.J. Bishop*, David
Moles*, Chris Roberson*, Steph Swainston.
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The Sect of the Phoenix
Iain M. Banks (yes, that’s what the official announcement calls him, with
the Middle Initial of Space Opera) will receive a honorary DLitt degree from
the University of Glasgow on 15 June, for being an “Acclaimed author and
ambassador for Scotland’s literary culture”. [JK]
Samuel R. Delany had an emergency appendectomy on 5 March, followed
by complications – a split suture leading to infection though luckily not
peritonitis – requiring further hospital treatment. He is still recovering and
would like to do so in private (no messages, please).
Michael Swanwick offers a soothing “As Others See Yet Others” encounter:
“As part of my campaign to fight self-pity in my chosen genre, I went to a
brunch with E.L. Doctorow at Kelly Writers House here in Philadelphia,
where the great man denied that he wrote historical fiction. ‘The Scarlet
Letter was set 150 years in Hawthorne’s past,’ he pointed out. ‘Does that
make it historical fiction?’ Well ... yes. / Doctorow has just turned in a new
novel, incidentally. The March takes place during the Civil War but is by no
means you-know-what.”
Dave Wolverton has been outed. From the copyright page of Worlds of the
Golden Queen (advance reading copy, forthcoming from Tor): “This
omnibus edition comprises The Golden Queen and Beyond the Gate by David
Farland, which were originally published under Mr. Farland’s pseudonym
Dave Wolverton.” [GF] Next, it will be revealed that Stephen King is actually
Richard Bachman.

Conure
11 Apr • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Top floor, 6:30pm. With
Pat Cadigan and guests TBA.
16 Apr • Looking Upwards (BSFA/SF Foundation), Conway Hall, 25 Red
Lion Square, London, WC1. 10:30am-5pm. GoH: BSFA Ian McDonald, SFF
Karen Traviss. Admission free. Includes both AGMs.
27 Apr • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans in bar from 5pm. With Susanna Clarke.
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4 May • British Fantasy Society open night, Walkers of Holborn, 9 Norwich
St, London, EC4A 1EJ. From 6.30pm. All welcome.
11 May • Clarke Award Ceremony, English Heritage Lecture Theatre,
London. By invitation.
3-5 Jun • Construction V (yet another Interaction staff weekend). Location
TBC but most likely to be Stevenage, Herts.
29-31 Jul • Precursor 2: The Smithcon (relaxacon), Quality Hotel, Walsall.
£25 reg to 8 The Orchard, Tonwell, Herts, SG12 8HG, or $44 to Jae Leslie
Adams, 621 Spruce St, Madison, WI 53715, USA.
4-8 Aug • Interaction (63rd Worldcon), SECC, Glasgow.
£110/$195/Euro165 reg to 30 Jun. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2
3HQ.
11-15 Aug • The Ring Goes Ever On (Tolkien Soc): Aston U, Birmingham.
Now £60/$115/Euro103 reg; society members £55/$105/Euro95. Contact 28
Loverock Crescent, Rugby, CV21 4AR.
15-16 Oct • Octocon, Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth, Ireland. Guests TBA.
Euro20 reg, student Euro15, under-18 Euro10 until 1 May, to Octocon,
Basement Flat, 26 Longford Tce, Monkstown, Co. Dublin. Sterling £15, £10,
£7 to “Dave Lally #2 A/C”, 64 Richborne Tce, London, SW8 1AX.
28-31 Oct • Cult TV 2005, Birmingham. Various guests. £99 reg, £49 child
(10-15). Contact PO Box 1701, Wolverhampton, WV4 4WT.
23-25 Feb 07 • Redemption 07 (B7/B5/general), Hinckley Island Hotel,
Leics. £40 reg to 15 Apr 05, £45 to 9 Aug; £50 to 31 Aug 06; £55 to 9 Feb
07; £60 at door. Day: £35, £40 at door. Under 18s £15; day £10. Under 3s
free. 26 Kings Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Susan Mitchell knows what’s fiction and what isn’t:
“Read any good novels lately? Read any bad novels lately? My guess is that
if you’ve read anything, for pleasure or interest, it hasn’t been fiction. Book
sales of fiction, particularly literary fiction, are down. By fiction I don’t mean
fantasy, as in Harry Potter or Lord of the Rings, I mean a story about our lives
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created from an author’s imagination.” (Weekend Australian Financial
Review, 19-20 Mar) [DW]
• Mark Lawson, connoisseur of fantasy, reports the news that Ian McKellen
will feature in Coronation Street: “The explanation for Sir Ian’s soap debut
may simply be that he wanted to speak some proper dialogue after appearing
in all that Tolkein [sic] trog tosh ...” (Guardian, 12 March)
Group Gropes. London First Thursdays: Eastercon flyers announced a move
to Walkers of Holborn, 9 Norwich St, EC4A 1EJ (near Chancery Lane tube),
which has been booked for 7 April and beyond. [PT]
Even Still Yet More Awards. Dick Award: Gwyneth Jones, Life; also
special citation to Lyda Morehouse for Apocalypse Array.
• Tiptree: Honours for best “gender-bending” sf of 2004 went to two novels,
Joe Haldeman’s Camouflage and Johanna Sinisalo’s Troll: A Love Story, the
US translation of her Finlandia Prize-winner Ennen päiävanlaskua ei voi
(2000; UK Not Before Sundown, 2003).
• ICFA Awards. At this year’s International Conference on the Fantastic in
the Arts, the William L. Crawford Award for best new fantasy writer went to
Steph Swainston for The Year of Our War, while Damien Broderick received
the Distinguished Scholarship Award.
• SF Hall of Fame: latest additions are Philip K. Dick (token print-media
person), Steven Spielberg, Ray Harryhausen, and Chesley Bonestell.
• The Sir Arthur C. Clarke Awards or “Arthurs”, first presented on 2 April
2005 for British contributions to rocketry and space, should not be confused
with the established “Clarkes” for sf novels published in Britain. But they
will be. [PT]
Marmite Ads homaging The Blob have terrified young children and earned
the disapproval of the Advertising Standards Authority. (BBC News) I too
was terrorized by Marmite when little, but the callous media ignored my
sufferings. Today’s brats have it too easy. Harrumph!
R.I.P. K.V. Bailey, whose death was briefly reported in A210, is appreciated
in a supplement to that issue by Steve Sneyd.
• Gertrude M. Carr (1907-2005), old-time US fan who discovered fandom in
1949, was the original editor of Cry of the Nameless, and continued her APA
activity until 2003, died on 6 March. She was 97.
• Karen Wynn Fonstad (1945-2005), US cartographer who created The Atlas
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of Middle-Earth (1981) and other fantasy and sf map-books, died on 11
March. [SFS]
• Willis Hall (1929-2005), UK playwright and children’s fantasy novelist,
died on 7 March aged 75. His TV work included many scripts for Worzel
Gummidge. [JE]
• Debra Hill (1950-2005), US screenwriter and producer who worked on
various Halloween films from 1978, The Fog (1980), and Escape From New
York (1981), died on 7 March. She was 54. [GW]
• Brian Kelly (1931-2005), US actor of Flipper fame and executive producer
of Blade Runner (1982), died on 12 February. He was 73.
• David Kossoff (1919-2005), UK writer and actor whose genre credits
included Journey Into Space (BBC radio 1953-5), The Mouse That Roared
(1955) and The Mouse on the Moon (1962), died on 23 March aged 85.
• Raylyn Moore (1928-2005), US author who was married to Ward Moore
(1903-1978) and whose one novel is What Happened to Emily Goode After
the Great Exhibition (1978), died on 27 February; she was 77. [L]
• Andre Norton (1912-2005), US author who needs no introduction, died on
17 March at age 93, following long illness and weeks of hospice care at
home. She published over 130 books, from a 1934 historical debut to a final
solo sf novel awaiting publication this month (Tor rushed her an early copy),
and in 1984 became the first woman to be honoured as SFWA Grand Master.
Her many sf series, most famously “Witch World”, were formative influences
on countless younger readers. Some obituaries: SFWA, CNN , Daily
Telegraph, Steve Holland in The Guardian.
• Redmond A. Simonsen, who with James Dunnigan founded Simulations
Publications Inc (SPI), publishers of many sf/fantasy board games, died on 9
March. He was 62. SPI began in 1969 and was bought by TSR in 1982. [AIP]
Thog’s Critical Masterclass. Trenchant opinions from the creator of a
certain new Doctor Who series: “It pisses me off when purists say: ‘Why
have Disney done The Little Mermaid and changed the ending?’ Well,
they’ve reinvented it so that many more millions of children than have ever
read the original Oscar Wilde story can come to know and love The Little
Mermaid.” (Independent, 14 March)
• “[Marion Zimmer] Bradley’s husband, Leigh Brackett, wrote The Darkover
Concordance: A Reader’s Guide (1979) to help sort out the complexities of
the series.” (Applewhite Minyard, Decades of Science Fiction, 1998) [DL]
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Fanfundery. Trip Report Bounty. Joe Siclari announces that FANAC has
donated $200 to TAFF to mark the appearance of Peter Weston’s 1974 report
(in With Stars In My Hugo Nomination), and James Bacon’s 2004 report
WorldConNomicon (available from him: £5/Euro7/$9 inc post, to 211
Blackhorse Ave, Dublin 7, Ireland). STOP PRESS: Tobes Valois’s 2002 TAFF
report tortured out of him in marathon Eastercon session!
• GUFF (Australasia to Interaction): voting deadline is 29 April 2005.
List to Starboard. Nice to see that the Scottish Book Trust’s “100 Best
Scottish Books of All Time” list features several genre titles, not only classics
like Confessions of a Justified Sinner, Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr
Hyde, and The Wind in the Willows, but such cult oddities as David Lindsay’s
A Voyage to Arcturus. Selections by living authors include Alasdair Gray’s
Lanark, Iain Banks’s The Wasp Factory, and the ubiquitous Harry Potter and
the Philosopher’s Stone of Scone (in America, Harry Potter and the
Sorcerer’s Cookie). Particularly surprising is the appearance of 1984 by that
braw, sonsie lad George Orwell, on the flimsy basis that he wrote it on the
Isle of Jura. (Justifying the inclusions of Heart of Darkness and From Russia
With Love is left as an exercise for readers.)
• Another list, of inspirational war-related books, is maintained by the US
Marines and was recently (Feb 2005) purged of its 1996 version’s sf
selections Starship Troopers and Ender’s Game. [JD] Our whistleblower
mysteriously attributes this change to the War on Terror.
Who’s This? From a newspaper feature on dud predictions (Sunday Express,
27 March): “Another expert – respected sci-fi author Howard Harrison –
predicted in 1979 that a severe food shortage of natural produce would
cripple Britain. He reckoned we’d be eating Weetabix ‘three times a day’.”
[KF] Harry, was that you ...?
Random Fandom. John Bangsund “is making a great recovery” from his
stroke, writes Sally Yeoland: “enormous improvement ... his short term
memory has now completely returned, and John is now able to finish his
sentences and thoughts.” It’s hoped that he can move from hospital to
sheltered accommodation in mid-April.
• Richard E. Geis, despite his famous reclusiveness, was the subject of a
sympathetic Steve Duin column in The Oregonian for 15 March. His many
Hugos for SF Review/The Alien Critic get an admiring mention. [KY]
• Alice Turner and Dave Field were married in Coventry on 27 March. [SG]
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Editorial. Let there be no unseemly, chauvinistic gloating over that allBritish Hugo novel shortlist. Thanks to those who nominated me! Heroic
efforts at modesty are doubtless being made by Charlie Stross and Cheryl
Morgan, with three nominations apiece, and by Iain Banks and Ian
McDonald, who both achieved the rare feat of having a novel shortlisted
without prior US publication (forthcoming in each case). • Meanwhile, Paul
Di Filippo’s March books column in Asimov’s SF mentions a collection close
to my heart....
C.o.A. Chris Amies, 18 Jemmett Close, Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey, KT2
7AJ. Geoff & Hui Hill, 42 Imperial Ave, Westcliffe-on-Sea, SS0 8NQ.
Naomi Saunders (from 3 May), 603 Newmarket Rd, Cambridge, CB5 8PA.
Ian Sorensen, 3 Portia Place, Motherwell, ML1 1EL.
As Others See Us II. Further reassurance regarding Kazuo Ishiguro’s ripsnorting space opera about rogue clones, Never Let Me Go: “This is not a
book of science fiction. I doubt that Ishiguro is even particularly interested in
the science or ethics of cloning. So don’t go to the novel for a Peter Singer
workout. What you will find is an intense, but undramatised exploration of
the intricacies of human emotion and human interplay.” (Morag Fraser, The
Age, Melbourne, 12 March) [MR]
• On-line sexual advice from Nerve.com: “[Q] What do the following books
say about a person’s sexual characteristics: A man currently reading The Da
Vinci Code? [A] This guy is going to be awful in bed. This is just one step up
from a sci-fi reader, someone who thinks sex can’t measure up to
masturbation.” [HF]
Euroclarion. Geoff Ryman and others are raising funds to launch a European
equivalent of the legendary Clarion sf writers’ workshops. Keep an eye on
developments at http://www.euroclarion.org.uk/.
The Dead Past. Let’s raise our glasses in bicentennial appreciation of Hans
Christian Andersen, born 2 April 1805, who inspired one long-cherished
assessment of Ansible: “As a newszine, it is the Emperor’s New Clothes.”
(Mike Glyer, File 770, 1987).
• Robert Louis Stevenson, drug-crazed hippy, was allegedly high on an ergotderived hallucinogen while writing Jekyll and Hyde – according to a Times
story on 20 March.
Outraged Letters. Mat Coward enjoys another grumble: “In Radio Times,
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12-18 March, the intro to an article about the ‘Supervolcano’ film: ‘A billion
people killed and the start of a new ice age. Science fiction, right? Not
according to a disturbing hi-tech thriller.’ Ah yes, quite – hi-tech thrillers,
you can rely on them. Not like that daft fiction about science nonsense.”
• John Jarrold feels quietly smug: “For the second year running, a book I
commissioned for the much-lamented Earthlight imprint has won the BSFA
Award for Best Novel, with River of Gods following on from Jon Courtenay
Grimwood’s Felaheen....”
Thog’s Masterclass. Hazards of Spaceship Acceleration Dept. “Grant slept
fitfully, dreaming that some giant hand was shaking him, pummeling him
mercilessly. He snapped awake and found that it was no dream.”
• “Abruptly the thrusters shut off. Grant felt it like a blow to his crotch.”
(both Ben Bova, Jupiter, 2000) [AR]
• Arithmetic Dept. “Caine [...] hobbled to the kitchen, closing the door behind
him, 1.3 seconds before three soldiers burst into the room. ... Their names are
Martin Crowe, Juan Esposito, Ron McCoy, and Charlie Rainer.” (Adam
Fawer, Improbable, 2005) [FB]
• Dept of Supersonics. “The ships were so big, so vast, so fast. Faster than
sound. The noise reached you after the ship made it. That was why there was
never any warning.” (Nicholas Fisk, Starstormers, 1980)
• Theory of Numbers Dept. “The number of vertices of the shapes on the lefthand frame are the first four primes: one, three, five and seven.” (Alastair
Reynolds, Diamond Dogs, 2001) [LC]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 3 Apr: Bryan Talbot talk/slide show at Words05 (Leigh and
Wigan Literary festival). 2pm. Derby Room, Turnpike Centre, Civic Square,
Leigh, Lancs.
• 8-30 Apr: The Day of the Triffids – stage adaptation by Shaun Prendergast,
New Wolsey Theatre, Ipswich. Box office 01473 295 900.
• 19 May: Peter F. Hamilton at Leicester Writers Club, Small Hall, Adult Ed
Coll, Wellington St, Leicester. 7pm-9pm. “Admission £3/2 on the door”,
whatever that means exactly.
• 15 Jun: Iain Banks gets his honorary DLitt (amid other presentations, of
course) in the Bute Hall, University of
Glasgow. Entry tickets are free but numbers are limited. Apply to Mike
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Findlay, m.findlay[at]admin.gla.ac.uk. [MM]
• 10 Jul: Stephen Briggs speaks at the Faringdon Arts Festival, 11am. “No
idea what it’ll really be about ...”
April Foolery. Proofreading in this issue may be less than perfect, since the
usual eagle-eyed editorial scrutiny has been impaired by a slight though
tiresome post-Eastercon eye infection. But there are no intentional hoaxes.
(This sentence, however, contains threee erors.)
The Alien Online, that popular British sf webzine, is phasing out book
reviews. Editor “Ariel” will continue his news and personal weblog postings,
but hopes to spend more time on other work and real life. This decision
follows the acrimonious “Pavlougate” affair in which James Lovegrove’s
strongly negative TAL review of Gene by Stel Pavlou (since nervously
removed from the site) caused the wounded author to respond in such mature
terms as: “Eat shit and die you sad lamentable little fuck.”
Hugos There? A link to the full official list, without all the condensation and
compression needed to get it into Ansible:
http://www.interaction.worldcon.org.uk/pressr31.htm
April London Meeting: fuller directions on the page below.
http://news.ansible.co.uk/london.html
Ansible 213 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2005. Thanks to James Bacon,
Frank Böhmert, Claire Brialey, Len Charlap, Joel Davis, John Eggeling,
Henry Farrell, Gregory Feeley, Keith Freeman, Steve Green, Jennie
Kermode, Denny Lien, Locus Online, Mark Meenan, Andrew I. Porter,
Adam Roberts, Margaret Ruwoldt, SF Site, Paul Treadaway, Gordon Van
Gelder, Damien Warman, Gary Wilkinson, Jessica Yates, Kate Yule, and our
Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group), Janice Murray (N. America),
SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Oz). 1 Apr 05.
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Vote for Quatermass! Ansible tends to ignore elections, but the UK
Independence Party’s TV ad makes daring use of sf imagery: “The giant
squid represents the EU of course (just in case you miss the point it has 12
stars tattooed on its ugly forehead). The ‘alien body’ looms over St Paul’s,
swiping its tentacles at terrified passers-by, it ‘smashes’ our currency and
engulfs the Houses of Parliament.” [BBC/NH] Way to go....

The Sky Lords
Stephen Fry knows that Douglas Adams didn’t write that icky sf stuff: “I’m
not a fan of science-fiction but neither was Douglas. He just happened to
write a book about space and time. / I wouldn’t want to mention names but I
do think science-fiction writers take themselves far too seriously.” (Ireland
OnLine news) [NH]
David A. Hardy’s Hugo campaign is off to a good start: “Futures: 50 Years
in Space was awarded a Sir Arthur Clarke Award [see A213] for ‘best written
presentation’. Both Patrick [Moore] and I receive a handsome engraved glass
‘obelisk’ of exactly the same proportions as the black one in 2001, but also
bearing a famous diagram showing three geostationary satellites in orbit. (In
case you haven’t noticed, it is exactly 60 years since Arthur’s very significant
article appeared in Wireless World [1945], proposing these for
communication.)” [3 April] • More bragging followed: “My cover on the
November 2004 issue of Analog was voted ‘best cover of the year’ in their
AnLab Readers’ Poll – the third consecutive year that I have won this. Not
bad for a Brit, eh?!”
Kazuo Ishiguro still draws a line between his clones-for-organs saga Never
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Let Me Go and those talking squid in outer space: “The point, says Ishiguro,
is not to create a science-fiction scenario but to find a metaphor through
which to look at aspects of the human condition, such as friendship and
ageing and the myths with which we comfort ourselves as we hurtle towards
oblivion.” Likewise: “I am not interested in devising futuristic landscapes, he
says, This is the world as we know it, except for one major tweak.”
(Waterstone’s Books Quarterly 16) [WP]
John Meaney reports from the heady world of tie-in publicity: “In that wellknown bookshop, F****s, the atmosphere was buzzing in the SF section
tonight [8 April], as staff discussed their new promotion strategy. With a
screening of Hitch-Hiker’s Guide To The Galaxy about to occur in London,
the opportunities were shimmering: costumes, glamorous hair-dos, and ... ‘I
know,’ said one of the booksellers. ‘We could bring Douglas Adams into the
shop.’ I told her it was an excellent idea, and one that he surely would have
approved of.”
Larry Niven & Jerry Pournelle are to receive the 2005 Heinlein Award for
“outstanding published work in hard science fiction or technical writings
inspiring the human exploration of space.” Which reminds me that the latest
N&P novel to arrive here is a fantasy, Burning Tower, whose Voyager
edition has a jacket painting of a huge, blazing, medieval fortress. Cover
artist Steve Stone was presumably not informed that the setting is prehistoric
America, fourteen thousand years ago, or that Burning Tower is merely a
female character’s name....
J.K. Rowling, author of some books, appeared in April’s Sunday Times list
of the 1,000 richest Brits. She was placed at equal 96th with £500 million,
down from last year’s 91 (when she had only £430m). Terry Pratchett, author
of some other books, was not included. [SG]
H.G. Wells – remember him? The Seattle Post-Intelligencer doesn’t. From
an article on forthcoming movies: “War of the Worlds, the Steven SpielbergTom Cruise remake of the Orson Welles radio classic ...” [S] By way of
further ignominy, the Wells mural that for nearly 20 years was a popular
feature of Market Square in his Bromley birthplace has been whitewashed
into oblivion. Admittedly its imagery was slightly confused – besides a giant
Food of the Gods chicken and a 1952 War of the Worlds movie flying saucer,
there was also a Tripod from the 1984-5 BBC TV adaptation of John
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Christopher’s novels. Heedless of this year’s War of the Worlds remake, and
hoping to become a World Heritage site in 2006, Bromley wants to replace
the dilapidated mural with a new one themed for the more respectable
Charles Darwin “and his use of the local Downe countryside in the
development of his theories.” According to the head of Bromley’s heritage
and urban planning committee: “... in memory of the previous mural, we are
keen to include references to Wells in the new design.” [JS] A Tripod,
perhaps, caught in the very act of failing to be naturally selected.

Contline
CANCELLED: 9 May • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Top
floor, 6:30pm. With Pat Cadigan and guests whose names are shrouded in
mystery. [Cancellation announced 5 May.]
11 May • Clarke Award Ceremony, English Heritage Lecture Theatre,
London. By invitation only.
20-22 May • Fantastic Films Weekend, Nat Mus Photo, Film & TV,
Bradford. £45 reg, £35 wkend, £15 day. Box office 0870 70 10 200.
25 May • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans in bar from 5pm. With Harry Harrison.
3-5 Jun • Construction V – final Interaction staff weekend before the Thing
Itself. Location now confirmed as Stevenage, Herts.
29-31 Jul • Clarecraft Discworld Event, Warren Farm, Woolpit, Suffolk.
Camping weekend. £5 reg to Clarecraft, Unit 1, Woolpit Business Park,
Woolpit, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP30 9UP.
29-31 Jul • Precursor 2 (relaxacon) – CANCELLED, alas, owing to lack of
members. Contact The Orchard, Tonwell, Herts, SG12 8HG.
30-31 July • Caption (comics), Wolfson College, Oxford. £10 reg; £5
unwaged. Guests TBC. Contact 149 Campbell Rd, Oxford, OX4 3NX,
4-8 Aug • Interaction (63rd Worldcon), SECC, Glasgow. £110/$195/€165
reg to 30 Jun. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
14 Aug • Banopticon (Who), Marine Ct Hotel, Bangor, Co Down, Ireland.
GoH C. Baker. £20 reg. Info: banopticon2005[at]yahoo.co.uk.
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2-4 Sep • Festival of Fantastic Films 16, Day’s Hotel, central Manchester.
Guests and membership rates TBC.
15-16 Oct • Octocon, Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth, Ireland. Guests TBA. Now
€30 reg, student €25, under-18s €15 until 1 Oct, to Octocon, Basement Flat,
26 Longford Tce, Monkstown, Co. Dublin. Sterling £20, £15, £10 to “Dave
Lally #2 A/C”, 64 Richborne Tce, London, SW8 1AX.
23-25 Feb 07 • Redemption 07 (B7/B5), Hinckley Island Hotel, Leics. Now
£45 reg, to 9 Aug 05; £50 to 31 Aug 06; £55 to 9 Feb 07; £60 at door.
Contact 26 Kings Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Suneel Ratan of Wired knows where to find true sf
innovation: “While most sci-fi – whether on TV, in movies or books –
remains aimed toward science geeks or overgrown adolescents, producer
Ronald Moore and the Sci-Fi Channel have essentially reinvented the genre
by giving it an edgy, current, broad-based appeal.” [JH]
• Janice Eisen is much amused that “people who dedicate their entire lives to
a single movie [The Big Lebowski] should look down on sf fans.” Thus a
spokesman explains the regular Lebowski Fest: “People have likened it to a
‘Star Trek’ or science-fiction convention, but we have women and nobody
speaks Klingon.” (AZcentral.com article)
Nebula Awards, announced 30 April: NOVEL Lois McMaster Bujold, Paladin
of Souls. NOVELLA Walter Jon Williams, “The Green Leopard Plague”
(Asimov’s 10/03). NOVELETTE Ellen Klages, “Basement Magic” (F&SF 5/03).
SHORT Eileen Gunn, “Coming to Terms” (Stable Strategies and Others).
SCRIPT The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King.
R.I.P. Bill Bowers (1943-2005), major US fan and fanzine publisher for
several decades, died on 18 April after years of failing health. He was 61. In
the 1960s he co-edited Double:Bill with Bill Mallardi, and since the 1970s
published seventy issues of the impressive Outworlds, with #71 still in
progress; both these fanzines collected multiple Hugo nominations. He tied as
winner of the TransAtlantic Fan Fund in 1976. Bill will be very much missed.
[DL]
• John Brosnan (1947-2005), Australian writer, magazine columnist and sf
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film expert long resident in Britain, was found dead in his flat at Ortygia
House, Harrow, on 11 April, after friends were unable to contact him. The
cause of death was acute pancreatitis. John wrote five books on genre
cinema, many sf adventures, some pseudonymous horror novels (often in
collaboration with Leroy Kettle) as “Harry Adam Knight” and “Simon Ian
Childer”, and most of the film entries for the 1979 Encyclopedia of SF. He
was a central member of London “Ratfandom” in the 1970s; his scurrilous
gossip-sheet Big Scab shared the 1974 UK Nova Award for best fanzine. Rob
Holdstock and Roy Kettle add: “There are many truths about John Brosnan,
and many conundrums. A simple truth is that John had more years left in him
than he was finally prepared to fight for. He lost the spirit for life. Not even
the success of a book published (Mothership, 2004), its sequel almost
completed and a humorous book in the preparation stage could elevate him
from the demonic depression into which he had descended. But by then his
health was in free-fall and he was refusing to do anything about it. And yet:
John’s demon was also his triumph. • He leaves some bloody funny
memories, and one superb piece of theoretical human psychology. John’s
twin pet hates – organised religion (he was an ardent Dawkinist) and
alternative therapies, especially homeopathy, were often the starting pistol for
spirited and hilarious evening discussions with his friends. And the theory?
He always believed that the ‘default’ condition of the human mind was
‘depression’, and all other emotions – happiness, contentment, libido,
ambition and so forth – merely the unfortunate side effects of the evolution of
intelligence. He fought this corner fiercely. Then, in the mid 90s, an article
appeared in New Scientist claiming much the same. The triumphant crowing
of that boy went on for years! John was never more happy than when being
proved right: that depression was the best! We’ll all miss him hugely.” The
funeral on 29 April was followed by a pub celebration in London.
• George P. Cosmatos (1941-2005), Italian-born film director who ventured
into horror with Of Unknown Origin (1983) and the Alien-like Leviathan
(1989), died from lung cancer on 19 April.
• David Hughes (1930-2005), UK novelist and critic whose But for Bunter
(1985; US The Joke of the Century, 1986) presents an alternate/secret history
where 20th-century events are crucially dependent on fictional schoolboy
Billy Bunter, died on 11 April aged 74. [PDF]
• Ruth Hussey (1914-2004), US actress best known for work other than her
appearances in the TV anthology series Science Fiction Theater, died on 19
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April at the age of 90. [SFS]
• Sir John Mills (1908-2005), noted UK actor, died on 23 April following a
chest infection; he was 97. His roles included the eponymous hero of the
four-part mini-series Quatermass (ITV 1979, aka The Quatermass
Conclusion) and an appearance in the 1993 TV Frankenstein. [SG]
• Josef Nesvadba (1926-2005), psychiatrist and satirical author who was
known as the king of Czech sf, died unexpectedly on 25 April; he was 78. A
notable translated collection of his stories is In the Footsteps of the
Abominable Snowman (1970 UK; reissued in America as The Lost Face,
1971). [GVG]
As Others Profile Us. N. Lee Wood sends a depressing LA Times report on
the work of the Child Exploitation Section of the Toronto Police Service Sex
Crimes Unit: “On one wall is a ‘Star Trek’ poster with investigators’ faces
substituted for the Starship Enterprise crew. But even that alludes to a dark
fact of their work: all but one of the offenders they have arrested in the last
four years was a hard-core trekkie. / Det. Constable Warren Bulmer slips on a
Klingon sash and shield they confiscated in a recent raid. ‘It has something to
do with a fantasy world where mutants and monsters have power and where
the usual rules don’t apply,’ Bulmer reflects. ‘But beyond that, I can’t really
explain it.’” (Staff writer Maggie Farley, 27 April.) This statistic became less
impressive when checked by one Ernest Miller. From his weblog: “I called
the Child Exploitation Section of the Toronto Sex Crimes Unit and spoke to
Det. Ian Lamond, who was familiar with the LA Times article. / He claims
they were misquoted, or if that figure was given it was done so jokingly. Of
course, even if the figure was given jokingly, shouldn’t the Times’ reporter
have clarified something that seems rather odd? Shouldn’t her editors have
questioned her sources? / Nevertheless, Detective Lamond does claim that a
majority of those arrested show ‘at least a passing interest in Star Trek, if not
a strong interest.’” [JN] Not quite the same as “all but one” of the last four
years’ 100+ offenders.
Thog’s Critical Masterclass, Revisited. “After Gernsback lost control of
Astounding Stories, F. Orlin Tremaine took over as editor in 1931. At first
Tremaine followed Gernsback’s direction ... but after four years John W.
Campbell, a highly-respected author in his own right, took control.”
(Applewhite Minyard, Decades of Science Fiction, 1998) [DL]
Bram Stoker Awards. Here are the shortlisted 2004 novels: P.D. Cacek, The
558

Wind Caller; Stephen King, The Dark Tower VII: The Dark Tower; Michael
Laimo, Deep in the Darkness; Peter Straub, In the Night Room. (Clive
Barker’s Abarat II, which some might have expected to be a novel finalist,
appears under “Work for Young Readers”.) Michael “Mr Horror” Moorcock
receives this year’s life achievement award.
Fanfundery. TAFF: Suzanne “Suzle” Tompkins won the 2005 TransAtlantic
Fan Fund race. 186 ballots cast: Chaz Boston Baden 52 NA votes + 4 Euro +
1 other = 57; Curt Phillips 24+11=35; Suzle 75+8=83; No Pref 4+7=11; CBB
and CP eliminated for not gaining 20% of vote in Europe and NA
respectively. Congratulations to Suzle!
• Tobes Valois’s 2002 trip report Tobes Taff Ting (22pp A4) is out: £3.50 to
T. Valois, 20 Bakers Lane, Woodston, Peterborough, Cambs, PE2 9QW.
• James Bacon’s 2004 report WorldConNomicon is also available for £5 post
free from Claire Brialey, 59 Shirley Rd, Croydon, Surrey, CR0 7ES.
• DUFF. The 2005 winner is Joe Siclari: again congratulations! 86 ballots
cast: Chris Barkley 2 Australia/NZ + 17 NA = 19; Joe Siclari 8+57=65; No
Pref 0+1=1; Write-in 1+0=1. An earlier announcement had just four votes
cast Down Under; seven more ballot forms were later found under the bed, as
it were, without affecting the result.
Completist’s Nightmare. From Colin Smythe’s on-line bibliography of
Terry Pratchett: “In October 1965, Terry pseudonymously took over writing
stories for the Children’s Circle column in The Bucks Free Press (the first of
which, spread over 13 weeks, featured characters from what would become
The Carpet People). Before he left that paper in September 1970 to work for
the Western Daily Press, apart from his normal reporting and feature-writing
activities, he had written over seventy tales that were spread over nearly 250
issues of the paper.” [IC]
Random Fandom. Eileen Gunn reports from Seattle: “Lilian Edwards is here
for CFP [the Computer, Freedom and Privacy conference], and she’s been
running off to shop for caviar and jewelry at every break in the program.
‘Everything is so cheap here!’ she exclaims to the tattered denizens of
Bushtopia....”
• Charles Platt writes: “I am disturbed to read about the lack of bids for a UK
convention. Maybe the time has come for me to return to my roots and save
this apparently moribund communal activity from extinction. What a pleasure
it would be, to recreate the boredom, drunkenness, and despair of the
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conventions that I remember so well from the 1960s. Chris Priest, who
inducted me into fandom from the BSFA Welcommittee, might lend a hand.”
C.o.A. David G. Bell, 36 West St, Barnetby, N. Lincs, DN38 6JP.
Group Gropes. London First Thursdays: April’s meeting at the new venue
Walkers of Holborn was reportedly a great success. Tony Cullen writes:
“Really, I hate to tempt fate, but if we can hang on to this place I think we
may have found a new home.” Fingers crossed, now.
The Dead Past. Familiar sentiments in more down-to-earth words from
Australia, 64 years ago: “Graham Stone and Colin Roden, on a hunt for back
numbers, found a bookseller who did NOT want to sell his books. He refused
to get them down from the shelves (said it was too much trouble) and
emphatically stated ‘that stuff (stf) would drive you ratbag.’” (Science &
Fantasy Fan Reporter #3, 26 August 1941) “A much better line than that one
about squids in space if you ask me,” adds our researcher Kim Huett.
More Prizes. ABA Book Sense Award. Susanna Clarke’s Jonathan Strange &
Mr Norrell was this year’s fiction winner, with Philip Roth’s The Plot
Against America listed as one of four runner-up “honor books”. [PL]
• Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award for outstanding work in children’s
literature, 2005: to be shared by Philip Pullman and the Japanese illustrator
Ryôji Arai. The presentation is this month.
Thog’s Masterclass. Game Theory Dept. “The best aspect of it was that it
was not the last place they’d look for her. Anticipating her reaction, they
would look at once in the last place.” (John D. MacDonald, “Escape to
Chaos”, 1951) [TMcD]
• Dept of Noisy Quietude. “He said, dropping his voice to a sibilant whisper
of well-nigh incredible loudness: ‘Doorr yonder!’” (Philip MacDonald, The
Polferry Riddle [UK The Choice], 1931) [cj]
• Fluid Dynamics Dept. “Sweat gathered on his forehead, pouring down his
vast shoulders.” (Walter Jon Williams, “Dinosaurs”, 1987) [BA]
• Dept of Big Science. “‘The laboratory covers a dozen floors,’ the general
said, ‘and in it we have every kind of equipment known. We can produce
temperatures of minus 900° Kelvin and we can build up our furnaces to half a
billion degrees ...’” (Silas Water, The Man with Absolute Motion, 1955)

Endnotes
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Apparitions. • 16 May: Henry Gee signs The Science of Middle-Earth at
Borders, Cambridge. 7:45pm. More tour details at:
http://www.henrygee.org.uk
• 19 May: Peter F. Hamilton at Leicester Writers Club, Small Hall, Adult Ed
Coll, Wellington St, Leicester. 7pm-9pm. “Admission £3/2 on the door”,
whatever that means exactly.
• 15 Jun: Iain Banks gets his honorary DLitt (amid other presentations, of
course) in the Bute Hall, University of Glasgow. Entry tickets are free but
numbers are limited. Apply to Mike Findlay, m.findlay[at]admin.gla.ac.uk.
[MM]
• 10 Jul: Stephen Briggs speaks at the Faringdon Arts Festival, 11am. “No
idea what it’ll really be about ...”
John Brosnan’s Funeral. This was a remarkable send-off, with highly
secular eulogies from Malcolm Edwards and John Baxter before the coffin –
adorned with a plastic dinosaur and a particularly garish Brosnan sf novel
which I gathered was a Polish translation – made its exit to the sound of the
James Bond movie theme. The ceremony was attended by many sf/fan
notables, and the subsequent wake by several more. A longer Langford report
should follow in some fanzine with more elbow room than Ansible.... Here’s
a selection of photos taken by Ian Maule.
Assorted Links. The full Stoker shortlist:
http://www.horror.org/stokerballots.htm
• Margaret Atwood reviews Kazuo Ishiguro:
http://slate.msn.com/id/2116040/
• Colin Smythe’s Pratchett bibliography:
http://www.colinsmythe.co.uk/terrypages/tpindex.html
• Expanded TAFF (TransAtlantic Fan Fund) site:
http://taff.org.uk/
• Nature is now indexing its 2005 series of “Futures” sf squibs as they appear
on-line:
http://www.nature.com/nature/focus/arts/futures/
• The Science Fiction Hub is a new sf bibliographical resource allowing online searches of the SF Foundation catalogue and related archives held at
Liverpool University: Eric Frank Russell, Olaf Stapledon, John Wyndham,
etc.
http://www.sfhub.ac.uk/
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• The Science Museum has seized the opportunity to base a topical exhibition
on that paradigm of cutting-edge scientific thought, The Hitch-Hiker’s Guide
to the Galaxy:
http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/exhibitions/hitchhikers
Ansible 214 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2005. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Ian Covell, Paul di Filippo, Steve Green, Jake Haney, Niall Harrison, carl
juarez, Denny Lien, Dave Locke, Tim McDaniel, Publishers Lunch, John
Norris, Will Plant, SF Site, Simo, James Swallow, Gordon Van Gelder, and
our Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group), Janice Murray (North
America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Australia). 3 May 05.
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Clarke Award. Once again the presentation (London, 11 May) was
surrounded with controversy, since money was desperately tight this year and
sf notables who’d been expecting free drinks were confronted with the stark
horror of a cash bar. Otherwise the mood was sunny as China Miéville
accepted his second Clarke award, and Sir Arthur’s £2005 cheque, for Iron
Council. This at last equals the achievement of Pat “Two-Clarkes” Cadigan
and entitles Mr Miéville to exclaim “Langford, you dog!” Even the delighted
author was surprised by this result, the general sense having been that if one
of the “mainstream” contenders (Cloud Atlas and The Time Traveller’s Wife)
didn’t win, the award must surely go to Ian McDonald – also present – for
River of Gods. But those Clarke judging panels are famously unpredictable.
Administrator Paul Kincaid closed the ceremony by saying: “Let the
arguments begin.”

Slaves of Time
John Betancourt’s Wildside Press, formerly a minority owner of Weird
Tales, is buying the magazine outright from Warren Lapine’s DNA
Publications and takes full control from issue 337 (at the printers when the
takeover was announced on 27 May; now expected in late June). Betancourt
himself is joining George Scithers and Darrell Schweitzer as co-editor of WT,
restoring what he calls the “classic editorial lineup” of 1987. Meanwhile,
DNA can now devote more time to its mysterious fascination with a
magazine about the rock group Kiss.
Allan Bryce, his horror magazine The Dark Side, and his publishing
company Stray Cat Ltd attracted much recent attention after accusations of
plagiarism on a web discussion board led to the identification of very many
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reviews, most from horror film websites, allegedly recycled without
permission, payment or credit in The Dark Side (typically under Bryce’s
byline) and in DVD World (edited by “Richard Marshall”, a known Bryce
pseudonym). Evidence is almost surreally plentiful; victims include not just
genre reviewers but the New York Times and the BBC; the UK Press Gazette
is now investigating. Steve Green takes up the tale: “Stray Cat has contacted
at least one ‘contributor’ with an offer of payment, but it may be too little, too
late, given the scale of the alleged plagiarism (more than 100 individual
reviews, each often more than 1,000 words long) and the number of years the
trail stretches back (refuting reported claims by Bryce that any breaches of
copyright were the fault of a new member of staff, ‘Gordon Booker’).”
[SN/SG]
Dave Golder is leaving his long-time position as overall editor of SFX
magazine, explains his successor David Bradley.
Jo Fletcher of Gollancz/Orion married Ian Drury on 20 May. Steve Green
was distantly implicated: “my brother-in-law John Mayo designed the tiny
silver bats for Jo Fletcher’s wedding tiara ...”
Warren Norwood, US author who published more than a dozen sf novels in
the 1980s, has entered hospital with liver and kidney failure; terminal hospice
care is expected to follow, alas. [SFS] [He died on 3 June.]
Frederik Pohl made a surprise appearance at the Clarke event.
Robert Sheckley was under intensive care in a Kiev clinic for several weeks
from 27 April, after catching a cold that led to respiratory failure and required
artificial respiration. He had travelled to Odessa as a guest of Portal-2005, the
sf stream of April’s Ukrainian computer/sf expo, and fell ill while touring the
country afterwards. Since he’d lost his medical insurance card, the mounting
bills ($1,000 daily) caused great alarm to the local con committee which
guaranteed the cost of treatment. Boris Sidyuk reported regularly on progress
and fundraising activities, and Sheckley at last returned to the USA via
chartered plane (with medics in attendance) on 27 May, for further treatment
in New York. His overseas costs – including that $22,000 flight – were
indeed covered thanks to heroic fan efforts and a huge donation from Viktor
Pynchuk, wealthy son-in-law of the former Ukrainian president. Several
thousand dollars were also raised in the USA, once it was made clear that the
“company” which had guaranteed those medical costs wasn’t something like
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IBM but merely a group of concerned local fans. Help is still needed: see
www.sheckley.com for PayPal donation options. Let’s hope that Bob
Sheckley will make a full recovery for Interaction.

Congenic
22 Jun • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Steve Cockayne. [Late update:
the guest this month will in fact be Ben Jeapes.]
9-10 Jul • Faringdon Arts Festival sf events, Faringdon, Oxon. Most items
free. Contact paulcornell[at]owlservice.freeserve.co.uk.
29-31 Jul • Accio 2005 (H. Potter), U of Reading. £160 reg (room & meals).
Contact 26 Discovery House, Newby Place, London, E14 0HA.
29-31 Jul • Clarecraft Discworld Event, Warren Farm, Woolpit, Suffolk.
Camping weekend. £5 reg to Clarecraft, Unit 1, Woolpit Business Park,
Woolpit, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP30 9UP.
29-31 Jul • Precursor 2 (relaxacon) – CANCELLED.
30-31 Jul • Caption (comics), Wolfson College, Oxford. £10 reg; £5
unwaged. Guests TBC. Contact 149 Campbell Rd, Oxford, OX4 3NX.
4-8 Aug • Interaction (63rd Worldcon), SECC, Glasgow. £110/$195/€165
reg to 30 Jun. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
7 Aug • PM 2005 (Prisoner), Portmeirion. 11am-8:30pm. £15 reg,advance
booking only, plus Village admission. info[at]theunmutual.co.uk
11-15 Aug • The Ring Goes Ever On (Tolkien Soc): Aston U, Birmingham.
£60/$115/€103 reg; society members £55/$105/€95. Contact 28 Loverock
Crescent, Rugby, CV21 4AR.
13-19 Aug • Milford (UK) SF Writers’ Conference, Snowdonia. Contact
Top Flat, 8 Bedford St, Kemp Town, Brighton, BN2 1AN.
12-14 Aug • Consternation (RPG), New Hall, Cambridge. Now £27 reg.
Contact 130 South Rd, Erdington, Birmingham, B23 6EL.
14 Aug • Banopticon (Who), Marine Ct Hotel, Bangor, Co Down, Ireland.
GoH C. Baker. £20 reg. Info: banopticon2005[at]yahoo.co.uk.
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2-4 Sep • Festival of Fantastic Films 16, Day’s Hotel, Sackville St,
Manchester. £70/$140 reg; £30/$60 day. Contact 95 Meadowgate Rd,
Salford, Manchester, M6 8EN. Fax [+44](0)161 792-0991.
Rumblings • Borders, Oxford St. Yes, the 9 May reading event was
cancelled shortly after Ansible listed it. Sorry. John Birchby bewails: “Top
floor is now dense music display – staff on desk know nothing.”

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Neil Ford reports another maker of ingenious distinctions:
“Hal Hartley has made a movie set in the near future, when the US is run by a
totalitarian corporation and is visited by an alien – but of course it’s not sf.”
From an interview: “But, really, I don’t think of ‘The Girl from Monday’ as
sci-fi. Not for real. It’s more like a song about life now told AS IF it were scifi. Sometime copping the postures of a genre can allow you to address a
broader range of topics and allow you to be a little more poetic without being
too heavy.” No doubt.
The Sidewise Awards for alternate history have two unusual features this
year. The Long Form shortlist consists of one book, Philip Roth’s The Plot
Against America (which could still lose to No Award, unlikely though that
seems), while the six Short Form finalists include a graphic-novel sequence,
Warren Ellis’s Ministry of Space.
R.I.P. Henry Corden (1920-2005), Canadian-born actor who first appeared in
The Secret Life of Walter Mitty (1947), and in 1972 began his long stint as the
voice of Fred Flintstone, died on 19 May aged 85.
• Frank Gorshin (1934-2005), US actor, impressionist & comedian who
played the Riddler in the 1960s Batman tv series and 1966 film, died on 17
May aged 71. Other film appearances included Invasion of the Saucer Men
(1957), The Meteor Man (1993) and Twelve Monkeys (1995); other tv
appearances, Star Trek, Wonder Woman, Buck Rogers in the 25th Century
and Lois & Clark. [SG]
• Joe Grant (1908-2005), Disney artist, animator and story man who worked
on Snow White and co-wrote Dumbo during a career that began with a 1933
Mickey Mouse cartoon, died at his drawing table on 6 May. He was 96.
• Ed Kelleher (1943-2005), US screenwriter, playwright and film critic who
scripted the 1972 Invasion of the Blood Farmers and other “cult classics” (in
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the Ed Wood sense) of horror cinema, died from degenerative brain disease
on 14 May. He was 61. [PDF]
• Samuel H. Post (1924-2005), US editor, publisher and anthologist
responsible for many 1960s MacFadden-Bartell sf titles, died on 20 May
aged 81. His son Jonathan Vos Post co-maintains the “Ultimate SF Web
Guide”.
• Thurl Ravenscroft (1914-2005), US actor and singer who featured in many
Disney animations and (most famously) voiced Tony the Tiger in the
Kelloggs Frosties ads, died on 22 May; he was 91. His animated films
included How the Grinch Stole Christmas! (1966) plus other Seuss
adaptations, the infamous 1977 The Hobbit, and The Brave Little Toaster
(1987) and its sequels. [PM]
• Margaretta Scott (1912-2005), UK stage and cinema actress who played
two parts in the sf classic Things to Come (1936, scripted by H.G. Wells),
died on 15 April aged 93.
• Noreen Shaw (née Kane, 1930-2005), long-time fan who was married to
editor Larry Shaw (1924-1985) and who chaired the 1955 World SF
Convention, died in late May. Her and Larry’s fanzine Axe was a 1962 Hugo
nominee. Earl Kemp writes: “I have known her since the early 1950s and,
especially during our Midwest USA years together, we were the closest of
fan friends. Another great one passes on.”
• Harold Wooster (1919-2005), lifelong sf enthusiast and father of Martin
Morse Wooster, died on 20 May aged 86. Martin writes: “He sold one
‘Probability Zero’ piece to Astounding in 1943.... He co-wrote a letter with
Robert Heinlein that appeared in Science (21 July 1961) about whether or not
‘exobiology’ or ‘xenobiology’ was the correct term. In the 1960s, my father
was at the Air Force Office of Scientific Research where he was in charge of
strange projects. He funded the Air Force’s official investigation of the Dean
Drive.”
• Pat York, US teacher (recently retired) and author of short sf who was a
Nebula Award finalist in 2000, died on 21 May in Columbus, Ohio, when a
bus collided with the car in which she was a passenger. Pat York was 57.
[CD]
As We See Others. Terry Pratchett muses in The Times: “I think about the
literary world like I think about Tibet. It’s quite interesting, it’s a long way
away from me and it’s sure as hell they’re never going to make me Dalai
Lama”. (4 May) [AC]
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Mythopoeic Awards. Here are the latest fiction shortlists: ADULT Kage
Baker, The Anvil of the World; Susanna Clarke, Jonathan Strange & Mr
Norrell; Elizabeth Hand, Mortal Love; Patricia A. McKillip, Alphabet of
Thorn; Gene Wolfe, The Wizard Knight (The Knight and The Wizard).
• CHILDREN’S Kevin Crossley-Holland, Arthur Trilogy: The Seeing Stone, At
the Crossing Places, and King of the Middle March; Nancy Farmer, Sea of
Trolls; Monica Furlong, trilogy comprising Wise Child, Juniper, and Colman;
Garth Nix, The Abhorsen Trilogy: Sabriel, Lirael: Daughter of the Clayr,
and Abhorsen; Terry Pratchett, A Hat Full of Sky.
Outraged Letters. Harry Harrison explains the “Howard Harrison”
newspaper quote in A213: “That’s me all right. The Sunday Express, with
their usual record for accuracy, gets it all wrong. I did an hour interview for
Sky One on predictions that didn’t come true. They cut me to 40 seconds. I
talked about global food shortages – and never mentioned Weetabix.”
• Margaret Hoyt postulates a terrifying alternate reality: “Can one hope that
when some mainstream/bestselling/literary author comes out of the closet and
announces ‘Yes! Yes! My latest work IS science fiction. I’ve always loved
science fiction but have never been able to admit it,’ we will receive an
Ansible special edition?”
• Simo renounces his former way of life: “I have given up writing about
Hitchhiker’s Guide for ever, on account of (a) I’m bored with it and (b) the
film is crap beyond belief. But I heard this today from a reliable source inside
the production and it’s too good not to pass on: Because Alta Vista has
copyrighted the phrase ‘babel fish’ Disney had to negotiate a special deal in
order to be able to use those words in the Hitchhiker’s movie. But the
agreement does not extend to the DVD extras so although a picture of a babel
fish can be shown, none of the documentaries or other features can include
the words ‘babel fish’, either spoken or written. • Ironically, this bizarre
situation is actually a good deal closer to the spirit of Douglas Adams’
writing than the film itself ever manages to be, and it’s certainly a lot
funnier.”
Thog’s Blurb Special. Found in Gossamyr by Michelle Hauf: “‘This book
kicks butt – in a lush and lyrical way.’ Susan Sizemore”. [KM]
Fanfundery. GUFF 2005: Winners are Damien Warman & Juliette Woods,
who will travel from Australia to Interaction. Voting: Sue Ann Barber 8,
Alison Barton 7, David Cake 8, DW&JW 37, No Preference etc 7. Total
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ballots 67: 36 European, 22 Australasian, 9 other.
As Others See Us II. In the 10 May episode of the TV magic and mentalism
show Derren Brown: Trick of the Mind, DB invited Iain Banks to choose a
random passage and word from any of his books: “either your classic fiction
here, or your science fiction”. (Despite or because of that subtle emphasis,
Banks chose a word from Feersum Endjinn, successfully identified by
Brown.) [JB]
• Yet more on Never Let Me Go: “Given that Ishiguro’s new novel is
explicitly about cloning, that it is, in effect, a science fiction set in the present
day, and that the odds against success in this mode are bullyingly stacked, his
success in writing a novel that is at once speculative, experimental, and
humanly moving is almost miraculous.” (James Wood, The New Republic, 16
May) [MG]
Random Fandom. Simon Bradshaw on Clarke Award funding: “the Science
Fiction Foundation and Serendip came to an agreement by which SFF will
fund up to £1000 of the cost of the Award Ceremony for each of the next five
years. SFF Chair Simon Bradshaw commented ‘the SFF is pleased to
continue to support the Clarke Award and we look forward to continuing to
work alongside Serendip and the BSFA to raise sponsorship for it.’ Simon
added that he would be resigning from Serendip’s committee to avoid any
perceived conflict of interest, but would continue to support fund-raising
activities on behalf of the Award.”
• Joyce Katz had a successful angioplasty on 23 May; ankle surgery and a
cataract operation are to follow.
The Dead Past. Nebula SF editor Peter Hamilton (not to be confused with
author Peter F. Hamilton) crushingly responds to John Brunner’s permissive
views about sex in sf: “Novels and films which suggest by their subject
matter that the ideal way to spend a pleasant evening is in the close proximity
of a co-operative female with a plentiful supply of alcohol to hand are quite
unworthy to be classified as science fiction, regardless of how well-written or
produced they are, as they sully the high ethical and moral ideals inherent in
by far the greater part of this type of literature.” (Nebula SF, July 1958)
Bloomsbury Auctions sent their latest catalogue of modern first editions,
and I idly wondered which genre titles now command four-figure starting
prices. Not The Time Machine (a mere £600), but: Charlie and the Chocolate
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Factory, The House at Pooh Corner, 1984, and Northern Lights (hey, I have
that edition), each at £1000. All these pale before the glory of Twenty
Thousand Leagues Under the Seas (1st English, £1500), Dracula at £3000,
Farmer Giles of Ham ditto, and a cool £6000 for Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone. Oh dearie me.
C.o.A. Steve Davies & Giulia de Cesare, 3 Sandgate Ave, Reading, RG30
6XD. Victor Gonzalez, 3703 1/2 Densmore Ave N, Seattle, WA 98103, USA.
Kim Huett, PO Box 1443, Woden, ACT 2606, Australia. Debbi Kerr (from
16 July), 31 Orchard St, Otley, W Yorkshire, LS21 1JU. Dan & Lynn Steffan,
2015 NE 50th Ave, Portland, OR 97213, USA. Bud Webster, 405 Aubery Rd,
Richmond, VA 23229, USA.
Editorial. It seems that Arthur C. Clarke’s novels are to be someone’s
specialist subject on Mastermind. A BBC researcher picked my brains for
background material, revealing somewhat late in the day that “we don’t give
out fees to our experts as they usually do it for free.” Suddenly there was an
awful temptation to provide such inputs as: “Clarke’s most famous story
‘Nightfall’ not only predicted hydrogen bombs and iPods but also inspired
the new science of Dianetics ...” [Later: a modest payment arrived after this
issue was printed.]
Even More Awards. The Fountain Award, presented by the Speculative
Literature Foundation for short fiction “of exceptional literary quality”, went
to Jeffrey Ford for “The Annals of Eelin-Ok” (The Faery Reel, 2004).
• The Hal Clement Award for best YA novel of 2004 went to Balance of
Trade by Sharon Lee & Steve Miller.
• Saturn Awards for genre film/TV have all too many categories. Winning
films: SF Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind; FANTASY Spider-Man 2;
HORROR Shaun of the Dead; ACTION/THRILLER: Kill Bill 2; ANIMATED The
Incredibles.
Thog’s Masterclass. Revisionist Paleontology Dept. “The megatherium, the
ichthyosaurus have paced the earth with seven-league steps and hidden the
day with cloud fast wings.” (George Bernard Shaw, Man and Superman,
1903) [ECL]
• Genealogy Dept Revisited: “I died to keep you alive, and one day you will
die to feed my ancestors.” (Larry Niven and Steve Barnes, The Barsoom
Project, 1989) [PM]
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• Strangulation Dept. “Shock throttled a sob half spent in her throat.”
(Jacqueline Lichtenberg, Farfetch, 1985)
• Dept of Heavy Lifting. “He swung his white smile around the room like a
lighthouse.” (Susan Cooper, Over Sea, Under Stone, 1965) [MMW]
• Astronomy/Cosmology Dept. “If his calculations and instruments were
correct, he was now outside the home galaxy of the Milky Way and in an
entirely new universe, the universe known to him as the Crab Nebula.”
• Dept of Preternatural Rigidity. “He raged and shouted at them from behind
the bars which, as she shook them, held as firm as though a fly’s feet were
touching them.” (both from David Whitaker, The Dr Who Annual, 1965)
[LC]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 15 Jun: Iain Banks gets his honorary DLitt (amid other
presentations, of course) in the Bute Hall, University of Glasgow. Entry
tickets are free but numbers are limited. Apply to Mike Findlay,
m.findlay[at]admin.gla.ac.uk. [MM]
C.o.A. Dave Curl doesn’t want his new postal address to appear on line, but
invites fan friends to ask for it: davecurl[at]btopenworld.com.
Random Links. Classic Horror Film Board discussion of The Dark Side
allegations:
http://tinyurl.com/cj6ro [link dead]
• Star Wars Darwin Award contenders:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/beds/bucks/herts/4575 291.stm
• Dreams: The Terry Gilliam Fanzine:
http://www.smart.co.uk/dreams/
• Bronze bust of Dan Dare (Pilot of the Future) in Southport:
http://www.dandare.org/dan/bust/bust.htm
Neffies. The N3F awards for sf achievement, voted by members, were
relaunched this year; much to my surprise, and despite its wicked
semiprozine claims, Ansible won the fanzine category. For this egoboo, much
thanks. See link for the full list.
Ansible 215 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2005. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Jerry Brown, Lawrence Conquest, Alex Cowley, Paul Di Filippo, Cory
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Doctorow, Mike Godwin, Steve Green, Evelyn C. Leeper, Kyle McAbee,
Petrea Mitchell, Stan Nicholls, SF Site, Martin Morse Wooster, and our Hero
Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group), Janice Murray (North America),
SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Australia). 3 Jun 05.
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High-Level Talks. Towards the end of June, John Clute and I visited certain
London publishers to discuss plans for the third edition of The Encyclopedia
of SF. I’m not holding my breath: all this had sounded plausibly imminent at
the previous such meeting in mid-June 2003....

Creatures of Apogee
Brian Aldiss became an Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in
the Queen’s Birthday Honours on 11 June. His inside story is an Ansible
exclusive: “I was greatly chuffed by the award ‘for services to Literature’ – a
euphemism in this case for SF.... But when chatting to Her Majesty, I was
disappointed to find she had only got as far as John Wyndham and the
triffids. ‘What do you like about it?’ I asked. She replied, ‘Oh, it’s such a
cosy catastrophe.’ I blushed.”
Neal Asher has a gloat: “The Skinner has won the Czech SF&F&H Academy
Award for the best SF book published there in 2004: the Salamander Award.
This was out of a shortlist of Blood Music Greg Bear, Chasm City Alastair
Reynolds, The Scar China Miéville and A Deepness In the Sky Vernor Vinge
– one of the best shortlists I’ve read in ages.”
Margaret Atwood once again came clean in the Guardian (17 June), not
only explaining why we need sf but boldly acknowledging her own
complicity: “I have written two works of science fiction ...”
Terry Pratchett’s vital statistics are provided by the indefatigable Colin
Smythe, who’s been obsessively studying the 2005 Bookseller’s Pocket
Yearbook with UK data for 2003. “Of the Top Fiction Authors in hardback,
Terry came second with 3.4% of the sales and 3.8% of the value, after J.K.
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Rowling (6% and 5.6% respectively). In paperbacks, Terry came fifth (after
James Patterson, Alexander McCall Smith, John Grisham and J.R.R. Tolkien
– in that order) with 1.2% and 1.3% – Patterson got 1.9% and 1.7%. Terry
was therefore ahead of Stephen King in both hardcover (by quite a lot) and
paperback sales (just)....”
Steven Spielberg knows how to have fun: “Science fiction for me is a
vacation, a vacation away from all the rules of narrative logic, a vacation
away from physics and physical science. / It just lets you leave all the rules
behind and just kind of fly.” (Reuters interview) [LR]
Robert Sheckley survived six hours of heart surgery – a triple bypass and
mitral valve replacement – on 29 June. After all these health upheavals (see
A215), I hope he’ll have a tranquil recovery. Alas, he won’t be able to attend
the Glasgow Worldcon as a guest of honour, but will be represented by his
wife Gail Dana and feted in absentia.
Jules Verne was honoured by the French post office this year, marking the
centenary of his death with a set of six stamps showing scenes from his
novels. The chosen books: Around the World in Eighty Days, Five Weeks in a
Balloon, Journey to the Centre of the Earth, 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea,
From the Earth to the Moon and ... Michael Strogoff, The Courier of the
Czar. Michael who? [MV]

Concubitant
9 Jul • British Fantasy Society “Awards Showcase” evening, upstairs,
Devereux pub, Devereux Ct, London WC2. 6:30pm on. All welcome.
CANCELLED and rescheduled for 23 July. More details here.
9-10 Jul • Faringdon Arts Festival sf events, Faringdon, Oxon. Most items
free. Contact paulcornell[at]owlservice.freeserve.co.uk.
11 Jul • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Top floor, 6:30pm. With
Pat Cadigan, Iain Banks, Kate Elliot and Tricia Sullivan.
16 Jul • 12:01am at 5,000-odd bookshops ... juvenile street riots! Tattoos!
10.8 million copies printed! If only I could remember the title.
27 Jul • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Gary K Wolfe.
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29-31 Jul • Accio 2005 (H. Potter), U of Reading. £160 reg (room & meals).
Contact 26 Discovery House, Newby Place, London, E14 0HA.
29-31 Jul • Clarecraft Discworld Event, Warren Farm, Woolpit, Suffolk.
Camping weekend. £5 reg to Clarecraft, Unit 1, Woolpit Business Park,
Woolpit, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP30 9UP.
29-31 Jul • Precursor 2 (relaxacon) – CANCELLED.
30-31 Jul • Caption (comics/small press), Wolfson College, Oxford. £10 reg;
£5 unwaged. Contact 149 Campbell Rd, Oxford, OX4 3NX.
1 Aug • Extra London Fan Meeting, Walkers of Holborn, 9 Norwich St.
5pm on. All welcome. If visiting the UK for Worldcon, please note! The
usual first-Thursday meeting will happen on 4 Aug, but ...
4-8 Aug • Interaction (63rd Worldcon), Glasgow. Now £120/$225 reg; kids
(7-15) £32/$50; same at door. Day rates £25 Thu or Mon, £30 Fri, £40 Sat or
Sun. Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ. Note that the voting for
those pointy rocket awards closes on 8 July.
7 Aug • PM 2005 (Prisoner), Portmeirion. 11am-8:30pm. £15 reg,advance
booking only, plus Village admission. info[at]theunmutual.co.uk
11-15 Aug • The Ring Goes Ever On (Tolkien Soc): Aston U, Birmingham.
£60/$115/€103 reg; society members £55/$105/€95. Contact 28 Loverock
Crescent, Rugby, CV21 4AR.
12-14 Aug • Consternation (RPG), New Hall, Cambridge. Now £27 reg.
Contact 130 South Rd, Erdington, Birmingham, B23 6EL.
13-19 Aug • Milford (UK) SF Writers’ Conference, Snowdonia. Contact
Top Flat, 8 Bedford St, Kemp Town, Brighton, BN2 1AN.
14 Aug • Banopticon (Who), Marine Ct Hotel, Bangor, Co Down, Ireland.
GoH C. Baker. £20 reg. Info: banopticon2005[at]yahoo.co.uk.
16-17 Sep • The Fforde Ffestival (Jasper Fforde), Goddard Arms Hotel,
Swindon. £25 reg. Tickets: Swindon Tourist Info Centre, 37 Regent St,
Swindon, SN1 1JL. 01793 530328 or 466454.
17-18 Sep • SF/Fantasy Weekend, Techniquest science discovery centre,
Stuart St, Cardiff, CF10 5BW. Further details TBA.
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30 Sept - 2 Oct • FantasyCon 2005, Quality Hotel, Walsall. Now £50 reg;
BFS members £45. Day rate £20, Saturday only. Contact (with SAE) Beech
House, Chapel Lane, Moulton, Cheshire, CW9 8DQ.
23-25 Feb 07 • Redemption (B7/B5), Hinckley. £45 reg, rising to £50 on 9
Aug 05. Contact 26 Kings Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.

Infinitely Improbable
As Doctor Who Sees Itself. Journalist Nick Griffiths interviews Russell T
Davies (Radio Times, 4-10 June). NG: “Why do you think the show has been
a success?” RTD: “... Our greatest decision was not to ‘science fiction’ it too
much.” [HS] Thus, with austere understatement, Earth is attacked by mere
millions of Daleks rather than billions of talking squid from outer space.
Obligatory War of the Worlds Mention: Ansible recommends the August
Fortean Times coverage....
• Ian Covell has a dream of seeing the version actually made in 1898: “... that
alternate history in which the Lumière Bros or Edison reproduced on film the
bestseller of its day – men on stilts, disguised under tarpaulins carefully
tailored to look almost like German helmets, lurching above model towns and
cities, the crackle of electric guns hand-scratched on to each frame ... H.G.
Wells making his usual brief guest appearance as the placard-wearing
prophet: ‘The Millennium is at Hand, Prepare to Meet Nobody.’ And at the
end, troops of dancing girls, representing the triumphant bacteria of Earth,
gleefully pushing over Martian after Martian....”
R.I.P. Carl Amery (pen name of Christian Anton Mayer, 1922-2005),
German author and political activist, died on 24 May. His sf novels were Das
Königsprojekt (1974), Der Untergang der Stadt Passau (1975) and And den
Feuern der Leyermark (1979). [JK]
• Anne Bancroft (1931-2005), Oscar-winning US actress, died of cancer on
June 6. Rare genre roles included voicing the Queen in Antz and appearing in
her husband Mel Brooks’s poorly reviewed horror parody Dracula: Dead
and Loving It.
• Michael Billington (1941-2005), actor who co-starred in Gerry Anderson’s
UFO, died from cancer on 3 June; he was 63. [S]
• Norman Bird (1924-2005), popular UK character actor who appeared in
several sf/fantasy films and voiced Bilbo Baggins in the 1978 animated Lord
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of the Rings, died on 22 April. He was also in Man in the Moon, Night of the
Eagle, The Mind Benders, First Men in the Moon, Doomwatch, and Omen III.
[JL]
• Ed Bishop (1932-2005), US actor who also co-starred in UFO and appeared
in various sf films including Saturn 3 and (briefly) 2001, died on 8 June aged
72. He was the voice of Captain Blue in Captain Scarlet. [S]
• Robert Clarke (1920-2005), writer, director and star of The Hideous Sun
Demon, with sf B-movie roles in The Man from Planet X, The Astounding
She-Monster, etc., died on 11 June aged 85. [S]
• Warren Norwood (1945-2005), US sf author whose terminal condition was
sadly noted in A215, died that same day: 3 June. He was 59.
• John Fiedler (1925-2005), who played the Jack the Ripper role in “Wolf in
the Fold” from Star Trek Season 2 and voiced Piglet in Disney’s Winnie-thePooh films, died on 25 June; he was 80. [GVG]
• Basil Kirchin (1927-2005), drummer and composer best known for scoring
the cult horror film The Abominable Dr Phibes (1971), died on 18 June; he
was 77.
• John Robert Owen, 1950s-vintage British fan, died from cancer on 29 June.
He was 74. Keith Freeman writes: “He was a long time member of the
Liverpool Group and attended Cons in the late 50s and very early sixties. He
wrote, with Stan Nuttall, the ‘Sir William Makepeace Harrison’ sagas that
graced the fanzines of that period (Triode to start with).” NB: he should not
be confused with UK fan John D. Owen, publisher of Crystal Ship etc.
• Andy Roberts (1963-2005), UK small-press comics artist and guitarist with
the band Linus, died on 18 June, six days after suffering massive head
injuries when hit by a motorcycle. [SG]
• Lane Smith (1936-2005), who played Perry White in Lois & Clark, died on
14 June. [S]
• David C. Sutherland III (1949-2005), US artist associated with Dungeons &
Dragons and other role-playing games, died on 7 June aged 56. (SFWA)
• Paul Winchell (1922-2005), US ventriloquist whose genre voice roles began
with The Jetsons in 1962 and who most famously voiced Tigger in Winniethe-Pooh, died on 24 June aged 84. [CH]
As Others Saw Us. A late discovery in New Republic coverage of those
Gingrich/Forstchen alternate Civil War novels (6 Sep 04). Reviewers Thomas
J. Brown and Elisabeth Sifton explain that such alternate histories “ooze out
of the vast swamp of contemporary pseudo-literature, humid fantasy and
577

geeky science fiction, adjacent to which is the spongy field where lurid video
games are spawned, and all those graphic novels the Japanese love to read in
which their country triumphs in World War II.” [MMW] Now I feel all
humid, geeky and spongy, and am checking the back garden for lurid video
games....
Fanfundery. TAFF has received $1000 from SCIFI (Southern California
Institute for Fan Interests, Inc.) as a reward for the appearance of James
Bacon’s and Tobes Valois’s trip reports. Well done, all round!
• “The 2006 Taff Race is open for nominations,” says Euro administrator
James Bacon: the nominations deadline is 4 September, and voting will close
on 3 June 2006. Declared candidates for this westbound race are, so far,
Bridget Bradshaw and ½r Cruttenden.
• The League of Fan Funds will be raising money at Interaction with a sales
table, auction and Tat Tombola in the fan programme. Donations are
welcomed.
Outraged Letters. Craig Engler on “As Others See Us” (A215): “Interesting
quote from Hal Hartley about The Girl From Monday [denying its sci-finess],
because when his film screened at the Sundance Film Festival (where I saw
it), it billed itself as ‘a science fiction by Hal Hartley’ in the opening credits.
Note: the strange wording is correct.”
• Richard E. Geis has his own complaint about the Dark Side allegations (see
A215): “Hmm. Nobody ever plagiarized and reprinted any of MY reviews. I
feel slighted and humiliated. Hey, out there, steal my old, outdated reviews,
please! Just change the book titles!”
• Ben Jeapes is in a naughty mood: “I can’t believe for one second that
Ansible would ever stoop to the level of laughing at its competitors, so may I
purely for information draw your attention to the headline in the latest Locus
– ‘Sheckley ill in Russia’. It would be unfairly picky to point out that he
actually took ill in Kiev (as the article says) which is in Ukraine (as it does
not). Russia used to run that part of the world, of course – maybe that was the
thinking in the Locus offices at Oakland, Mexico.”
• Adam “A.R.R.R.” Roberts has been reading John Blackburn: “A Scent of
New-Mown Hay (1958) ... about a spore that leaves men unaffected but turns
women into huge and monstrous blobs of moving vegetable matter, like (and
of course a rip-off from) that Quatermass episode where the astronaut gets
infected by the space cactus. The thing I liked was that a major character was
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called Professor A R R Roberts, although he turns out to be the villain at the
end. Oh for the extra R.”
By Any Other Name ... Simo notes that Universal Studios’ plans for a DVD
package of five classic 1940s horror films have outraged partisan monster
fans by being titled The Bela Lugosi Collection, despite four of the selections
actually giving top billing to Boris Karloff.
Yet Again As Others See Us. William Shatner was interviewed by another
Radio Times journalist, Jeff Dawson, who with great originality mused:
“Lord knows, over nearly 40 years, how many times he’s been forced to
endure one of those dreadful conventions where men wear pointy ears and
order halves of shandy in Klingon.” [HS]
• Dr Who director Joe Ahearne on his new sf film Double Life: “It’s got an
SF premise but it’s not SF in terms of plot; it’s more of an obsessional love
story. It’s got more in common with Vertigo. We don’t want that SF element
to swamp the way the movie’s seen. [...] This is more about relationships.”
(SFX #132, July) Our spotter Will Plant calls this “a fine illustration of the
eternal problem of attracting enough fanboys (and girls) to get a return on the
investment ... but ensuring that the talking squid quotient is low enough not
to scare the ‘normal’ punter!”
Random Fandom. Kim Huett is preparing a memorial collection of the late
John Brosnan’s scabrous fanzine writings, which will appear on line.
• Terry Jeeves, long-time British fan whose fanzine Erg has appeared since
1959, wrote from hospital to say he’d been diagnosed with Parkinson’s
disease. He hopes to keep in touch with correspondents (“as you can see, I
can’t write very well so incoming mail will have to wait”) but fears his
publishing days are over.
• Wrigley-Cross Books (Portland, OR) is closing its shop but will continue
business by mail order. Debbie Cross writes: “I am sorry that we have to
close the store, because we’re losing so many to the internet. On the other
hand, I am looking forward to not being tied to the store six days a week.”
Locus Awards novel winners: SF Neal Stephenson, The Baroque Cycle: The
Confusion; The System of the World. FANTASY China Miéville, Iron Council.
FIRST NOVEL Susanna Clarke, Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell. YOUNG ADULT
Terry Pratchett, A Hat Full of Sky.
BBC Leak. Broadcasting House insider “Deep Triffid” reports: “There was
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an internal BBC advert for a producer and researcher needed to work on a
‘high profile documentary’ for BBC4 about John Wyndham and his works,
focussing on aspects of the novels that have proved prophetic. The ad said
that production would start in mid to late May. No transmission date was
mentioned.” [AK]
• The BBC Cult TV website is to close this month, despite being the Beeb’s
second most popular online feature. Who cares about a piffling 700,000 users
per month?
As We See Ourselves. Michael Swanwick reports: “Courtesy of Locus
Online, a description of The Road of Silk by one of its authors. ‘Although the
genre of the book is fantasy, this novel is a story of the battle between the
dark and the light.’ (Barbara Dyson-Williams) I myself am thinking of
writing a novel which, despite being science fiction, will be a story of space
exploration.”
C.o.A. Jeanne Bowman, 1260 Hill Rd, Glen Ellen, CA 95442, USA. (PO box
now closed.) Wildside Press, LLC, 9710 Traville Gateway Dr. #234,
Rockville, MD 20850, USA. Ben Zuhl, The GateHouse in Thornwald Park,
Carlisle, PA 17013, USA.
Cover Story. Strange are the ways of sf marketing. Here’s the Orbit UK
paperback of Iain M. Banks’s The Algebraist, with no mention anywhere, on
book or press release, that it’s a Hugo finalist. Meanwhile someone has
decided that the award-nominated cover design, with its striking NASA/JPL
Jupiter photograph, was not skiffy enough. Therefore, stars have been added.
Stars which shine straight through that gas-giant planet and its moon. Really
science-fictional stars.
Horror Awards. International Horror Guild novel finalists: The Overnight,
Ramsey Campbell; Mortal Love, Elizabeth Hand; The Kings of Infinite
Space, James Hynes; A Handbook of American Prayer, Lucius Shepard; In
the Night Room, Peter Straub.
• Bram Stoker novel and screenplay winners: NOVEL Peter Straub, In the
Night Room; FIRST NOVEL (tie): John Everson, Covenant, and Lee Thomas,
Stained; SCREENPLAY (tie): Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind & Shaun of
the Dead; YOUNG READERS (tie): Clive Barker, Abarat: Days of Magic, Nights
of War, and Steve Burt, Oddest Yet. Yes, “the rules are deliberately designed
to make ties fairly probable ...” (Horror Writers’ Association website)
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Everybody has won, and all must have prizes!
Thog’s Masterclass. Biothermics Dept, or Why Polar Bears Do Not Exist.
“It was evidently cold-blooded or nearly so, for no warm-blooded animal
could have withstood that more than glacial cold.” (George Griffith, “Stories
of Other Worlds”, 1900) [AR]
• Limits of Vision Dept. “‘That,’ he said impressively, ‘is the blackest black
you or any other mortal ever looked upon ... so black that no mortal man will
be able to look upon it – and see it!’” (Jack London, “The Shadow and the
Flash”, 1903) [AR]
• “Xavier closed his eyes, then forced himself to watch the terrible solution.”
(Brian Herbert & Kevin J. Anderson, The Butlerian Jihad, 2002) [DL]
• Dept of Motherhood and Stale Apple Pie. “He took an instant to gulp water
from a dipper, stale and welcome as a mother’s love.” (S.M. Stirling & David
Drake, The Sword, 1995) [TMcD]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 8 Jul: Harry Harrison talks to the Brum Group, Britannia
Hotel, New St, Birmingham. 7.30pm for 8pm. £3 members, £4 non-members.
• 18 Jul: Jasper Fforde at Waterstone’s, Broad St, Reading. 7pm. £3,
redeemable against book purchase.
• 21 Jul: Robert Rankin at Waterstone’s, Broad St, Reading, as above.
• 10 Sep: Jane Johnson at the Brum Group, as above.
Random Links. Parliament censors farting aliens:
(Sorry, the original 22 June story has since been moved to the Independent’s
‘Pay Up If You Want To Read The Rest, Har Har’ archive. Headline and
opening sentences at:
http://news.independent.co.uk/people/pandora/article294122.ece. See this Dr
Who website for a longer quotation.)
• Margaret Atwood writes sf after all:
http://www.guardian.co.uk/arts/fridayreview/story/0,12102,1507718,00.html
• We Can Build Philip K. Dick:
http://www.pkdandroid.org/
• Fountainhead Earth – the objectivist dekalogy:
http://uncyclopedia.org/wiki/Fountainhead_Earth
• League of Fan Funds
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http://www.livejournal.com/community/fanfunds/
• Campbell and Sturgeon award shortlists – or perhaps, with 12 and 20 items
respectively, they should be called longlists:
http://www.locusmag.com/2005/News/06_CampbellFinalists.html
http://www.locusmag.com/2005/News/06_SturgeonFinalists.html
• “Keep Your Foul Paws Off Aslan”: Mark Morford of SFGate.com expects
the worst from Disney’s Narnia. (“... is now a good time to mention that they
plan to market ‘Narnia’ as ‘Passion of the Christ ... for kids’?”)
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?
f=/g/a/2005/06/29/notes062905.DTL&feed=rss.mmorford
Ansible 216 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2005. Thanks to Bob Blanchett,
Steve Green, Chip Hitchcock, Amanda Kear, Jens Kilian, Dave Linton, Jim
Linwood, Tim McDaniel, Adam Roberts, Luis Rodrigues, Simo, Helen
Spiral, Mark Valentine, Gordon Van Gelder, Martin Morse Wooster, and our
Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group News), Janice Murray (North
America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Australia). 4 Jul 05.
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Ansible 217, August 2005
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
http://ansible.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X
(e). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Sue Mason. Available for SAE, drinks,
Hugos, or the Obah Cypt.
Shameless. The sf world was thrilled by the discovery of a new body orbiting
nine billion miles beyond respectable space. Officially known only as ISBN1930997787, it has been informally named after the TV series Remainda,
Warrior Princess.... Yes, there’s a Langford book out for Worldcon: The SEX
Column and other misprints. Rog Peyton (Replay) and Bob Wardzinski (The
Talking Dead) should have lots of copies in the dealer’s room. Buy early and
buy often, before I sign them all!

The Curse of Scotland
Iain M. Banks’s The Algebraist caused a mild stir thanks to London
Underground posters promoting it as “a perfect place to have your mind
blown to smithereens.” It seems that ads printed in June and appearing on 4
July can still be retroactively damned by the Advertising Standards Authority
as “not appropriate” in the light of events on 7 July. (Guardian)
Stephen Baxter has had quite enough t*lking-squ*d jokes: “You leave my
talking squid alone. I’ll have you know they were the subject of a question on
University Challenge on Monday 27th June, along the lines of who wrote the
novel in which genetically-modified squid pilot a spacecraft to an asteroid,
the answer being moi, with Manifold: Time. But I have this at second hand
from various acquaintances; naturally I was watching Coronation Street.”
(Now there’s street cred.)
Andy Cox is changing the title of The Third Alternative, which from the next
issue will be called Black Static. This will focus on horror, with sf content
deported to TTA’s sister magazine Interzone. Rumours that IZ will become
Talking Squid in Outer Space remain largely unrumoured.
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Michael Cunningham, whose latest novel Specimen Days includes “a
futuristic lizard woman from another planet” but definitely no talking squid,
seems sympathetic to sf. Is he interested in “crossing over to sci-fi?”, asked
USA Today: “No. I’ve always wondered if it’s a good idea to separate books
into the ‘serious literature’ section, where you practically have to pay people
to read them, and the ‘other sections,’ where they fly off the shelves.” But on
the other hand, “I think sci-fi books are often more interesting, deep and
provocative than the tepid, thinly veiled autobiographies in the serious
section. Yet, almost everyone I know has read those autobiographies. I
wanted to cross the line.” [MH]
Tanith Lee dropped out as a GoH at Intercon in Oslo (29-31 July) because,
said her husband John Kaiine, she cannot travel by plane.
Jonathan Lethem remembered his roots during a newspaper interview.
“Who would you like to meet in the bar in heaven?” “Probably Philip K.
Dick. [...] I’d ask him what he thinks of what’s been going on since 1982.
And what he thinks of the way that reality has turned itself into one of his
novels.” (Independent, 10 July)
Michael Moorcock had further health alarms owing to the circulatory trouble
that led to two of his toes being amputated in 2002. He’s in Paris, with
infected sores on that unlucky leg, and it seemed that he’d lose everything
below the knee. But he made a surprise recovery: “Astonished surgeon looks
at foot and discovers only one infected spot of bone as opposed to three last
week. So no immediate amputation and I don’t have to leave Paris.” More in
e-mail: “I’ve had some seriously silly ‘treatment’ between Texas and Spain
but thank God for the French. And it was very satisfying to have the doctor
remove my dressings yesterday and exclaim ‘Incroyable!’ Somehow a
visceral desire felt deeply satisfied. I’m still hoping to take the cats for a stroll
in the Palais Royal à la Colette, though I’ll have to do it in a wheelchair.
Meanwhile yes, it will be me in the wheelchair terrorising old ladies in the
Luxembourg Gardens. After forty years of being terrorised, now it’s my turn!
They don’t call me the Grand Guignol for nothing.” [14 July]
Terry Pratchett, by a strange coincidence, chose the H*rry P*tter launch
day to issue a stern warning about his next Discworld novel: “Now that the
bound proof copies of Thud! are out, and will no doubt be winging their way
to an e-bay near you, I would like to say that ANYONE WHO READS A WORD OF IT
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before publication day will be MADE TO SIT IN THE CORNER and their ENTIRE
COUNTRY will be given DOUBLE DETENTION until every single person SAYS
SORRY!!!!!” So there.
Fred Saberhagen is being treated for prostate cancer. [Trufen.net]
Queen Elizabeth is confirmed as a Doctor Who fan, having requisitioned
DVDs from the BBC for her summer-holiday viewing pleasure.
Gary K. Wolf’s 15-week lawsuit against Walt Disney Co. over Who Framed
Roger Rabbit? earnings was decided largely in Disney’s favour. Wolf, author
of Who Censored Roger Rabbit? (1981), was awarded $180,000 in
underreported royalties and nearly $400,000 in damages, but not the $8
million hoped from a claim that his 5% royalty should also apply to gross
receipts from McDonald’s and other franchising. [PB]

Contrair
4-8 Aug • Interaction (63rd Worldcon), Glasgow. Now £120/$225 at the
door; kids (7-15) £32/$50. Day rates £25 Thu or Mon, £30 Fri, £40 Sat or
Sun. See convention website. Alas, the promised showing of Miyazaki’s
Howl’s Moving Castle has been cancelled.
7 Aug • PM 2005 (Prisoner), Portmeirion. 11am-8:30pm. £15 reg,advance
booking only, plus Village admission. info[at]theunmutual.co.uk
11-15 Aug • The Ring Goes Ever On (Tolkien Soc): Aston U, Birmingham.
£60/$115/€103 reg; society members £55/$105/€95. Contact 28 Loverock
Crescent, Rugby, CV21 4AR.
12-14 Aug • Consternation (RPG), New Hall, Cambridge. Now £27 reg.
Contact 130 South Rd, Erdington, Birmingham, B23 6EL.
13-19 Aug • Milford (UK) SF Writers’ Conference, Snowdonia. Contact
Top Flat, 8 Bedford St, Kemp Town, Brighton, BN2 1AN.
14 Aug • Banopticon (Who), Marine Ct Hotel, Bangor, Co Down, Ireland.
GoH C. Baker. £20 reg. Info: banopticon2005[at]yahoo.co.uk.
24 Aug • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Brian Aldiss.
23-25 Feb 07 • Redemption (B7/B5), Hinckley. Now £50 reg until August
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2006. Contact 26 Kings Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Quentin Letts shows off his sf erudition in an article about
tracking down UK politician John Prescott: “Like Doctor Who, I could sense
the Force was nearby. But where?” (Daily Mail) [DH]
Awards Medley. John W. Campbell: Richard Morgan, Market Forces.
• Sturgeon for short fiction: Bradley Denton, “Sergeant Chip” (F&SF 9/04).
• Rhyslings for sf poetry. SHORT Greg Beatty, “No Ruined Lunar City”. LONG
Tim Pratt, “Soul Searching”.
R.I.P. James N. Aparo (1932-2005), US artist whose work for DC Comics
over more than 30 years included what many regard as the definitive Batman,
died on 19 July; he was 72. [SFWA]
• John William “Long John” Baldry (1941-2005), British-born singer,
songwriter and latterly voice artist whose roles included Sonic the
Hedgehog’s evil nemesis Dr Robotnik, died from a chest infection on 21
July; he was 64. [SG]
• Chris Bunch (1943-2005), US author and TV executive who wrote sf and
fantasy both alone and in collaboration with his brother-in-law Allan Cole –
notably the Sten space opera series – died on 4 July. He was 62.
• James Doohan (1920-2005), Canadian-born character actor famous for (and
inextricably identified with) the part of chief engineer Montgomery “Scotty”
Scott in the original Star Trek series and spinoff films, died on 20 June. He
was 85, and had been suffering from pneumonia and Alzheimer’s disease.
(BBC) His ashes, like Gene Roddenberry’s, will be fired into space.
• Geraldine Fitzgerald (1913-2005), Irish-born actress whose lengthy film
career included a part in Poltergeist II (1986), died on 17 July aged 91.
• Giles Hart, a British sf enthusiast, died in the London bus bombing on 7
July; he was 55. A particular fan of Alice in Wonderland and H.G. Wells, he
chaired a branch of the Wells Society and was scheduled to speak that
evening on “The Lesser-Known Works of Lewis Carroll.” (New York Times,
17 July)
• Evan Hunter (born Salvatore Lombino, 1926-2005), US author most
famous for his “Ed McBain” police procedurals, died from cancer on 6 July
aged 78. He wrote three juvenile sf novels, the adult Tomorrow’s World
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(1956, aka Tomorrow and Tomorrow), and the screenplay for Hitchcock’s
The Birds.
• David Jackson (1934-2005), UK actor whose best-known genre role was
Olag Gan in Blake’s 7 (1978-9), died from a heart attack on 25 July. He was
71.
• Byron Preiss (1953-2005), US author, editor, publisher and book packager
who founded Byron Preiss Visual Publications Inc in 1974, died in a car
accident on 9 July. He was 52. BPVP projects included the graphic novel of
The Stars My Destination, some lavishly illustrated theme anthologies, and
such shared-world series as “Isaac Asimov’s Robot City”.
• Art Rapp (1924-2005), old-time US fan who published forty issues of his
“focal point” fanzine Spacewarp from 1947 to 1950, and remained active
until the appearance of #204 in the late 1990s, reportedly died in care on 24
March. He was 80, and suffered from Alzheimer’s. [RL]
• George Wallace (1917-2005), US actor whose 50-year career included the
role of Commando Cody in Radar Men from the Moon (1952 film serial),
died on 22 July aged 88. He was also in Minority Report. [SJD]
Thog’s Critical Masterclass. “... Theodore Sturgeon’s seminal ‘The Stars
My Destination.’” (The Slings and Arrows Comic Guide, 1997) [DL]
Hugos There? As the 2005 Hugos loom, Cheryl Morgan announces that
(whatever happens) her Emerald City will henceforth compete for the
semiprozine rather than the fanzine award.
• Chris M. Barkley and Patrick Nielsen Hayden are campaigning to split the
Best Professional Editor category into book- and magazine-editor
subdivisions.
Rocket To The Morgue. BBC Radio’s Start the Week (18 July) discussed
George Pendle’s bio of the US rocketry pioneer who blew himself up in 1952
– Strange Angel: The Otherworldly Life of Rocket Scientist John Whiteside
Parsons. Andrew Marr characterized early rocket science as driven by
“enthusiasts, hobbyists, nuts, fantasists, science fiction writers.” Then
Jonathan Miller offered a doomy generalization that also covered Parsons’s
occult interests: “I think behind all this lies the deeply infectious notion of the
cosmos. The cosmos is very dangerous to think about, and into it, often,
vacant minds expand.” [DH] Oh dear!
Fanfundery. Welcome to Glasgow: TAFF winner Suzanne “Suzle”
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Tompkins, and GUFF winners Damien Warman and Juliette Woods.
Hazel’s Language Lessons: Dutch for Critics. “dweepster, -s, n. a woman
who raves about something.” [JDB]
As She Sees Her. Shallow readers think Harry Potter is fantasy, but The
Sunday Times (24 July) knows better: “J.K. Rowling’s books seem like
fantasy, but she is tackling the dark heart of the real world.” Interviewed
under this headline, Rowling confesses to never finishing The Lord of the
Rings or the Narnia series, and not realizing she’d written a fantasy until after
her first was published: “I really had not thought that that’s what I was doing.
And I think maybe the reason that it didn’t occur to me is that I’m not a huge
fan of fantasy.” Mr Pratchett observes: “Well, of course not: that’s the stuff
with all those wizards and witches and magic schools and wands and other
such nonsense ...”
Outraged Letters. Craig Miller on last issue’s obits: “John Fiedler had
another very early contribution to science fiction in the media. He played
Cadet Alfie Higgins, a regular character on Tom Corbett, Space Cadet in the
early 1950s.”
• Andy Sawyer nods wisely at that A216 rumour of a BBC Wyndham
documentary: “Since then, mysterious visits have been made to the John
Wyndham Archive at the University of Liverpool, and even now copies of
fading pulps are being assembled for the inspection of TV cameras later this
week.” [5 July]
• Lloyd Wood on the origin of a certain author’s sinister alien Qax: “Stephen
Baxter is quite proud of having qualified as a Chartered Engineer; he states it
in places where he doesn’t mention his PhD. Now as for qualifying as CEng:
if you look carefully, you will see that one of the qualification forms here
[www.iee.org] is form QAX.... Am looking forward to Baxter introducing the
alien hordes of Ceng, Faq and Inspec in future novels.”
As Others See Us II. On Michael Cunningham’s Specimen Days: “The
exuberance of Cunningham’s story carries it beyond what occasionally veers
towards the silliness that can mar sci-fi. He probably lets himself play around
rather too much with his conceits of voices in machines, recurrent memories,
mystic patternings.” (Courier-Mail, Australia)
Random Fandom. The London Circle defied terrorist bombs on 7 July and
still met, in an alternate pub (The Printer’s Devil; Walkers had closed), with a
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turn-out of just six fans. Dop brags: “we were not terrorised!”
• Paula Guran is to edit a new books and comics section for CFQ
(Cinefantastique) magazine, as from the Sept/Oct issue.
• Jim Young is all excited: “If you look very, very closely, you can actually
see me briefly in War of the Worlds. As Tom Cruise is driving his van into a
crowd of refugees in upper New Jersey, before getting to the Hudson River
ferry boat, there’s a panning shot from the driver’s window of Cruise’s van.
You see five men standing mute alongside the vehicle. I’m the guy in the
blue parka. I thought I’d actually be more visible, because they did a couple
of takes of me pounding on the windshield of the van shouting ‘Please stop.
Help us.’ But that’s the editing process!”
The Dark Side scandal (see A215) rumbles on, with editor Allan Bryce
seemingly unmoved by evidence that literally hundreds of film reviews have
been plagiarized in his magazines. Mirek Lipinski has discussed all this with
a leading rights lawyer and plans a publicity bombshell. He urges
contributors and advertisers to boycott The Dark Side: “Simply put: If you
become aware of what’s been going on [...] and you continue to write for the
magazine or place ads in it, you are electing to help Allan Bryce conduct
business as usual and you don’t give a damn about plagiarism or your fellow
writers and the fans in the genre. I hope this doesn’t sound too severe as a
judgment, but I simply cannot respect people who turn a blind eye to the most
grievous case of plagiarism ever found in the horror genre press. Others can
make their own judgments, but that’s mine.” [SG]
• Steve Green adds: “‘Richard Marshall’, the pseudonym Allan Bryce uses
when editing DVD World, has reportedly stepped down as of #28 in favour of
‘Martin Chapman’, who may or may not be yet another Bryce alias.”
The Dead Past. 26 Years Ago: lured by former UK newsletter editor Peter
Roberts’s promises of fame, power and groupies, Dave Langford published
Ansible 1 for the Brighton Worldcon in August 1979. Where does the time
go?
• LANGFORD KOS CHECKPOINT IN GRIM FAN STRUGGLE! wrote Peter in Checkpoint
97, preparing for retirement after his 100th issue in September 1979.
• 25 Years Ago: Langford madly quits job, becomes self-employed! (Ansible
11, August 1980) No change there....
C.o.A. Robert Lichtman, 11037 Broadway Tce, Oakland, CA 94611, USA.
(From 1 September. “Yes, I’m finally moving in with my wife, Carol, and
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also retiring at not quite 63 years old.”) Eva Whitley, 266 Pittston Circle,
Owings Mills, MD 21117, USA. (“I’m listed in the phone book as E. Chalker
Whitley.”)
World Fantasy Awards nominations: NOVEL Susanna Clarke, Jonathan
Strange & Mr Norrell; Stephen R. Donaldson, The Runes of the Earth; China
Miéville, Iron Council; Sean Stewart, Perfect Circle; Gene Wolfe, The
Wizard Knight (The Knight and The Wizard).
• NOVELLA Leena Krohn, Tainaron: Mail from Another City; Kim Newman,
“Soho Golem” (Sci Fiction); Michael Shea, “The Growlimb” (F&SF 1/04);
Lisa Tuttle, My Death; Gene Wolfe, “Golden City Far” (Flights).
• SHORT Theodora Goss, “The Wings of Meister Wilhelm” (Polyphony 4);
Margo Lanagan, “Singing My Sister Down” (Black Juice); Kelly Link, “The
Faery Handbag” (The Faery Reel); China Miéville, “Reports of Certain
Events in London” (McSweeney’s Enchanted Chamber); Barbara Roden,
“Northwest Passage” (Acquainted with the Night).
• ANTHOLOGY The Faery Reel ed. Ellen Datlow & Terri Windling; Polyphony
4 ed. Deborah Layne & Jay Lake; Acquainted with the Night ed. Barbara &
Christopher Roden; Dark Matter: Reading The Bones ed. Sheree R. Thomas;
The First Heroes ed. Harry Turtledove & Noreen Doyle.
• COLLECTION Peter Crowther, Songs of Leaving; John M. Ford, Heat Of
Fusion; Eileen Gunn, Stable Strategies And Others; Margo Lanagan, Black
Juice; Joe R. Lansdale, Mad Dog Summer; Ian R. MacLeod, Breathmoss;
Lucius Shepard, Trujillo.
• ARTIST Caniglia, Kinuko Y. Craft, John Jude Palencar, John Picacio, Charles
Vess.
• SPECIAL – PROFESSIONAL Gavin Grant & Kelly Link (Small Beer Press); S.T.
Joshi (scholarship); Sharyn November (editing); Gordon Van Gelder
(F&SF); Terri Windling (editing).
• SPECIAL – NON-PROFESSIONAL Ariel (thealienonline.net); Matt Cheney
(mumpsimus.blogspot.com); Robert Morgan (Sarob Press); Barbara Roden
(All Hallows); Michael Walsh (Old Earth Books). [GVG]
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Hot Bosom Action. “Her tits were like smoke
detectors and it looked like the little red lights were flashing.” (Paul Meloy,
“Dying in the Arms of Jean Harlow (The Coming of the Autoscopes)”, The
3rd Alternative, Summer 2005) [MMW]
• Ornamentation Dept. “Lan’s own helmet was open in the style of dead
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Malkier, supporting a steel crescent moon above his forehead [...] The rider
drew rein in front of Lan and Bukama. Remaining in his saddle, he eyed them
uncertainly, no doubt because their armor was unadorned.” (Robert Jordan,
New Spring, 2004) [TW]
• Dept of In Space No One Can Hear Your Castrophony. “Then there came a
sound, distant at first, that grew into a castrophony so immense it could be
heard far away in space.” (Gorillaz, Demon Days, “Fire Coming out of a
Monkey’s Head” lyrics) [AR]
• Spare Parts Dept. “Botha slipped out of his chair. It rocked briefly in his
absence, then steadied to await the next set of perambulating buttocks.” (Alan
Dean Foster, Diuturnity’s Dawn, 2002) [GS]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 10 Sep: Jane Johnson talks to the Brum Group, Britannia
Hotel, New St, Birmingham. 7.30pm for 8pm. £3 members, £4 non-members.
Random Links. Michael Moorcock reviews The World Hitler Never Made
(Telegraph):
http://portal.telegraph.co.uk/global/main.jhtml?
xml=/global/2005/07/10/boros10.xml
• Homage to a certain War of the Worlds actor:
http://tomcruiseisnuts.com/home.php
• Space squid invade Iain M. Banks cover:
http://www.livejournal.com/community/iain_banks/14436.html?#cutid1
• ESA Clarke/Bradbury award winners:
http://www.sfwa.org/News/05esaaward.htm
• Terry Pratchett can’t mock J.K. Rowling (see also above) without some
subeditor calling it “anger” ... though this BBC story has since changed,
substituting fun-poking and swipe-taking for the original “anger” description:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/entertainment/arts/4732385.stm
• Dave Langford’s Worldcon Schedule (yawn): see home page at ...
http://ansible.co.uk/
Oops. Patrick Nielsen Hayden points out that I was misled by “the 1.0
version of the World Fantasy Award nominations, the one David Hartwell
initially sent out, in which the names in the Artist category appear to have
been channeled from an entirely alternate world.” The spurious list (Kinuko
591

Y. Craft, Tom Kidd, Gary Lippincott, Dave McKean, John Jude Palencar,
Charles Vess) was in the printed Ansible; I’ve put the correct names in the
WFA listing above.
Ansible 217 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2005. Thanks to Paul Barnett, John
D. Berry, James H. Burns, Steven J. Dunn, Steve Green, Dave Hipple,
Margaret Hoyt, Robert Lichtman, Denny Lien, Adam Roberts, Gordon
Smith, Tanaqui Weaver, Gary Wilkinson, Martin Morse Wooster, and our
Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS,
and Alan Stewart (Thyme). Also Martin Hoare, for transporting heavy stuff
to Glasgow. 1 Aug 05.
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Interthingy! So much for my hubristic plans to rush out a special,
triumphalist Ansible straight after the Glasgow Worldcon. In the event I felt
too exhausted – or blissfully languorous, if you prefer. The con seemed to go
very well, with praise showered on normally thankless efforts like
Masquerade and Hugo organization, while the Plokta cabal’s fan bar
achieved the cosmic feat of drinking the brewery dry. The final membership
count was approximately 4,200. You read it here last. A personal moment of
glory and terror: the breakfast signing of contracts for a third edition of The
Encyclopedia of Science Fiction, with co-editors John Clute and myself doing
the “shop-floor work” while Peter Nicholls broods over the enterprise as
Editor Emeritus....
Hugos were presented at record speed in a ceremony hosted by Paul
McAuley and Kim Newman, whose alternate-history jape was that these
trophies commemorated the pioneering Fiction-Scientifique author Victor
Hugo, remembered for such FS masterworks as The Jet-Pack of Notre Dame.
Susanna Clarke, Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell.
NOVELLA Charles Stross, “The Concrete Jungle”.
NOVELETTE Kelly Link, “The Faery Handbag”.
SHORT Mike Resnick, “Travels with My Cats”.
RELATED BOOK The Cambridge Companion to Science Fiction ed.
Edward James & Farah Mendlesohn.
DRAMATIC, LONG The Incredibles.
SHORT “33” (Battlestar Galactica).
PRO EDITOR Ellen Datlow.
PRO ARTIST Jim Burns.
SEMIPROZINE Ansible.
NOVEL
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Plokta.
FAN WRITER er um well.
FAN ARTIST Sue Mason.
WEB SITE SciFiction (www.scifi.com/scifiction).
JOHN W. CAMPBELL AWARD (not a Hugo): Elizabeth Bear.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE AWARD (ditto): David Pringle, for long toil on
Interzone.
FANZINE

The Ansible win was a genuine shock: I’d cunningly manoeuvred it from
Fanzine to Semiprozine in the belief that Ansible could never defeat the
juggernaut of Locus (which in fact placed third, behind Interzone). Oh dearie
me, this means that at last I’ve drawn level with the great Charles N. Brown’s
tally of 26 Hugos.
• The Novella winner enlivened the event by appearing awesomely kilted as
The McStross Of That Ilk. His later LiveJournal comment has an eloquent
dignity: “OMG! I WON A HUGO!!! W00T!!!!!!!”
• Reading the nominations for Best Novel, GoH Christopher Priest naughtily
pretended his eyesight was failing and offered unlikely versions of shortlisted
titles, such as Mr Stross’s cult novel L. Ron Sunrise.
• Traditional tinkering with Hugo rules continues. The proposal to split Best
Editor into magazine and book categories was debated, and morphed into a
slightly different split: Editor (Short Fiction) for work on magazines and
anthologies, and Editor (Long Fiction) for books. This amendment was
passed for ratification at the 2006 Worldcon.
• For those not in the know, there was further bogglement when nomination
statistics revealed that Terry Pratchett would have been a novel finalist –
pushing Iain Banks off the ballot – if he hadn’t declined his nomination for
Going Postal.
Accident & Emergency. Poor old Forrest J Ackerman spent the Worldcon
in Glasgow Royal Infirmary. Reportedly he had an accident while showering
in his hotel before Interaction began, and was kept under observation by
concerned medics. Not wanting to cause alarm, he asked for this to be kept
quiet; word didn’t get around until the last day.
• Chris Priest had a bad fall on the escalator at the Scottish Exhibition and
Convention Centre. Though suffering cuts, bruises, torn trousers and shock in
what he called “my John Brunner moment”, he went on to give a scheduled
reading before summoning first aid. His well-received GoH speech can now
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be read on the Ansible website.
Also at Worldcon. European SF Awards. PUBLISHER Nature, UK. WRITER
Marina & Sergei Dyachenko, Ukraine. ARTIST Sergei Poyarkov, Ukraine.
MAGAZINE Galaktika, Hungary. PROMOTER Alain Le Bussy, Belgium.
TRANSLATOR Kees van Toorn, Netherlands.
• Prometheus (libertarian sf): Neal Stephenson, The System of the World.
• Sidewise (alternate history): LONG Philip Roth, The Plot Against America.
SHORT Warren Ellis, The Ministry of Space.
• James White (unpublished shorts by new writers) Elizabeth Hopkinson, “A
Short History of the Dream Library”.
As Others ... Press coverage was unusually benign, but food critic Allan
Brown restored the balance by reviewing visitors to the nearby Moroccan
restaurant Argan: “Closer inspection, though, revealed a certain homogeneity
among the incomers: long, wispy hair, milk-bottle spectacles, breathable
rainwear, mouthfuls of teeth. It could only be a delegation from the world
science-fiction convention that was going on down the road. The unmarried
of five continents had convened in the same spot at the same time. The upside
of this (and it had to be looked for strenuously) was that at least they’d have
something positive to tell the citizens of Klaarg-9 about Glasgow’s
restaurants, having beamed down into a cheerful, affordable neighbourhood
eatery with native staff and an intriguing menu.” (Sunday Times, 21 Aug)
How very original.
• A taxi driver quoted in the con newsletter marvelled: “I’ve just seen a
Klingon in a kilt. You don’t see that very often. Not even in Glasgow.”

Unlikely Stories, Mostly
David Brin’s weblog deftly avoids the sf-words: he is “a scientist and bestselling author whose future-oriented novels include ...” [HF]
Patrick Janson-Smith, publisher at Transworld since 1981, is to desert
Terry Pratchett for J.K. Rowling. He lured Terry P. from Gollancz to
Doubleday UK in 1998, and is now moving to the Christopher Little Literary
Agency – which represents Rowling. (Publishers Lunch)
Terry Pratchett on the Hugo: “When they told me I just thought: I can’t
handle this, not after all this time, and asked to be let off. That meant I
595

enjoyed the con hugely instead of being a bag of nerves with a blood pressure
of 200/95, and when the fateful verdict was given on Sunday night I was
eating sushi two miles away. Best worldcon ever!”
J.K. Rowling sent an inspirational message to Interaction, with regrets that
she couldn’t be present and (at last) a confession that she “was thrilled to
receive the Hugo in 2001.” [TPA]
Jack Williamson also sent good cheer to the con, via e-mail: “I’m 97 and
feeling the years, but I feel well and have good care.” [TPA]

Conlatrate
9-11 Sep • Reunion3 (media), Holiday Inn, Leicester City. £75 reg; £40/day
Sat or Sun; child £55 or £30/day. Contact Flat 3, Blighwood, 57 Surrey Rd,
Poole, Dorset, BH12 1HF.
10 Sep • Whitchurch Fireworks, Hardwick House. 5:30-late. £7 at gate;
children £5, family £18. Display by the usual fan suspects.
12 Sep • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Top floor, 6:30pm. With
Pat Cadigan, Paul McAuley and China Miéville.
16-17 Sep • The Fforde Ffestival (Jasper Fforde), Goddard Arms Hotel,
Swindon. £25 reg. Tickets: Swindon Tourist Info Centre, 37 Regent St,
Swindon, SN1 1JL. 01793 530328 or 466454.
16-18 Sep • Oxonmoot 2005 (Tolkien Soc), St Peter’s College, Oxford. £35
reg (members £30), closing 6 September. Contact 85 Woad Lane, Great
Coates, Grimsby, DN34 9NB.
17-18 Sep • SF/Fantasy Weekend, Techniquest science discovery centre,
Stuart St, Cardiff, CF10 5BW. Further details unknown.
28 Sep • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Paul McAuley.
30 Sep - 2 Oct • FantasyCon 2005, Quality Hotel, Walsall. £50 reg; BFS
members £45. Day (Sat only) £20. Contact (with SAE) Beech House, Chapel
Lane, Moulton, Cheshire, CW9 8DQ.
1-2 Oct • NewCon3, Guildhall, Northampton. GoH Jon Courtenay
Grimwood, Liz Williams, Fangorn. £20 reg (£12 Sat, £10 Sun) to
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Northampton SF Writers Group, 16 Albany Rd, Northampton, NN1 5LZ.
15-16 Oct • Octocon, Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth, Ireland. Guests TBA. €30
reg, student €25, under-18 €15 until 1 Oct, to Octocon, Basement Flat, 26
Longford Tce, Monkstown, Co. Dublin. Sterling £20, £15, £10 to “Dave
Lally #2 A/C”, 64 Richborne Tce, London, SW8 1AX.
24-26 Feb 06 • Distraction 2006 (small sf/fun), Chequers Hotel, Newbury.
£30 reg. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
14-17 Apr 06 • Concussion (Eastercon), Glasgow Moat House Hotel. Now
£50 reg; supp/concessions £25; ages 12-18 £15; 5-11 £5; 0-4 free. Contact 23
Ranelagh Rd, Bruce Grove, London, N17 6XY.
4-5 Aug 06 • MeCon 9, Queen’s Elms Centre, Malone Rd, Belfast. Guests
and further details TBA.
Eurocon 2007, Copenhagen, Denmark; exact venue TBA. There was also an
Irish bid, but Denmark won – the country’s first Eurocon.
Rumblings • Recombination (Aug 2007), the next UK role-playing
convention, will also revive the lapsed Unicon tradition. [RBW]

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. The Guardian reviews Primer: “If the term science fiction
didn’t conjure images of overblown special effects and alien make-up, it
would be the perfect description for this: a gripping, low-budget thriller with
lots of science.” [SG]
• Wired coverage of that odd clone-claim cult the Raelians identifies likely
prey: “rare video footage of the group taken at one of its Las Vegas seminars
[...] brings a fresh, critical slant to the Raelians – replete with allegations that
the sect uses sex as a recruitment tool, targeting people most likely to
sympathize with its message that aliens populated the world: ‘Trekkies and
whatnot,’ explained Abdullah Hashem, who taped the group in May [...]
‘There are a lot of people (at these seminars) who believe in aliens, and all
these beautiful women who will have sex with you even though you’re a
dork,’ he said. ‘And that’s why most people were there.’” [WP]
• Ann Coulter strains to find words harsh enough for Muslim jihadists: “No
wonder they dream of an afterlife with 72 hot teenage girls. These guys are
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klutzes. Nerds. Dweebs. In the Las Vegas of life they’re at the convention
center with the other Star Trek fans.” (11 August) [TW]
Closing Down. Andromeda Bookshop closed its doors at 1 Suffolk St,
Birmingham, on 26 August. Rog Peyton, original founder of Andromeda,
wrote: “All the staff had walked out, the current owners pushing them one
step too far. [...] The stock is all in storage in Walsall.” [BGN]
• Clarecraft, the UK model company best known for official Discworld®
figurines, will close at the end of October because “things have been tough
for the British gift industry as a whole [...] Clarecraft in particular has
suffered because we have been determined to keep our manufacturing in
Britain.” A closing sale is in progress.
Yet More Awards. Mythopoeic: ADULT Susanna Clarke, Jonathan Strange &
Mr Norrell. CHILDREN’S Terry Pratchett, A Hat Full of Sky. SCHOLARSHIP,
INKLINGS Janet Brennan Croft, War and the Works of J.R.R. Tolkien.
SCHOLARSHIP, GENERAL Stephen Thomas Knight, Robin Hood: A Mythic
Biography.
• Booker Prize, for real literary stuff: the most obviously sf item on the
longlist is Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go.
• British Fantasy Awards novel shortlist: Clive Barker, Abarat: Days of
Magic, Nights of War; Mark Chadbourn, The Queen of Sinister; Susanna
Clarke, Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell; Christopher Fowler, The Water
Room; Stephen King, The Dark Tower VII: The Dark Tower.
• World Fantasy Awards novel nominations: Susanna Clarke, Jonathan
Strange & Mr Norrell; Stephen R. Donaldson, The Runes of the Earth; China
Miéville, Iron Council; Sean Stewart, Perfect Circle; Gene Wolfe, The
Wizard Knight (The Knight and The Wizard).
Science Corner. We can learn even from reality TV. Arcane knowledge
from a chap called Craig in Big Brother: “The Egyptians had more advanced
star-charts than we have now.... They would have had to have 5-dimensional
technology to achieve what they did.” [GW]
R.I.P. Jonathan Adams (1931-2005), UK actor seen in The Rocky Horror
Picture Show (1975) and other genre productions, died on 13 June aged 74.
[RL]
• James Booth (1927-2005), UK actor and screenwriter who appeared in
several episodes of Twin Peaks and also in minor genre films, died on 11
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August at age 77. [GW]
• Gretchen Franklin (1911-2005), British actress whose occasional genre
appearances included parts in the TV Quatermass (1979) and Dr Jekyll and
Mr Hyde (1981), died on 11 July – four days after her 94th birthday. [GD]
• Philip J. Klass (1919-2005), US technical journalist and noted debunker of
UFO claims, who for 35 years was a senior editor at Aviation Week and
Space Technology, died on 9 August after long illness. He was 85. Some SF
references confused him with the 1920-born Philip Klass who is still with us
and writes as William Tenn.
• Robert A. Moog (1934-2005), inventor of the Moog synthesizer heard on
countless sf film soundtracks since the 1960s, died from a brain tumour on 21
August.
• Brock Peters (1927-2005), US actor who was best known for his part in To
Kill a Mockingbird but also appeared in Soylent Green, two Star Trek films
and ST: Deep Space Nine, died on 24 August aged 78. [GW]
• Joe Ranft (1960-2005), screenwriter and voice actor who had been with
Pixar for over a decade, died in a car accident on 16 August; he was 45. Ranft
co-wrote Toy Story (which brought him an Oscar nomination) and A Bug’s
Life; in his previous job at Disney he was a writer for Beauty and the Beast
and The Lion King. [PDF]
• Daniel Riche (1949-2005), leading French sf editor and anthologist, died
from cancer on 23 August. He was 55. [J-MO]
• Michael Sheard (1938-2005), UK actor who became a popular figure on the
sf convention circuit after appearing as Admiral Ozzel in The Empire Strikes
Back, died from cancer on 31 August. He was 67. Another well-remembered
genre part was that of Hitler – whom he played five times in all – in Indiana
Jones and The Last Crusade. [BB]
• Mark Simpson, co-founder of the award-winning Nottingham comics shop
Page 45, died unexpectedly on 31 July. [SG]
• Mel Welles (1924-2005), US actor seen in various genre films including the
original 1960 Little Shop of Horrors, died on 19 August.
Useful Advice. “In Barbara: The Story of a UFO Investigator, Barbara
Bartholic and co-writer Peggy Feilding, address these questions and other
universal mysteries by taking the reader down the path of Bartholic’s
amazing life journey... Best read with the lights on” [DB]
PublishAmerica (motto: “Not Really A Vanity Press, You Bastards”) is
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being sued by the Encyclopedia Britannica on counts ranging from trademark
infringement to unfair business practices. From the statement of complaint:
“Defendants’ use of the PublishBritannica mark is without Britannica’s
consent or permission.” Cease-and-desist letters reportedly had no effect, and
hence the lawsuit. What larks! [ML]
Editorial. I’ve always wondered what a real ansible looks like. A recent
sighting: “She pressed the coordinates into the ansible, an iron box fifty
centimeters long, ornately painted with a pattern of exploding stars.
Typewriter keys protruded from one side, and her stained fingers played on
them.” (Paul Park, A Princess of Roumania, 2005) [CM]
SFWA’s grievance committee has publicly denounced Steve Austin of
Austin Leather Works, USA. Given limited permission by Anne McCaffrey
to sell Pern-themed leatherwork in convention dealers’ rooms, he reportedly
expanded this into a substantial Internet business with an unauthorized
sideline in Pern artwork; continued his operation after permission was
explicitly withdrawn; and even tried to sue Anne McCaffrey when she told
him to stop. He seems unrepentant.
Fanfundery. TAFF has received $100 from SCIFI as reward for the
publication of Peter Weston’s trip report in With Stars In My Eyes.
• The League of Fan Funds published accounts to 28 July, showing £1,270
passed to Worthy Causes in 2005, plus £700-odd in hand: “do you think the
LFF should hold a reserve, and if so, does the amount sound right?”
Outraged Letters. Simon R. Green has a dream: “Now it’s back to working
on my next magnum opus, Exploding Talking Squids In Outer Space.”
• Jonathan Vos Post brags: “I mysteriously predicted volcanoes on Io, well
before Voyager found them, and before I was Mission Planning Engineer on
Voyager 2 for the Uranus flyby.” Thus: “First of all, I’d like to thank my
teacher, the legendary Khan Joel Kroll, who taught me on the rugged
Volcanoburg terrain of Io ...” (“Skiing the Methane Snows of Pluto,” BSFA
Focus 1:1, Autumn 1979)
Random Fandom. Chaz Boston Baden lost his on-line fan photo gallery in a
server failure, and is struggling to rebuild it.
• Bill Burns, at the close of fan programming at Interaction, received a special
award for Efanzines.com as Best Fannish Website ... and the same event saw
Catherine Crockett honoured for Best Signed Boobs. I couldn’t possibly
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comment.
• Paul Treadaway suggests that we declare an extra London pub meeting next
March to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the first in this long tradition –
held at the White Horse in March 1946.
The Dead Past. Ten Years Ago: remember the Glasgow Worldcon?
C.o.A. John Bangsund, 19/63 Dight St, Collingwood, Vic 3066, Australia
(from 20 Aug). Peter & Eileen Weston, 53 Wyvern Rd, Sutton Coldfield, W.
Midlands, B74 2PS (from 1 Oct). Kip Williams & Cathy Doyle, 19 Nelson St,
West Springfield, MA 01089, USA.
Thog’s Masterclass. Earth Is The Alien Planet Dept. “Driving north toward
Albany on the Taconic Parkway, Parker watched both dawn and a heavy
cloud cover move in from the west.” (Richard Stark [Donald E. Westlake],
Backflash, 1998) [TMcD]
• Colour Perception Dept. “Two incense sticks burned in a little brass holder
in front of her, sending wisps of thin blue smoke upwards which were
indistinguishable in colour from the rat’s nest of gray hair ...” (Eugene Byrne,
ThiGMOO, 1999) [CH]
• Gastric Beyond Belief Dept. “Norman felt his stomach tighten, in a different
direction than it had at the sight of Dr. Mitchell.” (Jay Lake and Ruth
Nestvold, “The Rivers of Eden”, 2005) [DB]
• Neat Tricks Dept. “The animal seemed to have no face until it twisted its
head round. Then it opened two enormous lidless eyes.” (Paul Park, A
Princess of Roumania, 2005) [TC]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 9 Sep: Mike Chinn talks to the Brum Group, Britannia Hotel,
New St, Birmingham. 7.45pm for 8pm. £3 members, £4 non-members. (Jane
Johnson was forced to cancel.)
• 14 Oct: Peter F Hamilton at the Brum Group, as above.
• 4 Nov: Storm Constantine at the Brum Group, as above.
Random Links. Hurricane Katrina disaster links at Making Light:
http://nielsenhayden.com/makinglight/archives/006666.html
• British Fantasy Awards, full nominations list:
http://www.thealienonline.net/ao_030.asp?tid=1&scid=7&iid=2915
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• Checkpoint, Peter Robert’s 1970s UK sf/fan newsletter: web archive under
construction:
http://checkpoint.ansible.co.uk
• The Genre Traveler – a new e-zine for sf/fantasy/horror fan tourists
planning trips to visit “genre-related attractions”:
http://www.thegenretraveler.com/
• David Icke: is his giant-lizards-among-us conspiracy theory really about
giant lizards?
http://crookedtimber.org/2004/06/07/i-dont-licke-icke-all-that-much-anymore
• Intelligent Design and the Flying Spaghetti Monster:
http://venganza.org/
• Popular Science on that legendary Cleve Cartmill atom-bomb story,
“Deadline”.
http://www.popularscience.co.uk/features/feat20.htm
• Chris Priest’s Interaction Guest of Honour speech:
http://news.ansible.co.uk/a218-cp.html
• The Science Fiction Foundation strikes back!
http://www.flickr.com/photos/purplecthulhu/38188020/
• Talking Squids in Outer Space now have their own website – and it’s not
my fault, it’s Vonda McIntyre’s:
http://talkingsquidsinouterspace.com/
• Peter Weston on Interaction at Trufen.net:
http://trufen.net/article.pl?sid=05/08/22/0811225
• World Fantasy Awards. Full nominations list:
http://www.worldfantasy.org/awards/
Ansible 218 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2005. Thanks to Barbara Barrett,
Damien Broderick, Brum Group News, Tony Cullen, Gordon Davie, Henry
Farrell, Paul Di Filippo, Steve Green, Chip Hitchcock, Rich Lynch, Tim
McDaniel, Making Light, Jean-Marc Lofficier, Will Plant, The Port
Authority, Roger Burton West, Gary Wilkinson, Taras Wolansky, and our
Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (BGN), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan
Stewart (Thyme). 5 Sep 05.
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Ansible 218 Supplement
The Condition of Brit – Forty Years on the
Atlantic Shore
Christopher Priest
GoH Speech – August 2005, Interaction
For those of you who have never done this, let me assure you that the
prospect of making a guest of honour speech at a worldcon is a bit daunting.
I’ve been to worldcons before, and I’ve been a guest of honour before, but
this is the first time the two have intersected. Almost certainly the last time,
of course.
For me, an extra feature is that although I’ve been a familiar figure at British
and European cons for many years, I’m not very well known in the USA. I’m
glad to see that so many Americans are here this weekend, having braved the
terrors of life in modern Britain. I’m referring of course to our total lack of a
Labor Day weekend, and the strength of the pound against the dollar.
I must say that I’m a bit nervous of American fans. I know that many of them
have weird ideas about who I am. On my first visit to the USA in 1980 I went
to the worldcon in Boston, where I spent much of the time hanging around
and getting to know people, as one does. I was then a mere slip of a lad. I
wore jeans and a T-shirt, like many of the people there that hot weekend.
Whenever I was introduced to someone, and they realized who I was, they
almost always jumped with surprise or incredulity or even horror. It was done
in a friendly way, but for a while I did wonder if it was some kind of
American greeting ritual that no one had warned me about.
I eventually realized that the reaction was caused by the difference between
what they saw before them and what they had presumably been expecting to
see. That expectation seemed to be a sort of amalgam. I never quite worked it
out, but I think I was expected to have the portly demeanour of Arnold
Bennett, speak like a BBC news reader from WW2, have the manners of John
Gielgud playing a butler, and perhaps show the fashion sense of Darth Vader.
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Instead they got me. I might add that more or less the same mis-identification
had happened to me three years earlier, the first time I went to Australia. It
seems that being a Brit conveys a shorthand image in some way.
So what is Britishness? Maybe your heart sinks at the thought of the next 30
minutes exploring that less than fascinating question, so perhaps it’s best to
skip it. But I’ve called this talk “The Condition of Brit”, because Britishness
is something that permeates my soul and which I can never throw off.
Perhaps how it manifests itself in me will emerge indirectly as I go along.
(slurp)
Here’s a start.
In 1972, the guest of honour at the British Easter convention gave a speech of
mind-numbing tediousness. His presentation was not helped by the fact that
he turned his back to the audience for most of the time, while mumbling
inaudibly at some drawings he had brought along and pinned up on the wall
behind him. I’m too polite to name him.
I should explain that all British people are in general polite, so the audience
for this unfortunate chap sat there quietly, but they were deeply bored, and
also embarrassed because they were bored. No one liked to interrupt the great
man. Gradually a thinly controlled and highly contagious amusement started
replacing the embarrassment. Suddenly, Brian Aldiss could stand it no more.
He leapt to his feet with a handkerchief over his nose, yelled about
unstoppable gushing of blood, and to wild cheers from the audience ran to the
safety of the bar next door. The rest of us remained where we were ... while
our honoured guest mumbled on interminably. I was greatly impressed by
Brian’s ingenious escape, a memorable event. I don’t think the speaker even
noticed.
A few years later, in 1979, I was myself guest of honour at a British
convention, this one Novacon, in Birmingham. It was my first guest-ofhonourship, and I was even more nervous about my speech than I am about
this one today. The day before, I was talking to some friends about how
nervous I was, and remembered aloud the embarrassing situation in Larry
Niven’s speech. (Oh sod it! Sorry, Larry ... your name just slipped out.) My
friends reassured me that nothing I said could be as tedious as that. The next
day, at 2.00 in the afternoon, I took up my position on the platform ... and
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noticed that everyone in the front three rows was holding a handkerchief at
the ready.
(slurp)
Fortunately, that Novacon wasn’t too well attended, because 1979 happened
to be the year of another worldcon in Britain. That one had been in Brighton.
It was, at the time, the largest convention I’d ever been to.
But it was not in fact my first worldcon. That had been in 1965, at a crummy
hotel above some shops in London’s Oxford Street. I was in those days an
unpublished writer with high hopes of breaking in, but my chances were few
and my real life was dull. I was a deservedly underpaid trainee accountant,
surviving on a tiny stipend from the extremely rich and mean firm that
employed me. The hotel’s room-charge per day was more than my weekly
salary, but I came up with it somehow. I was determined to be there. I was
involved in fandom, publishing fanzines and travelling all over the country to
fannish gatherings, so to miss the worldcon was not an option. For those of
you experiencing the luxury of hotels in Glasgow a mere forty years later,
you might be interested to know that the full-board room rate for a British
worldcon in 1965 was £7 a day ... that’s about $12.00, or €10.00. I hope you
don’t remember this snippet of information when you come to pay your bill
on Tuesday morning.
That worldcon was the first time I was ever invited to take part in a program
item. I had to go on a panel discussion about publishing. Before it began I
was so frightened I thought I was going to throw up. A few minutes before
the start I ran to the nearest toilet and locked myself in, trying to release some
of the nervous tension in me. All I could manage were a few pathetic farts.
But soon I was distracted by the noises emanating from the cubicle next to
mine. I tried not to imagine what was going on, but the painful groaning,
heroic farting and other noises were so thrilling that my own sense of nausea
began to feel trivial. After a while I let myself out, and by chance the person
in the next cubicle exited from his too. I immediately recognized him: he was
a famous science fiction writer. Five minutes later, I found myself sitting next
to him once again, this time on the panel discussion. It was reassuring, but
only a little, to realize that no matter how high you rise in this game, it still
takes strong guts to step on to the platform at a worldcon.
(slurp)
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My second worldcon came five years later, when the con went to Heidelberg
in Germany. This was the first convention I ever went to where with
Germanic thoroughness the programme items started and ended on time.
Until then I had thought late running of the programme was a force of nature,
but German efficiency taught me otherwise.
My other main memory from that convention is of the Hugo ceremony, when
most of us were driven in buses up to Heidelberg Castle in the hills
overlooking the town. Sitting in the seat immediately in front of me was a
young science fiction writer I am far too polite to name, talking to one of the
fans. Suddenly, there was an explosion of noise. “What do you mean?”
shouted this young writer. “You’ve never heard of HARLAN? My God,
everyone’s heard of HARLAN! How come you’ve never heard of
HARLAN?” Suddenly, he jumped up from his seat, and waved his arms
wildly in the air to attract attention. “Hey, everybody! There’s someone here
who’s never heard of HARLAN!” Meanwhile, the young fan who had been
sitting with Stephen Goldin was blushing to the roots of his hair, shamed by
his ignorance. He probably didn’t notice me crouching low in my own seat. I
too didn’t know what a harlan was.
After the Hugo banquet, we emerged from the castle to discover two
important facts. The first was that the buses that had brought us up the hill
were no longer there to take us down the hill. The second was that it was
pouring with rain. A row of taxis was waiting to cash in on everyone’s
misfortune. I was too broke to be able to afford a taxi, so with my then wife I
set off to walk back to the town. Within a few seconds we were soaked
through. Taxis carrying plutocrats like Robert Silverberg, John Brunner and
Gerry Webb whooshed by us in the dark, carelessly splashing us. Then one
slowed down beside us, and a window opened. Inside the cab was a famous
American writer and editor I’d better not name. “Hey, you kids!” he shouted.
“Would you like a lift back to town?” Thankfully we clambered in and joined
him, dripping all over the car. I can’t remember what any of us said during
the short journey, but I do know I was over-awed to be in his presence. Now
some thirty-five years later, this act of simple kindness still makes me think
of Forrest J. Ackerman, Forry, with great affection.
(slurp)
I missed the 1975 worldcon, which was in Australia, but I sorely wished to be
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there. For the first time I had something on the Hugo ballot. My novel
Inverted World had been nominated. This felt like a breakthrough. It was a
tough year, because the other novels included The Mote in God’s Eye, Flow
My Tears the Policeman Said and the novel that eventually won, The
Dispossessed. I’ve no idea if my novel came second, third, fourth or fifth, but
it didn’t seem to matter. It was keeping wonderful company. For the most
part.
Incidentally, at the same convention, the Hugo winner in the novelette
category was a writer I’m probably too polite to name, with a story called, in
full, “Adrift Just Off the Islets of Langerhans, Latitude thirty-eight degrees
fifty-four minutes north, Longitude seventy-seven degrees zero minutes and
thirteen seconds west”. I understand the story itself was almost as long as the
title, but not as well told. I hadn’t read it, but I was beginning to find out what
a harlan might be.
Fast-forwarding four years, we come back to Seacon, which was in Brighton
in 1979. On the first evening I overheard an outburst of seemingly
uncontrolled rage. I listened in of course – there’s nothing like eavesdropping
an argument you’re not involved in. It turned out to be about a hat. It seemed
that pros who went to the pro party were given a funny little hat to wear, to
distinguish them from the common folk. I obviously cannot name the writer
who was complaining so loudly, but it seemed there had not been a hat for
him to wear. Or maybe there simply wasn’t one big enough for his head.
After that, at intervals throughout the rest of the convention weekend, I
seemed to hear the whiney complaining sound of Jerry Pournelle’s voice,
endlessly finding fault. I gathered he wasn’t enjoying the convention.
On the other hand, I was having a great time. I was up for another Hugo that
year. My story “The Watched” was on the ballot for best novella, but in the
end I didn’t win. John Varley did, with his remarkable story “The Persistence
of Vision”. Once again I went away with the consolation that at least I had
been beaten by a good story.
More or less the same thing happened a year later, at Noreascon II, in Boston.
It was my first American convention, and I was up for a Hugo again, this
time with my novelette called “Palely Loitering”. Once again I failed to win –
it went to George Martin’s “Sandkings”. I was starting to get a bit tired of
being magnanimous, but I was still happy for George.
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(slurp)
There’s a gap here from 1980 to 1995, too long for me to simply say, “And
the next worldcon I went to was –” as if nothing happened in between.
So fifteen years went by. During this time I wrote four more novels, a couple
of novelizations and some short stories.
I suppose I should use this temporary break in progress to say something
briefly about science fiction.
In spite of rumours you might have heard to the contrary, I claim that all my
novels are SF, or something close to it. But I would also say that all my better
novels are further away from the centre of science fiction than the others. I
believe in the inner workings of SF: the way the unimaginable or the fantastic
can be made to stand for things the reader is interested in, or feels about, or
can be made to be interested in, or to feel about. There’s a lot of imaginative
muscle in fantastic literature, but to date it remains largely unflexed. It’s my
belief that we are still in early days, that we are only gathering speed, that the
best is yet to come. In other words, the truly great classics of science fiction
are not the ones we think we know about now, but ones which will be written
at some time in the future.
What I’m less comfortable with are what you might call the outer workings
of SF. I’ve never been happy with those. The surface qualities of science
fiction are easily adaptable or corruptible, a fact which can be seen in almost
any film or TV adaptation. The curse of all genre fiction is inbreeding, when
success begets imitation or adaptation, when we are dazzled by the glittering
exterior, not stunned by the secret depths. It has always been my contention
that science fiction and fantasy is difficult to write well, and should present a
satisfying challenge to the reader, with intelligence rewarded.
Other surface qualities involve generalizations of some kind. Long ago, I
realized that whenever someone says “Science fiction IS”, or “Science fiction
SHOULD BE”, I immediately start thinking of exceptions to that rule. Those
exceptions are almost invariably stuff I like precisely because it can’t be
pinned down. What we call science fiction as a kind of unified lump should
consist of a literature of unexpected ideas, found in individual works, written
by individual writers in individual ways. The rest is hackwork.
Anyway, during this fifteen-year gap between worldcons I also developed an
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interest in investigative journalism. I wrote a few such articles for general
magazines about chainstore bookselling and public funding of the arts. I
found I enjoyed this kind of journalism – researching the subject thoroughly,
looking through printed sources, phoning people up and asking them leading
questions, trying to find and expose the untruths that people utter when they
are doing something they feel guilty about. In an idle moment I began musing
about the possibility of finding some subject closer to home, perhaps in the sf
world, on which I could use the same sort of journalistic techniques.
It didn’t take me long to remember the ongoing scandal of an unpublished
and almost certainly unpublishable science fiction anthology called The Last
Dangerous Visions, edited by someone whose name I’m too polite to utter. I
won’t go over the familiar ground here, but let me just say that I wrote an
essay about the lousy way the book was being edited. At that time it had been
going on for more than a decade and things seemed bad enough ... although
the phrase “going on” does tend to suggest movement or progress.
“Movement” and “progress” are the two words least associated with the
project. Nothing has changed in the twenty years since I wrote the first draft
of the essay. Anyway, there was no personal motive in this project. I simply
enjoyed the technique of turning up embarrassing information, checking it
was true, then writing about it.
I originally published the essay myself, distributing it as a fanzine at
conventions. Almost at once, responses started pouring in from variously
aggrieved writers who had sold stories to the anthology. The facts about this
non-book grew steadily more detailed and better supported by the complaints
of its victims. As they did so it became ever more awkward for the nameless
one to explain. I put the text on the internet, where for years it was available
as a free download. It continued to grow. The essay was eventually published
as a proper book in 1994 under the title The Book on the Edge of Forever.
There followed, inevitably, a threatening letter from Harlan Ellison’s lawyers,
demanding the book be withdrawn. So much for freedom of speech, a subject
Ellison has often banged on piously about. But I think even his lawyers
realized they didn’t have a leg to stand on, and the problem was short-lived.
The following year the worldcon took place, here in Glasgow. I came along
to it, partly because I had a new novel out, The Prestige, and partly because,
once again, I was on the Hugo ballot. This time it was with a non-fiction
book called ... The Book on the Edge of Forever.
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The truth is that for me the material in the book had been around so long I
couldn’t imagine anyone being interested in it any more. I know that almost
anything PRO Ellison or ANTI Ellison will always be supported by lunatic
fringes. But it seemed to me that the general appeal of my book was limited
and that it wouldn’t have much interest for most people.
Perhaps that wasn’t true, though. A few months before the convention, a
number of people told me that a groundswell of support was developing, and
that the non-fiction Hugo category was going to be the hot ticket that year. I
was briefly flattered, until I heard the rest. The groundswell of support was
apparently not for me, but for a book of memoirs, published posthumously by
Isaac Asimov. As Dr Asimov’s readership is approximately a million times
bigger than mine, it seemed likely the winner of the non-fiction Hugo would
be a foregone conclusion. It turned out, though, that a lobbying campaign had
begun in favour of the Asimov memoirs. Perhaps I shouldn’t have been
surprised to learn that he of the unutterable name appeared to be leading this
campaign, exhorting all and sundry to do the right thing and Vote Asimov.
What could he have been thinking?
Well, the Hugo ceremony came along, and once again the award was given to
another book. It went, of course, to Isaac Asimov’s memoirs ... and
deservedly so. Once again, I donned a rueful face and consoled myself.
Later, I found I did have something to celebrate. It turned out that the voting
in that category had been close, and that there were only four final-round
votes between Asimov’s book and mine. Just as well, perhaps, that there had
been so much lobbying for him.
Better still, I discovered immediately after the worldcon that my friend with
the unutterable name had had a Plan B in case I did win. Two of my
professional colleagues had been recruited as his goons. The idea was that if
by some terrible misfortune I should win the Hugo, they were to dash up on
the platform and interrupt my acceptance speech by beating me up.
Of course, this time, joking apart, I can’t possibly name names. Not even by
accident in a moment. Incitement to assault is of course a criminal offence.
This year, you’ll be relieved to know, I am not up for another Hugo. In fact,
you couldn’t be more pleased than I am. I said at the beginning what a
terrifying prospect making this speech is, but I can assure you it has nothing
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on being at an awards ceremony, sitting in the audience, waiting for your
name to be read out. My sympathies therefore go out to the writers on the list
this year ... many of whom, as a lot of people have noted, are from the United
Kingdom.
I’m afraid my experience of the Hugo has always been in a secondary role, so
I’m not in much of a position to offer advice to the winners. All I can say is
that if you win, and should you spot, say, John-Henri Holmberg or Norman
Spinrad in the audience, keep your acceptance speech short.
(slurp)
In year 2000 I was at a conference of the fantastic in Venice. The final
presentation was by an Italian film critic, whose name I cannot divulge. In
fact, if I did you wouldn’t have heard of him. Also, he’d probably sue me for
what I’m about to say. He discoursed on the semiotics of SF films. In case
this sounds even remotely interesting, I should explain that his method was to
make obscure and Zen-like didactic statements illustrated by video clips. I
know that still sounds as if it has possibilities, so here’s a brief example.
He would say, with great seriousness, something like, “Science fiction IS.”
He would then show a three-minute clip of silent film, with a tree waving
gently in a breeze. Bob Sheckley, Gail Dana, Pat Cadigan and Geoff Ryman
were at the same conference. They will bear out the fact that I am not
exaggerating.
I got the idea pretty quickly, as did everyone else in the audience, but we
were of course trapped by politeness, and the refusal of our noses to bleed.
Enrico Ghezzi, for he is the one you’ve never heard of, droned on like this for
nearly two hours. Meanwhile, it was time to close the conference, and you
could see the organizers becoming increasingly anxious to get this madman
off the stage before their public liability insurance expired. Soon they were
desperate. Two of them went on to the stage and forced him to stop. As
Signor Ghezzi was carried vertically into the wings, he could be heard
yelling, “But I have eighteen more important things to say!”
Well, I have been talking quite a while, but I have two more important things
to say. I’ll keep them as brief as possible. Then I’ll finish.
(slurp)
The first is serious, and I raise it because this is the only moment in my career
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when I command what amounts to a world stage.
A few years ago I discovered that a young comics writer called James
Owsley had changed his name to mine. It was a deliberate act, and he knew
of my existence. The only reason he’s ever given in public for this irrational
act is his belief that the name “Christopher Priest” is cool. In fact, he said
“co-o-ol.” At first I thought it was a joke, then I thought it must be an error,
and then at last I thought it was time for me to do something. When I
contacted his publisher, an Owsley enthusiast called Brian Augustyn, I was
told that the decision was made. It wouldn’t now be reversed, and it was
“Chris”’s inalienable right to call himself anything he liked. I should, in fact,
praise the Lord for the good fortune of being born with such a co-o-ol name.
When I pointed out, with good reason, that the worlds of science fiction and
comics are perilously close to each other, and often confused with each other
in the minds of certain people, I was told that the sheer excellence of Chris’s
writing would permanently set him apart from everyone else. Including,
presumably, me.
Since then, “Chris” and I have been regularly and routinely muddled up with
each other. Enter my name in Amazon.com and you’ll see what I mean. A
search in Google, or any other search engine, produces the same result. I
often receive e-mails intended for him – I assume he often receives mine.
So without much effort this impostor has been not only irritating but
seriously annoying. For several years I tried to take a tolerant, amused line on
the problem, thinking that he’d get tired of the gag after a bit, but he shows
no sign of it. Now, twice in the last twelve months, I have heard comments
that publishers have had unpleasant experiences working with “Christopher
Priest” and don’t want to work with “me” again. So as well as him being
irritating and annoying, his professional incompetence is damaging me.
I’m not amused any more. My message is this. If you hear my name
mentioned in any context, please remember what I’ve said and ask yourself if
you’re sure which one of us it is. Beyond that, if anyone here has the least
influence on him, please use it.
I don’t bear him any ill-will. All I want him to do is change his name back.
He’s done it once, so there’s no great difficulty in doing it again. In fact, I
suggested this during my conversation with his publisher. I even proposed a
new by-line for him. I said, “Why doesn’t he call himself ... ‘Harlan
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Ellison’?”
Mr Augustyn said, “That’s not a co-o-ol name.”
(slurp)
We are getting near the end. Of course, the irony of this wretched business is
not lost on me. Many of my books are about identical twins, doubles, namechanges, doppelgängers, mistaken identity, separation, alternatives, parallels.
If any writer deserves to have an impostor it clearly should be me.
My most recent novel, The Separation, is typical. It deals with twins and
doubles, people who played ambivalent or diversionary roles during WW2.
One of them is probably the most famous protagonist of all from that war –
Winston Churchill, who appears in my novel as a character. While I was
writing the book I discovered that something had happened to him that was
intriguingly similar to James Owsley’s imposture of me. Early in his writing
career, Churchill learnt that there was an American novelist writing under the
same name. People were continually muddling them up. Just like I have
found, letters kept turning up at the wrong address. In Churchill’s case, the
problem was less aggravating than mine, because by innocent chance both
Winston Churchills had been born with the name. It was sorted out amicably
over dinner in New York. During that meal Churchill, the famous one, agreed
to modify his published name. This is why his subsequent books appeared
under the name “Winston S. Churchill.”
Similarities continue, because recently Owsley has taken to calling himself
“Christopher J. Priest”. Presumably he thinks that makes it all right. I wasn’t
consulted, I didn’t agree to it, and I certainly didn’t have dinner with him.
Twins and doubles seem to be everywhere, especially in a time of war. One
of the things that our masters, the politicians, get up to is to employ physical
doubles. These lookalikes have to stand in for them when the real man wants
to be somewhere else. Sometimes it’s dangerous. You may remember a novel
by Robert Heinlein called Double Star, based on that idea.
Reading about World War 2 I discovered that both Hitler and Stalin routinely
used doubles. Then I remembered that most of Churchill’s famous wartime
speeches were recorded by a voice double, the actor Norman Shelley. There
was another well-known case, in which an actor impersonated Field-Marshal
Montgomery in the weeks leading up to D-Day. All this goes on into the
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present day: Saddam Hussein is known to have used a dozen lookalikes ...
probably the twelve worst jobs in the world.
There is a crank conspiracy theory (the sort I love) about Rudolf Hess,
Hitler’s deputy. The theory was one of the early driving forces behind my
novel, although once I got stuck into it I found Hess took only a relatively
minor part in the story.
However, the theory is wonderful. It suggests that when Hess famously flew
to Scotland on his peace mission in 1941, it wasn’t him at all but an actor
who looked like him. A certain amount of evidence corroborates this
astonishing idea, and intriguingly it was reinforced by a cover-up by the
British government. In 1941 Churchill ordered the official files on Hess to be
closed for seventy years. They remain closed today, and won’t be opened for
another six years.
A second crank theory about Rudolf Hess suggests that the double was
himself replaced by another Hess lookalike, this one a Swiss agent who
worked for the British. After the Nuremberg war-crimes trial in 1946, he
loyally allowed himself to be thrown into prison for the rest of his life, a
mystery in itself which the theory doesn’t attempt to explain. The real Rudolf
Hess had allegedly come to Britain by a different route and started secret
negotiations for peace in 1941.
The more I delved into all this, the more I came to the conclusion that World
War 2 had probably been fought and led by doubles, lookalikes and
wannabees. Even our sacred royal family seems to have joined in. At least
their involvement would explain why the Hess files have been sealed for so
many years.
Our late king, George VI, was one of three brothers. Although the brothers
weren’t identical, they were close in age and they did bear a remarkable
physical resemblance to each other. They also had curiously similar names.
To start with, King George wasn’t called “George” at all. His real name was
Albert, and he was known to his family and friends as “Bertie”. Bertie, or
Albert, had three middle names, one of which was George.
Albert George became King George after the abdication of his older brother
Edward VIII. Edward, who looked just like his brother Albert, had seven
Christian names, and they included Edward, Albert and George.
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Albert George and Edward Albert George had a younger brother who also
looked just like them. His name was George and he also had the Christian
name Edward.
The interesting thing about this royal George Edward, the younger brother of
the two kings, is that he died in a plane crash. He was in a flying-boat that hit
a mountain in the Highlands of Scotland.
That alone is a mystery, since flying-boats rarely flew over land, let alone
through mountains. To this day secrecy surrounds the crash. One of the
possible reasons for the secrecy is an intriguing one. When the rescuers went
through the wreckage they found an extra body, someone who was not on
board when the plane first took off.
Evidence exists that this extra passenger was Rudolf Hess, whom the plane
had just allegedly picked up from a hideout next to a Scottish loch,
surrounded by awkwardly high mountains. Very embarrassing, if the German
Deputy Fuhrer was on the same plane as a member of the German-born
British royal family. Could this be why Churchill sealed the files until 2011?
It’s only two or three years since the death of the Queen Mother ... so
Churchill’s seventy years starts to look like a good estimate. The Queen
Mother was of course married to Albert George, Bertie, otherwise known as
George VI.
Of course, it might have been Hess’s double who was on the flying-boat. Or
it might even have been Hess’s double’s double.
And it might have been one of the other Georges ...
If you’re getting confused, welcome to my world.
I spent two productive years picking my way happily through this stuff, and
the result was The Separation. This is the novel that every publisher in New
York rose up with one voice to declare unpublishable, and which therefore is
more or less unknown outside Britain, France and Spain ... where it has been
on the scale of things a best-selling title. However, I’m pleased to say that a
hardcover is at last to appear in the US, from Old Earth Books, so if you have
any money left after paying your hotel bill, here’s your chance. Almost
nothing that I’ve just told you is in the novel, but was part of the background,
the wallpaper of the mind, while I was writing.
The book opens with Churchill’s discovery that one of his operational RAF
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bomber pilots appears to have a double life, negotiating peace with the Nazis.
The complications unravel from there.
(slurp)
I seem to have run out of important things to say. Before my friends
Holmberg and Spinrad run on to the platform to shut me up for good, let me
express my sincere appreciation to the convention for making me Guest of
Honour this year. It’s been a wonderful treat for me and the family, my wife
Leigh Kennedy and the kids, Simon and Elizabeth. I’m also grateful to you
for sitting still for so long, with only a few handkerchiefs in sight.
Thank you.
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Ansible 219, October 2005
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
http://ansible.co.uk . Fax 0705 080 1534. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X
(online). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Bill Rotsler. Available for SAE or the
nature of the struback.
Censored! In September, after at least 12 tranquil years, the Ansible archive
at Glasgow University was closed down by nervous university staff as a
result of menacing email. Although access has been restored except for one
“offending” issue, Ansible is moving to the former mirror site. Please change
your web links from www.dcs.gla.ac.uk/Ansible (or .../SF-Archives/Ansible)
to news.ansible.co.uk. I marvel at the spinelessness of the Glasgow
authorities who instantly panicked at a message with the alarming but neverexplained subject line “Violation”. Sent from the cosy anonymity of a
Hotmail account, this missive shows an erratic grasp of legal terminology
suggesting that whoever the actual author may be (the email is signed
“Timothy Donaldson, J.D., B.A. George Washington University Law
School”), he’s probably not a lawyer:
It is my estimation, after careful review, that David Langford did
willfully and with malice of forethought cause material and
economic harm to Robert Stanek through his online column. /
Given the opportunity to correct such without recourse, David
Langford chose a course of action that caused continuing material
and economic harm to Robert Stanek. / As a university, Glasgow
must uphold a higher standard or be held equally accountable and
liable. I respectfully request that you take immediate action to
remove the following pages from your site: [Here the Glasgow
URLs of Ansible 181 and Ansible 178 are given.] / As recompense,
I would further ask that you cease publication of Mr. Langford’s
work and remove all Ansible listings from your site ...
Me again. “Given the opportunity” is a lie; there was no prior complaint
about those issues. As for “malice” and “material and economic harm”, I’d
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better lay bare my wickedness by reprinting the first item from May 2002; the
August follow-up merely cited more examples.
Amazon Mystery. Authors of fantasies on sale at Amazon.com
have noticed a rash of oddly similar customer reviews that rubbish
their work and instead recommend, say, George R.R. Martin,
Robert Jordan, and Robert Stanek. The number of Big Name
commendations varies, but not the plug for self-published author
Robert Stanek. Who could possibly be posting these reviews (many
since removed by Amazon) under a variety of names? It is a
mystery, but Ansible is reminded of how Lionel Fanthorpe’s
pseudonymous sf would often mention those great classic masters
of the genre, Verne, Wells and Fanthorpe.
Speculations about who wrote or instigated the complaining email had better
be kept private. But I don’t think it was Lionel Fanthorpe.

Man In His Time
Brian Aldiss went to the movies on 3 September: “To the Odeon West End
in Leicester Square. We ate eggs benedict in the square before going in to
view the Marlin Film of Brothers of the Head. The cinema was packed. / Of
course I had been apprehensive; Toni Grisoni had warned me I might not like
the adaptation. In fact, it’s a splendid film, put over with immense conviction,
and executed in documentary style. Noisy, of course – lotsa rock’n’roll – but
well-characterised and brilliantly photographed – sometimes almost abstract.
The young brothers, whom I had met in Holt when filming last year, were
excellent. Shot mainly on the bleak North Norfolk coast, far from humanity. /
I call it ‘England’s First Surrealist Movie’.”
M. John Harrison’s Light (trans. Hannu Tervaharju, as Valo) won the
Tähtivaeltaja Award for best sf published in Finland in 2004. [TJ]
Kazuo Ishiguro’s clones-for-organs novel Never Let Me Go, the closest
thing to sf on the Booker Prize longlist, subsequently made it to the six-book
shortlist. The winner will be announced on 10 October.
Stephen King predictably drew the highest bid of $25,100 in an on-line
auction of Tuckerization opportunities: the winner gets to name a character in
King’s new novel Cell. Other participants familiar in genre circles were
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“Lemony Snicket” ($6,350), Peter Straub ($2,125), Jonathan Lethem
($2,025), and Karen Joy Fowler ($1,853.88). A second auction round features
Neil Gaiman, last seen trailing some way behind John Grisham. Proceeds go
to the First Amendment Project. (SFgate.com)
Ursula Le Guin is somewhat surprised by the physical description of an
ansible in Paul Park’s A Princess of Roumania, as quoted last issue: “I don’t
know where they get their ansibles from in Roumania, but the last model I’m
familiar with is more like a large pocket handkerchief with holograms and
sound effects. The Roumanian version sounds unnecessarily massive.” So
there.
Jonathan Lethem is one of this year’s 25 MacArthur Foundation fellows,
each to be encouraged in their work by a bounty of $500,000 spread over five
years. Certain snide fans suggested that getting out of sf was a smart move
for Mr Lethem; this wasn’t necessary, though, for our previous MacArthur
recipient Octavia Butler.
Larry Niven and Jerry Pournelle received Heinlein Awards for “lifetime
achievements for outstanding published work in hard science fiction or
technical writings inspiring the human exploration of space.” I could not
forbear from reverently murmuring that great line in Footfall: “Nuke ’em till
they glow, then shoot ’em in the dark.”
Chris Priest’s novel The Prestige is now in pre-production as a Nolan
brothers film, with photography to begin in January. Author soundbite:
“Interviewed at his luxury home on the south coast of England, Mr Priest
said, ‘Hic.’ Later he added, ‘Pass the Alka-Seltzer.’”
J.K. Rowling’s sales figures can still surprise us. According to a widelyreproduced AP report on H. Potter audio downloads, “Rowling’s fantasy
series, most recently ‘Harry Potter and Half-Blood Prince,’ has sold more
than 200 copies worldwide in print editions ...” [RC]
Rev. Graham Taylor of Shadowmancer fame spoke blasphemy to an
audience of Cornish schoolchildren, saying that Harry Potter was gay (and
Rowling’s villains were wimps). In fact the Potter line – “As for Harry Potter,
well, he’s not the only gay in the village” – was a droll allusion to a British
TV show that your editor does not watch. The kids apparently didn’t see it that
way, and became “excitable”; offended school staff told Taylor to make
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himself scarce. (CNN) [BB]
Ian Watson disported himself on a bed of nails at NewCon3 last weekend,
and was described as “enjoying it far too much”. [MP]

Conurbia
10 Oct • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Top floor, 6:30pm. With
Pat Cadigan, Jon Courtenay Grimwood, Cory Doctorow.
15-16 Oct • Octocon, Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth, Ireland. Unofficial start:
7pm Fri 14th in hotel bar. GoH Charles Stross. €30 reg, student €25, under18 €15, to Octocon, Basement Flat, 26 Longford Tce, Monkstown, Co.
Dublin. Sterling £20, £15, £10 to “Dave Lally #2 A/C”, 64 Richborne Tce,
London, SW8 1AX.
26 Oct • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm onward. With Marcial Souto and Ian Watson.
28-31 Oct • Cult TV 2005, Birmingham. Various guests. £99 reg, £49 child
(10-15). Contact PO Box 1701, Wolverhampton, WV4 4WT.
11-13 Nov • ArmadaCon 17, Novatel Plymouth. £30 reg. Contact 4
Gleneagle Avenue, Mannamead, Plymouth, PL3 5HL.
11-13 Nov • Novacon 35, Quality Hotel, Bentley, Walsall. £36 to 30 Oct;
£40 at door. Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
4-6 Aug 06 • MeCon 9, Queen’s Elms Centre, Malone Rd, Belfast. GoH:
Diane Duane, Peter Morwood, Ian McDonald, more TBA. £14/€21 to 31 Dec;
£5/€8 supp. Contact: 99 Malone Rd, Belfast, BT9 6SP
26-30 Apr 06 • Sci-Fi London film festival, Apollo West End cinema,
Regent Street, London, SW1. Further details TBA.
10-12 Aug 07 • Recombination (Unicon 21/British RPG con), New Hall,
Cambridge. Guests TBA. £20 reg until 1 Jan 06. Contact 155 Gilbert Road,
Cambridge, CB4 3PA.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Some coverage of Serenity: “Writer Brian Pendreigh
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suggests: ‘As a race, sci-fi fans make Klingons seem like regular, laid-back
guys, only better-looking and often with clearer complexions. History,
however, shows that Whedon’s appeal can stretch beyond the intergalactic
anorak and reach a much wider audience.’ [...] Actor Sean Maher, who plays
the ship’s doctor, admits that he was put off by the science-fiction tag when
he first heard about Firefly. ‘But now I feel like Firefly and Serenity are their
own genre. It’s not science-fiction so much as it’s about humanity and
characters and dynamics between people.’” (Scotland on Sunday, 25 Sep)
[PC]
• Another classic opening line: “Sometimes, when devoted fans of fantasy
and science-fiction entertainment – for economy’s sake, let’s just call them
geeks – get together ...” (NY Times, 2 Oct) The story, by Dave Itzkoff,
discusses a new TV sf series called Threshold which we shouldn’t call sf: “It’s
all played real and true, and it’s not played as science fiction,” says producer
David Heyman. “It’s played as science fact.” Why this diplomatic deception?
Itzkoff writes: “for a contemporary sci-fi series to find a place on a network’s
schedule, it can’t look too much like a sci-fi series.”
Thog’s Blurb Masterclass. Spotted on the back of Christopher Stasheff’s
The Warlock Enraged: “On the magical planet of Gramarye, science coexists
with witches and elves [...] and telepathy is the most common means of
transportation.” [SB]
R.I.P. Don Adams (1923-2005), US comedian remembered as the inept
Agent 86 in the 1960s TV spy-spoof series Get Smart, died on 25 September;
he was 82. In the 1990s he voiced the title role of the Inspector Gadget
cartoon. [BB]
• Tommy Bond (Thomas Ross Bond, 1926-2005), US actor who played
Jimmy Olsen in the first Superman film serial (1948) and its sequel, died on
24 September aged 79. [BB]
• Hamilton Camp (1934-2005), London-born actor who appeared in Star
Trek: Voyager and ST: Deep Space Nine, and voiced characters in many
sf/fantasy tv cartoons, died on 2 October; he was 70.
• Helen Cresswell (1934-2005), British author of more than 100 children’s
fantasies and comedies, died from cancer on 26 September; she was 71. Her
best known fantasies were Lizzie Dripping (1973, assembling stories written
for the BBC’s Jackanory) and the Bagthorpe Saga which began with
Ordinary Jack (1977) and became a 1981 TV series. [BB]
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• Richard E. Cunha (1922-2005), cult horror/sf director remembered for his
late-1950s films She Demons, Giant from the Unknown, Missile to the Moon
and Frankenstein’s Daughter, died on 18 September at age 83. [PDF]
• Robert Denver (1935-2005), US actor best known for playing the title role
in the much-repeated 1960s TV sitcom Gilligan’s Island, died on 2
September. He was 70. The series often wandered into fantasy dream
sequences, and the 1980s cartoon spinoff Gilligan’s Planet reworked its
castaway template as sf. [SG]
• Charles L. Harness (1915-2005), US patent attorney and much-loved sf
author, died on 20 September aged 89, following a lengthy illness. He wrote
several works of classic sense-of-wonder sf, notably his influential first novel
The Paradox Men (1953 as Flight into Yesterday), which moved Brian Aldiss
to coin the description ‘Widescreen Baroque’; the extraordinary art-versusscience melodrama ‘The Rose’ (1953); and the cosmologically audacious The
Ring of Ritornel (1968) – all personal favourites for which I’m still grateful.
[L]
• Jerry Juhl (1938-2005), US puppeteer and screenwriter who joined the Jim
Henson Company in 1961 and was chief writer for The Muppet Show, several
Muppet films, Fraggle Rock, etc., died on 26 September. (Some reports say
the 27th.) [SFS]
• Constance Moore (1920-2005), US actress and singer who co-starred with
Buster Crabbe in the 1939 Buck Rogers film serial, died on 16 September;
she was 85. [CH]
• Joe Nolan, long-time Belfast SF Group fan and con-goer, died on 27
September; he was in his nineties. He assisted James White with novel
research, and appears as ship-captain “Seosadn Ui Nuallain, or Joseph
Nolan” in JW’s The First Protector (2000). [ED]
Dan Patterson (1951-2005), American sf/aeronautical artist and fan, died on
13 September. (SFWA)
• Vladimir Volkoff (1932-2005), French author born of exiled Russian
parents, died on 13 September aged 72. Though best known for spy fiction,
he won the Jules Verne award for Metro Pour L’Enfer (‘Metro to Hell’,
1963) and returned to sf with two 1980s novels. [J-ML]
• Robert Wise (1914-2005), Hollywood director whose work covered many
genres, died on 14 September – four days after his 91st birthday. His sf,
fantasy and horror films included Curse of the Cat People (1944), The Body
Snatcher (1945), The Day the Earth Stood Still (1951), The Haunting (1963),
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The Andromeda Strain (1971), and Star Trek: The Motion Picture (1979).
[PT]
• LATE ENTRY: See Outraged Letters below.
British Fantasy Awards. NOVEL (August Derleth Award) Stephen King, The
Dark Tower VII: The Dark Tower. NOVELLA Christopher Fowler, Breath.
SHORT Paul Meloy, “Black Static” (The Third Alternative #40). COLLECTION
Stephen Gallagher, Out of His Mind. ANTHOLOGY Andrew Hook, ed., The
Alsiso Project. ARTIST Les Edwards. SMALL PRESS Elastic Press. SPECIAL (Karl
Edward Wagner Award) Nigel Kneale. [CM]
Fanfundery. TAFF candidates for the 2006 westbound race to LAcon are
Bridget Bradshaw, ½r Cruttenden, and Mike “Sparks” Rennie. (Fran Dowd
had intended to stand but withdrew for health reasons.)
As Others See Us II. From a review of Dan Simmons’s Olympos: “... After
epigraphs by Lucian, Conrad, and Shelley, we get quotations from Virgil,
Milton, Blake, Byron, Keats, Tennyson and Rupert Brooke. It’s easy to
understand why a science fiction writer might suffer from a literary
inferiority complex; but Simmons would seem less naked if he spent less
time nervously covering his ass – or if he acknowledged the real influences of
HG Wells, Robert Heinlein and Kurt Vonnegut, instead of manufacturing so
transparently bogus a literary lineage.” (Gary Taylor, Guardian, 10 Sep)
[CB]
• On the UK Amicus union leader Derek Simpson: “He certainly doesn’t
have the interests you would associate with an engineer and former member
of the Communist Party. He is a keen chess player, an avid Star Trek fan and
collects old comics and Rupert the Bear annuals.” (Clinton Manning, Daily
Mirror, 10 Sep) Our researcher Mat Coward agrees: “I know – that’s what’s
always put me off Trek fandom: all those Old Etonians and stuck-up debs.”
Random Fandom. Maureen Kincaid Speller is a Lib Dem candidate in the
13 Oct by-election for Harvey Central ward, Folkestone.
Publishers & Sinners. Beatrix Potter’s publisher Frederick Warne (a
Penguin subsidiary) succeeded in legal action against Chinese pirates whose
unauthorized translations used Potter’s own artwork. Most unusually, this
victory – subject to appeal – was achieved in a Chinese court against a stateowned Chinese publisher. (Independent, 11 Sep)
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Outraged Letters. Richard E. Geis is fascinated by “the Hugo situation.
Imagine, you and C. Brown tied at 26. It’s enough to make me go up into the
attic, uncover my time machine, and Go Back and revive SF Review ... with
the added tasks of murdering you and him in most foul ways. Maybe most
fowl ways – deaths by ten thousand pecks. But it’s too much trouble. Gee, I
just saved your life!”
• Jay Lake has the right spirit: “I believe that I speak for my co-author, Ruth
Nestvold, in saying that now that we have been Thogged in the recentmost
Ansible, both our careers have been completed. This is a climax achievement
which can never be bested, and I shall hang up my keyboard, shave my head
and go into seclusion in darkest Idaho forthwith.” No, no!
• Fred Smith belatedly reproves me for not mentioning the death of
fantasy/horror author Jane Rice (1913-2003). Sometimes, alas, no one tells
me.
As Others See Us III. Jay R. Ferguson, co-star of NBC’s sf series Surface,
sings a familiar song: it isn’t true science fiction. “To me, sci-fi is Star Trek
or Star Wars ... This is almost like something that could be real.” But as the
Sci Fi Wire report continues, he makes a deft comeback: “When describing
the show, Ferguson feels the term ‘speculative fiction’ is more appropriate
than science fiction. ‘To me, even as a sci-fi fan, speculative fiction sounds
so much more interesting.’” [TMcD]
• Janet Street-Porter exposes the true horror of UK education: “we make
school children read Dickens and Philip Pullman ...” (Independent, 15 Sep)
Yet More Awards. 2005 Delta Film Award for amateur films: The Kingdom
of Shadows, a fantasy directed by Ross Shepherd. [SG]
Small Press. Greg Pickersgill’s Interaction fan GoH book Can’t Get Off the
Island, collecting his fanwriting from over 35 years, costs £4 (UK post free)
from Claire Brialey, 59 Shirley Rd, Croydon, CR0 7ES. Overseas rates from
banana\at\fishlifter.demon.co.uk; proceeds to SFF.
• Tyrannosaurus Press of New Orleans was flooded and most of its stock
destroyed in the wake of Hurricane Katrina; but all staff are safe.
C.o.A. Adam Roberts, 30 Rosefield Rd, Staines, Middlesex, TW18 4NB.
John Jarrold, Top Flat, 117 All Saints St, Hastings, East Sussex, TN34 3BG
(send query letter before agency/book doctor submissions). Pam Wells, 5
Grove View, Clifton, York, YO30 6LF.
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Thog’s Masterclass. Hot and Cold Running Dept. “Jean-Claude’s sex ran
over my skin while the fear ran like ice through the rest of me.” (Laurell K.
Hamilton, Cerulean Sins, 2003) [TMcD]
• Beards Got Eyes Dept. “She saw him murmur to Jair, and saw the big red
beard turn in the lamplit dimness to stare almost incredulously at his leader.”
(C.L. Moore, “Judgment Night”, 1943) [PDF]
• Eyes Wide Shut Dept. “The eyes that stared directly at her across the
churchyard were closed, the face was pale and pasty in the faded moonlight.”
(Doctor Who: Grave Matter, Justin Richards, 2000) [LC]
• Unusual Psi Powers Dept. “Lucille Roman sat in a remote and lonely spot
and mentally chewed her fingernails ...” (George O. Smith, Fire In the
Heavens, 1958) [KMcA]
• “I shed mental tears, and I could see the same in Eve’s eyes as she looked
down at me.” (Otto Binder, “Adam Link’s Vengeance”, 1940) [KMcA]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 14 Oct: Peter F Hamilton talks to the Brum Group, Britannia
Hotel, New St, Birmingham. 7.45pm for 8pm. £3 members, £4 non-members.
• 4 Nov: Storm Constantine at the Brum Group, as above.
Random Links. Authors’ class action suit against Google, as uncritically
reported by SFWA:
http://www.sfwa.org/News/suesgoogle.htm
• Peter Beagle is reportedly a victim of injustice, though the details are
strangely unclear.
http://www.conlanpress.com/youcanhelp/
• End of the Solar System imminent – only the Weekly World News dares to
reveal all:
http://movies.yahoo.com/mv/news/wwn/20050912/112653720013.html
• New Scientist launches readers’ forum with stunningly innovative sf debate:
http://community.newscientist.com/
• The Serendip Foundation, which runs the Arthur C. Clarke Award, seeks
financial supporters who are offered varying degrees of glory:
http://www.serendipfoundation.com/
• The Scotsman struggles to thrill fantasy fans with a skim-the-referencebooks story that should be titled “Dead Inklings in Tepid Controversy” ...
http://news.scotsman.com/arts.cfm?id=1990652005
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• Trufen.net is having fun with Ansible’s phony legal threat:
http://trufen.net/sf/05/10/01/117241.shtml
Ansible 219 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2005. Thanks to Barbara Barrett,
Sandra Bond, Chaz Brenchley, Rich Coad, Paul Cockburn, Lawrence
Conquest, Paul Di Filippo, Eugene Doherty, Steve Green, Chip Hitchcock,
Toni Jerrman, Locus, Jean-Marc Lofficier, Kyle McAbee, Tim McDaniel,
Cheryl Morgan, Marion Pitman, SF Site, Paul Treadaway, and our Hero
Distributors: Rog Peyton (BGN), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan
Stewart (Thyme). 8 Oct 05.
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Ansible 219 Supplement
Convention Notes
Julian Headlong at the Fforde Ffestival
On the 17th of September I went to a Jasper Fforde convention.
It was held in Swindon, and was heavily promoted by the Toast Marketing
Board, Goliath Corporation, and the Swindon Tourist Authority (OK, that last
one doesn’t exist, it was actually the Swindon Council’s Commercial Office).
It was called the Fforde Ffestival (they just missed out on calling it the Fforde
Ffiesta) and was held at the Goddard Arms Hotel in Swindon.
It was awful.
I left after half a day and didn’t go back for the Audience Participation
Version Of Richard III (as done better at Paragon II – and I avoided it there
too), the karaoke fiction reading was bad enough. The Mayor of Swindon
was there, and looked totally at sea. There was a dealer’s room, of sorts, it
only had Jasper’s books tho’, and a copy of Nigel Slater’s “Toast”. Oh, they
also sold toast. In cellophane packets. And Dodos. The “con” was run by folk
who had never been to a convention, so they invented it from scratch. No
name tags, just the event tickets on a ribbon round your neck.
No separate dealer’s room – all the events were in the same space, and there
were seats for about half the attendees. They had croquet on the lawn, with a
beer tent and BBQ van (as seen in most dual-carriageway lay-bys), most
salubrious. Margaret [Austin], Martin [Easterbrook] and I went and had
Italian at one of our favourite ristorantes. What the con attendees had is
anyone’s guess. Martin and Margaret didn’t show up for the rest of the “con”.
I made one last effort and went on the open-topped bus tour of Swindon with
Chris Donaldson. This was the highlight of the con, and shows just how dire
the rest of it was. After this “event” I said to Chris “Bored now”, and we got
Paul Oldroyd to come and rescue us.
Apparently people came from the USA just to attend this “event”. I was
ashamed for my country. All those people who looked sort of like fans, but
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who had never been to proper convention – they thought this travesty was
what we meant when we spoke of cons.
They were conned.

Dave Hipple on NewCon3
(Northampton, 1-2 Oct)
NewCon 3 had a general theme of “Time” and was hosted in the
Northampton Guildhall, a grand building that conceivably could have
swamped the small size of the con (I couldn’t swear that there were more
than about 40 people there at any one time) but in fact it simply
accommodated it generously. Early on, we were introduced to the concept of
the “Jester of Time” as MC, an amiably bonkers individual in costume (and
for much of Sunday on stilts) who spent the weekend popping up all over the
place to keep things to the ragged remnants of their notional schedule, and
also presented his own “Bed of Nails” and magic show. Splendid chap.
Morning events in the vast Main Hall began with the welcoming ceremony,
which set the tone for a nicely informal weekend by starting rather late, and
which featured Ian Watson channelling HG Wells in order to introduce
Guests of Honour Jon Courtenay Grimwood, Liz Williams and the artist
Chris Baker, aka Fangorn (each of whom was the focus for a Main Hall event
over the two days). In mature and educational fashion, matters then turned to
the display of sword fighting with audience participation. At that stage I
retired to the first panel (on “The Best Time Related Book Of All”) in the
much more cosy Council Chamber. In the afternoon, panels there began with
a discussion to identify “The Birth of Science Fiction” (a cheery discussion,
even if the final compromise was altogether predictable), before the
moderately unusual “The Author as Torturer” (kind of a meditation on what
it is or isn’t ethical to do to your characters in the service of a story).
Fangorn’s talk and slideshow in the main hall rounded off the day’s genre
events enjoyably, leaving a two-hour break before the ceilidh. A mass outing
for curry seemed to put that event at unanticipated risk, due to the Royal
Bengal restaurant apparently having an idiosyncratic policy of not in fact
serving food to customers. The preferred behaviour seems to involve giving
the impression of taking orders, before, over a long period of time,
sporadically offering unusual options such as a sudden move to another table
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for no very obvious reason. Still, bit by bit the party gradually made its way
back to the Guildhall where there was definitely beer, including speciallyimported barrels of Old Speckled Hen. And I could swear that I heard music
and stomping from the hall, so everything seemed to be working out there as
well.
Incidentally, the programme for the weekend listed further events in the
Gaming Room. The Room certainly existed, but although I passed it
frequently en route from one of the main con rooms to the other I never
actually saw anyone in it. Who knows?
In healthy contrast to the almost entirely successful (and in context
admirable) regimentation of Worldcon, Sunday began with another amiable
demonstration of NewCon’s looseness: a few of us happily agreed to delay
the discussion on sf and fantasy gaming until such time as enough people to
resemble an actual panel might be present. Come that time proceedings were
again unassumingly informal yet productive, more a round table discussion
than anything else. This duly gave way to “The Process of Writing and
Publishing”, where again serious content insinuated itself amongst the
inevitable and entertaining horror stories. At the same time, the Main Hall
hosted what I gather was an impressive video presentation concerning
Virgin’s plans for commercial space flight. In the afternoon the convention
again thumbed its nose at piffling constraints such as plans and schedules,
spontaneously cancelling “Just an SF-ing Minute” on the (highly justifiable)
basis that it seemed more fun to see Ian Watson subjected to the bed of nails.
After that, as far as I could tell, the day drifted into a concerted and ultimately
successful attempt to finish off the real ale while discussing movies with
Fangorn. That said, I gained the impression that others made it to the
puppetry display and the Space Opera panel.
The project to destroy the beer paused (or at least slowed fractionally) for the
closing ceremony, which, given the modest size of the gathering in the first
place, was an admirably warm affair. It remained only to see off the last of
the Speckled Hen and repair to a local Chinese for... well... more drinking.
Actually there also remained the matter of finally getting a train home, but in
my case that was all ably administered by the friend who accompanied me.
Result, all round, then. Very much looking forward to the next one, and
congratulations are due to all of those involved in pulling together and
keeping on track a weekend so breezily flexible yet constantly engaging.
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Marion Pitman also remembers NewCon3
Ian Watson channelled HG Wells, as he so often does; Mr. Wells complained
at the end of the weekend that Mr. Watson had been putting alcohol into the
body while Mr. Wells was not in control of it.
The panel on The Author as Torturer gave one a worrying insight into several
of the guests’ minds.
I’m not sure if the best bit was Ian Watson on the bed of nails (enjoying it far
too much), Steve Cockayne’s ancestral puppet show, or the jester coping with
the back answers of the boy he picked out of the audience....
I have often wondered, do you get mercury out of Hg wells?
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Ansible 220, November 2005
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
http://ansible.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X
(online). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Bill Rotsler. Available for SAE or the
Ace of Nitwits.
Nothing New Under the Sun. What goes around in sf criticism, comes
around. In Slate’s analysis of the complete Star Wars cycle as “The greatest
postmodern art film ever”, critic Aidan Wasley probes “its secret, spiky
intellectual heart” (oh, please let him be joking), goes on about its knowing
postmodernism, and realizes in a blinding flash that “The Force is, in other
words, a metaphor for, or figuration of, the demands of narrative. The Force
is the power of plot.” Like David Bratman (who told me about the Slate
piece), I was irresistibly reminded of Nick Lowe’s 1986 Ansible essay “The
Well-Tempered Plot Device”, and its insight that realizing the Force is in fact
the Plot “... makes sudden and perfect sense of everything that happens in the
film. ‘The time has come, young man, for you to learn about the Plot.’” And
so on.

And Then There’ll Be Fireworks
Richard Calder’s taste in accessories received special mention in an
Guardian article celebrating the appearance of Interzone 200: “Some things,
however, appear impervious to change: gratifyingly SF writers today, it
seems, are content to look as geeky as ever they did in the 1980s. A
photograph of the lead interviewee, Richard Calder, in which the author is
captured bathed in red light and sporting glasses whose lenses could
windscreen an Austin Maxi, screams ‘here is a man who had his lunch money
pinched as a child’.” (Travis Elborough, 22 Oct)
Neil Gaiman quotes a (positive) review of Anansi Boys: “Joseph Campbell’s
Hero With a Thousand Faces garnered admirers (George Lucas being the
most famous) who started tapping into age-old plots rather than plowing new
narrative ground. [...] Science fiction and fantasy writers especially took to
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Campbell because he allowed them to see themselves not as dime-store hacks
but as working in the tradition of the Viking sagas and Beowulf.” (Houston
Chronicle, 31 October)
Simon R. Green wishes to make our flesh creep: “In my current novel
there’s a character who is a water elemental, and an assassin. Just guess what
they call her. The Liquidator.”
Paul Park responds to Ursula Le Guin’s Ansible 219 comment on the retrotech ansible appearing in his A Princess of Roumania: “Ms. Le Guin is of
course correct. The Roumanian ansible is a primitive prototype, as can be
demonstrated by its limited range: it is barely powerful enough to contact
ghosts in the land of the dead, and other imminent locations. The immensities
of space-time are another matter entirely. As for its mass – again, most of that
is merely decorative. The Roumanian engineer who worked on the project,
‘Hank’ Curlicu, later consulted for the Ford motor company’s department of
chassis design.” Now we know.
Terry Pratchett revealed (in a 12 October Guardian feature) thirteen objects
of special personal importance to him – including his wheeled Luggage,
Brewer’s Dictionary of Phrase and Fable, a computer with four separate
monitors, his 2004 Carnegie Medal, and “Bob, my robot, which does all the
cleaning in my office.”
Anne Rice returns, still writing about immortal supernatural beings but with
a certain change of emphasis: her new one is “a novel about the 7-year-old
Jesus, narrated by Christ himself. ‘I promised,’ she says, ‘that from now on I
would write only for the Lord.’” Newsweek (MSBNC.com) headlines this as
“her most daring book yet” – though the Rice approach looks safely devout,
and there seems little chance that the infant Christ will radiantly sink his teeth
into deserving throats.
Geoff Ryman’s sf novel Air won the 2005 Sunburst Award for best
Canadian fantastic literature.

Confray
11-13 Nov • ArmadaCon 17, Novatel Plymouth. £30 reg. Contact 4
Gleneagle Avenue, Mannamead, Plymouth, PL3 5HL.
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11-13 Nov • Novacon 35, Quality Hotel, Bentley, Walsall. Now £40 at the
door. Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
14 Nov • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Top floor, 7pm (not
6:30). With Pat Cadigan, Justina Robson, Farah Mendlesohn. The final
Borders event of 2005; the next should be in February 2006.
23 Nov • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm onward; admission free. With Adam Roberts.
2 Dec • British Fantasy Society Christmas open night, Devereux pub, East
St, off the Strand, London. 6.30pm onwards. All welcome.
3-4 Dec • Discworld Beer Festival, Maddocks Sports Pavilion, Wincanton
Sports Ground, Moor Lane, Wincanton, Somerset. 11am-11pm Sat, 11am10:30pm Sun. £5 reg. Contact 0709 226 4571.
21 Dec • no BSFA meeting in December; resumes in January.
22 Dec • London Circle Christmas extra meeting, Walkers of Holborn, 9
Norwich St ... TBC in our December issue, I hope.
24-26 Feb 06 • Distraction 2006 (small sf/fun), Chequers Hotel, Newbury.
£30 reg. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
14-17 Apr 06 • Concussion (Eastercon), Glasgow Moat House Hotel. £50
reg; supp/concessions £25; ages 12-18 £15; 5-11 £5; 0-4 free. Contact 23
Ranelagh Rd, Bruce Grove, London, N17 6XY.
2 Sep 06 • Iain Banks Academic Conference, University of Westminster,
London. More TBA; this is at the call-for-papers stage.
Rumblings • Novacon (www.novacon.org) was not best pleased to find a
cybersquatter trading on this long-running convention’s reputation with
assorted sf ads and links at www.novacon.org.uk.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Ian Rankin grumbles that crime fiction is underrated and
excluded from major literary awards – but of course things could be worse.
“We don’t get as raw a deal as science fiction writers. Science fiction is
dealing with some of the biggest ideas – where we are going to go as a race –
but for some reason it’s not taken seriously.” (Times, 14 October) Hey,
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someone actually noticed!
R.I.P. Teisho (aka Sadamasa) Arikawa (1925-2005), Japanese special effects
director and cinematographer who worked on the original 1954
Gojira/Godzilla film and several sequels, died on 22 September 22 aged 80.
Other credits include Destroy All Monsters and Frankenstein Conquers the
World. [RS]
• Lloyd Bochner (1924-2005), US actor best known for his part in the 1962
Twilight Zone adaptation of Damon Knight’s “To Serve Man”, died on 29
October aged 81. Other TV work included Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea,
Bewitched, The Bionic Woman, The Amazing Spider-Man, Battlestar:
Galactica, the feature-length Manimal pilot, Superboy, and the 1992-4
animated Batman. Films included: The Dunwich Horror (1970), Millennium
(1989), Legend of the Mummy (1997) and the animated Batman: Vengeance
(2001). [SG]
• Alastair Graham Walter Cameron (1925-2005), distinguished Canadianborn astrophysicist known in the field as Big Al, died on 3 October. Guy
Consolmagno writes: “His many accomplishments in astrophysics include
pioneering work in the theoretical understanding of nucleosynthesis; the
formation of the solar system in a turbulent solar nebula; and the formation of
the Moon by a giant impact of a large planetesimal into the accreting Earth –
a theory regarded as science-fictional when he first proposed it in the 1970s
but which is now widely accepted. / He was also a great fan of fantasy and
science fiction. Active in Canadian fandom in the late 1940s and early 50s,
most notably he developed a Fantasy Classification System published by the
Canadian Science Fiction Association in 1952. When I worked as a postdoc
for him in the late 1970s, I learned from his wife that he was still an avid fan
of the Doc Smith Lensmen novels, which he would re-read regularly!”
• Elmer Dresslar, US entertainer who was the voice of the Jolly Green Giant
in the famous TV ads (homaged in Bored of the Rings), died at the age of 80
on 23 October. [BB]
• Sig Frohlich (1908-2005), US bit-part actor remembered for his role as the
leading – and last surviving – winged monkey in The Wizard of Oz (1939),
died on 30 September; he was 97. (Daily Telegraph) [BT]
• Dénis Lindbohm (1927-2005), Swedish fan and sf author whose first story
(of more than a hundred) was published in 1945, died on 24 October; he had
suffered from cancer for several years. He was 78. John-Henri Holmberg
writes: “Dénis was a founder of Swedish fandom and one of its most
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important members, writers, humorists, and publishers. He was a talented
author, a stimulating and intelligent writer, a staunch friend and a wonderful,
warm, demanding and giving person. There is no one to take his place in
Swedish science fiction or in Swedish fandom.”
• Louis Nye (1913-2005), US actor/comedian who played horror host Zombo
in the 1960s The Munsters, died on 9 October aged 92. He was the Carpenter
in the 1985 TV Alice and voiced cartoon roles in Inspector Gadget. [JHB]
• Keith Parkinson (1958-2005), Chesley Award-winning US fantasy artist
and game designer, died from leukaemia on 26 October, four days after his
47th birthday. (SFWA)
• Michael Piller (1948-2005), American TV writer/producer praised for his
work on Star Trek: The Next Generation, died from cancer on 1 November;
he was 57.
• Charles Rocket (1949-2005, real surname Claverie), US actor/comedian
seen in Max Headroom, Earth Girls Are Easy and other genre TV and film
productions, was found dead on 7 October – apparently suicide by throatcutting. He was 56. [SFS]
• Mary Wimbush, UK actress, died on 31 October aged 81; she collapsed at
the Birmingham BBC studios after recording an instalment of The Archers.
Genre work included the psychodrama Fragment of Fear (1970) and
Hammer’s Vampire Circus (1972); in TV, the Who spinoff K-9 and Company
(1981) and Century Falls (1993). [SG]
Thog’s Blurb Masterclass, or how to praise particularly massive books: a
back cover quote from A.A. Attanasio warns that “Ricardo Pinto’s The
Chosen strikes the reader with great force.” [JB]
Publishers & Sinners. Ben Ball, Simon & Schuster UK editor, is leaving to
become publisher at Penguin Australia. Martin Sketchley grumbles that he’ll
soon be on his fourth S&S editor, with only two titles published.... Also
leaving S&S is Tim Binding, who like Ball worked with the former
“Earthlight SF” authors (said to be unhappy about these departures).
SF Is Everywhere. A sighting by Dan Kimmel: “On the US broadcast of
Boston Legal on Oct 11 came an expected SF reference. William Shatner
plays the egotistical partner of the law firm. James Spader, playing the lead
attorney, was worried about wild salmon being wiped out by lice brought in
by farmed salmon. ‘They call them cling-ons,’ he tells Shatner. ‘Klingons?’ a
startled Shatner replies.” As well he might.
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BBC Stuff. Radio 4 plans a three-part documentary on British sf writing, to
be broadcast next summer. UK authors are already fighting for places in the
queue to be interviewed in, provisionally, Spring 2006.
• BBC2’s double Mastermind (1 Nov) featured specialists in Iain Banks and
Sir Arthur. Ian Covell writes: “The Banks questions were hard (and sounded
ludicrous) but the contestant didn’t pass on one ... and went on to win. / The
Clarke questions began with ‘Which was Clarke’s first novel, first published
in Startling Stories in 1948?’ He got it wrong.”
Fanfundery. TAFF: the ballot for the 2006 westbound race to LAcon was at
last released on 12 Oct. Candidates, as predicted, are Bridget Bradshaw, ½r
Cruttenden, and Mike “Sparks” Rennie. Voting deadline is 27 May 2006;
ballots are available from the usual sources.
As Others See Us II. David Honigmann on “Guilty Pleasures of SecondRate Art” (Financial Times, 19 October): “The essence of a guilty pleasure is
that it is something you know to be flawed but love anyway. My list would
include the Corrs, Vaughan Williams, immense quantities of science fiction,
A Matter of Life and Death, and Stanley Spencer.” [MMW] Perhaps modest
quantities of science fiction are OK.
• An article on campaigns to save cancelled tv shows implies that some of
these are rather more equal than others: “But if sci-fi shows are more likely to
attract fans with too much time and not enough social skills, more surprising
are those not wanting closure or validation, but fighting for (whisper it)
quality TV.” (Stuart McGurk, Guardian Guide, 22 Oct) [TK]
Clarion, the long-running US workshop for beginning sf writers, returns to
Michigan State U in 2006 “despite rumours to the contrary”. A new, nonprofit Clarion Foundation now handles the administration.
Editorial. Oh gosh, I thought, what have I done to enrage Savoy Books into
sending me email with the subject line FOAD? Nervously I opened the
message of doom, to find Michael Butterworth asking: “Did you get your
review copy of Fuck Off And Die (the sequel to Adventures of Meng & Ecker)
...?” Now that should be fun to order in bookshops.
Outraged Letters. Steve Green on the Dark Side furore (see A215, A217):
“The latest Dark Side contains the following editorial note from Allan Bryce:
‘As many of you may be aware, we had a few problems recently regarding
material published that turned out to have been “cribbed” from internet
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sources. We’ve taken steps to ensure that this doesn’t happen again, and of
course would like to apologise to any writers whose material has been
published in error – although our investigations did reveal the disturbing fact
that many of the so-called “ripped off” reviews can be found on a number of
different sites under a number of different names ... showing that there’s
plenty of this sort of thing going on among the netheads!’ • Translation: ‘We
apologise for breaking into your home, but have since discovered you’ve
been broken into before, so I guess we’re not guilty after all.’”
• John-Henri Holmberg footnotes his D. Lindbohm obituary: “[A] major
reason why Dénis was never known more than by rumor to fandom outside of
Scandinavia was that when he went to school, the first and obligatory foreign
language taught to Swedes was German, not English (hedging their bets, the
Swedish department of education waited until the Fall term, 1944, to switch
to English); his English was shaky at best, and he never felt comfortable even
reading in English, much less writing.”
• The Hotmail Abuse Team had the last word on that harassing email (see
A219) which caused the Glasgow University authorities to impersonate
headless chickens. Microsoft is made of sterner stuff: “I have closed the
account you reported (timdonaldsonjd@hotmail.com) in accordance with the
Hotmail Terms of Use (TOU). It is a strict violation of the TOU for our
members to send objectionable material of any kind or nature using our
service.”
Yet More Awards. Doctor Who won three of the British National TV
Awards presented in the Albert Hall on 25 October: most popular drama,
actor and actress. (BBC News)
• The 2005 Ig Nobel Prizes include a splendid sf highlight, the Peace award
presented “for electrically monitoring the activity of a brain cell in a locust
while that locust was watching selected highlights from the movie Star
Wars.”
As Others See Ms Atwood. An entry for the Guardian review-a-novel
competition tackles Oryx & Crake: “This is a journey book which
exemplifies the best of science fiction, not as a plot less [plotless?] technical
specification or sex in zero gravity, but a sometimes brutal and excoriating
tale of what the future may be.” (Chris la Hatte) So long as there are no
talking squid having sex in zero gravity ... [KMcV]
Vox Pop. One can get into trouble (see, again, A219) through speculating on
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the provenance of fulsome reviews posted by legions of fans who with
mysterious synchronicity open Amazon.com accounts solely to praise one
common focus of adoration. But let’s risk it: Joe McNally sends another
instance, involving the DVD of the non-Spielberg War of the Worlds film
from Pendragon Pictures. This, according to Joe, is pretty awful; Thog likes
the notion of “the narrator and his brother being played by the same actor,
with and without highly mobile stick-on tache respectively,” not to mention a
certain lack of plausible UK research: “St John’s Wood is shown as AN
ACTUAL WOOD.” Apparently, though, the DVD has its fans. On its Amazon
page, “a cycle seems to have developed whereby a stinking review appears,
but is then followed within a day by just enough incredibly positive reviews
to knock it off the front page for the title – all of them, pretty much without
exception, written by first-time, pseudonymous reviewers, all of whom think
it’s among the best films they’ve ever seen, for reasons which occasionally
defy comprehension. You can check out the fun for yourself, if you’re
minded ...” See the Amazon.com page here: 648 reviews, and counting!
The Dead Past: Prediction Corner. Words of wisdom from Brian
Stableford in 1989: “Very few new British writers have managed to establish
themselves within the last ten years, but the next ten years will be different.
The bandwagon is rolling, and anyone who is good enough, and prepared to
put in the requisite work, ought to be able to jump aboard.” (The Way to
Write Science Fiction, 1989) [FM]
C.o.A. Peter Coleborn & Jan Edwards (temporary, valid for up to six
months), 25 Waterhouse Road, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire, ST5
9LB. Damien Warman & Juliette Woods, 173 Portrush Road, Maylands, SA
5069, Australia.
Thog’s Masterclass. Words Fail Dept. “Flast broadcast the nonverbal
equivalent of a shrug.” (Geodesica: Ascent, Sean Williams & Shane Dix,
2005) [MC]
• Sound of Silence Dept. “... number three [thug] leaned against the wall near
the window, the automatic in his hand filling the room with a silent buzz.”
(Richard Stark [Donald E. Westlake], The Black Ice Score, 1965) [TMcD]
• Heavy/Light Water Dept, or Squid vs Archimedes. “The main body of the
thing is sort of an inverted cup, like a half-inflated bladder, surrounded by a
great ring of bone and muscle that anchors these tentacles. The bladder fills
and empties with water to enable the creature to rise to the surface, or
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descend far below – the submarine principle. By itself it doesn’t weigh much,
although it is amazingly strong. What it does, it empties its bladder to rise to
the surface, grabs hold, and then begins to fill again.” (George R.R. Martin,
“Guardians” in Tuf Voyaging, 1986) [TMcD]
• Dept of Born Politicians. “Untruth was a violin which he played like a
Paganini of bunkum.” (Marlon Brando and Donald Cammell, Fan-Tan, 2005)
[MMW]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 4 Nov: Storm Constantine talks to the Brum Group, Britannia
Hotel, New St, Birmingham. 7.45pm for 8pm. £3 members, £4 non-members.
Coming BSFG events: 2 Dec, Xmas Social at Selly Park Tavern (advance
booking required); 13 Jan, AGM; 10 Feb, Ian R. MacLeod; 10 Mar, Brian
Stableford.
Random Links. Which of us wouldn’t want a Squid Bear for Christmas?
http://www.theoland.com/pages/Bears_Sculpture_Series/BearSculpture_Squid.htm
• Hallowe’en reading from Edgar Allan Seuss:
http://www.fal.net/html/horrton.html
• That 2006 TAFF ballot:
http://taff.org.uk/ballots/taff2006.html
http://home.comcast.net/~vmgonzalez247/taff2006/taff2006wb.pdf
• George Takei uncloseted (note the restraint with which we avoid the tabloid
formula “beams out of space closet”):
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/P/PEOPLE_GEORGE_TAKEI?
SITE=NJBRI&SECTION=HOME
• Want to design the 2006 Hugo base?
http://www.laconiv.org/2006/hugos/hugobases.htm
• Space research finally catches up with the awful warning about mixed-sex
Mars crews in Stranger in a Strange Land (1961). [From David K.M. Klaus]
http://www.newscientistspace.com/article.ns?id=dn8195
• $cientology is throwing its weight around again, with legal heavies claiming
that this satirical New Zealand site is a wicked infringement of something or
other ...
http://www.scienTOMogy.info/
• Nova Awards. The committee apparently forgot to send voting forms with
the final Novacon PR: for those not going to the convention, the electronic
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voting deadline is 5 November.
http://efanzines.com/Nova/Nova2005.htm
• Patent Your Lousy SF Plot Now (or, US patent office has attack of delirium
tremens):
http://www.emediawire.com/releases/2005/11/emw303435.htm
Stop Press. Since this Ansible was printed ... Michael Coney (1932-2005),
British-born sf author long resident in Canada, died from cancer on 4
November. After diagnosis this year, he made various unpublished works
(including the sequel to Hello Summer, Goodbye, perhaps his best novel)
available on his website: http://members.shaw.ca/mconey/
Ansible 220 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2005. Thanks to Barbara Barrett,
John Bell, James H. Burns, Mat Coward, Steve Green, Tony Keen, Tim
McDaniel, Kev McVeigh, Farah Mendlesohn, SF Site, Robert Sneddon,
Bruce Townley, Martin Morse Wooster and our Hero Distributors: Rog
Peyton (BGN), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme). 3 Nov
05.
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http://ansible.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X
(online). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Bill Rotsler. Available for SAE or
CASS-9 computer systems.
More London Upheaval. Another glitch for the First Thursday pub
meetings: Walkers of Holborn was sold in mid-November and promptly
closed to be refurbished as a wine bar. Thus the 1 December meeting was in
the nearby Melton Mowbray (18 Holborn), which is to become the regular
venue in 2006 – but check news.ansible.co.uk/london.html for updates.
Because the new pub is already booked for 22 December, the special Xmas
meeting will be in the Goose (4 Leather Lane; formerly the Sir Christopher
Hatton). [PT] Seasonal good wishes to you all!

Nothing But Gingerbread Left
Iain Banks had a letter in New Scientist: “Symbolically, reason has already
triumphed in the debate over intelligent design. The faith-based side has
shifted from using the term ‘creationism’ to using ‘intelligent design’. So
their argument has ... evolved.” [GW]
Stephen Baxter was the first to receive the Oxford University SF Group
award for “best Speculative Fiction novel published in paperback in the
preceding academic year”. In fact he was slightly bemused to learn in late
November that “Coalescent actually won last May, but the person who was
supposed to e-mail you at the time and invite you to Oxford never got round
to it.” That sounds like the OUSFG I remember.
Raymond Briggs and Posy Simmonds became, this year, the first graphic
novelists admitted to the fearfully stuffy Royal Society of Literature; they are
jointly designing the next RSL magazine cover.
Arthur C. Clarke received the Sri Lankan government’s highest civilian
honour, the Sri Lankabhimanya award, presented on 14 November for “his
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contributions to science and technology and his commitment to his adopted
country.” (Reuters)
Robert Conquest was one of 14 recipients of the US Presidential Medal of
Freedom on 9 November – not for his science fiction, nor for co-editing the
Spectrum anthologies with Kingsley Amis, nor even for his unbelievably
filthy verse sequel to “Eskimo Nell”, but for the detailed exposé of Soviet
atrocities in The Great Terror and other historical works. In genre circles, his
most quoted saying must be the Spectrum epigraph so often echoed in these
pages: “SF’s no good,” they bellow till we’re deaf. / “But this looks good.” –
“Well then, it’s not SF.”
Ellen Datlow’s on-line sf magazine SCI FICTION will be discontinued at the
end of 2005 – a poor reward for her double Hugo win as best editor of the
best website. Scifi.com explains this move as part of a master plan to “expand
with exciting new ventures.” All sympathy to Ellen....
Harlan Ellison & William F. Nolan will respectively become an SFWA
Grand Master and an Author Emeritus at the Nebulas next May.
Farah Mendlesohn is to end her six-year editorship of Foundation with
issue 100 in 2007. All her remaining issues are full; further letters and articles
should go to the new editor Graham Sleight (gmail.com address
“Foundation.sf”). Who adds: “I was hoping that being Mr Foundation simply
entailed appearing as a hologram every thousand years to tell folk where they
were going wrong. But apparently not ...”
Terry Pratchett savours another public accolade: “On Sunday AM on BBC1
yesterday Andrew Marr was kind enough to describe me as ‘following in the
tradition of Philip Pullman and JK Rowling.’ And a fine tradition it is.” (28
November)
Christopher Priest won the French Grand Prix de l’Imaginaire (best foreign
novel category) for The Separation. The awards were presented at the
Utopiales festival in Nantes on 11 November.

Congrue
21 Dec • no BSFA meeting in December; meetings resume in January.
22 Dec • London Circle Xmas meeting at the Goose – see above.
642

5 Jan 06 • London Circle now in the Melton Mowbray.
24-26 Feb 06 • Distraction 2006 (small sf/fun), Chequers Hotel, Newbury.
£30 reg. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
11-12 Mar 06 • P-Con III, Ashling Hotel, Dublin. €25 reg; €15 supp. Contact
Yellow Brick Rd, 8 Bachelors Walk, Dublin 1, Ireland.
14-17 Apr 06 • Concussion (Eastercon), Glasgow Moat House Hotel. Now
£55 reg; supp/concessions £27.50; ages 12-18 £15; 5-11 £5; 0-4 free. Contact
23 Ranelagh Rd, Bruce Grove, London, N17 6XY.
26 Apr 06 • The Arthur C. Clarke Award has again found a new home: in
the Apollo West End Cinema, as the opening item of ...
26-30 Apr 06 • Sci-Fi London film festival, Apollo West End cinema,
Regent Street, London, SW1. Further details TBA.
20-23 Oct 06 • Cult TV 2006, Great Yarmouth. Details TBA. Contact PO Box
1701, Wolverhampton, WV4 4WT; 0700 4 2858 88.
Rumblings • Convivial 2 is a planned 2007 “Glasgow fun convention”,
perhaps on the May bank holiday weekend; hotel enquiries continue. • Year
of the Teledu, also 2007, is to be “an amazing DIY fun convention” in the
tradition of Year of the Wombat. James Bacon (for it is he) explains: “it’s a
stinky badgery ting.” And I’d thought it must be some kind of Welsh
television convention. • Orbital is a bid for the 2008 Eastercon. Details
(rather few as yet) at www.orbital2008.org.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. An Observer bioscience article’s opening sentence works
hard to chill the blood: “It is a prospect worthy of a science fiction B-movie:
male couples, women past the menopause, infertile couples and even celibate
clergy producing their own children.” (13 Nov) Presumably the reporters saw
a range of Thog-rated sf films that the rest of us missed: Attack of the
Fertilitoids, perhaps, or the epically tacky struggle against alien oppressors in
Ed Wood’s Planned Parenthood from Outer Space.
• Nowadays even Supreme Court nominees attract sf comparisons: “On the
other hand, [Judge] Alito has the disadvantage of following John Roberts,
who was just as smart but carried himself like a big man on campus: athletic
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build, quick humor, and good looks. Compared with Roberts, Alito looks as
if he were in town for a Star Trek convention.” (Dana Milbank, Washington
Post, 3 Nov) [MMW]
World Fantasy Awards presented at the World Fantasy Con on 6
November: LIFE ACHIEVEMENT Tom Doherty; Carol Emshwiller. NOVEL
Susanna Clarke, Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell. NOVELLA Michael Shea,
“The Growlimb” (F&SF 1/04). SHORT Margo Lanagan “Singing My Sister
Down”, (Black Juice). ANTHOLOGY (tie) Barbara & Christopher Roden, eds.,
Acquainted With The Night, Sheree R. Thomas, ed., Dark Matter: Reading
The Bones. COLLECTION Margo Lanagan, Black Juice. ARTIST John Picacio.
SPECIAL AWARD, PROFESSIONAL S.T. Joshi for scholarship. SPECIAL, NONPROFESSIONAL Robert Morgan for Sarob Press.
R.I.P. Moustapha Akkad (1935-2005), Syrian-born executive producer of
Halloween (1978) and its seven sequels, died as a result of the 9 November
suicide bombings in Jordan.
• David Austin (1935-2005), UK cartoonist who often made wry,
knowledgable use of scientific and sf themes (I first met his work in New
Scientist), died on 19 November at the age of 70.
• Michael G. Coney (1932-2005), British-born sf author long resident in
Canada, died from cancer on 4 November. After his diagnosis this year, he
made various unpublished works (including the sequel to Hello Summer,
Goodbye, perhaps his best novel) freely available on his website
(members.shaw.ca/mconey/). A talented, quirky and underrated author, he
never had quite the success he deserved – apart from his 1977 BSFA Award
for Brontomek! – and does not seem to have been published in book form
since 1989. [Later: this wasn’t intended to include reissues, but even so is not
quite correct when non-sf and translations of otherwise unpublished work are
counted. Update next issue.]
• Pamela Duncan (1932-2005), US actress who played the female leads in
Roger Corman’s 1957 B-movies Attack of the Crab Monsters and The
Undead, died on 11 November. She was 72.
• John Fowles (1926-2005), celebrated UK novelist best known for The
Collector (1963), The Magus (1965) and The French Lieutenant’s Woman
(1969), died on 5 November after long illness. He was 79. His novels often
touch on genre themes: paranoid-fantasy godgames in The Magus, eroticcomic grappling with a literal Muse in Mantissa (1982), and the unashamedly
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sf conceit at the core of the historical labyrinth in A Maggot (1985). A
genuinely great writer.
• John Hollis (1931-2005), UK actor best remembered as the bald villain
Kaufman in the 1960s TV series A For Andromeda and The Andromeda
Breakthrough, died after long illness on 18 October; he was 74. Other genre
appearances include three Superman films, The Empire Strikes Back and the
TV Day of the Triffids. [JL]
• Dan Hooker (1950-2005), US writer and literary agent who represented
A.E. van Vogt and other sf authors, died on 24 November aged 54. [SFWA]
• Pat Morita (1932-2005), US actor who was in such TV series as The Outer
Limits (1990s version), Space Rangers, and The Incredible Hulk, died on 24
November; he was 73. [SJD] Gary Wilkinson adds: “Most famous for Mr
Miyagi in The Karate Kid (and numerous sequels and spinoffs); he also did a
load of sf/kung-fu/horror crossover nonsense.”
• Gary S. Potter (1959-2005), US horror fan and reviewer whose fanzine was
The Point Beyond (from 1989) and who co-published the story chapbook
Voyages into Darkness by Stephen Laws & Mark Morris, died unexpectedly
on 13 February aged 46. [SG]
• Wolf Rilla (1920-2005), German-born film director who scripted and
directed Wyndham’s The Midwich Cuckoos as Village of the Damned (1960),
died on 19 October aged 85. He once said: “I’ve made 27 films and this is the
only one people remember.” [JL]
• Wendie Jo Sperber (1958-2005), US actress who played the hero’s sister in
Back to the Future I and III, had long been ill with breast cancer and died on
29 November. She was 47. [CH]
• Harold Stone (1913-2005), US actor whose films included The Man With XRay Eyes (1963) and who guest-starred in several genre TV series, died on 18
November; he was 92. [SJD]
As Others See Us II. The Wired events calendar for December sums up the
long-running Philcon: “This sci-fi fantasy extravaganza in Philly offers Filk
music sing-alongs and adults-only role playing. It’s enough to make Rod
Serling roll in his grave.” [MMW]
Random Fandom. David V. Barrett is recovering from a successful – but in
its aftermath, very painful – lung operation performed on 22 November:
Leander Ward, London Chest Hospital, Bonner Rd, London, E2 9JX.
• Steve Green grumbles that the novacon.org.uk cybersquatter site (see A220)
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includes a fraudulent page description: “‘The Sci-Fi science fiction fan
meeting, held nationally – join us!’ There is, of course, no mechanism for
joining Novacon at this site.”
• Tony “Blindpew” Smith’s old sidekick has found a home: “It is now
official, Faldo retires to Tim and Marcia Illingworth on 1 December. Rebel,
my new black Labrador Guide Dog in training, will arrive on 2 December to
get used to me before starting training on the 5th (in other words mental and
physical torture having to learn new commands new dog etc.)....”
• Peter Sullivan is now Official Editor of e-APA, “the electronic APA that
uses Adobe Acrobat PDF files rather than that old-fashioned ‘paper’ stuff”:
www.efanzines.com/eapa.
International Horror Guild awards, 3 November: NOVEL Ramsey Campbell,
The Overnight. FIRST NOVEL John Harwood, The Ghost Writer. LONG FICTION
Lucius Shepard, Viator. MID-LENGTH Daniel Abraham, “Flat Diane” (F&SF
10/04). SHORT Don Tumasonis, “A Pace of Change” (Acquainted With the
Night). COLLECTION Brian Evenson, The Wavering Knife. ANTHOLOGY Barbara
& Christopher Roden, ed., Acquainted With the Night. NONFICTION DM
Mitchell, A Serious Life. ART (tie) Darrel Anderson; Rick Berry. FILM Shaun
of the Dead. TV Lost. ILLUSTRATED NARRATIVE Hideshi Hino, The Bug Boy.
PERIODICAL The Third Alternative.
The Truth At Last. Tilda Swinton, who plays the White Witch in The Lion,
the Witch and the Wardrobe, dispels those persistent rumours at last: “This is
not a religious film, but people will project onto it what they want to.”
(Independent, 18 November) The lion and the wardrobe were unavailable for
comment.
Fanfundery. Don’t forget to vote for Bridget Bradshaw in TAFF.
Jerry Was A Gorman. In early November, Dave Gorman’s BBC Radio
programme Genius awarded a prize for the brilliant concept of tiny GM
elephants. Our correspondent “Verity Cinnabar” finds it strange that “an idea
that could claim its pension soon can win a modern Genius award”. The
laurels should go to a certain Heinlein story from Thrilling Wonder Stories in
1947, featuring Napoleon the tiny GM elephant with a bonus musical gift,
beating time with his trunk.
More Anonymous Reviews. Mark Kelly of Locus passed on email from
A.R. Yngve, complaining of further funny business with Amazon reviews
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(see A219). Yngve, it seems, was among the critics and mockers of a
spammer – his word – who’d been plastering sf message boards with plugs
for Dragons: Lexicon Triumvirate by one Kenneth Che-Tew Eng. Enter the
new Amazon pundit “Shannon Cross” with four reviews posted in a single
day, three plugging the above book via unconvincing asides in comments on
H.G. Wells, J.K. Rowling, etc, and the fourth denouncing Yngve’s own novel
as “the worst experience of my life ... deserves a -6 rating.” Can this be
coincidence? I will only say that I’m not responsible for the negative Amazon
review of one of the great Robert Stanek’s novels, which concludes:
“Compared with the work of masters such as Vernor Vinge, George R.R.
Martin or David Langford, this limp effort doesn’t even get its head above
the parapet.”
Nova Awards for British fan activity. FANZINE: Banana Wings. FAN WRITER
Claire Brialey. FAN ARTIST Alison “14 Hours of Photoshop” Scott.
Parallel Genres. Jennifer Rohn on the ineluctable difference of laboratory
literature: “Lab Lit is not science fiction. Science fiction can never be Lab
Lit, no matter how realistically it is portrayed, because it is removed from
reality by definition. Science fiction will always have an element of fantasy –
it will be set in the future, say, or in an impossible alternative universe. No
matter how realistically crafted these fantasy scientists and their world are, or
how closely they parallel actual science culture, it will never be a scene that
you and I could encounter were we to walk into a research institute.”
(www.lablit.com) • Viewed through this impartial lens, Blood Music and The
Andromeda Strain are by no means sf but appear on the approved Lab Lit
novel list, classified as Thrillers. Conversely, Brave New World and The
Speed of Dark are Drama; while Connie Willis, whom some of us unworthily
thought to be tainted with sf, writes both Drama and Humor.
Outraged Letters. Evelyn C. Leeper disagrees with Joe McNally’s film
assessment last issue: “Mark and I haven’t posted reviews to amazon.com,
but we both liked the Pendragon Pictures version of War Of The Worlds.”
• Adam Roberts repents his folly: “I seem to have gotten into mildly warm
water by telling the Telegraph that female SF fans (I told that journalist some
female SF fans, dammit) like looking at Keanu Reeves in leather trousers.
I’m quite tempted to follow Cheryl Morgan’s advice and use this as a pretext
for coming out of the closet (yes, I’m the one who likes ogling Keanu etc etc)
but maybe not yet. / I think I shall silently retire from offering soundbites on
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SF to journalists. I’m so bad at it.”
• Sean Williams on a career landmark: “I was delighted to see my co-written
novel Geodesica: Ascent soundly Thogged in Ansible 220. The emails of
congratulations have been flooding in all day. Of course, this does create
something of a problem, though. Now Shane Dix and I are going to armwrestle for who gets to say wrote that sentence, and he’s much, much bigger
than I am ...”
Touchy-Feely. In a Guardian polemic headlined “The trouble with television
is that it can’t stop shoving liberal values down our throats” (14 November),
Mark Ravenhill particularly deplores the wimpish Doctor Who insight that
“Daleks have feelings too”. [DC]
Lonelyhearts of Gor. Dave Clark sends the “alt.sex.column” page from a
recent San Francisco Bay Guardian, in which “Dark Wolf” asks: “I am a
dominant Gorean male (please look it up and divulge information to the
public about us, for we are little-known) looking for a Gorean submissive
woman. Do you know of any place in San Francisco?” Alas, although agony
aunt Andrea Nemerson responds at great length, she’s less than sympathetic.
“You guys are furries, basically, although unlike people who base their
identities and lifestyles on funny animal cartoons and nylon plush, the
somewhat Wagnerian, vaguely Nietzschean, faintly Randian world of Gor is
essentially humorless. But then, it would be.”
C.o.A. Janice Gelb (from 15 Dec), Flat 14, 241 Williams Rd, South Yarra,
Vic 3141, Australia. Lucy Zinkiewicz (from 13 Dec), 2 Tillbush Close,
Hoppers Crossing, VIC 3029, Australia.
As Others Envy Us. Melanie La’Brooy defends “chick lit” in The
Australian: “Produced by and for women, the gendered nature of chick lit
should not be overlooked as one reason behind its dismissive treatment. [...
An explanatory quote:] ‘Sociologists have long recognised a phenomenon
called feminisation, which means that anything that becomes associated
solely with women falls in general esteem.’ / This may explain why science
fiction, crime novels and thrillers (of which women are also prolific creators
and voracious consumers) have not been subjected to similar scathing
commentary.” [DB] O brave new world, where no one is dismissively horrid
about science fiction!
Thog’s Masterclass. Prestidigitation Dept (or, Yoga Exercise #42). “As
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Morgan sat in another chair beside him, Duncan rolled his head in Morgan’s
direction and looked at him searchingly, folding his hands and tapping joined
forefingers against his cheek as he rested his elbows on the chair arms.”
(Katherine Kurtz, The Bishop’s Heir, 1984) [TMcD]
• Method Acting Dept. “Leash drilled his eyes into Ramsey.” • “May
furrowed her brow. Her pupils jittered side to side, as if her frontal lobes
were doing heavy lifting. Her gaze was so intense, it looked like her skull
could blow up in a puff of hot steam at any moment. Then her face lit up with
a divine epiphany.” (both Greg Vilk, Golem, 2005) [PB]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 8 Dec: Edinburgh SF Book Group discussing Jeff
VanderMeer’s City of Saints and Madmen. 6pm, Henderson’s cafe, Hanover
Street. All welcome.
• 13 Jan: Brum Group AGM, Britannia Hotel, New St, Birmingham. 7.45pm
for 8pm. AGM admission free. Forthcoming talks (£3 members, £4 nonmembers): 10 Feb, Ian R. MacLeod; 10 Mar, Brian Stableford; 7 Apr, Les
Edwards.
Random Links. Stephen Leigh has also received pseudo-legal menaces from
Robert Stanek’s greatest fan!
http://www.livejournal.com/users/sleigh/97971.html
• The One Silly Putty Ring. [DKMK]
http://dorothynelson.com/sillyputty/lotrputty/Ash_nazg.htm
• Forget talking squid: the next big thing is wrestling squid. [BT]
http://www.cinemastrikesback.com/?p=14
• Terry Pratchett interviewed at Scifi.com:
http://www.scifi.com/sfw/issue449/interview.html
• Adam Roberts’s Folly (see Outraged Letters above):
http://acephalous.typepad.com/acephalous/2005/11/female_scifi_fa.html
• US postage stamps of DC superheroes for July 2007 [JHB]:
http://www.newsfromme.com/images4/dcstampsbig.jpg
• British convention chat forum.
http://www.livejournal.com/community/uk_sf_events/
• C.S. Lewis rises from the grave to denounce Disney’s live-action Narnia
[BB]:
http://film.guardian.co.uk/news/story/0,12589,1653154,00.html
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Kicking and Screaming ... Some Ansible readers have asked for an RSS
feed, and – after months of hesitation caused by laziness, technofear and
uncertainty about what an RSS feed actually was – I’ve stirred myself to put
up a minimalist version at:
http://news.ansible.co.uk/rss.xml
Whereupon a kindly reader set up a LiveJournal syndication page:
http://www.livejournal.com/users/ansiblezine/
Ansible 221 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2005. Thanks to Paul Barnett,
Barbara Barrett, Damien Broderick, James H Burns, Dave Curl, Steven J.
Dunn, Rose Fox, Stephen Gallagher, Chip Hitchcock, David KM Klaus, Jim
Linwood, Tim McDaniel, Bruce Townley, Martin Morse Wooster and our
Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group News), Janice Murray (North
America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Australia). 5 Dec 05.
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The Omega Point. On 30 Dec, Eileen Gunn announced the end of her
webzine The Infinite Matrix, and I posted my final Runcible Ansible news
column to the site. TIM finished in a blaze of new material which will remain
on view at www.infinitematrix.net throughout 2006. Sad to see this one go,
so soon after the cancellation of Sci Fiction....

The Raree-Show
Brian Aldiss went to the movies: “The SF Film Festival took place in Trieste
in November (23rd to 27th). Screenings in the new and sassy Cinecity.
Among the organisers, Daniele Terzoli. / Since I attended the original
festivals there in the 60s and 70s together with such luminaries as Kingsley
Amis, Harry Harrison and Walter Ernsting, they invited me back as a sort of
totem – a role I find increasingly easy to perform. / Most enjoyable flick was
a Russian mocumentary, First on the Moon, shot in grainy b-&-w. The pretty
humorous concept was that a Soviet ship reached the Moon successfully in
the 1930s, unfortunately crashing in Chile on its return, so that the whole
thing was hushed up. Among fake shots of the early USSR was one of the
young Stalin proclaiming, ‘The hallmark of the new Soviet Union will be
gaiety’.... The satirical rogue who made this movie is one Aleksey
Fedorchenko. Use your immense influence to get this neat little trick shown
in the UK. / Another mocumentary was Kevin Willmott’s C.S.A.: The
Confederate States of America. The South wins the civil war. Slavery still
exists in 2004. So, another satirical rogue. / The film that won the award was
James Bai’s Puzzlehead. Another take on Frankenstein, the theme originated
rather more engagingly by Miss Mary What’s-her-Name.”
Iain Banks was typecast yet again for Celebrity Mastermind (BBC1, 2
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January), where he answered questions on that profoundly Cultured subject
“Malt Whisky and the Distilleries of Scotland”. And won.
Robert E. Howard is rarely news these days, but it was a relief that his
house in Cross Plains, Texas – now the REH Museum – survived grass fires
which on 28 December destroyed many local homes. [AIP]
Clive James, writing about “sludge fiction”, digresses on “... the classically
awful British television SF series Blakes Seven: no apostrophe in the title, no
sense in the plot. The depraved space queen Servalan, played by the slinky
Jacqueline Pearce, could never quite bring herself to volatilize the dimly
heroic Blake even when she had him square in the sights of her plasmatic
spasm guns. The secret of Blake’s appeal, or Blakes appeal, for the otherwise
infallibly fatale Servalan remained a mystery, like the actual wattage of light
bulb on which the design of Blake’s spaceship, or Blakes spaceship, was
plainly based.” (Times Literary Supplement) [PDF]
David Lammy, our Minister for Culture, may not know much about Art but
he knows what he doesn’t like. His opening words when presenting the 2005
Turner Prize (awarded to the DIY conversion of an old shed by laborious
stages into an old shed): “I don’t care who wins, as long as it’s not Lord of
the Rings.” [CB]
Steven Spielberg’s rep Marvin Levy on rumours of an SS plan to remake
Mary Poppins: “I never heard of this and couldn’t imagine Steven ever doing
a remake of a classic – and a [Walt Disney] classic at that.” (IMDB) What of
War of the Worlds (2005)? Was Hook (1992) totally unconnected with that
Disney classic Peter Pan (1953)? [GD]

Condyle
24-26 Feb • Distraction 2006 (small sf/fun), Chequers Hotel, Newbury. £30
reg. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
11-12 Mar • P-Con III, Ashling Hotel, Dublin. €25 reg; €15 supp. Contact
Yellow Brick Rd, 8 Bachelors Walk, Dublin 1, Ireland.
14-17 Apr • Concussion (Eastercon), Glasgow Moat House Hotel. Now £55
reg; supp/concessions £27.50; ages 12-18 £15; 5-11 £5; 0-4 free. Contact 23
Ranelagh Rd, Bruce Grove, London, N17 6XY.
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1-3 Sep • Festival of Fantastic Films, Day’s Hotel, Manchester. £70 reg.
Contact 95 Meadowgate Rd, Salford, Manchester, M6 8EN.
10-12 Nov • Armadacon 18, Plymouth. Guests and details TBA.
10-12 Nov • Novacon 36, Quality Hotel, Bentley, Walsall. GoH Ken
MacLeod. £36 reg. [Later correction: £33 until after Easter 2006.] Contact
379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
21-23 Sep 07 • Eurocon 2007, Copenhagen, Denmark. Postal contact details
TBA; email “contact at eurocon2007 dot dk”.
Rumblings • L.A.con IV, the 2006 Worldcon, has announced its special extra
Hugo category: interactive video games. That’s a new one.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See First Fandom. “Science fiction, or sci-fi as it became known
(the new phrase purportedly coined by Forrest Ackerman himself), swept the
world, no longer the diversion of a quixotic (or risible) few.” (George Pendle,
Strange Angel, 2005) [MMW]
New Year Honours. Not a good year for modern literature, with only two
people in the whole vast list honoured in this area. One of them has written
enough fantastic fiction to appear in the Clute/Grant Encyclopedia of
Fantasy: Jeanette Winterson, OBE. Another OBE, for drama, went to Robbie
Coltrane – whose acting career since the 1970s now tends to be summarized
as “Hagrid in the Harry Potter films”. And fandom marvelled when the editor
of that scurrilous 1970s fanzine True Rat also got an OBE: “Leroy Richard
Arthur Kettle, a senior policy adviser on Disability Rights at the Department
for Work and Pensions.”
R.I.P. George Bernau (1945-2005), US lawyer and author of such alternatehistory thrillers as Promises to Keep (1988) – in which there is life after
Dallas for J.F. Kennedy – died on 12 December; he was 60. [PDF]
• Jack Colvin (1934-2005), US actor seen in the TV series The Six Million
Dollar Man, The Bionic Woman and (as a regular character) The Incredible
Hulk, died on 1 December. He was 71. [SFS]
• Pat Cranshaw (1919-2005), US character actor seen in Mork & Mindy,
Alien Avengers, Quantum Leap, Mars Needs Women, etc., died on 28
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December aged 86.
• “Big-Hearted” Howard DeVore (1925-2005), long-time US fan, con
organizer, book dealer, and editor of many editions of History of the Hugo,
Nebula and International [later World] Fantasy Awards, died on 31
December aged 80. The 2006 Worldcon chose him as its fan guest of honour.
A memoir by Curt Phillips appears in this Ansible’s on-line supplement.
• Maurice Dodd (1922-2005), who wrote – and from 1983 to 1992 also drew
– the Daily Mirror “Perishers” cartoon strip which gave us such catchphrases
as “Eyeballs in the Sky”, died on 31 December; he was 83. [PB]
• Gregg Hoffman (1963-2005), US horror film producer best known for Saw
(2004) and Saw 2 (2005), died on 4 December; he was only 42. [GW]
• Kenneth Macksey (1923-2005), author and editor of books and collections
of what-if speculation like his The Alternate History of the German Invasion
of England, July 1940 (1980) died on 30 November. [SFS]
• Robert F. Newmyer (1956-2005), independent film producer whose credits
include the Christmas fantasy The Santa Clause (1994) and its two sequels,
died on 12 December; he was 49. [IC]
• Fred Pfeil (1949-2005), US academic and author of the notable sf novel
Goodman 2020 (1986) died from brain cancer on 29 November. [JC]
• Richard Pryor (1940-2005), US stand-up comedian who appeared in The
Wiz (1978) and Superman III (1983), died on 10 December after many years
of heart and MS trouble; he was 65. [GW]
• Vincent Schiavelli (1948-2005), popular US character actor whose many
genre film/TV credits included Batman Returns, Buckaroo Banzai, Buffy,
Ghost and Star Trek: TNG, died on 26 December. He was 57. [SD]
• Herbert L. Strock (1918-2005), US producer and director who did early TV
work in the 1940s and directed such B-movies as I Was a Teenage
Frankenstein (1957), How to Make a Monster (1958), and The Crawling
Hand (1963), died on 30 November after a car accident. He was 87. [PDF]
• J.N. (Jerry) Williamson (1932-2005), prolific US horror author and editor of
the “Masques” original anthologies (1984-1991), died on 8 December aged
73. The first of his 30+ novels was The Ritual (1979). He received a 2003
Horror Writers of America Lifetime Achievement Award. [SG]
The Horror! The devout website www.balaams-ass.com exposes “the darker
and esoteric meanings of the Chronicles of Narnia”, including the author’s
vile profanity: “The word ‘ass’ appears in 4 of the books. Being British, it
probably did not mean the same to him as it does to Americans (as a swear
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word), but he could have left it out, especially since he only used it four times
and did use ‘donkey’ in other places. However, considering the filthy state of
his mind, it is possible that he thought this cute.” Other parts of this analysis
are, shall we say, less balanced.
Outraged Letters. Mike Moorcock: “Glad to hear that Robert Conquest was
honoured by George W. Bush, since they are evidently soul mates. Nobody
mentioned, however, that he is the original for Robert DeFete in the Jerry
Cornelius stories. [...] I saw the Universal guys in Hollywood a short time
ago and the Elric movie is moving forward nicely. I suspect King Kong will
make them more cheerful about fantasy stuff after the predictable
disappointments of Riddick and Van Helsing. We have also agreed to shoot
in Arizona, which has far stranger and just as dramatic landscapes as NZ and
isn’t so far to go to work. [...] I’m definitely going to have to sneak in to
Narnia. I have this wretched, sinking feeling that I’m going to enjoy it. A
substitute, anyway, before they start making E. Nesbit movies.”
• Phil Stephensen-Payne on post-1989 Michael Coney books: “Both No
Place For a Sealion and A Tomcat Called Sabrina (humorous, non-sf novels)
appeared from Porthole Press in 1992, and among the many translations that
have appeared in book form since 1999, special mention should perhaps be
made of I Remember Pallahaxi, published in Russian in 1999 but
unpublished in English.”
The Rich List. Forbes magazine produced an idiosyncratic list of the 15
wealthiest characters in fiction. Taking it from the top: Santa Claus
supposedly has infinite wealth and Oliver “Daddy” Warbucks from Little
Orphan Annie is assessed at $27.3 billion. Lesser lights: Richie Rich, Lex
Luthor, C. Montgomery Burns, Scrooge McDuck, Jed Clampett, Bruce
Wayne, Thurston Howell III, Willy Wonka, Arthur Bach, Ebenezer Scrooge,
Lara Croft, Cruella De Vil, and finally Lucius Malfoy ($900 million,
allegedly). Where’s Cordwainer Smith’s Rod McBan, who bought Old Earth?
Or the chap in Wells’s The Sleeper Awakes, who owns the world after
snoozing through 200 years of compound interest? Or even the Count of
Monte Cristo? Of course, the Totally Rich of John Brunner’s story paid
Forbes well to keep their names unlisted....
Random Fandom. Mark Andrew Bukumunhe, Bradford-based sf fan, visited
Uganda and was to return on 28 Dec but is still stuck there (with his father)
owing to Home Office obduracy about a minor passport problem. Fingers are
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nervously crossed.
• Pádraig Ó Méalóid feels decisive: “I’m retiring from con-running after PCON III next March.”
• Roger Robinson had a hernia op in mid-Dec, perhaps owing to “lifting the
new Hamilton, Reynolds etc etc??”
• Dave Wood underwent surgery for a brain tumour on 20 Nov: “A later
biopsy shows the cancer is the same as that from my previous bowel cancer.”
Get well soonest....
Again, Dangerous Awards. Charles Platt can’t resist musing on Harlan
Ellison’s SFWA Grand Mastery: “I love the way the Nebula folks have taken
to preannouncing the grandmaster awards well in advance, just in case the
recipient dies before the trophy can be placed in his trembling hands. In fact
the naming of any grandmaster recipient suggests to me that the unfortunate
person must be considered a high risk for keeling over at any moment. The
award can be seen as much of a curse as a blessing. ‘Oh my god, a
grandmaster award! Tell me doctor, does this mean ... it’s all over?’ / But the
biggest question is whether Mr. Ellison will accept such an ‘honor,’ bearing
in mind his frequent statements that he is not a science-fiction writer and
indeed feels ambivalent at best toward the SF writing community ...”
C.o.A. Jim Burns has moved, but he ticked the “No Publicity” box. Arnie &
Joyce Katz, 909 Eugene Cernan St, Las Vegas, NV 89145, USA.
Thog’s Masterclass. Time & Motion Dept. “The first step is to put the fleet
on one-hour-alert status instead of twenty-four. ... It’ll take about six hours to
bring us up to one-hour readiness.” (Lois McMaster Bujold, The Vor Game,
1990) [TMcD]
• Dept of Nose Noises. “But the younger man had a nose for trouble which
Acevedo had learned to trust, or at least listen very carefully to.” (David
Weber in Changer of Worlds, 2001) [NR]
• “He whispered under his nose.” (Greg Vilk, Golem, 2005) [PB]
• True Romance Dept (or, Precursors of Gor). “I looked at Miellyn, took her
slender unmanacled hand in mine, and smiled as we walked through the gates
of the city. Now, after all my years on Wolf, I understood the desire to keep
their women under lock and key that was its ancient custom. I vowed to
myself as we went that I should waste no time finding a fetter shop and
having forged therein the perfect steel chains that should bind my love’s
wrists to my key forever.” (Marion Zimmer Bradley, The Door Through
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Space, 1961) [TMcD]
• Dept of Complex Mapping. “However erroneous the theory upon which the
cartographers evolved their maps, mine were not entirely useless; though they
required considerable mental mathematical gymnastics to translate them into
usable information ... the actual and the apparent measurements of distance
can be reconciled by multiplying each by the square root of minus one!”
(Edgar Rice Burroughs, Escape on Venus, 1946) [BA]

R.I.P. Continued
Kenneth Bulmer (1921-2005), old-time UK fan and prolific author, died
fifteen minutes after midnight on 16 December. He was 84, and had spent
several years in a Tunbridge Wells nursing home since a stroke in 1997. Ken
loomed large in the Langford map of sf as the guest of honour at my first con,
Novacon 3 in 1973; the first editor to buy one of my stories (for New
Writings in SF, the anthology series he took over after founding editor John
Carnell died in 1972); one of the most genially encouraging presences at the
UK Milford workshops; and the first TAFF winner actually to make the trip,
in 1955. The fan-published instalments of his TAFF report finally appeared
in one volume as TAFF Tales (1998); his own fanzines included Star Parade
(1941) and Steam (1954-59). Besides copious sf and fantasy under his own
name, Ken wrote novels and novelizations in many genres – his personal
favourite being the “Fox” series of Hornbloweresque naval adventures, as by
Adam Hardy. His longest-running success was the Kregen or Dray Prescot
sequence of science fantasies in the vein of Edgar Rice Burroughs, bylined
Alan Burt Akers and, later, Dray Prescot. Although Ken lost his US publisher
(DAW) after 38 books, this series continued in German translation until #53
in 1998. His total output was enormous; Steve Holland calculates that the
recent The Steel Claw: The Invisible Man (collecting his 3-issue stint on a
Valiant comic strip, 1962-63) is his 189th book. A tireless worker and a
thoroughly nice man.
Chris Priest was at the funeral in Tunbridge Wells, 30 Dec: “It was a quiet
funeral for Ken: those attending were mostly family or family friends. Ken
had made himself popular in his final years at the nursing home, and three
members of the staff turned out to pay their respects. They all spoke fondly of
him, especially how struck everyone had been by his endless good nature and
personal kindness, which persisted through many years of physical
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incapacity. His former wife Pamela Buckmaster was there, as were all three
of their children (Deborah, Larry and Lucy), together with spouses. Erik
Arthur and myself were the only two from the sf world who turned up. After
a short committal service, we returned to a wake at Larry Bulmer’s house,
where we talked about our memories of Ken ... all of them happy or funny.”
[More from Greg Pickersgill in this Ansible’s on-line supplement.]
Robert Sheckley (1928-2005), US author famous as a pioneer of
intelligently humorous and satirical sf, died on 9 December. He was 77. After
surviving critical respiratory illness in Spring 2005 and heart surgery in June,
he suffered a brain aneurism on 10 November and failed to recover; his last
days were spent in coma. Bob Sheckley entered the sf scene with a blizzard
of 1950s/1960s short stories that ranged from engaging nonsense (he had a
gift for silly names), through clever gadgetry and twist endings worthy of
Saki or O. Henry, to dark satires whose comedy verged on nihilism.
“Voltaire-and-soda,” wrote Brian Aldiss. The short “Seventh Victim” (1953)
was notoriously filmed as The Tenth Victim, with Ursula Andress in a deadly,
double-barrelled bra. His best novels, Journey Beyond Tomorrow (1962),
Mindswap (1966; my favourite), and Dimension of Miracles (1968), are
crammed with anarchic humour and increasingly unreliable realities.
Mindswap’s climactic duel in the “Twisted World” where logic breaks down
is a tour-de-force of sustained, surreal and outright silly invention. Many
readers reckoned that he was, to say the least, a powerful influence on the
humour of Douglas Adams’s Hitch-Hiker novels. In person Bob Sheckley
was genial, soft-spoken and unfailingly witty, a popular convention guest.
Though his finest work appeared in decades when humour was sadly
underrated, he received several honours from the sf community – including
three Hugo nominations – and was much loved.
Michael Swanwick adds: “I drove up to Kingston, New York, yesterday [13
December] for Robert Sheckley’s funeral. Present for the memorial service
were his family, including his four children and three of his five wives, and a
clutch of friends, including Barry Malzberg, Edward Summer, and illustrator
Steve Hackman. Bob’s daughter, novelist Alisa Kwitney, read a moving and
loving eulogy that began, ‘Robert Sheckley was a lousy father,’ and Barry
extemporized a beautiful tribute ending with the words, ‘Not bad. Not bad at
all.’ I took it upon myself to speak on behalf of Sheckley’s Russian admirers.
His ashes will be buried in the spring, when the ground thaws, in the Artists’
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Cemetery in Woodstock. So he will remain in death, as he was in life, a
bohemian.”

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 13 Jan: Brum Group AGM, Britannia Hotel, New St,
Birmingham. 7.45pm for 8pm. AGM admission free. Forthcoming talks (£3
members, £4 non-members): 10 Feb, Ian R. MacLeod; 10 Mar, Brian
Stableford; 7 Apr, Les Edwards.
Random Links. Studio Ghibli Earthsea poster, and director’s weblog [PM].
http://www.ghibli.jp/
http://www.ghibli.jp/top.html [non-Flash]
http://www.nausicaa.net/miyazaki/earthsea/blog/
• Chris Priest on Michael Coney (Guardian obit)
http://www.guardian.co.uk/obituaries/story/0,3604,1654461,00.html
• UFOs versus the Net. [MMW]
http://remotefarm.techcentralstation.com/110905A.html
• Life imitates Langford novel. [YH]
http://www.wired.com/news/politics/0,1283,69726,00.html?
tw=wn_2polihead
• The Economist discovers the Uncle fantasies.
http://economist.com/books/displayStory.cfm?
story_id=5323657&no_na_tran=1
• More Guardian obits: Holland on Bulmer, Priest on Sheckley.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/obituaries/story/0,3604,1672178,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/obituaries/story/0,3604,1670929,00.html
• Aslan Shrugged.
http://rebecca.hitherby.com/archives/000491.php
• British rocketry.
http://www.guinevere.org.uk/
• Stalin’s mutant ape army.
http://www.thesun.co.uk/article/0,,2-2005580679,00.html
• Wired’s 50 Best Robots.
http://www.wired.com/wired/archive/14.01/robots.html?
pg=1&topic=robots&topic_set=
• The smell of turnips: Joss Whedon on being quoted out of context by
Entertainment Weekly.
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http://whedonesque.com/comments/9027#101124
• Teresa Nielsen Hayden is appalled by the US banning of a drug which she
needs to control her narcolepsy:
http://nielsenhayden.com/makinglight/archives/007140.html
In Typo Veritas? Unexpected Contents Dept: “There, in the room full of
mirrors, she threw her head down on the disarrayed sheets, lifted herself up,
and I saw myself slide into her up to the hilt with a gasp, because now she
was burning. She was burning inside, gripping me with the liquid entirely of
hot bathwater.” (Richard K. Morgan, Altered Carbon, Del Rey edition, 2003)
[RM]
Small Press. Ansible traditionally doesn’t run book announcements, but just
this once ... Roger Robinson’s Beccon Publications has produced Black Dust
& Other Tales Of Interrupted Childhood by Graham Joyce (with
contributions from Jeff VanderMeer, Jeffrey Ford and Mark Chadbourn):
62pp, £24.95 limited hardback, £9.95 paperback (plus P&P, £1.50 or £1).
Everybody involved has worked for nothing, and all proceeds will help
“establish a bursary for students at the Nqabakazulu School, near Durban in
South Africa”. Order enquiries to books at thetalkingdead dot fsnet dot co dot
uk.
Space Squid Are Everywhere. Niall Harrison has been watching Aaron
(The West Wing) Sorkin’s earlier show, Sports Night: “I was impressed to
discover that Sorkin seemed to have been right on the ball when it came to
developments in space technology. From ‘The Sweet Smell of Air’ (January
2000): the show’s producer, Dana Whitaker, wants to talk to her boss, Isaac
Jaffe, about a Michael Jordan interview, but Isaac is more interested in
something else....”
DANA: Hi, Isaac –
ISAAC: Hi. Dana, listen to this, this is fantastic. [reads from
magazine] “Bioengineering might one day create living creatures
adapted to survival in space.”
DANA: OK.
ISAAC: Space birds.
DANA: ... OK.
ISAAC: Don’t you wanna know how they’re gonna fly without air?
DANA: Uh ... OK.
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ISAAC: It says here they’re gonna fly on sunlight.
DANA: ... So, we got this Michael Jordan offer ...
ISAAC: And further out where the sunlight grows weaker, they’re
gonna bioengineer a squid.
DANA: ... Squid?
ISAAC: Yes! Swimming not in water, but in space. [reading
again] “Drawing volatile fuels from Jovian moons to power their
gentle but efficient propulsion systems.”
DANA: ... uh ... Michael Jordan ...?
ISAAC: “Their utility could be comparable to that of horses and
mules in the winning of the West.”
DANA: OK.
ISAAC: I can see myself out there. Sitting alone by the fire. A
space squid my only companion.
DANA: Isaac!
This episode was first aired in January 2000. Niall again: “I note that Time,
which of course features a time-travelling space squid, was published in
August 1999. To date, however, reports that Sorkin is a closet Stephen Baxter
fan remain unconfirmed.”
Memorial Extra. Greg Pickersgill remembers Ken Bulmer, Steve Sneyd
adds a footnote, and Curt Phillips writes about Howard DeVore in this issue’s
on-line supplement:
http://news.ansible.co.uk/a222supp.html
Late entry: Bruce Gillespie reports the 31 December death of Noel Kerr
(1934-2005), Australian fan and Ditmar award winner who was active in the
1960s and 1970s; he was 71.
Editorial. I wish this weren’t such a gloomy issue. Nevertheless, a belated
Happy New Year to all. Owing to terrifying deadline pressure, Ansible may
possibly have to skip one or more months in 2006. You have been warned.
Ansible 222 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2006. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Paul Barnett, Chaz Brenchley, John Clute, Ian Covell, Gary Dalkin, Paul Di
Filippo, Steve Dunn, Simon Gosden, Steve Green, Yvonne Hewett, Tim
McDaniel, Richard Mason, Petrea Mitchell, Andrew I. Porter, Nonie Rider,
SF Site, Gary Wilkinson, Martin Morse Wooster, and our Hero Distributors:
Rog Peyton (Brum Group News), Janice Murray (North America), SCIS, and
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Alan Stewart (Thyme?). 6 Jan 06.
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Ansible 222 Memorial
Supplement
Greg Pickersgill remembers Ken Bulmer
HKB was definitely a Right Guy, both as a fan and as a writer who produced
some work of genuine charm that was actually memorable, which is a
damned sight more than can be said of very many other authors.
He was a fan back in the days when it was a Proud and Lonely Thing, with a
small but entertaining and readable bundle of fanwriting and fanzines to his
name, including a real issue of Nirvana in 1949, a fanzine that had become
the stuff of legend even before a stencil was cut. He never did much
fanwriting after the 1950s, but he did from time to time show up in such as
Peter Weston’s Zenith/Speculation, where he often had something to say that
was quite outside what might have been expected from a self-confessed hack
writer. He may have written to order and by the length, but he actually knew
a lot about what makes fiction work.
I’m slightly surprised, thinking about him now, at how much of his stuff
sticks in my mind, especially from my earlier days of sf reading. Some of it
was just memorable because it was new to me, like the space war stories in
New Worlds of the early 60s, but there’s also really good stuff that’s worth
going back to – some fine little pieces in Science Fantasy, for example,
including a real favourite in “Strange Highways” (S-F February 1961). Also
in the frame for me is The Demons, one of the first sf novels I ever read, way
back in about 1965, which is memorable for more than just the bizarrely
rodentlike photo of Ken on the back cover of the Compact edition.
And then there’s the almost forgotten, except by me and Rog Peyton, short
novel The Golden Age, published under the pseudonym Rupert Clinton in
New Worlds in 1961 – a really effective alternate worlds story that certainly
deserved the book publication it never ever got.
It’s a real shame that Ken sort of became the forgotten man of British sf and
fandom. He really was a good all-rounder – not fantastically brilliant at any
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or everything, but a lot better than most. That sounds like damning with faint
praise, but I’d be bloody happy if someone were to say that about me, and I
think Ken, a realistic guy, would have been delighted by the idea.
He was also, beyond all the above, a thoroughly decent fellow, and I wish I
had had more sense and time to get to know him better when I had the
chance. Too young and stupid though.
Greg Pickersgill

Steve Sneyd: a footnote on Ken Bulmer
Vignette, which he published in 1954, was almost certainly the first anthology
of sf poetry to appear in this country (though he didn’t describe it as such,
rather as a one-shot poetry fanzine for OMPA). Inter alia it included
Brunner, poems reprinted from ’41 US fanzines, and a reprinting of Arthur C.
Clarke’s pioneering article in a 1938 Novae Terrae calling for a poetry of
science fiction.
Steve Sneyd

Curt Phillips remembers Howard DeVore
Here is the posting that I’d hoped I’d never have to write:
Howard DeVore has died. I just got the news from Mark Hickman who got it
directly from Howard’s family. It happened yesterday, Dec. 31 in the late
morning. He’d been moved to a rehab facility and had been there about 15
hours and simply passed away. Mark knew no other details as yet, but
speculates that Howard will be cremated and that there will be a memorial
service at Worldcon and at Midwestcon.
“Big-Hearted” Howard DeVore was one of the best known and best liked
fans of all time. He was a SF reader and collector since at least the mid 30’s,
and when he went off to fight in WWII he moved all his books and
magazines into a spare room of his house and padlocked the door shut so that
he’d never have to worry about what was happening to his collection while
he was away. The key went with him to Europe and flew with him on all his
combat missions over France and Germany. Howard was an Aerial Gunner in
the US Army 8th Air Force and flew the belly-gunner’s position in a B-17,
probably the most dangerous single job on that aircraft. He rarely talked
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about his war years and when he did it was nearly always some incredible
tale of outwitting the Army at it’s own game – a practice at which Howard
was a master. However, several years ago Howard and I both took on the job
of guarding the huxter room at Pulpcon and spent the night alone locked in
that big old room full of pulps. Howard wasn’t able to sleep and so we sat up
most of the night and talked. Eventually he started talking about his
experiences in WWII and for the first time I heard the real story of the
horrors he saw first hand in the skies over Europe. I won’t go into details, but
his war bore little resemblance to the prettied-up war movies that we’ve all
seen. He saw war at its worst and did his job in spite of it all. Ever since that
night Howard’s been one of my heroes of WWII. He’d have laughed at that
idea. I think he’d actually have hated that idea. But heroes are rarely the guys
who ask for the dirty jobs; they’re the guys who get the dirty job done no
matter what the cost. And, that was Howard DeVore.
In fandom, he did it all and cast a wide shadow. He published zines – most
recently in PEAPS and in other apas, was involved – directly and behind the
scenes – with many conventions, was a master SF dealer and became the
dealer that editors and other professionals turned to for rare SF, he was an
early mainstay of the NFFF, First Fandom, and other fan groups, was a
publisher of NFFF publications and wrote a book or two of his own, and no
doubt did a great deal more that we’ll all hear about in the fullness of time.
Howard’s greatest fannish impact was as a mentor and a friend to countless
fans all across the entire spectrum of fandom – including me. He was the guy
who would always know the info that you wanted or would know where to
find it. He knew where to find books and pulps that no one else could find.
He had the connections and the knowledge of how to use them. A very handy
fellow to be friends with.
He was hardly perfect. Howard smoked too much and continued to do so
long after he knew better. He could get furious when a friend of his was
being done wrong by anybody else – and would frequently assume the duty
of correcting the situation – which was something else that he was very good
at. He and his late wife Sybil raised a good bunch of children. I finally met
one of his daughters, Karol last year at Midwestcon and immediately found
her to be as delightful to talk with as her dad (and much prettier ...). Last year
when the Midwestcon weekend came around I was still at work that Friday
and had had a terrible week. Irritable co-workers, angry surgeons, lost
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surgical instruments, grouchy patients complaining, heartbreaking patients
dying ... and just at quitting time I got the news that the vacation time off I’d
requested had been denied. In that moment when all seemed lost, I
remembered that the Midwestcon was to be held that weekend and that I’d
heard a report that Howard – who’d been very ill – was thinking of showing
up for it. In that very instant I knew how I’d spend my weekend. I drove
directly home, packed a small bag, grabbed some cd’s of old time radio
shows for the truck, kissed Liz good-by for the weekend and drove all night
to Cincinnati, arriving early that morning for Midwestcon. I was so sleepy all
that day that I probably appeared drugged to all who saw me, but I grabbed a
catnap outside by the pool and managed to function. Met some good friends,
and got to hang out with Howard, who had indeed shown up. He looked
better than he had in quite a while and proudly reported that he’d quit
smoking and had lost about 35 pounds. I’d always known that he could do
both of those things whenever he’d just make up his mind to do so. We talked
several times that day about little things; old times at conventions, people
we’d known in PEAPS, about a video tape he’d sent me of a flight on a
restored B-17 that he’d taken a few years ago – one of his first flights since
leaving the Air Force over 50 years earlier. That evening at the end of the
day, we just sat and enjoyed being there with our friends. And that was the
whole point. That’s always the whole point, really. I’m very glad now that I
followed my hunch last year and dropped everything to drive all night to
attend Midwestcon for only a day. That was the last time I got to sit and talk
with Howard, and it was a very, very good day.
Till the next time, Howard....
Curt Phillips
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Ansible 223, February 2006
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
http://ansible.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X
(online). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Bill Rotsler. Available for SAE or
Old Galactic plasmoids.
The Groves of Academe. It’s not often that Ansible gets email like this from
a Professor of Psychology & Linguistics: “Dear Professor Langford, Please
let me know if there is any mathematical work that pertains to the theoretical
constructs for an ansible. My background includes the special and
generalized theories of relativity as well some work in transfinite algebra.” I
only wish I could help....

The Pyramids of Furmat
John Brunner belatedly got his due in William Safire’s New York Times
Magazine language column (18 December 2005): “In writing recently about
computer malware, I attributed the coinage of worm in its modern,
destructive sense to John Dunner; wrong. The author’s name is John Brunner;
his mind-stretching 1975 sci-fi novel was The Shockwave Rider; and he has
plenty of fans.” [MMW]
Ellen Galford, feminist fantasy novelist, and her partner Ellen Kelly took
advantage of the new UK civil partnership legislation in January: “As
unapologetic 70s feminists we see Civil Partnership as preferable to
marriage.” (Equality Network News, January) [FN]
Diana Wynne Jones is overcome. “The University of Bristol have suddenly
upped and said they’ll give me an honorary D.Litt. this summer! Could have
knocked me down with the proverbial. This sort of thing has to go through
Solemn Committees full of serious men who do not know fantasy exists, so
how this happened I am at a loss to know. / Oh, and did you hear that Howl’s
Moving Castle is nominated for an Oscar? On the strength of it, the Japanese
have sent me Sophie’s walking stick and a purple plush bag to keep it in –
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plus two stone of jigsaw puzzles and a tiny tiny ring.” (Other Oscar nominees
for Best Animated Feature Film are Corpse Bride and Curse of the WereRabbit.)
Maureen McHugh has a problem that’s shared by many fellow sf authors,
explains Seattle librarian Nancy Pearl: “The thing about Maureen McHugh is
you’re going to find her shelved in the science fiction and fantasy section.
And that’s unfortunate.” (NPR) [JL]
Sir Patrick Moore reports on exciting plans by the current owners of the
London Planetarium: “Madame Tussauds tell us that the new ten minute
show will be a ‘celebrity based visual experience’ without any astronomy
content. ‘We’re moving away from stars and planets and towards celebrities,’
it says.” (Daily Mail, 1 February) [DW]
Kurt von Trojan, Vienna-born Australian sf author best known for The
Transing Syndrome (1985), was diagnosed with bone and kidney cancer on
25 January and given only months to live. Altair Australia Books will publish
his last collection of short fiction as a memorial. The author is reportedly in
good spirits, and said to doctors after the prognosis, “Oh, I was hoping to
squeeze a few more weeks in.” [RNS]
Kurt Vonnegut complains in The Guardian: “I became a so-called science
fiction writer when someone decreed that I was a science fiction writer. I did
not want to be classified as one, so I wondered in what way I’d offended that
I would not get credit for being a serious writer. I decided that it was because
I wrote about technology, and most fine American writers know nothing
about technology. I got classified as a science fiction writer simply because I
wrote about Schenectady, New York. My first book, Player Piano, was about
Schenectady. There are huge factories in Schenectady and nothing else. I and
my associates were engineers, physicists, chemists, and mathematicians. And
when I wrote about the General Electric Company and Schenectady, it
seemed a fantasy of the future to critics who had never seen the place.” [PT]

Contristation
13 Feb • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Top floor, 6:30pm. With
Pat Cadigan, Amanda Hemingway and Liz Williams
18 Feb • Picocon 23, Imperial College Union, London. 10am-7pm/8pm. GoH
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Ian Watson, Natasha Mostert, and Mark Roberts. £8 reg, £6 concessions, £4
ICFS members. Contact ICSF, Beit Quad, Prince Consort Road, London,
SW7 2BB.
21 Feb • Book Aid International charity auction, Bloomsbury Auctions,
Mayfair, London. Original handwritten material by Iain Banks, Susanna
Clarke, Eoin Colfer, J.K. Rowling.... Champagne reception 6:30pm, auction
7:30pm. Tickets £75 from Madeleine.Langford-Allen (no relation) at
bookaid.org; phone 020 7733 3577. Cheapskates can view the lots 11am-4pm
on 18 or 19 Feb for £10 (cost of catalogue).
22 Feb • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Steve Cockayne.
24-26 Feb: POSTPONED • Distraction (small sf/fun), Chequers Hotel,
Newbury. The committee apologizes for not being able to cope in 2006: “So
this year’s convention is postponed until Spring 2008, when the next in the
sequence was planned. We’re offering members their money [£30] back, OR
you can leave it with us as an advance membership for 2008.” Contact 379
Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
3 Mar • British Fantasy Society open night, Devereux pub, Essex St, off the
Strand, London. 6.30pm onwards. All welcome. Future meetings: 2 June, 1
September, 8 December (last date provisional).
11-12 Mar • P-Con III, Ashling Hotel, Dublin. €25 reg; €15 supp. Contact
Yellow Brick Rd, 8 Bachelors Walk, Dublin 1, Ireland. New: there will be a
charity auction to benefit the Oesophageal Cancer Fund.
20 Mar - 29 Apr • Les Edwards/Edward Miller art exhibition, Redbridge
Museum, Central Library, Clements Road, Ilford. 10am-5pm Mon-Fri, 4pm
Sat. Admission free. Contact 020 8708 2317. • 25 Mar tie-in events: Stephen
Gallagher on TV sf, 2pm-4pm, £8. Les Edwards, S. Gallagher, Steve Jones &
Kim Newman on cover art, 7:30pm, £4.50.
13-16 Apr • Eurocon 2006, Kiev, Ukraine. €35/$35 reg, €10/$10 supp. GoH
Sergey Poyarkov, Harry Harrison. info at eurocon kiev ua.
14-17 Apr • Concussion (Eastercon), Glasgow Moat House Hotel. £55 reg;
supp/concessions £27.50; ages 12-18 £15; 5-11 £5; 0-4 free. Same at door.
Day rates: Fri £5, Sat £20 (£10 evening only), Sun ditto, Mon £15. Contact
23 Ranelagh Rd, Bruce Grove, London, N17 6XY.
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14-15 Oct • Octocon, Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth, Ireland. Guests TBA. €30
reg, student €25, under-18 €15, supp €10. Contact Octocon c/o Electric
Dragon, 19a Main St, Blackrock, Co. Dublin. Sterling payments to “Dave
Lally #2 A/C”, 64 Richborne Tce, London, SW8 1AX.
10-12 Nov • Novacon 36, Walsall. Corrected rates: £33 reg; £36 after
Eastercon; £40 at door. Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
10-12 Aug 07 • Recombination/HarmUni III (Unicon 21/RPG/filk), New
Hall, Cambridge. £20 reg; was to rise 1 Jan 2006, now held until after
Eastercon. Contact 155 Gilbert Road, Cambridge, CB4 3PA.
Rumblings • LA.Con IV (Worldcon 2006). Hotel rooms became bookable as
of 1 January, according to the third progress report.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. More about how Battlestar Galactica is so very different:
“It’s sci-fi, yes, but there are no aliens; there are androids, but they look just
like us and are fervently religious; and both the best fighter pilot and the
president are women. In other words, the conventions of sci-fi are borrowed
only to be subverted ...” (Radio Times, 7-13 Jan) [DF] Katee Sackhoff, who
plays Starbuck in the series, seems to agree: “I’ll meet people who haven’t
watched the show purely because it’s on Sci Fi. I’m like, you’ve gotta be
kidding me. It’s not really science fiction. [...] they’ve turned it into a drama
first and a science-fiction series second.” (Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 19 Jan)
[LW] What a novelty.
Arthur C. Clarke Award shortlist: Kazuo Ishiguro, Never Let Me Go; Ken
MacLeod, Learning The World; Alastair Reynolds, Pushing Ice; Geoff
Ryman, Air; Charles Stross, Accelerando; Liz Williams, Banner of Souls.
Administrator Paul Kincaid remarks: “Including Geoff Ryman, a Canadian
long resident in the UK, this is the first all-British shortlist in the history of
the Award.” Winner to be announced on 26 April.
In Conversation. Ray Bradbury: “Every time a government official opens
his mouth these days, something from a 1928 issue of Amazing Stories falls
out.” (Show interview, October 1964, in Conversations With Ray Bradbury)
[MMW]
• Ursula Le Guin: Interviewer – “If you weren’t a writer what would you
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be?” Le Guin – “Dead.” (BellaOnline, 2006) [PM]
Philip K. Dick Award shortlist: Neal Asher, Cowl; M.M. Buckner, War
Surf; Karin Lowachee, Cagebird; Justina Robson, Natural History; Justina
Robson again, Silver Screen; Wil McCarthy, To Crush The Moon.
Publishers and Sinners. “Solaris” is to be a new sf/fantasy imprint from BL
Publishing, parent company of Games Workshop’s The Black Library. It
launches in Spring 2007. Plans are for original (rather than game-spinoff)
novels and anthologies. No unsolicited submissions. Further information
from: enquiries at blpublishing dot com.
BSFA Awards shortlist. NOVEL Jon Courtenay Grimwood, 9Tail Fox;
Charles Stross, Accelerando; Geoff Ryman, Air; Ken MacLeod, Learning the
World; Justina Robson, Living Next Door to the God of Love.
• SHORT Michael Bishop, “Bears Discover Smut” (SciFiction Oct); Nina
Allan, “Bird Songs at Eventide” (IZ 199); Rudy Rucker, “Guadalupe and
Hieronymus Bosch” (IZ 200); Cory Doctorow, “I, Robot” (Infinite Matrix
Feb); Edward Morries, “Imagine” (IZ 200); Kelly Link “Magic for
Beginners” (F&SF Sep); Will McIntosh, “Soft Apocalypse” (IZ 200);
Elizabeth Bear, “Two Dreams on Trains” (Strange Horizons Jan).
• ARTWORK (all cover art except last) Steve Rawlings, Brass Man by Neal
Asher; Stephan Martinière, Elantris by Brandon Sanderson; Max Bertolini,
F&SF Jan; Kenn Brown, IZ 198; Pawel Lewandowski, IZ 200; Frank
Quitely, ch2 pp2-3 of We3 (with Grant Morrison & Jamie Grant).
• Short and Artwork categories have >5 nominations owing to ties. No
Nonfiction shortlist as yet; winner to be decided by a BSFA panel based on
nominations.
No Fun. Asked what he wished people would take more notice of, TV
presenter Alex Zane said: “Science fiction as a prophetic source of
information and not a source of entertainment.” (Independent, 21 Jan)
R.I.P. Cynthia McQuillin (1953-2006), filker and author of several short
fantasies, died on 14 January aged 52. She won a 1999 Pegasus Award as
best writer/composer. [DRR]
• Ake E.B. Jonsson, Swedish fan and collector of film/TV sf material, has
reportedly died. [KS]
• Al Lewis, US actor remembered as Grandpa in The Munsters, died on 3
February; he was 95. [GW]
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• Jan Mark (1943-2006), UK author of many acclaimed children’s books,
died on 15 January. She was 62. Her sf novels were The Ennead (1978), its
sequel Divide and Rule (1979), and Aquarius (1982). Maureen Kincaid
Speller writes: “If Jan Mark had ever met Pollyanna, I feel sure she would
have stuffed her into a trunk and firmly locked the lid, sparing generations of
children and adults the trauma of wondering why things never turned out the
way they did in fiction. Jan Mark always wrote about the bruising realities of
life unflinchingly. She gave no quarter and she never took prisoners. The
resolutions to her novels were, at best, bitter-sweet, and more often
uncompromisingly bleak, but always satisfying and ‘right’. 25 years on, the
ending of The Ennead still thrills and disturbs me in equal parts. When I first
read its bleak resolution, I knew that here was an author who understood
exactly how the world worked, and who would never betray her readers. I
don’t believe she ever did. / Jan Mark came to Mexicon II in 1986, at my
instigation I feel sure; to be honest, I don’t remember as much about the
weekend as I’d like, though I recall she was a huge success, as any Guinnessdrinking literary firebrand should be. I do remember that at one point we
were talking, and I happened to mention that, although I had almost
everything she had written, I had never been able to find a copy of Aquarius.
Jan Mark immediately opened her briefcase, fished out her own copy of
Aquarius, signed it and presented it to me, apologizing about its battered
state, because it was the one she had been using for readings. / I’m way
behind on reading her novels; she was scarily prolific. Catching up is going
to be a melancholy business, but while real life is still bruising, the novels
will, I know, be satisfying and ‘right’.”
• Philip Ressner (1922-2006), US editor and author of several children’s
books including the fantasy August Explains (1965), died on 27 December
aged 83. [PDF]
• John Stewart. Steve Jones writes: “British illustrator John Stewart died of
liver failure in a London hospital on January 18th. He was in his fifties.”
As Others See Us II. Nick Frost, star of the BBC2 sf comedy Hyperdrive,
explains: “The series is set in 2151 on a spaceship called HMS Camden Lock.
With science fiction there’s always a danger that 50 percent of the population
is going to switch off immediately, so we’ve tried to make it more about the
relationships between the characters than the fact they work on a spaceship.”
(Independent, 14 Jan) [AR]
• But A.A. Gill sees it differently: “The good thing about sci-fi, for the
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terrestrial Tristrams who produce it, is that it attracts unarguably the least
discriminating, most tunnel-visioned yet loyal audience of any oeuvre in any
medium – and that includes Wagnerphiles, although Wagner could probably
be seen as science fiction. People who read sci-fi read little else. Star Wars
fans are a weird closed society, bearable only to each other. And there are
still people writing me letters begging me to use my influence to bring back
Blake’s 7; or could I possibly beam them up episode 57 of Red Dwarf to
complete their set? So I expect Hyperdrive will attract a collection of smelly
flotsam fantasists who will permanently orbit it. It’s a shame it doesn’t seem
to be prepared to be about more than just science fiction.” (Times, 15 Jan)
[AM]
SFX Story Competition. This is for unpublished authors only, and was
launched in SFX 140 with the kind of small print everyone warns new writers
not to touch with a ten-foot pole: “Upon submission of their stories to the
address set out at rule 2, entrants irrevocably assign to Future Publishing
Limited all intellectual property rights that they have in any part of the world
in their stories and waive all their moral rights.” After protests from Gollancz,
who are co-publishing the book of winners, this was amended – or, as Future
prefer to put it, clarified – to something less toxic. See
www.sfx.co.uk/features/get_writing! [KB]
By Any Other Name. “If you switch to the term ‘speculative fiction,’ which
many sci-fi writers despise, the genre seems more interesting.” (Nancy
Franklin, The New Yorker, Jan 23/30) [MMW]
Outraged Letters. Henry Gee of Nature promises more sf: “I bear the happy
news that our ‘Futures’ series has been granted an extension, to the end of
2006.” (Still invitation-only.)
• N. Lee Wood on UK news: “Apparently, William Gibson is a convicted
child molester working as a supply teacher in Bournemouth. Poor Bill. Why
can’t his namesakes find cures for cancer or save drowning puppies or
something?” Lee adds that the 2005 Richard & Judy TV competition for new
writers was won by Christine Aziz’s “dystopian future ... love story” The
Olive Readers. “If it doesn’t have talking squid, her dystopia can’t be all that
bad.”
C.o.A. Ed Meskys, Niekas Publications, National Federation of the Blind of
NH, 322 Whittier Hwy, Moultonboro, NH 03254-3627, USA.
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Crawford Award (for new fantasy novelists) shortlist: Judith Berman, Bear
Daughter; Hal Duncan, Vellum; Frances Hardinge, Fly by Night; Joe Hill,
Twentieth Century Ghosts; Sarah Monette, Melusine; Holly Phillips, In the
Palace of Repose; Anna Tambour,Spotted Lily. The winning author (rather
than novel) will be announced in mid-March.
As Others See Us III. TV columnist Lisa de Moraes admires the ABC
programming chief’s courage: “[Steve] McPherson’s even brave enough to
take on one of the Scary Sci-Fi People in the room. They’re the critics in the
audience of every press tour who demand to know why that Buffy spinoff
never happened, why Farscape got canceled, etc. etc. And they’re always
kind of angry.” (Washington Post, 22 Jan) [MMW]
Random Fandom. David Stewart was diagnosed with oesophageal cancer in
January and is “facing a hard slog requiring several weeks, even months of
radio- and chemotherapy followed by surgery and a convalescence period of
several weeks with possibly more chemotherapy afterwards.”
• Peter Sullivan had a quick and successful angioplasty in January: “An
absolutely text-book case, with no complications at all.”
• Martin Morse Wooster, relentless supplier of news clippings, brags: “My
article about the craft beers of Scotland appeared in the January 2006 issue of
All About Beer Magazine. So I managed to combine my trip to Glasgow with
rigorous investigation of craft breweries.”
Group Gropes. Resurgence of Trout: new Glasgow fan meetings on 2nd
Thur each month. Ingram Bar, Queen St, from 7pm. All welcome.
• Herts Fandom: Keith Bridges hopes “to revive Hertsfandom using an online
format.” Contact g.armstrong-bridges at tiscali dot co dot uk.
Hideous Gaffes! Yes, the Infinite Matrix URL in A222 (initial print run and
email list only) was mistyped: it’s www.infinitematrix.net.
Thog’s Masterclass. Trompe-L’Oeil Dept. “Nearby stood half a dozen
patched-together vehicles which, contrary to their appearances, apparently
did function.” (Gary Gibson, Against Gravity, 2005) [JT]
• Dept of No Matter Where You Go, There You Are. “Rafe was in Thendara. /
That meant Kadarin and Thyra were – somewhere. / And so was the Sharra
matrix. / And so – all the Gods of Darkover be merciful – so was I.” (Marion
Zimmer Bradley, Sharra’s Exile, 1981) [TMcD]
• Mutant Insect Dept. “The sisters had found some chrysali [sic] in the
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toolshed in spring, and watched over them as they became caterpillars, then
butterflies; so she regarded them as she regarded her chickens, almost as
offspring.” (Michael Moorcock, Mother London, 1988) [EO’B]
• Spare Parts Dept. “His feet slammed into Alayn’s knees and knocked them
both to the floor.” (Katharine Kerr, Snare, 2003) [EO’B]
• Helix of Semi-Precious Stones Dept. “On a busy European street, the killer
serpentined through a crowd ...” (Dan Brown, Angels and Demons, 2000)
[MN]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 10 Feb: Ian R. MacLeod talks to the Brum Group, Britannia
Hotel, New St, Birmingham. 7.45pm for 8pm. £3 members, £4 non-members.
Forthcoming talks: 10 Mar, Brian Stableford; 7 Apr, Les Edwards.
• 11 Feb: Simon R. Green signs Deathstalker Coda at Forbidden Planet,
Shaftesbury Avenue, London, WC2H. 1pm-2pm. 020 7420 3666.
• 18 Mar: Tom Lloyd signs debut novel The Stormcaller at Forbidden Planet,
as above. 1pm-2pm.
Random Links. Jan Mark obituary in the Guardian.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/obituaries/story/0,,1693225,00.html
• Energumen: classic fanzine ed. Mike Glicksohn & Susan Wood, now being
republished on line.
http://efanzines.com/Energumen/
• SFWA/Dell electronic rights agreement.
http://www.sfwa.org/news/2006/dellannouncement.htm
• More on alien abductions.
http://www.sciencemusings.com/2006/01/abducting-truth.html
Editorial. This issue should have appeared some days earlier, but thanks to
an unexpected hard drive failure I spent last weekend reconstructing my email and news archives from backups. What fun.
Ansible 223 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2006. Thanks to Keith Brooke,
Paul Di Filippo, David Fleming, Steve Jones, Jay Lake, Tim McDaniel,
Andrew Merritt, Petrea Mitchell, Matt Neumann, Feòrag NicBhrìde, Emmet
O’Brien, Daniel R. Reitman, Ang Rosin, Ken Slater, Robert N. Stephenson,
John Toon, Paul Treadaway, Gordon Van Gelder, Dave Wood, Gary
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Wilkinson, Lloyd Wood, Martin Morse Wooster, and our Hero Distributors:
Rog Peyton (Brum Group News), Janice Murray (N America), SCIS, and
Alan Stewart (Thyme?). 6 Feb 06.
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The Cosmic Puppets
Steve Cockayne, UK fantasy author, spoke at February’s BSFA London
meeting and revealed his deep sf background. Mark Plummer reports: “He
told us about his parents who ran something called the Pegasus Marionette
Theatre. This gave performances in various indoor and outdoor venues in
North London in the 1950s, and one of their shows was (at least loosely)
inspired by the radio programme Journey into Space.
• The show would start with a rocket landing, a sound created using an
extended cymbal roll from one of those ‘Special Effects’ records, with the
tone varied by careful application of the thumb to the side of the disk. The
spaceman marionette then emerged, wearing a classic fish-bowl helmet
manufactured from a child’s plastic rattle. He confronted and killed the moon
monster, a (Wells-inspired) tripod with a body made out of an old pickled
gherkin tin. Three flying saucers appeared – red, green and blue – and then
the rocket took off again. It is, Cockayne admits, not much of a plot, but
apparently the show was incredibly popular with North London children in
the 1950s.
• And then Cockayne climbed up on the table to show us his father’s
spaceman marionette. It was probably about 18" high, with a carved wooden
body and, yep, that fish-bowl helmet – though now sporting a couple of ear
pieces, a best attempt to cover up damage that’d occurred at some point in the
last fifty years. Cockayne’s father had drilled a couple of holes through the
hard plastic helmet so that strings could manipulate the marionette’s head
inside it, and another string enabled the puppet to effect a fast draw of its ray
gun. Sadly, the moon monster has not survived into the 21st century, and
whilst there was much support for its recreation so that they might duel again
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at some upcoming meeting or convention, it was pointed out that you can’t
get pickled gherkins in tins any more. However there was a rumour that they
might still be available in Poland so all is not entirely lost....”
Lynette Cook, space artist, explains that her paintings of extrasolar worlds
are untainted by genre: “This is not science fiction ... These planets are so far
away we cannot look at them with a camera close up, so we can’t have the
assurance at this point of time that it’s 100 percent accurate. And that’s fun
for me because I can use some imagination as long as it is scientifically
plausible. It can’t be too far-out or I can’t do it.” Nothing but hard-edged
factuality: “Cook imagined a Jupiter-style gas giant planet harboring life, but
not on its gassy surface. Instead, there are hypothetical floating life forms, a
cross between jellyfish and hot-air balloons, drifting along on air currents.”
(Reuters) [DSZ] No doubt Sir Arthur C. Clarke will be delighted to learn that
his 1971 gas-giant story “A Meeting with Medusa” was science fact all along.
Harlan Ellison has been talking to lawyers again. Lydia Marano, of the 25year-old American sf bookshop formerly known as Dangerous Visions,
explains: “Harlan Ellison has asked us, through his lawyer, to stop using the
name Dangerous Visions for our bookstore which went virtual-only in 2002.
We have complied with his wishes and are now openly soliciting the public
for a replacement name. Send us your recommendations and we will post the
top ten on our site. The person who provides the best name will win a $50
gift certificate – good on any purchase – and our undying thanks. The next
five runners-up will receive a $10 gift certificate. Name selection ends April
30th. Until then, we remain readsf.com.” Could this long-delayed request be
intended to clear the way for web publication of some long-delayed
anthology?
David G. Hartwell received NESFA’s Skylark Award at Boskone.

Convertend
The Science Museum Science of Aliens exhibition closed on 26 Feb.
11-12 Mar • P-Con III, Ashling Hotel, Dublin. €25 reg; €15 supp. Contact
Yellow Brick Rd, 8 Bachelors Walk, Dublin 1, Ireland.
[CANCELLATION ANNOUNCED 10 MAR] 13 Mar • Reading at
Borders, Oxford St, London. Top floor, 6:30pm. With Pat Cadigan, Neal
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Asher, and “a special surprise guest”.
18 Mar • enLarged (informal Sproutlore/beer/Rankin event), The Flying
Swan aka The Alexandra Hotel, 203 Siddals Rd, Derby. Free. Also pub crawl
on Fri 17 Mar. Contact deepblack23 at hotmail dot com.
20 Mar - 29 Apr • Les Edwards/Edward Miller art exhibition, Redbridge
Museum, Central Library, Clements Road, Ilford. 10am-5pm Mon-Fri, 4pm
Sat. Admission free. Contact 020 8708 2317. • 25 Mar tie-in events: Stephen
Gallagher on TV sf, 2pm-4pm, £8. Les Edwards, S. Gallagher, Steve Jones &
Kim Newman on cover art, 7:30pm, £4.50.
22 Mar • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present in the bar from 5pm. BSFA Award nominations
discussion panel led by Dan Hartland.
7-9 Apr • The Child and the Book (academic conf on children’s lit),
Newcastle University. £40 reg to Sarah Barber, NIASSH, Newcastle
University, Architecture Building, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7RU. Cheques
to Newcastle U; for credit cards call 0191 222 5064.
13-16 Apr • Eurocon 2006, Kiev, Ukraine. €35/$35 reg, €10/$10 supp. GoH
Ellen Datlow, Eileen Gunn, Harry Harrison, Sergey Poyarkov. info at
eurocon kiev ua.
14-17 Apr • Concussion (Eastercon), Glasgow Moat House Hotel. £55 reg;
supp/concessions £27.50; ages 12-18 £15; 5-11 £5; 0-4 free. Same at door.
Day rates: Fri £5, Sat £20 (£10 evening), Sun ditto, Mon £15. Contact 23
Ranelagh Rd, Bruce Grove, London, N17 6XY. “Concussion needs a driver.
Must be over 25, with clean license. Willing to drive van from London via
Birmingham to Glasgow (and back a week later). Free room night offered.”
Reply to farah dot sf at gmail dot com.
6 May • Alt-Fiction (sf/fantasy/horror), Darwin Suite, Assembly Rooms,
Derby. “Workshops, discussions, talks and readings from major names.”
12:30pm-8:30pm. £18 admission, £15 concessions. Contact Alex Davis,
01332 715434 or alex dot davis at derby dot gov dot uk.
2 Jun • British Fantasy Society open night, Devereux pub, Essex St, off
Strand, London. 6.30pm onwards. All welcome. Future meetings are on 1
Sep and provisionally 8 Dec. (I heard too late about 3 Mar.)
680

22-24 Sep • Fantasycon 2006, Britannia Hotel, 1 St James Street,
Nottingham. GoH Clive Barker, Ramsey Campbell, Raymond Feist, Neil
Gaiman, Juliet E. McKenna. £45 reg to 30 Jun 06, then £55; BFS members
£40 and £50. Day rate for Saturday only: £20. Contact (SAE) Beech House,
Chapel Lane, Moulton, Cheshire, CW9 8PQ.
Rumblings • Eastercon 2007. Convoy, the Liverpool/Adelphi bid, is taking
presupporting memberships at £2. Send to Convoy, 81 Western Rd, London,
E13 9JE. No rival bid has yet revealed itself to Ansible.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Yet another determined attempt to draw the line between
good stuff and mere sf: “But beyond its sci-fi trappings and nerdy pedigree,
Battlestar Galactica is, above all, a drama – and a deeply human one, at that.
These aren’t stock sci-fi characters wearing capes and speaking in a lame
faux Shakespearean dialect; instead [...] they’re real people with flaws and
ambitions and hopes and fears who are instantly recognizable and
believable.” (Toronto Sun, 19 Feb) [AM]
Nebula Shortlist. NOVEL Geoff Ryman, Air; Joe Haldeman, Camouflage;
Terry Pratchett, Going Postal; Susanna Clarke, Jonathan Strange & Mr.
Norrell; Jack McDevitt, Polaris; John C. Wright, Orphans of Chaos.
• NOVELLA Bud Sparhawk, “Clay’s Pride” (Analog 7/04); Robert J. Sawyer,
“Identity Theft” (Down These Dark Spaceways); Paul Witcover, “Left of the
Dial” (SCI FICTION 9/04) Kelly Link, “Magic for Beginners” (Magic for
Beginners); Albert Cowdrey, “The Tribes of Bela” (F&SF 8/04).
• NOVELETTE Kelly Link, “The Faery Handbag” (The Faery Reel); Daniel
Abraham, “Flat Diane” (F&SF 10/04); James Patrick Kelly, “Men are
Trouble” (Asimov’s 6/04); Eileen Gunn & Leslie What, “Nirvana High”
(Stable Strategies and Others); Paolo Bacigalupi, “The People of Sand and
Slag” (F&SF 2/04).
• SHORT K.D. Wentworth, “Born-Again” (F&SF 5/05); Dale Bailey, “The
End of the World as We Know It” (F&SF 10/04); Carol Emshwiller, “I Live
With You” (F&SF 3/05); Nancy Kress, “My Mother, Dancing” (Asimov’s
6/04); Margo Lanagan, “Singing My Sister Down” (Black Juice); Anne
Harris, “Still Life With Boobs” (Talebones Summer 05); Richard Bowes,
“There’s a Hole in the City” (SCI FICTION 6/05)
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• SCRIPT Battlestar Galactica “Act of Contrition/You Can’t Go Home Again”;
Serenity.
• ANDRE NORTON AWARD (YA) Louise Spiegler, The Amethyst Road; Ann
Halam, Siberia; Susan Vaught, Stormwitch; Holly Black, Valiant: A Modern
Tale of Faerie.
The Living Dead. The Bookseller gave its Diagram Prize for Oddest Book
Title of the Year to a self-help book about being haunted, entitled People
Who Don’t Know They’re Dead: How They Attach Themselves to
Unsuspecting Bystanders and What to Do About It. (Reuters, 3 March) [BT] I
think I’ve met a number of these people at sf conventions.
Publishers and Sinners. The late Byron Preiss’s publishing companies
Ibooks and Byron Preiss Visual Publications both filed for bankruptcy and
vacated their New York offices on 22 February. [SFWA]
R.I.P. Peter Benchley (1940-2006), US author famous for Jaws (1974), died
on 11 February aged 65. A genre venture was White Shark (1994), featuring a
Nazi-engineered man/shark hybrid. [GW]
• Octavia Butler (1947-2006), distinguished and much-admired black US sf
author, died with shocking unexpectedness on 25 February after a fall outside
her house. She was 58. Butler won 1984 Hugo awards for “Bloodchild”
(short story) and “Speech Sounds” (novelette); the latter also won the Nebula,
as did her 1998 novel Parable of the Talents. Most unusually for an sf author,
she received a MacArthur Foundation “genius grant” in 2000. Newspaper and
on-line obituary coverage has been extensive, and rightly so. I was proud and
slightly overawed to be on the guest list with her at Intervention, the 1997
UK Eastercon.
• Phil Brown (1916-2006), US actor whose genre roles included Uncle Owen
in Star Wars, died on 9 February. He was 89. [GW]
• Andreas Katsulas (1946-2006), US actor best known for playing G’Kar in
Babylon 5, died from lung cancer on 13 February; he was 59. [GW]
• Don Knotts (1924-2006), US actor who starred in such minor genre films as
The Incredible Mr. Limpet (1964) and The Reluctant Astronaut (1967), died
on 24 February. He was 81.
• Darren McGavin (1922-2006), US actor best known to genre fans for his
title role in the 1970s cult TV series Kolchak: The Night Stalker, died on 25
February aged 83. [GW]
• Myron Waldman (1908-2006), US animator and art director who was the
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last surviving head animator of the Max Fleischer Studios, died on 4
February aged 97. His work included Popeye, Casper, and the original
Superman cartoon series. [CH]
• Dennis Weaver (1924-2006), US actor who is best remembered for TV roles
but also played the lead in Spielberg’s Duel (1971), died on 24 February. He
was 81. [SJD]
• Jack Wild (1952-2006), UK actor who starred in the late-1960s US fantasy
TV series H.R. Pufnstuf, died on 1 March aged 53. His best-known part was
the Artful Dodger in Oliver! (1968). [GW]
• Late notice: Charles Garvin (1945-2005), eccentric US book dealer and
small-press publisher, died in January 2005 at age 59. His and Jeff Levin’s
Pendragon Press published chapbooks by R.A. Lafferty and Ursula Le Guin,
including the 1973 first edition of “From Elfland to Poughkeepsie”. [DAA]
As Others See Us II. According to The Week, the end of February was a
“Good Week For Science-fiction fans, after a mysterious black goo bubbled
up between cracks in the streets of downtown Los Angeles, forcing the
evacuation of hundreds of residents.” (5 Mar) [MMW]
Outraged Letters. Kim Huett shares a magical sf moment from “The
Coming Of the Ice” (1926) by G. Peyton Wertenbaker, which resonates with
the current UK debate on animal testing: “Now, I made a slight mistake one
day in experimenting with a guinea-pig, and I re-arranged certain organs
which I need not describe so that I thought I had completely messed up the
poor creature’s abdomen. It lived, however, and I laid it aside. It was some
years later that I happened to notice it again. It had not given birth to any
young, but I was amazed to note that it had apparently grown no older: it
seemed precisely in the same state of growth in which I had left it.” Kim
observes: “I don’t think I’d ever want this bloke pet-sitting for me. If he can
put a guinea pig to one side and forget about it for years then he doesn’t fit
my definition of responsible adult. On the other hand he has the makings of a
fine politician.”
• Ben Jeapes knows how to cheer a former Big Engine author: “I thought you
might appreciate this testament to your most famous work. This morning I
took delivery of a new bed, which required wheels to be inserted into the
base. The instructions suggested a rubber mallet, which I don’t have. I do
have a very strong steel hammer that could have shattered the wheels nicely
with one tap. I needed something to put between hammer and wheels to
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soften the blow and thought of a book. But which book? Obviously a book I
would never read. / And the answer turned out to be Deravý Úrad, the Czechlanguage equivalent of The Leaky Establishment. The wheels went in a treat.
So, on behalf of myself and my wife to be, may I thank you for your fine
work and express a hope that all your past and future writing continues to be
so useful in the lives of your readers.”
• Tony Lee has been reading Battlestar Galactica: The Official Companion.
“Somewhat bemused by this bit from the Afterword by David Eick (exec.
producer of the remake), re watching Star Trek and other TV space operas ...
‘I knew how they felt to me: antiseptic, stately, austere, polite. I wanted
something cruder, more real and more textured by the rawness of humanity;
something like Blade Runner, 2001, and Alien; an epic, compelling, deeply
emotional drama ...’ I assume Eick’s talking about a wholly re-imagined
version of Kubrick’s opus here, one that’s all grungy and vulgar ...?”
• Mike Moorcock mourns deaths reported in the gloom-laden January
Ansible: “Fucking terrible year for losing good guys. Ken [Bulmer] was
hugely encouraging to me when I was a callow 15 year old but at least I was
able to get him into IPC a couple of years later which at least improved his
income. I was in touch with him towards the end, I’m glad to say, and he
remained in his letters just the same sweet person he’d always been. Similarly
with Bob Sheckley who once literally pulled me out of the gutter.”
C.o.A. If anyone moved house last month, they failed to tell Ansible.
Eulogy Masterclass. At Octavia Butler’s memorial service: “Harlan Ellison
also spoke via phone, calling the 6-foot Butler a King Kong to his 5-foot-5
Fay Wray ...” (Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 4 March)
Random Fandom. Jonathan Cowie bewailed the disappearance of the
www.concatenation.org website in February as a result of ISP naughtiness:
“Serverspace.co.uk aka ClickHosting have literally done a runner from all
their customers (William Gibson’s near futures were always pretty gritty and
street orientated but I don’t recall folk doing an old fashioned runner). We
have no e-mail, no site and no easy way of proving to our internet registrar
(based in Australia) we are who we are to get the site relocated....” Sanity was
restored, with Ukrainian fan assistance, before the end of the month.
• Neil Gaiman & Steve Jones are seeking Ian Pemble, the 1980s editor of
Knave, in order “to give him Now We Are Sick money.” Neil has a touching
belief that practically any such person must read Ansible “if he hasn’t been
684

eaten by badgers....”
• Jan Stinson has been laid low by pneumonia but should by now have
published the October 2005 issue of her fanzine Peregrine Nations.
Another Award. The Cambridge Theatre production of Something Wicked
This Way Comes received a Laurence Olivier Award in the Best
Entertainment category on 26 February. [SG]
The Dead Past. Thirty Years Ago: “SF Monthly is folding with the April
issue. The passing-away of Britain’s only SF magazine will be mourned
dearly by John Brosnan and Peter Weston who between them managed to
keep some sort of standard.” (Checkpoint 65, March 1976.)
Group Gropes. In Ansible 218, Paul Treadaway suggested a special event to
mark the 60th anniversary of the first post-war London pub meeting in March
1946. Nothing came of this, but Mark Plummer points out that there’s
another opportunity in April, when it will be 60 years since the first meeting
in the legendary White Horse pub.
Hideous Gaffes! A223 R.I.P.: Al Lewis was probably born in 1923 despite
his claim of 1910 (source: his son). [GVG] Cynthia McQuillin is so spelt and
died in 2006, not 2003. John Stewart, UK fantasy/horror illustrator, died on
18 January and not 8 January (writes Steve Jones, correcting his earlier note);
his work appeared in Whispers, Fantasy Tales, an Arkham House collection
and various European paperbacks.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Cosmic Ennui. “A cyclone stood still compared
to the White Bird. The flight of bullets, the flight of meteors, the flight of
light, were snails in relation to him. He annihilated the far reaches of the
universe at hundreds and thousands of light-years per second. A flash in
infinity, a silvery bolt through the black, a ghost that was gone more quickly
than the messengers of death, the White Bird bored the known universe, and
went on.” (Donald Wandrei, “Colossus”, 1934) [TMcD]
• Brighter Than You Think Dept. “... it appeared the night sky would be
cloudless and the land exposed to the revealing light of the new moon ...”
(Terry Brooks, The Sword of Shannara, 1977) [CCF]
• Visionary Dept. “Closing his eyes, he stopped in front of the row of sloping
narrow windows in the ceiling and gazed at the cold sterile beauty of the
stars.” (David Mack, A Time to Kill, 2004) [MF]
• Dept of Moderate Ruthlessness. “‘If you make a sound, I will kill you where
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you stand.’ / ‘What do you mean?’ he asked in amazement. / ‘Exactly what I
say. We have returned from ...’” (Captain S.P. Meek, “Awlo of Ulm”, 1931)
[TMcD]
• Neat Tricks Dept. “She shrugged with her buttocks.” (Ron Goulart, The
Enormous Hourglass, 1976) [BA]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 10 Mar: Brian Stableford talks to the Brum Group, Britannia
Hotel, New St, Birmingham. 7.30pm for 8pm. £3 members, £4 non-members.
Forthcoming talks: 7 Apr, Les Edwards; 12 May, Storm Constantine; 9 June,
Jim Burns.
• 18 Mar: Tom Lloyd signs debut novel The Stormcaller at Forbidden Planet,
Shaftesbury Avenue, London, WC2H. 1pm-2pm. 020 7420 3666.
Random Links. I’ve been trying to keep breaking-news links a little more up
to date on the Ansible links page – see “Infinitely Improbable” in the panel at
the left:
http://news.ansible.co.uk/ansilink.html
More from Moorcock. On his January publicity tour and Alan Moore
interview: “It was hugely successful. They reckoned they could have filled
the theatre four times over. Of course, it might have something to do with an
even rarer appearance from Alan Moore.... But it was a great trip. My ego
swole up so much it burst out through my foot again, but I’m all healed up
again and back to normal after a bout of Cedar Fever. When I first got to
Texas I asked when Cedar Fever ended. ’Bout when Elm Fever starts, they
said. The audio of the Moore-Moorcock Battle of the Beards can be found at
my Moorcocks Miscellany website [link now dead] Back to Texas and ego
slowly subsided back to normal as adrenaline levels dropped and Cedar Fever
took hold....”
Editorial. Since the last issue I have enjoyed such distractions as a hard drive
failure, further deadline panic, and (now) a filthy cold. Many thanks to all the
correspondents who kept Ansible going by sending interesting stuff.
Ansible 224 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2006. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Anon, Douglas A. Anderson, Steven J. Dunn, Charles Coleman Finlay,
Michele Fry, Steve Green, Chip Hitchcock, Tim McDaniel, Anne Marsden,
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Bruce Townley, Gary Wilkinson, Martin Morse Wooster, Gordon Van
Gelder, David Stewart Zink, and as always our Hero Distributors: Rog
Peyton (Brum Group News), Janice Murray (N America), SCIS, and Alan
Stewart (Australia). 5 Mar 06.
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The Dragons of Probability
Alma Alexander (that is, Alma Hromic Deckert) slipped the surly bonds of
Earth: “I am still reeling in wonder from it – but NASA chose a fragment of a
poem of mine to go on a commemorative poster about women astronauts in
the USA....”
Margaret Atwood admitted her guilty pleasures in an Independent
interview: “Q: Do you have any secret cultural passion? A: I have no secrets.
I freely confess to all of my bad habits. (Country & Western of older days;
noir crime novels; Sci fi; knitting stuffed rabbits.)” [KM]
Harry Harrison gloats over his latest criminal act: “Just sold an option to
my short ‘A Criminal Act’ to the omnibus series Masters of Science Fiction
[ABC tv]. It should be produced this year.”
Paul Kincaid, after eleven years’ toil as Arthur C. Clarke Award
administrator, has resigned – to take effect after this month’s presentation.
According to Paul, this is “an unmissable opportunity for me to leave on a
high note. It’s the 20th anniversary, with an all-British shortlist and all six
authors will be present at the ceremony.”
Paul Parsons, editor of the BBC science magazine Focus, has been much
admired for his diligence in devoting no fewer than ten pages of the April
issue to promotion of The Science of Doctor Who by some chap called Paul
Parsons. The book – not published by the BBC – also gets a plug in his
editorial, and is reviewed in the books section by our very own Alastair
Reynolds. (Independent, 22 March) Tempting though it is to follow this noble
example, the editor of Ansible is confining himself to a quiet gloat about the
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Hugo shortlist for Best Related Book....
Jim Rigney, who writes as Robert Jordan, told Locus: “I have been
diagnosed with amyloidosis. That is a rare blood disease which affects only 8
people out of a million each year ...” His treatment (drastic bone marrow
replacement) starts this month, and he’s determined to beat the statistics that
suggest a median life expectancy of four years.
J.K. Rowling’s Whatsisname and the Half-Blood Prince was voted overall
Book of the Year at the British Book Awards on 29 March, beating various
celebrity autobiographies and cookbooks. “Popular fiction” winner: The Time
Traveller’s Wife by Audrey Niffenegger (BBC). Rowling also won The
Bookseller’s inaugural Bestseller of the Year award.
Geoff Ryman won the James Tiptree Jr Award for his Air: Or, Have Not
Have, as the best “gender-exploring” novel of 2005.
T.H. White’s birth centenary is on 26 May 2006. His UK publisher,
Voyager, flaunts the ultimate accolade: “Professor Charles Xavier also
frequently cites The Once And Future King as his favourite book in the X
Men, testifying to the very range and impact of his influence.” [sic]
Liz Williams was hospitalized with a fractured rib and other woes after being
thrown off a horse on 26 March, but is now recovering at home. “The doctor
says I will probably play the violin again.”
Fay Wray of King Kong fame is to appear on a Canadian stamp, part of a 26
May set whose theme is Canadians in Hollywood. [AIP]

Convo
10 Apr • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Pat Cadigan is
undergoing terrifying dental work that day: “She is expected to survive but
will not be in a fit state to chat afterwards.” (Sorry: the March event was also
cancelled after Ansible went to press.)
CANCELLED

13-16 Apr • Eurocon 2006, Kiev, Ukraine. €35/$35 reg, €10/$10 supp. More
GoHs: Ellen Datlow, Eileen Gunn. info at eurocon kiev ua.
14-17 Apr • Concussion (Eastercon), Glasgow Moat House Hotel. £55 reg;
supp/concessions £27.50; ages 12-18 £15; 5-11 £5; 0-4 free. Same at door.
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Advance booking closes 7 Apr. Day rates: Fri £5, Sat or Sun £20, Mon £15.
Contact 23 Ranelagh Rd, Bruce Grove, London, N17 6XY. • The Art Show is
seeking artists who are prepared to display some art. Contact artshow at
eastercon2006 dot org for information.
19 Apr • BSFA Open Meeting, bonus event in the Hogshead pub, Dering St,
London – near Bond St tube. 6pm on. With James Morrow.
25 Apr (NB Tue not Wed) • BSFA Open Meeting, upstairs in The Star, West
Halkin Mews, London, SW1. 5pm on. With Ian MacLeod.
26 Apr • Arthur C. Clarke Award presentation, by invitation only, in the
Apollo West End Cinema as the opening item of ...
26-30 Apr • Sci-Fi London film festival, Apollo West End Cinema, Regent
Street, London, SW1. Ticket hotline 0871 2233444.
29-30 Apr • Uncon06 (Forteana), Friends House, 173 Euston Rd, London,
NW1 2BJ. Tickets £25 or £17.50/day. 01789 490215.
6 May • Alt-Fiction (sf/fantasy/horror), Darwin Suite, Assembly Rooms,
Derby. “Workshops, discussions, talks and readings from major names.”
12:30pm-8:30pm. £18 admission, £15 concessions. Contact Alex Davis,
01332 715434 or alex dot davis at derby dot gov dot uk.
27 May • plokta.con pi, Horseshoe Inn, 26 Melior Street, London, SE1 3QP
(not far from London Bridge Station). 12 noon - 12 midnight. £3 reg, students
£2.50; all proceeds to League of Fan Funds causes. A mini-convention on the
TAFF deadline day, at which the 2006 TAFF result will be announced – see
Fanfundery below.
23-27 Aug • L.A.con IV (64th Worldcon), Anaheim, California. $175 reg
until 1 Jul; $200 at door. Day memberships available from 1 Jun: $50 Wed,
$60 Sun, other days $75. 3-hour “taster” membership $20. Contact c/o SCIFI
Inc, PO Box 8442, Van Nuys, CA 91409, USA.
10-11 Mar 07 • P-Con 4, Wynn’s Hotel, Dublin. Guests TBA. €25/£20 reg.
Contact c/o Yellow Brick Rd, 8 Bachelor’s Walk, Dublin 8, Ireland; UK c/o
Dave Lally, 64 Richborne Terrace, London, SW8 1AX.
Rumblings • Orbital (2008 Eastercon bid) is taking presupporting
memberships at £1 – send to 8 Windmill Close, Epsom, Surrey, KT17 3AL.
The proposed venue is the Radisson Edwardian Hotel near Heathrow. Both
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Orbital and the 2007 bid (Convoy, Liverpool Adelphi) will be presented and
voted on at Concussion in Glasgow, as listed above.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Mariella Frostrup interviewed Joanne Harris of Chocolat
fame on BBC Radio 4’s Open Book, about the new Gollancz Fantasy
Masterworks edition of Something Wicked This Way Comes. Jimi Fallows
reports: “Harris kicked off by expressing regret that SWTWC was being
printed under the fantasy label, as it is much closer in content to real fiction.
Sadly, Mariella Frostrup did not take the chance here to point out the number
of other fine novels that could almost be called literature in the same imprint.
The fantastical element of Bradbury’s work was discussed with much
earnestness to protect his reputation as an author, culminating in this
devastating aside from Frostrup: ‘Some people even refer to him as a science
fiction author, however erroneous that may be.’ It’s still available to listen on
line, and well worth it for the particular emphasis of disdain that Mariella
lavishes on the sf word.”
2006 Hugo Nominations. NOVEL (430 ballots cast) Ken MacLeod, Learning
the World; George R.R. Martin, A Feast for Crows; John Scalzi, Old Man’s
War; Charles Stross, Accelerando; Robert Charles Wilson, Spin.
• NOVELLA (243) James Patrick Kelly, Burn; Kelly Link, “Magic for
Beginners”, (F&SF 9/05); Ian McDonald, “The Little Goddess”, (Asimov’s
6/05); Robert J. Sawyer, “Identity Theft” (Down These Dark Spaceways);
Connie Willis, “Inside Job” (Asimov’s 1/05).
• NOVELETTE (207) Paolo Bacigalupi, “The Calorie Man”, (F&SF 10/05);
Peter S. Beagle, “Two Hearts” (F&SF 10/05); Michael A. Burstein,
“TelePresence”, (Analog 7/05); Cory Doctorow, “I, Robot” (The Infinite
Matrix 2/05) Howard Waldrop, “The King of Where-I-Go” (SCI FICTION
12/05).
• SHORT (278) Michael A. Burstein, “Seventy-Five Years”, (Analog 1/05);
Dominic Green, “The Clockwork Atom Bomb” (Interzone 5/05); Margo
Lanagan, “Singing My Sister Down” (Black Juice); David D. Levine,
“Tk’tk’tk”, (Asimov’s 3/05); Mike Resnick, “Down Memory Lane”
(Asimov’s 4/05).
• RELATED BOOK (197) Mike Ashley, Transformations: The Story of the
Science Fiction Magazines from 1950 to 1970; David Langford, The SEX
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Column and Other Misprints; Gary Westfahl, ed, Science Fiction Quotations;
Kate Wilhelm, Storyteller: Writing Lessons and More from 27 Years of the
Clarion Writers’ Workshop; Gary K. Wolfe, Soundings: Reviews 1992-1996.
• DRAMATIC, LONG (364) Batman Begins; The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe; Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire; Serenity; The Curse of the
Were-Rabbit.
• DRAMATIC, SHORT (261) Battlestar Galactica “Pegasus”; Doctor Who
“Dalek”; Doctor Who “The Empty Child” & “The Doctor Dances”; Doctor
Who “Father’s Day”; Jack-Jack Attack; Lucas Back in Anger; Prix Victor
Hugo Awards Ceremony opening speech and framing sequences. (7 nominees
owing to a tie for fifth place. The last two were live performances at
Interaction.)
• PRO EDITOR (293) Ellen Datlow; David G. Hartwell; Stanley Schmidt;
Gordon Van Gelder; Sheila Williams.
• PRO ARTIST (230) Jim Burns, Bob Eggleton, Donato Giancola, Stephan
Martiniere, John Picacio, Michael Whelan. (6 nominees owing to a tie for
fifth place.)
• SEMIPROZINE (219) Ansible, Emerald City, Interzone, Locus, The New York
Review of SF.
• FANZINE (176) Banana Wings, Challenger, Chunga, File 770, Plokta.
• FAN WRITER (202) Claire Brialey, John Hertz, Dave Langford, Cheryl
Morgan, Steven H Silver.
• FAN ARTIST (154) Brad Foster, Teddy Harvia, Sue Mason, Steve Stiles,
Frank Wu.
• CAMPBELL AWARD (not a Hugo) (186) K.J. Bishop, Sarah Monette, Chris
Roberson, Brandon Sanderson, John Scalzi, Steph Swainston. (6 nominees
owing to a tie for fifth place.)
• 533 valid nomination ballots were cast, 434 on line and 99 by post or fax.
• This year’s special innovation, the Hugo for Best Interactive Video Game,
innovatively attracted too little interest and was thus innovatively dropped.
• The traditional magazine/anthology slant in Pro Editor continues: Patrick
Nielsen Hayden acquired three of the five novel finalists for Tor and edited
two, but still didn’t make this shortlist.
As Others See Us II. Adam Rogers of Wired soaked up the ambience of a
Neil Gaiman signing at the 92nd Street Y in New York: “Whenever Gaiman
appears, geeks of every type turn out in droves: beautiful goth girls with oilblack hair and cherry-red lips, overweight comics nerds (with dates),
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underweight comics nerds (with dates), science fiction obsessives, manga
fanatics.” (Wired, April) [MMW]
• On Alexander Korda: “The film Things to Come in 1936 was science fiction
and yet prophetic.” (Francine Stock, The Archive Hour, Radio 4). [DG]
R.I.P. Ronald Anthony Cross (1937-2006), US author whose first sf story
appeared in 1973, died in early March. Since 1994 he had published several
volumes of his “Eternal Guardians” fantasy series. [L]
• Dan Curtis (1928-2006), Hollywood producer/director who created the tv
series Dark Shadows (1966-1971), died on 27 March; he was 77. [AIP]
• Ivor Cutler (1923-2006), surrealist Scots writer and singer whose eccentric
stories often had a flavour of fantasy, died on 3 March aged 83. Story
collections include Cock-a-doodle-don’t, Gruts and Fremsley. He appeared
as Buster Bloodvessel in the Beatles film Magical Mystery Tour.
• Nancy A. Dibble (1942-2006), US author and fan who in the 1970s and
1980s published sf as Ansen Dibell, died on 7 March. She was 63. [SFWA]
• David Feintuch (1944-2006), US author best known for his popular
“Seafort” series of Hornblower-in-space sf adventures that began in 1994
with Midshipman’s Hope, died from a heart attack on 16 March. He was 61.
The first Seafort novels won him the 1996 John W. Campbell award for best
new writer. [PDF]
• Richard Fleischer (1916-2006), Hollywood director whose first major film
was 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea (1954), died on 25 March aged 89. His
other genre films include Fantastic Voyage, Dr Dolittle (the 1967 original),
and Soylent Green.
• Stanislaw Lem (1921-2006), not only Poland’s greatest science fiction
author but one whose sf greatness was recognized worldwide, died on 27
March; he was 84. [TW] His books sold more than 27 million copies, with
translations into over 40 languages. The twice-filmed Solaris embodied his
favourite theme of the unfathomability of the alien, also explored in The
Invincible, His Master’s Voice and others. Lem’s lighter side, dazzlingly
rather than dourly intellectual, was seen in such works as The Cyberiad, The
Futurological Congress and The Star Diaries, whose wordplay was
brilliantly translated by Michael Kandel. Several of his speculative “non-fact”
essays were worthy of Borges. He gave up writing sf, and indeed fiction, in
1989.
• John Morressy (1930-2006), US academic and author who published many
sf and (latterly) fantasy novels since his 1971 sf debut in F&SF, died on 25
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March aged 76. [AIP]
Business Presentations of Yore. “Every moment spent in rapport with
Firesong moving the proto-Gate toward the new Vale was a moment spent in
constant battle to keep the Power-point on the right course.” (Mercedes
Lackey, Winds of Change, 1992) [TMcD]
De Mortuis. The 1976 Stanislaw Lem/SFWA controversy features in some
obits – nowhere more blandly than on the SFWA site, from which you’d
never guess that Lem’s unflattering comments on Western sf and SFWA
attitudes caused splenetic internal debate that led to his being booted out on a
technicality: “Lem was an honorary member of Science Fiction and Fantasy
Writers of America until his work was published in the United States and he
was eligible for regular membership. He was disappointed with the loss of
honorary membership and felt it was due to the controversial nature of some
of his work.”
• John Clute puts it differently in The Independent: “... he thought British and
American science fiction was spoiled, spineless, frivolous and intellectually
void. His expression of these views in the 1970s caused the withdrawal of an
honorary membership in the Science Fiction Writers of America, a personal
slight and intellectual insult he never forgave.”
As Others See Us III. News of the “Trek Passions” on-line dating service
aroused inevitable mirth and rhetoric of great originality, for example at
Popwatch: “I’d always assumed Star Trek fans reproduced asexually, like
tribbles, but apparently they find love the way the rest of us do: on the
Internet. If you like candlelit dinners, moonlight strolls, and debating whether
or not Farscape was a better show than Babylon 5, then Trek Passions is the
personals site for you.” [DK]
Publishers and Sinners. Amazing Stories magazine, launched in 1926 by
Hugo Gernsback, has at last been officially cancelled by its current owner
Paizo Publishing after 14 months of “hiatus”.
Outraged Letters. Steve Green is concerned: “Has anyone got around to
organizing a service of condolence for Malcolm Edwards, following his
omission from the Observer’s list of ‘The 50 Most Influential People in
British Publishing’?”
• Mike Moorcock grumbles: “Some buggers have hacked MOORCOCK’S
MISCELLANY, my website containing bibliographical, biographical, illustrative
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and sound and vision archives – the works – and it’s down until we come up
with some better defendable software – i.e. the foreseeable future. Appears to
be the work of aggressive hobbit-habit fiends who don’t like my opinions.
Natural democrats, those people. So for the time being the site’s down and I
can be contacted either via Jonathan Cape by regular mail, or via my agent,
Howard Morhaim.” The afflicted www.multiverse.org site now links to a
temporary message board for exiled Moorcock fans. MM continues: “At least
it kicked me out of the low level depression I’ve been in since being back in
Texas. Just allergies and lassitude and misery at being in this cultural
wasteland which seems to get worse rather than better. I prefer a bit of
trouble, I suppose. SF Weekly have me ‘attacking’ US publishers. For the
record it was a grumble they turned into a story.”
Thog’s Blurb Masterclass. Faint Praise Dept, from David Bergamini’s
Venus Development (1976): “Adventure beyond even Space: 1999!” [BA]
Fanfundery. TAFF. The TransAtlantic Fan Fund voting deadline on 27 May
has moved from midnight to 9pm British Summer Time (USA: 1pm Pacific
Daylight Time). Votes will be counted and the winner announced at a
London mini-convention that day – see above. All three candidates, Bridget
Bradshaw, ½r Cruttenden, and Mike “Sparks” Rennie, have approved this
change.
• The League of Fan Funds welcomes any good auction material that
Eastercon attendees care to bring to Glasgow.
Small Press. Light’s List (21th ed, 2006) appeared in March, as usual giving
bare details of many English-language small press mags worldwide. 1531
entries; 90pp+covers. £4 inc post (£6/$12 overseas) to Photon Press, 37 The
Meadows, Berwick-upon-Tweed, TD15 1NY.
C.o.A. Peter Coleborn, 36 Town End, Cheadle, Staffs, ST10 1PF.
SF Hall of Fame. To be inducted (as they call it) in June 2006: Frank Kelly
Freas, Frank Herbert, George Lucas, and Anne McCaffrey.
Random Fandom. Schirm (Marc Schirmeister) won the 2005 Rotsler Award
for general splendidness in fan art.
• Steve Stiles, the 1968 TAFF delegate, has a surprise for us: “This is to
announce that I’ve finished my TAFF Report, which concludes with the
145th chapter. Entitled Harrison Country: The Cutty Sark Affair, or TAFF
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Report At Sea, it will appear in the next Chunga. / Like previous chapters,
this is a historically accurate document, although Phyllis Eisenstein mentions
that I left out the wooden women – story of my life, I’m afraid.”
Hideous Gaffes! We apologize to Martin Morse Wooster for omitting the
explanation that the [MMW] credit in A224, which might have stood for
almost anything, referred to Martin Morse Wooster.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Heat Quanta. “... The temperature in the oval
control chamber started to climb rapidly, at first half a degree at a time, then
in jumps of five and ten degrees ...” (Con Steffanson [Ron Goulart], The Lion
Men of Mongo, 1974) [BA]
• Pathetic Fallacy Dept. “The air grew so thick with tension that even the
wind outside backed off to a safe distance.” (Greg Vilk, Golem, 2005)
• Dept of Persistent Engrams. “Doug fought the memory. It had happened
before he’d been born.” (Ben Bova, Moonwar, 1997) [AR]
• Arcane Similarity Dept. “Daren was as randy as Kero was discreet. ... We’re
too much alike.” (Mercedes Lackey, By the Sword, 1991) [TMcD]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 7 Apr: Les Edwards talks to the Brum Group, Britannia Hotel,
New St, Birmingham. 7.30pm for 8pm. £3 members, £4 non-members.
Forthcoming talks: 12 May, Storm Constantine; 9 June, Jim Burns.
• 13 Apr: Resurgence of Trout (Glasgow): pre-Eastercon meeting, Ingram
Bar, Queen St. 7pm. Also Word Dogs story reading from 8pm, avoidable by
those preferring social chat:
http://community.livejournal.com/glasgow_fen/5811.html
Random Links. Eileen Gunn’s The Infinite Matrix, in limbo since the end of
2005, surprised the world with a new issue in April:
http://www.infinitematrix.net/
(Further links in my own contribution there.)
More Letters in response to Ansible 224....
• David A. Hardy, wearing his awesome hat as European Vice President of
the International Association of Astronomical Artists, leaps to the defence of
Lynette Cook: “We are all space artists, although many of us, like myself,
also do SF art and are big fans of SF too. There is an organisation for SF
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artists, the ASFA, so we make the distinction that the work we do is based
squarely on facts (as currently believed), and is ‘not science fiction’. We do
this, not in the same way as many of the hideous cases you report in books,
films, TV, etc. under ‘As Others See Us’, but in order to allow the public to
distinguish our work, which often contains a great deal of research and
factual data, rather than (just) pure imagination. Ie., I’m just saying ‘Please
don’t start lumping us in with that lot!’ [...] I’m sure that Lynette would be
the first to acknowledge ACC’s (or Carl Sagan’s) part in suggesting such
lifeforms on a gas giant, and would not for a moment claim that they are
‘known fact’ (even if it came over that way in the interview) – just reasonable
scientific hypothesis.”
• Jennie Kermode knows where to find the missing ingredient: “Those
interested in recreating the puppet shows of Steve Cockayne’s father may be
interested to know that tinned pickled gherkins can be ordered from the
following sites:
http://www.zuccato.it/en/gherkins.html
http://www.spreewald-feldmann.de/german/produkte/emailanfrage.htm”
• C.E. Petit, lawyer to the great and good of sf, does not wish to be quoted
directly but conveys that unspecified complications (including though not
limited to trademark laws and the need to defend one’s marks) made it
necessary for Harlan Ellison to ask that the Dangerous Visions bookshop
should change its name.
Editorial. Everyone’s been saying “See you in Glasgow,” but unfortunately I
can’t make it to Eastercon this year. Too much work, too little time.... Have
fun, you lucky people, and thanks very much for all the Hugo nominations.
Group Gropes: Stop Press. The London First Thursday meeting today (6
April) had to be relocated in haste to the Printers Devil owing to a double
booking by the Melton Mowbray pub. Normality should be restored next
month. Any further updates will appear at:
http://news.ansible.co.uk/london.html
Ansible 225 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2006. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Paul Di Filippo, David Garnett, Dan Kimmel, Locus, Tim McDaniel, Kevin
Mantle, Andrew I. Porter, Adam Roberts, Tanaqui Weaver, Martin Morse
Wooster, and our Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group News), Janice
Murray (N America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Australia). 6 Apr 06.
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Ansible 226, May 2006
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
Web ansible.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X
(online). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Sue Mason. Available for SAE or Old
Syrian Panther Sweat.
Concussion in Glasgow. Everybody has been saying what a fine Eastercon
this proved to be, and how silly I was to miss it. Grr.
• BSFA Awards. Novel: Geoff Ryman, Air. Short: Kelly Link, “Magic for
Beginners”. Art: Pawel Lewandowski, Interzone 200 cover. Nonfiction
(chosen by expert judges rather than popular vote): Gary K. Wolfe,
Soundings.
• Also presented: the Richard Evans award (for active authors whose
commercial success hasn’t matched their critical acclaim) went to Pat
Cadigan, and the Doc Weir Award (for unsung services to fandom) to Steve
Lawson.
• Further Eastercons. Convoy (Liverpool) won the bidding for 2007 and
Orbital (Heathrow) for 2008, both unopposed. See below.
• Newsletters went on line during Eastercon, and can still be read at
www.connewsletter.co.uk. 600 attendees were reported by Saturday evening;
the last issue noted that – as a change from drinking the bar dry – fans had
eaten the hotel out of butter and ketchup.

The Fortress of Shadows
M.M. Buckner’s War Surf won the Philip K. Dick Award for best original
paperback published in the USA in 2005. A special citation also went to
Justina Robson for her Natural History. [GVG]
George W. Bush is a skiffy fan, it says here: “A book that the President did
eventually read and endorse is a pulp science-fiction novel: State of Fear, by
Michael Crichton. Bush was so excited by the story, which pictures global
warming as a hoax perpetrated by power-mad environmentalists, that he
invited the author to the Oval Office.” A visit which “was not made public
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for fear of outraging environmentalists all the more.” (David Remnick,
“Ozone Man”, New Yorker, 24 Apr) [GVG]
Jeffrey Ford was a winner in the 2006 Edgar [Allan Poe] crime fiction
awards, with Girl in the Glass as best paperback original.
Lori Jareo, not previously a name to conjure with in Ansible circles, wrote a
Star Wars novel called Another Hope and produced it through her own POD
outfit, Wordtech. Lacking any authorization from Lucasfilm, the novel was of
course shown only to family and friends. As Jareo explained in an interview:
“I wrote this book for myself. This is a self-published story and is not a
commercial book. Yes, it is for sale on Amazon, but only my family, friends
and acquaintances know it’s there.” The incorrectness of that final clause was
demonstrated by a flood of gibbering Amazon review comments, much
discussion on Making Light and other weblogs, the rapid vanishing of Ms
Jareo’s website, and (soon after) an Amazon decision that THIS TITLE IS
CURRENTLY NOT AVAILABLE.
Harry Harrison was honoured at Eurocon 2006 with a European Grand
Master award; another went to Arkady and Boris Strugatsky.
Anne McCaffrey anatomized the 2006 SF Hall of Fame inductions: “I’m
delighted to be put in the same company as Andre Norton, Gordie Dickson
and Isaac Asimov. [...] I never thought it could happen, since I’ve admired all
three as stars in the fundament of our genre.” [DGH]
Geoff Ryman won his second Arthur C. Clarke Award bookend, plus a
£2006 cheque, for Air. This follows his BSFA, Sunburst and Tiptree awards
for the same novel. The 2006 Clarke event on 26 April had plenty of
auditorium space in the Apollo Cinema, Regent Street, and the little tubs of
ice cream were much appreciated. So were the copious pre-award drinks and
snacks, served in a tiny, futuristic and incredibly noisy bar; no one seemed
able to do anything about the canned music. There was a surprise
presentation of an extra ACCA bookend to retiring administrator Paul
Kincaid, who revealed that the judges’ deliberations that afternoon had gone
on for longer (by five minutes) than ever before. The new administrator is
Paul Billinger. Congratulations to Geoff on becoming another ACCA overachiever like Pat “Two-Bookends” Cadigan and China “Two-Bookends”
Miéville.
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Jane Yolen writes: “My darling husband of 44 years (and 46 years together)
David Stemple, died on March 22 after a long and gallant battle with cancer.
He had a lovely final day, in which he worked with his poetry group, then
managed to eat in the kitchen (something he hadn’t done in days). Then he
went back to bed. He knew our granddaughters were safely out of the house,
and so closed his eyes and went into a deep sleep from which he could not be
roused. I held his hand and stroked his head, and as son Adam played through
‘Jamie Across the Water’ twice, I told David he could go across the water,
that we all loved him and knew how hard he’d fought. After the last strum of
the guitar, he took five shuddering breaths – and was gone.”

Contraprop
8 May • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Top floor, 6:30pm. With
Pat Cadigan, Tom Arden and Deirdre Counihan. Forthcoming in June:
Justina Robson, Adam Roberts. July: Amanda Hemingway.
13 May • BSFA/SF Foundation open sf event (including AGMs), Conway
Hall, 25 Red Lion Square, London, WC1. 10am-5pm. Free to all. With
Stephen Baxter, Bruce Sterling, and Juliet E. McKenna.
16 May • Bruce Sterling Rants at SPACE Media Arts, 129-131 Mare St,
Hackney, London, E8 3RH. 7pm. Free – no advance bookings. Contact:
heather at spacestudios org uk; phone 0208 525 4339.
24 May • BSFA Open Meeting, upstairs in The Star, West Halkin Mews,
London, SW1. 5pm onward. With Rog Peyton.
27 May • plokta.con pi, Horseshoe Inn, 26 Melior Street, London, SE1 3QP
(not far from London Bridge Station). 12 noon - 12 midnight. £3 reg, students
£2.50; all proceeds to League of Fan Funds causes. A mini-convention on the
TAFF deadline day, at which the 2006 TAFF result will be announced – see
“Fanfundery” below.
2 Jun • British Fantasy Society open night, Devereux pub, Essex St, off the
Strand, London. 6.30pm onwards. All welcome. Future BFS pub meetings
are expected on 1 Sep and, provisionally, 8 Dec.
4-6 Aug • MeCon 9, Queen’s Elms Centre, Malone Rd, Belfast. Now
£18/€27 reg; £20/€30 at door. $5/€8 supp. Cheques to QUB Science Fiction
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& Fantasy Society. Contact: 99 Malone Rd, Belfast, BT9 6SP
6-9 Apr 07 • Convoy (Eastercon), Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool. GoH Judith
Clute, Peter Dickinson, Robin McKinley, and Sharyn November. £45 reg,
£22.50 supp, rising 1 Jul 06. Contact Convoy, 81 Western Rd, London, E13
9JE. Time is tighter than usual: “Due to no bid last year this is a one year bid,
so we ask people to join as soon as possible.”
21-23 Sep 07 • Eurocon 2007, Valby Medborgerhus, Copenhagen, Denmark.
GoH David A. Hardy, Anne McCaffrey, more TBA. Rates until 1 Jan 07:
DKK100, £10, €15, $18, NOK100, SEK 130. See the website at
www.eurocon2007.dk for contact and bank transfer details.
21-24 Mar 08 • Orbital (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow,
London. GoH Neil Gaiman, Tanith Lee, China Miéville, Charles Stross, and
Rog Peyton (fan). £35 reg, rising to £45 on 1 Jun 06. Contact 8 Windmill
Close, Epsom, Surrey, KT17 3AL.
?? 08 • Eurocon 2008 will be held in Moscow, Russia. More TBA.
Rumblings • Year of the Teledu product recall: “Anyone who bought a
promotional t-shirt from YotT dealers table at Eastercon is invited to contact
us for maintenance instructions and a replacement.” • L.A.con IV (Worldcon
2006) celebrates the fortieth anniversary of Star Trek, first shown Sep 1966.
Wait for 2013 and Dr Who’s fiftieth....

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Interviewer: “Were you a big sci-fi fan before [Dr
Who]?” Billie Piper: “Not really. But when I read the scripts, I found it was a
great balance between sci-fi, which can be a bit detached, and real, genuine,
emotions.” (BBC Top of the Pops Magazine, 19 Apr) [JG]
• James Dyson of vacuum cleaner fame declares “... a loathing of Dr Who. I
don’t like science fiction, I like the real thing and there’s a pretentiousness
about Dr Who that I couldn’t stand.” (Independent, 16 Apr)
Nebula Awards. NOVEL Joe Haldeman, Camouflage. NOVELLA Kelly Link,
“Magic for Beginners”. NOVELETTE Kelly Link, “The Faery Handbag”. SHORT
Carol Emshwiller, “I Live with You”. SCRIPT Joss Whedon, Serenity.
• ANDRE NORTON AWARD (YA; first presentation) Holly Black, Valiant: A
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Modern Tale of Faerie.
• DAMON KNIGHT MEMORIAL GRAND MASTER AWARD (previously announced)
Harlan Ellison for lifetime achievement; William F. Nolan as Author
Emeritus. [SFWA]
R.I.P. Lisa A. Barnett (1958-2006), US fantasy author who published three
novels in collaboration with her partner Melissa Scott, died from cancer on 2
May. [JS]
• Janet Figg (née Shepherd, 1957-2005), UK fan who worked on many
Eastercons and both Glasgow Worldcons, died from cancer on 27 December;
she was 48. Mike Figg writes: “She carried on living life to the full right up
until the end and passed away peacefully at home in the company of good
friends.”
• Diane Marchant, Australian fan who in 1972 formed the Aussie Star Trek
Welcommittee with Jacqueline Lichtenberg, and in 1974 published the first
known “K/S” (slash) fan fiction, died from pancreatic cancer on 5 April.
[AIP]
• Muriel Spark (1918-2006), major UK novelist whose work sometimes had a
sinisterly fantastic flavour, died on 13 April aged 88. Her Encyclopedia of
Fantasy entry cites several borderline-supernatural novels, of which The
Ballad of Peckham Rye (1960) is the best known.
• Kurt von Trojan (1937-2006), Australian author of The Transing Syndrome
(1985) and The Atrocity Shop (1998), died on 22 March after a very short
fight against cancer. The week before his death, Altair Australia Books
presented him with his last published book, a collection of his award winning
and some new stories, When I Close My Eyes. It was the day of his 69th
birthday. [RNS]
• Angus Wells (1943-2006), UK sf and fantasy writer and former book
editor), died in a fire at his house on the night of 11 April. [CP] Early genre
novels were the tv sf tie-in Star Maidens (1977) as by Ian Evans, and the
fantasy Swordsmistress of Chaos (1978) with Robert Holdstock, opening the
“Raven” sequence to which Wells contributed two solo novels. Later fantasy
series are “Book of the Kingdoms”, “Godwars” and “Exiles”; his last book
was the non-series Yesterday’s Kings (2001). In the mid-1970s he edited
several “Best Of” sf collections showcasing individual authors.
As Others See Us II. Charlie (Eternal Sunshine ...) Kaufman issues the usual
disclaimer about Philip K. Dick: “‘Dick has certainly been very influential on
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my work,’ Kaufman admits. ‘I like the fact that his science fiction isn’t really
science fiction at all.’” (Sight & Sound interview by Jamie Russell, Nov
2004) [AM]
• How to rescue Stanislaw Lem’s reputation: “... there is nothing remotely
sci-fi about his plots. Even in the Pirx series, which is set in space or on
distant planets, the story is always driven by something else: a moral
dilemma, a logical paradox or a detective-style mystery.” (Moscow Times
letter, 3 Apr) [NH]
Get Carter. Hardcover Theatre of Minneapolis adapts works that are safely
in the public domain. Their latest, opening this month, is Edgar Rice
Burroughs’s A Princess of Mars (1912; book version 1917). But the very rich
Burroughs estate has a cunning plan. The character John Carter was
trademarked for a 1950s comic, and though this trademark was specific to the
comic, the estate wants $1,000. (Minneapolis Star Tribune) [DL] Ansible
suggests that Hardcover should play safe by changing the hero’s name to
John PublicDomainYouGreedyBastards.
Outraged Letters. Andy Sawyer enjoyed Samit Basu’s 2001 fantasy spoof
The Simoqin Prophecies, featuring much strange homage: “The Guild of
Superb Heroes was a group of people from all over the world, who had
gathered in Kol to unite against the forces of Danh-Gem. Dressed in
outlandish costumes, they would tell tall tales of their own exploits, and
proudly proclaim that Kol was safe even if the Hero of Simoquin never
actually turned up. Led by the Man of Reinforced Iron, a former champion of
the WAK, and his brother, a trapeze artist named The Skimmer, they gave the
people of Kol occasional hope and frequent mirth. Children ran home and
told their parents about the mighty Thog the Barbarian, and a sumo wrestler
from east Xi’en who painted himself purple and called himself the
Unbelievable Bulk.”
• Keith Walker grumbles that the British Fantasy Society is “re-inventing its
history” with a claim that the late lamented Ken Bulmer was the first BFS
president: “This is I suspect yet another mental aberration of my bete noir
Peter Coleborn who when he doesn’t know something merely confabulates.
[...] It was as first BFS President that I was dragged to the BFS AGM and my
first convention. At that first AGM I handed over the Presidency to Ramsey
Campbell ...” Ken Bulmer’s presidency followed Ramsey’s.
Black Books. Kazuo Ishiguro’s Clarke-nominated novel Never Let Me Go is
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shortlisted for a James Tait Black Memorial Award.
Fanfundery. TAFF. Don’t forget the 27 May deadline. Vote early and
restrain yourself from voting often. See plokta.con pi above.
• ENFF? Interaction (Worldcon 2005) hopes to sponsor a one-off trip from
Europe to the Nippon 2007 Worldcon. But await a full announcement with a
call for nominations before planning your campaign.... [CB]
C.o.A. Sydney J. Bounds (from 5 May), 6 Haygate Court, Haygate Road,
Wellington, Telford, Shropshire, TF1 1SR.
As Others See Us III. Kevin Brownlow on High Treason (1928), “The film
is remarkably prophetic in some ways, yet also naïve, as science fiction
invariably is.” (David Lean: A Biography, 1997) [GD]
• On BBC Radio 4’s Quote Unquote (2 Apr) The War of the Worlds was cited
as containing possibly the first mention of a motor car in literature, causing
Nigel Rees to reply with enormous wit: “It depends, of course, on what you
mean by literature”. How we all laughed. Perhaps surprisingly, Brian Sewell
leapt to H.G. Wells’s defence. [DK]
Small Press. Science Fiction Chronicle merged with its DNA fiction
stablemate Absolute Magnitude for the Feb/Mar 2006 issue. Warren Lapine’s
editorial reveals: “For the next six to twelve months we plan to combine SFC
with our fiction magazines on a rotating basis. Next month we’ll combine
SFC with Dreams of Decadence, the month after that SFC will combine with
Fantastic Stories, and then we’ll start all over again with Absolute
Magnitude.” Payment for all these magazines is being standardized at a tasty
“one to five cents per word”; as a result, “Science Fiction Chronicle will once
again be eligible for the Best Semi-Professional Hugo Award for 2006.”
[GRM] SFC became just Chronicle to avoid confusion with the San
Francisco Chronicle, but quietly restored “Science Fiction” to its title in the
Dec/Jan 2006 issue.
Thog’s Astronomy Masterclass. “The Moon is only about one-quarter of
the size of Earth. It does not spin on its axis so it keeps the same face towards
the Sun at all times.” (Lynn D. Newton, Meeting the standards in primary
science – A guide to the ITT NC, 2000)
Bram Stoker Shortlist. NOVEL David Morrell, Creepers; Charlee Jacob,
Dread in the Beast; Gary Braunbeck, Keepers; Tom Piccirilli, November
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Mourns.
• ANTHOLOGY Julia and R.J. Sevin, Corpse Blossoms; Del Howison & Jeff
Gelb, Dark Delicacies; Nancy Holder & Nancy Kilpatrick, Outsiders;
Stephen Jones, Weird Shadows Over Innsmouth.
• COLLECTION Chuck Palahniuk, Haunted; China Miéville, Looking for Jake;
Kelly Link, Magic for Beginners; Joe Hill, Twentieth Century Ghosts.
• NONFICTION Sam Weller, The Bradbury Chronicle; Stephen Jones & Kim
Newman, Horror: Another 100 Best Books; Loren Rhoads, Morbid Curiosity
#9; Michael McCarty, More Giants of the Genre; Rhonda Wilcox, Why Buffy
Matters: The Art of “Buffy The Vampire Slayer”;
• LIFE ACHIEVEMENT Peter Straub. See www.horror.org for other categories.
Random Fandom. Harry Bell appeared on Balderdash and Piffle (BBC2, 17
Apr), thrilling OED researchers with an early print appearance of the word
“balti” in a Silicon 6 progress report from 1982.
• Ellen Datlow, Eileen Gunn, Martin Hoare and others were photographed in
protective overalls at the Chernobyl reactor – all part of the Eurocon
experience.
• Eastercon Horror. Several Concussion attendees suffered from a nasty
gastric bug. Its effects gave Martin Easterbrook a mild heart attack; he was
taken to Glasgow’s Western Infirmary and kept in until the Wednesday after
the con. John Jarrold, also stricken, couldn’t MC the awards ceremony as
planned: “Bloody hell. I felt awful about letting people down. Claire Brialey
has done a wonderful job as BSFA Awards Administrator over the last three
years, ably supported by Mark Plummer, and I was very sorry not to be able
to say that, and thank her personally for her tireless efforts. / I was on the
mineral water all weekend, because of a dozen meetings with agency clients,
some of whom I was meeting for the first time. Chaz Brenchley noted the
irony of getting a stomach bug in those circumstances ...”
• Harry Turner was in hospital in April; a get-well card was organized at
Eastercon. [CB]
• Martin Morse Wooster ingratiated himself by quoting your editor in his
Stanislaw Lem appraisal for the Wall Street Journal on 8 April.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Uncertain Albedo. “Her shining hair absorbs all
light.” (Joan D. Vinge, World’s End, 1984) [BA]
• Sheepish Metaphor Dept. “The big destrier liked fire no more than Sandor
Clegane had, but the horse was easier to cow.” (George R.R. Martin, A Clash
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of Kings, 1998) [DG]
• Neat Tricks Dept. “I left him scratching his head with the circuit board
wrapped up in the spare shirt in my backpack.” (Brian Rideout, “Pupate” in
Neometropolis, June 2005) [DL]
• Dept of Understatement. “Lancinations of unendurable ecstasy ravened
through his consciousness, starbursts of warring sensory impulses that
slipped once more to coherent phenomena, an instant before his mind
shattered to follow into final chaos.” (Karl Edward Wagner, “The Dark
Muse”, 1975) [BA]
• Miss Manners Dept. “The dragon’s drool splat upon the verdant ground, a
hiss of steam spiraling up in its wake.” (Michele Hauf, Seraphim, 2004)
[BMS]
• Dept of Martial Arts Truisms. “It is obviously impossible for an unarmed
man to kill a bigger one with his bare hands.” (Margaret St. Clair, The Games
of Neith, 1960) [BA]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 12 May: Storm Constantine talks to the Brum Group about
her small press, Immanion. Britannia Hotel, New St, Birmingham. 7.30pm
for 8pm. £3 members, £4 non-members. Forthcoming: 9 June, Jim Burns; 14
July, TBA; 1 August, social evening.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page:
http://news.ansible.co.uk/ansilink.html
Ansible 226 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2006. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Claire Brialey, Gary Dalkin, David Goldfarb, Gollancz (who reissued The
Wyrdest Link in April), John Goodridge, Niall Harrison, David G. Hartwell,
David Kennedy, Denny Lien, Dave Linton, Alasdair Montgomery, George R.
Morgan, Andrew I. Porter, Chris Priest, Brian M. Scott, Joyce Scrivner,
Robert N. Stephenson, Gordon Van Gelder, and our Hero Distributors: Rog
Peyton (Brum Group), Janice Murray (N. America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart
(Australia). 7 May 06.
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The Green Flame Torch
Douglas Adams is not the only name to be dropped in this Times review of a
“fanta-sci-historico-romp” by Jim Younger: “As much as The Times
disapproves of lazy ‘X-meets-Y’ descriptions, it is not inappropriate to
suggest that reading High John the Conqueror is like watching a Douglas
Adams-scripted episode of Monty Python’s Flying Circus, in which Terry
Pratchett and Irvine Welsh wrestle, naked, and Raymond Chandler keeps the
score.” (Tom Gatti, Times, 20 May) [JB] Ansible is now trying quite hard not
to visualize this spectacle.
Stephen Baxter is all starry-eyed: “I’ve been invited to become a Vice
President of the H.G. Wells Society. This is alongside Aldiss, Clarke,
Michael Foot (!) and various academics. It’s a pleasant bit of recognition
from one lot of peers. And as Sir A.C. Clarke and I are respectively President
and VP of the BSFA, it’s good to have this bit of continuity with the
granddaddy of the genre. Mind you I suppose it would be bigger news if H.G.
Wells had become a VP of the Stephen Baxter Society.” Steve is now
practising the Wellsian sound effect which a contributor has commended to
Thog’s attention: “Coot’s characteristic cough – a sound rather more like a
very, very old sheep a quarter of a mile away being blown to pieces by a
small charge of gunpowder than anything else in the world ...” (H.G. Wells,
Kipps, 1905) [O]
Lionel Fanthorpe has inspired a Write-Alike Contest, with prizes for both
new work and rewrites of existing works in his famed Badger Books style.
$10 fee per entry (600 words maximum), to the Susan C. Petrey Fund, 2870
NE Hogan Dr, Ste. E, pmb455, Gresham, OR 97030, USA. Proceeds to SCP
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Clarion Scholarship Fund. Deadline 10 October.
Henry Gee speaks of himself in the third person: “Contributions to Futures,
Nature’s award-winning series of SF short-shorts, have hitherto been by
invitation only. But Henry Gee, who edits the series, has had a change of
heart – from now on, contributions will be welcome from anyone. Just get in
touch with Henry at h.gee [at] nature.com, preferably with a pitch or an
inquiry in the first instance, so the parameters of Futures (such as they are)
can be explained. The proviso will be, of course, that the probability of
getting a story accepted will probably be even less than having a real research
paper accepted by Nature.”
Paul Kincaid is to receive the 2006 Thomas D. Clareson Award, given by
the Science Fiction Research Association for “outstanding service activities –
promotion of SF teaching and study, reviewing, editorial writing, publishing,
organizing meetings, mentoring [and] leadership in SF/fantasy
organizations.” Presentation on 24 June. [FM]
John Norman had lots of UK news coverage in May, as police investigated a
‘cult’ acting out Gor-based fantasies of sexual submission in Darlington.
Although the real story seemed to be that baffled police gnashed their teeth
on finding that no actual crime was involved, the drooling headlines were
fun: “Gor blimey! Subservient cult is unleashed on Darlington” (Guardian);
“Officers discover sex-slave cult” (BBC); “Sex slavery sect operating in
suburbia” and “Teen on a tight leash runs away to live with sadomasochistic
cult” (Times); “Sex slave cult uncovered in Darlington” (Telegraph), etc, etc.
Darlingtonians of Gor! [E]
Kurt Vonnegut has been much misunderstood, says this article on the
ubiquitous Charlie Kaufman: “There are traces of other writers too, older
writers such as Kurt Vonnegut, whose fingerprints seem to be all over
‘Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind.’ Vonnegut was misread when he was
younger, labeled a science-fiction writer because his work took place in the
future or involved speculative realities, when in fact this was just a strategy to
address his themes.” Of course mere sf authors could never do that. (David L.
Ulin, LA Times, 16 May) [PH]

Conchiolin
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Until 11 Jun • Day of the Triffids art show by Christopher Campbell, StART
SPACE, 150 Colombia Road, Shoreditch. “The paintings are far from
fantastical; they depict a believable and desolate scenario. / There is
emptiness in the works; they are home to neither human nor triffid.” Yes, this
interpretation is so respectable that it contains no triffids.
12 Jun • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Top floor, 6:30pm. With
Pat Cadigan, Justina Robson, Adam Roberts.
28 Jun • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star, W Halkin Mews, London, SW1.
6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Keith Brooke, Molly Brown.
3 Jul • Royal Society Annual Open Evening, 6-9 Carlton House Tce (tube:
Piccadilly Circus). From 6pm. Free. Exhibits include “Mind-reading
machines” and “Invisibility at the flick of a switch”.
4-6 Aug • MeCon 9, Queen’s Elms Centre, Malone Rd, Belfast. £18/€27 reg;
£20/€30 at door. $5/€8 supp. Cheques to QUB Science Fiction & Fantasy
Society. Contact: 99 Malone Rd, Belfast, BT9 6SP.
18-20 Aug • Discworld Convention IV, Hanover International Hotel,
Hinckley, Leics. £50 reg to 31 Jul 06. Contact PO Box 102, Royston, Herts,
SG8 7ZJ ... or info@dwcon.org.
23-27 Aug • L.A.con IV (64th Worldcon), Anaheim, California. $175 reg
until 1 Jul; $200 at door. Day memberships now available: $50 Wed, $60
Sun, other days $75. Contact L.A.con IV, c/o SCIFI Inc, PO Box 8442, Van
Nuys, CA 91409, USA.
25-27 May 2007 • Confounding Tales! (crime/sf/horror pulp), Normandy
Hotel, Glasgow. £35 reg (£40 from 10 Apr 07), £15 child 6-15, £10 supp.
Contact 66 High St, Stewarton, East Ayrshire, KA3 5DY.
? 2007 • Year of the Teledu, date/venue still TBA. £35 reg, £5 “pre-supp”.
Contact 14 Endsleigh Gdns, Beeston, Nottingham, NG9 2HJ,

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Paul Riddell discusses the MOD’s UFO-debunking
“Project Condign” report, and ponders the implications of there being no
intelligent life elsewhere: “Well, for a start, we will no longer have to read
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science fiction, the entire marketing strategy for which is based on the
nostrum that truth is stranger than fiction and that all this stuff will probably
come true one day.” (The Scotsman, 9 May) Oh dearie me. One small
consolation for this vanishing of the whole genre: “Scientology [...] will be
rendered literally meaningless, based as it is on the theory that human life on
Earth began when our ancestors jetted in from another planet.” [SK]
• BBC reporter James King explains the inwardness of Richard (Donnie
Darko) Kelly’s new film Southland Tales: “Don’t expect aliens from outer
space. It’s sci-fi with brains ...”
Publishers & Sinners. Hachette Livre, owners of Little, Brown Book Group
(formerly Time Warner Book Group) and its Orbit sf/fantasy imprint, plan to
launch Orbit USA and Orbit Australia within 12-18 months. Tim Holman,
Orbit UK publishing director, will coordinate the launch from New York and
return to London when the new imprints are established.
R.I.P. Peter Bryant (1923-2006), UK TV producer of The Tomb of the
Cybermen, The Web of Fear, and eight further 1960s Doctor Who series
starring Patrick Troughton, died on 19 May. [GW]
• Seamus Cullen (1927-?2006), pseudonymous US-born author of the
bizarrely erotic Astra and Flondrix (1976) and other fantasies, seems to have
died. Mail to his Eire address has been returned, stamped DECEASED; a local
postmistress confirms his terminal cancer though not as yet his death. [MA]
• Paul Gleason (1944-2006), US film/TV actor whose genre credits included
the 1975 Doc Savage movie, died on 27 May, He was 62. [Correction:
though claiming the 1944 birth date, he was born in 1939 and died at 67.]
• Val Guest (1911-2006), UK-born film writer, director and producer
responsible for The Quatermass Xperiment (1955), Quatermass II (1957),
The Abominable Snowman (1957), and The Day the Earth Caught Fire
(1961), died in Palm Springs on 10 May. He was 94. [JL]
• Bernard Loomis (1923-2006), US toy marketing executive who entered the
Toy Industry Hall of Fame in 1992, died on 2 June. Spurning Close
Encounters as not “toyetic”, he grabbed the Star Wars franchise, beating a
spinoff embargo by selling empty boxes with promises of future toys. His
other action figures included the Six Million Dollar Man and Bionic Woman.
[AIP]
• Gytha North (1951-2006), UK fan who founded the British filk-singing
community and in 2001 was inducted into the international Filk Hall of
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Fame, died on 24 May after several months’ struggle against cancer. She was
55. Terry Pratchett wickedly borrowed her name for the popular Discworld
witch Gytha (Nanny) Ogg: “I think she secretly liked it, although she
threatened to sue me because Nanny Ogg is portrayed as liking babies....”
• Arthur Porges (1915-2006), US maths teacher and author of some 70 short
sf/fantasy stories, died on the night of 12 May; he was 90 and had been ill for
some while. [MA] His best-known stories are “The Fly” (1952; not the muchfilmed George Langelaan story) and “The Ruum” (1953).
• Robert Sterling (1917-2006), US actor who co-starred in the 1950s Topper
TV series and played the captain in Voyage to the Bottom of The Sea (1961),
died on 30 May aged 88. [CH]
• Frankie Thomas (1921-2006), US actor who played the lead in Tom
Corbett: Space Cadet (TV 1950-55), died on the night of 11 May aged 85. He
was to be a special guest at L.A.con IV (Worldcon 2006), which has a spacecadets theme. On 16 May, as he’d wanted, he was buried in his Tom Corbett
costume.
• Alex Toth (1928-2006), US comics artist, died at his drawing board on 27
May; he was 77. Bill Higgins writes: “In addition to a long career drawing
comic books, he designed characters for many animated TV SF series in the
1960s-70s, such as Space Ghost, Jonny Quest, and The Herculoids. My
favorite remains his work on the nearly immobile – but beautifully drawn –
space opera Space Angel, which married static drawings of characters to liveaction lips which pronounced the dialogue.”
• Alexander Zinoviev (1922-2006), Russian philosopher and author whose
The Yawning Heights (1976, trans 1979) is a fantastical dystopian satire of
the old USSR, died from cancer in Moscow on 10 May; he was 83.
• Late notice: James O. Causey (1924-2003), US crime novelist whose
occasional sf/fantasy stories appeared in Weird Tales (1940s), Galaxy
(1950s) and other magazines, died on 3 April 2003 aged 78. [JN/VB]
Science Masterclass. Fahrenheit 2800 Dept. “... November arrived, cold as
frozen iron, ...” (J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix,
2003) [GS]
• Low Profile Dept. “It is doubtful if we could live on that small asteroid. The
air blanket would extend, perhaps, no higher than our heads.” (Donald
Wandrei, “Colossus”, 1934) [TMcD]
• Dept of Absorption versus Reflection. “‘The intensity will peak in the
visible spectrum.’ / ‘As the spectrum of sunlight does normally,’ Mikhail
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said. ‘In green light, as it happens. Which is where our eyes are most
sensitive, and where chlorophyll works best – which is why, no doubt,
chlorophyll was selected by evolution to serve as the photosynthetic chemical
that fuels all aerobic plant life.’” (Arthur C. Clarke & Stephen Baxter,
Sunstorm – A Time Odyssey: Book Two, 2005) [JC]
AbsoluteWrite.com, a popular forum for swapping information on writing,
publishing and associated scams, was taken down by its ISP (JC-Hosting) at
one hour’s notice on the night of 23 May. The alleged cause was a complaint
from Barbara Bauer, who features in the SFWA/Writer Beware list of the 20
worst agents, and has a habit of threatening to sue those who mention this
undeniable fact. (She has even tried to get Teresa Nielsen Hayden fired from
Tor Books on this account.) It was an unfortunate coincidence that JCHosting’s owner, Stephanie Cordray, had just relaunched her own web forum
for information on writing, etc, etc. Why AbsoluteWrite wasn’t allowed time
to retrieve its message database, and why JC-Hosting kept issuing
contradictory stories and bizarre excuses for not handing over gigabytes of
intellectual property belonging to others (released at last in June), is still
unclear. Reconstruction continues at the newly hosted AbsoluteWrite.com
site.
As Others See Us II. Jonathan Rhys Meyers is interviewed. Q: “Is there a
certain type of film you’d like to take on?” A: “I don’t like sci-fi – I don’t
want to do anything with sci-fi. Star Wars? Star Trek? I’d rather eat
turpentine and piss on a brush fire.” (Premiere magazine, June) [BB]
Awards. Doctor Who (BBC1) won the BAFTA award for best drama series.
• Compton Crook for first novel: Maria Snyder, Poison Study.
• Heinlein for commercial space development: Peter H. Diamandis. [SD]
Outraged Letters. Brian Ameringen on State of Fear: “It was with a sense of
shock that I read in Ansible 226 that my (anti)-hero Michael Crichton had
written a book that I had (unaccountably) overlooked ... so I immediately
investigated – to find copies available from $0.02 (plus post). I obviously
then ordered a couple of dozen from the more-than-300 copies available. Is it
a reflection of the quality of the text, do you think, that so many are
accessible? Did they print too many? Too many review copies hurriedly sold
to second-hand merchants? Or is this simply a reflection of the current state
of the Publishing Industry/Reading Public?”
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• Chris Lawson on Thog’s selection from Margaret St. Clair (“It is obviously
impossible for an unarmed man to kill a bigger one with his bare hands.”): “I
must respond to this inaccuracy. In my forthcoming historical fantasy
Thogoric the Ostrogoth, the goths’ second-in-command (named Gloriamund)
has both arms cut off in battle, and yet still manages to extinguish the leader
of the opposing army by gripping one amputated limb between his teeth and
forcing it down the throat of the unfortunate, though physically larger,
general. This rousing battle is followed by a scene of (if I say so myself)
unbearable pathos as Thogoric is forced to dismiss Gloriamund despite this
feat of courage. The poor fellow is no longer capable of performing his duties
as Thogoric’s right-hand man, for obvious reasons. Gloriamund wanders off
in despair at Thogoric’s underhanded treatment, eventually to throw himself
under a Mongol wagon train on the banks of the Neva river. While this is
fantasy, it is based on impeccable research and Ms St Clair’s comment can
not stand uncorrected.”
• Andrew I. Porter (founding editor of SFC) on its merger with DNA fiction
mags: “Re the curious plans for Science Fiction Chronicle: It’s pretty obvious
that fiction readers want to read fiction and not news, and vice versa. But
SFC’s current publisher apparently hopes to continue publishing his various
magazines while still pulling in the advertising revenues of SFC and
hopefully the subscription revenues of his fiction magazine readers. The two
don’t mix. How about a magazine titled Hot Babes and Salad Fixings?
Another brilliant idea no one has ever used, for obvious reasons.”
In Typo Veritas. From an sf novel dealing with indefinite life extension:
“His second child, by some fluke, had proved to be immune to the immorality
virus.” (Donald Moffit, Second Genesis, 1986) [MQ]
FAAns. Fanzine Activity Achievement awards presented at Corflu 2006:
WRITER Claire Brialey. FANZINE Chunga. LETTERHACK Robert Lichtman.
ARTIST Steve Stiles. NEW FAN Christopher Garcia. (Banana Wings was initially
announced as the winning fanzine. FAAn administrator Murray Moore
subsequently confessed: “I can’t add numbers.”)
Much Exaggerated. Philip K. Dick is dead, alas, but the chap who sold 25
old sf magazines on eBay ($750 reserve) went further: “Two other of the
most important short story-to-silver screen tales were penned by Philip K.
Dick and Harlan Ellison. No matter how distant We Can Remember it for You
Wholesale and Soldier of Tomorrow might seem from their cinematic
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cousins, the world never would have known Total Recall or The Terminator
without them. (Arnold Schwarzenegger ought to lay some bouquets at these
dead author’s graves!)” (Sic) [RC]
Fanfundery. TAFF. Bridget “Bug” Bradshaw won the westbound race “by a
clear majority of the 292 votes cast”, as announced on 27 May. Rival
candidates were ½r Cruttenden and Mike “Sparks” Rennie. Bridget will
travel to the USA in July for L.A.con IV in August.
C.o.A. Dave Locke, 32 Providence Dr #15, Fairfield, OH 45014, USA.
As Others See Us III. Another review: “In the event this is a deal breaker,
you should know right off the bat that ‘The Stolen Child,’ by Keith Donohue,
belongs to the genre known as fantasy, and that its pages are populated by
hobgoblins and changelings. Fantasy is often dismissed as a necessary evil to
get kids to take their medicine – i.e., learn values – or as a soft blanket for 40year-old virgins. But as the success of ‘The Time Traveler’s Wife’ attests,
fantasy can serve a nobler function.” Saved by the But! (Raina Kelley,
Newsweek, 29 May) [AL]
Not-So-Small Press. From Oxford University Press this autumn: Brave New
Words: The Oxford Dictionary of Science Fiction by Jeff Prucher, “the first
citation-based dictionary of science fiction terms.” Sample entries credit vital
sources like Fancyclopedia II and Quandry.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Atmospheric Physics (or, Accretions of Black
Air). “‘I’ve only seen Dask fly when it’s late,’ Kindan said. ‘My father said
something about how the atmosphere condenses at night, and air gets
thicker.’ / Master Zist nodded. ‘That’s so. I’ve heard the dragonriders say that
it’s dangerous to fly too high at night – the air has gotten thinner there.
Perhaps the watchwhers are adapted to fly at night, and have smaller wings
because the air is thicker then.’” (Anne & Todd McCaffrey, Dragon’s Kin,
2003) [AK]
• Read My Lips Dept. “An expression of inexpressible shock crossed his face
...” (James Blish, “There Shall Be No Darkness”, 1950) [CG]
• Eyeballs in the Sky Dept. “His eyes climbed the tower of rickety scaffolding
above him. It rose six stories, almost to the top of the church’s rose window.”
(Dan Brown, Angels & Demons, 2000) [EM]
• Dept of Fuseli’s Influence. “An emotion he identified as frustration sat on
his chest. He ignored it.” (Elizabeth Bear, Hammered, 2005) [HC]
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• Fashion Dept. “She indicated the skintight black-spotted orange fur
jumpsuit she was wearing, with open circlets on each leg revealing patches of
skin up to her arms.” (Alan Dean Foster, Bloodhype, 1973) [JK]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 9 June: Jim Burns talks to the Brum Group. Britannia Hotel,
New St, Birmingham. 7.30pm for 8pm. £3 members, £4 non-members.
Forthcoming: 14 July, TBA; 1 August, social evening. [Later: Jim Burns had
to cancel for 9 June and David A. Hardy is appearing instead, with Jim now
booked for October. 14 July: Justin Richards.]
• 15-26 September: Raymond E. Feist UK promotional tour.
More Fannish Deaths. Leslie Bloom, gafiated New York fan, died on 26
May, some days after being hit by a stray bullet in Washington Heights. She
was 63. [MF] • Brian Burley (1942-2006), US fan who co-founded the
Beaker People Libation Front (“eliminating beer surpluses wherever found”),
died on the night of 25 April.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page:
http://news.ansible.co.uk/ansilink.html
Ansible 227 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2006. Thanks to Mike Ashley, John
Bark, Victor Berch, Bob Burchette, Rich Coad, Harry Connolly, Jonathan
Cowie, Steven J, Dunn, Everyone, Moshe Feder, Carl Glover, Steve Green,
Chip Hitchcock, Dan Hoey, Peter Hollo, Jordin Kare, Amanda Kear, Steve
Kilbane, Jim Linwood, Andy Love, Tim McDaniel, Earle Martin, Farah
Mendlesohn, Juri Nummelin, Omega, Andrew I. Porter, Michael Quinion,
Gordon Smith, Gary Wilkinson, Martin Morse Wooster, and our Hero
Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group), Janice Murray (N. America), SCIS,
and Alan Stewart (Australia). 4 Jun 06.
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Editorial. Did I mention that I’ve written a book about Harry Potter?

Fall of the Sky Lords
Paul Barnett of Mythic Entertainment (who is not “our” author, aka John
Grant) explains the High Fantasy nuances of Warhammer Online: “The best
thing is that all the races are total clichés! Orcs are soccer hooligans!
Dwarves are like Northerners. They like to drink, they spend all their time
down pits and they’ve got no money ... and the Dark Elves are plotting ... but
we don’t care about that! Everybody fights everybody, forever, and that’s all
we’re really interested in.” [GS]
Malcolm Edwards, with Rob Holdstock, Roy Kettle and others, returned to
Kensal Green Crematorium on 16 June for the interment of John Brosnan’s
ashes. Legal complications had delayed this ceremony for over a year, since
John left no will, but ... “Gollancz had paid the delivery advance for the
unfinished Mothership Awakening shortly before his death to tide him over
financially – and we therefore decided to spend a good chunk of it on a
memorial plaque.
• So we did that, stood around for a bit thinking our various individual
thoughts, then came back home and sat in the garden for the rest of the day
drinking far too much. Rob and Roy have all the drafts and disks for
Mothership Awakening, and will finish it between them for publication next
year.
• We retained a small quantity of the ashes, which Garry and Annette
Kilworth are going to take out to Australia later this year and scatter
somewhere appropriate, perhaps a vineyard. You have to buy a box for the
purpose from the crematorium, which proved to have two stickers on the
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underside. One said ‘John Brosnan’; the other, ‘Made in Poland’. None of us
had known that.”
Kim Newman pondered on his and Paul McAuley’s Sidewise Award
nomination (see below): “We’ve worked out that the only possible way to
win any awards would be to travel back in time and give Columbus directions
to India, thereby obliterating all the competition from history ... though that
would probably mean the creation of a timeline in which there were no
awards to win. So it’s back to pins in dolls ...”
The Perishers, the much-loved Daily Mirror cartoon strip first seen in 1958,
came to an end on 10 June. [IC] There was no explanation, but apparently the
backlog of scripts by long-time writer Maurice Dodd (died 31 December
2005) had run out. No more Eyeballs in the Sky....
Terry Pratchett has a crushing reply for interviewers who ask him whether
he’d appear on Who Wants to Be a Millionaire: “No, I happen to be one of
those people whose memory shuts down under pressure. The answers would
come to me in the middle of the night in my sleep! Besides, I am a
millionaire.” (ALCS News interview, May)
J.K. Rowling was voted “Greatest Living British Writer” by readers of the
new UK Book Magazine, winning by an unspecified “long margin”. Terry
Pratchett came second; other familiar names on the list include Philip
Pullman (6), Iain (M) Banks (14), Alasdair Gray (=19), Neil Gaiman (=21),
J.G. Ballard (=28), Jasper Fforde (=36), Diana Wynne Jones (=36), and
Michael Moorcock (=44). Muriel Spark appeared in 15th place as,
presumably, Greatest Living British Writer Who Is Dead.
Theodore Sturgeon’s celebrated Law was (mis)quoted in an article by Paul
Ross about the awfulness of TV, and Sturgeon himself received short shrift:
“Oh, and that mention of sci-fi reminds me. Sturgeon’s Law – the one about
95 per cent of everything being crap – you’ve probably never heard of him.
That’s because his novels and stories are pretty poor. Ironically, he’s not part
of the five per cent that makes the rest of the rubbish bearable.” (Independent,
12 June) [LB]
Chelsea Quinn Yarbro is the latest horror/dark fantasy author to be declared
a Living Legend by the International Horror Guild.
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Consectaneous
7 Jul • British Fantasy Society “Awards Showcase” open night, Devereux
pub, Essex St, off Strand, London. 6.30pm on. All welcome.
10 Jul • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Top floor, 6:30pm. With
Pat Cadigan, Amanda Hemingway, Geoff Ryman.
26 Jul • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star, W Halkin Mews, London, SW1.
6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Peter Hamilton.
4-6 Aug • MeCon 9, Queen’s Elms Centre, Malone Rd, Belfast. £18/€27 reg;
£20/€30 at door. £5/€8 supp. Cheques to QUB Science Fiction & Fantasy
Society. Contact: 99 Malone Rd, Belfast, BT9 6SP.
7-13 Aug • Gatecon UK (Stargate), Cheltenham. £120 reg; £55 per day.
Online booking only, it seems: www.gatecon.com.
18-21 Aug • Discworld Convention IV, Hanover International Hotel,
Hinckley. £50 reg, but the event is near its limit of 750 members. Online
registration has now closed. Please query before booking: PO Box 102,
Royston, Herts, SG8 7ZJ; or, preferably, info@dwcon.org.
23-27 Aug • L.A.con IV (64th Worldcon), Anaheim, California. Now $200
reg; same at door. Day: $75 ($50 Wed, $60 Sun). Contact L.A.con IV, c/o
SCIFI Inc, PO Box 8442, Van Nuys, CA 91409, USA.
1-3 Sep • Festival of Fantastic Films, Manchester. £70 reg; £30 day. Contact
95 Meadowgate Rd, Salford, Manchester, M6 8EN.
22-24 Sep • Fantasycon 2006, Britannia Hotel, 1 St James Street,
Nottingham. Now £55 reg; BFS members £50. Day rate for Saturday only:
£20. Contact (SAE) Beech House, Chapel Lane, Moulton, Cheshire, CW9
8PQ. Main hotel now fully booked; overflow rooms available.
10-12 Nov • Armadacon 18, Novotel, Plymouth. GoH Richard Bonehill,
Trevor Truran. £25 reg, £22 concessions. Contact 4 Gleneagle Avenue,
Mannamead, Plymouth, PL3 5HL.
10-12 Nov • Novacon 36, Quality Inn, Walsall. GoH Ken MacLeod. £36 reg;
£40 at door. Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
6-9 Apr 07 • Convoy (Eastercon), Adelphi, Liverpool. Now £55 reg, £27.50
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supp. Contact Convoy, 81 Western Rd, London, E13 9JE.
19-22 July 07 • Sectus 2007 (Harry Potter conference), Park Crescent Conf
Centre, London (opposite Great Portland Street tube). £45 reg to 31 Oct 06;
£55 to 31 Jan 07; £65 thereafter. Contact 251 Reddicap Heath Rd, Sutton
Coldfield, W Midlands, B75 7ES.
21-24 Mar 08 • Orbital (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow,
London. Now £45 reg; £20 supp or junior (12-17), £5 child (5-11), £1 infant.
Contact 8 Windmill Close, Epsom, Surrey, KT17 3AL.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Transhumanist Dr Nick Bostrom talks about genetic
modification of humanity and draws the usual line: “When I first got
interested in this area a few years ago, the discussions would typically
revolve around the question, ‘Is this science fiction? Or are we dealing in
realistic future possibilities?’” (Guardian, 9 May) [IJ]
R.I.P. Jim Baen (1943-2006), noted US sf editor and founder of Baen Books,
died on 28 June following a stroke on the 12th. He was 62. [SJD] He began
his publishing career at Ace in 1972, and after a stint editing Galaxy and If
magazines returned to Ace in 1977 as sf editor (later executive editor and
vice-president), and also editor of the paperback magazine Destinies. In 1980
he joined Tor, and left in 1983 to form the still-successful Baen Books, noted
for innovative use of free e-texts and extracts to promote printed books. (A
personal note: he gave me some much-needed boosts by publishing Langford
stories in Destinies and, when I feared its life was over, reissuing The Space
Eater as a 1987 Baen title. Thanks again, Jim.)
• Tim Hildebrandt (1939-2006), US fantasy artist who was one half of the
well-known Brothers Hildebrandt, died on 11 June at age 67. With his
(surviving) twin brother Greg he created the original, iconic Star Wars poster,
a series of 1970s Tolkien calendars, and many paperback covers. Since 1982
they had worked separately.
• George Kashdan (1928-2006), US editor and writer for DC Comics from
c1946 to 1968, died on 3 June. His titles included Aquaman. [PDF]
• Gyorgy Ligeti (1923-2006), Hungarian avant-garde composer best known in
sf circles for his contributions to the score of 2001, died on 12 June aged 83.
• Rod MacLeish (1926-2006), US radio/TV broadcaster and author of the
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fantasy novel Prince Ombra (1982), died on 1 July at age 80. The noted poet
Archibald MacLeish was his uncle. [AIP]
• Karl T. Pflock (1943-2006), US ex-CIA author of some short sf and the
debunking book Roswell: Inconvenient Facts and the Will to Believe (2001),
died on 5 June; he was 63. [SFWA]
• Allan Prior (1922-2006), UK playwright, novelist and prolific TV
scriptwriter who wrote five episodes of Blake’s 7, died on 1 June. He was 84.
[SR]
• Aaron Spelling (1923-2006), highly prolific US TV 9producer responsible
for Fantasy Island and Charmed, died on 23 June aged 83.
• Richard Stahl (1932-2006), US character actor whose chief genre credits
were Slaughterhouse Five, Beware! The Blob, and Highway to Heaven, died
on 18 June; he was 74. [SJD]
• Lennie Weinrib (1935-2006), US actor who did voice work for TV cartoons
including Batman, H.R. Pufnstuff (which he also wrote) and Scooby-Doo,
died on 28 June at age 71. [GW]
• Arthur Widmer (1914-2006), US film special effects pioneer who invented
Ultra Violet Travelling Matte (forerunner of the bluescreen process), died on
28 May aged 91. [CH/GW]
As Others See Us II. Despite critic Diane Kristine’s suggestion that Scott
Peters “downplays the science fiction elements” in his post-abduction TV
saga The 4400, Peters himself cheerfully admits the worst: “I think any time
you have a world where 4400 people appear out of a ball of light, you’ve
already got a pretty strong sci-fi convention.” (Blogcritics.org, 7 June 07)
Though not quite as big as a Worldcon. [DB]
Sidewise Awards shortlists: LONG Ian R. MacLeod, The Summer Isles;
Sophia McDougall, Romanitas; Paul Park, A Princess of Roumania.
• SHORT William Barton, “Harvest Moon” (Asimov’s 9/05); A.M.
Dellamonica, “The Illuminated Heretic” (Alternate Generals III); Kim
Newman & Paul J. McAuley, “Prix Victor Hugo Script”; Jason Stoddard,
“Panacea” (SciFiction, 9/05); Lois Tilton, “Pericles the Tyrant” (Asimov’s,
10/05)
Court Circular. Debbie Miller (aka Miller Lau) reports from high society:
“Jessica Rydill was married to Stephen Saunders on June 3rd, in the
Guildhall in Bath. An afternoon party was held at Jessica’s parents house – in
glorious sunshine, hurrah! We all sat in our summer finery drinking champers
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in the garden. The event was attended by Sarah Ash, Juliet McKenna,
Deborah J Miller & of course, the now Mrs Saunders, aka Jessica Rydill. A
veritable feast of female Fantasy authors.... (I haven’t yet thought of a
suitable collective noun, I’m sure you can Mr Langford!)” Let me think ...
how about coven?
Bram Stoker Awards. NOVEL (tie) David Morrell, Creepers; Charlee Jacob,
Dread in the Beast. FIRST NOVEL Weston Ochse, Scarecrow Gods. SHORT Gary
Braunbeck, “We Now Pause for Station Identification”. LONG Joe Hill, “Best
New Horror”. ANTHOLOGY Del Howison & Jeff Gelb, Dark Delicacies.
COLLECTION Joe Hill, Twentieth Century Ghosts. NONFICTION Stephen Jones &
Kim Newman, Horror: Another 100 Best Books. POETRY (tie) Michael A.
Arnzen, “Freakcidents”; Charlee Jacob, “Sineater”. LIFE ACHIEVEMENT Peter
Straub. SMALL PRESS Necessary Evil Press. [ED]
Thog’s Diacritical Masterclass. The three-eyed barbarian chief of a lost
tribe speaks: “‘I am Oom-laut,’ he said, and those two words seemed to
convey the impression that he was afraid of nothing.” (M. Howard Lane,
“Queen of the Huallaga”, Mystery Adventures 11/36) [DL]
As Others See Us III. In space, no one can hear you busk. A report on (the
lack of) buskers in Washington DC subways conjures up that eerie
noiselessness of all sf gatherings: “Somewhere in the bowels of New York’s
subway there are bongo players and mariachi bands. The tunnels of the Paris
Metro are filled with musicians playing nearly every kind of instrument. In
button-down Washington? People waiting in sci-fi silence.” (Lena H. Sun,
Washington Post, 15 June) [MMW]
Mythopoeic Awards shortlist: ADULT Margaret Atwood, The Penelopiad;
Lois McMaster Bujold, The Hallowed Hunt; Neil Gaiman, Anansi Boys;
Tanith Lee, Metallic Love; Tim Pratt, The Strange Adventures of Rangergirl.
• CHILDREN’S Holly Black, Valiant; Diane Duane, Wizards at War; Clare B.
Dunkle, By These Ten Bones; Jonathan Stroud, The Bartimaeus Trilogy (The
Amulet of Samarkand, The Golem’s Eye, Ptolemy’s Gate.
• SCHOLARSHIP: INKLINGS Marjorie Burns, Perilous Realms: Celtic and Norse
in Tolkien’s Middle-earth; Verlyn Flieger, Interrupted Music: The Making of
Tolkien’s Mythology; J.R.R. Tolkien, Smith of Wootton Major: Expanded
Edition ed. Verlyn Flieger; Wayne G. Hammond & Christina Scull, The Lord
of the Rings: A Reader’s Companion; Alan Jacobs, The Narnian: The Life
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and Imagination of C.S. Lewis.
• SCHOLARSHIP: GENERAL Jerry Griswold, The Meanings of “Beauty and the
Beast”; Deborah O’Keefe, Readers in Wonderland: The Liberating Worlds of
Fantasy Fiction from Dorothy to Harry Potter; David R. Loy & Linda
Goodhew, The Dharma of Dragons and Daemons: Buddhist Themes in
Modern Fantasy; Jennifer Schacker, National Dreams: The Remaking of
Fairy Tales in Nineteenth-Century England. Winners announced: August.
Small Press. I thought it must be a hoax, but no: the latest book from
Wildside Press is Jim Theis’s 1970 “classic”, The Eye of Argon. [SW]
Outraged Letters. Mick Davison: “We moved into our house in Marlow in
1974. In the attic, we found some drawings but didn’t think about them until
recently.... They are by Hans Giger, and are signed on the rear. The woman
we bought the house from appeared to be German, but we now realise that
she may have been Swiss, because the drawings are to ‘Heidy’ and signed
‘Hansruedi’, so Giger would appear to have signed them to her. The drawings
are signed on the front ‘Giger 66’. I haven’t got a clue where I could take
them for valuation, or just to verify their authenticity.” Any knowledgable
fans out there?

• Simon R. Green had another near miss: “Delighted as I was for Deathstalker
Coda to make the short list for the Romantic Times annual SF award (no, I
didn’t know they had one either), it has now become clear that DC did not, in
fact, actually, win. Maybe instead of repeatedly killing you off in the books, I
should have written you a love scene....”
• Roger Burton West grumbles: “You might like to be aware that the Quality
Inn Walsall, site of this year’s Novacon, is charging deposits in advance even
to members who have given credit card numbers. This is dubious in the
extreme (with the credit card number they already have a guarantee of
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payment if the member doesn’t show up), not authorised on the hotel booking
form, unique in my experience of hotels, and something about which I think
fandom should be warned.” They also keep the deposit if you cancel in
advance owing to ill health, as I learned in 2005.
International Horror Guild. Novel award shortlist: Brett Easton Ellis,
Lunar Park; Elizabeth Kostova, The Historian; Hilary Mantel, Beyond Black;
Peter Raftos, The Stone Ship; Carl-Johan Vallgren (trans Paul BrittenAustin), The Horrific Sufferings of the Mind-Reading Monster Hercules
Barefoot.
• The IHG anthology shortlist consists of “No Award”, provoking an open
letter of complaint signed by 68 horror notables and circulated by Stephen
Jones. This bewails the judges’ inability to find the required minimum of 3
worthy titles for nomination in this category: “As a result, in our opinion,
they have brought into question the entire value of the IHG Award and its
standing in our community.” Other professionals, some of whom refused to
sign the letter, seem to agree that 2005 wasn’t a terribly good year for horror
anthologies.
The Dead Past. 25 Years Ago, a London sf landmark passed: “Dark They
Were & Golden Eyed bookshop was selling off all stock at half price for cash
early this month: rumours of £100,000 debts and incipient closure have come
to my ears....” All too true. Meanwhile, Andrei Tarkovsky bewailed his fate
in the NFT Bulletin: “I do feel that Solaris is the least successful of my films
because I was never able to eliminate completely the science-fiction
association.” (Ansible 19, July 1981)
Fanfundery. TAFF. The 2007 eastbound race was announced on 25 June.
Aspiring candidates from North America need to provide nominations from 5
fans (3 NA, 2 European), a 100-word platform, $20 bond, and a pledge that if
they win, they’ll travel to Britain for the 2007 Eastercon, Convoy. Contact:
Suzanne Tompkins (NA administrator), PO Box 25075, Seattle, WA 98165,
USA; SuzleT at aol dot com.
• The TransAtlantic Hearing Aid (1985): this is the Dave Langford TAFF trip
report, whose publisher Rob Jackson has found a stash of copies in the attic.
(Not, alas, signed by H.R. Giger.) A5 booklet, 74pp+covers, many fine
cartoons: £5 or $10 post free from me, with all proceeds to TAFF.
Hideous Gaffes! A227: Though Paul Gleason claimed for most of his career
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to have been born in 1944, his actual dates are 1939-2006 and he died at age
67. [MY]
SFWA increased its dues by $20 on 1 July: the 10x ratio between annual and
life membership takes the latter from $500 to $700.
Thog’s Masterclass. Eyeballs in the Sky Dept. “His eyes ran like weasels
over the faces of the other players ...” (Philip José Farmer, “Attitudes”, F&SF
10/53) [PDF]
• Dept of Spung! “Even through two layers of combat armour, I felt her
nipples brush against my back ...” (Karl Hansen, War Games, 1981)
• Close Shave Dept. “Moonlight ran up her cheek like a knife.” (Nancy Kress,
Beggars in Spain, 1991) [BA]
• Dept of Submersion. “The impact rattled his bones, and he dog-paddled
furiously before he realized that the flood was only waist-deep at the bottom,
instead of wholly submerged as it would have been in the real world.” (James
Stoddard, The High House, 1998) [NR]
• Neat Tricks Dept. “The priest’s richer, deeper voice chased the
Thiefmaker’s objection right back down his throat.” “The Thiefmaker tried to
let a vaguely sincere expression scurry onto his face, where it froze in evident
discomfort.” (Scott Lynch, The Lies of Locke Lamora, 2006) [RGP]
• Dept of Sound Effects. “If the professor’s machine body had been equipped
with a heart, it would have sung for joy at these welcome thought
impressions.” (Neil R. Jones, “The Jameson Satellite”, 1931) [TMcD]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 14 July: Justin Richards talks to the Brum Group. Britannia
Hotel, New St, Birmingham. 7.30pm for 8pm. £3 members, £4 non-members.
Forthcoming: 1 August, social evening; 8 September, TBA; October, Jim
Burns (postponed from June).
• 15-26 September: Raymond E. Feist UK promotional tour.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page:
http://news.ansible.co.uk/ansilink.html
Ansible 228 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2006. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Liz Batty, Ian Covell, Damien Broderick, Ellen Datlow, Paul Di Filippo,
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Steven J. Dunn, Chip Hitchcock, Ian Johnson, Denny Lien, Tim McDaniel,
Andrew I. Porter, Nonie Rider, Steve Rogerson, Graham Sleight, Gary
Wilkinson, Sean Wallace, Martin Morse Wooster, Mark Young, and our
Hero Distributors: Roger G. Peyton (Brum Group News), Janice Murray
(North America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Australia). Special extra grovels
to Gollancz. 5 Jul 06.
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The Burning World
Stephen R. Donaldson and freelance writer Jennifer Dunstan were married
on 10 June in Albuquerque, New Mexico. [JF]
Michael Gove MP has mastered the difficult art of judging a book by its
cover. As he explained on BBC Radio: “I think in the same way there are
things that men can read which can send out signals which are deeply, I
think, unattractive to women.” John Humphries: “Such as?” Gove: “Well,
sci-fi and fantasy. I think if you’re the sort of man who’s reading one of those
lurid books with, sort of, triple-breasted Amazonian women on the front
cover, and inside it’s all about swords and sorcery, and so on, then I think
what you’re communicating to any woman is that you’re still an adolescent.”
(Today, 1 Aug) [NJ]
Diana Wynne Jones was miffed to find herself and others praised in terms
that suggest they are long retired if not actually dead: “The best children’s
writers of the pre-Potter generation – Joan Aiken, Alan Garner, Peter
Dickinson, Diana Wynne-Jones, Susan Cooper, Lloyd Alexander among
them – were prose stylists and plot architects as much as imaginative miracleworkers. Each of them knew, as Philip Pullman knows today, that it is not
enough to bargain on the richness of children’s minds ...” (Tim Martin,
Independent, 9 Jul) Philip Pullman, grumbles Diana, is “presumably, poor
man, tottering around on his zimmer, because the fellow (this Martin) goes
on to talk about all the young, lively, upcoming folk, who, of course, can’t
measure up to the dead (or moribund, in Pullman’s case). Can you please
print in Ansible a notice to the effect that ‘I ATEN’T DEAD’? The only one listed
who is is Joan Aiken. The rest of us are all alive, and writing, and in my case
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kicking and spitting too.” Later: “Sharyn November at Penguin USA is on
the warpath about this article, since she happens to publish three of the nondeceased and hates to think people will assume she’s printing posthumous
works. Lloyd Alexander is always writing new books for her.”
Mike Moorcock has an award announcement of stupefying import. How can
mere Hugos compare to glory like this? “Le Grand Prix de Jack Trevor Story,
otherwise known as the Jack Trevor Story Memorial Cup, was voted on by a
panel of judges meeting at the traditional brasserie, L’Horizon, rue St Placide,
on the last Friday in July. Judges included Jeff VanderMeer, Jean-Luc
Fromental, Martin Stone, John Coulthart and Michael Moorcock. The cup
and the cash prize of $1000 will be sent to the unanimous winner, who can
best be relied upon to meet the condition of the prize that it must be spent in a
week to a fortnight and the author have nothing to show for it, Mr Steve
Aylett.” [AC] • Mr Aylett responds: “Other than humour and imagination, I
think the Prize is index-linked to authors who, no matter how many books
they have published and in print, manage to have no money or exist in
massive debt. Amazon’s ‘Buy Used’ facility means more authors than ever
meet these criteria. I just put money on a table and watch as it becomes gauzy
and then disappears. I’ll enjoy watching the Prize evaporate.”
Teresa Nielsen Hayden reveals that there is hope and glory even for vanitypress authors: “InConJunction 26 has chosen as their 2006 Author GoH Ms.
Lori Skov-Jansen, who’s had exactly one novel published – by
PublishAmerica. It’s called Twin Dagger, and its Amazon sales rank today is
1,526,555. (An apocryphal rule of thumb for judging Amazon sales rankings
holds that seven digits = one copy per year, six digits = one copy per month,
and five digits = one copy per week.)”

Consulta
4-6 Aug • MeCon 9, Queen’s Elms Centre, Malone Rd, Belfast. £20/€30 at
the door. Too late to book: just turn up....
7-13 Aug • Gatecon UK (Stargate), Cheltenham. £120 reg; £55 per day.
Online booking only, it seems: www.gatecon.com.
14 Aug • Reading at Borders, Oxford St, London. Pat Cadigan
writes: “Borders has informed me that they are no longer willing to host the
CANCELLED
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monthly meetings. We are welcome to go elsewhere. [...] In any case,
effective immediately, no more Borders events.”
18-21 Aug • Discworld Convention IV, Hanover International Hotel,
Hinckley. Registration has closed and the hotel is fully booked. Any queries
to info@dwcon.org. The committee assures Ansible that there will be another
DW convention in 2008. (Apologies to all concerned, by the way: I was
billed as one of the 2006 guests but had to cancel.)
23 Aug • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Juliet McKenna.
23-27 Aug • L.A.con IV (64th Worldcon), Anaheim, California. Now $200
reg; same at door. Day: $75 ($50 Wed, $60 Sun). Contact L.A.con IV, c/o
SCIFI Inc, PO Box 8442, Van Nuys, CA 91409, USA.
1 Sep • British Fantasy Society open night, Devereux pub, Essex St, off
Strand, London. 6.30pm onwards. All welcome. Next: 8 Dec.
1-3 Sep • Festival of Fantastic Films, Manchester. £70 reg; £30 day. Contact
95 Meadowgate Rd, Salford, Manchester, M6 8EN.
23-25 Feb 07 • Redemption 07 (B7/B5), Hinckley Island Hotel, Leics. £50
reg, rising to £55 after the end of August; £60 at door. Day: £35, £40 at door.
Contact 26 Kings Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
28 Apr 07 • Alt.Fiction 2007 sf event, Derby. Details TBA.
20-22 Jul 07 • Year of the Teledu, Stage Hotel, Leicester. £35 reg. Contact
14 Endsleigh Gdns, Beeston, Nottingham, NG9 2HJ,
30 Aug - 3 Sep 07 • Nippon 2007 (65th Worldcon), Yokohama, Japan. Now
$220 reg, $50 supp; $165/$35 age 13-19; $80 7-12 (no child supp). Rates
good until 30 Jun 07. UK agent is now Sparks, 68 Crichton Avenue, York,
YO30 6EE; 07815 767273. (Andrew A. Adams had to drop out since he’ll be
working in Japan for most of 2007.)

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. We are slans: “A lone clairvoyant among morons is often
how a science fiction fan feels. Maybe he finds a sidekick or two to take the
edge off his isolation, but when you’re in the throes of fandom, the real world
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can become an imprecise blur. / Science fiction is, after all, a much better
place to live than the standard American town: it is not only stacked with
clearheaded fellow travelers – Vulcans, say – but it also gives up its secrets
only to those with your particular set of interpretive skills. It’s irresistible.
Just as certain novels make heroes of bookish, melancholy, know-it-all types
and thereby endear themselves to literary critics, certain television shows
make heroes of obsessive, techy, alienated types, and thus endear themselves
to sci-fi fans.” (New York Times, reviewing the tv show Eureka, 18 Jul) [MS]
R.I.P. rich brown (1942-2006), US sf fan active since the 1950s, died on 6
July aged 64. His many fanzines included the 1960s and 70s Focal Point
(edited with Mike McInerney and then Arnie Katz) and the solo
Beardmutterings (1970s and 80s); in 1988, again with Arnie Katz, he
published the notable fan collection The Incompleat Terry Carr. More
recently his fanwriting appeared in online forums, including Trufen.net.
• Tom Frame (?-2006), UK comics letterer whose speech balloons appeared
in most of the Judge Dredd strips and many other 2000 AD stories since
1977, died on 14 July. Gary Wilkinson writes: “an unsung hero of British
comics, he was the main letterer of 2000 AD throughout its history.”
• David Gemmell (1948-2006), UK author of 30 popular heroic fantasy
novels beginning with Legend (1984), died at his word processor on 28 July.
He was 57 and had seemed to be making a good recovery from his quadruple
heart bypass two weeks before. John Clute wrote in the Encyclopedia of
Fantasy: “He is one of the central entertainers of the genre.” James Barclay
adds: “David was a giant in the fantasy genre as we all know and appreciate.
But he was so much more than a great author. To me, he was a true friend
and he was a mentor without peer. He helped me through very difficult times
in my writing at the beginning of 2006. His support and advice, his friendship
and selflessness were unstinting. David always found time to call or email. I
spent long hours sitting with him in his house talking and sorting out the
‘authorly’ problems we faced. It was a pleasure always. David was an
immensely amusing man as any of us who heard his stories and anecdotes
will testify. His strength of character and belief shone through in everything
he said and in everything he wrote. David Gemmell is a very sad loss. I will
miss him terribly.”
• Peter Hawkins (1924-2006), UK actor who in the 1960s first voiced Dr
Who’s Daleks (in films as well as tv) and Cybermen, died on 7 July aged 82.
His voice was also heard in Billy Bean and His Funny Machine, Captain
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Pugwash, Bleep and Booster (as narrator) and Doomwatch (as a computer).
[GW]
• Mako (1933-2006), Japanese-born US actor whose genre credits included
the 1982 and 1984 Conan films, died on 21 July. He was 72. [GW]
• David Maloney (?-2006), UK tv director/producer who directed 46 episodes
of Dr Who (between 1968 and 1977) and produced 39 of Blake’s 7 plus the
1981 Day of the Triffids, died on 18 July. [SR]
• Peter Mottley (1935-2006), for many years a cheery presence at Pangbourne
pub gatherings, died on 16 July; he was 71. Martin Hoare writes: “He had
been a novelist, playwright, actor, producer and philosopher as well as having
a career in advertising. His contribution to sf was the comic novel The Sex
Bar (1972), about an aphrodisiac and contraceptive chocolate bar. His best
known play was After Agincourt (BBC Radio 3, 1988).” Goodbye, Peter, and
thanks for all the birthday parties.
• Barnard Hughes (1915-2006), US actor who starred in the 1980s tv series
Mr Merlin and whose genre films included Tron and The Lost Boys, died on
11 July. He was 90. [GW]
• Mickey Spillane (1918-2006), notorious US thriller author who created PI
Mike Hammer, died on 17 July aged 88. Genre links were the radioactive
McGuffin introduced in the 1955 film of his Kiss Me, Deadly (1952), and a
1952 Fantastic sf novella bylined Spillane but actually ghosted by editor
Howard Browne when the submission proved unusable.
As Others See Us II. Richard Linklater, maker of the latest Dick-based film,
seems to have read a lot of peculiar sf: “What appealed to me about A
Scanner Darkly [...] is that it’s not really about ‘the future.’ It’s about Joe
Everyman and his pals, worrying about money and sex and being frustrated.
A lot of sci-fi deals with these amazing futuristic worlds where humans have
suddenly lost all their humor and become emotionless automatons.”
(Philadelphia Inquirer, 9 Jul) [TM]
• Carlton Cuse, executive producer of Lost, bows to the King: “One of my
biggest influences was The Stand [...] The brilliance was the way it took a
sci-fi premise and told a character story.” (TV Guide, 24 Jul) [TM]
Awards. Campbell Memorial: Robert Sawyer, Mindscan. (To the delight of
Andrew I. Porter, who bought a role in this book at a 2002 fan charity
auction.)
• Heinleins for sf achievement (total body of work): Greg Bear and Jack
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Williamson. [SD]
• Rhyslings for sf poetry, announced 8 July: LONG Kendall Evans & David C.
Kopaska-Merkel, “The Tin Men” (Magazine of Speculative Poetry Winter
2004/5). SHORT Mike Allen, “The Strip Search” (Strange Horizons 10/05).
• Sturgeon for short story: Paolo Bacigalupi, “The Calorie Man” (F&SF
10/05).
Thog’s Orbital Mechanics Masterclass. “But another satellite was
accidentally discovered, then another and another ... each about three hundred
miles above the earth, moving north-northeast at a constant speed of 120
miles per hour, and each maintaining a distance of four hundred miles from
the other.” (John Grisham, The Broker, 2005) [PW] Alas, the speed of an
object in circular orbit at that height is about 4.8 miles per second. Stop
Press: Grisham’s Afterword Explains! “I know very little about spies,
electronic surveillance, satellite phones ...”
Random Fandom. Bridget Bradshaw is on her US TAFF trip: “very busy,
no downtime – and when I get home I’ll be sidling up to you previous
winners and asking ‘So, did you too write a Secret Trip Report of the things
which can never be said?’” Such as this black moment in Boulder, CO:
“Attempted a drive-by viewing of the Mork & Mindy house but we were on
the wrong road.”
• Cheryl Morgan announced on 1 Aug that her e-fanzine Emerald City (a
2004 Hugo winner, and currently shortlisted as Best Semiprozine) “will be
ceasing publication over the next couple of months.” Too much work, too
little time. I know the feeling.
As Others See Us III. There is speculation, and on the other hand there is
speculation: “All fiction begins with the question, ‘What if?’ – as in, ‘What if
a bunch of pilgrims set out on the road to Canterbury and told stories along
the way?’ or ‘What if a governess has discovered that her handsome,
brooding boss has stashed his crazy wife in the attic?’ or (unfortunately)
‘What if Adam Sandler got his hands on a remote control that could fastforward time itself?’ ...” (Sara Sklaroff’s sf review column, Washington Post
Book World, 30 July) [MMW]
Media News. A possible BBC 4 programme on parallel universes is in the
“initial research” phase – i.e. picking sf people’s brains.
C.o.A. Andrew A. Adams, 27 Westerham Walk, Reading, RG2 0BA.
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• Cuddles (and Electrical Eggs UK), The Batcave, 7 Hazel Dene,
Bishopbriggs, Glasgow, G64 1TZ. Phone & email unchanged.
The Dead Past. Speculative Finance Dept, 1978: “... now is a bad, bad time
to start collecting some modern SF authors, at least if you have any
consideration for your wallet. And who knows when the crest of the wave
will curl over, the whole field of SF be ‘whited out’? In ten years’ time the
Walker first hardcover edition of Le Guin’s Left Hand of Darkness which I
saw recently catalogued at $50.00 may fetch only half that ...” (George
Locke, Science Fiction First Editions, 1978) [BA]
Pseudonym Horror. The latest E. Hamilton, Bookseller, catalogue reveals
the long-guarded secret: “The Whisperer and Other Stories. By Brian
Lumley. Collection of dark short stories and a complete vampire novel by the
author of the H.P. Lovecraft tales. 333 pp.” [DL/CP]
Outraged Letters. Simon R. Green rose to the bait: “So: you’ve written a
book about Harry Potter, then? I have to say, I don’t get the appeal. [Money –
Ed.] I mean, basically it’s just Jennings meets the Worst Witch. Only not as
well written as that.... Sigh. I am clearly out of touch with Today’s Youth.
Except for all the intelligent ones who read my books, and send me handwritten letters saying You are like unto a god, you rock! With which it is of
course hard to argue.”
• Niall Harrison is bemused by an e-mail ad for Michael The Science of the
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, promising “an entertaining and
authoritative tour of the real science behind Douglas Adams’ prescient sci-fi
classic ...” Prescient? Oo-er. Keep watching the skies!
• Helen Spiral warns: “One of my friends attempted to google for ‘thog
langford’ and Google asked him if he wanted to search the internet for ‘thong
langford’ instead. He decided not to risk it.”
• Jeff Vandermeer has a word to add about that open letter (see A228)
protesting the International Horror Guild awards’ lack of any anthology
nominations: “Ha! Re the IHG thing – some notables on the list didn’t even
know what the petition was about and thought it involved HWA. In another
instance, Dark Delicacies bookstore was just passing the petition around and
did not explain the full context, for example. A few people are now hoping to
get their names taken off the list.”
Fanfundery. JETS (Japanese Expeditionary Travel Scholarship) is a one-off
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fund to take a Eurofan to Nippon 2007 in Japan. Rules are based on TAFF:
candidates need four nominators, a 100-word platform, £20 bond, and a
pledge to travel if elected. The deadline is 13 Nov 06. Voting will run to 13
Apr 07. Interaction has kick-started the fund with a £1,000 grant. Contact:
League of Fan Funds (www.astralpole.org) c/o 59 Shirley Rd, Croydon,
Surrey, CR0 7ES. The lucky JETS winner inherits no administrative work,
but A Trip Report Is Expected.
• TAFF: the 2007 eastbound race nominations deadline is midnight, 9 Sep
2006.
The Dead Past II. How We Used To See Ourselves, 54 Years Ago: “The
average British fiction reader needs no introduction to ‘science fiction’,
although he may not have consciously applied the term to some of the stories
he has read in the past, for Britain has been more the home of the scientific
romance, pioneered by H.G. Wells, than any other country, despite
developments elsewhere. Most of our prominent novelists have entered the
fantasy field at some stage of their career, usually with highly successful
results, and with the current Hollywood cycle of futuristic films, no doubts
can be entertained by the man-in-the-street as to the meaning of the phrase.”
(John Carnell, 1952) [BA]
But Who Can Replace A Man? Two chaps, it seems, are needed to equal
Paul Kincaid as Clarke Award administrator: Paul Billinger chairs the award
jury while Tom Hunter handles other administration.
Thog’s Masterclass. Double-Entendre Dept. “He exhibited his seed, of
which Grace had already spoken to her half-sister. / ‘What do you want done
with it?’ inquired Virginia, holding it to the light between her thin thumb and
finger.” (David Lindsay, The Violet Apple, c1924, published 1978) [DF]
• Land of the Giants Dept. “He ruled out Mars because the size of the planet –
its mass is a tenth of ours – and its low gravity ruled out the possibility of
‘giants’; Jupiter and Saturn both have sufficient mass – and gravitation pull –
to produce ‘giants’.” (And Mesklinites are really huge.) (Colin Wilson, The
Mind Parasites, 1967)
• Dept of Emotional Drool. “Kanna was beaming, but Reyad’s expression
was hard and unforgiving as suppressed rage leaked from his twitching lips.”
(Maria V. Snyder, Poison Study, 2005) [HJC]
• Eyeballs in the Sky Dept. “Everard finished a night’s sleep and a breakfast
which Deirdre’s eyes had made miserable by standing on deck as they came
733

in to the private pier.” (Poul Anderson, Guardians of Time, 1960; Time
Patrol, 2006) [TP]
• “His eyes roamed around the workshop, knocking over tables and
equipment, until they settled on my Master, who had looked up in surprise.”
(Matthew Skelton, Endymion Spring, 2006) [TW]

Endnotes
Apparitions. • 11 August: Brum Group social evening, Black Eagle,
Hockley. 8 September: speaker TBA at the usual venue – Britannia Hotel,
New St, Birmingham. 7.30pm for 8pm. £3 members, £4 non-members.
October: Jim Burns (postponed from June).
• 15-26 September: Raymond E. Feist UK promotional tour.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page:
http://news.ansible.co.uk/ansilink.html
Cultural Penetration. Lucy Sussex reports: “In chap 23 of Stephen Booth’s
UK cop novel Scared To Live, a Bulgarian policeman arriving at an airport is
described thus: ‘He was towing a large black suitcase with four wheels. It
seemed to trundle on behind him effortlessly, like the animated luggage in a
Terry Pratchett novel.’”
• Martin Morse Wooster adds: “Do you know that in the film The Devil
Wears Prada one of the plot points is where Evil Boss Meryl Streep forces
her underling to get a copy of the seventh Harry Potter novel so that her kids
can read it?” Scarily evil, indeed.
Ansible 228 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2006. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Harry James Connolly, Andy Cox, Steven Dunn, David Fleming, Jo Fletcher,
Nicholas Jackson, Denny Lien, Todd Mason, Curt Phillips, Trevor Prinn,
Steve Rogerson, Michael Saler, Pat Schwieterman, Tanaqui Weaver, Gary
Wilkinson, Peter Weston, Martin Morse Wooster, and Hero Distributors: Rog
Peyton (BGN), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Aus). 4 Aug
06.
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L.A.con IV. The 64th Worldcon was a success by all accounts, although nonattending cheapskates like me grumbled at the decision not to update the con
website day by day with the usual newsletters, award results, etc. One major
surprise was that Denver won the 2008 site selection (beating Chicago by 12
votes, with Columbus trailing), an event so unexpected that “Denver Wins!”
had been a droll headline in the traditional hoax newsletter. [GS].
• Hugo Awards. NOVEL Robert Charles Wilson, Spin (wild rejoicing at Tor
Books).
• NOVELLA Connie Willis, “Inside Job” (Asimov’s 1/05).
• NOVELETTE Peter S. Beagle, “Two Hearts” (F&SF 10/05).
• SHORT David D. Levine,“Tk’tk’tk” (Asimov’s 3/05).
• RELATED BOOK Kate Wilhelm, Storyteller: Writing Lessons and More from
27 Years of the Clarion Writers’ Workshop.
• DRAMATIC, LONG Serenity.
• DRAMATIC, SHORT Doctor Who: “The Empty Child” & “The Doctor Dances”.
• PRO EDITOR David G. Hartwell (ecstasy at Tor).
• PRO ARTIST Donato Giancola.
• SEMIPROZINE Locus.
• FANZINE Plokta.
• FAN WRITER Dave Langford (blush).
• FAN ARTIST Frank Wu.
• JOHN W. CAMPBELL AWARD John Scalzi.
• Special awards went to Betty Ballantine for life achievement, and to Harlan
Ellison for 50 years of publishing fiction. It was revealed that Neil Gaiman’s
Anansi Boys would have been shortlisted as best novel had it not been
withdrawn by Neil. Geri Sullivan enthuses: “It’s a beautiful Hugo base.
1920s art deco movie theatre theme. Supposedly sturdy, though one broke
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pretty much as soon as the winner arrived at the post-ceremony Hugo
Nominees Reception hosted by Nippon 2007.” The Best Editor rules change
was agreed, splitting this Hugo into categories Long (books) and Short
(magazines, anthologies). A change to Best Artist, requiring 3 or more
specific items of artwork to be cited for each nominee, awaits ratification in
2007.
• The only attendance figure I’ve seen is “over 4000”.
• For topical astronomical reasons, the convention ended with a Dead Pluto
Party.

The Touch of Your Hand
Brian Aldiss brags: “I am to have a cameo role in a low-budget movie to be
shot in Kansas. It’s the project of a wonderful guy I met in Neuchatel last
year, Kevin Wilmott.... Name of film: Waiting for the Son.” Later, 9 Sep:
“This week five movie-makers flew over from the USA to film me ... As the
Oxford Mail put it, above a large photo of me more or less acting, AUTHOR
WINS ROLE IN FILM. One section of the shoot was staged in the Pegasus Theatre
in Oxford, the other in my house here – which is great because it immediately
puts the value of the property up.”
David Bradley, SFX editor, will be on sabbatical until 2 Jan 2007. Lucky
sod. Meanwhile, former editor Dave Golder is minding the shop.
Harlan Ellison caused his customary stir at L.A.con by publicly groping
GoH Connie Willis’s breast during the Hugos. She seemed unruffled – the
show must go on – but at the closing ceremony said something very like: “If
someone wants to start a petition for Harlan Ellison to keep his fucking hands
off of me, I’d be willing to sign it!” Much post-worldcon gossip ensued, with
Willis wisely keeping silent while Ellison successively issued a not-quiteapology; railed against fan “maggots” who had dared to comment; announced
that the much-filmed incident never happened; and eventually appeared to
blame Connie Willis. Oh dear.
Henry Gee of Nature begs for the deluge to end: “Nature has received quite
a few excellent contributions to Futures, its award-winning series of SF shortshorts. However, the End of Eternity is upon us. The End, not to put too fine
a point on it, is Nigh. The Veil of the Temple is Rent in Twain. I now have
enough copy to fill the column until its end on 21 December, and – sadly – I
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shall not be able to consider any more. There is a faint hint of a whisper of a
possibility of its continuation or resurrection in some other guise, but that
particular wave function has yet to collapse definitively, one way or the
other.”
William Hope Hodgson of House on the Borderland fame won the 2006
Cordwainer Smith Rediscovery Award, announced in July.
Mike Moorcock mysteriously alludes to: “Jo Fletcher telling people on radio
that it was all pulp crap during the 1960s and then someone or other came
along to change all that? I forget the exact understanding of the Great
Darkness when hacks like Fritz Leiber, Ray Bradbury or Brian Aldiss were
filling the pulps with their lurid muck....” Onward to The Last Dangerous
Moorcocks: “Looks like Moorcock’s Miscellany, which had become a
nightmare of misunderstandings, won’t be appearing, though authors who got
paid will stay paid, as will John Coulthart, who was paid to design a book
whose designs they scrapped early on. Last time I get involved in an
anthology I haven’t thought of myself. Maybe I could do a Best of New
Worlds If New Worlds Was Still Running anthology, which would include all
the good stories around that aren’t seeing the light of day or only getting a
glimpse at it as PODs.”
William Shatner, offered a free Virgin Galactic space trip in 2008 (normal
cost £114,000), decided that discretion was the better part of boldly going:
“to vomit in space is not my idea of a good time.” But Sigourney Weaver is
made of sterner stuff and plans to be aboard. [R]

Conzieu
9-13 Sep • Space Soon: Art & Human Spaceflight, Roundhouse, Chalk
Farm Rd, London, NW1. Exhibition 12-6pm, free. Entrance-fee events daily:
see www.artscatalyst.org. Box office 0870 389 1846.
27 Sep • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Judith Clute.
22-24 Sep • Fantasycon 2006, Britannia Hotel, 1 St James Street,
Nottingham. £55 reg; BFS members £50. Day rate for Saturday only: £20.
Contact (SAE) Beech House, Chapel Lane, Moulton, Cheshire, CW9 8PQ.
Main hotel fully booked; overflow rooms available.
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28 Sep • Terry Pratchett in conversation with Sarah LeFanu, Logan Hall,
Inst of Education, 20 Bedford Way, London, WC1H 0AL. 7pm. Tickets £7,
concessions £5. Bookings (Mon-Fri) 0845 456 9876.
23-25 Feb 07 • Redemption 07 (B7/B5), Hinckley Island Hotel, Leics. Now
£55 reg; £60 at door. Day: £35, £40 at door. Under 18s £15; day £10. Contact
26 Kings Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
10-11 Mar 07 • P-Con 4, Wynn’s Hotel, Dublin. GoH Kim Newman.
€25/£15 reg. Contact c/o Yellow Brick Rd, 8 Bachelor’s Walk, Dublin 8,
Ireland; UK c/o Dave Lally, 64 Richborne Terrace, London, SW8 1AX.
10-12 Aug 07 • Recombination/HarmUni III (Unicon 21/RPG/filk), New
Hall, Cambridge. Guests Jo Walton, Ian Watson, Chris Pramas, Franklin
Gunkelmann. Now £24 reg, rising again “some time in 2007”. Contact 155
Gilbert Road, Cambridge, CB4 3PA.
30 Aug - 3 Sep 07 • Nippon 2007 (65th Worldcon), Yokohama, Japan.
Sterling rates: £115 reg/£27 supp, £87/£20 age 13-19; £42 7-12. Contact
(UK) 68 Crichton Avenue, York, YO30 6EE; 07815 767273.
6-10 Aug 08 • Denvention 3 (66th Worldcon), Denver, CO, USA. GoH Lois
McMaster Bujold, Tom Whitmore. $130 reg; site selection voters $80;
presupporters $100; presupp+vote $60. Address TBA.
Rumblings • Convoy, the 2007 Liverpool Eastercon, may be cancelled after
another Adelphi Hotel security scare (largely a matter of local politics, says
chairman Tim Kirk). Both hotel reassurances and more paid memberships are
needed to make Convoy workable. £55 to 81 Western Rd, London, E13 9JE.
Full refunds if they do cancel.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Russell T Davies congratulates himself on resisting the
fatal temptation to commit sci-fi: “I’ve always got a much more complicated,
science-fictiony version of each episode in mind, and I always filter that out,
and go for the more straightforward version – the more emotional, honest
version. For example, there was a great, complicated version of ‘Tooth and
Claw’ in my mind where, at the end of the episode, Queen Victoria is killed,
and that creates the parallel universe which becomes the world of ‘Rise of the
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Cybermen’ and ‘The Age of Steel’. It would have been the most brilliant
ending, because the Doctor and Rose would have stood there and gone
‘That’s not supposed to happen!’ But it’s very subscription channel, cult
audience, male sci-fi. It’s a brilliant moment, but its legacy is too
complicated, and too dark in a boring way.” (Doctor Who Magazine #373)
[PC]
R.I.P. Mike Damesick (1949-2006), UK fan and con-goer who had been a
stalwart of the Oxford University SF Group and more recently the Brum
Group, was found dead in his Birmingham flat in early August. Many fans
attended his funeral on 10 August. Dermot Dobson adds: “the vicar insisted
on using SciFi all the time and thought a lightyear was a measure of time – ah
well....”
• Philip E. High (1914-2006), UK sf author who wrote for Nebula and the
Carnell-era New Worlds, and published 14 sf novels in the 60s and 70s, died
on 9 August. He was 92, but as recently as 2004 had published a book of new
short stories, A Step to the Stars.
• Martin Last (1929-2006), writer and book dealer who with Baird Searles
ran the New York City SF Bookshop 1973-1986, died on 6 July aged 76.
• Bob Leman (1922-2006), long-time US fan admired for his 1950s/60s
fanzine The Vinegar Worm and for a number of short stories eventually
collected as Feesters in the Lake (2002), died on 6 August.
• John Miesel (1941-2006), US fan and husband of author/fan Sandra Miesel,
died on 30 August.
• Michael Simanoff (1975-2006), US fan, died unexpectedly on the weekend
of August 13. Luis Rodrigues writes: “He was an editor (Ministry of Whimsy
Press, Prime Books, my own Fantastic Metropolis), reviewer (NYRSF,
Strange Horizons, others) and occasional story writer (in Electric Velocipede
and Revolution SF).”
• Stargate SG-1 was rewarded for reaching 200 episodes with a Sci-Fi
Channel decree that the series (launched 1997) is to be cancelled. [SFS]
• Joseph Stefano (1922-2006), US screenwriter who wrote Psycho (1960,
1998) and several 1960s Outer Limits episodes, died on 25 August aged 84.
[GW]
• Hirotaka Suzuoki (1950-2006), voice actor in many, many anime films,
notably Ranma ½, Dragonball Z, and various incarnations of Gundam, died
on 6 August from lung cancer. He was 56. [PM]
• Bertie van Asseldonk, Netherlands fan active for over 20 years, died from
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Hodgkin’s lymphoma on 25 June; he was only 40. His wife says he wanted
his sf collection donated to a suitable library. [VD]
• Helen Wesson (?1922-2006), long-time US APA fan active since 1938 and
with FAPA membership dating from 1946, died on 7 September. [RL]
As Others See Us II. John Joseph Adams writes: “I called CBS to request an
advance screener copy of their new TV show, Jericho, which is a postapocalyptic family drama sort of thing. When I explained that I’d be
reviewing the show for an SF magazine ... Publicist: ‘Oh, but the show’s not
science fiction.’ Me: ‘Isn’t it post-apocalyptic?’ Publicist: ‘Yes, but it’s based
on events that could actually happen.’”
More L.A.con Awards. Big Heart: this, now renamed the Forrest Ackerman
Big Heart Award, was presented to Forrest J. Ackerman.
• First Fandom: Joe Hensley.
• Prometheus: Ken MacLeod, Learning the World (novel); Alan Moore &
David Lloyd, V for Vendetta (classic); Serenity (special).
• Sidewise: Ian R. MacLeod, The Summer Isles (long); Lois Tilton, “Pericles
the Tyrant” (short; Asimov’s 10/05).
Random Fandom. Bridget Bradshaw sent a TAFF postcard: “I’m having a
great time in Madison, home to shops with signs like ‘Fruit Cheese Spirits
Bakery’. I suppose they sell pastries filled with alcoholic lemon curd (the
closest I can think of to fruit cheese).” [29 Aug]
• Martin Easterbrook had a successful heart bypass operation on 21 August
and is now recovering at home. [MA]
• Victor Gonzalez (of Trufen.net) and Tamara Menteer were married in
Washington State on 19 August.
Bad Guys. The all-time top ten literary villains, voted on by 16,000 UK
children: 1 Lord Voldemort (Rowling), 2 Sauron (Tolkien), 3 Mrs Coulter
(Pullman), 4 Lex Luthor (DC), 5 The Joker (DC), 6 Count Olaf (Snicket), 7
The Other Mother (Coraline/Gaiman), 8 The White Witch (Lewis), 9 Dracula
(Stoker), 10 Artemis Fowl (Colfer). The poll was conducted by those
disinterested publishers, Bloomsbury; the only non-fantasy finalists were
Professor Moriarty (12) and Heathcliff (16). [PDF]
British Fantasy Awards novel shortlist: Ramsey Campbell, Secret Stories;
Mark Chadbourn, The Hounds Of Avalon; Hal Duncan, Vellum: The Book Of
All Hours 1; Neil Gaiman, Anansi Boys; George R.R. Martin, A Feast For
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Crows; Mark Morris, Nowhere Near an Angel. [More below]
C.o.A. James Bacon & Simoné van Zyl, 55 Cromwell Rd, Croydon, CR0 2JZ.
Paul Thompson, Paasberglaan 5, 6824 PV Arnhem, Netherlands. Eva
Whitley, 6316 Cross Ivy Rd, Elkridge, MD 21075, USA.
Thog’s Critical Impartiality Masterclass. “Dune is the best-selling and
most beloved science fiction novel of all time.” (Brian Herbert & Kevin
Anderson, in the introduction to their Hunters of Dune) [PDF]
Outraged Letters. Brian Aldiss on A229: “I can assure Diana [Wynne Jones]
that Philip Pullman is very much alive and kicking, enjoying, as he deserves
to do, the usual round of summer parties.”
• Richard E. Geis: “Thanks once again for Ansible. A joy as usual. I am more
and more enjoying the obits, smirking as I note each oldtime fan I’ve
outlived. Such pleasures are reserved for the aged.”
• Margaret Hoyt on Michael Gove MP (see A229): “As someone who has
been a woman all her life, or at least the grown-up parts of it, I would like to
tell Mr Gove that seeing a male person reading a science fiction/fantasy novel
(except something by Robert Jordan) would cause me to think, ‘Oh good,
someone I can talk to.’ On the other hand, sitting in an airline seat next to
someone reading, say, Philip Roth, I would have the thought, ‘Deeply boring,
no taste, possibly a politician.’”
• Steve Jones responds to Jeff VanderMeer’s A229 comments on that open
letter protesting omission of anthologies from the International Horror Guild
awards shortlist: “In fact, just one person asked to have their name taken off
the open letter after it was released ... and five more (including Nancy A.
Collins – the founder of the IHG Award!) asked to have their names added. I
also note that, yet again, Jeff fails to reveal that his wife is one of this year’s
IHG judges under her maiden name.”
• Jennie Kermode sent happy Aldiss news on 26 August: “Brothers of the
Head has just won the Michael Powell Award for Best New British Feature at
the Edinburgh Film Festival. This is extremely unusual for a genre film and
will almost certainly assure proper nationwide distribution.”
• David Parsonage found that Thog.org.uk belongs to the Tower Hamlets
Opportunity Group. Enraged at becoming a mere acronym, Thog demanded
that I instantly register Thog.org for his very own.
Mythopoeic Awards. ADULT Neil Gaiman, Anansi Boys.
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• CHILDREN Jonathan Stroud, “The Bartimaeus Trilogy” (The Amulet of
Samarkand, The Golem’s Eye, Ptolemy’s Gate).
• SCHOLARSHIP: INKLINGS Wayne G. Hammond and Christina Scull, The Lord
of the Rings: A Reader’s Companion.
• SCHOLARSHIP: GENERAL Jennifer Schacker, National Dreams: The Remaking
of Fairy Tales in Nineteenth-Century England.
As Others See Us III. The anonymous Dig rant “Chick Lit is Hurting
America” deftly puts sf in its place: “Beyond adding to the cultural cesspool,
what’s dangerous about chick lit is that it fills trade slots at publishing
companies that used to be given to literary fiction. Unlike romance or sci-fi,
chick lit is a genre that is in direct competition with literature because of its
price point and packaging.” (29 Aug) [PDF]
Fanfundery. TAFF Nominations: the 2007 race deadline has been extended
to 30 September 2006. Should Eastercon be cancelled (see events list
“Rumblings”) the TAFF trip may be delayed until later in 2007. Official
release at taff.org.uk.
• Two One-Off Funds. Harry Bell to Corflu 2007: fine t-shirts for sale, and a
planned “fanarthology”. Contact Rob Jackson, Chinthay, Nightingale Ln,
Hambrook, nr Chichester, PO18 8UH; jacksonshambrook at tiscali co uk.
USA: Rich Coad, richcoad at comcast.net.
• John Hertz to Nippon 2007: sjhtn2007.livejournal.com.
Late News. In June it emerged that a Jim Grimsley story purchased by
Asimov’s editor Sheila Williams – contract signed, proofs printed – was
vetoed by the magazine’s owner. Why? Because the story discussed, though
of course did not advocate, child abuse. Thoughtcrime! [PDF]
The Dead Past. 30 Years Ago, Peter Roberts reclaimed his UK sf newsletter:
“Alerted by strange signs in the heavens and unnatural noises in the
wardrobe, former CP editor Peter Roberts was able to unmask Ian Maule’s
miserable scheme to turn Checkpoint into an annual one-page listing of recent
Perry Rhodan reprints.” (CP74, Sep 1976)
Hideous Gaffes. A229 My note on the soon-to-fold Emerald City had it
shortlisted for the fanzine rather than semiprozine Hugo. Oops. A230: sorry
this issue is later than usual. Too many distractions....
Thog’s Masterclass. Classic Spung! Dept. “His fingers enveloped the
742

fullness of her breasts quite as a boy grasps soap-bubbles and marvels at their
intact resistance.” (Maxwell Bodenheim, Replenishing Jessica, 1925) [SJP]
• Dept of Other-Dimensional Cubes. [A big cube has the Vitruvian Man
engraved on just one face:] “It just sat there, revolving slowly on the
turntable, presenting five blank faces and then the da Vinci design.” (Alastair
Reynolds, Pushing Ice, 2005) [JT] • [To Mr Reynolds and the 5,271,009 loyal
Thog-watchers who responded: Thog grunt brutish apology. Thog not good
at 3D geom. or balancing cube on corner. Guilty researcher will be reproved
with big club....]
• True Grit Dept. “The first thing he was aware of was a sensation of smooth,
yielding grittiness.” (Karl Zeigfreid [Lionel Fanthorpe], No Way Back, 1968
– opening line) [PL]
• Unorthodox Chess Dept. “‘... Listen, rook to bishop nine. Check it out.
Think I’ve got you, you bastard.’ [...] Chris studied the board for a moment,
moved the piece and felt a tiny fragment of something detach from his heart
and drop into his guts.” (Richard Morgan, Market Forces, 2004) [AC]
• Dept of Thermal Printing. “... letting her suddenly erect nipple write a line
of fire across his palm.” (Jon Courtenay Grimwood, Pashazade, 2001) [DL]
• Bogey Dept. “Perry felt his jaw muscle tighten until hard lumps and an acrid
smell came into his nostrils” (Robert A. Heinlein, For Us, the Living, written
1938/9) [TW]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 15-26 September: Raymond E. Feist UK promotional tour.
• 6 October: Jim Burns talks to the Brum Group at the usual venue –
Britannia Hotel, New St, Birmingham. 7.30pm for 8pm. £3 members, £4 nonmembers.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page:
http://news.ansible.co.uk/ansilink.html
Operation Bughouse. A bug on the Redemption website which prevented
online booking by credit card has been fixed. Judith Proctor writes: “If
anyone tried to book and failed, if they try again it should now work. In an
effort to encourage people to report bugs rather than just giving up and going
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away, I faithfully promise to buy a pint for anyone who tries to book a
membership and fails and TELLS me about the problem.”
Festival of Fantastic Films. Steve Green reports: “Despite the traditional
11th-hour reshuffle of its guestlist and an airline’s temporary mislaying of
actor-director Crispin Glover’s luggage (including the movie he was
premiering), the 17th Festival of Fantastic Films proved another hit for fans
of the bizarre, obscure and downright weird in international cinema. The
annual awards for best independent feature and short movie went,
respectively, to Paulo Sedazzali’s thriller The Toybox and Mike Flanagan’s
nightmarish Oculus, whilst Karl Holt’s hilarious horror comedy Eddie Loves
You received the Delta Award after the closest race ever for best amateur
entry. The re-enthused organisers have already booked Manchester’s Days
Hotel for the 18th Festival (31 August - 2 September 2007), when it’s hoped
Italian director Lamberto Bava will finally top the bill after this year’s
unavoidable raincheck.”
British Fantasy Awards. Oh, all right, here are the remaining categories that
I didn’t have room for up there in the bit that gets printed. Winners will be
announced at Fantasycon this month.
• NOVELLA Guy Adams, “Deadbeat” (Humdrumming); Jeffrey Ford, The
Cosmology of the Wider World; Joe Hill, Voluntary Committal; Paul Kane,
Signs of Life; Paul Meloy, “Dying In The Arms Of Jean Harlow (The Coming
Of The Autoscopes)” (The Third Alternative #42); Sean Wright, Dark Tales
of Space and Time; Stuart Young, “The Mask Behind the Face” (The Mask
Behind the Face & Other Stories).
• ANTHOLOGY; Allen Ashley, The Elastic Book Of Numbers; Peter Crowther,
Fourbodings; Gary Fry, Poe’s Progeny; Stephen Jones, The Mammoth Book
of Best New Horror 16; Stephen Jones, Don’t Turn Out the Light.
• COLLECTION Leigh Brackett, Sea-Kings of Mars & Other Worldly Stories;
Simon Clark, Hotel Midnight; Joe Hill, 20th Century Ghosts; Andrew Hook,
Beyond Each Blue Horizon; Tim Lees, The Life To Come; Stuart Young, The
Mask Behind the Face and Other Stories.
• SHORT FICTION Ramsey Campbell, “Just Behind You” (Poe’s Progeny); Joe
Hill, “Best New Horror” (Postscripts #3 & 20th Century Ghosts); Paul Kane,
“Homeland” (Assembly of Rogues); John Lucas, “Approaching Zero” (The
Elastic Book of Numbers); Will McIntosh, “Soft Apocalypse” (Interzone
#200); Marie O’Regan, “Can You See Me?” (Midnight Street #5); Sean
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Wright, “The Numberist” (New Wave Speculative Fiction).
• ARTIST Clive Barker, Randy Broecker, Les Edwards, Dominic Harman,
Richard Marchand, Robert Sammelin.
• SMALL PRESS Andy Cox, TTA Press; Peter Crowther, PS Publishing;
Andrew Hook, Elastic Press; D.F. Lewis, Nemonymous; Christopher Teague,
Pendragon Press.
Cultural Penetration. Captain Scarlet Lives! Moshe Feder notes another
“example of SF turning up in unexpected places. La Cie has just introduced a
new portable hard drive called the La Cie Rugged Hard Drive. The designer
says its appearance was inspired by a favorite British SF TV show of his
youth.” See URL:
http://www.lacie.com/company/news/news.htm?id=10265
Checkpoint. The complete 1970s run of Peter Roberts’s UK sf newsletter is
now archived on line. Peter Sullivan, who has transcribed no fewer than 34
issues, filled the last gap in Checkpoint’s second series on 7 September. Look
on his works, ye mighty, and despair.
http://checkpoint.ansible.co.uk/
Ansible 230 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2006. Thanks to Margaret Austin,
Alexander Campbell, Paul Cockburn, Paul Di Filippo, Vince Docherty, Peta
Lee, Robert Lichtman, Dave Linton, Petrea Mitchell, S.J. Perelman, The
Register, SF Site, John Toon, Tanaqui Weaver, Gary Wilkinson, and our
Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (BGN), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan
Stewart (Aus). Extra Hugo thanks to Bridget Bradshaw, Martin Hoare & Geri
Sullivan. 10 Sep 06.
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Tiny But Hostile
J.G. Ballard’s latest is not for the likes of us cowering, timorous fans:
“Kingdom Come goes far beyond the stockades of conventional science
fiction,” explains Ian Thomson in The Scotsman (9 September). [HB]
Vikram Chandra, author of the mainstream Sacred Games, declares his
literary roots: “I had always been a big fan of Isaac Asimov, and was writing
sci-fi stories by 11.” (Financial Times, 9 Sep) [MMW]
Jon Courtenay Grimwood has gone all stale: “After five years the Guardian
Review section has called time on the SF column (at least in its current guise
and by its current writer). While remaining ‘absolutely committed to genre,’
the Guardian feels it needs time to bring freshness to its current coverage.
Expect such ‘freshness’ to be unleashed on the Guardian reading public
sometime next year! / Everyone bet, when the column started, that it would
be killed within a year. In fact it lasted 5 times as long, and will undoubtedly
rise again from the grave, albeit with another spirit riding. / (And I know you
were there before me ...!)”
Harlan Ellison has launched further exciting litigation. The current suit is
against Gary Groth and Kim Thompson of Fantagraphics for (a) using his
trademarked name with the unwise subtitle “Famous comics dilettante” on
the cover of Comics Journal Library 8: The Writers, reprinting an old HE
interview; and (b) alleged defamation in their book Comics as Art (We Told
You So). Many thought they detected the hand of the master in the statement
of complaint, which describes Fantagraphics as “a tiny but hostile publishing
outfit”, Groth as “a scheming pathological liar ... an obsessively vindictive
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and petty man”, and Ellison as famous, fearless, magnanimous, scrupulous,
etc. Another coming lawsuit, according to Peter David, is against Pocket
Books for allowing the use of Ellison’s “City on the Edge of Forever”
character Edith Keeler in Star Trek novelizations by other hands.
Ursula Le Guin was dismayed by her listing in the “Highbrow/Despicable”
quadrant of a silly graphic feature in New York magazine. Being short of
shelf space, she donates surplus books to the library, which in turn holds sales
of stock ... and in due course the author John McNally, who’d sent her an
inscribed novel, grumbled in his weblog that this “pristine copy” had
shockingly been offered on eBay. Moral: if you are a famous writer deluged
with books, the only safe course is to burn them. (Which reminds me that a
US small-town twit called Alton Verm is striking a blow for decency by
demanding that his local school reading list be purged of licentious “filth”:
that is, of Fahrenheit 451.)
Chris Priest found that the studio which filmed The Prestige has become
infected by the novel’s theme of obsessive, demented secrecy. His cautious
commendation of the film (which they hadn’t trusted him to see – he might
give away the plot!) appeared in Empire alongside an interview with director
Christopher Nolan, who endeared himself by urging fans not to read the
book: “It spoils everything.” Even the usual author perk of a film tie-in
edition was vetoed in the USA. Though the movie has a different ending, the
studio folk don’t want anyone reading that 1995 novel for fear of ruining
“their” surprise. (Gollancz, however, acquired film artwork for a UK tie-in by
dint of savage persistence.) Ansible dares not reveal that the character
“Rosebud” is actually ...
Robert Anton Wilson, co-author of the Illuminatus! trilogy and guru of
offbeat thinking, has only months to live and is broke. He faced eviction from
his apartment until a fund-raising call brought help with the rent. Donations
to the cause of allowing RAW to die peacefully at home can be sent c/o
Futique Trust, PO Box 3561, Santa Cruz, CA 95063, USA (dollar checks
payable to him), or Paypal to olgaceline at gmail dot com. He writes: “I am
dumbfounded, flabbergasted, and totally stunned by the charity and
compassion that has poured in here the last three days. To steal from Jack
Benny, ‘I do not deserve this, but I also have severe leg problems and I don’t
deserve them either.’” [BB]
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Condy
14-15 Oct • Octocon, Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth, Ireland. €30 reg, student
€25, under-18 €15, supp €10. Contact Octocon c/o Electric Dragon, 19a Main
St, Blackrock, Co. Dublin. Sterling payments to “Dave Lally #2 A/C”, 64
Richborne Terrace, London, SW8 1AX.
25 Oct • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Rhiannon Lassiter.
30 Oct • David Gemmell (1948-2006): thanksgiving service in celebration of
his life. St James’s Church, Piccadilly, London, W1. 3pm.
10-12 Nov • Armadacon 18, Novotel, Plymouth. GoH Richard Bonehill,
Trevor Truran. £25 reg, £22 concessions. Contact 4 Gleneagle Avenue,
Mannamead, Plymouth, PL3 5HL.
10-12 Nov • Novacon 36, Walsall. GoH Ken MacLeod. £36 reg; £40 at door.
Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
20-22 Jul 07 • Year of the Teledu, Stage Hotel, Leicester. £35 reg. Hotel
B&B rates: single £55, double/twin £65 ordinary or £70 “premium”. Contact
14 Endsleigh Gdns, Beeston, Nottingham, NG9 2HJ.
3-5 Aug 07 • MeCon 10, Queen’s Elms Centre, Elms Village, Malone Rd,
Belfast. GoH Iain M. Banks. Details TBA.
31 Aug - 2 Sep 07 • Festival of Fantastic Films, Manchester. £70 reg.
Contact 95 Meadowgate Rd, Salford, Manchester, M6 8EN.
2-4 Nov 07 • Novacon 37, Walsall (again). Details TBA.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. On Cormac McCarthy’s The Road: “This marks a
significant departure for McCarthy, but it’s hardly a departure for apocalyptic
fiction and film, which have trafficked in these dark visions for decades. Of
course, McCarthy has borrowed from lowbrow forms before.” (Washington
Post review, 1 Oct) Our reporter Chris Lawson adds: “Ah, yes, the lowbrow
apocalyptic subgenre, with typical schlock like Lord of the Flies, Riddley
Walker, and Alas Babylon.”
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R.I.P. John M. Ford (1957-2006), unnervingly talented and versatile US sf
author, poet and wit, died unexpectedly c24 September; he was 49. Mike
Ford, as everyone knew him, won World Fantasy Awards for The Dragon
Waiting as novel and “Winter Solstice, Camelot Station” as short story,
though it’s actually a poem. I can’t add much to the flood of tributes on line.
We shared a birthday – though he was four years younger – and swapped
silly greetings every year. His were always funnier. I’ll miss him.
• Charles L. Grant (1942-2006), prolific US author and anthologist who was
best known for horror and dark fantasy but also wrote sf, died on 15
September. He was 62. His many awards included the Nebula (twice) and
World Fantasy Award, plus Stoker, World Horror and International Horror
Guild life achievement honours. [SFWA]
• Peter Ling (1926-2006), prolific UK tv scriptwriter who wrote for The
Avengers and Dr Who, died on 14 September aged 80. [JE]
• Sara Purdom (1930-2006) died on 14 September after long illness. Michael
Swanwick writes: “The wife of writer Tom Purdom, Sara was for many
decades one of the social lights of the Philadelphia sf scene. She was known
for her grace and intelligence, and as the creator of the sf lightbulb joke: Q.
How many science fiction characters does it take to change a lightbulb? A.
Two. One to change the bulb and one to say, ‘As you know, Fred, the
lightbulb was invented by Thomas Edison and operates by the principle of ...’
I’ve worked this joke into I forget how many public presentations, and the
audience always thought me terribly witty. Well, no. But I knew somebody
who was. Rest well, Sara.”
• Tetsuro Tamba (1922-2006), Japanese actor who played Tiger Tanaka in
You Only Live Twice, died on 25 September aged 84. Other genre work
included the popular anime movie The Cat Returns and the original Nihon
Chimbotsu (Japan Sinks). [PM]
• Liese van Santen (1952-2006), active in UK fanzines and con-running while
married to Martin Hoare in the 1970s, died in September: she was 53. [MH]
Dept of SF Prophecy. Prime Minister Blair’s grim determination to impose
ID cards on us all was anticipated over 50 years ago: “... Blair dug down into
the breast pocket of his tunic and came up with the pink identification card,
carried compulsorily by all members of the Hundred Suns Federation ...”
(A.J. Merak, Dark Andromeda, 1954) [BA]
Glittering Prizes. Recipients of the latest $500,000 MacArthur Foundation
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grants include George Saunders, a current World Fantasy Award short-story
finalist for “CommComm”, and David Macaulay, the author and illustrator of
Motel of the Mysteries (1979). [SFWA]
Market News. Emil Fortune writes: “I’m looking for short SF stories of
around 5K-7K words, to appear in an anthology for young adults. The book is
to be published by Walker Books around the end of 2007. The only real
restrictions on content are that the main character should be a teenager (or
similar; if we’re doing talking squid in outer space, they should be callow
calamari) and that the story should be reasonably age appropriate (not too
much in the way of sex and violence).” Email for more details: emil.fortune
at walker co uk. Deadline: end February.
As Others See Us II. Simon Hoggart, reporting on the UK Liberal Democrat
party conference, has a theory that writing sf is a sublimation of what could
have been so much worse: “One thing that hasn’t changed is the sense that,
with the Lib Dems, we are dealing with a rather lonely boy in his bedroom.
Some such have model railways, some invent new planets and go on to
become bestselling science fiction writers. Others, like the Lib Dems, create
masterplans for the management of an entire society and nation.” (Guardian,
23 September) [SB/GS]
Random Fandom. Jim Benford is staying in London until 1 December, and
hopes to meet fans: 69B Elizabeth St, London, SW1W 9PJ; 0207 823 4211.
• Flick & Dr Plokta were married on 15 September, an event described by
ace reporter Claire Brialey as “Flick’s upgrading to Mrs Mike Scott version
2.0.” Kilted “junior bridesmaid” James Bacon made a speech: “When Flick
was seven, she took a great interest in acrobatic gymnastics. And when Flick
was seven, Mike was on his first honeymoon, where he took a great interest
...”
• Joe Gordon told the world: “The next [Forbidden Planet] catalogue will not
now carry the Dave Langford Action Figure – it was planned to come with a
range of accessories but we simply couldn’t fit all the little plastic awards
replicas into the package.”
• Peter Coleborn & Jan Edwards were married on 15 September in Leek:
“As a wedding present, they are the new editors of the British Fantasy
Society’s magazine, Dark Horizons.” [PC]
• Debby & Mike Moir were deeply frustrated to miss L.A.con IV – the one
year they were Hugo nominees: “Four days before we were due to fly, some
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doctors surprised us by deciding Debby needed urgent heart surgery. We had
a rather scary few weeks, but nearly one month post operation; Debby has a
repaired valve and is almost back to 100%.”
British Fantasy Awards. NOVEL (August Derleth Award): Neil Gaiman,
Anansi Boys. NOVELLA Stuart Young, “The Mask Behind the Face” (The
Mask Behind the Face & Other Stories). ANTHOLOGY Allen Ashley, The
Elastic Book of Numbers. COLLECTION Joe Hill, 20th Century Ghosts. SHORT
Joe Hill, “Best New Horror” (Postscripts #3). ARTIST Les Edwards. SMALL
PRESS Peter Crowther, PS Publishing.
• SPECIAL (Karl Edward Wagner Award): Stephen Jones. BFS COMMITTEE
FOUNDERS AWARD Keith Walker, Rosemary Pardoe, Phil Spencer, David
Sutton.
Fantasycon. Marion Pitman was there: “Fantasycon in Nottingham was
good, with a turnout of well over 300. Usual problems with new hotel like
they ran out of beer (‘no, honestly, they really will drink that much’), but it
seemed to me that the management was showing willing. Apparently when
Graham Joyce complained about the red wine, the bar manager tasted it, said,
‘It is awful, isn’t it,’ and instructed some decent stuff to be produced. The
quality definitely improved. All the guests were very entertaining; most
programme items started not too late; the panels were interesting, some even
keeping to the subject. The auction was a mess; improvement was promised
next year. None of the plaques fell off the awards. Clive Barker’s trousers
looked like someone had thrown up over them; as someone else said, ‘You
have to be very rich to wear trousers like that.’ He spoke very well as always,
passionate, visionary, and completely filthy.”
Fanfundery. TAFF: the latest ballot has at last been finalized with just two
candidates for the 2007 eastbound trip, Chris Garcia and Mary Kay Kare.
• JETS, the one-off fund to take a European fan to Nippon 2007, has aroused
“expressions of interest” but no formal nominations as yet. Deadline is 13
November 2006 (www.astralpole.org).
C.o.A. Merv & Helena Binns, #1 Plymouth St, East Bentleigh, Vic 3165,
Australia (parcels still to PO Box 315, Carnegie 3163).
• John Jarrold, Flat 31, Park Lane Mansions, Eversfield Place, St Leonard’son-Sea, E Sussex, TN37 6DB (NB: unsolicited MSS thrown away unread).
Outraged Letters. Brian Ameringen admires the faint praise of Ziesing
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Books salesmanship, as applied to Diana Wynne Jones’s Year of the Griffin:
“Jones sells reasonably well for us. I’ve deduced from this fact alone – that
she’s not a total hack. Here’s a humorous fantasy ...”
• Paul Beardsley spotted a deeply subtle John Norman allusion on ITV: “Did
you happen to see Wire In The Blood last Wednesday [20 Sep]? It featured a
villain who lured young women to his dungeon where they were obliged to
wear handcuffs, undergo humiliation and so on. The investigating
psychologist found a poster by Boris Vallejo (or someone similar) in one of
the victims’ bedrooms. He recognised the poster as an illustration from the
series of Vor [sic] books, and concluded that the villain was drawing
inspiration from them.” (I don’t remember much of that kind of thing in Lois
McMaster Bujold – Ed.)
• Paul Cornell: “I’m usually, mostly, onside for your war against the makers
of Space Station Spacey, who insist that their show is ‘not SF’ because it has
people and jokes in it. But I think your quoting of Russell Davies the other
month confuses two different things. Russell’s never said the new Who isn’t
SF. He’s said that he’s consciously trying to make it less SFnal. And, as he
says elsewhere in that interview, that that is actually against his own
inclinations. The dividing line is hypocrisy. There’s a difference between
insisting, usually through ignorance, sometimes through panic at the niche
that’s opening up in front of you, that your very SF show is not SF, and
deliberately reducing the SF elements in an SF show. The latter may not be to
our taste, but it’s an honourable strategy.” (Not all “As Others See Us”
quotes are presented as examples of hypocrisy. We’ve even been known to
include people who openly admit to liking sf – Ed.)
• Cuddles writes: “Electrical Eggs UK is supporting one of our members to
produce a fanzine reflecting on how the sf community provides a safe haven
for persons suffering from mental illness. We believe this will help people
understand how difficult ordinary activities become for fans with a mental
illness or handicap such as depression or dyslexia. We are recruiting helpers
prepared to spend ½ hour on the phone to assist with this fanzine.”
Volunteers: email eggsuk.access4sf at ntlworld com; phone 0141 587 1461.
• Greg Egan was “gobsmacked by the level of scientific illiteracy” in New
Scientist’s uncritical report (9 Sep) on the Roger Shawyer space drive
proposal, which magically defies conservation of momentum. Full polemic
and discussion at tinyurl.com/n3c7a.
Small Press. Science Fiction Chronicle 267 (September 2006, numbered 266
752

but following two issues both numbered 265) has Octavia Butler’s death in
February as its lead news story. The “current issue” on the SFC website –
which still claims monthly publication – is February 2005.
Cultural Penetration. Simo has been reading, as one does, Postman Pat’s
Summer Storybook (John Cunliffe, 1987): “‘Would you like a book to read on
the train?’ said Katy. / ‘Mmmm ... that sounds like a good idea,’ said Pat.
‘What have you got?’ / ‘This looks good,’ said Katy. ‘“The Hobbit”. It’s
about dragons and magic.’ / ‘Yes,’ said Pat. ‘Thanks. It’ll make a change
from parcels and letters.’”
Hideous Gaffes. A230: Thog and his researcher were taunted with extreme
prejudice for failing to imagine a cube balanced on its corner. A229: Patrick
Nielsen Hayden corrects “a subtle error ... The Incompleat Terry Carr wasn’t
a ‘memorial’ fanzine, given that it was published a good fifteen or sixteen
years before Terry actually died.”
Group Gropes. London: The cellar bar of the Melton Mowbray pub (First
Thursday venue) is already booked for the Xmas meeting date of 21 Dec:
using the smaller upstairs bar seems the easiest option. [PT]
The Dead Past. Inspired by the on-line Checkpoint, Greg Pickersgill and
others have created a searchable archive of the previous UK newszine, Ron
Bennett’s Skyrack (1959-1971): www.gostak.co.uk/skyrack.
Thog’s Masterclass. Breathing Exercises Dept. “Faraday, eighteen-year-old
daughter of Earl Isend of Skarabost, sat soaking up the atmosphere with her
intelligent green eyes.” (Sarah Douglass, The Wayfarer Redemption, 1997)
[NR]
• Dept of Facial Contortion. “Pym returned him a fixed smile over eyes
blazing with fury.” (Lois McMaster Bujold, A Civil Campaign, 1999) [CB]
• Light of Other Days Dept. “She saw through its ‘eyes’, which were packets
of specialized nerves designed to collect information from a spectrum far
exceeding human comprehension, from light waves now unseen but which
were common when the planet was young and newly cooled.” (William R.
Trotter, Warrener’s Beastie, 2006) [DL]
• Dept of Teleporting Sweat, Crossed Eyes and X-Ray Vision. “Sweat rolled
down the woman’s face as she spoke, and beaded on the narrow face of the
other man present.” “His eyes popped open, and for a moment they stared at
each other almost nose to nose.” “Perhaps it was the hangdog way they sat,
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shoulders slumped, eyes on the ground under their boots.” (all Robert Jordan,
The Fires of Heaven, 1993) [CL]
• Serious Mainstream Dept, or My Vegetable Love Should Grow ... “He felt
his cashew become a banana, and then a rippled yam, bursting with weight.”
(John Updike, Brazil, 1994) [ADH]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 13 October: Brum Group, Britannia Hotel, New St, Birmingham. 7.45pm.
£3 members, £4 non-members. Contact bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk.
• 2 November: Heffers (Cambridge) 2nd SF & Fantasy Evening, 6.30pm on.
Tickets £2.00 redeemable against purchase. Contact Heffers Bookshop, The
Grafton Centre, Cambridge; 01223 568573; email sarah.whyley at heffers co
uk.
• 3 November: Brum Group, as above. Speaker TBA.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page:
http://news.ansible.co.uk/ansilink.html
Stop Press Obituary. After the paper version of this Ansible had been
printed and posted, more bad news arrived. Wilson “Bob” Tucker (19142006), much-honoured US sf author and unquestioned dean of fandom as we
know it, died on 6 October aged 91. Here’s the initial SFWA notice:
http://www.sfwa.org/news/2006/wtucker.htm
Ansible 231 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2006. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Barbara Barrett, Steve Baxter, Chris Bell, Hamish Bruce, Peter Coleborn,
John Eggeling, Arthur D. Hlavaty, Martin Hoare, Duncan Lawie,
Christodoulos Litharis, Petrea Mitchell, Nonie Rider, David L. Russell,
Graham Sleight, Paul Treadaway, Martin Morse Wooster, and our Hero
Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and
Alan Stewart (Australia). 7 Oct 06.

754

Ansible 232, November 2006
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU.
Web ansible.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X
(online). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Harry Bell(issimo). Available for
SAE or a porgee pouch.
Convoy Cancelled. As warned in Ansible 230, the 2007 Eastercon needed a
hefty membership boost and had committed itself to getting further
assurances about Adelphi Hotel security in order to continue. One or both
failed to materialize, and the cancellation was announced on 31 October. The
Convoy bid was assembled late in the day when no one else was prepared to
bid for the 2007 event. Now, though, plans for a last-minute replacement – to
be held over Easter, though probably on a smaller scale than Eastercon – are
being energetically discussed.

Minions of the PUKON
Margaret Atwood ran true to form in the Wired anthology of six-word sf
stories: “Starlet sex scandal. Giant squid involved.” [EK]
John Clute revealed more or less unexpected longings in a recent
appreciation of Kim Stanley Robinson: “A tureen might balance on the top of
the head of Stan Robinson, like the antlers of Bambi ... We noticed the low
center of gravity of the man. The assumption of balance. The calmness of the
eyes under the tureen one kept longing to place upon the head.” (Capclave
2006 Convention Guide) [KMcA]
Chris Priest saw The Prestige film at last and was alarmed by the dropping
of a name that wasn’t in his novel, nor in the annals of magic: one scene turns
on the appropriate use of a stage magician’s Langford knot, or “Langford
double”. (“I can slip a Langford under water ...”)
• Meanwhile, on 5 November: “The premiere was a blast of tremendously
enjoyable unreality, the like of which I had never experienced before. It was
all incredibly good fun, with wonderful food, more champagne than we could
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drink (but had a good shot at, and did drink more than we should have), plus
glittery company with names and faces of vast familiarity ... Michael Caine,
Andy Serkis, Hugh Jackman, and so on. We have Lizzy and Simon’s photos
to prove most of it.
• I thought the red carpet outside the cinema where the premiere took place
would be laid from the door of the cinema to the kerb, where the car would
drop us. Instead, the car stopped what felt like two tube stops away from
Leicester Square, whereupon we were confronted with a red carpet stretching
away into the distance. It was lined on both sides by hundreds of fans with
cameras, all calling my name and trying to get me to wave to them. (They
had a funny way of pronouncing ‘Chris’ ... it sounded more like ‘Hugh’.
Wonder if that was anything to do with the actor who was walking a few
paces behind us?)” [CP]
Senator Rick Santorum (R) had a blinding political insight: the USA has
avoided terrorist attack for five years because the “Eye of Mordor” was
instead fixed on Iraq. “As the hobbits are going up Mount Doom, the Eye of
Mordor is being drawn somewhere else,” Santorum said ... “It’s being drawn
to Iraq and it’s not being drawn to the U.S.,” he continued. “You know what?
I want to keep it on Iraq. I don’t want the Eye to come back here to the
United States.” (Herald Standard, 17 Oct) [JDB] Exactly who are the hobbits
in this analogy remains uncertain. We await a new Middle East analysis when
Santorum has read Doc Smith. (See Letters supplement.)
Michael Swanwick writes: “I was on a panel at Capclave this past weekend,
where – at last! – Patrick Nielsen Hayden explained reading for the Wired
Generation: ‘The book is the source code, the brain is the compiler, and the
experience produced in the reader is the executable.’”
Terri Windling’s Devon house went on the market with a unique selling
point: “The images adorning the walls of Weavers Cottage were created by a
British artist who won an Oscar for best set decoration on The Lord Of The
Rings. Alan Lee’s The Goblin Market mural is based on Christina Rossetti’s
19th century ‘fairy tale’ poem of female sexuality. It is housed in the kitchen
...” Other artists involved were Brian Froud and Charles Vess. The estate
agent naturally tries to have it both ways: “the murals had added £25,000 to
the value of the cottage. But the new owner could paint over them if they
wished.” (Metro, 10 October) [FM]
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Contristation
10-12 Nov • Armadacon 18, Novotel, Plymouth. Now £30 reg.
10-12 Nov • Novacon 36, Quality Hotel, Walsall. £40 at the door.
22 Nov • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Jo Fletcher.
8 Dec • British Fantasy Society open night, Devereux pub, Essex St, off the
Strand, London. 6.30pm onwards. All welcome.
6-9 Apr 07 • Convoy (Eastercon), Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool: CANCELLED.
Refunds will follow. Contact Convoy, 81 Western Rd, London, E13 9JE.
Watch this space for a possible alternative. (See Letters supplement.)
19-22 July 07 • Sectus 2007 (Harry Potter), Park Crescent Conf Centre,
London. Now £55 reg until 31 Jan 07; £65 thereafter. Contact 251 Reddicap
Heath Rd, Sutton Coldfield, W Midlands, B75 7ES.
3-5 Aug 07 • MeCon 10, Queen’s Elms Centre, 78 Malone Rd, Belfast. GoH
Iain M. Banks. £14/£12 concessions, rising to £16/£14 concessions on 1 Jan
07. Contact 115 Malone Road, Belfast, BT9 6SP.
2-4 Nov 07 • Novacon 37, Walsall (again). £35 reg, or £34 at Novacon 36.
Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Slate can tell what’s too good to be sf: “Battlestar
Galactica (Sci Fi, Fridays at 9 p.m. ET), now entering its third season, is not
science fiction – or ‘speculative fiction’ or ‘SF,’ or whatever you’re supposed
to call it these days. Ignore the fact that the series is a remake of a late-’70s
Star Wars knockoff. Forget that its action variously unfolds on starships and
on a colonized planet called New Caprica. And never mind its stunning
special effects, which outclass the endearingly schlocky stuff found
elsewhere on its network. Sullen, complex, and eager to obsess over grand
conspiracies and intimate betrayals alike, it is TV noir.” (Troy Patterson, 13
October) [MG]
R.I.P. Paul Ableman (1927-2006), UK author and playwright whose
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metafictional sf novel The Twilight of the Vilp appeared in 1969, died on 25
October aged 79. [JE]
• Ed Benedict (1912-2006), animator of The Flintstones, died on 28 August;
he was 94. [PDF]
• Ron Bennett (1933-2006), long-time UK fan who was the 1958 TAFF
delegate and edited the classic sf newsletter Skyrack (1959-1971, now
archived on line), died on 5 November soon after being diagnosed with
leukaemia. He was 73. [AB] Another pillar of fandom gone, alas.
• Nelson S. Bond (1908-2006), old-time US author and rare book dealer
whose first sf story appeared in Astounding in 1937, died on 4 November; he
would have been 98 this month. SFWA honoured him as Author Emeritus in
1998. [AIP/RR] Who could forget his other 1937 title, “Mr Mergenthwirker’s
Lobblies”?
• Nelson de la Rosa (1968-2006), Dominican-born “world’s smallest actor”
(at 2' 4') who was Moreau’s henchman in the dire The Island of Dr Moreau
(1996 remake), died on 22 October aged 38. [GW]
• William Franklyn (1925-2006), veteran UK actor who took over Peter
Jones’s role as the Book for the 2004 Radio 4 Hitchhiker, died in October; he
was 81. [SJD]
• Phyllis Kirk (1929-2006), US film actress who was the menaced heroine in
House of Wax (1953), died on 19 October aged 77. [CH]
• Arthur Hill (1922-2006), Canadian-born character actor whose genre credits
included The Andromeda Strain, Something Wicked This Way Comes and
One Magic Christmas, died on 22 October aged 84. [SJD]
• Nigel Kneale (1922-2006), UK tv scriptwriter and novelist most famous for
his BBC serials The Quatermass Experiment (1953), Quatermass II (1955)
and Quatermass and the Pit (1958-9), died on 29 October. He was 84. Other
highly regarded tv productions were his 1954 adaptation of Orwell’s 1984,
and the original plays The Year of the Sex Olympics (1969) and The Stone
Tape (1972). [JL]
• Darrell Richardson (?1918-2006), US fan and Southern Baptist minister
who was an expert on Edgar Rice Burroughs, died on 19 September aged 88.
He had been active in 1940s Cincinnati fandom. [AIP]
• David Stewart (1960-2006), Irish journalist and sf fan who worked on
several Octocons and was a highly effective head of Promotions for the 2005
Glasgow Worldcon, died from oesophageal cancer on 12 October. There are
plans for a one-day Dublin event in his memory on 3 February 2007. [POM]
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• Philip Strick (1939-2006), UK film critic and sf enthusiast who taught
Britain’s first adult sf evening classes and wrote the 1976 Science Fiction
Movies (“one of the best early books on the subject” – SF Encyclopedia),
died suddenly on 7 October. He had been a popular speaker at conventions.
• Wilson “Bob” Tucker (1914-2006), much-honoured US sf author, inventor
of the term “space opera”, and unquestioned dean of fandom as we know it,
died on 6 October; he was 91. I fondly remember his 1979 UK visit and his
insistence on seeking out insignificant young fan Langford “to shake the hand
that tweaked Harlan’s nose.” (Don’t ask.) A lovable and greatly loved man
who “served for 70 years as the most intelligent and articulate and
sophisticated fan the American science-fiction community is ever likely to
boast of.” (John Clute, Independent, 12 October) See Letters supplement.
• Jane Wyatt (1910-2006), US actress who co-starred in Lost Horizon (1937),
and much later played Spock’s mother in the original Star Trek and in ST IV:
The Voyage Home, died on 20 October; she was 96. Her other genre film was
Amityville: The Evil Escapes (1989). [AIP]
• LATE ENTRIES: Pamela Cleaver, UK children’s author and creative writing
teacher at UEA, died in November 2005; she published a handful of stories in
Richard Davis’s Armada Sci-Fi and Space anthologies, 1974-1980. [CC]
• Ivor Latto, Scots architect who as a fan artist drew covers and interiors for
Speculation, Vector, and other 1960s fanzines, and published one issue of his
own zine Fankle, reportedly died in Spring 2004. [AIP]
Thog’s Translation Masterclass. “Just before she collapsed, her nipples had
pointed proudly to the sky.”
• “Tyler was fuming with hatred, so much so that he was in tears. He was, in
fact, sad.”
• “Leslie had sensitive ears. Flora’s voice seeped into every one of his cells
through his eardrums, and rocked him gently from within.” (all Koji Suzuki
[of Ring fame], Paradise, trans Tyran Grillo, 2006) [RF]
World Fantasy Awards, presented on 4 November: NOVEL Haruki
Murakami, Kafka on the Shore. NOVELLA Joe Hill, Voluntary Committal.
SHORT George Saunders, “CommComm” (New Yorker 8/05) ANTHOLOGY
Marvin Kaye, ed., The Fair Folk. COLLECTION Bruce Holland Rogers, The
Keyhole Opera. ARTIST James Jean. SPECIAL/PROFESSIONAL Sean Wallace,
Prime Books. SPECIAL/NON-PROFESSIONAL David Howe & Stephen Walker,
Telos Books. LIFE ACHIEVEMENT John Crowley, Stephen Fabian.
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How to Write Headlines. The Sunday Telegraph magazine ran a (good and
serious) article on James Tiptree Jr by her biographer Julie Phillips, flagged
on the front cover as The Woman from Mars: How a sex-change socialite
became a sci-fi god. [PW]
• John M. Ford would surely have laughed no end at the St Paul Pioneer
Press headline for his 27 October memorial event: Crafters of sci-fi attend
obscure writer’s eulogy. [ML]
Moving Pictures. The Childsplay tv production of Terry Pratchett’s Johnny
and the Bomb is shortlisted for an International Emmy (results 20 November)
and two BAFTAs: best drama and best script. [CS]
Random Fandom. Saxon Bullock wants someone, anyone, to rent his flat in
Bounds Green (London N11) for 6 months to June 2007, when the lease runs
out: 07904 009859.
• Graham Charnock, self-confessed Old Man whose fanzine Phile appeared
in 1966, is 60 this month.
As Others See Us II. Slate continues to treat Battlestar Galactica as a very
special case: “But most critics take pains to point out that this is more than
another dorked-out sci-fi fest.” (13 October) [HF]
Fanfundery. TAFF: with Eastercon 2007 cancelled, Chris Garcia and Mary
Kay Kare are racing to ... where?
• JETS, the one-off Europe to Nippon 2007 fund, has two known candidates:
Liam Proven and Robert Sneddon. Nominations close 13 Nov.
• Bellissimo! is a fine showcase of Harry Bell’s fan art, compiled by Rob
Jackson (Chinthay, Nightingale Ln, Hambrook, nr Chichester, PO18 8UH)
and available from him or US agent Rich Coad (124 Cottage Ave, Richmond,
CA 94801) at £8/$14 post paid. A4; 122pp inc card covers. Proceeds to the
Get Harry fund (Bell to Corflu 2007); any surplus to TAFF, GUFF, etc.
The Soft Sell. Fine Condition Books offers a particularly mouth-watering
copy of Keith Roberts’s Molly Zero: “Hard Cover. Very Fine/Very Fine.
Signed by Author. An immaculate, unread copy of the first edition of this
1980 novel, published in the genre-defining yellow dustjacket by the golems
of Gollancz. Pristine blue boards are kept in place by a spine so tight, solid
and clean that the Bridge over the River Kwai would lean on it for support,
pages as white as a pair of tennis shorts after their first biological washday
and a dw whose superlative condition redefines the concepts of cleanliness
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and shine ...” [BA]
C.o.A. Lilian Edwards has moved to take up a Chair of Internet Law for a
year: 52 Orchards Way, Highfield, Southampton, SO17 1RE. Derek Pickles,
Flat 4, Holroyd Ct, 18 Aygill Avenue, Bradford, BD9 6JL.
The Hard Sell. Battlestar Galactica (what, again?) has unveiled a sure-fire
scheme to boost the viewer figures. Synopsis: “When Baltar is held hostage
and tortured, Six will take pity and mentally ‘pleasure’ him to ease his pain.
In fact, nudity and free love are rampant on the Cylon base ship. ‘We reveal a
very sensual, libertine permissiveness among the Cylons,’ says exec producer
Ron Moore. There’s even a rumor that we’ll see some three-way Cylon sex.
‘Oh, that’s way more than a rumor,’ Moore promises.” (TV Guide, 2 October)
[TW] Oh dear.
International Horror Guild Awards. NOVEL Brett Easton Ellis, Lunar Park.
SHORT FICTION Rick Bowes, “There’s a Hole in the City” (Sci Fiction). MIDLENGTH Caitlín Kiernan, “La Peau Verte” (To Charles Fort, with Love). LONG
Gary Braunbeck, “Kiss of the Mudman” (Home Before Dark). COLLECTION
Joe Hill, 20th Century Ghosts. PERIODICAL Postscripts. ILLUSTRATED Enki
Bilal, Memories. NONFICTION S.T. Joshi & Stefan Dziemianowicz, eds,
Supernatural Literature of the World: An Encyclopedia. ART Clive Barker
exhibition: “Visions of Heaven and Hell (and Then Some)”. LIVING LEGEND
Chelsea Quinn Yarbro. All presented 2 November at WFC.
Outraged Letters. Brian Ameringen finds science imitating sf: “Galaxies
banged into each other 210 million years ago, scientists believe ...” (Metro,
19 Oct) “I thought E.E. Smith phrased it rather well [Two thousand million or
so years ago two galaxies were colliding ...] and what’s an order of
magnitude between friends!”
• John Bark has a book report: “... The Complete Polysyllabic Spree by Nick
Hornby, which records Hornby’s awesome embarrassment at buying
Excession (it has a SPACE SHIP on the cover, cringe, cringe). Feel his
struggle with the blurb enigmatic: surely an artefact is something you find in
a museum? Learn of his painful tears as he manfully tries to relate the plot to
the blurb. Pity his ultimate realization that he does not understand SF at all
and must abjure the genre for at least 6 months to recover from the trauma –
so different from the intense pleasure felt 100 pages earlier re-reading The
Sirens of Titan (now apparently forgotten).... Unfortunately, I can’t vouch for
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the entire accuracy of the above (I might have made up the tears) and I’m not
buying the thing, not even for Ansible.”
• Sam J. Lundwall continues to flatter: “Thank you so much for keeping me
on the Ansible e-mailing list, a shining light in this darkness before the end of
whatever it is the end of. I love your intellectuality, your wit, your hair, your
way of sloshing the beer. I am mostly silent these days – problems with eyes
and various other orifices and limbs &c makes me live a quiet life – but I do
enjoy Ansible, my main window into That Void Out There.”
• Vonda McIntyre takes Ansible to task for not stating with sufficient vigour
that “Ursula [Le Guin] doesn’t sell inscribed books. She doesn’t sell used
books at all. She doesn’t donate inscribed books to the library charity, either
– she sends them to the University of Oregon to reside with the rest of her
papers, because otherwise the books would outpace the room in her house
(rather than just the room in her bookcases). Your report in the last Ansible
kind of overlooked the fact that the McNally book got into the wrong stack
by mistake ...”
Small Press. The Hub is a new, bimonthly UK sf/f/horror print magazine
(“80pp colour glossy”) edited by Lee Harris and launching in early December
2006. Contact: www.hub-mag.co.uk or Hub Magazine, 3 Cobble Court
Mews, York, YO24 1BB. Payment for fiction is £25/thou, but they have a
full list and are not yet accepting submissions.
The Dead Past. 30 Years Ago, Britain’s sf newsletter revealed a little known
US election promise from Jimmy Carter: “If I become President, I’ll make
every piece of information this country has about UFO sightings available to
the public and the scientists. I am convinced that UFOs exist because I have
seen one.” (Checkpoint 76, Nov 1976)
Group Gropes. Bristol Beer & Blake’s 7 meeting, 25 Nov: Knight’s
Templar, Temple Sq, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6DG. 12:30-7pm/later.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Female Characterization. “‘So much for your
methodical methods!’ said Ilsa scornfully, wrinkling her nose at him and
putting out her little pink tongue.” (Bill Spencer, “The Watchtower”, New
Worlds 97, August 1960) [JB]
• Neat Tricks Dept. “I tilted my face up, eyes closed against the stinging
drops, and watched the garden flash bright with the crack of lightning.” (C.E.
Murphy, Thunderbird Falls, 2006) [MKK]
762

• Dept of Public Nudity in Old Glasgow. “... two hundred and seventy three
years ago [...] The inmates of these hovels earned a living by knitting caps
and mufflers for the inhabitants of Glasgow who, even then, wore almost
nothing else.” (Alasdair Gray, “The Crank That Made The Revolution”,
1971) [BA]
• Influence of Stephen R. Donaldson Dept. “Their horses were foul spinesprung things, malandered about the necks, beshat greenly across the
hindquarters, and trailing ropy harls of yellow snot blown from all the
orifices of their heads.” (Charles Frazier, Cold Mountain, 1997) [MMW]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 9 November: M. John Harrison signing at Forbidden Planet, London. 67pm.
• 18 November: Adam Roberts at Folkestone Literary Festival. 4:30pm,
Metropole Galleries, Folkestone. Free.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page:
http://news.ansible.co.uk/ansilink.html
The Preserving Machine. Rob Ensor writes: “2007 will be the 25th
anniversary of the death of Philip K. Dick. We hope to commemorate this
occasion by producing a memorial volume of [new] short stories, poetry,
reviews, animadversions, essays & artwork.” No contributor payments, no
profits expected; just a fannish labour of love. Contact The PKD Project, 4
Drews House, Druids Heath, Birmingham, B14 5PQ, or robensor at tiscali co
uk.
It’s the Arts. Heather & Ivan Morison (appearing with Adam Roberts at the
Folkestone festival, above) have developed a cunning formula for turning old
sf books into Art by taking them abroad and inserting floral souvenirs
between the pages: Foundation and Empire with Mongolian wildflowers
(2003), A Clockwork Orange with Ecuadorian wildflowers (2005), Star
Maker with Bulgarian mountain wildflowers (2005).... Ansible wonders if
one could storm the bastions of the Turner Prize by lovingly pressing catdoings within a copy of Battlefield Earth on a trip to East Grinstead.
http://www.morison.info/
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Ansible 232 Letters
Alex von Thorn on Senator Rick Santorum
Several readers echoed Haydn Rawlinson’s comment: ‘As of now,
former Senator Rick Santorum. Gosh. Could the belaboured
analogy included in the election-day Ansible mailing have had
anything to do with his resounding defeat?’ Alex von Thorn
analysed it further:
So if I understand Senator Santorum’s metaphor, Iraq is where the
outnumbered and overpowered forces of good do battle against a
technologically superior superpower, distracting the Eye of Dubyon from his
own doorstep while a team of suicide hobbits is stealthily creeping towards
Mount Doom-on-the-Potomac to ensure the final victory against evil. Where
Shi’ite dwarves and Ba’athist elves stand shoulder-to-shoulder with the
heroic warriors led by Aragorn bin Laden and Faramir al-Sadr? Can the
entish Liberal Democrats stop talking and rise up against Isengard-by-theThames? Will Cheney’s men take over the Shire after the fall of Dubyon, will
the suicide hobbits rise for one last mission against the occupation of their
own homeland, or will Cheney be stabbed in the back by his minion Don
Rummy in a post-war denouement? In the final chapter, after the heroic
suicide hobbits have completed their task, will they be carried off on wings to
a Valinorian paradise?
I’d rather wait for Aslan to defeat the evil sovereign and return a summertime
of civil liberties and alert-level greens throughout the land.
(Thanks for a much-needed election-day laugh.) .
Alex von Thorn

A letter from Convoy
The committee has been forced to cancel Convoy, and will be returning the
money for all attending, supporting, junior and infant and cuddly toy
memberships of the convention. We feel that you, who showed your support
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for Convoy by joining, are owed an explanation for this decision as well as
just money. Please excuse this being a ‘form letter’; it’s a bit of a busy time
just now, and we want to refund your money by December.
At the time of the bid, and during the months after it, some fans expressed
concerns about security at the Adelphi, and we promised to address those
concerns. In order to do this we asked the Adelphi for various assurances,
which they gave us. In July 2006 a story appeared in a local Liverpool
newspaper which seemed to indicate that none of our concerns were being
met; we went to the Adelphi and talked with the manager, and established
that in fact and contrary to the story in the paper, their security staff had not
been got rid of, new secure storage had already been bought and installed, a
survey of the building for new CCTV was taking place ten days after our
visit, and plans to install new locks on every bedroom door were already in
hand. Unfortunately this last work was not actually to be done until later this
year but the manager had been given a date in October for the work to start,
and we agreed that we would inspect the locks in situ at the beginning of
November.
Quite reasonably, she required something from us in return for their jumping
through hoops for us. and we said that we would be in a position at the time
of that November visit to give her a guarantee that Convoy would fill every
bedroom in the hotel over Easter 2007. In the absence of that assurance in
November, she would not be able to undertake to reserve all the bedrooms for
us, but would expect to release them to members of the public from a month
before the convention.
By the middle of October not enough people had joined Convoy for us to be
able to feel confident that we would fill the Adelphi. We were coming to the
conclusion that we would almost certainly have to cancel Convoy, but still
hoped to be able to get a lot of members in the run-up to Christmas,
particularly since we expected to be able to tell everyone loud and clear at the
beginning of November about the new locks and CCTV and so on.
Unfortunately the work on the locks was put back until December 9th by the
chain’s management.
Since we could not tell Convoy’s potential members that we were entirely
satisfied with the new security arrangements when we had not actually seen
the new locks and tested them, and so would not be able to hope for a
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significant rise in membership, we could not guarantee that Convoy would
fill all the bedrooms at the Adelphi. We decided that many people would
consider that having the general public booked in over Easter would be an
unacceptable security risk, as well as making the convention a less relaxed
and pleasant event, and very reluctantly told the Adelphi that we would not
be able to run Convoy there. We had already failed to find any other hotel
prepared to offer us sole occupancy over Easter 2007, and felt that given the
strong expressions of anxiety about security we’d already heard, we could not
run Convoy in any site that was potentially unsecurable because of the
presence of the general public.
We are extremely sorry to have let down those people – you – who supported
Convoy and did want to go to the Adelphi, but in the circumstances it simply
couldn’t be done.
Chris Bell pp the Convoy Committee

Martin Sketchley on the cancelled Eastercon
I was sorry to read about Convoy’s cancellation. The Adelphi has been a
lucky place for me. I attended my first SF convention there in 1997. Chris
Priest had advised me that such conventions were the place to be if one
wanted to get somewhere (although where that might be, he didn’t say), so
off I went. I was nervous, knew no-one, nothing about conventions, what to
do or when. However, one of the good things about the Adelphi is it’s size: a
nervous con newcomer can wander around looking as if they’re looking for
someone, walking into the bar or book room, glancing around and walking
out again, without attracting too much attention. That was what I did.
Chris had advised me that the bar was the best place to meet people, so that’s
where I went most frequently. On one visit I recognised two people: David
Garnett and Rog Peyton. Both their glasses were empty, so I sidled up to
them, cleared my throat and whispered the magic words: ‘Can I buy you a
drink?’ They were both very friendly, and I spent the evening being
introduced to writers, artists and editors. I didn’t look back. A couple of years
later the 1999 Eastercon was again at the Adelphi. At this con I was
introduced to John Parker of MBA Literary Agents. We talked, he told me to
send him something, and a few months later he agreed to represent me. Then
things really started to happen.
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The 2007 Eastercon would have been the 10th anniversary of my first, and
just a month or so after the publication of my third novel – The Liberty Gun.
It’s a shame I won’t be able to return to complete the circle, and perhaps give
something back.
Martin Sketchley

Earl Kemp has the right of it
Dave, you’re running far too many obituaries. Please take a break for a bit.
Earl Kemp

John Sisson provided a late obit
Denis Gifford (1927-2000) was more on the comic book side of fandom but
he loved his space heroes and wrote a book about the comic space heroes of
the 40s and 50s: Space Aces! Comic Book Heroes from the Forties and Fifties
(1992). When reading that book he mentioned a pamphlet he put out on a
whim in the early 1950s. He also mentioned that he thought there were no
copies left anymore. About 6 months ago I managed to find a copy of this
‘mythical’ (or obscure) pamphlet. I thought your readers might enjoy the
nostalgia of this (some may have even purchased it) but I think most have
never seen this wonderful amateur effort.
John Sisson

Ro Pardoe noted Ansible’s eerie power
The appearance of the November Ansible has reminded me to let you know a
bit of news which happened as a result of the previous issue. You announced
there that a special British Fantasy Award had been presented at Fantasycon
to the founders (in 1971) of the British Fantasy Society: Keith Walker, Dave
Sutton, Phil Spencer and me. Unfortunately Phil Spencer had long since
disappeared from the scene (by which I mean about thirty years ago!) and no
one knew how to locate him. However unbeknownst to everyone, he still
keeps some contact with the fantasy/SF world by reading Ansible. Having
seen the news of the award in the October issue, he’s now come forward to
claim his (and I’ve also had a nice e-mail from him). So, when all else fails,
go to Ansible – I shall remember that in future.
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Ro Pardoe

Carolyn Doyle remembered Bob Tucker
So many of the Tucker tributes I have read have sounded similar, I suppose
because Bob was consistently friendly to people. One thing I haven’t read
much about was his impish spirit ... he loved to play little jokes, to fool
people in a fun-loving way. Here is one of a handful I recall, from about
1978:
Bob had made it to Indianapolis, where I lived, on his way to a convention,
and Indiana fan Ray Beam and picked Bob and I up there and took us to the
house he and his wife, Mary Ann, shared in Galveston, Ind. (I believe we
were all heading to Octocon the next day.) On the way to Galveston, we
stopped and had dinner at a Chinese restaurant, and then Ray explained he
needed to stop by his sister’s house and drop something off – she was gone,
but he had a key.
Bob and I wandered into the house with him, and noticed stacks and stacks of
paperback books piled in the enclosed front porch. “My sister’s church is
having a big rummage sale,” Ray explained.
Almost at the same time, Bob and I noticed one of his mysteries – it might
have been Procession of the Damned – on the top of one of the stacks. We
turned and looked at each other, and before I could even suggest it, he had
whipped out his pen. “Ray,” hollared Bob, “What’s your sister’s name?”
“Agnes.”
“To Agnes, with fond memories of our wonderful times together – Wilson
‘Bob’ Tucker,” Bob wrote on the title page, before replacing the book
carefully on its stack.
We never heard if Ray’s sister – or some member of her church – noticed the
newly autographed tome ...
Carolyn Doyle
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The Keys to December
Kofi Annan, UN Secretary-General, made the usual distinction when talking
about global warming in November: “This is not science fiction. These are
plausible scenarios, based on clear and rigorous scientific modelling.” [SS] Is
this a slur on Kim Stanley Robinson’s research?
Arthur C. Clarke is no longer writing, and has asked dynamic young author
Frederik Pohl (born two years after ACC) to finish his new novel. “Talked to
Pohl recently, and he was doing it,” confirms Charles N. Brown. It is
rumoured that this came as a surprise to Gregory Benford, who had rather
expected to be called on for the task.
James Ellroy deftly avoids false modesty: “I am a master of fiction. I am
also the greatest crime novelist who ever lived. I am to the crime novel in
specific what Tolstoy is to the Russian novel and what Beethoven is to
music.” (New York Times Magazine interview, 5 Nov) [MMW]
James Gunn will be honoured as SFWA Grand Master for 2007 at the
Nebula Awards weekend next May. [SFWA] The usual mutterings of
“shouldn’t X be honoured first?” were heard from the usual suspects.
Stephen Hawking announces that humanity must colonize planets in other
solar systems, using Trek-style antimatter propulsion. (Reuters, 1 Dec)
[DKMK] So presumably this particular notion isn’t sf any more....
Stephen King is to receive a Grand Master award from the Mystery Writers
Association at their NYC banquet in April 2007. [MR]
David Langford wonders whether anyone will notice him inserting a plug
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for his highly unauthorized nonfiction book from Gollancz, The End of Harry
Potter? Yes, I’m afraid it’s all about a certain boy wizard.
Terry Pratchett’s best-kept secret was revealed in the BBC website blurb
for his 21 November BBC4 interview: “Terry Pratchett talks to Mark Lawson
about his life and work, from the early days as a teenage journalist to his rise
to fame as one of the world’s most popular sci-fi writers under the name Iain
M Banks.” Our newshound David Kennedy can hardly wait for the
appearance of “a future Culture novel featuring a drone which follows the
hero on hundreds of little legs ...”
Somtow Sucharitkul (now writing fiction as S.P. Somtow) caused an
unexpected stir in Thailand with his opera Ayodhya. Showing the death of the
mythical demon king Thotsakan sent the Thai military government into a
frenzy of superstitious alarm: this event had to be moved offstage. “The
composer said officials told him that any misfortunes which befell those in
power would be blamed on the opera.” (BBC) [S] Do UK terror laws allow
us to quote Macbeth at Tony Blair?

Contrarious
8 Dec • British Fantasy Society open night, Devereux pub, Essex St, off the
Strand, London. 6.30pm onwards. All welcome.
9-10 Dec • Birmingham International Comics Show, Custard Factory,
Gibb St, Birmingham, B9 4AA. £10 reg; £6 Sat only.
13 Dec • Science and Its Fictions, Birkbeck (U of London) free lunchtime
lecture: Rm B04, 43 Gordon Sq, London. 1pm. Steve Connor on “Big Bangs
and Whimpers: The Ends and Beginnings of Science”.
21 Dec • London Circle Xmas Meeting, Melton Mowbray, 18 Holborn.
Evening; all welcome; NB upstairs bar (the cellar was booked).
27 Dec • BSFA Open Meeting – cancelled as usual in December.
17 Feb 07 • Picocon 24, Imperial College Union, London. 10am-7pm/8pm.
GoH Charles Stross, Ken MacLeod, and Farah Mendlesohn. Approx £8 reg,
£6 concessions, £4 ICFS members. Contact ICSF, Beit Quad, Prince Consort
Road, London, SW7 2BB.
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6-9 Apr 07 • Contemplation (Eastercon rescue bid) – no venue as yet. This
event was overwhelmingly approved at Novacon and has the blessing of
Convoy, the cancelled 2007 Eastercon. £45 reg, £30 unwaged, £20
supp/junior (13-17), £5 child (5-12), £1 infant (under 5). Contact 18
Letchworth Ave, Feltham, Middlesex, TW14 9RY. Hopes of using the
Britannia International Hotel in London Docklands were thwarted by toohigh function space charges. Developments awaited.... [Later: Chester hotel
booked.]
3-5 Aug 07 • MeCon 10, Queen’s Elms Centre, 78 Malone Rd, Belfast. £14
or £12 concessions, rising to £16 or £14 concessions on 1 Jan 2007. Contact
115 Malone Road, Belfast, BT9 6SP.
21-23 Sep 07 • FantasyCon 2007, Britannia Hotel, Nottingham. GoH
Michael Marshall Smith, Stephen Jones, more TBA. £45 reg rising to £55 after
30 Jun 2007; BFS members and students £25 to the end of 2006, £40 to 30
Jun 2007, £45 thereafter. Contact 3 Tamworth Close, Lower Earley, Reading,
Berks, RG6 4EQ.
2-4 Nov 07 • Novacon 37, Quality Hotel, Walsall (again). GoH Charles
Stross. £35 reg. Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
9-11 Nov 07 • Armadacon 19, Novotel, Plymouth. £30 reg. Contact 20
Pinewood Close, Plympton, Devon, PL7 2DW.
Rumblings • Eastercon 2009: two bids so far have emerged for the 60th UK
Eastercon. Concordia (concordicon at googlemail com) is aiming for the
Birmingham NEC Metropole Hotel; LXcon (no contact details received) is
currently “looking at Yorkshire in general, and Leeds in particular, for a city
centre bid”. See www.eastercon.org.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Or rather, as others see space entrepreneurs on a field trip
to Bigelow Aerospace: “The van full of visiting space geeks didn’t seem to
mind the harsh conditions. Last July they happily left the air-conditioned
glamour of Vegas’s Flamingo Hotel and Casino, where the cream of the
private space industry had gathered for the NewSpace 2006 conference, to
spend a few hours at Bigelow’s warehouse and mission control center. They
couldn’t have been more excited if the van had been on the way to a Star
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Trek-themed strip club.” (Katherine Mangu-Ward, Reason, January 2007)
[MMW]
R.I.P. Robert Altman (1925-2006), noted US film director who ventured into
sf/fantasy with Countdown (1968), Quintet (1979) and the live-action Popeye
(1980), died on 20 November aged 81.
• Pierce Askegren (1955-2006), US sf novelist, died in late November; he
was 51. [SFWA]
• Jerry G. Bails (1933-2006) US “father of comic book fandom”, died on 23
November aged 73. [GW]
• Sydney J. Bounds (1920-2006), UK author active since 1946 (and in fandom
from 1937), who published four sf novels in the 1950s but became better
known for horror, was recently diagnosed with terminal cancer and died in a
hospice on 24 November. He was 86. [PH] Syd’s agent Phil Harbottle had
just sold his last novel, a western. It’s always a sad occasion when another
name is removed from the printed Ansible’s dwindling mailing list: goodbye,
Syd.
• Dave Cockrum (1943-2006), US comics artist who created several major XMen characters, died on 26 November; he was 63. [GW]
• Don Dohler, founding editor of Cinemagic magazine and maker of various
low-budget sf/horror films, died on 2 December. [SFS]
• John Hallam (1941-2006), Irish character actor whose genre credits
included Dragonslayer (1981), The Chronicles of Narnia (1989 tv) and Dr
Who (“Ghost Light”, 1989), died on 14 November aged 65. [JY]
• Craig Hinton (1964-2006), UK author of Doctor Who spinoff novels, was
found dead at home on 3 December. [GW]
• Ken Ishikawa (?1948-2006), co-creator of the 1970s giant robot anime
Getter Robo, died suddenly on 15 November; he was 58. [PM]
• Akio Jissoji (1937-2006, Japanese film-maker best known for Ultraman and
Ultraseven (1960s tv), died on 29 November aged 69. [PM]
• Stanley Meltzoff (1917-2006), US artist who became best known for marine
subjects but painted several influential covers for 1950s Signet/NAL sf
paperbacks, died on 9 November; he was 89. [L]
• Maggie Noach (1949-2006), UK literary agent for many sf authors, died
unexpectedly while being treated in hospital for a back injury on 17
November. She was 57. Her current list included Brian Aldiss, Colin
Greenland, Garry Kilworth, Michael Scott Rohan and Geoff Ryman.
• Basil Poledouris (1945-2006), US composer whose film scores included
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Robocop, Starship Troopers and (notably) Conan the Barbarian, died on 8
November aged 61. He scored several other genre films and tv episodes.
[GD]
• Leon E. Stover (1929-2006), US academic who wrote nonfiction about sf
and collaborated with Harry Harrison on the 1968 anthology Apeman,
Spaceman and on a novel, died on 25 November; he was 77. [L]
• John Symonds (1914-2006), UK author and playwright who wrote such
children’s fantasies as The Magic Currant Bun (1953) and was the literary
executor of Aleister Crowley, died on 21 October aged 92. [JE]
• Shirley Walker (1945-2006), US composer who scored Batman (1992-1995)
and other animated superhero tv series, died on 29 November; she was 61.
[GW]
• Jack Williamson (1908-2006), much-loved US author and academic whose
astonishingly long sf career stretched from his first magazine story in 1928
(“The Metal Man” in Amazing) to a final novel published in 2005, died on 10
November aged 98. His many awards included the 1973 Pilgrim for sf
criticism, SFWA Grand Master status in 1976, and a 1985 Hugo for his
autobiography Wonder’s Child. [SFWA]
Thog’s PR Masterclass. The editor of the Bantam Spectra email newsletter
may know something about the great Stan Robinson that the rest of us don’t:
“Congratulations to Kim Stanley Robinson! Her technological eco-thriller
Fifty Degrees Below is among School Library Journal’s Best Adult Books of
the Year for high school students!” [RR]
Smaugwurst. UK trading standards officials threatened to prosecute the
makers of “Welsh Dragon” sausages because the product does not in fact
contain dragon. The general public, it is felt, will be less easily misled by the
new label “Welsh Dragon Pork Sausages.” (Times, 18 Nov)
Awards. Sarah Singleton’s YA novel Century won the Dracula Society’s
Children of the Night Award for best gothic novel.
As Others See Us II. Michael Allen’s Grumpy Old Bookman weblog
speculates plausibly about bad paperback design: “The thinking goes
something like this. ‘This book is just science-fiction crap. It’s only going to
be read by nerds who’ve worn the same t-shirt for the last three weeks, and
who wouldn’t appreciate good design if you gave them a course of
instruction. Furthermore, if we print the book really cheaply, then with a bit
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of luck it will fall to pieces after they’ve read it, so all their friends will have
to go out and buy another copy.’” (1 December)
Fanfundery. TAFF: with Convoy cancelled and the location of its
replacement still uncertain, the TAFF administrators decided in early
November to postpone the 2007 race until 2008. Condolences to the two
candidates.
• JETS, the one-off Europe to Nippon 2007 fund, has a final slate of seven:
Abi Brown, Jim de Liscard, Jukka Halme, Tom Nanson and Teddy (running
as a pair), Chris O’Shea, Liam Proven and Robert Sneddon. Further details
and ballots at www.astralpole.org, or from LFF c/o 59 Shirley Rd, Croydon,
Surrey, CR0 7ES.
Outraged Letters. Stephen Baxter can’t resist a little gloat: “I noted NASA’s
announcement yesterday that they are planning a base at the lunar south pole
– which is precisely where Clarke & I put our lunar base in Sunstorm last
year. Clarke always goes on about this sort of thing, whereas I ... oh. (I just
hope we were wrong about the Sun exploding however.)”
• Simon R. Green is still at it: “Having discovered that repeatedly killing you
off doesn’t win awards, I have instead introduced you to the Nightside
universe as a kind of beer. So you will be appearing in the next Nightside
book, The One and Only Unnatural Inquirer, as Langford’s Exceedingly Old
Speckled Hen. (Taste that albumen.) No need to thank me.”
• Mike Moorcock mourns: “I was very sad to hear of Ron Bennett’s death.
We’d been out of touch for a while and I’d begun to worry about him.
Another lesson about enjoying your friends while you have the chance. Ron
was one of a couple of people who first introduced me to fandom after I’d
begun publishing Burroughsiana, not knowing that I wasn’t an individual but
part of the zeitgeist. His patience, humour and kindness, as well as his
contributions to my fanzines and, eventually, prozines, made life better for
me in many ways. My mother was also very fond of him, as was Linda. I
remember visiting him at the NATO base in Belgium when he was still
‘Captain Bennett’, teaching the children of the base. I was in full Hawkwindstyle finery and travelling with my friend Jon Trux, whose hair was about
eight feet longer than mine. Ron came to meet us, treated us with
considerable courtesy and grace in spite of a few odd looks from the
uniformed chaps at the gate. He later came to visit us in Yorkshire, with his
wife and little girl. As his friends know, he bore a great deal of tragedy in
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recent years. The company of his son, who also helped run his comics
business, was a great comfort. He was a witty, erudite man and I shall miss
him. / I was also sorry to see that Philip Strick died. Another man whose
erudition brightened my life.”
Academic Rigour. A University of Florida newsletter brags about “New
materials added to John Cabell Collection”, explaining that “A recent
donation [...] has substantially improved the research value of the libraries’
already extensive collection on Virginia author John Branch Cabell (18791958).” [MB] Somewhere is heard the sound, not convenient to describe, of
James Branch Cabell rotating in his grave....
The Nova Awards for UK/Irish fanzine activity were presented at Novacon
36. FANZINE Banana Wings (runners-up Zoo Nation, Plokta). FAN WRITER
Claire Brialey (runners-up Mark Plummer, James Bacon). ARTIST Sue Mason
(runners-up Alison Scott, Pete Young). [SG]
The Dead Past. “Winston Churchill was a closet science fiction fan who
borrowed the lines for one of his most famous speeches from HG Wells.”
(Independent, 27 Nov) Not, alas, science-fictional lines: that 1906 speech
drew on Wells’s A Modern Utopia (1905), but the only quoted borrowing is
“the gathering storm” from The War of the Worlds, later applied by Churchill
to the rise of Nazi Germany. For slower readers, the researcher Dr Richard
Toye offers this analogy: “It’s a bit like Tony Blair borrowing phrases from
Star Trek or Doctor Who.” [J/PT] But not very. (“Iraq: We Must Reverse The
Polarity Of The Neutron Flow.”)
As Others See Us III. In the tv series Eleventh Hour, Patrick Stewart
“portrays Ian Hood, a former physics professor hired by British police to
solve cases in which scientific ‘progress’ and technological excess have
homicidal consequences. / In tonight’s episode, Hood confronts the grim
consequences of a multinational baby-cloning operation. Not for the
squeamish, the episode begins with the discovery of a mass graveyard of
discarded experimental fetuses.” Stewart is quick to explain that this is an
everyday occurrence: “It has nothing to do with science fiction whatsoever.
No aliens in sight. These four stories deal with very pressing issues ...”
(Times Herald-Record, 4 December) [KFL]
C.o.A. John Jarrold (again), Flat 1, 1 Eversfield Place, St Leonard’s-on-Sea,
East Sussex, TN37 6BY. Julie Faith Rigby & Pat McMurray, 9 Corcorans,
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Brentwood, Essex, CM15 9NR.
Cinegeekery. The genre film magazine Cinefantastique – launched in 1970,
renamed CFQ in 2002 – is “on hiatus into 2007”, whatever that means
exactly. Subscribers instead received the new Geek Monthly, apparently its
replacement, edited by CFQ editor Jeff Bond. [MMW]
The Dead Past II. Brian Ameringen wafts us back to 1950: “I’ve just
discovered that on April 9 1950 the Sydney Sunday Telegraph newspaper
gave away a Science Fiction novel – presumably to educate the masses and
inculcate a sensibility of science fiction and sensawunder. The classic novel
chosen for such purposes was ... Frank Belknap Long’s John Carstairs:
Space Detective, the novel with lines like ‘No sane man would let a vicious
killer plant hop around on his palm’, and so many others that Thog would be
in his seventeenth heaven....”
Hideous Gaffes. A232 obits: the question mark against Darrell Richardson’s
birth year (?1918) can be deleted. [MMW]
• Lilian Edwards’s CoA may be for about “a year” but she hopes that her
Chair of Internet Law will last much longer.
Group Gropes. Sheffield: Old Queens Head pub, nr Ponds Forge, Wed
evenings and last Fri of month – check at www.sheffieldsf.org.uk.
Thog’s Masterclass. Fortean Physics Dept. “But what I mean is that if the
ether is strong enough to convey from one central point to the ends of the
Earth music and speech, and all the other things that are so broadcast, why
shouldn’t there be in space a kind of super-ether that will support mighty
floating islands?” (Professor A.M. Low, Adrift in the Stratosphere, 1937)
• Dept of Spaceship Performance. “... it seems that either the weight gets out
or gravity gets in ...” (John Stafford Gowland, Beyond Mars, 1956) [KFS/IC]
• Superluminal Physics Dept. “‘We are already more than a light-year away
from Earth.’ ‘In seven hours? And that’s how many trillion miles?’ ‘Quite a
few,’ said Swainson. ‘So even to go home – below light speed, it might take
us nearly a year to get there.’” (Deathstar Voyage, Ian Wallace, 1969) [DB]
• Dept of Scientific Jargon. “As you know, the Masters possess a positive
potential of several thousand bratilgrovits on which they depend for
motivation. That potential is drawn from the positive static in the body of
Conzan [a moon of the planet Pirivar] itself ...” “... you mean to create a
fusing circuit within a Master ... Their bodies are positive in character, the
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mechanism actuated through the medium of a minute negative potential
drawn from the girdle radiations of Pirivar itself ...” “Exactly! And on such a
basis of theory, if a strong negative discharge were introduced so as to
impinge on the collectivators a fusing element would be introduced ... They
would, therefore, be paralysed by the negative contact of a charged shaft of
electronic particles.” And so probably would you. (Arn Romilus [Dennis
Hughes], Brain Palaeo, 1953) [BA]
• Health & Safety Dept. “– if you’re going to traverse thin ice, you might as
well dance your way across!” (Mercedes Lackey, Winds of Fury, 1993)
[TMcD]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 16 December - 6 January: Robert Lloyd Parry’s one-man show “A Pleasing
Terror – Two Ghost Stories by M R James”, New End Theatre, Hampstead,
various times. Box office 0870 033 2733.
http://www.nunkie.co.uk./page_3.html
• 12 January: Brum Group, Britannia Hotel, New St, Birmingham. 7.45pm.
AGM (not sure whether they charge admission for this). Normally £3
members, £4 non-members. Contact bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk.
Forthcoming: 9 February, Robert Holdstock; 9 March, Justina Robson.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page:
http://news.ansible.co.uk/ansilink.html
More Ansible Supplements. The second includes a Thog’s Christmas
Dinner Special ...
http://news.ansible.co.uk/a232supp.html
http://news.ansible.co.uk/a233supp.html
Ansible 233 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2006. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Mike Blake, Damien Broderick, Ian Covell, Gary Dalkin, John Eggeling,
Steve Green, Phil Harbottle, Jonjo, David K.M. Klaus, Locus, Keith F.
Lynch, Tim McDaniel, Petrea Mitchell, Mary Reed, Rich Rennicks, SF Site,
Scott Simpson, Simo, Ken Slater, Paul Tomlinson, Gary Wilkinson, Martin
Morse Wooster, Jessica Yates, and Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (BSFG),
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Janice Murray (North America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Australia). Merry
Xmas to all readers! 7 Dec 06.
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Ansible 233 Supplement
Thog’s Christmas Dinner Special:
Terry Goodkind’s Evil Chicken
Hissing, hackles lifting, the chicken’s head rose.
Kahlan pulled back.
Its claws digging into stiff dead flesh, the chicken slowly turned to face her.
It cocked its head, making its comb flop, its wattles sway.
“Shoo,” Kahlan heard herself whisper.
There wasn’t enough light, and besides, the side of its beak was covered with
gore, so she couldn’t tell if it had the dark spot. But she didn’t need to see it.
“Dear spirits, help me,” she prayed under her breath.
The bird let out a slow chicken cackle. It sounded like a chicken, but in her
heart she knew it wasn’t. In that instant, she completely understood the
concept of a chicken that was not a chicken. This looked like a chicken, like
most of the Mud People’s chickens. But this was no chicken.
This was evil manifest.
[...]
Her power, her magic, was also a weapon of defense. But it would only work
on people. It would not work on a chicken. And it would not work on
wickedness incarnate.
Her gaze flicked toward the door, checking the distance. The chicken took a
single hop toward her. Claws gripping Juni’s upper arm, it leaned her way.
Her leg muscles tightened till they trembled.
The chicken backed up a step, tensed, and spurted feces onto Juni’s face.
It let out the cackle that sounded like a laugh.
She dearly wished she could tell herself she was being silly. Imagining
things.
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But she knew better.
[...]
Kahlan frantically tried to think as the chicken bawk-bawk-bawked.
[...]
“Mother,” the chicken croaked.
Kahlan flinched with a cry.
[... Kahlan knocks over a candle by mistake, plunging the barn into darkness]
In the dark, the chicken thing let out a low chicken cackle laugh.
It hadn’t come from where she expected the chicken to be. It was behind her.
“Please, I mean no harm,” she called into the darkness. “I mean no disrespect.
I will leave you to your business now, if that’s all right with you.”
She took another shuffling step toward the door. She moved carefully,
slowly, in case the chicken thing was in the way. She didn’t want to bump
into it and make it angry. She mustn’t underestimate it.
Kahlan had on any number of occasions thrown herself with ferocity against
seemingly invincible foes. She knew well the value of a resolute violent
attack. But she also somehow knew beyond doubt that this adversary could, if
it wanted, kill her as easily as she could wring a real chicken’s neck. If she
forced a fight, this was one she would lose.
[...]
The chicken thing let out a whispering cackle.
[... she’s trying to find the door, she’s crying and panicking, she stubs her toe
and falls down.]
With the next flash of lightning, she saw chicken feet standing between her
and the crack under the door. The thing wasn’t more than a foot from her
face.
[...]
The beak pinched the vein on the back of her hand over her eyes. The
chicken tugged, as if trying to pull a worm from the ground.
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It was a command. It wanted her hand away from her eyes.
The beak gave a sharp tug on her skin. There was no mistaking the meaning
in that insistent yank. Move the hand, now, it was saying, or you’ll be sorry.
If she made it angry, there was no telling what it was capable of doing to her.
Juni lay dead above her as a reminder of the possibilities.
She told herself that if it pecked at her eyes, she would have to grab it and try
to wring its neck. If she was quick, it could only get in one peck. She would
have one eye left. She would have to fight it then. But only if it went for her
eyes.
Her instincts screamed that such action would be the most foolish, dangerous
thing she could do. Both the Bird Man and Richard said this was not a
chicken. She no longer doubted them. But she might have no choice.
If she started, it would be a fight to the death. She held no illusion as to her
chances. Nonetheless, she might be forced to fight it. With her last breath, if
need be, as her father had taught her.
The chicken snatched a bigger beakful of her skin along with the vein and
twisted. Last warning.
Kahlan carefully moved her trembling hand away. The chicken-thing cackled
softly with satisfaction.
Terry Goodkind, Soul of the Fire, 1999
[via Paul Barnett]

Letter from Brian Ameringen
The obituary for Ron Bennett in the last Ansible reminded me of this story
that he told me at a convention a couple of years ago.
He was on the Continent, in a small town somewhere around the
Belgium/Holland borders, and found an old bookshop, with what appeared to
be sheets covering the windows on the inside. Undeterred, (the true
bookhunter is put off by very little) he tried the door ... and it was a bit stuck,
but, with a bit of an effort, it opened....
Inside, the shop had bed-linen covering all the vertical surfaces
(bookshelves), but by lifting a corner here and there he found that yes, there
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were indeed books behind them ... and some very old books too, a hundred
and more years old!
He had just started investigating, and heard a noise. A VERY old lady had
come to the door at the back of the shop, and was speaking to him in a
mixture of Flemish and Dutch (neither of which he understood, much). After
a lot of repetition, and the old lady getting quite emphatic, he worked out that
she was saying that the books were very old, and sleeping, and they mustn’t
be disturbed.
He endeavoured to reply in a mixture of French and his few words of Flemish
and Dutch, that this was a bookshop and it was here to sell books, but the old
lady just got excited and repeated that books weren’t for sale, they were
sleeping and mustn’t be disturbed.
When she got as far as threatening to call for help (or the police, it wasn’t
clear) he decided that he’d had enough, and left.
And read in the newspapers a few months later that, in that town, a very old
lady had died, and when helpers went in to clear her shop they found an
original Mercator Atlas, in nice condition....

Letter from Robert Newman
You still have a link to Octarine, they died many years ago. [Removed – Ed.]
I understand that there is still a room full of merchandise somewhere. ZZ9
offered to take and sell the merchandise and give the outstanding members
ZZ9 newsletters to make up the number of Octarine newsletters owed, but
were turned down. More recently there was talk of ZZ9 and Sproutlore giving
Octarine space to flog outstanding T-shirts and stuff at the 2005 Worldcon
but that didn’t happen for reasons unknown to me. But they are definitely
very non-existent.
I also understand that the Dublin Sci-Fi Club has changed its name to The
Unlikely Society. [Their website currently says “THE UNLIKELY SOCIETY
/ Formally the Sci-Fi Club”: much depends on the webmaster’s spelling
prowess....]
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My Science Fiction Life. This BBC4 programme about those funny sf fans
was broadcast on 29 December. For readers who missed it or just couldn’t
face watching, Max provides a lightning summary –
“It was along these lines: Narrator: Science fiction is largely about escapism.
See these people escape too far. Daft woman: I like being a Klingon called
KickArse at the pub. Narrator: But sometimes real things come from SF.
Random contributor: Gosh, aren’t mobile phones great. Narrator: Here’s a
man who had computer bits implanted in him. Kevin Warwick: I had
computer bits implanted. Isn’t that great. Kevin Warwick’s wife: It’s so great I
did it too. [etc ...]
“They did actually go along to the Tun and filmed a bunch of decent people. I
think Roger Robinson, definitely Pete Young, Doug Spencer, new girl on the
scene Abi Brown. But clearly they were looking for weirdos and
disappointed at the clear, well read people they found.”

The Woodland Tweezers
D.G. Compton (David Guy Compton) will be made the SFWA “Author
Emeritus” for 2007 at the Nebula Awards event in May.
Michael Crichton has discovered the age-old technique of taking revenge on
perceived enemies by writing them into fiction. So claims New Republic
editor Michael Crowley, who last March grumbled about this author’s
partisan handling of global warming issues in State of Fear (“Crichton has
relentlessly propagandized on behalf of one big idea: that experts – scientists,
intellectuals, reporters, and bureaucrats – are spectacularly corrupt and
spectacularly wrong.”). It could be sheer coincidence that Crichton’s latest,
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Next, introduces a character called Mick Crowley who has no detectable plot
function but just happens to be a political writer/reporter who like his NR
namesake went to Yale. “Mick” is described as a dickhead and a weasel,
possesses a singularly tiny penis, but has nevertheless raped his own twoyear-old nephew. Responding on the same lofty intellectual plane, the
original Michael Crowley published a response whose New Republic website
link read: “Michael Crichton, Jurassic Prick”. Such is the Real Literary
World.
Jo Fletcher of Gollancz has been somewhat out of things: “Just back online
after (non-elective) laser eye surgery. Steve thinks I just wanted to a be a
rock-chick; I did enjoy the whole Ray-Bans in the dark thing, but let me tell
you having lasers shot into your eyeball WHILST YOU ARE AWAKE is not the fun
it’s cracked up to be ... however, lump’s gone, sight’s restored and a month
banned from reading anything particularly computer screens has left me with
an enormous backlog of emails. If you use this in Ansible, please carry my
apology to all those people who think I’m deliberately ignoring them ...” (2
January)
Margaret Mahy, award-winning New Zealand author of children’s and YA
fantasies, has cancelled all her public appearances until further notice owing
to ill-health. She was to be a guest of honour at the 2007 Australian national
sf convention (Convergence) in June. [AIP]
Terry Pratchett remarked in a Metro.co.uk interview that fantasy has
transcended the shackles of genre: “It’s been happening for years and years,
it’s now so mainstream, people don’t think of it as fantasy any more. You
could say it’s disappearing as a genre. Once, fantasy and sci-fi were always at
the back of the shop, like a VD clinic – those who needed to knew where to
find it. I went out of genre in the mid-1990s because every Discworld book
was getting to No. 1 and I was getting readers who wouldn’t shop at
Forbidden Planet. I found out I had a bunch of fans in a convent. The nuns
sent a young lady to get their books signed at a signing because they couldn’t
come themselves.” (15 December) [LW] I suspect that “sci-fi” was supplied
by the interviewer. A local Reading paper recently interviewed me by email,
and although I avoided using such terms as “sci-fi”, “obsession”,
“overwhelming passion”, “sci-fi”, etc., the reporter kindly corrected all these
omissions.
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J.K. Rowling confounded all the fans who’d placed their bets on the
unconvincingly rumoured Harry Potter and the Mystic Kettle of Nackledirk,
and announced that (as widely predicted by no one at all) book seven would
in fact be Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows. The bookies are accepting
bets on which character(s) will die....

Contento
24 Jan • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Paul Cornell.
31 Jan • Farthing Readings, Nell of Old Drury pub, 29 Catherine St,
London, WC2B 5JS (opposite Theatre Royal, Drury Lane). 7.30pm for 8pm.
With Wendy Bradley and a selection of the magazine authors.
2-4 Feb • D’Zenove Convention (filk), Basingstoke Hilton, Basingstoke. £27
reg; £26 electronic publications only; £13 unwaged. No detectable postal
address. See www.contabile.org.uk.
3 Feb • David Stewart Memorial Event, in or near Dublin:
owing to delays in cataloguing David’s books for the intended charity
auction, this will probably happen at Octocon in October.
POSTPONED

17 Feb [date correction] • Picocon 24, Imperial College, London. 10am7pm/8pm. Approx £8 reg, £6 concessions, £4 ICFS members. Contact ICSF,
Beit Quad, Prince Consort Rd, London, SW7 2BB.
23-25 Feb • Redemption 07 (multimedia sf), Hinckley Island Hotel, Leics.
£55 to 9 Feb, when advance booking closes; £60 at door. Day: £35, £40 at
door. Under 18s £15; day £10. Under 3s free. Contact 26 Kings Meadow
View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
3-4 March • Microcon, Exeter University. Further details TBA.
6-9 Apr • Contemplation (Eastercon), Crowne Plaza Hotel, Trinity St,
Chester, CH1 2BD. £45 reg, £30 unwaged, £20 supp/junior (13-17), £5 child
(5-12), £1 infant (under 5). Hotel rooms £85/night double or twin, £75 single.
Also slightly posher “executive” rooms at £20/night extra. Contact 18
Letchworth Ave, Feltham, Middlesex, TW14 9RY.
3-5 Aug • MeCon 10, Queen’s Elms Centre, 78 Malone Rd, Belfast. Now
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£16 reg (£14 unwaged). 115 Malone Rd, Belfast, BT9 6SP.
16 Jun - 30 Sep • The Art of Josh Kirby, Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool.
The first retrospective exhibition of paintings by the much loved genre artist
Josh Kirby (1928-2001).

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Australia eagerly welcomes its own sf pay-tv channel:
“Sci-fi fans are strange animals. Their natural habitat is their parents’
basement and their traditional pastime is watching their favourite shows on
DVD. But on December 1 all this changed. Now we can watch our favourite
shows on Foxtel too. That’s right, my pasty-faced friends [... etc, etc, ‘sci-fi
geek’, etc ...] So grab your Klingon costume, put up an ‘I believe’ poster in
your parents’ basement and veg out. The truth is out there.” (Alice Clarke,
The Age, 7 December) [FMcH]
R.I.P. Joseph Barbera (1911-2006), US cartoonist who as half of HannaBarbera created The Flintstones, The Jetsons, Scooby-Doo and other notable
animated tv series, died on 18 December. He was 95.
• Peter Boyle (1935-2006), US actor whose best known genre role was the
Monster in Young Frankenstein (1974), and who won a 1996 Emmy for his
guest appearance in The X-Files, died on 12 December aged 71. [GW]
• Hardin “Jack” Burnley (1911-2006), US comics artist who was the first
person other than their creators to draw Superman, Batman and Robin, died
on 19 December; he was 95. [PDF]
• Jayge Carr (pen-name of Margery Krueger, 1940-2006), US author of
Leviathan’s Deep (1979) and other sf novels, died on 20 December aged 66.
[SFWA]
• David H. Charney (1923-2006), US fan who was active in New York in the
late 1930s (Science Fiction League, Fantasy Circle) and published two sf
stories in 1973, died on 12 December aged 83. [SJ]
• Richard (Dick) Eney (1932-2006), US fan active ever since since the 1950s,
who edited/published the landmark Fancyclopedia II (1959) and was fan
GoH at the 1984 Worldcon, died on 22 December following a stroke.
[MAW] He was 74; US state records and his own brother confirm a birth
year of 1932 despite his later preference for 1937.
• Chris Hayward (1925-2006), US tv writer who worked on Rocky and
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Bullwinkle and co-created The Munsters, died on 20 November aged 81.
[SJD]
• Patricia Matthews (1927-2006), author who also published novels as by Pat
A. Brisco and Laura Wylie, died on 7 December; she was 79. [SFWA]
• Martin Nodell (1915-2006), US comics artist who invented and drew the
original 1940 Green Lantern, died on 9 December at age 91. [PDF]
• Philippa Pearce (1920-2006), UK children’s novelist best known for her
classic timeslip fantasy Tom’s Midnight Garden (1958), died on 21
December. She was 86 and had been a popular figure at conferences. Though
it’s non-fantastic, your editor is also very fond of her first novel Minnow on
the Say (1955)....
• Virgil Utter (1925-2006), US fan and critic who contributed sf biographies
to the Galactic Central bibliography series, died on 3 October aged 81.
[SFWA]
• Ursula Moray Williams (1911-2006), UK children’s author whose fantasies
included Gobbolino the Witch’s Cat (1942), died on 17 October; she was 95.
[JE]
As Others See Us II. Caryn James of the New York Times discusses P.D.
James’s book as well as the film: “‘The Children of Men’ is not another of
Ms. James’s famed detective novels, and it is not, as it has sometimes
sloppily been described, science fiction. It is a trenchant analysis of politics
and power that speaks urgently to this social moment, a 14-year-old work that
remains surprisingly pertinent. [...] In both forms ‘Children of Men,’ which
opened Monday, is a story of redemption, set in England just decades in the
future (the film takes place in 2027), when women have inexplicably lost the
ability to become pregnant.” (28 December) [NH] No nasty future
speculation there!
The Fast Show. The Guardian list of the top 100 UK bestsellers
(“fastsellers”) for 2006 contains rather few genre titles. The most popular sf
book of the year would seem to be the Doctor Who Annual 2007 in 31st
place, followed by Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go at 44. Further down
we find Audrey Niffenegger’s The Time Traveller’s Wife (61) closely
pursued by Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events: The End (62),
The Beano Annual (64) and Hannah the Happy Ever Fairy: Rainbow Magic
(65) by Daisy Meadows (who?). Slower-moving genre work forms another
little cluster in the 80s: J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter and the Half-Blood
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Prince (80) plus two Terry Pratchetts, Wintersmith (82) and Thud! (84). By
way of perspective, the great Dan Brown has no fewer than five books
positioned higher than all the above.
Science Department. BBC website coverage of the NASA moonbase plan
led to a reader comment grounded in the legendary scientific tradition of
Space 1999: “I feel space exploration is great, as is our amazing progress in
science and technology, but erecting a facility on the moon is quite simply
mad. It is playing with fire. Consider the incredible dependence of life on
earth on the moon. The moon is responsible for the stability of this amazing
planet. Suppose there is some accident on this facility or perhaps a mistake
during construction that results in damaging the fragile satellite. That could
destroy the stability of our planet. As if the American government isn’t doing
enough to contribute to our potential doom with their militarism, nuclear
weapons and horrible record on climate, now they want to mess around with
the moon. What is wrong with these people?” [PB]
Publishers and Sinners. Can any reader guess whom Marc Gascoigne of BL
Publishing could possibly be talking about? “Setting up a new science fiction
imprint isn’t all about the high concept stuff. As we get ready for the launch
of Solaris next February, we’re also learning lots about human nature. We
had a manuscript sent over from A Notable American Agent for the third
novel by one of his authors. When we rejected it on the grounds that her sales
history was nowhere near strong enough for her future prospects, we were
bemused to get this reply: ‘Well in that case, I’m going to resubmit it to you
under a pseudonym.’” (The Bookseller, 8 December) [RD]
Thog’s Natural History Masterclass. “Swallows certainly sleep all winter.
A number of them conglobulate together, by flying round and round, and
then all in a heap throw themselves under water and lie in the bed of the
river.” (Dr Samuel Johnson, quoting received wisdom)
Random Fandom. Kim Huett’s memorial collection of fanzine writings by
the late John Brosnan was delayed by hardware trouble but should appear
Real Soon Now.
• Las Vegas Fandom may have affected the mind of A.A. Gill, whose in his
new book Assignments from Here and There insists that the Las Vegas
skyline “looks like the cover of a schlock science-fiction novel”. [FS]
• Jim Meadows on A233: “Noting the obit for Dave Cockrum – I’m not quite
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certain, but I think Cockrum also did some cartooning for fanzines. I
remember his work appearing in the early 1970s, in very faanish fanzines of
New York fans such as Arnie and Joyce Katz, rich brown, Bill Kunkel and
others. [...] Also, I believe Cockrum did some professional illustration in the
70s for Amazing and Fantastic under Ted White’s editorship.” Confirmed by
on-line bibliographies – Ed.
• Lloyd Penney, relentless contributor to a million fanzine letter columns,
underwent eye surgery for a detached retina on 5 December; he reports that
all is well.
• Andrew I. Porter, founding editor of SF Chronicle, has been diagnosed with
a cancerous ampullary (bile-duct) lesion and awaits a date for major surgery.
Prospects are good, the doctors say; fingers crossed for success and speedy
recovery.
As Others See Us III. A temporally challenged publishing snippet: “Fifteen
years after his death, Philip K Dick is one of Hollywood’s biggest ideas men
[...] His publisher Gollancz is marking the 25th anniversary of his death with
a new look for six key titles, which they hope will catapult him outside his
core readership of science fiction fans.” (Alison Bone, Guardian, 16
December 2006) [AC] Strange to think that word of Dick’s existence could
spread beyond our hermetic, cultish circle. Who knows, one day he may be
discovered by the academics....
• Among the “most overrated” books of 2006: “The Road, Cormac McCarthy
(Picador). Critics loved it, but it is a slightly more earnest version of good
genre fiction.” (Tyler Cowen, Prospect magazine, January 2007) [CL] And as
we all know, even good genre fiction can’t in a real sense be good.
Eyeballs of Circumspection. Some authors can take immense pains to avoid
Thog’s department of Eyeballs in the Sky: “She just played with it [a
cigarette] slowly, and then pointed a pair of grey eyes at me. I say a pair. I
mean her pair. She didn’t get a pair of someone else’s out from a drawer and
point them at me.” (Hugh Laurie, The Gun Seller, 1996) [MMcA] Thog
stumbles offstage, cheated of his prey....
Outraged Letters. Jo Fletcher continues while Langford cowers: “If you’re
really short of text I can describe the ramming on of the plastic eye-poppieout-thingie and the Ozzie nurse with the enormous specs who told me
cheerily she wouldn’t dream of having eye surgery just as the surgeon started
swearing because my pupil wouldn’t dilate properly for the iris recognition791

thingie to do its bit, and the smell of burning eyeball ... on second thoughts,
maybe not ...”
• Stephen Gallagher on A233 tv coverage: “Oh, don’t get me started.
Working on Eleventh Hour was like having a window seat in a slow-motion
zeppelin crash. Apparently if you insist on checking with your science
consultant to determine what might feasibly happen in a given circumstance,
that’s ‘letting the tail wag the dog’. How I came to yearn for the scientific
rigour of Bugs.”
• Steve Green offers well-matured news: “I wonder if J K Rowling’s lawyers
are aware of the movie Troll, wherein the youngster Harry Potter battles the
eponymous magical beastie. The fact that it was released in 1986, four years
before Ms Rowling began writing HP and the Philosopher’s Stone, shouldn’t
prove too much of a problem.”
• Simo mourns the once well-loved UK comedian Charlie Drake (1925-2006),
who died on 24 December aged 81, and “actually had a little-known SF
credit. He starred in an SF-themed revue at the London Palladium in 1963
entitled The Man in the Moon. I used to own an EP of this with a photo of CD
in a space-suit. I should probably get out more.”
• Jim Young complains: “You must stop publishing all these obituaries. It’s
giving people the horrible idea that they should ... stop living. Really, this
business of time waiting for no one is just ridiculous; before you know it,
we’ll be declared First Fans, and then where will we be?”
FAAn Awards. The Fanzine Activity Achievement Awards ballot is on line
at efanzines.com: vote via mail or email by 31 January 2007.
The Dead Past. 70 Years Ago: the first true sf convention (in the sense of
being pre-organized and using a public venue) was held in the Leeds
Temperance Hall on Sunday 3 January 1937. Would-be writer Arthur C.
Clarke was among the twenty or so fans and authors present, and so was Eric
Frank Russell; inspirational messages sent by Olaf Stapledon, H.G. Wells and
even John Russell Fearn were read out by the convention secretary.
• 30 Years Ago: it was announced that the 1977 Eastercon had lost its venue
owing to hotel problems and would be held in a different city.... (Checkpoint
78, January 1977).
Group Gropes. Beer & Blake’s 7 meeting, 20 January: Old Joint Stock, 4
Temple Row West, Birmingham, B2 5NY, 12.30pm to 7pm.
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Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Double Entendre. “Sternly, he kept his hands
away from her. No sense making it harder than it was.” (Sheri S. Tepper,
After Long Silence (aka The Enigma Score), 1987) [PB]
• Storm in a Fishbowl Dept. “Judge Dee stretched out his hand to touch it, but
the goldfish started an indignant uproar ...” (Robert van Gulik, The Chinese
Lake Murders, 1960)
• Dept of Astronomical Imagery. “The suns tumbled up into the mauve
autumn sky like rollicking kittens.” (Jack Vance, The Anome, 1973) [LP]
• Seasonal Fun Dept. “... that binary with the involved planetary orbit that
gave two winters for every summer ...” (Kenneth Bulmer, The Earth Gods
Are Coming, 1960) [BA]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• Until 6 January: Robert Lloyd Parry’s one-man show “A Pleasing Terror –
Two Ghost Stories by M R James”, New End Theatre, Hampstead, various
times. Box office 0870 033 2733.
http://www.nunkie.co.uk./page_3.html
• 12 January: Brum Group, Britannia Hotel, New St, Birmingham. 7.45pm.
AGM (not sure whether they charge admission for this). Normally £3
members, £4 non-members. Contact bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk.
Forthcoming: 9 February, Robert Holdstock; 9 March, Justina Robson.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page:
http://links.ansible.co.uk/
Ansible 234 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2007. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Paul Barnett, Avedon Carol, Robert Day, Paul Di Filippo, Steven J. Dunn,
John Eggeling, Niall Harrison, Steve Johnson, Chris Lawson, Monica
McAbee, Fraser McHarg, Lawrence Person, Andrew I. Porter, Fred Smith,
Gary Wilkinson, Melissa A. Williamson, Lloyd Wood, and Hero
Distributors: Rog Peyton (BSFG), Janice Murray (N America), SCIS, and
Alan Stewart (Australia). 5 Jan 07.
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Men of the Ten Books
Brian Aldiss was on Radio 4’s Desert Island Discs on 28 January, a mere
quarter-century after his last appearance. From the BBC website: “He is best
known for pioneering, alongside JG Ballard, a new wave of British science
fiction writing in the 1960s.” His luxury item: a banjo.
Margaret Atwood has warmed to her favourite example of sf: “You can
write well about giant squid that talk, and you can write poorly about giant
squid that talk.” (Pacifica/KPFA radio, 11 January) [TM]
J.G. Ballard confirms a claim about his mid-1960s work which even the
Ballard experts found hard to believe. Responding to an enthusiast who put
the question, he explained: “Yes, I did write a script for the BBC TV
children’s programme, Jackanory – I really wrote it for my children, who
were keen viewers at the time.” [JMcN]
David Eddings burned down his garage and part of his office on 25 January,
by throwing a lit piece of paper into spilt petrol to learn whether the latter
was inflammable. It was. (Nevada Appeal) [PDF] The same report includes
the sad news that, following a series of strokes, his wife and collaborator
Leigh Eddings is currently unable to speak.
Joe R. Lansdale has won the 2007 World Horror Convention Grand Master
Award, voted by a record turn-out of WHC members.
Cormac McCarthy’s post-holocaust novel The Road may not have made the
Clarke Award shortlist but is up for the US National Book Critics Circle
fiction award. NBCC biography nominees include Julie Phillips’s James
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Tiptree, Jr.: The Double Life of Alice B. Sheldon.
Chris Priest enjoyed another small brush with fame: “The Prestige got two
nominations for Oscars: Cinematography and Set Design. While I might have
preferred a nomination in the little-known category Best Adaptation of a
Novel By Someone Living in Hastings, those two will do.” Several other
genre films picked up 2007 Oscar nominations, including Children of Men
with three and Pan’s Labyrinth with six.
Malcolm Wickes, UK science minister, suggested that our schools should
teach science via “a chunk of Doctor Who and Billie Piper” rather than
boring old textbooks. (Sunday Telegraph, 7 January) [JY]
Oscar Wilde has been honoured with an appearance on a British stamp
issued on 9 January ... that is, he’s one of many background figures on the
Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band sleeve, included in the Beatles
commemorative set. Also present are William Burroughs, Aldous Huxley,
Edgar Allan Poe, H.G. Wells and (least likely choice for philatelic
immortality) Aleister Crowley. [JE]

Constuprate
17 Feb • Picocon 24, Beit Quad, Imperial College, London. 10am-7pm/8pm.
Confirmed rates: £8 reg, £6 concessions, £4 ICFS members. Contact ICSF,
Beit Quad, Prince Consort Rd, London, SW7 2BB.
23-25 Feb • Redemption 07 (multimedia sf), Hinckley Island Hotel, Leics.
£55 to 9 Feb, when advance booking closes; £60 at door. Day: £35, £40 at
door. Under 18s £15; day £10. Under 3s free. Contact 26 Kings Meadow
View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
28 Feb • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Robert Holdstock.
2 Mar • BFS Open Night, Ye Olde Cock, 22 Fleet St, London.
3-4 Mar • Microcon, Devonshire House, Exeter University. GoH: Jasper
Fforde, others. £7 at door; students £5; EU sf soc members free.
10-11 Mar • P-Con 4, Wynn’s Hotel, Dublin. €25/£20 reg. Contact c/o
Yellow Brick Rd, 8 Bachelor’s Walk, Dublin 8, Ireland; UK c/o Dave Lally,
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64 Richborne Terrace, London, SW8 1AX.
6-9 Apr • Contemplation (Eastercon), Crowne Plaza Hotel, Trinity St,
Chester, CH1 2BD. £45 reg, £30 unwaged, £20 supp/junior (13-17), £5 child
(5-12), £1 infant. Advance booking closes 22 March. Hotel rooms £85/night
double/twin, £75 single; “executive” rooms £20/night extra. Contact 18
Letchworth Ave, Feltham, Middlesex, TW14 9RY.
2 May • Clarke Award Ceremony, London – by invitation. Held in
conjunction with and on the opening night of ...
2-6 May • Sci-Fi London Film Festival. Contact FestivalBiz, 2nd Floor,
145-157 St John St, London, EC1V 4PY. 020 7871 4555.
19-22 Jun • SFF SF Criticism Masterclass, U of Liverpool. £180 reg (rooms
extra). Enquire by 28 Feb to farah dot sf at gmail dot com.
21-23 Sep • Eurocon 2007, Valby Medborgerhus, Copenhagen, Denmark.
Rates to 1 Aug 07: DKK150, £15, €22.50, $24, NOK165, SEK 195. Sterling
to UK agent Dave Lally (64 Richborne Tce, London, SW8 1AX), but you
should still fill in the form at www.eurocon2007.dk.
6 Oct • Satellite 1 (50th anniversary of first artificial satellite), Campanile
Hotel, Tunnel St, Glasgow. £15 reg, £5 supp or child (5-15), £1 infant (0-4).
Contact Flat 3/2, 132 W Princes St, Glasgow, G4 9DB.
6-10 Aug 08 • Denvention 3 (66th Worldcon), Denver, CO, USA. Artist
GoH now announced: Rick Sternbach. $130 reg until 31 March 2007.
Contact Denvention, PO Box 1349, Denver, CO 80201, USA.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Patrick Ness hopes that Tricia Sullivan will yet rise from
the gutter: “How frustrating to be a great writer who happens to work in scifi. For every Jeff Noon or Neal Stephenson who breaks out to wider arenas,
there’s a Tricia Sullivan or a Jeff Vandermeer stuck on the shelves in that bit
of the bookstore where most of you never wander. Hearteningly, Sullivan
may be nearing escape velocity, and about time, too.” (Guardian, 20 January)
[SN] Ness’s review concludes: “Be brave. Step into the sci-fi section. You
can wear a floppy hat.” Stephen Baxter muses: “I’m intrigued by the floppy
hat; what can he mean? And I couldn’t help noticing the footnote that Ness’s
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own new book is Topics About Which I Know Nothing; evidently a weighty
tome.”
Arthur C. Clarke Award. Finalists were announced at a select and boozy
Soho pub gathering on 20 January: Jon Courtenay Grimwood, End of the
World Blues; M. John Harrison, Nova Swing; Lydia Millet, Oh Pure and
Radiant Heart; Jan Morris, Hav; Adam Roberts, Gradisil; Brian Stableford,
Streaking. ACCA prize money has been boosted to ... £2007! Administrator
Tom Hunter writes: “We’ve received a fantastic amount of positive response
from people up to and following the announcement of this year’s shortlist,
and I’d like to say a big thank you to everyone for their messages and
continuing support of the award.”
Magazine Stuff. Further woes for DNA Publications (SF Chronicle,
Absolute Magnitude, etc): the editor of Fantastic, Edward J. McFadden, has
resigned because “DNA Publications, Inc. has not maintained a reasonable
publishing schedule for Fantastic Stories in some time.” Meanwhile,
Bravewords.com reported a Virginia Police Dept “Official Fraud
Investigation” into alleged non-fulfilment of subscriptions to DNA’s KISS
magazine, the rock group’s official quarterly. It later emerged that the
Virginia Police have no jurisdiction, since the original complaint came from
Canada: they are passing information to the US Postal Inspector’s office,
which is investigating.
• Weird Tales is being redesigned and editorially reshuffled, with George
Scithers moving upstairs as Editor Emeritus and Darrell Schweitzer sideways
to write the nonfiction departments; a new fiction editor will be appointed.
• SFX has instructed its staff and “freelance monkeys” to write funnier,
geekier and “really anal” material. Should I draft my next column in
Klingon?
BSFA Awards. 2007 shortlists: NOVEL Liz Williams, Darkland; Jon
Courtenay Grimwood, End of the World Blues; Roger Levy, Icarus; James
Morrow, The Last Witchfinder; M. John Harrison, Nova Swing.
• SHORT Ian McDonald, “The Djinn’s Wife” (Asimov’s 6/06); Ken MacLeod,
The Highway Men; Benjamin Rosenbaum, “The House Beyond Your Sky”
(Strange Horizons); Margo Lanagan, “The Point of Roses” (Black Juice);
Alastair Reynolds, “Signal to Noise”, (Zima Blue); Elizabeth Bear,
“Sounding” (Strange Horizons)
• ARTWORK Fangorn, Angelbot (cover: Time Pieces ed. Ian Whates);
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“Vertebrate Graphics”, Farthing 2 cover; Fahrija Velic, Droid (cover:
IZ206); Alexander Preuss, The Return to Abalakin; William Li, Ring of the
Gods (cover: Holland SF 226).
• NON-FICTION Paul Kincaid & Andrew M. Butler, ed.; The Arthur C. Clarke
Award: A Critical Anthology; Justine Larbalestier, Daughters of Earth:
Feminist Science Fiction in the Twentieth Century; Paul Gravett, Great
British Comics; Julie Phillips, James Tiptree, Jr.: The Double Life of Alice B.
Sheldon; Farah Mendlesohn, ed., Polder: A Festschrift for John Clute and
Judith Clute. Winners will be announced at Eastercon in Chester.
As Others See Us II. Film director Paul Verhoeven bewails his exile to the
ghetto as a side-effect of the critically execrated Showgirls (1996): “After that
they would only let me direct science fiction, not normal films ...” (Guardian
interview, 12 January) [PT]
Philip K. Dick Award shortlist: Andrea Hairston, Mindscape; Elizabeth
Bear, Carnival; Chris Moriarty, Spin Control; Nina Kiriki Hoffman, Catalyst;
Tony Ballantyne, Recursion; Mark Budz, Idolon; Justina Robson, Living Next
Door to the God of Love. Winner to be announced 6 April. [GVG] Can
anyone explain the ordering of that list (as in the official release)? Gordon
Van Gelder: “Ha ha, wouldn’t you like to know!”
Culture Spot. “... I was reminded of a scene in the science-fiction novel
Fahrenheit 451, by Kurt Vonnegut, in which a literate culture has been
destroyed.” (Suzanne Fields, Insight on the News, 3/7/2000) [RB]
R.I.P. Desmond Briscoe (1925-2006), UK composer and sound engineer who
co-founded the BBC Radiophonic Workshop and scored Quatermass and the
Pit (1958), died on 7 December aged 81. [JE]
• Yvonne De Carlo (1922-2007) Canadian-born actress who played Lily in
The Munsters (tv 1964-66 and two spinoff films), died on 8 January. She was
84. [BB/GW]
• Tudor Gates, (1930-2007), UK screenwriter who scripted Barbarella and
the Hammer lesbian vampire movies Vampire Lovers, Lust for a Vampire and
Twins of Evil, died on 14 January. [GW]
• Joe Gill (1919-2006), US writer who scripted Charlton comics for 30 years
(Captain Atom, The Blue Beetle, etc), died in December aged 87. [PDF]
• John Heath-Stubbs (1918-2006), UK poet awarded the Queen’s Medal in
1973, died on December 26; he was 88. Steve Sneyd writes: “One of his best798

known works was the 101 page Arthurian epic poem ‘Artorius’ (1973). His
Romanized Arthur encounters multicultural myth/legend figures within a
Zodiac pattern of 12 books ... e.g. Anubis in the Otherworld and classical
Muses as well as the more traditional Celtic entities.”
• Steve Krantz (1923-2007), US producer of animated tv series – The Marvel
Superheroes (195 episodes) and Spider-Man – plus the cult film Fritz the Cat
(1972), died on 4 January aged 83. [PDF]
• Carlo Ponti (1912-2007), Italian-born producer of over 150 films, died on
10 January aged 94. His genre work included Ulysses (1955), Flesh for
Frankenstein (1973), Gawain and the Green Knight (1973), and Whisky and
Ghosts (1976). [SG]
• Liz Renay (1926-2007), US cult actress who appeared in Blackenstein
(1973) and whose final film was the memorably titled Mark of the AstroZombies (2002), died on 22 January; she was 80. [PDF]
• Iwao Takamoto (1925-2007), US animator (latterly VP at Warner Bros
Animation) who created the Scooby-Doo characters and many others, died on
8 January aged 81. [BBC]
• Robert Anton Wilson (1932-2007), US novelist and anarchist philosopher
who gloried in the tatty complexities of conspiracy theories – most famously
in the Illuminatus! trilogy (1975), written with Robert Shea – died on 11
January. He was 74, and had been gravely ill for many months; friends and
fans had raised money to save him from eviction (see A231). [GW] His last
weblog post, on 6 January, ended: “Please pardon my levity, I don’t see how
to take death seriously. It seems absurd.”
As Others See 24. “I knew it!” gibbers Niall Harrison: “I knew 24 would
turn into sf eventually.” The nuclear strike on [Season Six spoiler hastily
avoided] led Townhall.com pundit Hugh Hewitt to draw the line between
fiction and, er, fiction: “The key question is whether the drama is a bit of
absurd science fiction, or the projection of a not-so-distant future, not in its
particulars, but in its awful core depiction.” (22 January)
Outraged Letters. John Clute: “Was a bit perturbed to see that this year’s
Clarke Award shortlist omitted two pretty important titles from 2006, Cormac
McCarthy’s The Road and Thomas Pynchon’s exuberant and exorbitant
Against the Day. I gather both were left off because their publishers either
refused or failed to deliver reading copies in time for the judges to make their
decisions easily, and that each book was deemed ineligible because of this
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refusal or failure. One’s sympathy for the plight of the Clarke and its judges
notwithstanding, it does seem odd that books that (on the basis of very
extensive review coverage) would seem to be plausible candidates for
shortlisting were in fact not considered for reasons extrinsic to their merit.
What the Clarke must be about – what importantly it is seen by most of us to
be about – is the book itself. Nothing else. Really, nothing else.”
• David Garnett reminisces: “I was talking with Bram/Derek Stokes in Dark
They Were And Golden-Eyed, and this was his first shop in Bedfordbury, so
it was around – er – 1970. In walked this bloke who was obviously not one of
the regular clientele. Suit and tie, briefcase, quite old, must have been in his
40s. ‘Have you got a book called Pavane?’ he asked. So he buys the Keith
Roberts novel and off he goes. It was Magnus Magnusson. Now that he’s
dead, he can be outed as a (presumably one-off) sf fan....”
• Mike Moorcock on A234: “I’ve complained more than once to editors who
translate my preferred ‘sf’ into ‘sci-fi’, but of course without satisfaction. My
piece on Pynchon had some of the references to sf writers removed but at
least was allowed to make pretty much the same point as Terry [Pratchett]’s
– that sf techniques are these days as much part of the mainstream as any
other. I also mentioned Greybeard as a far superior book to Children of Men.
Apparently, it’s not a bad movie, thanks mostly to the director. Often the
case. Though I’ve never forgotten George Melly’s review of The Final
Programme – he thought the director had taken a ‘sci fi novel’ and made it
funny, rather than taking what was certainly intended as a funny book and
making it stupid. The funny stuff in the movie was added by me and the
actors (ad libbing) once I pointed out that it was not intended to be a sci-fi
drama.... / So I was wrong about Harry going through his punk phase in
Hairy Pooter and the Gobbet of Phlegm. Ah, well. That’ll teach me to lay
heavy bets on Captain Sensible’s advice.”
C.o.A. Peter Roberts, Lower Pen-y-lan, Glasbury-on-Wye, Breconshire
(Powys), HR3 5NT, Wales.
As Others See Us Yet Again. No mockery but just the sad truth, in a review
of Cormac McCarthy’s The Road: “This may help to explain why the postapocalyptic mode has long attracted writers not generally considered part of
the science fiction tradition. It’s one of the few subgenres of science fiction,
along with stories of the near future (also friendly to satirists), that may be
safely attempted by a mainstream writer without incurring too much damage
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to his or her credentials for seriousness. The anti-science fiction prejudice
among some readers and writers is so strong that in reviewing a work of
science fiction by a mainstream author a charitable critic will often turn to
words such as ‘parable’ or ‘fable’ to warm the author’s bathwater a little, and
it is an established fact that a preponderance of religious imagery or an
avowed religious intent can go a long way toward mitigating the sciencefictional taint ...” (Michael Chabon, New York Review of Books, 15 Feb)
Random Fandom. Mike Cobley reveals: “In keeping with my detailed
campaign for World Dominationism, I will be standing in the local elections
in May as Liberal Democrat candidate for the ward of Govan in Glasgow.
Some may be interested to learn that the Govan area has been somewhat
Labour voting since roughly the Upper Cretaceous but am I daunted?”
• Andrew I. Porter’s “Pancreaticoduodenectomy” operation on 19 January
(see A234) was successful; he came home on the 28th and now, for safety’s
sake, expects 4-6 months of chemotherapy.
SF in the News. The New Yorker profile of al-Qaeda spokesman Adam
Gadahn (the first American since 1952 to be indicted for treason) homes in
on the signs of deviancy he displayed when a teenager. Not only was he a
death-metal fan, but he read Piers Anthony’s sf novel Firefly ... “about an
alien predator that puts people into a sexual trance, sucks out their
protoplasm, and kills them with bile.” Gadahn’s review of the book,
according to the friend who recommended it: “Man, that’s twisted.” (Raffi
Khatchadourian, New Yorker, 22 January) [MMW]
Fanfundery. GUFF: the 2007 race is from Europe to Convergence 2, the
Australian Natcon. Candidates should send platforms, £10/€15 bond and
names of 3 European and two Australasian nominators, to Pat McMurray
(pcmcmurray at yahoo co uk) or Damien Warman (dmw at pobox com).
Ballot to appear in mid-February, so don’t delay.
• TAFF: Steve Stiles’s long-awaited 1968 trip report, Harrison Country,
should be published this month! [RB] Order from the administrators: £3.55
post free from Bridget Bradshaw, 103 Rustat Road, Cambridge, CB1 3QG; or
$6 from Suzanne Tompkins, PO Box 25075, Seattle, WA 98165, USA.
Group Gropes. Herts Fans: open house on Saturday following the first
Thursday each month, 6pm to midnight(ish). Keith Armstrong-Bridges, 75
Handside Lane, Welwyn Garden City, Herts, AL8 6SH.
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Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Insights About Telephone Wires. “The overhead
wires gave the illusion of shelter, but in fact offered no protection at all from
the rain, a great big useless umbrella.” (Steven Sivell, Cloud Cuckoo Land,
2006)
• High Invective Dept. “The High Sister struck her across the face. Her eyes
were like burning black coals. ‘You weak, pathetic, little twit!’ she hissed.”
(Steve White, Demon’s Gate, 2004) [MC]
• Eyeballs in the Sky. “It was as though his eyes were two planets that had
suddenly broken free from gravity and got whirled off – victims of
centrifugal force.” (R.L. Fanthorpe, Out of the Darkness, 1960)

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 9 February: Brum Group, Britannia Hotel, New St, Birmingham. With
Robert Holdstock. 7.45pm. £3 members, £4 non-members. Contact
bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Forthcoming: 9 March, Justina Robson; 13
April, Ken MacLeod; 11 May, Peter Lavery (TBC).
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page. Note the new (2007)
shorter URL:
http://links.ansible.co.uk/
More Letters. Claire Brialey feebly waves her eyeballs in protest at last
issue’s content: “There are EYES in Ansible! All over it! Jo Fletcher, Lloyd
Penney, Jo Fletcher again (and worse the second time, from what I couldn’t
avoid reading before I collapsed twitching to the floor trying to cover mine
very gently for fear of ghastly accident). If this is to continue I demand a
health warning for the terminally squeamish.”
• Henry Gee of Nature mourns: “I read with sadness (in Ansible) the death of
Philippa Pearce on 21 December. Spookily, this was about the time that I
chose to read my yellowing copy of Tom’s Midnight Garden to my 8-yearold daughter Phoebe. I remember enjoying TMG hugely when I was her age
(about 1970), but noticed that the book (written almost fifty years ago) has
dated badly. I had to explain to Phoebe what ‘telegrams’ were, and why
children had to be isolated in case they were incubating the measles. This was
quite important, given that without such isolation, the story couldn’t have
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happened. The saddest thing was that a book written, at that time, for
children, was couched in language that most contemporary adults would
hardly understand. Perhaps in another fifty years Jade Goody’s
autobiography will be seen as inaccessibly high literature to the flintknapping proletariat.”
• Mike Moorcock always turns to the obituaries first: “Phew! Maybe I should
be worried. Used to be that I didn’t recognise anyone in the news items. Now
I don’t know anyone in the obits, either (at least not very well). Is that my
own hand fading in front of my face? Well, there are worse ways to go.”
R.I.P. Extra. Gian Carlo Menotti (1911-2007), Italian-born US composer
and librettist whose opera Help, Help, the Globolinks! (1968) is sf, died on 1
February. He was 95. [CH] • Hideo Ogata (?1934-2007), Japanese producer
who founded his country’s first anime magazine (Animage) and was involved
with Studio Ghibli from its founding, died on 25 January aged 73. [BB]
Hideous Gaffes. Simo sniffs at Steve Green’s “well-matured” story about
Harry Potter and Troll: “You are old, Father Langford, and your recollection
grows weak. I pointed this out to you and your readers back in Ansible 185.
Well-matured news indeed.” An Ansible spokesman unconvincingly
mumbled: “You will hear it next February. Also January, March, and all the
other months. Truth cannot be too often repeated.”
Ansible 235 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2007. Thanks to Barbara Barrett,
Richard Bleiler, Randy Byers, Mike Cule, Malcolm Edwards, Paul Di
Filippo, John Eggeling, Steve Green, Chip Hitchcock, Joe McNally, Todd
Mason, Sharyn November, Paul Treadaway, Gordon Van Gelder, Gary
Wilkinson, Martin Morse Wooster, Jessica Yates, and our Hero Distributors:
Rog Peyton (BSFG), Janice Murray (N. America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart
(Thyme/Oz). 3 Feb 07.
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The Mark of the Beast
Peter Attaway withdrew his horror story “The Hunting Ground” from the
Infinity Plus website owing to rumours in his local community that the
content – vampires posing as children to entrap child molesters – showed him
to be a paedophile. Therefore he is unfit to coach his son’s football team:
“The club to which I belonged formally investigated the complaint against
me, and came to the conclusion that there was ‘no case to answer’, but –
somewhat bizarrely – decided that I could no longer continue as a coach with
the club as I had ‘lost the confidence of the parents’.” Next, a letter from the
Football Association “stating that they ‘had received evidence that my
conduct gave rise to a reasonable belief that I posed a risk of harm to a child’,
and that I was to be suspended from all football and football related
activities.” In January 2007 the hapless author learned from the FA that “I
may be prosecuted for misconduct, due to the existence of ‘The Hunting
Ground’, even though the story was written seven years before I became a
coach and therefore officially involved with children.” How to fight this
madness?
Iain Banks’s new book, delayed by the break-up of his marriage, is variously
described. An invitation to the related “The Herald Sunday Herald Book
Series” event calls it “his first literary novel in almost five years” – as distinct
from illiterary novels like The Algebraist (2004). [JS] Private Eye’s phrasing
is “Banks’s first ‘proper’ novel (as opposed to the sci-fi stuff he turns out
under the name of Iain M. Banks) for five years.” And Radio 4’s Saturday
Review, after acknowledging this author’s habit of alternating the “terrestrial”
and the “intergalactic”, went on to say: “The Steep Approach to Garbadale is
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his first novel for five years ...” [TK]
Garry Kilworth took John Brosnan’s ashes home, to “... a vineyard outside
the community of Sulky, between the large towns of Ballarat and
Castlemaine in Victoria, Australia. There we scattered the remainder of
John’s ashes on the vines, with the words, ‘Ashes to ashes, dust to dust, wine
to the vine.’ We chose the vineyard of ‘Dulcinea’ wines because of the
literary connection – Dulcinea being ‘the sweet and beautiful one’ in Don
Quixote as I’m sure you all know. It was a sunny day, not too hot (though the
countryside here is in the 11th year of a drought) with a wonderful view from
the vineyard which swept down to open fields, over what we would call a
dew pond (here they call it a dam) to hazy blue mountains beyond. There was
a stiff breeze which caught the ashes and spread them down one of the lanes
of vines. I had also chosen a verse from an Australian poem called ‘The Old
Australian Ways’ by Banjo Patterson, who wrote ‘Waltzing Matilda’. We
drove to the bottom of the vineyard where I read it out loud, feeling the
owners might wonder what the heck was going on. So throw the weary pen
aside / And let the papers rest, / For [you] must saddle up and ride / Towards
the blue hill’s breast; / And [you] must travel far and fast / Across their
rugged maze, /To find the Spring of Youth at last, / And call back from the
buried past / The old Australian ways.” [via RH]
Patrick Moore still knows, to a close approximation, where his towel is.
Asked in the Radio Times (3-9 Feb), “What’s the answer to life, the universe
and everything?”, he replied: “It’s 43, isn’t it?” [JD]
Chris Priest on a listed-building proposal by the Secretary of State for
Culture, Media and Sport: “Before Tessa Jowell gives Grade I listing to 221b
Baker Street, she really ought to consider Hogwarts Academy and the House
at Pooh Corner.” (Guardian letters, 14 Feb) [JY] Two days later they also
published Rob Holdstock’s letter on “Tessa Jowell’s wonderful piece of
‘tongue-in-cheekery’ about Grade I-listing 221b Baker Street”, in which Rob
asserted that “Britain is not a theme park.” But the Guardian cut his quip
about how “if not careful we’ll be Grade A listing a tree against which
Thomas Hardy once relieved himself ...”
Matthew Warchus, director of that West End stage musical of The Lord of
the Rings, went to Tolkien’s grave in Wolvercote Cemetery to say Sorry in
advance: “I visited his grave a few months ago to kind of apologise and get
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his seal of approval. It was a magical moment.” (Oxford Mail, 13 February.)
[TM] Perhaps the magic consisted of a hollow, spectral voice that intoned:
“Please credit my input to Alan Smithee.”
John C. Wright explains which subgenre his fantasy isn’t in: “Nor is this
book anywhere nearly gross enough to qualify for YA status. To win awards
in YA fiction, one needs to describe rapist elfs sodomizing boys with thorn
bushes, or a father having sex with the ghost of his little son he murdered.
Incestohomopedonecrophilia, we might call that: One needs special names to
describe the new perversions. I wish I were making those examples up.” (Sci
Fi Weekly interview, 15 February) [DB]
Jane Yolen on the Flappies, a new award for book jacket copy: “When I was
a young editorial assistant (back in the Cretaceous) I wrote the flap copy for
Charlie & The Chocolate Factory and for many years it was the writing of
mine that was in print the longest.” [POM]

Condomine
3-4 Mar • Microcon, Devonshire House, Exeter University. GoH: Jasper
Fforde, others. £7 at door; students £5; EU sf soc members free.
10-11 Mar • P-Con 4, Wynn’s Hotel, Dublin. €25/£20 reg. Contact c/o
Yellow Brick Rd, 8 Bachelor’s Walk, Dublin 8, Ireland; UK c/o Dave Lally,
64 Richborne Terrace, London, SW8 1AX.
28 Mar • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Hal Duncan.
6-9 Apr • Contemplation (Eastercon), Crowne Plaza Hotel, Trinity St,
Chester, CH1 2BD. £45 reg, £30 unwaged, £20 supp/junior (13-17), £5 child
(5-12). Booking closes 22 March. Few hotel rooms left: phone 01244
899988, quoting reference “con”. Overflow (Holiday Inn) 0870 400 9670.
Contact 18 Letchworth Ave, Feltham, Middlesex, TW14 9RY.
28 Apr • Alt.Fiction 2007, Assembly Rooms & Guildhall Theatre, Market
Place, Derby, DE1 3AH. 11am-9pm. Darwin Suite events £20, concessions
£15. Box office 01332 255800 or boxoffice at derby gov uk.
16 Jun • PKD-Day (celebrating Philip K. Dick), John Clare Lecture Theatre,
Clifton Campus, Clifton Lane, Nottingham. 10am-5pm. Free, but by ticket
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only. Contact John Goodridge, English Division, Nottingham Trent
University, Clifton Lane, Nottingham, NG11 8NS.
Rumblings. Eastercon 2009. The LXcon bid has announced its venue as the
Cedar Court Hotel, Bradford – which according to its own website has 131
bedrooms, so overflow hotels will be essential. The rival bid, Concordia, still
plans to use the Birmingham (NEC) Metropole Hotel. See
www.LX2009.com and www.conbids.org/concordia for more.
Later: the Concordia bid folded shortly before this issue went to
press, although the bid website wasn’t updated until the following
day.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Doctor Who. Graham Sleight reports: “ITV1 have a new
Saturday night primetime series, called Primeval, about the threat to presentday London from, uh, dinosaurs and giant spiders. Metro (8 Feb) ran a
feature on the show by Larushka Ivan-Zadeh, which raised the obvious point
that it’s an attempt to compete with Doctor Who. Various cast and crew
members deny this, including Christian Manz, special effects supervisor: ‘Dr
Who is a fantasy show where they go to other planets. Primeval is based on
science – what species might actually evolve and take over the planet.’
Leaving aside the point that the new Who has visited alien planets only twice
in 28 episodes, I must have missed the CNN and New Scientist coverage of
how dinosaurs are about to reappear and gobble us up. But that’s not
‘fantasy’, no way....”
Nebula Awards. 2007 novel shortlist: Ellen Kushner, The Privilege of the
Sword; Jack McDevitt, Seeker; Jeffrey Ford, The Girl in the Glass; Jo
Walton, Farthing; Richard Bowes, From the Files of the Time Rangers; Wil
McCarthy, To Crush the Moon. Winner to be announced in May. Other
categories here [link now dead].
R.I.P. Ivar Berggren (1937-2007), long-time Swedish fan known as
“Banjan”, died on 20 January aged 69. Sam J. Lundwall writes: “He was
active in essef fandom from the late 50s, publishing a fanzine, Sviraren (The
Reveller), and organizing for some 40 years the Swedish annual Champagne
Shootings where people shot champagne corks at targets and each other. A
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good man, we’ll miss him.”
• George Collyn (Colin Pilkington, 1937-2002), whose ten short sf stories
appeared 1964-1967 in New Worlds and (once) F&SF, died on 21 April
2002. This went unreported in sf circles, since for professional reasons he
kept his real name dark; some sf bibliographies wrongly list Collyn as a
pseudonym of Michael Moorcock.
• Myrtle Devenish (1913-2007), UK actress seen in Terry Gilliam’s Time
Bandits, Brazil and The Meaning of Life (“Crimson Permanent Assurance”),
died on 21 January aged 93. [AIP]
• Patrice Duvic (1946-2007), French author, editor and sf anthologist who
was a valued member of the 1980s Milford UK workshops, died on 25
February; he was 61. [MJE]
• Walker Edmiston (1926-2007), US actor who voiced many roles in tv
cartoons and the original Star Trek, died on 15 February at age 81. [PDF]
• Peter Ellenshaw (1913-2007), London-born matte artist whose visual
effects appeared in genre films from Things To Come (1936) to The Black
Hole (1979) and Superman IV (1987), died on 12 February aged 93. [PDF]
• Charles L. Fontenay (1917-2007), US author of dozens of magazine stories
and three sf novels published 1954-1964, and of 20 more books including a
children’s series after his 1987 retirement, died on 27 January; he was 89.
[SFWA]
• Lee Hoffman (1932-2007), US author of four sf novels – though better
known for her Westerns – and long-time fan who was a major figure of 1950s
“Sixth Fandom”, died from a heart attack on 6 February. She was 74. [GS]
Her fifties fanzine Quandry was central to that era, while Science Fiction
Five-Yearly maintained its ambitious schedule from a 1951 launch – with
publishing help from friends in later years – to the final issue #12 in
November 2006. I’m proud to have contributed. Lee (“LeeH”), who was fan
guest of honour at the 1982 Worldcon, will be missed by very many of us.
• Ian Richardson (1934-2007), UK actor honoured with the CBE, died on 9
February aged 72. Genre appearances included Brazil (1985), The Canterville
Ghost (1997), Dark City (1998), Gormenghast (2000), Strange (2002-3), and
Hogfather (2006, as the voice of Death). [SG]
• Fred Mustard Stewart (1932-2007), popular US author whose genre
ventures included his first novel The Mephisto Waltz (1969, filmed 1971),
died on 7 February; he was 74. [PDF]
As Others Poach Us. The MLA has a term for it: “Genre-Poaching in
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Literary Fiction [...] a proposed special session at MLA 2007 (Chicago, 27-30
December) addressing contemporary American ‘literary fiction’ that co-opts
elements of popular genres. [...] This panel will address works that have been
shelved, reviewed, and studied in the realm of literary fiction but whose
authors use tropes, themes, and ideas explicitly drawn from genres such as
science fiction, detective fiction, romance novels, tv, and superhero comics.
Is such co-optation destined to be condescending, reactionary, or nostalgic; or
is it potentially generative of new literary forms and approaches? [...] What
do the authors have to say about the reprobate status of the forms they’re
drawing from?” Some poaching suspects are named, including Jonathan
Lethem (“superheroes”) and Cormac McCarthy (“science fiction”). [GC]
Publishers and Sinners. Mike Resnick is the new Executive Editor of Jim
Baen’s Universe, and Ann VanderMeer – wife of Jeff – is the new fiction
editor at Weird Tales. (Both announced February 2007.)
FAAns. Fanzine Activity Achievement Awards for 2006 work: FANZINE
Banana Wings; FAN WRITER Claire Brialey; FAN ARTIST Dan Steffan;
LETTERHACK Lloyd Penney; NEW FANZINE FAN Teresa Cochran.
Another Bloody Poll. A World Book Day poll asked 2,000 readers which
books they couldn’t live without. Top ten choices included The Lord of the
Rings (2), the Harry Potter series (4), 1984 (=8) and “His Dark Materials”
(=8). Further titles of genre interest in the full list: The Hobbit (16), The Time
Traveller’s Wife (19), Hitch-Hiker (25), Alice (29), The Wind in the Willows
(30), the Narnia books (33, with The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
getting its own slot at 36), Winnie-the-Pooh (40), Animal Farm (41), One
Hundred Years of Solitude (43), The Handmaid’s Tale (48), Lord of the Flies
(49), Dune (52), Cold Comfort Farm (53), Brave New World (58), The Lovely
Bones (64), Midnight’s Children (69), Dracula (72), The Secret Garden (73),
A Christmas Carol (81), Cloud Atlas (82), Charlotte’s Web (87), The Little
Prince (92), The Wasp Factory (93), Watership Down (94), and Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory (99). Number one, by the way, was Pride and
Prejudice. [JY]
Outraged Letters. Garry Kilworth (in Australia for 6 months – see above)
muses: “When you have a long list of names, egotistic authors (like myself)
instantly scan it for their own, and are irritated to find they are not mentioned,
until of course they realise they’re reading the obituary column.”
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• Ursula Le Guin on A235: “Michael Chabon doesn’t belong in your ‘As
Others See Us’ box. Enough with the paranoia, this guy’s on our side. His
discussion (in The New York Review of Books, re Cormac McCarthy’s The
Road) of prejudice against sf among critics and why the post-apocalyptic
novel may escape ‘the science-fictional taint’ is subtle, funny, and accurate.
He ends the review by classifying McCarthy’s over-the-top mode not as sf at
all, but as horror: an observation that is also subtle, funny, and accurate.”
(Langford feebly protests: I too thought Chabon was wickedly accurate about
the “taint” of sf, which is why I prefaced that quote with “No mockery but
just the sad truth ...”)
• Mike Scott Rohan on Magnus Magnusson (see A235): “I can testify that he
certainly was not a one-off SF reader; he may not have been a fan per se, but
he was well read in imaginative lit, fantasy included – Tolkien, for one,
which was just as well with so many Mastermind contestants focussing on
him. He was a voracious reader generally, frequently encountered in
Edinburgh bookshops in the days when we had any. Al Scott went round
Iceland with him many years back, a remarkably liquid experience by all
accounts, and, since he was given to lambasting the mythical Viking horned
helmets, made him the hero of Magnus Thrihyrning’s Saga, ie three horns.
Despite this Magnus very kindly wrote the foreword to our first collaborative
book, and was generous with his time and advice. A great bloke, sadly
missed.”
More Award Shortlists. Bram Stoker (horror): Tom Piccirilli, Headstone
City; Stephen King, Lisey’s Story; Jonathan Maberry, Ghost Road Blues; Jeff
Strand, Pressure; Gary A. Braunbeck, Prodigal Blues. Winners in this and
other categories are to be announced at WHC on 31 March.
• Prometheus (libertarian): Orson Scott Card, Empire; David D. Friedman,
Harald; Robert A. Heinlein and Spider Robinson, Variable Star; Elizabeth
Moon, Engaging the Enemy; John Scalzi, The Ghost Brigades; Charles
Stross, The Clan Corporate and also Glasshouse; John Varley, Red
Lightning; Vernor Vinge, Rainbows End; F. Paul Wilson, Harbingers. Mr
Stross, remembering the usual listing of past winner Ken MacLeod, has
suggested that the name should be changed to the Scottish Socialist SF
Writers’ Award. [JG]
• Royal TV Society: the three-strong drama shortlist includes Hogfather.
As Others See Us II. Wendy Smith on a new Jonathan Raban novel set in
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2010: “Yet Surveillance is not an exercise in dystopian fiction – or at least
the kind that sends stick figures wandering through a post-apocalypse
landscape.” (Washington Post, 1 March) [MMW]
Random Fandom. ½r Cruttenden warns: “Next Eastercon I will be ridding
myself of a clump of facial shrubbery – to wit – a set of mutton-chop
whiskers.” Sponsors are sought for this hideous public spectacle, in aid of the
fan funds.
• Bruce Gillespie celebrated his 60th birthday with a dinner for 50 sf fans in
Melbourne on 17 February.
• Peter Roberts (Master of Mycology) on his tv appearance: “I understand
that I attracted an audience of 2.9 million viewers for the first episode of A
New Year at Kew on BBC2, but the bastards have still not contacted me about
doing my own series ...” Countless Roberts fans tuned in to see the fungus
collection being moved on 27 Feb, but Pat Charnock reports: “Although
Peter Roberts did appear in the Kew programme, it was only in passing. This
time, he didn’t star. He did some good box-carrying, though.”
• Maureen Kincaid Speller stands proud: “I notice that my brother-in-arms,
Mike Cobley, is standing for the Lib-Dems in Govan. I’m now confirmed as
the Lib-Dems’ candidate in Foord ward in Folkestone, for both Town and
District elections in May.”
C.o.A. Howard Waldrop, 12608 Wittmer Dr, Austin, TX 78729-7787, USA.
Fanfundery. Trip Report Bounties. FANAC’s reward for completed TAFF
or DUFF trip reports has risen to $500, and this amount has been sent to
TAFF to mark the publication of Steve Stiles’s 1968 report Harrison County.
Joe Siclari of FANAC writes: “We hope this encourages any outstanding
report writers to get started (including me).”
Thog’s Masterclass. Flatulent Simile Dept. “They gathered pace as they
walked. The passageway grew narrow and low, causing them to crouch as
they stumbled on. The sound of water grew louder, and the gusting of the
wind was like the eerie farting of a giant animal.” (G.P. Taylor, The Curse of
Salamander Street, 2006) [KD]
• Well I Never! Dept. “With summer, evening was very long – it lasted until
twilight.” (Anne McCaffrey & Elizabeth Ann Scarborough, Changelings,
2005) [LS]
• Falsies Dept. “He gently removed her glasses, and his hard chest rubbed
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against her breasts as he leaned over to put them on the table next to his gun.”
(Julie Garwood, Shadow Dance, 2006) [NR]
• Dept of Anatomy. “‘Out of my way, boy,’ the stranger snarled, with a face
like a dented hatchet.” “The eyes narrowed, then widened again, and a greasy
smirk slid forth.” “His head twisted back to address her, but stopped halfway,
his eyes on the floor.” “It found its focus in the hypnotic swish of the
woman’s hair, the supple sway of her rounded hips, and the seductive twitch
of her heart-shaped buttocks – which traded kisses with every confident
stride.” (all Eldon Thompson, The Obsidian Key, 2006) [PM]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 9 March: Brum Group, Britannia Hotel, New St, Birmingham. With Justina
Robson. 7.45pm. £3 members, £4 non-members. Contact bhamsfgroup at
yahoo co uk. Forthcoming: 13 April, Ken MacLeod; 11 May, Peter Lavery
(TBC).
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page. Note the new (2007)
shorter URL:
http://links.ansible.co.uk/
Another Letter! Mike Moorcock writes again: “As it happened, Children of
Men, the movie, wasn’t that great. Pan’s Labyrinth better. But I’m tired of
my expectations being raised by reviews for films which then turn out to be
nothing special as far as imagination and inventiveness are concerned.
Shouldn’t we be grateful that the likes of PD James deny this dreadful stuff is
science fiction?
”I can confirm that Ballard did a story for Jackanory. I watched it with my
kids at the time. He also did a scenario for When Dinosaurs Ruled the Earth
(I think it was) and was lucky enough to have his name misspelled on the
credits. He made some amusing observations about the process of his original
idea to the eventual reality of film. ‘They speak high-mindedly about
character motivation, psychology, symbolism and so on but, when it comes
down to it, it’s about one cave man hitting another cave man on the head with
a club ...’
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“Interesting to see Michael Chabon’s piece in the NYT. He’s currently
running a serial there [login needed] which is sword and sorcery, and his new
novel The Yiddish Policemen’s Union is a straight alternate world novel
where the Jewish homeland (as promised by FDR) is Alaska rather than
Israel. Michael has long been an advocate for what I suppose I’d call ‘genre
reunification’, having edited the ‘Thrilling Adventures’ issue of
McSweeney’s, and has written comics as well as a script for Spiderman 2.
He’s a friend of mine and a regular customer at Dark Carnival in Berkeley. I
think it’s fair to say that he brings a pretty nifty quality of writing to his sf
and fantasy excursions which can only help the process of breaking down the
walls of snobbery and ignorance separating the genres. I hope. Wasn’t I
saying something like this in 1965?” (6 February)
A few days later Mike returned to his fannish roots by making an appearance
at Corflu in Austin, Texas. Bill Burns took the photo: Earl Kemp, MM, and
Peter Weston ...
[Later: Mike Moir sends IMDB links for J.G. Ballard’s Jackanory
and also When Dinosaurs Ruled the Earth – where he was actually
credited as J.B. Ballard.]
Ansible 236 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2007. Thanks to Damien
Broderick, G Corrick, Jim Darroch, Kay Dekker, Paul Di Filippo, Malcolm
Edwards, Joe Gordon, Steve Green, Rob Holdstock, Tony Keen, John Mason,
Todd Mason, Pádraig Ó Méalóid, Petrea Mitchell, Andrew I. Porter, Chris
Priest, Nonie Rider, Liz Sourbut, Geri Sullivan, James Summerson, Martin
Morse Wooster, Jessica Yates, and our Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton
(BSFG), Janice Murray (N. America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Thyme/Oz).
2 Mar 07.
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Knights of the Limits
Barbara Bauer, grumpy about her permanent niche in the SFWA/Writer
Beware site’s “20 Worst Agents” list, has filed suit against SFWA and the
following: Ann C. Crispin and Victoria C. Strauss of Writer Beware; James
D. Macdonald and Patrick and Teresa Nielsen Hayden of Making Light
(where BB was much discussed); and Kent Brewster.
Stephen Baxter has been doing a little “As Others See Us” research: “The
publisher’s blurb for the Lydia Millet book on Amazon gives the usual
accolade for a Clarke nominee: ‘Oh Pure and Radiant Heart is no more a SF
novel than The Time-Traveller’s Wife. Instead, it is a powerful and original
fiction of responsibility and guilt, today’s America, and the peculiar terrors of
our nuclear world.’ Fair enough!”
Arthur C. Clarke appeared on the BBC website in his favourite t-shirt: “I
invented the satellite and all I got was this lousy t-shirt.”
Michael Crichton and State of Fear weren’t actually named in Al Gore’s 21
March statement before a US House committee, but the metaphor for global
warming contains a definite hint: “The planet has a fever. If your baby has a
fever, you go to the doctor [...] if your doctor tells you you need to intervene
here, you don’t say ‘Well, I read a science fiction novel that tells me it’s not a
problem.’” [TM]
Kenneth Eng, sf author noted in A221 as beneficiary of some suspicious
Amazon reviews, has found it’s possible to publicize oneself too much – with
his sure-fire controversial article called “Why I Hate Blacks”. From the LA
Times: “The column, published in the San Francisco-based AsianWeek
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newspaper in the waning days of African American History Month, was so
astonishingly hateful that activists of all stripes immediately rushed forward
to condemn it. AsianWeek Editor Ted Fang issued a lengthy apology and
fired Eng, who is in his early 20s and also writes science fiction novels. The
small press that published Eng’s books announced last week that it was
taking them off the market.” (7 March) This furore earned Eng a Fox News tv
interview, and mockery in Wired.
Denis Guiot, editor of the “Autres Mondes” YA sf line at the French house
Fleurus/Mango Jeunesse, threatens to resign over the editorial board’s
cancellation of Nathalie Le Gendre’s novel Les Orphelins de Naja (which he
had scheduled for May 2007). This denounces paedophilia in a future colonyworld church: it’s not anti-church, but the publishing group – also noted for
religious texts – fears trouble from shareholders. There’s an on-line petition
in support of Guiot; several influential Autres Mondes authors say they’ll
switch publishers if he has to leave. [JD-B]
Julie Phillips’s James Tiptree, Jr.: The Double Life of Alice B. Sheldon won
the US National Book Critics Circle award for biography.
Neal Stephenson on how we see us: “Lack of critical respect means nothing
to sci-fi’s creators and fans. They made peace with their own dorkiness long
ago. Oh, there was momentary discomfort around the time of William
Shatner’s 1987 ‘Saturday Night Live’ sketch, in which he exhorted Trekkies
to ‘get a life.’ But this had been fully resolved by 2000, when sci-fi fans
voted to give the Hugo Award for best movie to ‘Galaxy Quest,’ a film that
revolves around making fun of sci-fi fans.” (300 film review, New York
Times, 18 March) [MF]

Conpoy
31 Mar - 5 Nov • Doctor Who – Up-Close exhibition, Museum of Science &
Industry, Manchester. £20 family, £6.50 adult, £4.50 conc.
5 Apr - 1 Jul • Alice in Sunderland: Bryan Talbot art exhibition, London
Cartoon Museum. Tue-Sat 10.30-5.50; Sun 12-5.30. Adults £3, concessions
£2, students and under 18s free. 35 Little Russell St, London, WC1A 2HH;
020 7580 8155; www.cartoonmuseum.org.
6-9 Apr • Contemplation (Eastercon), Crowne Plaza Hotel, Trinity St,
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Chester, CH1 2BD. Advance booking is now closed. £55 reg at the door; £45
concessions; £25 junior (13-17); £5 child (5-12); £1 infant. Day rates £10/£5
junior/£5 child on Fri or Mon, £20/£10/£5 on Sat or Sun. Contact 18
Letchworth Ave, Feltham, Middlesex, TW14 9RY.
25 Apr • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Jon George.
28 Apr • Alt.Fiction 2007, Assembly Rooms & Guildhall Theatre, Market
Place, Derby, DE1 3AH. 11am-9pm. Darwin Suite events £20, concessions
£15. Box office 01332 255800 or boxoffice at derby gov uk.
2 May • Clarke Award Ceremony, London – by invitation. Held in
conjunction with and on the opening night of ...
2-6 May • Sci-Fi London Film Festival. Contact FestivalBiz, 2nd Floor,
145-157 St John St, London, EC1V 4PY. 020 7871 4555.
16 Jun • PKD-Day (celebrating Philip K. Dick), Clifton Campus, Nottingham
Trent Univ. With Graham Joyce, Ian Watson, others. Admission by (free)
ticket only: contact John dot Goodridge at ntu ac uk.
10-12 Aug • Recombination/HarmUni III (Unicon 21/RPG/filk), New Hall,
Cambridge. £24 reg, rising to £28 after Easter; under-18s half price. Contact
(C.o.A): 1 Mays Way, Cambridge, CB4 1UB.
10-12 Nov • Armadacon 19, Novotel, Plymouth. GoH Jasper Fforde, Jim
Swallow, Jules Burt. £30 reg (£27 concessions); day rates £18 (£15) Sat, £12
(£10) Sun; evenings £5. Contact 20 Pinewood Close, Plympton, Devon, PL7
2DW.
21-24 Mar 08 • Orbital (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow,
London. £45 reg, rising to £55 on 16 April; £20 supp or junior (12-17), £5
child (5-11), £1 infant. Contact 8 Windmill Close, Epsom, Surrey, KT17
3AL. Credit card bookings: www.orbital2008.org.
22-25 Aug 08 • Discworld Convention 2008, Hilton Metropole Hotel,
Birmingham (NEC) – venue announced 9 March. Memberships not yet
available, except to Redemption 07 members who get a “special rate” of £45.
Ansible predicts unrest if past DWcon members have to pay more.... Contact
PO Box 4101, Shepton Mallet, Somerset, BA4 5XD.
[Later: I am assured that despite the implied message of the
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DWcon website, the same discount applies to everyone who has
already enquired, to those joining at Eastercon and other events
where discount flyers will circulate, and to anyone joining on-line
before a given date.]
20-22 Feb 09 • Redemption 09 (multimedia sf) has lost its Hinckley hotel
and is now looking for a new venue. (As James Bacon puts it: “The Hinckley
Island [Hotel] have given Redemption 09 the shove. Too many complaints
from other residents allegedly.”) £40 reg; £45 from 20 Apr 07; £50 from 4
Sep 07; £55 from 1 Sep 08. Advance booking closes 7 Feb 09: £60 at door.
Concessions: £10 off above. Under-18s/supp: £15. Contact 26 Kings
Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
Rumblings. Eastercon 2009. The Concordia (Birmingham NEC) bid folded
just before Ansible 236 appeared: LXcon (Bradford) is now unopposed. More
at www.LX2009.com and www.conbids.org/concordia. • SFF/BSFA. This
year’s now-traditional joint AGM event will be held in Sheffield rather than
boring old London. Details to follow.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. At least sf isn’t as bad as fantasy, muses Caitlin Moran of
The Times while investigating World of Warcraft: “By and large, my theory
runs, people who are into goblins and wizards are people within the autistic
spectrum of behaviour, for whom the utopian sexual and racial equality
offered by, say, sci-fi, is alarming. All those black chicks in Lycra jumpsuits
philosophising about the fallible nature of humanity, and able to vote? Brrrr!”
(Times, 26 March) [LW]
That Hugo Shortlist. NOVEL Michael Flynn, Eifelheim; Naomi Novik, His
Majesty’s Dragon aka Temeraire; Charles Stross, Glasshouse; Vernor Vinge,
Rainbows End; Peter Watts, Blindsight.
• NOVELLA Paul Melko, “The Walls of the Universe”, (Asimov’s 4/06); Robert
Reed, “A Billion Eves” (Asimov’s 10/06); William Shunn, “Inclination”
(Asimov’s 4/06); Michael Swanwick, “Lord Weary’s Empire” (Asimov’s
12/06); Robert Charles Wilson, Julian: A Christmas Story (PS Publishing).
• NOVELETTE Paolo Bacigalupi, “Yellow Card Man” (Asimov’s 12/06);
Michael F Flynn, “Dawn, and Sunset, and the Colours of the Earth”;
(Asimov’s 10/06); Ian McDonald, “The Djinn’s Wife” (Asimov’s 7/06); Mike
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Resnick, “All the Things You Are” (Baen’s Universe 12/06); Geoff Ryman,
“Pol Pot’s Beautiful Daughter” (F&SF 10/06).
• SHORT Neil Gaiman, “How to Talk to Girls at Parties” (Fragile Things);
Bruce McAllister, “Kin” (Asimov’s 2/06); Tim Pratt, “Impossible Dreams”
(Asimov’s 7/06); Robert Reed, “Eight Episodes” (Asimov’s 6/06); Benjamin
Rosenbaum, “The House Beyond Your Sky” (Strange Horizons 9/06).
• RELATED BOOK Samuel R. Delany, About Writing: Seven Essays, Four
Letters, and Five Interviews; Joseph T. Major, Heinlein’s Children: The
Juveniles; Julie Phillips, James Tiptree, Jr.: The Double Life of Alice B
Sheldon; John Picacio, Cover Story: The Art of John Picacio; Mike Resnick
& Joe Siclari, eds, Worldcon Guest of Honor Speeches.
• DRAMATIC – LONG Children of Men, Pan’s Labyrinth, The Prestige, A
Scanner Darkly, V for Vendetta.
• DRAMATIC – SHORT Battlestar Galactica, “Downloaded”; Doctor Who,
“Army of Ghosts” & “Doomsday”; Doctor Who, “Girl in the Fireplace”;
Doctor Who, “School Reunion”; Stargate SG-1, “200”.
• EDITOR – LONG Lou Anders, James Patrick Baen, Ginjer Buchanan, David G.
Hartwell, Patrick Nielsen Hayden.
• EDITOR – SHORT Gardner Dozois, David G. Hartwell, Stanley Schmidt,
Gordon Van Gelder, Sheila Williams.
• ARTIST Bob Eggleton, Donato Giancola, Stephan Martiniere, John Jude
Palencar, John Picacio.
• SEMIPROZINE Ansible, Interzone, Lady Churchill’s Rosebud Wristlet, Locus,
The New York Review of Science Fiction.
• FANZINE Banana Wings, Challenger, The Drink Tank, Plokta, ScienceFiction Five-Yearly.
• FAN WRITER Chris Garcia, John Hertz, Dave Langford (thanks!), John Scalzi,
Steven H Silver.
• FAN ARTIST Brad W. Foster, Teddy Harvia, Sue Mason, Steve Stiles, Frank
Wu.
• CAMPBELL AWARD (not a Hugo) Scott Lynch, Sarah Monette, Naomi Novik,
Brandon Sanderson, Lawrence M. Schoen.
• In the initial release and early printed ballots, Pan’s Labyrinth was omitted
and Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest included in the
Dramatic/Long finalists. A non-joky 1 April update blamed this on data error.
Springtime for Lucifer. The New York Times story about plans to film
Paradise Lost is full of tasty quotations, especially from the producer Vincent
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Newman. “‘It’s a 400-some-odd-page poem written in Old English,’ he said,
laughing. ‘How do you find the movie in that?’” But “if you get past the
Milton of it all, and think about the greatest war that’s ever been fought, the
story itself is pretty compelling.” One must focus on essentials: “less Adam
and Eve and more about what’s happening with the archangels”, since “In
Eden there’s the nudity problem ... which would be a big problem for a big
studio movie.” Then there was “the studio executive who, halfway through
the pitch, blurted: ‘Wait a minute. You mean God is God?’” As Vincent sums
it up: “This could be like The Lord of the Rings, or bigger.” (NY Times, 4
March) [JB]
R.I.P. Arnold Drake (1924-2007), US comics writer who wrote all the major
DC Comics characters during his long career, and co-created Deadman and
Doom Patrol, died on 12 March aged 83. [PDF]
• Leigh Eddings (?-2007), US author who co-wrote many popular fantasy
novels with her husband David Eddings, died on 28 February following a
series of strokes. She was 69.
• Charles Einstein (1926-2007), US author and journalist best known in sf for
The Day New York Went Dry (1964), died on 7 March aged 80.
• Freddie Francis (1917-2007), UK director and cinematographer who
directed Dr Terror’s House of Horrors (1964), Dracula Has Risen From the
Grave (1968) and other Hammer and Amicus horror films, died on 17 March;
he was 89. [BB]
• David Honigsberg (1958-2007), US author, musician, rabbi and fan, died
from a heart attack on 27 March, aged 48. [ML]
• Gareth Hunt (1942-2007), UK actor whose genre credits included The New
Avengers, Dr Who and Space: 1999, died from pancreatic cancer on 14
March; he was 65. [CM]
• David I. Masson (1915-2007), UK author and rare-books librarian whose
seven 1960s sf stories all appeared in New Worlds and were collected as The
Caltraps of Time (1968), died on 25 February. Chris Priest and I came to
know him better while working on our 2003 edition of Caltraps (adding his
three further 1970s stories). His debut fiction “Traveller’s Rest” (1965) was a
major highlight of that New Worlds era. Mike Moorcock writes: “I liked him
from the beginning. Really was surprised by the story given that the style of
the typing and so on suggested someone who had actually started with a quill
pen. Not so the style of the stories, of course. I suppose it was inevitable he
wouldn’t have written much, given the quality of the little he did write, but
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it’s a shame he never tried for a novel.”
• Marshall Rogers (1950-2007), noted US comics artist, died on 24 or 25
March; he was 57. [SG]
• Herman Stein (1915-2007), US composer who scored over 200 films
including Creature from the Black Lagoon, It Came from Outer Space, The
Incredible Shrinking Man, This Island Earth and Tarantula, died on 15
March aged 91. [CH]
• Paul Walker (1921-2007), US author and critic whose interviews were
collected as Speaking of Science Fiction (1978), died (according to his sister)
on 8 March. [MGP]
As Others See Us II. A recommendation: “Joe Hill, Heart-Shaped Box: It’s
horrible to be among the thousands to admit you’re excited to read the work
of the son of Stephen King, but we’re guilty.” (US Book Critics Circle
weblog, 27 Mar) [RF]
• More on Iain Banks, crushing our hopes that there might be such a thing as
serious sf: “Whether writing science fiction (under the name of Iain M.
Banks) or serious fiction (without the ‘M’), the underlying message of Iain
Banks’s work is ‘life’s a game’.” (Mark Sanderson, Sunday Telegraph
review, 11 March) [AS]
Publishers & Sinners. Jim Minz says goodbye: “As many of you have
already heard, I no longer am working here at Del Rey (that became official
about two hours ago).” (email, 23 March)
Random Fandom. Jyrki Kasvi, a Finnish MP seeking reelection, has a
campaign website entirely in Klingon. He explains: “Some have thought it is
blasphemy to mix politics and Klingon ... Others say it is good if politicians
can laugh at themselves.” [FL] How side-splitting.
More Awards. Tiptree winners for 2006: Shelley Jackson, Half Life;
Catherynne M. Valente, The Orphan’s Tales: In the Night Garden. [PM]
• Prometheus final shortlist: Orson Scott Card, Empire; John Scalzi, The
Ghost Brigades; Charles Stross, Glasshouse; Vernor Vinge, Rainbows End;
F. Paul Wilson, Harbingers.
• Broadcasting Press Guild: drama series, Life on Mars; multichannel,
Hogfather. [SG]
• Bram Stoker novel award: Stephen King, Lisey’s Story.
• SF Hall of Fame: Gene Wolfe, Ridley Scott, Ed Emshwiller, Gene
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Roddenberry. [L]
• Skylark: Beth Meacham.
As Others See Us III. A Neurologist Explains: “What is schizotypal? It’s a
more subtle version of schizophrenia. This is not somebody who’s
completely socially crippled; they’re just solitary, detached: these are the
lighthouse keepers, the projectionists in the movie theaters. These are not
people who are thought-disordered to the point of being completely
nonfunctional; these are people who just believe in kinda strange stuff. They
are into their Star Trek conventions. They’re into their astrology, they’re into
their telepathy and their paranormal beliefs ...” (Robert Sapolsky [speech],
Freethought Today, 2003). [AC]
Outraged Letters. Ellen Datlow on the MLA’s belief (A236) that Jonathan
Lethem is “poaching” genre concepts in his current fiction: “Now THIS is
silly, considering Lethem was writing sf before he moved into mainstream.”
Well, yes.
• David K.M. Klaus sends a splendid movie-news headline reporting an
encounter somehow overlooked by historians: “Revived Ninja Turtles Defeat
Spartans At Thermopylae.”
Fanfundery. GUFF: the 2007 Europe-Australasia race was announced in
late March, with a 16 April voting deadline. Candidates are Johan
Anglemark, Steve Davies, Anna Davour, and Ang Rosin. £5/$A10 voting fee.
Ballots available on line or from 59 Shirley Rd, Croydon, CR0 7ES.
• JETS: final reminder that the voting deadline for this one-off race to Nippon
2007 is 13 April. More at www.astralpole.org.
• Get Harry: this one-off fund achieved its goal by taking Harry Bell to
Corflu 2007. Rob Jackson thanks all contributors and, for anyone interested,
has published accounts. The Bellissimo! showcase of Harry’s fanzine art
remains available – proceeds now go to other fan funds.
• TAFF: $1 goes to the fund for each sale of Strange Voyages, a 1200-page
CD-ROM collection of Mike Glicksohn’s fanzines Energumen and Xenium,
plus other writing, an interview, etc. $15 post free from Taral Wayne, 245
Dunn Ave, Apt 2111, Toronto, Ontario, M6K 1S6, Canada.
The Sick List. Merv Binns had a triple heart bypass operation on 8 March
and is reportedly doing well.
• Alexis Gilliland was diagnosed with prostate cancer: this was caught early
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and the outlook is good.
• Michael Scott Rohan, owing to “major nerve damage” caused by
sarcoidosis, acquired a pacemaker in March: “Apparently I can now look
forward to a career of activating shop theft alarms and airport security.”
C.o.A. Recombination – see events list. Cas & Paul Skelton, 122 Mile End
Lane, Stockport, Cheshire, SK2 6BY.
Thog’s Masterclass. Sound Effects Dept (Again). “The Archivist tugged a
handkerchief from her sleeve and blew her nose, noisily and at length. Moon
could hear the snot rattling through her system like an old boiler filled with
air.” (Jonathan Barnes, The Somnambulist, 2007) [NG]
• Dept of Wicked Winks and Unclad Fish. “Her breasts winked at him, and he
chastised himself as he felt a stir of arousal. [...] He was sixty centimeters
taller, but she wiggled like a lithe, naked eel until a final shrewd twist toppled
him from the bed.” (David Weber, Heirs of Empire, in Empire from the
Ashes, 1993) [GS]
• Far-Future Technological Prediction Dept (or, “As You Know, Bob”). “...
composing on the keyboard, where erasure did not mean throwing away a
piece of tangible paper that could fall into the wrong hands – and where he
had an automatic copy of his exact words.” (C.J. Cherryh, Deliverer, 2007)
[PDF]
• Eyeballs in the Sky Dept. “His eyes ran, literally, across the whole of the
upper portion of his face ...” (Richard Marsh, The Beetle, 1897) [BA]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 13 April: Brum Group, Britannia Hotel, New St, Birmingham. With Ken
MacLeod. 7.45pm. £3 members, £4 non-members. Contact 07845 897760 or
bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Forthcoming: 11 May, speaker TBA (Peter
Lavery had to cancel owing to pressure of work following illness.) 8 June:
Rob Holdstock, whose February appearance was spoilt by snow, ice and
gridlock – only 3 people could make it.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page. Note the new (2007)
shorter URL:
http://links.ansible.co.uk/
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That 2007 GUFF Race. The official information page and PDF ballot form
can be found here:
http://www.users.on.net/~juliettewoods/guff.html
http://www.users.on.net/~juliettewoods/MAGUFFIN_files/ballot.pdf
Jeff Vandermeer’s SFWA presidency platform proposed the unthinkable as
an April Fool jape: “I’d make it an automatic disqualification for any writer
to lobby their friends to vote for them in any category for the Nebula Awards.
In fact, I’d appoint a volunteer whose only job would be to ferret out voting
corruption. If that didn’t work, we’d take a good, hard, long look at scrapping
the Nebula Awards altogether or making it a purely juried award.” More
practicably: at each annual SFWA junket a “selected group of writers would
be bundled into a huge wicker representation of a nude Clark Ashton Smith.
This Wickersmith would then be doused in gasoline, set on fire, and, after an
appropriate delay, heaved over the edge of a very high cliff.” However, John
Scalzi’s campaign to become SFWA President – making this a rare contested
election! – is dead serious.
Neil Gaiman was not best pleased to find himself listed on the
Roscon/Eurocon (Moscow, 2008) website as a guest of honour. That was the
first he’d heard of it; and fellow-“guest” George R.R. Martin was equally
surprised. Neither of them will be going.
http://www.neilgaiman.com/journal/2007/03/apology-for-may-2008.html
Fantagraphics, the US comics publisher, is still being sued by a certain
“famous comics dilettante” and has launched an appeal for help with
escalating legal costs:
http://www.fantagraphics.com/support.html
Late Report. Another death that Ansible missed: Tom Hutchinson (?19302005), UK author and film critic who wrote Horror and Fantasy in the
Movies (1974), Horrors: A History of Horror Movies (1983 with Roy
Pickard), and many sf/fantasy book reviews in the Times and elsewhere, died
on 3 October 2005 aged 75. [DP]
Ansible 237 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2007. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Barbara Barrett, John Boston, Jean-Daniel Brèque, Avedon Carol, Paul Di
Filippo, Moshe Feder, Rose Fox, Nick Gevers, Steve Green, Chip Hitchcock,
Mark R. Kelly, Fred Lerner, Locus Online, Making Light, Todd Mason,
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Chris Moore, Pat Murphy, Michael G. Pfefferkorn, David Pringle, Andrew
Seaman, Gordon Smith, Trufen.net, and our Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton
(Brum Group), Janice Murray (N. America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Down
Under). 3 Apr 07.
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Clarke Award. Once again sf people gathered in the acoustic hell of the bar
at the Apollo Cinema, Lower Regent St, prior to the Clarke presentation on 2
May – opening event of the Sci-Fi London film festival. Spooning up our free
ice-cream in the auditorium, we learned that M. John Harrison had won the
fancy bookend and £2007 cheque for Nova Swing. Fred Clarke was present,
and his daughter Angie Edwards marvelled that she’d seen Paul Kincaid (still
basking in the warm glow of being an ex-ACCA administrator) smile. The
judges – one of whom said “Langford, you dog!” – and the current ACCA
organizers Paul Billinger and Tom Hunter didn’t look particularly harrowed.
General good cheer.
Contemplation. A sunny mood also prevailed at the 2007 Eastercon in
Chester. No one seemed bothered by the omission of compulsory set-pieces
like Cyberdrome or the Masquerade from this hastily-put-together
replacement convention; having lots of restaurants and touristy bits close at
hand also made a refreshing change from, well, Hinckley.
• BSFA Awards. Novel: Jon Courtenay Grimwood, End of the World Blues.
Short: Ian McDonald, “The Djinn’s Wife” (Asimov’s 6/06). Artwork:
Fangorn, Angelbot (cover of Time Pieces ed. Ian Whates).
• Eastercon 2009: the Bradford LXcon bid was unopposed. Exciting details
below!

The War in the Air
John Clute thought fast when returning from America the other day: “I
usually tote some books in my carry-on bag, and had planned to keep with
me a copy I’d just bought of Wilson TUCKER’s Time Bomb as back up
reading. But had a sudden teeny BigThink about the savants of Homeland
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Security at the security gate, and stashed this obvious Terrorist Manual in my
checked luggage. We all got here safely.” Phew!
Cormac McCarthy won the Pulitzer fiction prize for his post-apocalyptic
science fiction novel (though of course we mustn’t call it that) The Road;
additionally, Ray Bradbury received a special Pulitzer citation as “... an
unmatched author of science fiction and fantasy.”
Germaine Greer refutes John Lauritsen’s theory of Frankenstein – that a
great novel couldn’t possibly have been written by self-educated Mary
Shelley, so Percy Bysshe must be the real author – by ingeniously arguing
that it’s such a lousy book that Mary obviously did write it. (Guardian, 9
April) [MMW] Such are the intricacies of feminist litcrit.
Joyce Carol Oates makes the traditional discovery that sf is OK if only it’s
written by the right kind of people: “Long the province of genre
entertainments – science fiction, dystopian fantasy, post-apocalyptic movies
– the future has been boldly explored in recent years by such writers as P.D.
James (‘The Children of Men’), John Updike (‘Toward the End of Time’),
Margaret Atwood (‘The Handmaid’s Tale,’ ‘Oryx and Crake’), Doris Lessing
(‘Mara and Dann’), and Cormac McCarthy (‘The Road’). Now comes a grim
prophetic fable by the much admired British writer Jim Crace ...” (New
Yorker review, 30 April) [NH]
Philip Reeve was asked his reaction to the horror of Mortal Engines being
“put in the sci fi section. How do you feel about the label, do you think it’s a
derogatory term?” His reply: “Well, for a long time I avoided it, but I’ve
started to embrace it because I’m quite proud to be considered a sci fi author
as it’s so unfashionable. It’s strange that people worry about boys not
reading, even though the one genre that boys are likely to be interested in is
dismissed as garbage, often by the same people. I think it’s time to stand out
and be counted. I also think sci fi should be aware of its own absurdity.”
(Literary Review, April) [JoH]
Mitt Romney, currently seeking the US Republican presidential nomination,
caused much amusement in and out of sf circles by announcing that his
favourite novel is L. Ron Hubbard’s Battlefield Earth. (on Fox News, 29
April) Some deft spin-doctoring followed: “Romney spokesman Eric
Fehrnstrom said: ‘Battlefield Earth is pretty good science fiction. It’s about
Earth being ruled by an alien race, sort of the way the Democrats are running
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Congress.’” (Boston Herald, 2 May) Slate coverage included a subtly
apposite quote from BE itself: “What in the name of diseased crap are you
reading?” (John Dickerson, 2 May). [CH] Meanwhile, Mr Romney decided
he’d meant that BE was his favourite sf novel, and that his real favourite
fiction was Huckleberry Finn.
Bryan Talbot’s American tour for Alice in Sunderland had its moments:
“The signing at Jim Hanley’s Universe in New York was nearly cancelled – a
guy jumped from the 60th floor of the Empire State Building just a couple of
hours before. He hit a ledge but one of his legs made it to the sidewalk right
outside the store and the police closed off the street. Fortunately they’d
cleaned it up and the store reopened in time for the signing. We were shown
photos of the errant (and extremely grisly) leg by the store staff! It happened
on Friday 13th.”
Kurt Vonnegut’s obituaries included several “As Others See Us” moments.
The BBC noted that Player Piano, “led to the author being dismissed as a
science fiction writer.” Nevertheless he did what Wells, Huxley and Orwell
couldn’t: “Some critics said he had invented a new literary type, infusing the
science-fiction form with humor and moral relevance and elevating it to
serious literature.” (New York Times, 12 April) [CRM/NR] And James Rosen
of Fox News was not afraid to put the boot into a safely dead political foe:
“His life’s work, 14 novels, short stories, plays, essays, left wing screeds, and
random musings was much too quirky, too filled with scatological humor,
cosmic coincidences, and self admitted sci-fi mumbo jumbo for him to have
enjoyed stately induction into the great pantheon of American writers.” (16
April) [JaH]

Concordial
Until 6 May • Sci-Fi London Film Festival. Contact FestivalBiz, 2nd Floor,
145-157 St John St, London, EC1V 4PY. 020 7871 4555.
23 May • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Stephen Hunt.
3-5 Aug • Mecon 10, Queen’s Elms Village, Malone Rd, Belfast. GoH Iain
M. Banks. £18 reg, £20 at the door. Contact 115 Malone Rd, Belfast, BT9
6SP.
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10-12 Aug • Recombination/HarmUni III (Unicon 21/RPG/filk), New Hall,
Cambridge. Now £28 reg; under-18s half price. Contact: 1 Mays Way,
Cambridge, CB4 1UB.
15-22 Sep • Milford Writers’ Conference, Trigonos Centre, Snowdonia.
Published authors only. Contact Liz Williams, Homeway House, 40 Westhay
Rd, Meare, Glastonbury, Somerset, BA6 9TL.
13-14 Oct • Birmingham International Comics Show, Millennium Point,
Curzon St, Birmingham, B4 7XG. £10 reg; day £6 Sat, £5 Sun; child £6 or
£3/day. Contact: as above.
21-24 Mar 08 • Orbital (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow,
London. Now £55 reg; £20 supp or junior (12-17), £5 child (5-11), £1 infant.
Contact 8 Windmill Close, Epsom, Surrey, KT17 3AL. Credit card bookings:
www.orbital2008.org.
26-29 Jun 08 • ConRunner 2008 (conrunning), Britannia Hotel,
Wolverhampton. £25 reg to 30 Jun; £30 to 31 Dec; £35 to 31 Mar 08; £40 to
21 Jun; £50 at door. Day rate £25. Contact: 56 Jackmans Place, Letchworth
G.C., Herts, SG6 1RH.
22-25 Aug 08 • Discworld Convention 2008, Hilton Metropole, Birmingham
(NEC). £45 reg or £30 concessions until 1 June 2007 online
(www.dwcon.org) or 15 June by post. Online registration closes 1 August
2008 – or earlier if the membership limit is reached. Contact PO Box 4101,
Shepton Mallet, Somerset, BA4 5XD.
10-13 Apr 09 • LXcon (Eastercon), Cedar Court Hotel, Bradford. GoH Jon
Courtenay Grimwood, Tim Powers, Dirk Maggs. FGoH Mary & Bill Burns.
£35 reg, £25 concessions/ YA (18-25), £15 junior (13-17), £5 child (5-12),
infants free. Rates to rise “in the summer”. Contact 379 Myrtle Road,
Sheffield, S2 3HQ.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Christopher Hitchens knows our darkest secret: “The
great drawback of sci-fi is the dearth of sex from which it compels itself to
suffer (I realized when reading Leader’s book that this is why I have never
bothered with the genre) ...” (review of Zachary Leader’s The Life Of
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Kingsley Amis in The Atlantic Monthly, May 2007) [BNM]
More Awards. Philip K. Dick: Chris Moriarty, Spin Control.
• BAFTAs: Hogfather beat Doctor Who for Best Visual Effects.
• Edgars (mystery): Matthew Graham’s script for the first instalment of Life
on Mars won Best TV Episode Teleplay.
• Sidewise (alt-history) shortlist. Long form: Robert Conroy, 1862; Paul Park,
The Tourmaline; Charles Stross, The Family Trade, The Hidden Family, and
The Clan Corporate; Harry Turtledove, The Disunited States of America; Jo
Walton, Farthing. • Short form: Stephen Baxter, “The Pacific Mystery” (The
Mammoth Book of Extreme Science Fiction); Maya Kaathryn Bohnhoff, “O
Pioneer” (Paradox 9); Gardner Dozois, “Counterfactual” (F&SF 6/06); Chris
Floyd, “History Lesson” (Moscow Times 2/06); Martin Gidron, “Palestina”
(Interzone 6/06); Brian Stableford, “The Plurality of Worlds” (Asimov’s
8/06); Andrew Tisbert, “The Meteor of the War” (Paradox 9).
R.I.P. Massimo Belardinelli (1938-2007), Italian cartoonist who was in the
original 2000AD team (Ace Trucking, Dan Dare revival, Slaine), died in
March aged 68. [GW]
• Christopher “Jamie” Bishop (1971-2007), US academic who created digital
cover art for books by his father Michael Bishop, was killed in the 16 April
shootings at Virginia Tech (where he taught German classes). He was 35. All
sympathy to Mike & Jeri Bishop.
• Bob Clark (1941-2007), US director whose films included Children
Shouldn’t Play With Dead Things (1972), Dead of Night (1974) and Black
Christmas (1974), died in a car crash on 4 April; he was 65. [SG]
• Paul E. Erdman (1932-2007), Canadian writer whose bestselling thrillers
included near-future borderline sf like The Last Days of America (1981), died
on 23 April at age 74. [PDF]
• Johnny Hart (1931-2007), US cartoonist famed for BC and The Wizard of
ID, died on 7 April aged 75; the Wizard of ID co-creator Brant Parker (19202007) died on 15 April aged 86.
• Dave Martin (?1934-2007), co-author with Bob Baker of eight 1970s Dr
Who scripts – one introducing the dread K9 – died earlier this year; he was
72. [CM]
• Gerald Perkins (1944-2007), US author of sf and anthropomorphic (furry
fandom) stories, died on 30 March aged 62. [EV]
• Bobby “Boris” Pickett (1938-2007), US pop singer who imitated Boris
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Karloff for his solitary hit “Monster Mash”, died on 25 March aged 69. [GW]
• George Sewell (1924-2007), UK actor whose long career included roles in
UFO (1970-3) and Dr Who (1988), died on 1 April aged 82. [KF]
• Ralph A. Sperry (1944-2007), US sf author whose novel was Status
Quotient: The Carrier (1981), died on 6 April. [SFWA]
• Kurt Vonnegut (1922-2007), who should need no introduction, died on 11
April at age 84. Though often deceptively lightweight and laconic, his best sf
was hard to forget: Player Piano (1951), The Sirens of Titan (1959), Cat’s
Cradle (1963), Slaughterhouse-Five (1969) ... Somehow, despite verbally
distancing himself from “the file drawer labeled ‘Science Fiction’ [...] since
so many serious critics regularly mistake the drawer for a urinal”, Vonnegut
kept returning to the genre and his invented sf author Kilgore Trout, right up
to his final satirical novel Timequake (1997). Media obituary coverage has
been extensive.
• Dick Vosburgh (1929-2007), comedy writer and broadcaster who voiced
Captain Larry Dart in the Space Patrol puppet series (ABC/Rediffusion
1963-4; US Planet Patrol), died on 18 April; he was 77. [PD]
• Leslie Waller (1923-2007), US author who novelized Close Encounters of
the Third Kind and is said to have co-invented the graphic novel with Arnold
Drake in 1950, died on 29 March aged 83. [PDF]
As Others See Us II. From a list of droll words allegedly used in the book
trade: “‘Gatsby’ (n.) the twice-weekly enquiry about the possibility of a new
book by Anne McCaffrey / Raymond Feist / Robert Rankin from a sad
bastard.” (The Bookseller, 30 Mar) [JC]
• Interview with Geek Comedy Tour 3000, “a seven-member stand-up troupe
that works conventions dedicated to anime, sci-fi, video games, and other
nerdy avocations. [...] The troupe’s members cite a few downsides to working
conventions: overenthusiastic fans, bad homoerotic anime, and hygieneimpaired attendees. ‘That’s one of the hazards of doing geek comedy,’ says
member Jake Young. ‘A lot of B.O.’” (Josh Eiserike, Washington City Paper,
27 April) [MMW]
Magazine Scene. Two UK rivals to SFX have emerged: SciFiNow (Imagine
Publishing) launched in April, and Death Ray (Blackfish Publishing) follows
in May. The latter comes from Matt Bielby, who set up SFX for Future
Publishing; also involved is Guy Haley, an SFX editor before he left for a
stint at White Dwarf. Interesting times....
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• Bob Guccione Jr is reportedly negotiating with his father about acquiring
and relaunching Omni.
• The Hub, a UK mag which launched in December 2006 and produced two
printed issues, switched to free weekly on-line publication in April: “Despite
almost selling out each issue we still operated at a loss.” See www.hubmag.co.uk for details.
Random Fandom. ½r Cruttenden lost his whiskers at Eastercon: “We raised
£55 for the League of Fan Funds with the sponsored cheek-scalping.”
• Nathan Marcus Field was born to Alice and Dave Field on 23 April. [SG]
• Steve Jeffery, whose fanzine cartoon byline is “esjay”, wants it known that
he’s not the notorious “Essjay” who used fake academic credentials to bolster
his authority as a Wikipedia editor.
• Maureen Kincaid Speller survived the Great Folkestone Earthquake of 28
April: “Totally weird experience ... You haven’t lived until you’ve driven up
a street with bricks whistling past the window! My poor ward looks terrible.
73 uninhabitable houses at present. Place swarming with scaffolders.”
As Others See Us III. On the one hand, there are times when even the
respectable phrase isn’t right: “It feels almost too confining to place [Zoran]
Zivkovic’s work in the category of speculative fiction, but until our limited
language can generate a more befitting name for his genre, the classification
will have to do.” (Dave Itzkoff, NY Times, 15 April) [CP] On the other hand
... “Metamorphosis: sci-fi novella by Franz Kafka” (Radio Times listing for
BBC7 The Seventh Dimension, 15 April) [SJ/JS]
Small Press. Meisha Merlin Publishing (USA) closes down this month
owing to “major distribution problems”. The definitive “Virginia Edition” of
Heinlein will continue elsewhere; it is rumoured (via SFWA) that all other
book rights will be or have been reverted to authors.
Outraged Letters. Petrea Mitchell was reminded of David Drake’s response
to a nasty Charles Platt review by including, in various novels, “cameos by
idiotic, disgusting, or just plain dead characters named Platt. [...] I also just
read Variable Star, in which a C. Platt dies unmourned, and our hero has to
work out the best way to recycle him into the minimal ecosystem of the
starship. I have no idea if Spider Robinson has something personal against
Mr Platt too, or if he just wanted to join in the beating.”
• Richard Nash on the claimed non-sfness of a novel (see Stephen Baxter last
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issue): “Just FYI, Soft Skull (the original, North American publisher of Oh
Pure and Radiant Heart) would never do that, we proudly embrace SF. That
was effing Heinemann....”
Fanfundery. GUFF: Ang Rosin won the 2007 southbound race with a firstround majority, and will attend the Australian NatCon in June. 95 votes cast:
Johan Anglemark 15, Steve Davies 18, Anna Davour 10, Ang Rosin 49, no
pref 3.
• JETS: Chris O’Shea won an assisted passage to Nippon 2007, with 67 votes
at round 4 of the counting: others who made it that far were Jim de Liscard
(31) and Abi Brown (26).
• TAFF: there is an eastbound race to Orbital (Eastercon 2008). Candidates
should provide 5 nominations (3 NA, 2 Euro), a 100-word platform and $20
bond by 16 July. Send all this to the North American TAFF administrator:
Suzanne Tompkins, PO Box 25075, Seattle, WA 98165, USA.
As Others See Us IV. More downplaying of the icky sf elements in a certain
tv show, which in fact seems to be barely distinguishable from The West
Wing: “Battlestar Galactica. Less a science fiction series and more an
innovative political thriller enlivened by the occasional intrusion of armourplated war droids, Battlestar’s intoxicating mix of gritty realism, high-calibre
performances and intelligent scripting continues to impress.” (Scotland on
Sunday, 22 April) [HB]
C.o.A. Chuck Connor, 64 Chelwood Ave, Hatfield, Herts, AL10 0RE. Marlin
Frenzel, 654 E San Ysidro Blvd 331, San Ysidro, CA 92173, USA.
The Douglas Adams Memorial Debate was held on 3 May as part of the
Sci-Fi London film festival. To ensure a properly balanced debate of such
issues as “does sci fi skew our understanding of science?”, no detectable sf
author, critic or scholar was included in the panel.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Equine Anatomy. “Terrence knew he would
have to stop several times and pick out his mare’s hooves, but at least it
wouldn’t be the thick, forelock-deep goop that could suck the shoes off a
horse ...” (Raymond Feist, “The Riftwar” in Legends II, 2003) [LG]
• Neat Tricks Dept. “He kissed Bridget lightly on the cheek and there was an
awkward moment as he pulled back while she leaned forward to kiss the
other.” (John Darnton, The Darwin Conspiracy, 2005) [PB]
• Dept of Lingering Heat. “It was hotter than Hamish thought it could get
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anywhere beyond a volcanic caldera.” (Kurt R.A. Giambastini, Unraveling
Time, 2006) [PM]
• Massage Dept. “Elizabeth crossed her legs and stroked Ariel’s spine with a
frown.” (David Weber, Field of Dishonor, 1994) [AC]
• Dept of Chemical Arcana. “He wasn’t a chemist, but he had spent a couple
of years studying organic chemistry. Changing just one number or a couple of
letters, he knew, could mean two very different compounds.” (Ian Smith, The
Blackbird Papers, 2004) [PB]
• Fortuitous Furniture Dept. “He was sitting on a chair which happened to be
near him.” (John Brunner, The Shockwave Rider, 1975) [LH]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 11 May: Brum Group, Britannia Hotel, New St, Birmingham. With [late
insertion: announced 5 May] Ian Watson. 7.45pm. £3 members, £4 nonmembers. Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk.
Forthcoming: 8 June, Rob Holdstock.
• 7 June: Mass sf signing at Waterstones, Piccadilly, London. 5:30pm to 7pm,
with Steph Swainston, Steven Savile, Chris Dolley, Andrew Dennis, Eric
Brown, John Lambshead and David Devereux.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page. Note the new (2007)
shorter URL:
http://links.ansible.co.uk/
Apology. So many people reported Kurt Vonnegut’s death, and sent the same
obituary quotations, that giving credits all round just isn’t practicable. Thanks
to all! So it goes.
• Untold severals of readers also pointed out this Wired story, which actually
links to a Langford SFX column but doesn’t credit me for the quoted line or
the other information I supplied out of the goodness of my heart. So it goes ...
http://www.wired.com/culture/culturereviews/news/2007/04/scifighetto_0412
More Letters. Dave Clark: “American actor Tom Poston (1921-2007) has
died at 85 due to an undisclosed illness. I’m hoping that he might be
remembered for a little genre work that included Zotz! and the Henry
Kuttner-penned ‘Masquerade’ episode of the TV series Thriller.” • Jonathan
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Cowie reminds us that Concatenation was 20 years old at Easter, and adds
that one of the team (Tony Bailey) is swimming the English Channel for
charity this summer:
http://www.concatenation.org/news/news4~07.html#channel~swim
International Pixel-Stained Technopeasant Day was on 23 April ...
http://ansible.co.uk/misc/ipstw-day.html
Ansible 238 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2007. Thanks to Paul Barnett,
Hamish Bruce, Jonathan Cowie, ½r Cruttenden, Paul Di Filippo, Paul
Dormer, Keith Freeman, Lisa Goldstein, Steve Green, John Hall, Jake Haney,
Niall Harrison, Chris Henrich, Lyle Hopwood, Steve Jeffery, Barry N.
Malzberg, Petrea Mitchell, Catherine R. Moore, Chris Moore, Carol
Pinchefsky, Neil Rest, Jim Steel, Edd Vick, Gary Wilkinson, Martin Morse
Wooster, and our Hero Distributors: Rog Peyton (Brum Group), Janice
Murray (N. America), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Down Under). 4 May 07.
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The Whichness of the Why
Greg Bear and other sf authors – Arlan Andrews, Larry Niven, Jerry
Pournelle and Sage Walker – were asked to a US Homeland Security
conference to provide anti-terrorism advice as “deviant thinkers”. According
to Andrews, they “need people to think of crazy ideas.” (USA Today, May)
Once again sf proves eerily prophetic: wasn’t there just such an ego-boosting
think tank in the Niven/Pournelle Footfall?
Gregory Benford has an interesting mention in science historian James R.
Fleming’s report on the NASA climate control conference last November:
“Astronomer J. Roger Angel suggested placing a huge fleet of mirrors in
orbit to divert incoming solar radiation, at a cost of ‘only’ several trillion
dollars. Atmospheric scientist John Latham and engineer Stephen Salter
hawked their idea of making marine clouds thicker and more reflective by
whipping ocean water into a froth with giant pumps and eggbeaters. Most
frightening was the science-fiction writer and astrophysicist Gregory
Benford’s announcement that he wanted to ‘cut through red tape and
demonstrate what could be done’ by finding private sponsors for his plan to
inject diatomaceous earth – the chalk-like substance used in filtration systems
and cat-litter – into the Arctic stratosphere. He, like his fellow geoengineers,
was largely silent on the possible unintended consequences of his plan.”
(“The Climate Engineers” in The Wilson Quarterly, Spring 2007). [TW]
Ray Bradbury amazed us all by explaining that “Fahrenheit 451 is not ... a
story about government censorship.” (LA Weekly, 30 May)
John Clute confides that on 3 May, “I was assaulted by several kids as I tried
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(successfully) to prevent my bicycle being stolen. Nothing broken, but I was
kicked a bit in the side, and that kind of bruising surfaces slowly and takes a
long time to clear. Feel strangely perkier today, so maybe we’re past the
fluctuant time.” (27 May) A young man was charged with attempted theft and
assault; court case on 15 June.
Kenneth Eng, last seen sabotaging his own writing career with an execrated
race-hate article (see A237), has been jailed in New York – charged with
harassment and attempted assault on neighbours. [DC] As far as Ansible can
tell, he hasn’t recently visited Camden Town.
J.K. Rowling urges her fans not to buy spinoff books while waiting for Harry
Potter 7: “I want the readers who have, in many instances, grown up with
Harry, to embark on the last adventure with him without knowing where they
are going.” No names are named, but the Channel 4 News report (14 May)
cited the horrid example of Langford. I, conversely, am too nice to tell people
not to buy J.K. Rowling.

Convicinity
Until 16 Jun • Anne Sudworth exhibition, Square One Gallery, 592 Kings
Rd, London, SW6 2DX. Weekdays 10am-6pm. 020 7736 2073.
15-17 Jun • Fantastic Films Weekend, National Media Museum, Bradford,
BD1 1NQ. With Brian Aldiss (Saturday, £5 admission). £35 weekend pass,
£15 day, concessions. Box office 0870 7010200.
16 Jun - 30 Sep • Out of This World: The Art of Josh Kirby, Walker Art
Gallery, Liverpool. 10am-5pm daily. First retrospective exhibition of works
by this much loved artist. Contact 0151 478 4199.
16 Jun • PKD-Day (celebrating Philip K. Dick), Clifton Campus, Nottingham
Trent University. Admission free but by ticket only: contact John dot
Goodridge at ntu dot ac dot uk.
16 Jun • SF Foundation/BSFA Free Event (with both AGMs), The Old
Queens Head, 40 Pond Hill, Sheffield, S1 2BD. Programme 11am-4pm;
room booked to 11:15pm. Guests: Jon Courtenay Grimwood and Liz
Sourbut. Contact 103 Rustat Rd, Cambridge, CB1 QG.
27 Jun • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
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SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Brian Stableford.
5 Jul • Arthur Machen: Master of Holy Terrors, The Boardroom,
University of Wales, Caerleon, Newport, Gwent. From 6:30pm, with Lionel
Fanthorpe in the chair. £5 inc glass of wine. Linked to unveiling of local
Machen sculpture on 60th anniversary of his death.
7 Jul • British Fantasy Society “Awards Showcase”. Ye Olde Cock Tavern,
22 Fleet St, London, EC4. 6.30pm onwards. All welcome.
3-5 Aug • Discworld Jamboree, Wincanton, Somerset. GoH Terry Pratchett.
£40 reg; £30 students; under-15s free. Contact 41 High St, Wincanton, BA9
9JU. 01963 824686; fax 01963 824671.
21-23 Sep • FantasyCon, Britannia Hotel, Nottingham. £45 reg rising to £55
after 30 June; students/BFS members £40, then £45. Contact 3 Tamworth
Close, Lower Earley, Reading, Berks, RG6 4EQ.
29-30 Mar 08 • P-Con V, Central Hotel, Exchequer St, Dublin. GoH C.E.
Murphy; others TBA. €25 reg (to rise in October), €10 supporting. Contact
253 Sundrive Road, Crumlin, Dublin 12, Ireland.
6-10 Aug 08 • Denvention 3 (66th Worldcon), Denver, CO, USA. Now $175
reg, $40 supporting, $45 child; site selection voters $135 (supp/child free).
Contact PO Box 1349, Denver, CO 80201, USA.

Infinitely Improbable
SF Book Club Upheaval. Bertelsmann, the German media giant, is shedding
280 employees (about 15% of staff) at its Bookspan book club operation.
Although the US SF Book Club will continue, its chief editor Ellen Asher
took early retirement, ending a 34-year career that outdid John W.
Campbell’s previous record time in a single sf editorial position; senior
editors Andrew Wheeler and Jay Franco were reportedly laid off. [JS] Losing
one’s most experienced people does not bode well. Later: SFBC’s new chief
editor is Rome Quezada, formerly of Morrow.
As Others See Us. Ruth Franklin opens her review of Michael Chabon’s The
Yiddish Policeman’s Union: “Michael Chabon has spent considerable energy
trying to drag the decaying corpse of genre fiction out of the shallow grave
where writers of serious literature abandoned it.” (Slate, 8 May) [GS]
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• Charles McGrath calls Philip K. Dick “A Prince of Pulp, Legit at Last” and
adds a little whitewash: “... ‘The Man in the High Castle,’ his most sustained
and most assured attempt at mainstream respectability, and it’s barely a sci-fi
book at all but, rather, what we would now call a ‘counterfactual’ ...” (New
York Times, 6 May) [PB]
Nebula Awards. Odd fact: all these “2006” winners appeared in 2005.
Novel: Jack McDevitt, Seeker. Novella: James Patrick Kelly, Burn.
Novelette: Peter S. Beagle, “Two Hearts” (F&SF 10/05). Short: Elizabeth
Hand, “Echo” (F&SF 10/05). Script: Howl’s Moving Castle. Andre Norton
(young adult sf/fantasy): Justine Larbalestier, Magic or Madness.
Star Wars Trivia Masterclass. On the 30th anniversary SW celebration in
LA: “Those in touch with their dark sides rushed exhibits of tortured druids
on a rack, Luke Skywalker’s severed head and the Princess Leia slave
costume ...” (Rebecca Winter Keegan, Time, 25 May) [A] Gary Farber
explains: “These are not the druids you’re looking for.”
R.I.P. Lloyd Alexander (1924-2007), US author best known for his 1964-68
Prydain sequence of YA Celtic fantasies, died on 17 May; he was 83. His
first book appeared in 1955 and his last is scheduled for August 2007. The
central Prydain novels are The Book of Three, The Black Cauldron (title of
Disney’s animated film of the first two), The Castle of Llyr, Taran Wanderer
and The High King.
• Clifton Amsbury, old-time US fan who was a founder member of the
Science Correspondence Club (often cited as the first sf fan club) circa 1928,
died on 28 May.
• Frank Gasperik, US fan/filker featured in the Niven/Pournelle Lucifer’s
Hammer (as Mark Czescu) and Footfall (as Harry Reddington) died on 3
May. [AL]
• Bernard Gordon (1918-2007), US screenwriter who scripted the 1962 The
Day of the Triffids (and also, as Raymond T. Marcus, Zombies of Mora Tau
and Earth vs. the Flying Saucers), died on 11 May aged 88. [CH]
• Dabbs Greer (1917-2007), US character actor whose films included House
of Wax (1953), It! The Terror from Beyond Space (1958), The Green Mile
(1999), died on 28 April aged 90. [MJS]
• Curtis Harrington (1926-2007), US film-maker who directed horror movies
from Night Tide (1961) to the Poe-based Usher (2002), plus various sf tv
series episodes, died on 6 May aged 80. [PDF]
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• Charles Nelson Reilly (1931-2007), US character actor featured in The
Ghost and Mrs Muir and several other genre tv series, died on 27 May aged
76. [CH]
• Gordon Scott (1927-2007), US bodybuilder turned actor who starred in six
Tarzan films from 1955 to 1960, and then played Hercules, Goliath, etc in
Italian fantasy films, died on 30 April. [MJS]
As Others See Us II. Why the artwork of Antony “Angel of the North”
Gormley isn’t to be taken seriously: “Well, look at the words I’ve been using,
Vaporise, star-burst, humanoid, space station, beaming down. And look at
those figures waiting on rooftops – it’s like an opening shot from Doctor
Who. What is the language this sculpture speaks? Isn’t it obvious? Sci-fi. [...]
Serious artists need not feel threatened by it, any more than serious filmmakers need feel threatened by an android blockbuster.” (Tom Lubbock,
Independent, 15 May)
Publishers and Sinners. Jim Minz, late of Del Rey (see A237), joined Baen
Books as a senior editor in May.
Thog’s Futurology Masterclass. Mountain-to-Mohammed Dept: “And when
you drive your car into Heathrow to one of the parking lots, you will get your
own personal vehicle and program it to go to your terminal, or vice versa.”
(Sir Peter Hall, Cities21 website) [KM]
More Awards. BAFTA TV: Life on Mars won the Audience award, the only
category voted by the public; Hogfather won the Interactivity award for work
“extended and enriched by the interactivity offered by new media”.
• Compton Crook/Stephen Tall for best first sf/fantasy novel: Naomi Novik,
His Majesty’s Dragon.
• Pilgrim for sf criticism: Algis Budrys.
• Tähtivaeltaja for best sf in Finland, 2006: Stepan Chapman, Troikka (The
Troika, 1997, translated by Hannu Blommila).
Fanfundery. Yvonne Rousseau reports on Ang Rosin’s triumphal GUFF
progress: “Intrepid viewing of Australian wildlife took place yesterday, with
Ang holding Koala Molly for the traditional GUFF photograph opportunity.
She did this at the Gorge Wildlife Park in the township of Cudlee Creek –
where we also observed quokkas, wombats, penguins, non-Welsh sheep, a
mysterious bird that runs about shouting ‘Woof woof’, a dodo-like giant
petrel, and a deer which chomped the (green) koalas off my map of the park.
839

Meanwhile, Mark Plummer was extremely popular with all wallabies.” (31
May)
Magazine Scene. Thrilling Wonder Stories, which closed down in 1955, is to
be relaunched in July under a new editor/publisher, Winston Engle: “It’s not
a pastiche or nostalgia exercise as much as modern SF with the
entertainment, inspirational value, and excitement of the golden age.” [JJ]
Contents include old sf reprints but also new articles and new fiction (25,000
words max). Payment up to 10¢/word.
• Nature: the “Futures” series of short-short hard(ish) sf stories, currently
running in Nature Physics, also returns to Nature in September. Submissions
for both can be sent to Futures at Nature dot com: 850-950w Word
attachment, with 30-word bio and contact details. [HG]
Random Fandom. Tony Alleyne, the Star Trek fan who converted his
Hinckley studio flat into a replica of the Voyager flight deck, sold it on eBay
for £425,000 – about five times the assessed value. [DKMK]
• Mike Cobley and Maureen Kincaid Speller, fandom’s Lib Dem candidates
for Govan (Glasgow) and Folkestone in the UK local elections, were both
proudly not elected.
• Amanda Kear: “A new BBC4/OU series, Fossil Detectives, due to transmit
in 2008, is in search of authors who collect fossils as a hobby or have a strong
interest in palaeontology, and who wouldn’t mind being on camera to say
so.” UK/Irish residents only. Contact Amanda dot Kear dot 01 at bbc co uk;
0117 9732211.
• Dave Wood wants all his fan friends to know: “I have just spent the last 18
days in hospital intensive care. Thursday was awful when the Consultant
came to tell me they could do no more for me. I took the bull between the
horns and asked, well how long. Believe it or not he broke down in tears and
said I wouldn’t see Christmas.” (19 May) Huge sympathy, Dave – and I very
much hope that diagnosis is wrong.
As Others See Us III. Josh Lacey on Un Lun Dun: “When I’ve mentioned
China Miéville to people over the past week or two, I’ve been surprised how
few have heard of him. That’s because he’s a science-fiction writer, I
suppose, and his readers keep themselves to themselves. [... skip to end ...] A
common complaint about science-fiction writers is that they prefer ideas to
people, and that’s certainly a noticeable problem with this book. Although the
narrative is witty, energetic and fast-paced, I couldn’t bring myself to care
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about a story that isn’t populated by any believable characters. However, for
science-fiction fans who don’t mind the lack of characterisation, Un Lun Dun
should provide lots of fun.” (The Guardian, 5 May) [AH]
Outraged Letters. Richard E Geis: “My only claim to fame in re Vonnegut
is that he once, in a phone call, called me a cocksucker, because of something
I had published in SF Review. Details lost in corroded memory. I got the
impression he called a lot of people cocksuckers. The word rolled off his
tongue so easily.”
• Paul Voermans brags about literary enlightenment Down Under:
“Overland, Australia’s mag of slightly Lefty literature/culture (over fifty
years old – the zine not the lit) will be publishing a special skiffy edition later
in the year. This is not their first, I think. There’ll be interviews with Kim
Stanley Robinson, China Miéville and Justine Larbalestier, with fiction by
Aussie sf writers. Lucy Sussex writes regularly for Overland and new talent
Rjurik Davidson is the reviews editor. This seems to me to be a happy combo
of comfort with sf from a younger generation at home with the idea of sf as
Literature. Has there been a Granta skiffy edition? Oops, it’s verboten in the
submission guidelines.”
• Martin Morse Wooster was deeply thrilled by junk mail from “a company
called Hawthorne Village, which has the Official Lord of the Rings Express
Diesel Locomotive. This heirloom quality train – richly adorned with scenes
and characters from the movie trilogy including Elven text and a working
headlight on the diesel locomotive – will have you reliving this epic saga
every time the train journeys around the tracks. You know, when I mentally
visit the rugged, primeval landscape of Middle Earth, I think to myself, ‘You
know, these trees and rocks are OK. But WHERE are the toy trains?’”
As Others See Us IV. A journalist warns that silly people who actually think
about the future must be kept away from the steering wheel, leaving it in the
hands of (surprise!) journalists: “And with the world getting ever hotter and
running out of oil, it shouldn’t be left to the sci-fi nuts to guide us there [the
future]: it should be The Week’s responsibility.” (Jeremy O’Grady, editorial,
The Week news digest, May) [FC]
R.I.P. Addenda. Michael Bishop writes: “This regards the murder of our son
Jamie, along with 31 other students or instructors, on the Virginia Tech
campus on April 16: Jamie’s mother and I would like to thank the hundreds
of you who have sent cards, letters, or condoling e-mails. Virtually all of you
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note that it’s next to impossible to express your heartbreak in words
(although some come eloquently close) and that mere words are not likely to
assuage our pain. However, we would like those who have written, or
telephoned, to know that your grieving with us and for us does in fact offer
some comfort. We will never fully escape the ache that we now feel, but if
we did, we would no longer qualify as fully human. Meanwhile, it’s
impossible, at least for now, to reply to every welcome expression of
sympathy because of their sheer overwhelming number and a myriad
pressing practical concerns.
• Right now we’re also hurting for our daughter Stephanie Loftin and her
husband Bridger and their two children, Annabel and Joel, and of course for
our daughter-in-law, Jamie’s widow, Stefanie Hofer, whom Jamie loved with
all his heart.
• Jamie did digital covers for four of my books, not merely a story collection
from Golden Gryphon and an essay collection for PS Publishing. The others
were for my poetry volume from Steve Pasechnik’s Edgewood Press, Time
Pieces, and a forthcoming anthology of sf stories for PS Publishing coedited
with Steven Utley, Passing for Human. Further, he spoke German like a
native, understood computers inside out, played drums in a basement band,
bicycled and hiked, followed the fortunes of the Atlanta Braves as
obsessively as his mother, grandmothers, and I did, and made friends
everywhere. He was a people lover from the get-go, and his energy levels put
mine to shame.
• I will miss going into Jamie and Steffi’s home in Blacksburg and seeing
new pieces of his art on their walls and also the ingenious pieces of furniture,
unlike anyone else’s, that he periodically created. Nor will I ever forget him
running shirtless, swift and elusive, on the toli (Indian stick ball) field at the
University of Georgia and elsewhere, so replete with life that he seemed to all
who met him forever immune to personal extinction. In our minds, hearts,
and imaginations, indeed, he tenaciously persists.
• Abschied, mein Sohn. And Godspeed.”
Group Gropes. Beer & Blake’s 7, 9 June at The Canal House, 48-52 Canal
Street, Nottingham, NG1 7EH. 12.30/1pm onwards.
Thog’s Masterclass. The Nose of Heisenberg Dept. “Big boogers of
uncertainty were beginning to form.” (Vernor Vinge, Rainbows End, 2006)
[MM]
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• Dept of Astronomical Revelation. “Planets have axes, stars don’t.”
(Jonathan Kellerman, Gone, 2006) [PB]
• Whack-a-Simile Dept. “Pieces of a jigsaw puzzle began to pop into place
like rabbits into holes at the sound of dog.” (Peter Hawkins, “The Edge of
Oblivion,” New Worlds #102, Jan 1961) [JB]
• Dept of Possibly Unfair Advantage. “Claudie Andre-Deshays ... had beaten
hundreds of men to become her country’s first spacewoman.” (Brian Harvey,
Russia in Space: The Failed Frontier?, 2001) [CM]
• The Beast With One Back Dept. “Then M’leng’s gentle arms went around
him, and he was pulled to M’leng’s lightly bandaged back and comforted
with many caresses and kisses.” (Anne McCaffrey, Red Star Rising, 1996)
[AK]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 7 June: Mass signing at Waterstones, Piccadilly, London. 5:30pm to 7pm,
with Jon Courtenay Grimwood, Steph Swainston, Robert Holdstock, Chris
Dolley, Steven Savile, Eric Brown, John Lambshead, Andrew Dennis, David
Devereux and David Langford.
• 8 June: Mass signing at Waterstones, High St, Birmingham. 5-6pm, with
Robert Holdstock, Juliet McKenna, Chris Dolley, Mark Chadbourn, Ian
McLeod, Eric Brown, Steve Savile, David Devereux and Graham McNeill.
• 8 June: Brum Group, Britannia Hotel, New St, Birmingham. With Robert
Holdstock. 7.45pm. £3 members, £4 non-members. Contact 07845 897760 or
bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk.
• 9 July: Jasper Fforde signing, Forbidden Planet, 179 Shaftesbury Ave,
London, WC2H 8JR. 1-2pm.
• 2 August: Peter F. Hamilton signing, Forbidden Planet, 179 Shaftesbury
Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 6-7pm.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page. Note the new (2007)
shorter URL:
http://links.ansible.co.uk/
More Mail. Steve Green: “SFX has kindly given Novacon a classified ad in
its latest issue, where it’s referred to as ‘Britain’s longest science fiction
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convention’. Before anyone comments, the original text read ‘Britain’s
longest regional science fiction convention’. Ho hum.” All together now: it
only seems the longest.... • Taras Wolansky reproves me for the A238 notes
on Kurt Vonnegut’s obituary coverage: “Avoid commenting on American
politics, as what you get over there is the cartoon version only. The sneering
comment about James Rosen of Fox News was unattractive. If he had wanted
to ‘get’ Vonnegut, he would have talked about his relationship with Nazi
apologist David Irving. As a general rule, Fox News is less biased than the
other nets, just in the other direction.” To use the same vocabulary: my own
foolishly cartoon-like impression was that sneering about the author’s “sci-fi
mumbo jumbo” in an obituary notice was, well, unattractive. The above view
of Fox News is a sufficiently novel concept that I now need to lie down for a
bit.
Editorial. Unexpected news for me: The End of Harry Potter? is on the
longlist of works recommended for the British Fantasy Awards in their newly
added nonfiction category. Competition is very fierce, mind you: see the full
list under News on the British Fantasy Society’s new website ...
http://www.britishfantasysociety.org/
(Not to be confused with the former .org.uk site.) Direct link to the award
recommendations:
http://www.britishfantasysociety.org/news/?p=111#more-111
Ansible 239 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2007. Thanks to Amygdala, Paul
Barnett, John Boston, Dave Clark, Fi Craig, Paul Di Filippo, Henry Gee,
Andy Hedgecock, Chip Hitchcock, John Jarrold, Amanda Kear, David K.M.
Klaus, Andy Love, Kyle McAbee, Monica McAbee, Chris Moore, M.J.
Simpson, Graham Sleight, Jonathan Strahan, Taras Wolansky, and our Hero
Distributors: Rog Peyton (BGNews), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan
Stewart (Aus). 5 Jun 07.
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The Welsh Holly Data
Ramsey Campbell was named by the International Horror Guild as this
years’s Living Legend – the IHG life achievement award.
Ellen Datlow’s Hugo-winning Sci Fiction, which was reduced to a static
archive at Scifi.com in late 2005, vanished altogether on 15 June. Craig
Engler of Scifi.com says that Sci Fiction attracted few visitors and that
keeping track of the rights to its stories was too much trouble. Thank
goodness for the Wayback Machine....
Jonathan Lethem was asked whether he could “take” Martin Amis: “Do I
get to choose weapons? Because we could go at it at snooker, and I would
probably get my ass kicked. But if I got to pick, I would go with schoolyard
basketball, one-on-one, in which case I could kick Martin Amis’s ass up and
down the block.” (Nicholas Clee, Times, 28 April) [TW]
Robert Rankin announced his and Rachel’s wedding (invitation only) on 28
July in the Brentford area: “The dress code is strictly Victorian, but this
includes Victorian/gothic/fetish/fantasy. And I am assured that there will be
at least one Jack the Ripper and the Elephant Man, so GO OVER THE TOP. Think
about the group photos. Look fabulous!”
J.K. Rowling mania continues, and has even infected virus writers. The
“Hairy-A” worm spreads via tainted USB memory drives which tempt the
unwary with a file called HarryPotter-TheDeathlyHallows.doc – a Word
document containing only the phrase “Harry Potter is dead”. [R]
Salman Rushdie was knighted in the Queen’s Birthday honours. Some easily
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outraged pundits made noises of outrage: what a surprise.

Concours
5 Jul • Arthur Machen: Master of Holy Terrors, The Boardroom,
University of Wales, Caerleon, Newport, Gwent. From 6:30pm, with Lionel
Fanthorpe in the chair. £5 inc glass of wine. Linked to unveiling of local
Machen sculpture on the 60th anniversary of his death.
7 Jul • British Fantasy Society “Awards Showcase”. Ye Olde Cock Tavern,
22 Fleet St, London, EC4. 6.30pm onwards. All welcome.
19-22 Jul • Sectus 2007 (Harry Potter), U of Westminster, Cavendish
Campus, 115 New Cavendish St, London; but Thursday evening at Camden
Centre, Judd St, from 5pm. Advance booking now closed. Day: £20 Thur or
Fri, £25 Sat (10pm Fri to 5pm Sat), £15 Sun. Contact 251 Reddicap Heath
Rd, Sutton Coldfield, W Midlands, B75 7ES. Your editor’s “Hogwarts
Proctology Class” is scheduled for 3pm on Friday.
20-22 Jul • Year of the Teledu, Stage Hotel, Leicester. £35 reg. Contact 14
Endsleigh Gdns, Beeston, Nottingham, NG9 2HJ.
25 Jul • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Anne Sudworth.
27 Jul • Robert Rankin exhibition opening and book launch on his birthday:
The Museum, Gunnersbury Park, Popes Lane, Ealing, London W5. 6pm for
7pm, continuing 9pm-midnight at the Princess Royal Pub next to Brentford
Football Ground.
3-5 Aug • Discworld Jamboree, Wincanton, Somerset. GoH Terry Pratchett.
£40 reg; £30 students; under-15s free. Contact 41 High St, Wincanton, BA9
9JU. 01963 824686; fax 01963 824671.
3-5 Aug • MeCon 10, Queen’s Elms Centre, 78 Malone Rd, Belfast. GoH
Iain M. Banks. £18/€27 reg; student £14/€21. Payments to QUB SF &
Fantasy Society. Contact 115 Malone Road, Belfast, BT9 6SP.
10-12 Aug • Recombination/HarmUni III (Unicon 21/RPG/filk), New Hall,
Cambridge. £28 reg; under-18s half price. Contact: 1 Mays Way, Cambridge,
CB4 1UB.
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31 Aug - 2 Sep • Wadfest (Discworld), Trentfield Farm Camp Site, Church
Laneham, Retford, Notts, DN22 0NJ. Campers £15 (2 nights), visitors £5.
Online booking only? See www.wadfest.co.uk.
21-23 Sep • FantasyCon, Britannia Hotel, Nottingham. Now £55 reg;
students and British Fantasy Society members £45; day £25. Contact 3
Tamworth Close, Lower Earley, Reading, Berks, RG6 4EQ.
19-22 October • Cult TV 2007, Heythrop Park Hotel, Chipping Norton,
Oxon. £89 reg, £44 child 10-15, under-10s free. Contact PO Box 1701,
Wolverhampton, WV4 4WT.
23-27 Oct • Black Maria “ballet+film+electronic music” by Green Box
Productions at the Lilian-Baylis Theatre, Sadler’s Wells, Islington, London
EC1R. Based on the novel by Diana Wynne Jones, who is “supposed to be
there after the matinee on the 24th to answer questions, argue with the
composer and sign books, and again in the evening. (I think it is all going
swimmingly. That is to say, my agent and the Rod Hall Agency are currently
in acerbic argument with Green Box about rights. Also the company claim
that the book is out of print and HarperCollins say it isn’t. And the
choreographer wants me to obtain 20 copies for the cast whether the book
exists or not. As I say, all go).”

Infinitely Improbable
Squidnight’s Children. Margaret Atwood’s favourite sf theme returns once
again in Umbrella Academy, a comic scripted by rock singer Gerard Way:
“Basically, it starts off with a wrestler. And the wrestler, he knocks out this
space squid. And when he does that – and it’s completely a matter of
coincidence – extraordinary children are born, on Earth, instantly.”
(Entertainment Weekly interview, 20 June) [TMcD]
Award Shortlists. Mythopoeic (fiction only): ADULT Peter S. Beagle, The
Line Between; Susanna Clarke, The Ladies of Grace Adieu; Keith Donohue,
The Stolen Child; Patricia A. McKillip, Solstice Wood; Susan Palwick, The
Necessary Beggar; Tim Powers, Three Days to Never. CHILDREN Catherine
Fisher, Corbenic; Nina Kiriki Hoffman, Spirits That Walk in Shadow; Diana
Wynne Jones, The Pinhoe Egg; Martine Leavitt, Keturah and Lord Death;
Terry Pratchett, Wintersmith.
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• International Horror Guild (novel only): Keith Donohue, The Stolen Child;
Will Elliott. The Pilo Family Circus; Brian Evenson, The Open Curtain;
Stephen King, Lisey’s Story; Conrad Williams, The Unblemished.
Skiffy Science Masterclass. “As Breeders Test DNA, Dogs Become Guinea
Pigs.” (New York Times headline, 12 June) [ML]
R.I.P. Walter J. Daugherty (1916-2007), US member of First Fandom who
chaired the 1946 Worldcon and was Fan GoH at the 1968 one, died on 14
June; he was 90. [AIP] His phonograph recording of Denvention (Worldcon
1941) was a fannish first.
• Roger P. Elwood (1943-2007), editor or co-editor of nearly 70 sf
anthologies from 1964 to 1978, died on 2 February; he was 64. He was sf
editor for Laser Books and other publishers, and wrote several religious
fantasy novels 1988-1994. [RS]
• Reginald Hugh Hickling (1920-2007), lawyer and academic who wrote the
future dystopia The Furious Evangelist (1950), died on 11 February aged 86.
[JE]
• Douglas Hill (1935-2007), Canadian-born sf author, reviewer and editor
long resident in the UK, died on 21 June after being run over by a bus in
Palmers Green, London; he was 72. [MJE] Most of his sf novels were for
children (he had just completed a new trilogy); anthologies included Window
on the Future (1966), The Devil His Due (1967), and The Shape of Sex to
Come (1978). Chris Priest writes: “One of the few people of whom you could
say, unequivocally, he was a nice man.”
• Sterling E. Lanier (1928-2007), US author best known for Hiero’s Journey
(1974) and the stories collected in The Peculiar Exploits of Brigadier
Ffellowes (1972) and its sequel, died on 28 June; he was 79. While editor at
Chilton Books in the 1960s, Lanier successfully urged the publication of
Frank Herbert’s Dune. [SFWA]
• Pat O’Shea (1931-2007, born Pat Shiels), author of The Hounds of the
Mórrígan (1985) – a fine, funny children’s fantasy saturated with Irish myth
– and a few lesser works, died on 3 May. She was 76.
• Fred Saberhagen (1930-2007), US author and editor famed for his
“Berserker” killer-machine sequence, died on 29 June aged 77. His first story
appeared in Galaxy in 1961; also of note are his “Empire of the East”
(science fantasy) and “Swords” (fantasy) series. As an Encyclopedia
Britannica editor (1967-73), he wrote the original EB sf entry. [JS]
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• Steve Swires (1951-2006), US media journalist specializing in sf and
fantasy movies, died last October in New York, at age 55. He wrote for such
magazines as Starlog and Fangoria; also British publications. [JB]
• Dave Wood (1936-2007), popular UK fan who last issue reported a doctor’s
warning that he “wouldn’t see Christmas,” died suddenly on 5 June; he was
70. All sympathy to his wife Brenda. He will be much missed. Dave was an
active fan in the 1950s and early 60s, when he co-edited Brenschluss; he
returned to fanzines in 1983 with Xyster, which won a 1984 Nova Award and
continued into this century.
As Others See Us. From another ostensibly droll “Brax’s Dictionary” feature
in The Bookseller: “Seth (n). The Sith are evil, dark, Jedi lords intent on
overthrowing the democratic order and imposing their black arts and tyranny
onto the galaxy. The Seth, on the other hand, are an equally unwelcome
social sub-group who live solely to read sci-fi spin-off novelizations. They’re
more than happy to sit in your shop and read a book from cover to cover, but
curiously less willing to pay for the books they have rendered unsellable once
they’ve broken the spine and got finger-grease all over them.” (The
Bookseller, 18 May) [JC]
Outraged Letters. Gregory Benford on James Fleming, as quoted in A239:
“The Wilson Quarterly piece was yellow dog journalism at its finest.” From
his letter to TWQ: “James Fleming’s fantasy about the NASA workshop we
both attended is rife with errors. He also violates his pledge to not quote
participants without their permission. When Fleming says of me, ‘He, like his
fellow geoengineers, was largely silent on the possible unintended
consequences of his plan.’ I simply point to the Workshop Final Report,
which documents much thought on just this. [...] Fleming routinely conflates
early rainmaking and meteorology with trying to offset global warming by
reflecting sunlight. His talk at the workshop similarly erred, and he was much
criticized for this. [...] I found Fleming’s irresponsible reporting deplorable.”
• Arthur D. Hlavaty knows why Kurt Vonnegut called that nice Mr Geis a
cocksucker (see A239): “My memory is less corroded than Dick Geis’s. In
1974, when Philip José Farmer’s Venus on the Half-Shell was published, as
by ‘Kilgore Trout,’ Dick reviewed it on the assumption that it had been
written by Vonnegut as a cruel mockery of sf. Having made inaccurate
assumptions about Dick Geis’s sexual habits, Vonnegut went on to deny
Farmer permission to write any more Kilgore Trout books.”
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• Sam J. Lundwall brags: “Just got your incredible intelligent & handsome
rag, and must immediately and gleefully inform you that if John W.
Campbell got an editorial record with 34 years in the saddle, I have recently
broken it, for I became editor of Jules Verne-Magasinet in January 1972, and
I am still at it. So, there!”
Thog’s Harry Potter Masterclass. In the month of that seventh book, Thog
respectfully presents the Dept of Many-Armed Slytherins: “There was a
commotion outside and several large Slytherins entered, each gripping Ron,
Ginny, Luna and – to Harry’s bewilderment – Neville ...” (J.K. Rowling,
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, 2003) [GS]
C.o.A. Chris Nelson, 63 Ligertwood St, Evatt, ACT 2617, Australia. Ulrika
O’Brien, 418 Hazel Ave N, Kent, WA 98030, USA.
Locus Awards. SF novel: Vernor Vinge, Rainbows End. Fantasy: Ellen
Kushner, The Privilege of the Sword. First: Naomi Novik, Temeraire trilogy.
YA: Terry Pratchett, Wintersmith. Novella: Charles Stross, “Missile Gap”
(One Million A.D.). Novelette: Cory Doctorow, “When Sysadmins Ruled the
Earth” (Baen’s Universe 8/06). Short: Neil Gaiman, “How to Talk to Girls at
Parties” (Fragile Things). Magazine: F&SF. Publisher: Tor. Anthology:
Gardner Dozois, ed, The Year’s Best SF 23. Collection: Neil Gaiman, Fragile
Things. Editor: Ellen Datlow. Artist: John Picacio. Non-Fiction: Julie
Phillips, James Tiptree, Jr.: The Double Life of Alice B. Sheldon. Art book:
Cathy & Arnie Fenner, eds, Spectrum 13.
Random Fandom. Jonathan Cowie reports: “DreamHost (the US web space
provider) had a security breach of passwords. This resulted in our
www.concatenation.org Science Fact & Fiction Concatenation site being
hacked so that those hitting our main page and its indexes were re-directed to
a Russian site which then attempted to download spy viruses ...” Happily, this
was quickly fixed and lost pages were restored within a few days.
• Richard E. Geis writes: “Mobility update: I’m now in a wheelchair all day
when not in bed as my spine continues to crumble. Wheelchair life is
frustrating due to having to depend on others to keep the house clean and get
the mail from the P.O. Box.... More updates will follow as events
deteriorate.”
• Bruce Gillespie received the A. Bertram Chandler Award for life
achievement, described by him as “the ultimate honour that can be received
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in the Australian science fiction community. [...] It’s been a long journey,
originally inspired by four great Chandler Award winners – John Bangsund,
John Foyster, Lee Harding and George Turner – constantly threatened by
rising postal charges and periods of unemployment, but constantly inspired
by well wishers and contributors. Next goal up ahead – the 40th anniversary
issue of SF Commentary in 2009.”
• Brian Stableford makes room, makes room: “I’m trying to clear some space
in the garage in order to displace more books from the house. At the BSFA
meeting last night [27 June] I offered 40 years’ worth of randomlyaccumulated fanzines free to anyone who cared to collect them, but there
wasn’t a flicker of interest. If you know of anyone who might want to save
them from the recycling bin, tell them to get in touch.” Contact via Ansible.
Fanfundery. TAFF reminder: nominations for the eastbound race from
North America to Orbital (Eastercon 2008) close on 16 July. See A238 for
further details. One firm candidate so far: Chris Garcia.
Group Gropes. Beer & Blake’s 7: 21 July at The Knight’s Templar, Unit 1
Temple Sq, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6DG. From 12.30/1pm.
Thog’s Masterclass. “The Shadow Nose” Dept. “My father could give me
over to the comparative wholesomeness of American life, leaving himself
free to sit in his darkened bedroom and drink whisky until his long sensitive
nose floated hazily in front of his face ...” (Poppy Z. Brite, “Calcutta, Lord of
Nerves”, 1992) [BA]
• Dept of Sentient Cabbage. “She walked on to the grocery store to see if
there were any vegetables left from the day’s farmer’s market thinking
furiously.” (Kim Stanley Robinson, Sixty Days and Counting, 2007) [BT]
• Freak Accident Dept. “Ten minutes later he was in a cab heading through
the deserted streets for the Savoy. The cab was driving past Paddington
Station when it hit him.” (Clive Cussler & Craig Dirko, Sacred Stone, 2004)
[WS]

On Serious Literature
Ursula Le Guin sends a cry from the heart:
“Michael Chabon has spent considerable energy trying to drag the
decaying corpse of genre fiction out of the shallow grave where
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writers of serious literature abandoned it.” Ruth Franklin (Slate, 8
May 2007)
Something woke her in the night. Was it steps she heard, coming up the stairs
– somebody in wet training shoes, climbing the stairs very slowly ... but who?
And why wet shoes? It hadn’t rained. There, again, the heavy, soggy sound.
But it hadn’t rained for weeks, it was only sultry, the air close, with a cloying
hint of mildew or rot, sweet rot, like very old finiocchiona, or perhaps
liverwurst gone green. There, again – the slow, squelching, sucking steps,
and the foul smell was stronger. Something was climbing her stairs, coming
closer to her door. As she heard the click of heel bones that had broken
through rotting flesh, she knew what it was. But it was dead, dead! God damn
that Chabon, dragging it out of the grave where she and the other serious
writers had buried it to save serious literature from its polluting touch, the
horror of its blank, pustular face, the lifeless, meaningless glare of its
decaying eyes! What did the fool think he was doing? Had he paid no
attention at all to the endless rituals of the serious writers and their serious
critics – the formal expulsion ceremonies, the repeated anathemata, the stakes
driven over and over through the heart, the vitriolic sneers, the endless,
solemn dances on the grave? Did he not want to preserve the virginity of
Yaddo? Had he not even understand the importance of the distinction
between sci fi and counterfactual fiction? Could he not see that Cormac
McCarthy – although everything in his book (except the wonderfully blatant
use of an egregiously obscure vocabulary) was remarkably similar to a great
many earlier works of science fiction about men crossing the country after a
holocaust – could never under any circumstances be said to be a sci fi writer,
because Cormac McCarthy was a serious writer and so by definition
incapable of lowering himself to commit genre? Could it be that that Chabon,
just because some mad fools gave him a Pulitzer, had forgotten the sacred
value of the word mainstream? No, she would not look at the thing that had
squelched its way into her bedroom and stood over her, reeking of rocket fuel
and kryptonite, creaking like an old mansion on the moors in a wuthering
wind, its brain rotting like a pear from within, dripping little grey cells
through its ears. But its call on her attention was, somehow, imperative, and
as it stretched out its hand to her she saw on one of the half-putrefied fingers
a fiery golden ring. She moaned. How could they have buried it in such a
shallow grave and then just walked away, abandoning it? ‘Dig it deeper, dig
it deeper!’ she had screamed, but they hadn’t listened to her, and now where
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were they, all the other serious writers and critics, when she needed them?
Where was her copy of Ulysses? All she had on her bedside table was a
Philip Roth novel she had been using to prop up the reading lamp. She pulled
the slender volume free and raised it up between her and the ghastly golem –
but it was not enough. Not even Roth could save her. The monster laid its
squamous hand on her, and the ring branded her like a burning coal. Genre
breathed its corpse-breath in her face, and she was lost. She was defiled. She
might as well be dead. She would never, ever get invited to write for Granta
now.
copyright © Ursula K. Le Guin, 2007

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 11 July: Simon Morden book launch, Waterstones (Emerson Chambers
branch), Newcastle upon Tyne. Wine etc. 6.30pm.
• 13 July: Brum Group, Britannia Hotel, New St, Birmingham. Speaker/event
still ‘to be announced’ as this issue goes to press. 7.45pm. £3 members, £4
non-members. Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. [Later:
Andy Lound will be talking about The War of the Worlds.]
• 9 July: Jasper Fforde signing, Forbidden Planet, 179 Shaftesbury Ave,
London, WC2H 8JR. 1-2pm.
• 2 August: Peter F. Hamilton signing, Forbidden Planet, 179 Shaftesbury
Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 6-7pm.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page. Note the new (2007)
shorter URL:
http://links.ansible.co.uk/
Mail Extra. Jonathan Cowie adds reassurance about the hacking of
www.concatenation.org: “Importantly, can we assure all who use, or are
thinking or using, our site update e-mail alert service that our IT guy (Dan
Heidel) uses a different system and maintains records with a good level of
security ... Consequently at no time was our database of e-mail addresses of
those using our alert service exposed to the hackers. The hackers themselves
are known to run a fake Russian marriage service and also use pornography
to lure their prey. Conversely the fantasy Concatenation covers is of a
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different kind.”
• Bryan Talbot has another gloat: “Alice in Sunderland has been nominated
for a Quill award in the States. Never heard of them before but apparently
they’re quite prestigious literary jobs and are even televised!”
• Taral Wayne asks that non-North Americans buying the Mike Glicksohn
fanzine CD-ROM (details as in A237) add $2 shipping to the $15 cost.
• Dave Wood’s funeral was on 18 June, with fandom represented by
Catherine & Greg Pickersgill, Rog Peyton and Peter Weston. Brenda Wood
will pass on donations in his memory, made payable to one of the animal
charities PDSA or Blue Cross: 1 Friary Close, Marine Hill, Clevedon, Avon,
BS21 7QA.
Egoboo. I liked this review by kindly Guy Kewney:
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2007/06/21/guy_2106_harry_spoiler/
Ansible 240 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2007. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
James H Burns, Jonathan Cowie, John Eggeling, Making Light, Andrew I.
Porter, The Register, Joyce Scrivner, Will Shaw, Robert Silverberg, Gordon
Smith, Bruce Townley, Tanaqui Weaver, and our Hero Distributors: Rog
Peyton (Brum), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Oz). 3 Jul 07.
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The Great Wash
J.G. Ballard enjoyed a rare mention in the Popbitch celeb-gossip email: “In
1962 JG Ballard wrote The Drowned World, a fictional account of a flooded
London, ‘a garbage filled swamp’. This week London has been under flood
alert, with the water full of with [sic] human sewage and bacteria. /
Coincidentally, Ballard’s own street in Shepperton is under threat [of
evacuation] ...” [GW] Nothing came of this.
Gardner Dozois had his scheduled quintuple bypass operation on 6 July. A
week later, following a serious setback, there was a second op to implant a
defibrillator; he’s since been making good progress. [L/EG]
Hugo Gernsback (1884-1967) was more of a prophet than we suspected. His
recently published autobiography, Hugo Gernsback: A Man Well Ahead of
His Time, anticipates sf developments ten years after his death: “Today’s
eight-year old, with his black plastic Darth Vader Starwars style helmet and
his Light Saber ...” Alas, it seems that editor/publisher Larry Steckler
helpfully inserted that bit. [MS] The book, possibly ghosted by Sam
Moskowitz, avoids all false modesty: “Those who rashly brushed him aside
merely as a cheap sensationalist or as an impractical dreamer with scientific
stars in his eyes were really never able to follow him for lack of imagination.
Following Gernsback is no job for a clot on a clod. One has to capture a
mood to understand him else one is left floundering in the turbulent wake of
his restless, speeding mind with only enough breath left to scream out
insults.” Take that, Brian Aldiss!
Clive James strayed away from his topic of J.K. Rowling Envy: “I still
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haven’t forgiven CS Lewis for going on all those long walks with JRR
Tolkien and failing to strangle him, thus to save us from hundreds of pages
dripping with the wizardly wisdom of Gandalf and from the kind of movie in
which Orlando Bloom defiantly flexes his delicate jaw at thousands of
computer-generated orcs. / In fact it would have been even better if CS Lewis
and JRR Tolkien could have strangled each other, so that we could also have
been saved from the Chronicles of Narnia....” (BBC Radio 4, A Point of View,
29 July 2007) [JE]
Robert Ludlum (1927-2001) “is solidly among the most prolific of dead
authors,” says the Publishers Lunch newsletter, with 12 new books released
since he died and a 13th due in September. Eric Van Lustbader has been
bashing out new Jason Bourne adventures, and (according to Publishers
Lunch): “Now a ‘veteran science-fiction writer’ is resuscitating another
Ludlum character, Peter Chancellor ...” Who could this be?
Michael Moorcock had an unexpected plug in a Daily Express “Richard and
Judy” column about terrorism, the weather and similar sources of gloom:
“The summer of 2007 will not be remembered as a happy one. The brilliant
Seventies sci-fi writer Michael Moorcock predicted all this: jihad would
sweep the world, he wrote, and it would be the end of civilisation as we know
it.” (7 July) [KF] Mr Moorcock is slightly bemused: “Um, yes. I never
predicted a jihad would sweep the world, though. In the 1970s or otherwise.
Indeed, I thought I saw the future in quite a jolly light ... I wonder what it was
like back then in the 70s. They probably meant I was IN my 70s.”
Michael Swanwick sends a useful lexicological insight: “I learned that
Gordon Van Gelder’s rejection letters for F&SF are commonly called ‘alas
notes.’ Because they almost always say something on the lines of, ‘You
wrote a good story and I almost liked it well enough to buy. But, alas ...’”
Another vital datum for the OED sf citations project.

Contrat
10-12 Aug • Recombination/HarmUni III (Unicon 21/RPG/filk), New Hall,
Cambridge. Advance booking closed. £32 at door. Day: Fri £8, Sat £16, Sun
£12. Children 11-17 half price, 5-10 quarter price.
11-12 Aug • Caption (small-press comics), East Oxford Community Centre,
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Princes St. 10am-late Sat, 11am-6pm Sun. £10 reg; £5 day.
22 Aug • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Steph Swainston.
30 Aug - 3 Sep • Nippon 2007 (65th Worldcon), Yokohama, Japan. Current
(and at-door?) rates £142/$283/€208; £104/$208/€153 ages 13-19;
£54/$108/€80 7-12. Day £63/$125/€92€ Thur or Fri; £83/$168/€122 Sat or
Sun; £42/$83/€61 Mon; also child/youth discounts too tedious to list here.
Contact (UK) 68 Crichton Avenue, York, YO30 6EE; (USA) PO Box 314,
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701; (Europe) Koninginnegracht 75a, 2514AH
Den Haag, Netherlands.
31 Aug - 2 Sep • Festival of Fantastic Films, Day’s Hotel, Sackville St.,
Manchester. £70/$140 reg; £30/$60 day. Hotel may be fully booked. Contact
95 Meadowgate Rd, Salford, Manchester, M6 8EN.
31 Aug • Sci-Fi Symphony II, Symphony Hall, Birmingham. City of
Birmingham Symphony Orchestra plays numerous sf film/tv themes. 7:30pm.
Tickets £8-£39. Box office 0121 780 3333; www.cbso.co.uk.
31 Aug - 2 Sep • Wadfest (Discworld), Trentfield Farm Camp Site
Church Laneham, Retford, Notts, DN22 0NJ. Campers £15 (2 nights),
visitors £5. Online booking only? See www.wadfest.co.uk.
14-16 Sep • Oxonmoot (Tolkien Soc), Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford. Now
£32 reg (members £28), closing 24 Aug; day rates may be available. Contact
7 Rievaulx Dr, Morton-on-Swale, Northallerton, DL7 9UE.
15-22 Sep • Milford Writers’ Conference, Trigonos Centre, Snowdonia.
Published authors only. Contact Liz Williams, Homeway House, 40 Westhay
Rd, Meare, Glastonbury, Somerset, BA6 9TL.
21-23 Sep • Eurocon 2007, Valby Medborgerhus, Copenhagen, Denmark.
Advance booking closed on 1 August; DKK 200 at the door on Friday, or
DKK 100 per day. More information at www.eurocon2007.dk.
13-14 Oct • Octocon (Irish national con), Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth,
Ireland. GoH Alastair Reynolds. €30 reg; €15 student; €12 under 18; €10
supporting. Contact c/o Electric Dragon, 19a Main St, Blackrock, Co. Dublin,
Ireland. Updates awaited at www.octocon.com.
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29-30 Mar 08 • P-Con V, Central Hotel, Exchequer St, Dublin. GoH C.E.
Murphy. €25/£15 reg (to rise in mid-October), €15 supporting. Contact 253
Sundrive Road, Crumlin, Dublin 12, Ireland. Sterling cheques to “Dave Lally
#2 a/c”, 64 Richbourne Tce, London, SW8 1AX.
24-27 Jun 08 • SF Research Association conference, Trinity College,
Dublin, Ireland. Guests include Karen Joy Fowler, David Mitchell and Zoran
Zivcovic. €160/$185/£110 reg; students €100/$120/£70. Banquet €75.
Contact 23 Ranelagh Road, London N17 6XY. Dollar cheques to Edward
James, sterling cheques to Farah Mendlesohn, PayPal transfer to sfra2008 at
googlemail dot com.
20-22 Feb 09 • Redemption 09 (multimedia sf) – Britannia Hotel, Fairfax St,
Coventry, CV1 5RP. Note new venue, replacing the original Hinckley Island
Hotel. £45 reg, rising to £50 on 4 Sep 07. Under-18s and supp: £15. Contact
26 Kings Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
Rumblings • Nostromo SF Festival, Newcastle upon Tyne, ?8-10 Feb 2008:
no more info as yet. Contact ronan.dodds at gmail dot com.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See SFWA. Bruno Maddox at the Nebula Awards event: “... this
gathering of the Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America is palpably
low on excitement. We’re on the 38th floor of a Marriott hotel in Lower
Manhattan, in a poky beige suite filled with the same cheap, gestural
furniture you find in those fake rooms that get set fire to in fire-safety videos.
And with the exception, obviously, of this correspondent, we’re a fairly drab
and subdued sort of bunch. The demographic is middle-aged to old. The
median shirt type is sweat-. And there are several grown men apparently
untroubled by the fact that they’re wearing backpacks to a social event, yet
troubled to the point of madness and eczema by pretty much everything else.
/ Not that there’s anything wrong with that. This is, after all, a gathering of
fiction writers, and if fiction writers were good at going to parties, well, most
of them wouldn’t be fiction writers. Fiction is a job for people with Big Ideas,
not a flair for small talk ...” The bottom line is “that science fiction, the genre
that lit the way for a nervous mankind as it crept through the shadows of the
20th century, has suddenly and entirely ceased to matter.” (Discover, 20 July
2007) [BS] And Ansible never noticed!
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Awards. Campbell Memorial: Ben Bova, Titan.
• Cordwainer Smith Rediscovery: Daniel F. Galouye.
• First Fandom Hall of Fame: Algis Budrys and (posthumous) Dan Daly.
• Heinlein: Anne McCaffrey and Elizabeth Moon.
• Mythopoeic (fantasy). Adult fiction: Patricia A. McKillip, Solstice Wood.
Children’s fiction: Catherine Fisher, Corbenic. Scholarship/Inklings:
Christina Scull and Wayne G. Hammond, The J.R.R. Tolkien Companion and
Guide. Scholarship/Other: G. Ronald Murphy, SJ, Gemstone of Paradise:
The Holy Grail in Wolfram’s Parzival.
• Rhysling (verse). Long: Mike Allen, “The Journey to Kailash” (Strange
Horizons, 1/06). Short: Rich Ristow, “The Graven Idol’s Godheart” (The
Shantytown Anomaly 2).
• Sidewise (alternate history). Long form: Charles Stross, The Family Trade,
The Hidden Family, and The Clan Corporate (“Merchant Princes” series 13). Short form: Gardner Dozois, “Counterfactual” (F&SF 6/06).
• Sturgeon (short story): Robert Charles Wilson, “The Cartesian Theater”
(Futureshocks).
R.I.P. Ingmar Bergman (1918-2007), legendary Swedish film director, died
on 30 July; he was 89. The symbolic chess game with Death in The Seventh
Seal (1957) may be the most famous and frequently homaged fantasy
sequence in cinema. [GW]
• Alice Borchardt (1939-2007), US nurse and author of several historical
fantasy novels – notably the werewolf sequence beginning with The Silver
Wolf (1998), died on 24 July aged 67. She was Anne Rice’s sister.
• László Kovács (1933-2007), Hungarian-born cinematographer for
Ghostbusters and other genre films, died on 21 July; he was 74. [CH] His
first and most memorable title was The Incredibly Strange Creatures Who
Stopped Living and Became Mixed-Up Zombies!!? (1964).
• Charles Lane (1905-2007), US character actor whose long career (19312006) included It’s a Wonderful Life (1946) and many other genre films, died
on 9 July aged 102. [SJD]
• Frank Maher (1929-2007), UK actor/stunt-man involved with The Prisoner
and (as stunt coordinator) Blake’s 7, died on 21 July; he was 78. [SR]
• Peter L. Manly (1945-2007), US fan, airman, astronomer and author of
several stories in Analog etc (plus two self-published novels), died on 27
July.
• Kerwin Mathews (1926-2007), US actor who starred in The 7th Voyage of
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Sinbad (1958), The 3 Worlds of Gulliver (1960) and Jack the Giant Killer
(1962), died on 5 July. He was 81. [GW]
• Art Stevens (1915-2007), long-time Disney animator whose genre work
included Peter Pan (1953), 101 Dalmatians (1961) and Bedknobs and
Broomsticks (1971), died on 22 May aged 92.
• Peter Tuddenham (1918-2007), UK actor who voiced Orac and Slave for
Blake’s 7 and appeared three times in Doctor Who, died on 9 July; he was 88.
[SR]
• William Tuttle (1912-2007), makeup artist who won a special Academy
Award (before makeup became a standard Oscar category) for 7 Faces of Dr
Lao (1964), died on 27 June aged 95. Other genre work included The Picture
of Dorian Gray (1945), The Time Machine (1960) and Young Frankenstein
(1974). [CH]
As Others See Some of Us. “Autograph-hunters are easily maligned. When
not frequenting sci-fi conventions, they are to be found lurking like
discomfited pigeons at film premières or the opening nights of West End
theatre productions, clutching pocketbooks bearing signatures of the famous.
Their glasses are bottle-bottomed relics of the NHS. They reek of sweat and
charity shops. Their anoraks are zipped up tight, come rain or sun.” (Patrick
Marmion, Spectator, 28 July) [MM]
Small Press. Sarob Press (based in Wales) is closing down at the end of
2007: its proprietor Robert Morgan is “giving up the rat-race and the daily
130 mile commute and moving abroad”, to France.
Outraged Letters. Charles Butler: “Hearing on last night’s Front Row (BBC
R4) that Booker-shortlisted author Sarah Hall had set her latest book, The
Carhullan Army, in a dystopian future, I remarked ... ‘I wonder how long it
will take for her to deny it’s science fiction?’ Forty-five seconds into the
interview, Hall obliged: ‘I suppose the idea with dystopia is that it’s not
something completely unrecognizable, so we’re not falling into the realm of
science fiction or anything like that.’” It is, rather, an everyday tale in which
“Britain – now entirely dependent on the US for food and energy – is run by
an omnipresent dictatorship known simply as The Authority.” (Amazon)
• David A. Hardy is wary of political spin: “I’ve just been watching Al Gore
on TV kicking off Live Earth in the USA. All very stirring and worthy stuff,
and I fully approve of the sentiments; so it’s probably churlish of me to
mention that that lovely Earth on the big screen behind him was spinning
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clockwise. What would that do to the climate?!”
• Ursula Le Guin notes that Jon Carroll reprinted her A240 piece (also on her
website) in his San Francisco Chronicle column without, apparently, asking
anyone’s permission.
• Lloyd Penney gloats that David C. Onley, tv journalist who wrote the sf
novel Shuttle (1981), is to be Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario, Canada.
British Fantasy Awards. This year’s novel shortlist has more than the
statutory five items, owing to multiple ties: Chaz Brenchley, Bridge of
Dreams [not Bride of Dreams as in the official release]; Mike Carey, The
Devil You Know; Mark Chadbourn, Jack of Ravens; M. John Harrison, Nova
Swing; Tim Lebbon, Dusk; Scott Lynch, The Lies of Locke Lamora; Sarah
Pinborough, Breeding Ground; Mark Samuels, The Face of Twilight; Conrad
Williams, The Unblemished.
C.o.A. Bridget & Simon Bradshaw – from 10 September, for a year, while
doing Masters degrees – 39 (1F2) Viewforth, Edinburgh, EH10 4JE. Rich
Coad, 2132 Berkeley Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95401, USA. Jim Young, 5232
Irving Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55419, USA. [Later: don’t use this address
until confirmed – Jim’s purchase may fall through.]
There Can Be Only One. Sunshine director Danny Boyle on making sf
films: “They are really tough, they’re very tough [...] I would recommend it
to everybody. You should do one. But nobody does more than one – unless
they’re doing a Star Wars or something like that – no director goes back into
space.” (ABC News Australia, 18 July 2007) [AJ] Send your
counterexamples on a postcard, but not (please) to Ansible.
Fanfundery. TAFF 2008: the eastbound race from North America to Orbital
(Eastercon 2008) is now on, with candidates Chris Barkley, Linda Deneroff,
Chris Garcia and Christian McGuire. Voting deadline is 17 November. Ballot
forms from taff.org.uk or the administrators, Bridget Bradshaw (see C.o.A.
above) or Suzanne Tompkins, PO Box 25075, Seattle, WA 98165, USA.
• The Corflu Award grew from one-off funds to bring various fans to the
Corflu conventions: Steve & Elaine Stiles are the recipients for 2008. Money
comes from the “Corflu Fifty” email list, whose members pledge $25/£15
annually; outside donations also welcome. Contact Rich Coad (see C.o.A),
richcoad at comcast dot net; or Rob Jackson, Chinthay, Nightingale Ln,
Hambrook, nr Chichester, PO18 8UH; jacksonshambrook at tiscali co uk.
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Magazine Scene. Nature Physics seeks a topical “Futures” story for its
Christmas issue: contact Henry Gee, H.Gee at nature dot com.
• Science Fiction Chronicle and all other titles from Warren Lapine’s DNA
Publications appear to be dead, Jim. The www.dnapublications.com site has
now been replaced by a zombie simulacrum, festering with ad links.
Random Fandom. Dave Langford was cheered to be described in a Swiss
news magazine as “uno dei massimi esperti internazionali del fantastico”
(Ticino 7, July 2007), even if the context was H*rry P*tter.... (Thanks to
Ansible reader Giovanni Valerio for the plug.)
• James Nicoll found his most famous line misquoted: “One of her friends at
the Academy had a T-shirt which proclaimed that ‘Ransaran doesn’t borrow
from other languages. It follows other languages down dark alleys, knocks
them on the head, and goes through their pockets for loose grammar.’”
(David Weber & Linda Evans, Hell’s Gate, 2006)
• Rog Peyton announced his resignation as editor of Brum Group News in the
July issue, number 430: “... my interest in SF, and reading, is perhaps at its
lowest for 50 years.” William McCabe took over in August, though as
“acting editor” only.
• Greg Pickersgill is collecting donations for a Dave Wood memorial plaque
which will go “on Clevedon Pier, which was an important place to our man.”
He reports good progress.
Court Circular. Harlan Ellison’s 2006 defamation claim against
Fantagraphics was settled in late June. Gary Groth of Fantagraphics, whose
sins had included using the great man’s name (with the subtitle “Famous
comics dilettante”) on the jacket of a book that legitimately reprinted an old
Ellison interview, explained tersely: “The parties are not at liberty to discuss
the terms of the resolution at this time.”
Hideous Gaffes. Steve Swires (1951-2006): my source for the Ansible 240
death notice was uncertain of this writer’s birth year, 1951 or 1952. SFWA
has since confirmed 1951.
Thog’s Masterclass. Literary Similes Dept. “His dust-iced skin zebraed by
the sharp stripes of winter light which gushed apologetically – like hordes of
white-frocked debutantes flashing their foaming silk petticoats in eager
curtsies – between the regimented slats of his hand-built shutters.” “A fierce
blush – like two clumsily upended measures of sweet cherry brandy – slowly
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stained the immaculate cotton tablecloth of her soft complexion.” (both
Nicola Barker, Behindlings, 2002) [MMW]
• Colour Coding Dept. “... his face went darker than usual. ‘Now they all
think I’m yellow’” (Ben Bova, Titan, 2006) [AR]
• Dept of High Fantasy Diction. “Finwald’s dark eyes were steady and true,
and he alone of the ‘nonfighters’ was committed to the fight. In a way, he
was ‘in with the big boys,’ ‘one of the lads.’ He made Bolldhe feel so lame.”
(David Bilsborough, The Wanderer’s Tale, 2007)
• Senior Citizen Ailments Dept. “... a ghastly old crone, withered with age,
eaten away by malice, disease, and invertebrates, glowing red with fire.”
(Ibid.) [BMS]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 29 August: William Gibson signing, Forbidden Planet, 179 Shaftesbury
Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 1-2pm.
• 14 September: Brum Group, Britannia Hotel, New St, Birmingham. With
“The Write Fantastic” group. 7.45pm. £3 members, £4 non-members.
Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. (The August event is
a ticket-only pub meal at a different venue.)
• 13 October: British Fantasy Society Open Night in York Brewery (5min
walk from York central station). 7pm. Free, but extra charge for 6:30pm
brewery tour. Attendees are asked to register:
http://www.hub-mag.co.uk/bfs
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page. Note the new (2007)
shorter URL:
http://links.ansible.co.uk/
Thrilling Wonder Stories. Following the Ansible 239 note about this
magazine’s reported revival by Winston Engle, some people asked for
contact details. Although there’s been no indication that it’s open for
submissions, on-line search reveals that Thrilling Wonder Stories was the
subject of a US trademark application in August 2006, processed or granted
in May 2007: “(APPLICANT) Gravitational Lens Media Winston E. Engle, a
U.S. citizen SOLE PROPRIETORSHIP CALIFORNIA 400 S. Burnside
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Ave., #12-M Los Angeles CALIFORNIA 90036.”
Ansible 241 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2007. Thanks to Steven J. Dunn,
John Eggeling, Keith Freeman, Eileen Gunn, Chip Hitchcock, Adam Jenkins,
Locus, Mike Moorcock, Adam Roberts, Steve Rogerson, Michael Saler,
Brian M. Scott, Bruce Sterling, Gary Wilkinson, Martin Morse Wooster, and
our Hero Distributors: Janice Murray (NA), Rog Peyton (Brum Group News
editor no more, but thanks for all the fish), SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Oz). 8
Aug 07.
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(e). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Joe Mayhew reprint. Available for SAE or
the deadly Specium Ray.
Nippon 2007. The Japanese Worldcon didn’t seem all that far away, thanks
to extensive online coverage. A major presence at the Hugos was Ultraman,
that iconic tv superhero of 1960s vintage, who not only defeated various
rubber-clad monsters to begin the ceremony (and reappeared for the drama
presentations) but is commemorated in the Hugo trophy itself. Gosh wow!
• Those Hugos: Novel: Vernor Vinge, Rainbows End. Novella: Robert Reed,
“A Billion Eves” (Asimov’s). Novelette: Ian McDonald, “The Djinn’s Wife”
(Asimov’s). Short: Tim Pratt, “Impossible Dreams” (Asimov’s). Related
Book: Julie Phillips, James Tiptree, Jr.: The Double Life of Alice B. Sheldon.
Dramatic (Long): Pan’s Labyrinth. Dramatic (Short): Doctor Who, “The Girl
in the Fireplace”. Pro Editor (Long): Patrick Nielsen Hayden. Pro Editor
(Short): Gordon Van Gelder. Pro Artist: Donato Giancola. Semiprozine:
Locus. Fanzine: Science-Fiction Five-Yearly. Fan Writer: Dave Langford
(though by only one vote; sorry, Mr Scalzi). Fan Artist: Frank Wu. Campbell
Award (not etc.): Naomi Novik.
• 2009 Worldcon Site Selection. Montréal defeated Kansas City by a clear
majority, 507 votes to 341. More below.
• Business Meeting. The rule preventing artists from being nominated in
both pro and fan Hugo categories was repealed; ratification is needed at next
year’s Worldcon. A proposal for a permanent website Hugo was referred to
some WSFS committee for endless deliberations.

The Gernsback Continuum
Pat Barker’s latest novel Life Class contains a prophetic sf moment when, in
a scene set in 1914/15, her protagonist muses: “There’s something machinelike about a lot of the professional nurses here. Even Sister Byrd, whom he
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admires, he looks at her sometimes and sees a robot.” A word which was to
be coined by Karel Čapek in 1920.... [MA]
Arthur C. Clarke gets short shrift in Crunch Time: How Everyday Life is
Killing the Future (2007) by Mike Hanley and Adrian Monck. “Here in
spades is the incurable optimism of the science fiction writer,” they write, and
then quote “Isaac Asimov’s Three Laws of Technology”, including “Any
sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic.” Our
reporter John Bark wonders whether Professor Monck (Head of the Faculty
of Journalism and Publishing at City University, London) teaches his students
that “Any sufficiently famous Science Fiction writer is indistinguishable from
any other.”
Dennis Guiot, French editor whose publisher overrode his acceptance of a
YA novel attacking paedophilia in the Church (see A237), has won his fight:
Nathalie Le Gendre’s Les Orphelins de Naja will appear next year with
minimal alterations. But “one doesn’t stay unscathed after a conflict of
several months, which brought to light irreconciliable differences about
publishing”: Guiot has resigned from Editions Mango and will launch a new
French YA sf line elsewhere in 2008. [J-DB]
Diana Wynne Jones enjoys the perks of fame: “Very much As Others See
Us, I have just been interviewed about Fantasy (for a BBC programme on
same) in a small damp cave in Cheddar. The rock formations were
spectacular: I was very much conscious that behind me – and behind the
seven-branched candelabra with which the producer had strewn the available
space – there was a weird stalagmite that looked like a gnomelike being in a
three-cornered hat, perched with folded arms on a pillar. Also equally
conscious of five damp individuals crammed into a small coign in front of me
with lots of large equipment and snakes of cables. I kept thinking that none of
this had really much to do with fantasy as we know it and it was hard to talk
sense. They told me proudly that they had done this to Philip Pullman, Terry
Pratchett and others in different settings, and I thought, ‘If they did this to
me, I shudder to think where they put Terry.’ They said the programme
comes on some time this autumn on BBC 4. I shall watch eagerly to see what
they did to the rest of us.” (12 August)
Jeanette Winterson’s The Stone Gods is not sf, because: “I hate science
fiction. But good writers about science, such as Jim Crace and Margaret
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Atwood, are great. They take on science because it’s crucial to our world, and
they use language to give energy to ideas. Others just borrow from science
and it ends up like the emperor’s new clothes, with no understanding of the
material. But you shouldn’t fake it because science is too important, it’s the
basis for our lives. I expect a lot more science in fiction because science is so
rich.” (New Scientist, 25 August) What is so particularly non-sciencefictional
about this science novel? From The Bookseller: “Billie Crusoe flees an
authoritarian society in the company of a highly evolved robot of the species
Robo sapiens, to join the perilous voyage to a new Blue Planet, a pristine
place of apparently infinite possibilities. [...] Another part of the book is set in
Wreck City, a no-go zone peopled by outcasts and casualties post 3-War, a
conflict which has ravaged the world.” Winterson explains: “This part of the
book is far from fantasy [...] Everything in that part of the book has been
written about scientifically already, it’s very near.” [MKS via CB] Her next
book will be equally unsciencefictional: “It’s called Robot Love and it’s for
kids. A girl builds a multi-gendered robot, which then kills her parents
because it sees them mistreat her, so they both go on the run. I’m fascinated
by artificial intelligence and where it will lead. These robots couldn’t build
anything as bad as us – so why would they keep us?” [YH] What sf author
could have imagined such novel concepts?

Conceptious
13 Sep • Brian Aldiss talks to John Clute at Waterstone’s, Gower St,
London. 6:30pm-8pm. Tickets are free: call 0207 636 1577 to book.
14-16 Sep • Oxonmoot (Tolkien Soc), Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford. Advance
registration closed in August. Please ask by email for availability of day
membership: bookings at tolkiensociety dot org.
15-22 Sep • Milford Writers’ Conference, Trigonos Centre, Snowdonia.
Published authors only. Contact Liz Williams, Homeway House, 40 Westhay
Rd, Meare, Glastonbury, Somerset, BA6 9TL.
21-23 Sep • Eurocon 2007, Valby Medborgerhus, Copenhagen, Denmark.
Advance booking closed in August; DKK 200 at the door on Friday, or DKK
100 per day. More information at www.eurocon2007.dk.
21-23 Sep • FantasyCon 2007, Britannia Hotel, Nottingham. £55 reg; British
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Fantasy Society members and students £45; day £25. Contact 3 Tamworth
Close, Lower Earley, Reading, Berks, RG6 4EQ.
26 Sep • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Juliet McKenna.
6 Oct • Satellite 1 (50th anniversary of first artificial satellite), Campanile
Hotel, Tunnel St, Glasgow. £20 reg, £5 supp or child (5-15), £1 infant (0-4).
Contact Flat 3/2, 132 W Princes St, Glasgow, G4 9DB.
29-30 Mar 08 • P-Con V, Central Hotel, Dublin. €25/£15 reg (to rise in midOctober), €15 supporting. Address correction for sterling cheques: “Dave
Lally #2 a/c”, 64 Richbourne Tce, London, SW8 1AX.
20-22 Jun 08 • SF Foundation Masterclass, University College, Dublin.
£190 reg; single rooms €55/night. Applicants to be approved by committee.
Ask Farah Mendlesohn, farah dot sf at gmail dot com.
20-22 Feb 09 • Redemption 09 (multimedia sf) – Britannia Hotel, Fairfax St,
Coventry, CV1 5RP. Now £50 reg. Under-18s and supp: £15. Contact 26
Kings Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
6-10 Aug 09 • Anticipation (67th Worldcon), Palais des congrès de
Montréal, Montréal, Canada. GoH Neil Gaiman, Elisabeth Vonarburg, Taral
Wayne, David Hartwell, Tom Doherty. Contact C.P. 105, Succursale NDG,
Montréal, Québec, Canada, H4A 3P4. Further details awaited.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. More lordly condescension: “Phasers or lightsabers? Solo
or Sulu? If you couldn’t care less, or don’t know what on earth we’re on
about, you’re probably not one of that pale, clammy species: the sci-fi fan. If
you are, you may be interested that all this week on Sky Movies ... the eternal
question will be debated: which is better, Star Wars or Star Trek? [...] But if
you think a Tie Fighter is some kind of martial artist specialising in neckwear
combat, then it’s probably not for you. For the rest of us, it’s just another
reason not to go out for some fresh air.” (Adam Smith, Radio Times, August)
[JY]
More Awards. World Fantasy Award for Life Achievement: Betty Ballantine
and Diana Wynne Jones.
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• James Tait Black Memorial Prize for fiction: Cormac McCarthy, The Road.
• Tähtifantasia for best fantasy translation into Finnish: Jeff VanderMeer,
Pyhimysten ja mielipuolten kaupunki (City of Saints and Madmen) – first year
of presentation.
• Prometheus: Charles Stross, Glasshouse. Hall of Fame: Sinclair Lewis, It
Can’t Happen Here; Vernor Vinge, “True Names”. Special: V for Vendetta
(film).
• Seiun (Japanese) for translated book: Phillip Reeve, Mortal Engines (trans
Rei Anno).
• Sense of Gender (“the Japanese Tiptree”) for translated book: Eileen Gunn,
Stable Strategies and Others.
R.I.P. Clive Exton (1930-2007), UK scriptwriter who adapted sf for Out of
This World (“The Cold Equations”) and Out of the Unknown, and scripted an
episode of Doomwatch, died on 16 August; he was 77. [JY]
• John Gardner (1926-2007), UK author of many thrillers – some of them sf
– died on 3 August; he was 80. [IC] His best-known spy creation Boysie
Oakes goes into space in Founder Member (1969). Gardner produced 14
official James Bond continuations and two Bond film novelizations,
including the sf GoldenEye (1995); he also wrote Holmesian novels centred
on Professor Moriarty.
• Joe L. Hensley (1926-2007), US lawyer, judge and sf/crime author who was
active in fandom from the 1930s, died on 27 August. He was 81. His first
published sf was in Planet Stories, 1953; his sf novel was The Black Roads
(1976). [TM]
• Peter Graham Scott (1923-2007), UK producer whose tv work included
Danger Man, The Prisoner and The Avengers, died on 26 August aged 83.
[KF]
• Aida Young (1920-2007), UK producer/director who worked on the original
The Quatermass Xperiment (1955) and produced three Christopher Lee
Dracula films, died on 12 August. [GW]
Thog’s Science Masterclass. “Metals are slow-moving liquids, but you have
to heat them thousands of degrees before they change states.”
• “Though more than two miles above sea level, the surrounding land was
littered with fossilised sea-shells suggesting that at one time the altiplano had
been forced upwards from a seabed. During this geologic change, great
quantities of ocean water could have been suspended throughout the Andean
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ranges and become landlocked. Though hundreds of miles from the ocean,
many of the animals dwelling in the lake were oceanic rather than freshwater
types.”
• Why the high Andes are subject to periodic flooding: “Twice every season
the tidal pull of the moon joins the constant gravitational pull of the sun,
resulting in an especially high tide. That tide was now attempting to bury
them in a liquid grave. The effects of a strong spring tide would raise the
level of the water table.” (all Walt Becker, Link, 1998) [AK]
SFWA vs Scribd.com. As briefly as I can: Scribd is a document-sharing
website (like Flickr for photos) whose users don’t all respect copyright.
Noting illicit posts of work by Isaac Asimov and Robert Silverberg, SFWA
VP Andrew Burt asked Scribd to remove many texts, later claiming that –
despite not meeting the legal requirements – this was a formal takedown
notice under the US Digital Millennium Copyright Act. But the Burt List of
offending material was based on a too-simplistic search for keywords like
“Asimov”: resulting Scribd deletions included a recommended reading list,
legitimate archives of an on-line magazine, public domain text freely
available from Project Gutenberg, and work by authors whom SFWA has no
right to represent in copyright matters. Cory Doctorow’s angry reaction
(boingboing, 30 August) to the removal of his Creative-Commons-licensed
Down and Out in the Magic Kingdom caused – to understate hugely – some
comment online, almost drowning out news of the Japanese Worldcon. On 3
September, SFWA announced that the activities of its ePiracy committee
were suspended and the committee disbanded; a considerable rethink is
promised. Meanwhile the Scribd.com people can expect interesting times,
since this affair gave publicity to their naughty users’ upload of work by such
authors as Jerry Pournelle and Harlan Ellison.... (Yes, I searched for my own
name and found portions of The Necronomicon [1978] by George Hay,
myself, Robert Turner and Colin Wilson. Watch this space.)
As Others See Our Academics. A traditional Taxpayers’ Alliance grumble
about UK “‘non-degrees’ of little or no academic merit” listed “Science:
fiction and culture, at the University of Glamorgan” in its top five alleged
wastes of money. (BBC News, 21 August) [JO] Perhaps this course will be
hotly defended by science novelist Jeanette Winterson.
Outraged Letters. Simon R. Green tried to make my flesh creep: “Did you
get the warning e-mail from SFWA, about the dangers of being a fan in
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Japan, and attending the Worldcon? Apparently you have to carry your
passport with you at all times, because the Japanese police can demand to see
it, and if you haven’t got it, can cart you off to chokey until someone comes
to reclaim you. There followed many other dire warnings, including that the
trains can break down and leave you stranded for days. So unlike our own
dear British Rail.”
• Steve Green on Sarah Hall’s non-sciencefictional The Carhullan Army (see
A241): “To be fair to Sarah Hall, she immediately stated her preference for
the label ‘speculative fiction’, although the concept of an entire Government
resigning because it failed the voters strikes me as outright fantasy.”
• Martin Hoare sent politically incorrect email from Japan: “Rangfold san
wins fanliter Hugo by one vote.” Many thanks as always for the famous
Hoare Hugo Pickup Service ... and to all who sent congratulations, notably
the magnanimous John Scalzi.
• Roger Robinson saw The Weakest Link on 14 August: “Ms Red-Haired
Welsh Hater: ‘The writer of the graphic novels Watchmen and V for Vendetta
is Alan who?’ Contestant: ‘Er ... Ginsberg.’ Now THERE is a graphic novel I’d
read!”
• Gordon Van Gelder (and other correspondents) corrected Michael
Swanwick’s “alas notes” terminology: “Actually, the term I’ve heard applied
to my rejection letters is ‘alas-o-grams’. At the 2001 Worldcon I said that I’d
been toying with the idea of simply printing up little cards that read ‘Alas’
and the room broke out in cheers and laughter.” I like to imagine that
Gordon’s Hugo accepter said that he’d really have loved to be at Nippon
2007 in person, but alas ...
C.o.A. Sandra Bond & Simon Amos, 40 Cleveland Park Ave, London E17
7BS. Dave Hicks & Cat Coast, 23 Dorset Ave, Glenfield, Leicester, LE3
8BD. Duncan MacGregor, 207 Campkin Rd, Cambridge, CB4 2LE. Jim
Young’s Minneapolis move is delayed: his house sale fell through.
Small Press. Marking its anniversary in August, Infinityplus.co.uk was
updated with masses of new material. But the man in charge writes: “Keith
Brooke has decided that ten years is enough. The tenth anniversary update
will be the site’s last; after that, the site will remain publicly available as a
major genre fiction archive, but will no longer be updated. This decision has
partly been forced due to ill health, but it is partly simply that Keith hopes to
get his life back after all this time!”
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Random Fandom. Janet Carrington & Jim Caughran married themselves in
a Quaker ceremony on 28 July.
• Pat McMurray & Julie Rigby were married on 18 August and honeymooned
in Japan. “We are going to call ourselves Mr and Mrs Rigby-McMurray.”
• Harry Turner writes (via Sue Jones): “My stroke has left my right hand
with three un-cooperative fingers and useless for drawing any more! And my
memory has suffered about the past!! (Though I’m catching up with some
things.)”
• Ken Slater’s misadventure at the recent Warsaw convention was less
alarming than initially reported: he fell, spent the night on a tiled floor
through inability to get up, and returned home early, but is communicating
again: “I am shaken but not stirred – perturbed, perhaps. [...] Put the black
armbands back in the mothproof boxes.”
• Jean Weber had a hip replacement on 27 August. [ASFB]
Doctor Who is taking a year off in 2009: the fourth current series is to be in
2008, and the fifth not until 2010. (BBC News, 3 Sep)
Unattributable. Notes from London: “Blackwells did a Bill Gibson event on
28 August at which he read in his usual lethargic manner, and was
‘interviewed’ in equally laid back fashion by Prof John Sutherland. Questions
from the ‘cool’ rather than SF audience – a full house of perhaps 400 souls at
£7 a head – were by and large mundane and/or stupid ... Blackwells had
Spook Country, of course, and a range of pb titles which inexplicably
excluded Neuromancer, Count Zero and Mona Lisa Overdrive ... presumably
because these were not available through Penguin/Viking. I queried the
Blackwells folk, who said that nearly all the punters had asked about copies
of Neuromancer, and that they did not really know why they did not have it
available.... Is this undue restraint of trade by Penguin/Viking or what??”
More likely a cock-up.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Dry Eyes. “She was a poor swimmer – and if
Jack hadn’t already known that, her eyes would have told him.” (Walt
Becker, Link, 1998) [AK]
• High-Energy Lepidoptera Dept. “Jack wondered if she felt the same thing
he did – butterflies emerging from cocoons within deep reaches of his
stomach. The tactile connection sparked kinetic energy that flowed between
them.” (Ibid)
• Dept of Air Physics. “The energy field vanished – as quickly as it came –
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replaced by a whoosh as a vacuum of air escaped from beneath the two
sections, now divided. The air vaporised in the colder temperatures, creating
wisps of steam that curled towards the sky before dissipating in the
atmosphere.” (Ibid)
• Simile Dept. “Steam rose from the five wet bodies in the room, as if each
person were percolating.” (Ibid)
• Eyeballs in the Sky: “She watched as his eyes bounced around in his head,
in perfect unison with the butt of the little courtesan in front of them.” (Ibid)

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 14 September: Brum Group, Britannia Hotel, New St, Birmingham. With
“The Write Fantastic” group. 7.45pm. £3 members, £4 non-members.
Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk.
• 17 September: Terry Brooks signing, Forbidden Planet, 179 Shaftesbury
Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 1-2pm.
• 13 October: Terry Pratchett signing, Forbidden Planet, 179 Shaftesbury
Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 1-2pm.
• 13 October: British Fantasy Society Open Night in York Brewery (5min
walk from York central station). 7pm. Free, but extra charge for 6:30pm
brewery tour. Attendees are asked to register:
http://www.hub-mag.co.uk/bfs
• 27 October: Stephen R Donaldson signing, Forbidden Planet (as above). 12pm.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page. Note the new (2007)
shorter URL:
http://links.ansible.co.uk/
Charity Work. Tony Bailey of Concatenation tried his best to swim the
English Channel for charity, but (writes Jonathan Cowie) “After 11 hours 45
minutes, and with just 6 miles to go, the old warp drive packed up.” • Keith
Brooke is taking part in the Great North Run half-marathon and seeks fannish
sponsors:
http://www.justgiving.com/keithbrooke/
Those Hugos Again. JETS delegate Chris O’Shea relentlessly photographed
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the entire ceremony:
http://tinyurl.com/2qhshk
Ellison/Fantagraphics Lawsuit Settlement. Ansible received a courtesy
copy of this mighty document from C.E. Petit. Brief summary according to
my puny terrestrial understanding: no payments involved, except for parties
covering their own legal costs; no future ‘ad hominem, personal attacks’ by
either side; Fantagraphics (Gary Groth & Kim Thompson) to remove two
specified passages from Comics As Art before publication, and to drop the
Ellison interview and cover credit from any future printings/editions of The
Writers; Fantagraphics to be allowed to post a rebuttal on Ellison’s website
(500 words maximum, visible for 30 days) to various Ellisonian statements
about Gary Groth (‘embezzling funds ... false pretences ... likened Mr. Groth
to a child molester’); no further soliciting of contributions to the
Fantagraphics defence fund; general cosmic peace and harmony to reign
henceforth; further legal boilerplate, but I think these are the important bits.
Things I Forgot To Mention. Ursula Le Guin’s ‘On Serious Literature’ was
reprinted in Harper’s magazine with her permission and (which tickled me) a
credit to Ansible. And numerologists may wish to know that owing to past
quirks of numbering, this is ‘really’ the 250th issue of Ansible.
Ansible 242 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2007. Thanks to Mike Alexander,
Australian SF Bullsheet, Chaz Brenchley, Ian Covell, Jean-Daniel Brèque,
Keith Freeman, Yvonne Hewett, Amanda Kear, Todd Mason, Jonathan
Oliver, Sfawardswatch.com, Maureen Kincaid Speller, Gary Wilkinson,
Jessica Yates, and our Hero Distributors: Janice Murray (North America),
SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Oz). My thanks again to many kindly Hugo voters.
4 Sep 07.
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Ansible 243, October 2007
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU. Web
news.ansible.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X
(e). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Carlos de la Hoz (Space
Weirdo/Automata). Available for SAE or Wolpec’s three truths.
SF in Politics. “... speculation abounds that the incumbent Prime Minister,
Gordon Brown, might opt for an early election to establish his own mandate
after Blairism. An advertising agency has already won the Labour party
account with the strapline ‘Not flash, just Gordon’. Could this be the first UK
election fought on SF soundbites? For the Liberal Democrats ‘Hail Ming,
Hail Ming’, after its leader Sir Menzies Campbell, would be an appropriate
counterblast.” (Guardian, 24 Sept) [MP] Things then become strained as the
writer tries to connect the Tories’ tree logo with Arboria, forest realm of
Prince Barin of Mongo. Deep knowledge of Flash Gordon minutiae, or just a
quick look at Wikipedia?

The Voices of Time
J.G. Ballard helped inspire the Klaxons’ Myths of the Near Future, which in
September won the Mercury Music Prize as album of the year. A Mercury
judge, New Musical Express editor Conor McNicholas, explained: “It is a pop
record with wide influences from science fiction to literature.” [RP] One
track is called “From Atlantis to Interzone”. [MJE] Meanwhile Ansible has
received the CD album Automata by Spanish group Space Weirdo, featuring
a musical homage to John Sladek’s Tik-Tok.
William Gibson invented Latin, or so the Guardian implies: “The purported
inventor of the terms ‘cyberspace’ and ‘matrix’ ...” [JM]
Howard Jacobson runs true to form in a recent interview. Anna Metcalfe:
“What makes you cross to read?” Jacobson: “Science fiction and fantasy; or
anything aimed at a child’s mind. I don’t think children’s literature should
exist.” (Financial Times, 8 September) [HF]
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Ursula K. Le Guin reviews Jeanette Winterson’s The Stone Gods: “It’s odd
to find characters in a science-fiction novel repeatedly announcing that they
hate science fiction. I can only suppose that Jeanette Winterson is trying to
keep her credits as a ‘literary’ writer even as she openly commits genre.
Surely she’s noticed that everybody is writing science fiction now? Formerly
deep-dyed realists are producing novels so full of the tropes and fixtures and
plotlines of science fiction that only the snarling tricephalic dogs who guard
the Canon of Literature can tell the difference. I certainly can’t. Why bother?
I am bothered, though, by the curious ingratitude of authors who exploit a
common fund of imagery while pretending to have nothing to do with the
fellow-authors who created it and left it open to all who want to use it. A little
return generosity would hardly come amiss.” (Guardian, 22 September)
Other reviewers followed the “literary” party line: “It would be reductive to
call this science fiction: it’s speculative writing; a novel of ideas.” (Tina
Jackson, MetroLife, 27 September) [JB]
Ridley Scott told Wired that his best-known sf film owes rather little to that
guy Philip K. Dick: “Blade Runner involved full-bore imagination. Deckard’s
universe had to be expanded into credibility. That’s probably the hardest
thing I’ve done, because there was nothing to borrow from.” [...] Wired: “Is it
true that you didn’t read Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?, the book on
which Blade Runner was based, before making the movie?” Scott: “I
honestly couldn’t get into it. It’s so dense, by page 32 there’s about 17 story
lines.” (26 September) [DB]
Jeanette Winterson regards her novel as “more than speculative”: “I’m not a
Luddite; I’m fascinated by technology. There’s not a single thing in The
Stone Gods that’s not plausible; it’s not flights of fantasy or science fiction,
but completely within our reach.” (Metro, 25 September) [SK] In this far
future, genetic fixing has eliminated ageing, an advanced AI robot can be
one’s soulmate, and mankind is starting anew on a fresh “Planet Blue”. But
apart from that, what has science fiction ever done for us?

Conacre
Until 5 Nov • Doctor Who – Up-Close exhibition, Museum of Science &
Industry, Manchester. £20 family, £6.50 adult, £4.50 conc.
6 Oct • Satellite 1 (50th anniversary of Sputnik), Campanile Hotel, Tunnel
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St, Glasgow. 10am-late. £25 at door; child (5-15) £5; infant £1.
13-14 Oct • Birmingham International Comics Show, Millennium Point,
Curzon St, Birmingham, B4 7XG. £10 reg; day £6 Sat, £5 Sun; child £6 or
£3/day. Contact as above.
13-14 Oct • Octocon (Irish national con), Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth,
Ireland. €30 reg; €15 stud; €12 under 18; €10 supp. Contact c/o Electric
Dragon, 19a Main St, Blackrock, Co. Dublin.
19-22 October • Cult TV 2007, Heythrop Park Hotel, Chipping Norton,
Oxon. £89 reg, £44 child 10-15, under-10s free. Contact PO Box 1701,
Wolverhampton, WV4 4WT.
23-27 Oct • Black Maria “ballet+film+electronic music” production, Lilian
Baylis Theatre, Rosebery Ave, London, EC1R 4TN. Based on Diana Wynne
Jones’s novel. Tickets £15. Bookings: 0844 412 4300.
24 Oct • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Roz Kaveney.
2-4 Nov • Novacon 37, Quality Hotel, Walsall. £38 reg. Advance booking
closes 31 Oct: £42 at the door, or day rates £12.50 Fri, £22.50 Sat, £17.50
Sun. Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
9-11 Nov • Armadacon 19, Novotel, Plymouth. £30 reg; £27 concessions.
Day rates £18 (£15) Sat, £12 (£10) Sun; £5 for evenings. Contact 20
Pinewood Close, Plympton, Devon, PL7 2DW.
9-11 Nov • Tolkien’s Birmingham, Plough and Harrow Hotel, Edgbaston,
Birmingham. Residential weekend. Cost inc food & 2 nights’ stay: £150
sharing, £190 single. Contact GilraenBham at aol dot com.
28 Nov • BSFA Open Meeting, Physics Lecture Theatre, Imperial College, 1
Prince Consort Rd, London. 7pm. With Iain Banks.
22-24 Feb 08 • Nostromo SF Festival, Newcastle upon Tyne: new dates but
still no further info. Contact ronan.dodds at gmail dot com.
6-10 Aug 08 • Denvention 3 (66th Worldcon), Denver, CO, USA. See
www.denver2008.com/hugodesigncompetition.php for details of a
competition to design the Hugo bases. Contact Denvention, Attn: Mary Kay
Kare – Hugo Base Design, PO Box 1349, Denver, CO 80201, USA.
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13-15 Mar 09 • Eurocon 2009, Fiuggi, Italy. Dave Lally writes: “Fiuggi is
south east of Rome – spa town in the hills – regular venue for Italcon and
Deepcon.” Details and website to follow. Eurocon 2009 voting was
contested: the losing bid was Finncon (Helsinki, Finland).
6-10 Aug 09 • Anticipation (67th Worldcon), Palais des congrès de
Montréal, Montréal, Canada. Membership rates announced:
$Can165/$US150/£75/€115 reg; $Can55/$US50/£25/€35 supp; discounts for
site selection voters, presupporters, etc. Contact (registration) PO Box 505,
Station NDG, Montréal, QC, H4A 3P8, Canada; (other) CP 105, Succursale
NDG, Montréal, Québec, Canada, H4A 3P4.
Rumblings • Distraction, the small con announced for February 2006 and
then postponed to Spring 2008, has been cancelled. Refunds went to paid-up
members. There are hopes for an “irregular series” of one-day pub events
under the same name – see www.distraction.org.uk.

Infinitely Improbable
Drop A House On Her From Orbit. It’s The Only Way ... Todd
McFarlane on his production plans for a new Oz film: “My pitch was ‘How
do we get people who went to Lord of the Rings to embrace this?’ I want to
create [an interpretation] that has a 2007 wow factor. You’ve still got
Dorothy trapped in an odd place, but she’s much closer to the Ripley from
Alien than a helpless singing girl.” (Variety, 21 Aug) [IC]
Night’s Black Agents. The current, widely reported meltdown at the PFD
agency – with literary agents leaving in droves – is likely to affect many UK
and UK-based sf people. For example, PFD man Robert Kirby’s list includes
James Barclay, Stephen Baxter, John Clute, Storm Constantine, Christopher
Priest, Alastair Reynolds, Andy Secombe and Conrad Williams. Plans for a
new agency are afoot. A total of 21 agents have already resigned, or are about
to; PFD is literally falling apart.
British Fantasy Awards. Novel (Derleth award): Tim Lebbon, Dusk.
Novella: Paul Finch, “Kid” (Choices). Anthology: Gary Couzens, ed.,
Extended Play: The Elastic Book of Music. Collection: Neil Gaiman, Fragile
Things. Short: Mark Chadbourn. “Whisper Lane” (BFS: A Celebration).
Artist: Vincent Chong. Small Press: Pete Crowther, PS Publishing.
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Nonfiction: Mark Morris, Cinema Macabre. Newcomer (Sydney J. Bounds
award): Joe Hill. Special (Karl Edward Wagner award): Ellen Datlow.
Thog’s Eyeballs Special. “Langdon’s eyes were transfixed on the pyramids
...” (Dan Brown, Angels & Demons, 2000) [BD]
• “His eyes touched his body.” (Gardner F. Fox, Escape Across the Cosmos,
1964) [AR]
• “His eyes moved on, touched another animal and another.” (Ibid)
• “... his eyes picked it [a hover-sled] out of the red sand and examined it
closely.” (Ibid)
• “The green seethe of his gaze resembled weeping seas.” (Stephen R.
Donaldson, Fatal Revenant, 2007)
• “... the dangerous and fuming green of his eyes blazed vividly, as
incandescent and unclean as small emerald suns tainted by despair.” (Ibid)
R.I.P. Jerry Bono (1942-2007), key costumer for Star Trek: TNG and DS9,
died on 31 August aged 65. [PDF]
• Anthony Carras (1921-2007), US film editor whose genre work included
several Roger Corman movies, died on 15 August; he was 86. [JE]
• Terry Dartnall, Australian academic whose sf/fantasy stories are collected
in The Ladder at the Bottom of the World (2006 ebook), died on 24
September. [ASFB]
• Emilio Ruiz del Rio (1923-2007), Spanish set decorator, model maker, matte
painter etc. whose genre films included Dune (1984) and Pan’s Labyrinth
(2006) died on 14 September aged 84. [CH]
• Denny Martin Flinn (1947-2007), US actor/author who wrote the 1995 Trek
novel The Fearful Summons and (in collaboration) the screenplay of Star
Trek VI: The Undiscovered Country, died on 24 August; he was 59. [DKMC]
• Leslie Flood (1921-2007), UK book dealer and literary agent who cofounded the International Fantasy Award, reviewed for New Worlds, and
continued the E.J. Carnell agency after John Carnell’s death in 1972, died in
Spain on 1 August; he was 85. [PW] He helped shape the Gollancz sf list as
its chief reader through the later 1960s; on his retirement in 1986 he received
a special British Fantasy Award.
• Alice Ghostley (1926-2007), US actress who was a regular in Bewitched and
played Granny in Addams Family Reunion (1998), died on 21 September; she
was 81. [CH]
• Charles B. Griffith (1930-2007), US screenwriter – mostly for Roger
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Corman, whose autobiography calls Griffith his main writer – died on 28
September aged 77. His films include Attack of the Crab Monsters, A Bucket
of Blood, Not of This Earth, and The Little Shop of Horrors, where he had
several walk-on parts and voiced the carnivorous plant Audrey Jr. [CH]
• Max Hodge (1916-2007), US TV writer who created the Batman character
Mr Freeze, died on 17 August aged 91. [PDF]
• Madeleine L’Engle (1918-2007), much-loved US author of the Newbery
Medal winner A Wrinkle in Time (1962) and other admired fiction for
children, died on 6 September. She was 88. I enjoyed several of her novels.
• Marcel Marceau (1923-2007), celebrated French mime who appeared in
Barbarella (1968) as Professor Ping, died on 22 September aged 84.
• Lois Maxwell (1927-2007), Canadian-born actress best known for playing
Miss Moneypenny in 14 James Bond films (more appearances than either
Connery or Moore), died on 29 September; she was 80.
• Hiroshi Osaka (1963-2007), Japanese anime director and co-founder of the
Bones studio, died on 24 September aged 44. Most of his films were sf. [PM]
• James Rigney Jr (1948-2007), US writer who as Robert Jordan published
the lengthy, best-selling “Wheel of Time” fantasy sequence – beginning in
1990 with The Eye of the World and whose final volume is unfinished – died
on 16 September aged 58. In 2006 he was diagnosed with the rare blood
disease amyloidosis (see A225). There have been many tributes from the sf
world and outside.
Science Masterclass. Girl in the Golden Atom Dept. “Adam Hart-Davis is on
the summit of La Palma in the Canary Islands, searching for planets around
other suns. He discovers how it is possible to find planets too small to see.”
(Radio Times, September) [AK]
Outraged Letters. David Pringle on the death of Aida Young (see A242):
“To me ... she is most notable as the woman who commissioned J.G. Ballard,
probably circa 1967, to write the ‘treatment’ for a movie which eventually
appeared in 1970 as When Dinosaurs Ruled the Earth. According to JGB, she
had read The Drowned World and, since that contained lots of mud and ferns
and whatnot, and even some mention of dinosaurs, she thought he would be
just the man to pen a follow-up to Hammer’s One Million Years BC (1966).
The fact that When Dinosaurs ..., when it eventually appeared, gave screen
credit to one ‘J. B. Ballard’ kind of belies the notion that she was very
familiar with JGB’s work – but, what the hell, maybe it was someone else’s
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error; Aida was only the Producer, after all.”
• Yvonne Rousseau on the updating of Enid Blyton: “Another note on the
[Magic] Faraway Tree series: apparently the modern version no longer has a
boy and girl named Dick and Fanny: they’ve become Rick and Frannie –
while Dame Slap has become Dame Snap, and no longer engages in orgies of
caning.”
Ye Olde Gossip Columne. Roger Elwood, the late anthologist and Christian
fantasy author, makes a surprise appearance in the biography Anne
McCaffrey: A Life With Dragons by Robin Roberts. In 1972: “When Virginia
[Kidd] wrote to Anne that she and Roger Elwood, who had been publishing
Anne’s work, had become lovers, Anne responded by congratulating her.
Anne seemed to have been interested in Roger, too, for she wrote, ‘I shall
miss the challenges of his letters, and bank down the fires of anticipation of
his arrival [in Ireland].... But I am pleased about the Roger Lovinman
arrangement. Jealous, too....’” [GVG] To the relief of many who boggled at
this, “Elwood” is here a typo for “Lovin”.
Rumour Mill. There is talk of a possible American TV “exposé” programme
about The Last Dangerous Visions, based on or inspired by Christopher
Priest’s The Last Deadloss Visions aka The Book on the Edge of Forever
(Fantagraphics 1994) – although Chris Priest himself is in no way involved.
C.o.A. Dan Goodman, 3846 21st Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55407, USA.
Stewart Lloyd, 10a Potter Ave, Salter Point, WA 6152, Australia. Neil Rest,
918 Main St, Evanston, IL 60202-4942, USA.
Blurbismo. No, Not Literally: “... a debut paranormal thriller from Melina
Morel, Devour, in which a woman is torn between a werewolf and a vampire
...” (Diane Snyder, Romantic Times, October 2007) [MM]
Small Press. The Third Alternative has at last returned (“it should have been
two years ago”) as Black Static, covering the “darker side” while cheerier
sf/fantasy from TTA Press appears in Interzone. The first BS cover woos
readers with a title in incredibly tiny print (8-point?) and a huge image of a
housefly. 5 Martins Lane, Witcham, Ely, CB6 2LB.
• Orion’s Child, whose two print issues appeared in 1984, was revived this
year as an e-zine: www.galadarn.com/OrionsChild.html.
Random Fandom. Chris Bell has been lying low after “a fairly hefty stroke”
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in August, but assures us that she’s fully recovered.
• Martin Hoare’s Eurocon was nearly ruined by a Mongolian barbecue: “I
swallowed a piece of meat which got stuck in my oesophagus. After a very
unpleasant night it was still there leaving me in pain and unable to swallow
anything. I gave up the City of Copenhagen reception (the only free beer so
far) and got a taxi to the hospital. After many tests I was on a trolley outside
the operating theatre, where they were going to surgically extract the meat,
when they tried one more swallowing test which worked. I was really glad as
I would have been in hospital for most of the convention.” Martin advises
Ansible readers to chew every mouthful 32 times.
• Terry Jeeves is the latest recipient of SCIFI’s juried Rotsler Award for
lifetime achievement in fanzine art. [T]
More Awards. Xatafi-Cyberdark (Spain), foreign fiction: Haruki Murakami,
Kafka on the Shore.
• Delta (amateur film), Contretemps, a short Belgian fantasy directed by Jean
Luc Baillet. [SG]
• Galaxy (China) for most popular foreign author of the year: Robert Sawyer.
Court Circular. “Like a hand emerging from a freshly dug grave, enmity has
arisen in the once thought settled Harlan Ellison/Fantagraphics lawsuit ...”
(Publishers Weekly blog, 7 Sep). It’s possible to imagine that in some
alternate universe, Harlan Ellison decided that although he strongly disliked
the tone (vigorous or excessively snide, as you prefer) of Gary Groth’s
rebuttal of certain Ellison allegations, he was nevertheless required by the
terms of the settlement he’d signed to display this on his website for 30 days
– and, being a man of his word, he bit the bullet, did so, and emerged from
this affair with the maximum possible dignity. But in our timeline, the great
man balked....
Group Gropes. New Irish SF Association: White Horse pub, Burgh Quay,
Dublin. Meetings from 7pm on the first Tuesday of each month. Described as
the latest reincarnation of a long-running fan group.
Thog’s Masterclass. Ballistics Dept. “Range is about two miles but accuracy
is not exceptional above seven thousand yards.” (Philip E. High, Fugitive
from Time, 1978)
• Dept of Exotic Dressings. “Mai Valoris was waiting, her steaming lobster
warming on a portable grille, in a translucent mist of red and gold fabric
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through which he caught glimpses of her skin tints.” (Gardner F. Fox, Escape
Across the Cosmos, 1964) [AR]
• First Law Dept. “Robots were constructed with an inbuilt verboter unit,
preventing them from either doing or not doing an action that might result in
harm to a human.” (Ibid)
• Dept of Neat Tricks. “He tried to shake his head, but only his heavy jowls
moved.” (Ibid) “His voice lashed the hands of his men to fire the others.”
(Ibid) “The girl was watching Carrick biting her full lower lip.” (Ibid) “I want
them to hear I was set up from the horse’s mouth.” (dialogue from Heroes,
2007) [RR]
• Hagiography Dept. “The camerlengo is only a priest here. He is not even
canonized.” (Dan Brown, Angels & Demons, 2000) [BD]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 6 October: Talk Fest, Sutton’s Festival of the Word. Sarah Ash, Juliet
McKenna and Jessica Rydill on fantasy, Central Library, 6.30pm.
• 12 October: Brum Group, Britannia Hotel, New St, Birmingham. With
Andy Remic. 7.45pm. £3 members, £4 non-members. Contact 07845 897760
or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk.
• 13 October: Terry Pratchett signing, Forbidden Planet, 179 Shaftesbury
Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 1-2pm.
• 13 October: British Fantasy Society Open Night in York Brewery (5min
walk from York central station). 7pm. Free, but extra charge for 6.30pm
brewery tour. Attendees are asked to register:
http://www.hub-mag.co.uk/bfs
• 19 October: Guildford Book Festival. Juliet McKenna: afternoon creative
writing workshop. Mike Carey, Paul Magrs and Juliet McKenna on fantasy,
The Electric Theater, 7pm.
• 24 October: Diana Wynne Jones talks and signs at the Lilian Baylis Theatre,
Rosebery Ave, London, after the matinee performance of Black Maria (see
main event listing), which should end around 4pm. Admission free.
• 25 October: Stephen R. Donaldson talks at Waterstone’s, Broad St,
Reading. 7pm. £3 admission, redeemable against purchase of That Book.
• 27 October: Stephen R. Donaldson signing, Forbidden Planet (as above). 12pm.
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• 9 November: Brum Group, Britannia Hotel, New St, Birmingham. Quiz
night. 7.45pm. £3 members, £4 non-members. Contact 07845 897760 or
bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page. Note the new (2007)
shorter URL:
http://links.ansible.co.uk/
PFD Debacle Footnote. Though newspaper coverage glosses over mere sf
authors, here’s some background for the curious:
Times, 21 September – http://tinyurl.com/282xky
Financial Times, 22 September – http://tinyurl.com/2ohf7w
Ansible 243 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2007. Thanks to Australian SF
Bullsheet, John Birchby, Damien Broderick, Ian Covell, Bill DeSmedt, Paul
Di Filippo, Malcolm Edwards, John Eggeling, Henry Farrell, Steve Green,
Chip Hitchcock, Amanda Kear, Stephen Kilbane, David K.M. Klaus, Ursula
K. Le Guin, Monica McAbee, Joe McNally, Petrea Mitchell, Roger Perkins,
Mark Powlson, Rick Riffel, Trufen.net, Gordon Van Gelder, Peter Weston,
and our Hero Distributors: Vernon Brown (Brum), Janice Murray (NA),
SCIS, and Alan Stewart (Oz). 5 Oct 07.
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On the Beach at the Ritz
Brian Aldiss wrote to The Times about the advantages of denying that one
writes sf: “Had she [Margaret Atwood] neglected this strategy, there would
have been for her no more literary festivals, no more reviews, no more
appearances on BBC breakfast programmes. [...] It is a truth widely
acknowledged that SF is not worth consideration by sane minds.” (16
October) “Disgusted of Oxford” subsequently told Ansible: “Of course they
cut my letter. The conversation with the ignorant little baggage who does
Desert Island Discs ran as follows. She said that SF readers were nerds who
dressed badly, were poor and could not, in her elegant phrase, ‘get a woman’.
I asked, ‘How about Bill Gates?’ Her reply: ‘He’s a nerd too.’ Fortunately,
the producer was a sensible middle-aged middle-class experienced woman,
who cut out this exchange and similar insults.”
Peter Davison, regarding his “Tenth Doctor meets Fifth Doctor”
reappearance (a Doctor Who scene in the 16 November Children in Need
special), mysteriously confided: “I can feel the hand of history on my
shoulder, even if I can’t do the buttons up.” (BBC, 21 October) [PM]
Stephen King’s publishing category in Austria is “Horror, Blut und Panik”,
according to the shelving system of at least one bookshop. [RD]
Doris Lessing won the Nobel Prize for Literature, despite her unashamed
acknowledgement of having written sf; she was a guest of honour at the 1987
UK Worldcon. “The critics didn’t like my so-called ‘Science Fiction’,” she
said on Channel 4 News after the win: “They’d never come across anything
like it, they didn’t know what to make of it.... I consider it to be some of my
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best work.” [RC] US pundit Harold Bloom rose to the occasion: “... pure
political correctness. Although Ms. Lessing at the beginning of her writing
career had a few admirable qualities, I find her work for the past 15 years
quite unreadable ... fourth-rate science fiction.” (AP) The bookies’ choice for
this year’s Nobel author was Philip Roth. (BBC) On first hearing the news
from a posse of journalists lying in wait outside her home, Lessing
responded: “Oh Christ! ... I couldn’t care less.” Later: “I can’t say I’m
overwhelmed with surprise.... I’m 88 years old and they can’t give the Nobel
to someone who’s dead, so I think they were probably thinking they’d
probably better give it to me now before I’ve popped off.”
Anne McCaffrey knows how to survive conventions: “... she wears a
protective crystal under her shirt, ‘to absorb the energy; of her fans’
demands.’” (Robin Roberts, Anne McCaffrey: A Life With Dragons) [MMW]
Robert Ronson, author of a children’s sf novel called Olympic Mind Games
– set at the 2012 London Olympics – was sternly told by the Olympics 2012
committee that he wasn’t allowed to use the O-word, nor such protected
terms as “London 2012” or even just “2012”. What’s more, they complained,
“there is no such thing as Olympic mind games”. Ronson ignored this bluster
and seems to have got away with it. [FM]
J.K. Rowling surprised a Carnegie Hall audience with the news that her
Hogwarts headmaster was gay, and had been in love with his rival
Grindelwald. Fans tried hard not to remember the comment by JKR’s
character Rita Skeeter about Dumbledore and his legendary duel of magic
with that rival: “After they’ve read my book, people may be forced to
conclude that Grindelwald simply conjured a white handkerchief from the
end of his wand and came quietly.” [ML]
George Takei is an asteroid: 7307 Takei, discovered by Japanese
astronomers in April 1994 and now at last officially named. [SFS]

Conquedle
2-4 Nov • Novacon 37, Quality Hotel, Walsall. Just turn up: £42 at the door,
or day rates £12.50 Fri, £22.50 Sat, and £17.50 Sun.
9-11 Nov • Armadacon 19, Novotel, Plymouth. £30 reg; £27 concessions.
Day rates £18 (£15) Sat, £12 (£10) Sun; £5 for any evening only. Contact 20
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Pinewood Close, Plympton, Devon, PL7 2DW.
9-11 Nov • Thought Bubble aka Leeds Sequential Art Festival (comics).
Includes Comic Con in Leeds Town Hall crypt, 10:30am-5:30pm Sat 10th:
£3.50 reg, £4 at door. Advance tickets from Travelling Man shops in Leeds,
York, etc. or by phone: 0113 2243801.
9-11 Nov • Tolkien’s Birmingham, Plough and Harrow Hotel, Edgbaston,
Birmingham. Residential weekend. Cost inc food & 2 nights’ stay: £150
sharing, £190 single. Contact GilraenBham at aol dot com.
28 Nov • BSFA Open Meeting, Physics Lecture Theatre, Imperial College, 1
Prince Consort Rd, London. 7pm. With Iain Banks. Note one-off venue
change. As usual, there will be no December BSFA meeting.
20 Dec • London Open Xmas Meeting, usual venue: the Melton Mowbray,
18 Holborn, EC1N 2LE. Cellar bar booked all evening. [RN]
1-2 Mar 08 • Microcon, Exeter University. More TBA. Contact SF Soc,
Students’ Guild, Devonshire House, Stocker Rd, Exeter, EX4 4PZ.
21-24 Mar 08 • Orbital (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow,
London. £55 reg; £20 supp or junior (12-17), £5 child (5-11), £1 infant.
Contact 8 Windmill Close, Epsom, Surrey, KT17 3AL. Credit card bookings:
www.orbital2008.org.
Rumblings • Sue Donym on Octocon (Maynooth, Ireland): “About 80 people.
(Average would be 300 normally.) ... No venue or guest of honour for 2008.
Dave Lally GoH in 09, George R.R. Martin GoH in 2010. Con committee
looking for a new venue, perhaps a move back into [Dublin] city centre.
Quote of the con: ‘What’s this got to do with science fiction?’” • A 2010 Irish
Eurocon/Octocon bid was proposed by Dave Lally and Pádraig Ó Méalóid,
the latter suggesting that no other Irish con should take place that year (this
was not welcomed by Mecon, P-Con or the Octocon members present) and
that he as instigator should chair the event – conflicting somewhat with
Octocon 2010 plans, as above. There are now no Irish plans for a 2010
Eurocon bid. [JB]

Infinitely Improbable
Fifty Years On. “When Sputnik was launched [...] my friends and I already
887

knew how the future was supposed to unfold: Arthur C. Clarke (Sir Arthur
now), Robert A. Heinlein, Isaac Asimov, and Ray Bradbury, among many
others had laid it all out in stories and novels that we stole from the local drug
store: the space stations, the Moonbases and Mars colonies, the lonely
asteroid prospectors, the nuclear wars back home, the eventual dispersal of
humanity to far flung stars where Earth is only a dim legend. / The great
space visionaries like Wernher von Braun, Robert H. Goddard, Hermann
Oberth and Konstantin Tsiolkovsky, as well as the men and women of
NASA, all drank the same Kool-Aid.” (Dennis Overbye, New York Times, 25
Sep) [MMW]
Retro BSFA Award. Next year, amid the general whoopee attending the
50th anniversary of the founding of the British SF Association, an extra
BSFA award is to be presented for the best sf or fantasy novel of 1958
(including magazine serializations ending that year). Also, the on-and-off
nonfiction category is on again. Further treats are promised.
R.I.P. Marc Behm (1925-2007), US author of offbeat thrillers and coscriptwriter for Help! (1965), died on 12 July aged 82. His novel The Ice
Maiden (1983) has a vampire as its central character.
• Robert Bussard (1928-2007), US physicist whose theoretical starship drive
the Bussard Ramjet was adopted in sf by Poul Anderson, Larry Niven and
others (it even appears in Star Trek), died on 6 October. Jim Benford writes:
“I knew Bob for about 40 years. We collaborated on several fusion matters
and talked often about space propulsion. I always liked him for his open
attitudes and deep technical insight.”
• Alan Coren (1938-2007), UK humorous writer, broadcaster and former
Punch and Listener editor, died on 18 October aged 69. Several of his squibs
played with sf/fantasy tropes: his Orwell pastiche “Owing to Circumstances
Beyond Our Control 1984 Has Been Unavoidably Detained ...” (1974) made
it into an Aldiss/Harrison Year’s Best SF anthology.
• Calvin W. Demmon (1942-2007), US fan writer and journalist, died on 10
October aged 65; all sympathy to his wife India. Robert Lichtman introduced
him to fanzines when they were both 16: “In short order he became one of
fandom’s premier humorists, inventing a form of whimsical short story he
called the ‘Biffable’ (because he referred to himself as ‘Calvin W. “Biff”
Demmon’) which he published in his fanzine, Skoan (for ‘some kind of a
nut’). He went on to sell seven short sf stories (to F&SF, Amazing and
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Fantastic) and a career in journalism.”
• Deborah Kerr (1921-2007), UK actress who starred in the chillers The
Innocents (1961, based on The Turn of the Screw) and Eye of the Devil
(1966), died on 16 October; she was 86. [SG]
• Hank Reinhardt, long-time US fan (Southern Fandom, SCA) and medieval
arms and armour expert, died on 30 October aged 73. [GHL] With Gerald W.
Page he co-edited the 1979 anthology Heroic Fantasy.
• Simeon Shoul, regular reviewer for Infinity Plus, died unexpectedly on 16
October. [KB]
As We See Us. “Mastermind, September: one contestant’s subject was David
Eddings. Under John Humphries’ probing interrogation, she admitted: ‘It’s
not great literature, it’s not Lord of the Rings.’” [DG]
Futurology Corner. Serious Nonfiction Dept: “In 1970 there will be hardly
any natural oil left and the coal deposits will probably be reserved for the
chemical industries that need them much more than anybody else.” (Willy
Ley, Astounding, January 1938) [PDF]
Plagiarism! David Gemmell (1948-2006) has been plagiarized. At first the
culprit seemed to be US writer Lanaia Lee – real name Mary Kellis – whose
forthcoming novel Of Atlantis had a prologue virtually identical to chapter 1
of Gemmell’s Dark Prince (1993); characters are renamed, though at one
point an original name slipped through. In fact, despite her mysterious
reluctance to remove the text from websites when its origin was revealed, Lee
was apparently a victim here. Her agent Cheryl Pillsbury takes fees from
authors for the not very taxing effort of placing books with vanity presses;
Lee also paid hefty sums for the notoriously dodgy UK “literary agent”
Christopher Hill to ghostwrite parts of her novel, and eventually received a
hasty retyping of Gemmell. In her own words from her website, “I write
because I feel each person has something unique to share with the world and
writing is my gift to share.” Repeatedly demanding sympathy because she
has suffered strokes and uses a wheelchair, Lee shifted position from “Of
Atlantis is totally mine. I have the original manuscript, and witnesses to my
work.” to “When I first started Of Atlantis, I hire a ghost writer Christopher
Hill. I see what he did now ...” Online discussion of all this at Dear Author,
Making Light and Writer Beware led Lee and Pillsbury to issue threats of
reprisals including – in Pillsbury’s case – legal action for “deformation of
character and slander” and fearful Wiccan curses. As Jane Little of Dear
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Author remarked, “it is hard to feel sorry for someone who is threatening me
with lawsuits and boils.” Lee has since reworked Of Atlantis to eliminate
what was presumably the good part. But that prologue remained a close
paraphrase of Dark Prince; outlines of further chapters, allegedly provided by
Hill and proudly posted online by Lee, are littered with Gemmell’s
characters, settings and plot turns. Oh dear.
Ghastly Fates. David Brin, who lives in the South California area ravaged by
wildfires, was forced like many others to evacuate; happily his house was
spared. [MMW]
• Phil Foglio’s comic Xxenophile (1991) is listed among porn seized by the
Canadian Border Services Agency in the third quarter of 2007. [DKMK]
• Jon Langford, my little rock star brother, celebrated his 50th birthday last
month.
• Barry N. Malzberg tripped and fractured his pelvis in three places; though
suffering great discomfort, he’s mobile and on the mend. [MR/PDF]
• Marion van der Voort was in hospital for most of October with “pneumonia
and some other problems”. [KFS]
• Ian Whates is the new editor of the BSFA’s news (or as they’ve taken to
subtitling it, media) magazine Matrix. Contact 41 Wheatsheaf Rd, Alconbury
Weston, Cambs, PE28 4LF.
As Others See (Some) SF. Paul Grimstad of The Brooklyn Rail defines a
whole new subgenre: “Avant-pop does not shy away from the immediacy of
the mainstream hit, and insists on hooks at their most puerile and perverse.
AP does not feel the need to deform catchiness into a grimace [...] but rather
re-sequences the Legos of song structure, so that (a) none of the charm of the
tune is lost, but (b) this very ‘accessibility’ leads one to bump into weirder
elements welded into the design. Accordingly, AP does not translate into
mere complexity (though it can be complex), and its most memorable effects
are often the results of blunt simplicity Also: AP need not be confined to
music – Raymond Chandler, William S. Burroughs, and Philip K. Dick are
totally AP, as are Jean-Pierre Melville, Star Wars, and David Lynch. The
gastronomic equivalent of the AP is a whole pack of SweeTarts washed down
with an ice-cold Canada Dry seltzer water.” (September 2007) [ND]
Outraged Letters. Andy Cox rebuts my foolish A243 guess that the eyecatching splash title of his renamed magazine Black Static is in 8-point type:
“9.5 pt actually. You wait, soon everybody will be doing it!”
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• Richard E. Geis: “Thanks for Thog’s Eyeballs which dredged a forbidden
memory of a passage from one of my very early novels: ‘His eyes lingered on
her naked breasts and feasted on her swelling nipples.’ An L.A. fan brought it
to my attention. Naturally I killed him.”
• Kip Williams channels Jeanette Winterson: “I enjoyed the latest issue, and
the note about Ms Le Guin. / Of course, though, this is not a letter of
comment. Please make no mistake, though it is a letter and it comments (see
above), it is not one of those shallow ‘gosh-wow Flash Gordon’ LoCs that
dwell tediously on the minutiae of ... I don’t know ... margins or staples or
something. No, it deals fearlessly with real human issues and emotions,
using, perhaps, some elements also found in letters of comment, but in a
much more real and relevant and humanly worthwhile sort of way. / I could
go on about the differences between this and letters of comment, but as I
haven’t really read any, I can only presume that I am blazing new trails in
literature with this humble missive, which owes nothing to anything that has
come before. Behold the future! / Well, I’ll let you get back to your letters of
comment now. I expect they must seem silly and shallow to you now, but
carry on.”
More Awards. Gaylactic Spectrum: Hal Duncan, Vellum.
• Aeon (short by new author, to appear in Albedo One): Nina Allan,
“Angelus”.
• WSFA Small Press: Peter S. Beagle “El Regalo” (The Line Between).
The Realms of Fantasy. Joe McNally writes: “You’d think Disney would
learn after the ‘mountains of Norfolk’ howler in Reign Of Fire, but no. Their
recent tv movie Twitches 2 features twin teenage witches who divide their
time between our world and their original home in the magical kingdom of ...
Coventry. This makes the official movie site particularly hilarious: ‘For
twenty-one years the magical kingdom of Coventry battled the forces of
Darkness ...’, ‘In the Earth dimension, Alex is a serious college student
majoring in English Literature, with a flair for writing and a cute new guy
friend, Marcus. In Coventry, she’s a princess ...’ &c.” Somehow I doubt this
is a deliberate homage to the Coventry role-playing game that was all the
rage among US fans of the late 1950s and early 1960s (see Harry Warner’s A
Wealth of Fable).
C.o.A. Little Brown Book Group (including the Orbit and Atom sf imprints),
100 Victoria Embankment, London, EC4Y 0DY.
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As Nobel Winners See Us. Harvey Blume: “You got savaged when you
started writing your series of science fiction novels. John Leonard, in the New
York Times, wrote about The Making of the Representative for Planet 8, that,
‘One of the many sins for which the 20th century will be held accountable is
that it has discouraged Mrs. Lessing.... She now propagandizes on behalf of
our insignificance in the cosmicrazzmatazz.’ He felt you had ceased to care.”
Doris Lessing: “What they didn’t realize was that in science fiction is some
of the best social fiction of our time. I also admire the classic sort of science
fiction, like Blood Music, by Greg Bear. He’s a great writer.” (The Boston
Book Review, 1998)
Magazine Scene. Warren Ellis posted the sf magazines’ monthly circulation
figures from the end of 2006, as reported in the new Year’s Best SF
anthology ed. Gardner Dozois. Asimov’s: 15,117 subscription (13% down
since 2005), no newsstand sales figure. Analog: 23,732 sub, 4,587 newsstand
(7.3% down). F&SF: 14,575 sub 3,691 newsstand (< 1% down). Interzone
circulation is said to be in the 2,000-3,000 range.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Evolutionary Theory. “It will be interesting to
see whether Nature perpetrates the dinosauer [sic] and marsupial blunders
again, or whether she’s learned by experience.” • “We can trace how the
vegetable became animal, but nobody’s yet discovered what impulse makes
the mineral organic.” (Clive Trent [Victor Rousseau Emanuel], “Human
Pyramid”, Spicy-Adventure Stories, April 1941) [DL]
• Metaphor Dept. “When I heard you’d freed yourself, I put out the
breadcrumbs and waited for the wolf to come knocking.” (dialogue from
Smallville, Oct 2007) [DG]
• Dept of Er Um. “I could see from the crown of the hill where I stood that
the city was dead. There was no sign of life in it. The people of Palmira’s
kaygan could be seen, moving slowly and steadily along its streets.” (Gardner
F. Fox, Escape Across the Cosmos, 1964) [AR]
• Eyeballs in the Sky. “Her eyes ... rolled a little in her sweet face, wildly, as
if she had lost all control over their muscles. Her eyes rolled with insane
movement and then went backward.” (Ibid)
• Tom Swifties Dept. “... the wetlanders, he thought dryly ...” “‘I’ll have
Somara send for some water,’ he said drily.” (Robert Jordan, Lord of Chaos,
1994) [CL]
• Dept of Time Units. “... modify the laser, he told himself. Get its pulses
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down into the petasecond range. The shorter the pulses, the more power in
each pulse.” (Ben Bova, The Aftermath, 2007; as any fule kno, 1 petasecond
is nearly 32 million years)
• Gutsy Simile Dept. “The thought felt like a tapeworm lodged in the gut of
his mind.” (Brian Ruckley, Winterbirth, 2007) [PP]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 9 November: Brum Group, Britannia Hotel, New St, Birmingham. Quiz
night. 7.45pm. £3 members, £4 non-members. Contact 07845 897760 or
bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk.
• 2 December: Steve Aylett performs at the Troy Club, CROBAR, Manette
Street, Soho, London (near Foyles). 7.30pm-ish.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page. Note the new (2007)
shorter URL:
http://links.ansible.co.uk/
Blurbismo. Robert Day muses on the imagination’s boundless horizons.
“From The Bookseller, 21 September: ‘Agent Julia Churchill and Macmillan
editor Emma Young have closed a two book deal [...] The Mapmaker’s
Apprentice is the first in a fantasy adventure for readers aged eight and above.
Young says: “Think Shrek meets Pirates of the Caribbean – we’ve never
come across anything quite as exciting and imaginative.”’ Except Shrek and
Pirates of the Caribbean, perhaps?”
Still More BSFA. Plans to move all the BSFA websites to a single server led
to difficulties with hosts who wanted money to release the domains matrixmagazine.co.uk and vector-magazine.co.uk – both now showing
placeholder/cybersquatter pages. Instead, see ...
http://www.bsfa.co.uk
http://www.matrixmagazine.co.uk
http://www.vectormagazine.co.uk
UFO Politics. Readers of Shirley MacLaine’s latest work of fantasy, SageIng While Age-Ing, were fascinated to learn that US politician Dennis
Kucinich allegedly “had a close sighting over my home in Graham,
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Washington, when I lived there [...] Dennis found his encounter extremely
moving. The smell of roses drew him out to my balcony where, when he
looked up, he saw a gigantic triangular craft, silent, and observing him. / It
hovered, soundless, for 10 minutes or so, and sped away with a speed he
couldn’t comprehend. He said he felt a connection in his heart and heard
directions in his mind.” (The Plain Dealer, Cleveland OH, 23 October) [TW]
Ansible 244 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2007. Thanks to Jim Benford,
Keith Brooke, James Brophy, Ric Cooper, Robert Day, Paul Di Filippo,
Noreen Doyle, David Goldfarb, David Garnett, Steve Green, David K.M.
Klaus, Denny Lien, Guy H. Lillian, Christodoulos Litharis, Making Light,
Farah Mendlesohn, Petrea Mitchell, Robert Newman, Paul Parsons, Mike
Resnick, Adam Roberts, SF Site, Ken Slater, Taras Wolansky, Martin Morse
Wooster, and our Hero Distributors: Vernon Brown (Birmingham Science
Fiction Group), Janice Murray (North America), SCIS/Prophecy, and Alan
Stewart (Terra Australis Incognita). 1 Nov 07.
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Land of the Buried Sun
Mike Ashley on that supposed autobiography Hugo Gernsback: A Man Well
Ahead of His Time, recently published by Larry Steckler (see A241):
“Steckler promotes the book as a long-lost autobiography by Gernsback, but
the more I’ve looked into it the more certain I am that it is no such thing. The
book’s actually a fairly complicated hotchpotch of pieces about Gernsback by
various hands, including Robert Lowndes, none of it duly credited; such stuff
that is by Gernsback comprises various articles by him reprinted from old
magazines, and so nothing new. I go into a lot of detail about all of this, along
with how my suspicions were aroused and how I discovered what it really
was, in an extended review of the book which will appear in the next issue of
Foundation. As a consequence, Steckler has agreed to repackage the book
and hopefully correct the errors that he had perpetuated in the text.”
Michael Chabon was interviewed by Julie Phillips, biographer of James
Tiptree Jr, who asked: “Do you think you will ever really break into science
fiction? Or are you doomed to keep coming back to literature?” MC: “As for
science fiction, it is literature, as you very well know, dear lady. The gates
between the kingdoms are infinitely wide and always open!” (Washington
Post Book World, 4 November) [KM]
Harlan Ellison is hopping mad, again, having heard the rumours that J.J.
Abrams’s new Star Trek film (please imagine a spoiler warning here) will
involve time travel arranged by the Guardian of Forever, as first introduced in
HE’s “The City on the Edge of Forever”. Ellison expostulates: “... ‘City’ and
all its elements EXCEPT specific Star Trek characters, belong to Harlan Ellison
– author of that much-lauded episode – by terms of the Separation of Rights
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clause of the Writers Guild’s Minimum Basic Agreement (MBA), and if Mr.
Abrams – with whom I’m currently on strike – or anyone else, at Paramount
or elsewhere, thinks they’re going to use MY creations – whether the City, the
Guardians, Sister Edith Keeler, or any other elements CREATED BY HARLAN
ELLISON ... they had damned well better lose the unilateral arrogance, get in
touch with me, or my agent, Marty Shapiro, and be prepared to pay for the
privilege of mining the lode I own.” [12 November] Cinemablend.com notes
that the Guardian has been repeatedly used in ST novels and comics, and that
Paramount surely wouldn’t allow its inclusion if legal trouble was likely to
ensue. Also, of course, the rumour may be false.
Rose Fox is not afraid to brag: “as of 19 November, I am the Science
Fiction/Fantasy/Horror reviews editor at Publishers Weekly. Peter Cannon,
my predecessor, remains at PW and is handling mystery and thriller
reviews.... I am pleased as the proverbial punch.”
Terry Pratchett is alive and well: “One of the most astonishing things about
going along to the Washington Literary Festival last month was meeting the
children’s writer Jacqueline Wilson, an old friend, in the hotel lift when we
were all shiny and scrubbed up for the big dinner in the Library of Congress.
Once at the do in that lovely building, we of course gravitated to the bar,
though come to think of it the bar seemed to gravitate toward me, and were
shortly surprised to hear a voice telling us to put down our glasses and head
off to the theatre in the same building. Put down your glasses.... So unlike the
homelife of our own dear publishing industry.” (8 November)

Conspue
7 Dec • British Fantasy Society open night, Devereux pub, Essex St, off
Strand, London. 6.30pm onwards. All welcome. [Two corrections here. First,
I typoed 8 Dec rather than 7 Dec. Second, although the BFS website has
consistently announced the Devereux venue – at least up to 2 December – I’m
told by the BFS webmaster (!) that I should have known it was really at: Ye
Olde Cocke Tavern, 22 Fleet Street, London, EC4Y 1AA, in the upstairs bar
from 6pm onwards.]
20 Dec • London Open Xmas Meeting, usual venue: the Melton Mowbray,
18 Holborn, EC1N 2LE. Cellar bar booked all evening. [RN]
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23 Feb 08 • Picocon 24, Imperial College Union, London. 10am-7pm/8pm.
GoH Paul Cornell, Cory Doctorow, Liz Williams. £8 reg, £6 concessions, £4
ICFS members. Contact ICSF, Beit Quad, Prince Consort Road, London,
SW7 2BB.
1-2 Mar 08 • Microcon, Exeter University. More TBA. Contact SF Soc,
Students’ Guild, Devonshire House, Stocker Rd, Exeter, EX4 4PZ.
21-24 Mar 08 • Orbital (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow,
London. £55 reg; £20 supp or junior (12-17), £5 child (5-11), £1 infant.
Contact 8 Windmill Close, Epsom, Surrey, KT17 3AL. Credit card bookings:
www.orbital2008.org.
20-22 Jun 08 • SF Foundation Masterclass, announced for University
College, Dublin, but moved owing to SFRA event changes (below): Kitap
Evi Café & Bookshop, Tottenham High St (Seven Sisters tube); “the
James/Mendlesohn collection of critical works will be available, and will be
supplemented by a visit to the famous Clute Cellar.” 9am-7pm daily. £170
reg. Applications by 31 January, to be approved by committee. Contact Farah
Mendlesohn: farah dot sf at gmail dot com or 23 Ranelagh Road, London,
N17 6XY.
24-27 Jun 08 • SF Research Association conference; announced for Trinity
College, Dublin, Ireland. Owing to the disastrous dollar exchange rate, this
event is being relocated to the USA – new venue TBA. Contact Adam Frisch:
adam dot frisch at briarcliff dot edu.
26-29 Jun 08 • ConRunner 2008 (conrunning), Britannia Hotel,
Wolverhampton. £30 reg rising to £35 after 31 Dec. £50 at door. Day rate
£25. Contact 56 Jackmans Place, Letchworth G.C., Herts, SG6 1RH.
6-10 Aug 08 • Denvention 3 (66th Worldcon), Denver, CO, USA. $175 reg,
$45 child, $40 supporting; site selection voters $135 (child/supp free). New
rates from 1 Jan to 10 Jul: $200 reg, $50 child or supp. Contact Denvention,
PO Box 1349, Denver, CO 80201, USA.
29-30 Aug 08 • Mecon 11/Unicon 22, Queen’s University Belfast Student’s
Union. GoH TBA. £15 reg; £10 concessions; £5 supp. Cheques to “QUB SciFi Society”. Contact 115 Malone Road, Belfast, BT9 6SP.
5-7 Sep 08 • ZombieCon (in the vein of Aliens Stole My Handbag, Damn
Fine Con and They Came And Shaved Us), Bentley, Walsall. Guests TBA.
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£40 reg until the end of Eastercon; then £45 until 31 August; £50 at the door
(places not guaranteed; numbers are limited). Parent/guardian consent
required for under-18s. Contact 54 Bridge Rd, Uxbridge, Middlesex, UB8
2QP; ZombieConUK at yahoo dot com.
Sep/Oct 08 • Fantasycon 2008, date/venue TBA: “mid September to mid
October”. £25 reg (apparently for anyone) to 31 Dec; then £45 (BFS
members £40) to 31 Jun 08; then £55 (£50). Supp or day rate £25. Contact 3
Tamworth Close, Lower Earley, Reading, RG6 4EQ.
11-12 Oct 08 • NewCon 4, The Fishmarket, Bradshaw Street, Northampton,
NN1 2HL. GoH Iain M. Banks, Ken MacLeod, Storm Constantine, Paul
Cornell. £30 reg (BSFA members £25), rising to £40 (£35) after Easter. £10
supporting; £20 per day. Contact 16 Albany Road, Northampton, NN1 5LZ.
18-19 Oct 08 • Octocon, Ireland. Further details TBA.
7-9 Nov 08 • Armadacon 20, Novotel, Plymouth. Details TBA.
14-16 Nov 08 • Novacon 38, Quality Hotel, Bentley, Walsall. GoH Ian R.
MacLeod. £36 reg, until Eastercon 2008. Contact 379 Myrtle Road,
Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
Rumblings • BSFA London Meeting cancelled as usual in December.

Infinitely Improbable
The Way We Live Now. Radio Clyde Breakfast Show presenter: “What
famous detective features in the Agatha Christie novel The Hound of the
Baskervilles?” Contestant: “Is it Harry Potter?” (Private Eye, 23 Nov)
More SFWA Uproar. “SFWA attempts to commit public suicide” is Charles
Stross’s caption to a fiery weblog post about the return of the e-piracy
committee (suspended after a perceived PR disaster; see A242) under a new
name. Despite the urgings of an exploratory committee on which Charlie
served, this “copyright committee” is headed by its controversial former
chair, Andrew Burt. Much on-line gibbering ensued.
Awards. World Fantasy. Novel: Gene Wolfe, Soldier of Sidon. Novella:
Jeffrey Ford, “Botch Town”. Short: M. Rickert, “Journey into the Kingdom”.
Anthology: Ellen Datlow & Terri Windling, ed., Salon Fantastique.
898

Collection: M. Rickert, Map of Dreams. Artist: Shaun Tan.
Special/Professional: Ellen Asher. Special/Non-Professional: Gary K. Wolfe.
• International Horror Guild. Novel: Conrad Williams, The Unblemished.
Long Fiction: Norman Partridge “Dark Harvest”. Mid-Length: Paul Finch,
“The Old North Road”. Short: Stephen Gallagher, “The Box”. Collection
(tie): Terry Dowling, Basic Black; Glen Hirshberg, American Morons.
Anthology: William Sheehan & Bill Schafer, ed., Lords of the Razor.
Periodical: Subterranean Non-Fiction: S.T. Joshi, ed., Icons of Horror and
the Supernatural. Illustrated Narrative: Lewis Trondheim, A.L.I.E.E.N. Art
(tie): Aeron Alfrey, Exhibits from the Imaginary Museum; John Picacio,
Cover Story: The Art of John Picacio.
Eco-Awareness Masterclass. “Several million tons of the Martian topsoil
had been ferried in as ballast some fifty years earlier, when it was feared that
the continuous firing of planetary probes and space vehicles, and the
transportation of bulk stores and equipment to Mars, would fractionally lower
the gravitational mass of the Earth and bring it into a tighter orbit around the
Sun. Although the distance involved would be little more than a few
millimetres, and barely raise the temperature of the atmosphere, its
cumulative effects over an extended period might have resulted in a loss into
space of the tenuous layers of the outer atmosphere, and of the radiological
veil which alone made the biosphere habitable.” (J.G. Ballard, “The Cage of
Sand”, 1962) [RM]
R.I.P. Sidney Coleman (1937-2007), leading US theoretical physicist once
active in sf fandom, died on 18 November aged 70. He co-founded the
specialist press Advent: Publishers in the mid-1950s and reviewed books for
F&SF in the 1970s. Gregory Benford writes: “Sid was so much – physicist,
raconteur, world traveler – and he gave much to science fiction. His teenage
toils for Advent: Publishers supported a scrupulous, ambitious role for fans in
holding the field to its standards.”
• Peter Haining (1940-2007), UK author and editor best known for some 150
anthologies of supernatural, horror, fantasy, sf and crime, died unexpectedly
on 19 November. He was 67. [MA] He also published many single-author
collections and scores of nonfiction titles (e.g. several volumes about Doctor
Who), and ghost-edited anthologies for Peter Cushing and Alfred Hitchcock.
His family announced that he died “doing what he loved – playing football
and wearing his Arsenal shirt.”
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• Colin Kapp (1928-2007), UK author and electronics worker fondly
remembered for the quirky puzzle-stories collected as The Unorthodox
Engineers (1979), died on 3 August. His sf career begin in 1958 in New
Worlds, which serialized his first novel The Dark Mind (1964; US title
Transfinite Man); further novels included The Patterns of Chaos (1972) and
The Wizard of Anharitte (1973). Kapp was professional GoH at the 1980 UK
Eastercon, where he famously delivered his speech in a spacesuit.
• Verity Lambert (1935-2007), UK tv/film producer who debuted with the
first series of Doctor Who (from 1963), died on 22 November; she was 71.
Other genre work included Adam Adamant Lives (1966), Quatermass (1979),
Morons from Outer Space (1985) and a 1999 return to Doctor Who. She
received the OBE in 2002.
• Ira Levin (1929-2007), US novelist whose best known works of horror and
sf – Rosemary’s Baby (1967), The Stepford Wives (1972) and The Boys from
Brazil (1976) – were all filmed, died on 12 November at the age of 78. A
further sf novel is his dystopian This Perfect Day (1970).
• Norman Mailer (1923-2007), celebrated US novelist who twice won the
Pulitzer prize, died on 10 November; he was 84. Much of his later work has
various fantastic elements, most strikingly in the ancient-Egyptian
posthumous fantasy Ancient Evenings (1983).
• Jerzy Peterkiewicz (1916-2007), Polish-born novelist, poet and translator
who wrote the afterlife fantasy The Quick and the Dead (1961) and the sf
Inner Circle (1966), died on 26 October aged 91. [DP]
As Others Judge Us. The sinister evidence against a US teenager convicted
of plotting a school massacre included not only printed images of guns “from
the Internet” but what police described as a “devil worshipping book titled
Necronomicon.” (Boston Globe, 13 Nov) [PDF]
Bad Sex Awards. The Literary Review’s uncoveted honour went to the late
Norman Mailer for a tasty evocation of oral sex in his last novel The Castle in
the Forest, where the relevant male organ is “soft as a coil of excrement”.
Jeanette Winterson received an honourable mention for “silicon-lined
vaginas” in an episode of steamy robot sex from her novel which is most
definitely not sf, The Stone Gods. (Guardian, 28 Nov) [SG]
More Legal Toils. J.K. Rowling approved legal action by Warner Bros
against the prospective publishers of a print version of Steve Vander Ark’s
on-line Harry Potter Lexicon. A New York judge granted a restraining order
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against RDR Books on 8 November, blocking publication until at least
February. JKR: “Given my past good relations with the Lexicon fansite, I can
only feel sad and disillusioned that this is where we have ended up.” Merely
annotating Harry Potter characters, locations, spells and so on seems
legitimate enough; but the Lexicon website contains a vast amount of direct
quotation from the novels, which (though winked at in a web-only resource
which even Rowling has said she finds highly useful) surely goes beyond the
rule-of-thumb limits for fair use in print. RDR haven’t helped their case by
refusing to provide Warner’s lawyers with the text intended for publication,
merely indicating that it would be a “verbatim” copy of the website. This in
turn caused a stir among contributors of additional essays to the on-line
Lexicon, who inferred – wrongly, it seems – that all their work was to be
included without permission in the printed book. What a mess.
Fanfundery. TAFF: Chris Garcia won the eastbound TransAtlantic Fan Fund
race with a clear majority of the 174 votes cast, and will travel to Britain for
Orbital, the 2008 Eastercon. The other contenders were Chris Barkley, Linda
Deneroff and Christian McGuire.
Outraged Letters. Everyone pounced on the A244 “Sue Donym” suggestion
that Octocon numbers dropped suddenly from 300 to 80. The latter is OK for
2007, but the 300-ish peak was years ago in a city-centre venue: 100-150 is
now typical.
• Lise Eisenberg on Hank Reinhardt’s death: “You might want to add that he
was married to Toni Weisskopf, also a US fan, as well as publisher/editor of
Baen Books. It’s sad news all around.”
• David Garnett grumbles that an sf-themed Open Book (BBC Radio 4)
featured presenter Mariella Frostrup dismissing the genre as “littered with
strange creatures and robots that do funny things” while the guest expert
complained of “beards, T-shirts with unamusing slogans and real ale”. The
latter, mind you, may possibly count as fair comment.
• Omega on the magical fantasy kingdom of Coventry (see A244): “Reminds
me of the Space: 1999 episode ‘Rules of Luton’.”
Futurology Corner. “If we could have devised an arrangement for providing
everybody with music in their homes, perfect in quality, unlimited in
quantity, suited to every mood and beginning and ceasing at will, we should
have considered the limit of human felicity already attained.” (Edward
Bellamy, Looking Backward, 1888)
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Still More Awards. Novas (fan), presented at Novacon 37 last month:
fanzine, Prolapse ed. Peter Weston; fanwriter, Mark Plummer; fanartist,
Alison Scott; special best fan award, Peter Weston.
As Others Used To See Us. S.I. Hayakawa on the failure of the Ford Edsel:
“The trouble with selling symbolic gratification via such expensive items ...
is the competition offered by much cheaper forms of symbolic gratification,
such as ‘Playboy’ (fifty cents a copy), ‘Astounding Science Fiction’ (thirtyfive cents a copy), and television (free).” (1958; cited by George F. Will,
Washington Post, September 2007) [AL]
Magazine Scene. Fantasy Magazine (from Prime Books) has dropped its
print edition and continues exclusively on-line, though co-editor Sean
Wallace promises occasional print anthologies of its best fiction.
• Dragon magazine (Hasbro/Wizards of the Coast), likewise digital-only in
its latest incarnation, is again open to fantasy fiction submissions – but
beware. For just 3¢-6¢ per word they want it all, forever: “once your contract
is signed, we’ll own all rights in your submission.” [JS]
C.o.A. Howard Waldrop, 2900 Pinecrest Dr, Austin, TX 78757, USA. N. Lee
Wood is now living in Auckland, New Zealand.
The Dead Past. When the Guardian/Observer archives went on line with
temporary free access, David Pringle was quick to track down the first ever
mention of J.G. Ballard – in 1956, as a runner-up (along with Gavin Ewart) in
a competition to parody regular Observer features. JGB won a princely £10
for his spoof of the “Crime Ration” review column, then being written by
Maurice (The Exploits of Engelbrecht) Richardson.
Secrets of the Old Ones. Philip José Farmer and Ken Slater both plan to
celebrate their 90th birthdays in January 2008.
Thog’s Masterclass. Eyeballs in the Sky. “The porcine little eyes widened
just a bit and then settled elastically back to half-mast.” (Jeff Somers, The
Electric Church, 2007) [TL]
• Eternity Isn’t What It Used To Be Dept. “Even Eternal Wanderings must
come to an end.” (Lavie Tidhar, Hebrew Punk, 2007) [AR]
• Dept of Relativity. “It had been known, of course, that, at the speed of light,
time ran backward. But nobody had made any practical application of the
theory until Johnson found that, beyond the speed of light, one got into the
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time-drift, so that you could sit still and let space come to you.” (Clive Trent
[Victor Rousseau], “Human Pyramid”, Spicy-Adventure Stories, April 1941)
[DL]
• Evocative Cough Dept. “Damiano followed, out of the sunshine and into
damp, odorous shadow, and as the chill patted his face, there came a cough
out of the alley: a cough rich, phlegmy and spineless.” (R.A. MacAvoy,
Damiano’s Lute, 1984) [BA]
• Dept of Ecodomy. “‘Yes, ecology!’ Merrivale made the word sound as
though he wanted it to rhyme with sodomy.” (Frank Herbert, Hellstrom’s
Hive, 1972) [AR]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 2 December: Steve Aylett performs at the Troy Club, CROBAR, Manette
Street, Soho, London (near Foyles). 7.30pm-ish.
• 8 December: Charles Stross signing at Forbidden Planet, 179 Shaftesbury
Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 1-2pm.
• 13 December: Christopher Fowler signing at Forbidden Planet as above. 67pm.
• 11 January 2008: Brum Group, Britannia Hotel, New St, Birmingham.
night. 7.45pm. AGM and Auction. Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at
yahoo co uk. (The 7 December meeting is the group’s Xmas party at a
different venue, by ticket only.)
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page. Note the new (2007)
shorter URL:
http://links.ansible.co.uk/
Irish Eurocon? Following the overly condensed coverage in A244, I’m told
that although a 2011 rather than 2010 bid would be possible, no Irish
convention currently has any plans to bid for a Eurocon. Or, indeed, for the
UK Eastercon (which would be an interesting first). [BM/JB]
Yet Another Strange Voyages Update. Owing to the US dollar’s decline,
this 1200-page CD-ROM collection of Mike Glicksohn’s legendary fanzines
Energumen and Xenium (plus other writing, an interview, etc.) now costs $20
post free in North America. UK/Aussie buyers should add $2 overseas
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postage; $1 from each sale goes to TAFF. Send either US or Canadian dollars
to Taral Wayne, 245 Dunn Ave, Apt 2111, Toronto, Ontario, M6K 1S6,
Canada.
Peter Haining. From widely circulated family email: “There will be a
celebration of Peter’s life at midday on Thursday 6th December. This will be
at Colney Wood Burial Park, Watton Road, Colney, Norwich NR4 7TY, tel
01603 811556 ...”
http://www.woodlandburialparks.co.uk
“Family flowers only but donations can made if you like to
www.treehouse.org.uk .This is Arsenal’s charity of the year supporting
autistic children, Peter having an autistic son and grandson. / Please wear
dark suits but loud shirts!”
As Others Don’t See Us. Christopher Priest belatedly discovered that his
1981 novel The Affirmation was the official inspiring theme of a London art
exhibition running from 6 November to 15 December. No one involved with
this had bothered to inform or invite the mere author.
http://www.chelseaspace.org/
Editorial. Traditional Christmas and New Year greetings to you all!
Ansible 245 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2007. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Mike Ashley, James Bacon, Paul Di Filippo, David Garnett, Steve Green,
Tony Lee, Denny Lien, Andrew Love, Kyle McAbee, Richard Mason, Brian
Macken, David Pringle, Adam Roberts, John Scalzi, and our Hero
Distributors: Vernon Brown (Birmingham SF Group), Janice Murray (North
America), SCIS/Prophecy, and Alan Stewart (Australia). Merry Christmas! 1
Dec 07.

904

2008

905

Ansible 246, January 2008
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU. Web
news.ansible.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X
(e). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Sue Mason. Available for SAE or the
casebook of Bulent Hellbag.

The Names of the Ponds
Douglas Adams has inspired a US fan campaign to rename 42nd Avenue in
Portland, Oregon, as Douglas Adams Boulevard. (The Register)
Arthur C. Clarke celebrated his 90th birthday on 16 December. He
announced three birthday wishes: for world adoption of cleaner energy
sources, evidence of alien life, and lasting peace in Sri Lanka. One week later
the New York Times magazine ran a full-page ad for something called the
TurboChef Speedcook Oven, with a headline beginning: “It’s been said, ‘Any
sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic.’ ...” This
timely quotation was not credited. [JDB]
Harlan Ellison’s wrath – at net rumours that the new Star Trek film will use
characters he invented for “City at the Edge of Forever” – was misplaced.
(See Ansible 245.) He’s been reassured, and others have confirmed, that the
story is false. Our correspondent Una Tribble has a theory of its origin: “My
sources tell me the Guardian of Forever prop seen on the Paramount lot is not
in fact for the new film but the new Star Trek tour that’s recently been pressreleased over on Startrek.com.”
Simon R. Green’s latest novel had to be changed: “It was originally called
Just Another Damned Hero, but the publishers said it couldn’t be called that,
because none of the book chains in the US would accept a book title that had
the word ‘damned’ in it. Really. In this day and age. So, the book now has a
new title: Just Another Judgement Day.” Perhaps this is why Tim LaHaye’s
“Left Behind” series wasn’t rapturously entitled “You’re All Damned, Ha Ha,
Except For Some Of My Buddies.”
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Doris Lessing was quizzed again about her sf, and mentioned hearing from
Some Of Us since the Nobel win: “I had a wonderful letter from the science
fiction people, which was absolutely charming of them, because I’ve always
been just a little bit difficult for them. They said ... so glad your novels have
won: we don’t know if you’re ahead of us or we’re ahead of you, or words to
this effect, and that was very sweet.” (Mark Lawson interview, BBC Radio 4
Front Row, 10 December) [RC] I wonder who those mystery well-wishers
could have been....
Ian McKellen had top billing in the UK New Year honours, as a Companion
of Honour. The 97-page list included only five goodies for services to
literature. Children’s author Jacqueline Wilson, who has published at least
one supernatural novel, was upgraded from OBE to Dame CBE; and
historical novelist Peter Vansittart, whose early utopian novels earned him an
SF Encyclopedia entry, received the OBE.
Terry Pratchett sent an email circular: “I would have liked to keep this one
quiet for a little while, but because of upcoming conventions and of course
the need to keep my publishers informed, it seems to me unfair to withhold
the news. I have been diagnosed with a very rare form of early onset
Alzheimer’s, which lay behind this year’s phantom ‘stroke’. / We are taking
it fairly philosophically down here and possibly with a mild optimism. [...]
All other things being equal, I expect to meet most current and, as far as
possible, future commitments but will discuss things with the various
organisers. Frankly, I would prefer it if people kept things cheerful, because I
think there’s time for at least a few more books yet :o). / PS: I would just like
to draw attention to everyone reading the above that this should be
interpreted as ‘I am not dead’. I will, of course, be dead at some future point,
as will everybody else. For me, this [is] maybe further off than you think –
it’s too soon to tell. I know it’s a very human thing to say ‘Is there anything I
can do’, but in this case I would only entertain offers from very high end
experts in brain chemistry.” [11 December] Fingers fervently crossed, mate.
Later: “Well, that was a weird few weeks. Not unpleasant, but kind of odd,
like being a guest at one’s own wake. We couldn’t ring out on the phones and
the mail boxes just went crazy; Rob thinks there were around 40,000 contacts
all told. Lots of helpful advice and informed suggestions, though; a strategy
is unfolding.” [29 December]
Brandon Sanderson, the US fantasy novelist, has been chosen by the late
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Robert Jordan’s wife and editor Harriet Popham Rigney to complete the final
novel in the stupefyingly popular “Wheel of Time” fantasy series. Jordan’s
own title for this is A Memory of Light. [SFWA]

Constipe
23 Jan • BSFA Open Meeting, The Star pub, West Halkin Mews, London,
SW1. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Robert Holdstock.
26 Jan • British Fantasy Society Open Night with ghost story readings,
York Brewery, York. See www.britishfantasysociety.org.
2-3 Feb • Hi-Ex (comics), Eden Court, Bishop’s Road, Inverness, IV3 5SA.
£10 weekend, £6 day; child £5/£3. Box office: 01463 234 234.
8-10 Feb • SF Ball (media), Carrington House Hotel, Bournemouth. £90
weekend (very few such tickets left), £29 day; child £29/$15. More expensive
options: “gold ticket” £175, “dining” £105; child £88/£53. Contact Flat 3,
Blighwood, 57 Surrey Rd, Poole, BH12 1HF.
23 Feb • Picocon 24, Imperial College Union, London. 10am-7pm/8pm. £8
reg, £6 concessions, £4 ICFS members. Contact ICSF, Beit Quad, Prince
Consort Road, London, SW7 2BB.
21-24 Mar • Orbital (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow,
London. £55 reg; £20 supp or junior (12-17), £5 child (5-11), £1 infant.
Contact 8 Windmill Close, Epsom, Surrey, KT17 3AL. Credit card bookings:
www.orbital2008.org.
15-18 May • Eurocon/RosCon, Lesnye Dali Hotel, Gorki-10, Moscow West,
Russia. (Date change from the original 3-7 May.) Now $100 reg (same at the
door); €20 supp; all-inclusive membership €250 with 3 nights’
accommodation and 3 meals/day – this must be booked in advance. See
booking form at www.eurocon2008.ru.
28-29 Jun • ConRunner 2008 (conrunning), Britannia Hotel,
Wolverhampton. Now £35 reg. £50 at door. Day rate £25. Contact 56
Jackmans Place, Letchworth G.C., Herts, SG6 1RH. [Late update: owing to
better membership takeup than expected, the old £30 rate is in fact being held
until after Eastercon, and the at-door rate reduced to £45. Although the
programme doesn’t start until Sat 28 Jun, there will be a social evening on
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Fri 27 Jun.]
6-10 Aug • Denvention 3 (66th Worldcon), Denver, CO, USA. Denvention,
PO Box 1349, Denver, CO 80201, USA. New rates from 1 January to 10
July: $200 reg, $50 child or supporting. Contact Denvention, PO Box 1349,
Denver, CO 80201, USA.
22-25 Aug • Discworld Convention 2008, Hilton Metropole, Birmingham
(NEC). Now £55 reg; £36 junior/concessions. Online booking
(www.dwcon.org) closes 1 Aug or earlier if the membership limit is reached.
Contact PO Box 4101, Shepton Mallet, Somerset, BA4 5XD.
19-21 Sep • Fantasycon 2008, Britannia Hotel, 1 St James St, Nottingham.
GoH Christopher Golden (more TBA?). Now £45 reg (BFS members £40) to
31 Jun 08; then £55 (£50). Supp or day rate £25. Contact 5 Greenbank, Barnt
Green, Birmingham, B45 8DH.
18-19 Oct • Octocon, Royal Dublin Hotel, O’Connell St, Dublin. €30 reg;
students €12; under 18s/supp €10. Octocon 2008 c/o Electric Dragon, 19a
Main St, Blackrock, Co. Dublin, Ireland.
26-29 Jun 09 • Sectus 2009 (Harry Potter), Bodelwyddan Castle, North
Wales. £290 inc 3 nights’ accommodation with breakfast/dinner, rising to
£300 on 1 Nov 08, £310 on 1 Feb 09. (Instalment plan available.) Contact
114 Bassnage Rd, Halesowen, W. Midlands, B63 4HF.

Infinitely Improbable
Conspiracy Corner. Boris Johnson proposed the most plausible explanation
to date of the “mystery” surrounding Princess Diana’s death: “I will reveal
how the Duke of Edinburgh secretly trained the Loch Ness Monster to swim
up the Seine until it reached the Pont d’Alma and then I will explain how
Philip then gave a kind of ghillie’s whistle and Nessie reared out of the water
and so startled Henri Paul that he swerved into the path of Elvis Presley in the
white Fiat Uno, at which point Prince Charles – hovering overhead in a
Luftwaffe helicopter – switched on the supermagnet installed by MI6 in the
concrete pillar of the tunnel and sucked the Merc to its doom.” (BBC What
the Papers Say, 22 Dec) [JL]
As We See Ourselves. Glen Erickson on the 30th-anniversary “Ultimate
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Edition” DVD release of Close Encounters: “When Neary goes on his crosscountry quest, he’s already been reduced to a total loser in the grip of an
infantile obsession – an insecurity that science-fiction addicts surely identify
with.” (DVDtalk.com, 8 December) [GD]
Another Top 50. The Times ran its list of “The 50 greatest British writers
since 1945” (5 January). Philip Larkin came first, and many authors of genre
interest followed: 2 George Orwell, 3 William Golding, 5 Doris Lessing, 6
J.R.R. Tolkien, 9 Kingsley Amis, 10 Angela Carter, 11 C.S. Lewis, 13
Salman Rushdie, 14 Ian Fleming, 16 Roald Dahl, 17 Anthony Burgess, 18
Mervyn Peake, 19 Martin Amis, 27 J.G. Ballard, 28 Alan Garner, 29 Alasdair
Gray, 38 Iain Banks, 42 J.K. Rowling, 43 Philip Pullman, 50 Michael
Moorcock.
• Further “names on our longlist that didn’t make the cut” include Peter
Ackroyd, Robert Conquest, Lawrence Durrell, Penelope Lively, David
Mitchell, Brian Moore, Christopher Priest, Iain Sinclair, Fay Weldon, Angus
Wilson, and Jeanette Winterson. The first website comments complained
bitterly about the absence of Terry Pratchett from both lists. No actual
research went into this momentous compilation – just the opinions of assorted
Times hacks.
R.I.P. Marit Allen (1941-2007), UK-born film costume designer, died on 26
November aged 66. Genre work includes Don’t Look Now, Hulk, the
upcoming Justice League of America, and the Little Shop of Horrors musical.
[CH]
• Frank Capra Jr (1934-2007), US film producer/director and son of the
more famous Capra, died on 19 December; he was 73. Genre work includes
his first film Marooned, three Planet of the Apes sequels, and Firestarter.
[SFS]
• J Lawrence “Larry” Cassingham (1918-2007), US inventor, journalist and
actor, died on 23 December – the day after his 89th birthday. In the 1940s,
Cassingham developed the first practical portable Geiger counter. His
scientific background and California location led him to being technical
advisor on many 1950s-60s “atomic” movies and tv shows, including
Zombies of the Stratosphere (1952), The Magnetic Monster (1953) and The
Atomic Kid (1954). He recalled arguing with directors: “They often wanted
more drama, and I wanted more technical accuracy. I usually lost!” [SG]
• Roger Eldridge (1944-2007), UK author and photo-journalist whose sf
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novels were The Shadow of the Gloom-World (1977) and The Fishers of
Darksea (1982), died on 4 November. He was 63. [JC]
• George MacDonald Fraser (1925-2008), UK author of the very popular
“Flashman” historical or alternate-historical adventures (1969-2005), died on
2 January. He was 82. Fraser wrote the screenplay for Octopussy (1983) and
received an OBE in 1999.
• Bill Idelson (1930-2007), US screenwriter/actor who began by scripting The
Flintstones in the 1960s, died on 31 December aged 87. He also wrote for
The Twilight Zone, Bewitched and The Ghost and Mrs Muir. [SFS]
• Tony Tenser (1920-2007), UK film producer who founded Tigon Films in
1966, died on 5 December aged 87. His releases included Witchfinder
General (1968), Blood on Satan’s Claw (1971) and the 1972 Doomwatch
film. [SG]
• Marion Van Der Voort, who with her husband Richard ran the well-known
UK sf bookshop At The Sign of the Dragon for 35 years, died at home on 26
December. She was hospitalized with double pneumonia from early October
to Christmas Eve, and had seemed to be recovering. All sympathy to Richard.
As Others See Us. “Connie Willis is known as a science-fiction writer, but
Laura Miller of Salon.com doesn’t want to give people the idea that these
stories are going to be about spaceships or robots or aliens. They’re an
unusual mixture of subject matters that might be dealt with in literary short
stories [...] Connie Willis is not very well known because she’s not a
conventional science-fiction writer, and she’s not really known in literary
circles.” (NPR.org, 21 December) [MW]
Fanfundery. TAFF: Chris Garcia’s TAFF win, reported last issue, was “on
the first ballot with 62.7% of the total combined NA/Europe votes. No other
candidate received 20% of this combined vote.” [ST] Detailed figures
delayed by administrators’ attacks of Real Life....
• DUFF: 2008 southbound race announced in late December with a 31
January voting deadline. Candidates are Steve & Sue Francis (jointly) and
Murray Moore. Ballot form at www.fanac.org/DUFF2008.pdf.
Outraged Letters. Brian Aldiss is all breathless: “I can’t help it but I am
having my portrait painted in oils. In fact, this is quite an exciting week. On
Tuesday I have my feet examined, Wednesday my head – no, sorry –
Wednesday a lecture on ‘Science and Civilization’ at the ScienceOxford
venue (to be filmed). On Thursday, a lady with the exciting name of Sue Fox
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comes to interview me for ‘The Worst of Times, The Best of Times’. On the
seventh day I rested. Then chaps come to lunch with me and discuss the
possibility of a movie of Non-Stop. (Pretty quick off the mark, since it
appeared only half a century ago.)” [2 December]
• Mike Glicksohn passes on a Sidney Coleman story: “Sid was late for a panel
at a physics conference but as he walked in one of the panelists said, ‘I’m
afraid I don’t know the answer to that question.’ Sid replied: ‘I do. What was
the question?’ You had to love the man.”
• Diana Wynne Jones wonders if it ever happened: “Er ... is there a particular
reason why you left me out of the [A245] World Fantasy awards list? I ask
because I could have dreamt that I and another woman whose name I don’t
know shared lifetime achievement thingies. I think I dreamt that I sent a
speech of acceptance to my proxy in America, which arrived as total
gibberish, and that they in return promised me a Thing by post, which was
put in a rowing boat that got swamped halfway across the Atlantic so that
they lost the Thing overboard. No, no, it was all a mad dream. Forget that I
asked you.” My paltry excuse is that the WFA life awards to Diana and to
Betty Ballantine were announced, or leaked, months before the other results
and reported in Ansible 242 (September 2007).
• Martin Morse Wooster knows Terry Pratchett’s social calendar better than
the man himself: “Terry Pratchett did NOT attend ‘the Washington Literary
Festival.’ He was at the National Book Festival.”
Hugo Stuff. Hugo nominations opened on 1 January with a 31 March
deadline. Possible future rule changes: Jay Lake’s proposal of a Lifetime
Achievement Hugo has had a somewhat mixed reception so far, while a straw
poll at Sfawardswatch.com showed a strong majority in favour of reforming
the Semiprozine category; 52% wanted it scrapped. Wait and see....
As Near Relations See Us. Petrea Mitchell writes: “My favorite radio show,
Whad’Ya Know?, is right now rerunning a show I previously missed. This
turns out to have been from during the 2005 World Fantasy Convention. Parts
of the show involve the host chatting with random members of the audience.
He was talking to someone who was in Madison primarily for the WFC....
Host, in what I stress was a friendly manner: Do you dress up funny there?
Audience member, horrified: No, no, that’s science fiction, not fantasy and
horror. Host: Do you go to those conventions too? Audience member: As
little as possible.”
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Random Fandom. Garth Spencer announces that his fanzine The Royal
Swiss Navy Gazette will henceforth appear only online.
The Rewards of Virtue. Simon R. Green enjoyed an end-of-year gloat over
his Romantic Times Career Achievement Award nomination, in the urban
fantasy category. “For the Nightside series. And all this without a single sex
scene. Mother would be so proud.”
C.o.A. Tommy Ferguson, 125 Haypark Ave, Belfast, BT7 3FG.
Publishers and Sinners. Musical chairs at Little, Brown UK: George
Walkley moves from being Orbit Business Manager to Marketing Director
and also Director of Digital Strategy for L,B. Samantha Smith is now Orbit
Marketing Executive, dealing with publicity etc.
The Dead Past. Some author centenaries this year: Nigel Balchin, Nelson S.
Bond, Howard Browne, Cleve Cartmill, John Creasey, Simone de Beauvoir,
John Russell Fearn, Ian Fleming, Pamela Frankau, Gertrude Friedberg, Carl
Jacobi, Olof Johannesson, George Langelaan, Angus MacVicar, Robert
Merle, George Pal, Paul Tabori, Stephen Tall, Mervyn Wall, Donald
Wandrei, Jack Williamson. The first issue of Hugo Gernsback’s Modern
Electrics also appeared in 1908.
Group Gropes. Hackney Libraries SF/Fantasy Reading Group: first meeting
15 Jan at CLR James Library, 24-30 Dalston Rd, London, E8 3AZ. 6.30pm.
Contact ReadScienceFiction at Hackney dot gov dot uk.
Amazon.com paid £1,950,000 at auction for one of seven handwritten copies
of J.K. Rowling’s Tales of Beedle the Bard – proceeds to charity. Being
unable actually to publish these five fairy tales, Amazon described their plots
in a longish review at www.amazon.com/beedlebard/. [PM] A handwritten
advance copy of Ansible 246 was withdrawn from the Sotheby’s auction
when bidding, though initially spirited, failed to reach the reserve of 50p.
Aeon Award 2008. For unpublished stories <8,000 words; usual MS format,
€7 entrance fee, first prize €1000. Send to 8 Bachelor’s Walk, Dublin 1,
Ireland; enquiries bobn at yellowbrickroad dot ie.
Thog’s Masterclass. Visual Effects Dept. “The night sky was like a piece of
soggy velvet, wrung out by giant invisible hands.” (Shaun Hutson, The
Terminator novelization, 1984) [AR] “In the blackness, his left eye glowed
like a pool of boiling blood.” (Ibid)
913

• Dept of Status Symbols. “From an expedition case she pulled a small
metallic cube, slightly smaller than the fuzzy dice classy people hang from
rear view mirrors.” (Walt Becker, Link, 1998) [AK]
• Pathetic Fallacy Dept, or The Rapture of the Sentient C-4. “The jumpy
molecules of explosives felt the shock waves hit the large room. Barely able
to contain themselves, they waited two hundredths of a second longer before
they too saw God.” (Ibid)
• Psychosomatic Dept. “Sometimes, when he slept, he would awaken
screaming and with the feeling of evil scraping at his mind like a cold lump
of conviction resting heavily in his stomach.” (Lee Harding, “Dragonfly” in
New Worlds 117, April 1962) [JB]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 11 January 2008: Brum Group, Britannia Hotel, New St, Birmingham.
night. 7.45pm. AGM and Auction. Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at
yahoo co uk. Further meetings 8 Feb, 14 Mar, 11 Apr, 9 May.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page. Note the new (2007)
shorter URL:
http://links.ansible.co.uk/
DUFF 2008: on-line voting with PayPal payment is available here:
http://jeanweber.com/duff2008/
Me. Recent Langford website updates included Cloud Chamber 157 and the
never even slightly legendary “Fission Fragments” news columns from Ad
Astra (1979-1981):
http://ansible.co.uk/cc/cc157.html
http://ansible.co.uk/writing/ff.html
All thanks from Hazel and myself for heaps of Christmas cards and the
various messages within. Much appreciated.
SF Foundation Masterclass (London, June): just a reminder that the
application deadline is 31 January. See Ansible 245 for more.
http://news.ansible.org/a245.html#events
Stop Press! Today’s Guardian Book Blog has a kindly word for sf and the
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Hugos:
http://blogs.guardian.co.uk/books/2008/01/why_do_critics_still_sneer_at.html
Ansible 246 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2008. Thanks to John D. Berry,
John Boston, John Clute, Gary Dalkin, Ric Cooper, Steve Green, Chip
Hitchcock, Amanda Kear, Jim Linwood, Petrea Mitchell, Adam Roberts, SF
Site, SFWA, Suzanne Tompkins, Mike Williams, and our Hero Distributors:
Vernon Brown (Birmingham SF Group), Janice Murray (North America),
SCIS/Prophecy, and Alan Stewart (Australia). Happy New(ish) Year! 7 Jan
08.
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The Terminal Beach
J.G. Ballard told the Sunday Times that in mid-2006 he’d been diagnosed
with advanced prostate cancer. [20 January] This led him to write his
autobiography, Miracles of Life – published this month.
Cory Doctorow announced the birth on 3 February of a daughter proudly
named ... Poesy Emmeline Fibonacci Nautilus Taylor Doctorow.
Shirley Jackson (1916-1965) is commemorated by the new Shirley Jackson
Awards “for outstanding achievement in the literature of psychological
suspense, horror, and the dark fantastic.” These juried awards in various
categories will be first presented for 2007 work.
Steve Vander Ark writes about the intended print edition of his Harry Potter
Lexicon, which is currently delayed by legal action: see A245. Despite the
impression given at one stage by his publishers, this differs from the on-line
Lexicon and its very free use of quotations – probably beyond the bounds of
fair use – from J.K. Rowling’s fiction. “The book is not simply a cut and
paste of the Lexicon website. The entries on the website provide much more
detailed and complete information than the entries in the book. We took the
information on the site and did a lot of editing, condensing, and in some cases
complete rewriting. We avoided direct quotations whenever we could and
clearly cited any quotations that we kept in. In the case of entries from
Rowling’s own ‘encyclopedia’-style books, we intentionally left a lot out and
urged readers in the introduction to the book to go buy her books for the
complete information. A large portion of the Lexicon book text is available
online as part of the filings from Warner Bros last week if you’d like to see
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what the final result looks like. • While I was working on the Lexicon book, I
received assurances from several copyright and intellectual property experts
that the book we were creating was legal. Part of the problem all along has
been the automatic assumption on the part of many that Rowling has the right
to completely control anything written about the Harry Potter world. That’s
quite a huge power grab on her part and from everything I can tell, not legal.
You and I are part of a subculture that lives off the creative work of others.
We always try to do that in a legal and respectful way. However, if Rowling
manages to extend her reach that far into our subculture, she will choke us off
very quickly. And if she doesn’t, what’s to stop the next person from taking
this legal precedent to even more dangerous places?” [21 Jan]
• Statistics: when I checked, the on-line Lexicon’s 1500 words on Albus
Dumbledore had about 300 words of direct quotation from Rowling (which
seemed risky) and linked to a page with some 3000 words of quotes (which
seemed suicidal). The same entry’s book version, as seen in PDF proof, has
less than 70 words of mostly fragmentary quotation.
Later: Lexicon book text on line as attachments to Filing #52 (8
February 2008) in Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. et al v. RDR
Books et al.

Connemara
8-10 Feb • SF Ball (media), Carrington House Hotel, Bournemouth. £90
weekend (still some tickets left), £29 day; child £29/$15. More expensive
options: “gold ticket” £175, “dining” £105; child £88/£53. Contact Flat 3,
Blighwood, 57 Surrey Rd, Poole, BH12 1HF.
23 Feb • British Fantasy Society Open Night, Ye Olde Cock Tavern, 22
Fleet St, London, EC4 1AA. From 6pm. All welcome.
23 Feb • Picocon 24, Imperial College Union, London. 10am-7pm/8pm. £8
reg, £6 concessions, £4 ICFS members. Contact ICSF, Beit Quad, Prince
Consort Road, London, SW7 2BB.
27 Feb • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Terrace, London,
SW1W 8EZ (closest tube, Sloane Square). 6pm on; fans present in the bar
from 5pm. With Chris Beckett. Note new venue: the former pub, The Star, no
longer has an upstairs function room.
917

21-24 Mar • Orbital (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow,
London. £55 reg; £20 supp or junior (12-17), £5 child (5-11), £1 infant.
Contact 8 Windmill Close, Epsom, Surrey, KT17 3AL. Credit card bookings:
www.orbital2008.org.
29-30 Mar • P-Con V, Central Hotel, Exchequer St, Dublin. Rates held at
€25/£15, €15 supporting; €30 at the door. Contact 253 Sundrive Road,
Crumlin, Dublin 12, Ireland. Sterling cheques to “Dave Lally #2 a/c”, 64
Richbourne Tce, London, SW8 1AX.
3-5 May • Fforde Ffiesta, De Vere Hotel, Shaw Ridge, Swindon. GoH
Jasper Fforde. £25 reg, rising to £30 on 1 March. Day tickets will be
available. Online booking: www.ffordeffiesta.com. Cheques to The Fforde
Ffestival, 37A Oak Close, Bristol, BS34 6RB.
28-29 Jun • ConRunner 2008 (conrunning), Britannia Hotel,
Wolverhampton. Revised rates: £30 until after Easter; £35 to 21 Jun; £45 at
door. Day rate £25. “Social event” on evening of Fri 27 Jun. Contact 56
Jackmans Place, Letchworth G.C., Herts, SG6 1RH.
7-9 Nov • ArmadaCon XX, Novotel, Plymouth. GoH Adrian Cole; more
TBA. £35 reg; £30 concessions; £10 supp/deposit secures current rate. Contact
20 Pinewood Close, Plympton, Devon, PL7 2DW.
Rumblings • Nostromo SF Festival (Newcastle): announced for February
2008 but now postponed until, tentatively, Summer 2008.

Infinitely Improbable
Matrix Rebooted. The British SF Association’s newsletter Matrix – a regular
feature of BSFA mailings since 1975 – saw its last print edition with #186,
distributed in January. Henceforth it will be excitingly “reactive and
interactive” on line at www.bsfa.co.uk, where it’s hoped that new Matrix
pages will be launched later this month. The domain
www.matrixmagazine.co.uk (currently down) is to be abandoned. [IW]
As Others See Us. Mark Harris rips the lid off sf cinema: “Let’s turn our
attention to an unlikely candidate for a heart-and-brain transplant: science
fiction. / Sci-fi is in trouble, although it’s not the kind of trouble that can be
measured at the box office, where it looks as healthy and robust as a T-rex
918

must have seemed five minutes before it realized there was nothing left to eat.
The genre has been around for as long as the movies themselves, and
flourished for the last 30 years. The problem is, none of the ideas are getting
any newer. Scratch that: the problem is, there are no ideas.” (Entertainment
Weekly, 11 January) [MMW]
• Philip K. Dick is outed, again: “But Dick himself really wasn’t a ‘sci-fi
author’. He was essentially a serious writer, who used the genre of science
fiction as a disguised delivery system ... for a complex, self-generated
philosophy Dick very much believed in.” (Paul M. Sammon, Future Noir:
The Making of Blade Runner, revised edition) [FS]
R.I.P. Christopher Allport (1947-2008), US character actor seen in The
Twilight Zone, Invaders from Mars (1986), The X-Files, Quantum Leap etc.,
was killed in a California avalanche on 25 January; he was 60. [SFS]
• Joe Beedell, UK fan who founded the Southend sf group (Orion) in 1982,
attended 50+ conventions and ran South Trek 96 and 97 in Southend,
reportedly died on 3 January. [O]
• Frank Hamilton (1918-2008), US artist who worked in a pulp mode –
recreating classic Doc Savage and Shadow magazine covers as well as
original art – died on 28 January; he was 89. He co-authored Amazing Pulp
Heroes (1988; expanded 1996) with Link Hullar. [AIP]
• Dwight Hemion (1926-2008), US tv director/producer remembered in sf
circles for his dire 1978 Star Wars Holiday Special (later disowned by
George Lucas), died on 28 January aged 81. [AIP]
• Edward D. Hoch (1930-2008), US author of over 900 stories since his 1955
debut, died on 17 January; he was 77. He is best known for crime fiction, for
which he received the Mystery Writers of America Grand Master award.
However, his early “Simon Ark” detections are tinged with fantasy; he also
wrote horror and sf, including three 1970s sf/detective novels. [AIP]
• Heath Ledger (1979-2008), Australian-born actor who played a title role in
The Brothers Grimm and the Joker in the forthcoming Batman film The Dark
Knight, died on 22 January; he was 28. [CH]
• Maila Nurmi (1921-2008), Finnish-born actress who as “Vampira” was the
first ever tv horror host (The Vampira Show, 1954) and famously appeared in
Ed Wood’s Plan 9 from Outer Space (1959), died on 10 January aged 86.
[SG/S]
• Derek Pickles (1928-2008), UK fan whose Phantasmagoria (1950-1955)
was a notable fanzine of its day, died on 5 January; he would have been 80
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this month. [AP] Derek was at Britain’s first post-war convention in 1948 and
stood for TAFF in 1954; Phantasmagoria contained John Brunner’s first
published works (verse) and was the first fanzine to announce itself as
available for “the usual” (trade, letter of comment or contribution) rather than
subscription. After a long absence following his 1956 cancer operation,
Derek renewed his fan contacts in the 1990s, attending the 1991 Mexicon and
the 1998 Leeds Corflu. [SS/PW]
• Jinzo Toriumi (1929-2008), Japanese anime scriptwriter since 1964, died on
17 January aged 78. Genre work included Astro Boy, Speed Racer, and
Gatchaman (aka Battle of the Planets). [PM]
Dumbwatch. The Booksthatmakeyoudumb.virgil.gr website does its teasing
research by comparing the most popular fiction and nonfiction read at 1,352
US colleges (as revealed by that scientific tool, Facebook) with said colleges’
average SAT/ACT scores, to chart a “correlation between books and
dumbitude.” The Boston Globe coverage continues: “Science fiction, for
some reason, appears at both ends of the chart: Near the top [test scores], we
find Ayn Rand’s pro-capitalism dystopia ‘Atlas Shrugged,’ Kurt Vonnegut’s
apocalyptic novel ‘Cat’s Cradle,’ and Orson Scott Card’s uber-geeky ‘Enders
Game,’ about a kid whose mad video-game skills allow him to save the
planet from real space invaders. Near the bottom, we find Ray Bradbury’s
apocalyptic dystopia ‘Fahrenheit 451.’ Bradbury’s book is a classic work of
fiction, never mind the genre; ‘Enders Game’ is drivel. So ... what does it all
mean?” (Joshua Glenn, 30 January) [DK] According to a hasty straw poll at
Ansible HQ, it means that Orson Scott Card is less than pleased.
BSFA Awards. The shortlist has been released. NOVEL Bryan Talbot, Alice in
Sunderland; Richard Morgan, Black Man; Ian McDonald, Brasyl; Ken
MacLeod, The Execution Channel; Alastair Reynolds, The Prefect; Michael
Chabon, The Yiddish Policemen’s Union.
• SHORT Ken MacLeod, “Lighting Out” (disLocations); Chaz Brenchley,
“Terminal” (disLocations); Ted Chiang, The Alchemist and the Merchant’s
Gate; Ian Whates, “The Gift of Joy” (TQR); Alastair Reynolds “The SledgeMaker’s Daughter” (Interzone 209).
• ARTWORK (all covers): Andy Bigwood, “Cracked World” (disLocations),
Les Edwards, “H P Lovecraft in Britain” (Stephen Jones chapbook), Richard
Marchand, “Lunar Flare” (Interzone 211); Kenn Brown, “Metal Dragon
Year” (Interzone 212).
920

• BEST NOVEL OF 1958 James Blish, A Case of Conscience; Robert A. Heinlein,
Have Spacesuit, Will Travel; Brian Aldiss, Non-Stop; Fritz Leiber, The Big
Time; James Blish, The Triumph of Time aka A Clash of Cymbals; Algis
Budrys, Who?
• Alice in Sunderland is the first graphic novel to reach the novel shortlist. No
nonfiction category owing to lack of nomination consensus. Winners to be
announced on Saturday of Eastercon (22 March).
In Typo Veritas. The Bear Facts: “Jenna nodded sheepishly, then cut Cob
off as he began to describe, in grizzly detail, what he intended to go say to
them.” (Mark J. Ferrari, The Book of Joby, 2007) [PM]
Fanfundery. DUFF: Sue & Steve Francis won the southbound race, North
America to Australia, by a simple majority: 163 of 218 votes. Murray Moore
48; no preference 2; other 5. [JS]
• ConRunner Bursaries: there are two, each of £150 (sponsored by
Contemplation, the 2006 Eastercon), to help individuals or couples attend
ConRunner 2008 – see events list above. Details at www.conrunner.org.uk.
Apply by 31 March.
• TAFF: 2008 voting figures now released. European/North American/Total:
Chris Barkley 0/13/13, Linda Deneroff 4/26/30, Chris Garcia 41/66/107,
Christian McGuire 4/14/18, Hold Over Funds 0/2/2, No Preference 5/5/10;
totals 54/126/180. A few more ballots turned up after the A245
announcement but made no difference; a single Rest Of World voter is
included in the NA total to conceal his/her choice. [ST]
As Sympathizers See SF. From a positive review of that nice Mr Aldiss’s A
Science Fiction Omnibus: “Fiction generally moves through a retrospective
landscape, solid with the detail of personal and social memory. The future is
not its natural territory.” (Dinah Birch, Times Literary Supplement, 30
January) [AJW]
Outraged Letters. Richard E. Geis confesses, again: “You know, I’m still
writing erotic fiction even though there isn’t a decent paying market, because
I simply enjoy it and enjoy the challenge of doing it well. There must be a
name for this kind of insanity.”
• Patrick Nielsen Hayden on Mr Green’s A246 plaint that his US book title
was changed because the word “damned” is verboten: “This no doubt
accounts for the commercial failure of Anne Rice’s Queen Of The Damned
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(1989), Laurell K. Hamilton’s Circus Of The Damned (2002), and for that
matter F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Beautiful And Damned (1922). Doomed to
obscurity by the bluenoses who dominate American bookselling. Alternately,
maybe someone is pulling Simon R. Green’s leg.”
• Steve Sneyd reports: “At Derek Pickles’ funeral, the officiant in her talk
about deceased’s life said she’d been a Trekkie herself, and was clearly in
sympathy with his science fiction (she actually called it thus, not sci-fi)
connections (tho’ gently dismissive of his enthusiasm for Red Dwarf), and
even explained his origination of ‘the usual’ and, briefly, what that actually
meant. She also said DP was the first person she’d done a funeral for who
had a significant Google entry, because she always looked.”
As Others See Evolution. “History looks more and more like a sciencefiction novel in which mutants repeatedly arose and displaced normal humans
– sometimes quietly, by surviving starvation and disease better, other times as
a conquering horde” (Gregory Cochran, co-author of a paper on human
evolution, quoted in Newsweek, 19 January) [AL]
Random Fandom. Greg Pickersgill will be offering a vast bonanza of free
fanzines at Eastercon 2008 (mostly post-1970 US material): be sure to come
with suitable crates and pantechnicons. Greg is still acquiring selected 20thcentury British fanzines.
• Peter Weston’s British Convention Archive wants-list includes programme
books for Novacon 23, 26, 27, 28 and 30. “PRs and ‘Read Me’s will also be
useful.” Contact at 53 Wyvern Rd, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands, B74
2PS.
Magazine Scene. Farthing has been suspended since issue 5, owing to editor
Wendy Bradley’s poor health and a general lack of funds. She was also irked
that SFWA never recognized the magazine as a qualifying market: “I’m not
saying it’s SFWA’s fault Farthing ran out of money and is on hiatus till I
have some more.” (weblog, 2 December) The Farthing website and editorial
weblog have both ceased.
More Awards. IAFA Crawford Award for best first fantasy novel:
Christopher Barzak, One for Sorrow.
• Philip K. Dick Award (US paperback original) shortlist: Jon Armstrong,
Grey; Elizabeth Bear, Undertow; Minister Faust, From the Notebooks of Dr.
Brain; M. John Harrison, Nova Swing; Adam Roberts, Gradisil; Karen
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Traviss, Ally; Sean Williams, Saturn Returns. [GVG]
Publishers and Sinners. Dedalus Books, publishers of important translated
work including much fantasy, lost its modest Arts Council funding in January
and may well close. The AC has behaved oddly, failing to follow its own
“disinvestment” procedures and to disclose reasons for the decision: there
seems to be some hidden grudge here. [IC]
• HarperCollins invites cover designs for a limited edition of J.G. Ballard’s
Crash. Deadline 30 April. Just as with fanzines, the winner will apparently
receive no payment but a copy of the book. J.G. Ballard design competition,
Times Online, Times House, 1 Pennington St, London, E98 1TT.
Group Gropes. Orion, Southend’s sf group, is closing this month following
the death of its founder (see R.I.P.). [O]
• Birmingham SF Group: please note that the monthly meetings have now
moved to The Briar Rose Hotel, 25 Bennetts Hill, Birmingham, B2 5RE.
ALA Honours. Margaret A. Edwards Award (teen-fiction life achievement):
Orson Scott Card for Ender’s Game and Ender’s Shadow.
• 2008 Genre Reading List recommendations include: Patrick Rothfuss, The
Name of the Wind (fantasy); Joe Hill, The Heart-Shaped Box (horror);
Kathleen Ann Goonan, In War Times (science fiction). This, released in
January, is the first such ALA genre reading list.
The Dead Past. Thirty Years Ago: “Meanwhile, in the sercon strongholds of
The Sf Foundation, Malcolm Edwards has replaced Peter Nicholls as boss,
and David Pringle has moved in as an Igor figure. [...] Harlan Ellison plans to
sleep in a tent at Iguanacon for political reasons. Look, don’t ask me, I just
print the bloody news.” (Peter Roberts in Checkpoint 86, February 1978)
C.o.A. Yvonne Rowse, 23 Roach Rd, Sheffield, S11 8UA.
Thog’s Masterclass. Telling Simile Dept. “He looks like a basilisk. She
wasn’t quite sure about it – what a basilisk was, much less what one looked
like – but its sound had the feeling of his face.” (Rufus King, Valcour Meets
Murder, 1937) [BP]
• Philosophy Dept. “If the shortest distance between point A and point B is a
straight line, how do you go from point A to point B? This sort of debate
could take a long time.” (Colin Kapp, Transfinite Man aka The Dark Mind,
1964) [AR]
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• Worsening Odds Dept. “Outspace there was one chance in infinity squared
that he would not die.” But later: “‘I don’t give you one chance of survival in
infinity raised to the infinite power,’ said Madden.” (Ibid)
• Dept of As Others See SF. “The sun didn’t want to go down that day
because it was a sci-fi sun, big and fat and red, and it wanted only to dry out
everything in creation.” (T. Coraghessan Boyle, “Ash Monday”, New Yorker,
21 Jan 2008) [MMW]
• Dept of Logical Consequences. “You could have cut off an arm or a leg and
I wouldn’t have been able to lift so much as a finger in protest.” (Amber
Dean, Chanticleer’s Muffled Crow, 1945) [BP]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 8 February 2008: Brum Group, Briar Rose, Bennett Hill, Birmingham city
centre. 7.45pm. With Roy Gray speaking for Boskone (I’m sorry, I’ll type
that again) Interzone. Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk.
Further meetings 14 Mar Andy Sawyer, 11 Apr Michael Scott Rohan, 9 May
& 13 Jun TBA.
• 13 February 2008: Robert Rankin signing (also Andy Serkis and others),
Forbidden Planet, 179 Shaftesbury Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 5pm6.30pm.
• 23 February 2008: the British Fantasy Society open night (see above)
features the launch of Stephen Jones’s bio-bibliography Basil Copper: A Life
in Books.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page. Note the new (2007)
shorter URL:
http://links.ansible.co.uk/
Cyberhorrors! Boskone, the New England SF Association’s annual
convention, and NESFA itself are planning to take action against a
cybersquatter’s exploitation of the Boskone.com domain. [AIP]
• David Langford’s main working computer expired with a terrible smell of
burning motherboard in mid-January: disorganization continued for the rest
of the month, because the replacement machine had a problem too. Asked
about the state of his backups, Mr Langford looked weary but smug.
924

• Peter Weston’s desktop computer mysteriously lost the entire contents of its
hard disk on 4 February, including the 40,000 words of his new issue of
Prolapse. Asked about the state of his backups, Mr Weston said “Oh dear.”
SFWA Stop Press. “Home-grown Texas authors Joe R. Lansdale and Ardath
Mayhar have been named Toastmaster and Author Emeritus, respectively, by
the Science Fiction & Fantasy Writers of America for the 2008 Nebula
Awards® Weekend April 25-27 in Austin, Texas.”
Late Mail. Brian Aldiss gets in just under the wire: “I was at the splendid
festivity last Wednesday to celebrate Doris Lessing’s Nobel Prize for
Literature. Doris was warmly feted by some of the many who love and revere
her. We had quite a long chat and she mentioned with pride that she had
heard from the BSFA. This had pleased her greatly. Good stuff BSFA! Well
done for writing to her.” [6 Feb]
Ansible 247 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2008. Thanks to Ian Covell, Steve
Green, Chip Hitchcock, Dan Kimmel, Andy Love, Orion, Petrea Mitchell,
Andrew Pickles, Andrew I. Porter, Bill Pronzini, Adam Roberts, SF Site,
Frank Shailes, Simo, Joe Siclari, Steve Sneyd, Suzanne Tompkins, Peter
Weston, Ian Whates, Gordon Van Gelder, Martin Morse Wooster, A.J.
Wright and our Hero Distributors: Vernon Brown (Birmingham SF Group),
Janice Murray (North America), SCIS/Prophecy, and Alan Stewart
(Australia). 6 Feb 08.
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The Whirligig of Time
Brian Aldiss has reportedly had a heart pacemaker fitted.
Harry Harrison, sf author of note, is not the same person as Harry Harrison
the cartoonist of Hong Kong’s South China Morning Post. But you can’t
expect the Guardian to work that out: they reprinted one of Harrison II’s
cartoons with a note that he’s “... a comics artist, writer and editor
specialising in science fiction. His book Make Room! Make Room! was
adapted for the cult film Soylent Green (1973)” (16 Feb) [JGD/HP]
Michael Moorcock is to be honoured as this year’s SFWA Grand Master.
But, alas, he confirms rumours of further surgery: “Yeah, I had a big toe off
last week in Seaton Hospital, Austin. I’ve been going to hyperbarics for a
couple of weeks and it seems to be doing you good. The tube this time is a
communal chamber. The whole thing is like a set of a 1950s sf movie,
including the helmet you wear. The other day a guy cracked up in the
chamber, just like a bit part actor in a Twilight Zone episode. We couldn’t do
too much because we were in the middle of what the techs call a dive. I’m
able to take a notebook in, so now I really know what it’s like to work under
pressure.” Later: “The worst horror is that we have a teenager aboard and she
asks to watch teeny TV – we’re all otherwise readers or snoozers. And then
she asks for the sound raised above the helmet noise – we all sound (and
indeed look) like Cybermen in there. Or so many trainee Darths.” [6 March]
Andy Sawyer, famous sf librarian, received the SFRA’s 2008 Thomas D.
Clareson Award for distinguished services to sf studies.
J.R.R. Tolkien’s estate is suing New Line Cinema over the Lord of the Rings
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films. Supposedly the estate should receive 7.5% of the estimated $6 billion
gross receipts but, beyond a modest upfront payment of $62,500, it has had
nothing. [JS] Many authors who’ve dealt with film companies remember
similar feats of accounting magic.

Conkabell
6 Mar - 18 May • Martian Museum of Terrestrial Art, Barbican Art
Gallery, Barbican Centre, Silk St, London, EC2Y 8DS: “presents
contemporary art works under the fictional guise of a museum collection
conceived by and designed for extraterrestrials.” Tickets £8.
21-24 Mar • Orbital (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow,
London. Advance booking closed on 7 March: £65 at the door. £55 unwaged,
£25 junior (12-17), £8 child (5-11), £1 infant. Day rates £20 Fri or Mon, £25
Sat or Sun (unwaged £5 less; junior £10 less). Contact 8 Windmill Close,
Epsom, Surrey, KT17 3AL.
26 Mar • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Terrace, London,
SW1W 8EZ (closest tube, Sloane Square). 6pm on; fans present in the bar
from 5pm. With Paul Kincaid. I hope to be there.
29-30 Mar • P-Con V, Central Hotel, Exchequer St, Dublin. Rates held at
€25/£15, €15 supporting; €30 at the door. Contact 253 Sundrive Road,
Crumlin, Dublin 12, Ireland. Sterling cheques to “Dave Lally #2 a/c”, 64
Richbourne Tce, London, SW8 1AX.
26 Apr • Alt.Fiction, Darwin Suite, Assembly Rooms, Derby. Many guests.
£20 reg; £16 concessions. Box Office booking: 01332 255800.
3-5 May • Fforde Ffiesta, De Vere Hotel, Shaw Ridge, Swindon. Now £30
reg. Day tickets available. Booking: www.ffordeffiesta.com. Cheques to The
Fforde Ffestival, 37A Oak Close, Bristol, BS34 6RB.
7 Jun • BSFA/SF Foundation AGM Event, Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion
Square, London, WC1R 4RL. Guests TBA.
28-29 Jun • ConRunner 2008 (conrunning), Britannia Hotel,
Wolverhampton. £30 reg until after Easter; £35 to 21 Jun; £45 at door. Day
£25. Contact 56 Jackmans Place, Letchworth G.C., Herts, SG6 1RH.
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19-21 Sep • Fantasycon 2008, Britannia Hotel, 1 St James St, Nottingham.
£50 reg (BFS members and students £40), rising to £60 (£50) on 1 April; £70
(£60) 1 July. Day rate £25 Fri or Sun, £40 Sat. Contact 5 Greenbank, Barnt
Green, Birmingham, B45 8DH.
17-19 Oct • Festival of Fantastic Films, Day’s Hotel, Sackville St,
Manchester. £70/$140 reg; £30/$60 day. Under-17s £30; under-13s £20.
Contact 95 Meadowgate Rd, Salford, Manchester, M6 8EN.
25 Oct • Teledeux! (follow-up to Year of the Teledu), London. 10am-late.
Venue TBC: “probably Doggett’s on Blackfriar’s Bridge.”
25-26 Jul 09 • Satellite 2, Crowne Plaza Hotel, Glasgow. GoH Iain M.
Banks. £40 reg; £10 supp/junior (5-14), £1 infant (0-4). Contact address
presumably TBA; meanwhile see www.satellite2.org.uk.
Rumblings • Sectus 2009, the Harry Potter con scheduled for June 2009 in
North Wales, is cancelled – apparently owing to fannish backbiting over the
Lexicon court case (see below). More, though not much, at www.sectus.org
[7 February]. Refunds of the £290 fee were promised. Contact 114 Bassnage
Rd, Halesowen, W. Midlands, B63 4HF.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. J.G. Ballard is rehabilitated, again: “For many readers,
Ballard is the author of the controversial novel Crash (1973), a surreal
exploration of sexuality and the motor car. But before Crash, and before his
wife’s death, Ballard’s novels had begun to shape a unique suburban
dystopia. In its time, this vision was categorised as science fiction. Now we
can see it more clearly as deeper, darker and more prophetic.” (Robert
McCrum, Observer review, 10 February) [JM]
Nebula Shortlists for 2007 work (which sometimes means 2006) include:
NOVEL Jack McDevitt, Odyssey; Joe Haldeman, The Accidental Time
Machine; Michael Chabon, The Yiddish Policemen’s Union; Nalo
Hopkinson, The New Moon’s Arms; Tobias Buckell, Ragamuffin.
• SCRIPT Children of Men; The Prestige; Pan’s Labyrinth; V for Vendetta;
Star Trek: New Voyages, “World Enough and Time”; Doctor Who, “Blink”.
Full list here [link now dead].
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R.I.P. John Alvin (1948-2008), US artist who painted many iconic film
posters, most famously the magic finger of E.T., died on 6 February aged 59.
Other work included Blazing Saddles (his debut), Gremlins, The Phantom of
the Paradise and the Star Wars anniversary posters. [GW]
• Richard Baer (1928-2008), US tv screenwriter who wrote scripts for The
Munsters and Bewitched, died on 22 February aged 79. [SJD]
• William F. Buckley, Jr (1925-2008), US newspaper columnist, conservative
pundit and occasional novelist who wrote the children’s fantasy The
Temptation of Wilfred Malachey (1985), died on 27 February; he was 82.
[ML]
• Ben Chapman (1928-2008), US actor who was the original Creature from
the Black Lagoon (1954), died on 21 February; he was 79.
• Robert DoQui (1934-2008), US actor best known as Sergeant Reed in three
Robocop films (1987-93), died on 9 February aged 74. [SJD]
• Steve Gerber (1947-2008), US comics writer who worked on several 1970s
Marvel titles – notably Man-Thing – and created the satirical character
Howard the Duck, died on 10 February. He was 60. His prolonged lawsuit
against Marvel, who took Howard the Duck away from him, is a landmark
case in comic creators’ rights. [TCR]
• Werner Kurt Giesa (1954-2008), German author who contributed to the
Perry Rhodan sequence but is best known for writing the biweekly horrorserial magazine Professor Zamorra under the pseudonym Robert Lamont,
died on or before 14 February; he was 53. [OM]
• E. Gary Gygax (1938-2008), US game designer and fantasy novelist best
known for his creation (with Dave Arneson) of the original, enormously
influential Dungeons & Dragons role-playing game, died on 4 March aged
69. [LP] I liked the on-line suggestion that fans should club together to build
him a vast tomb full of the deadliest imaginable traps.
• Janet Kagan (1946-2008), US author whose 1988 novel Hellspark had a
devoted following, and who won a Hugo for her novelette “The Nutcracker
Coup” (1992), died on 29 February. [GW]
• Robert Legault, US copyeditor and former Managing Editor of Tor Books,
died from an unexpected heart attack in late February. [RF]
• Stephen Marlowe (1928-2008), US crime and supernatural novelist who
published sf from 1950 to the early 1960s under his birth name Milton
Lesser, died on 22 February; he was 79. [AIP]
• Barry Morse (1918-2008), London-born actor – in Canada from 1951 –
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whose many genre roles included Professor Victor Bergman in Space: 1999,
died on 2 February aged 89. [MMW]
• Julian Rathbone (1935-2008), UK novelist whose sf venture was the futuredystopian Trajectories (1998), died on 28 February. He was 73. [JC]
• Alain Robbe-Grillet (1922-2008), French experimental author who wrote
some surreal fantasy, died on 18 February aged 87. [PDF] In sf, his “antinovel” approach famously influenced Brian Aldiss’s Report on Probability A.
• Leonard Rosenman (1924-2008), Oscar-winning composer who scored
many genre films (Fantastic Voyage, Beneath the Planet of the Apes and
sequel, Star Trek IV, Robocop 2, etc), died on 4 March; he was 83. [SFS]
• Roy Scheider (1932-2008), US actor best known for Jaws and also seen in
SeaQuest DSV (Captain Nathan Bridger), 2010, two Dracula films, etc, died
on 10 February aged 75. His debut film was The Curse of the Living Corpse
(1964). [GW]
• Ken Slater (1917-2008), old-time UK fan and book/magazine dealer who
introduced so many of us to the joys of sf and fandom, died on 16 February.
He was 90 in December 2007 and celebrated with a January party. Ken, a
much-loved figure at conventions for many decades, is generally credited
with restarting British fandom after World War II, setting an example to
fanzine publishers with his Operation Fantast in 1947; he was a founding
member (#6) of the BSFA in 1958. Ken and his late wife Joyce were fan
guests of honour at the 1987 Brighton Worldcon. With help from his
daughter Susie he remained an active book dealer into 2008.
• Steve Whitaker (1955-2008), UK comics artist who coloured the 1988
graphic novel V for Vendetta, died on 22 February. [JG]
Thog’s Mathematics Masterclass. “The most common problem is
factorizing prime numbers.” (Ian McDonald, Brasyl, 2007) [LC] For an
earlier instance of this proposition, see Ansible 153 (and 156).
Outraged Letters. Guy Lawley: “I found out a few weeks ago that Gollancz
were planning to re-issue their Fantasy Masterworks #17, titled Elric, in April
2008. The new [‘Ultimate Fantasies’] edition was to be titled Elric of
Melniboné. / As you probably know, Elric is a compendium of the original
1960s volumes Stealer of Souls and Stormbringer. Elric of Melniboné on the
other hand is the first of Moorcock’s new 1970s Elric books, a prequel to
Stealer of Souls. / I wrote to Jo Fletcher twice pointing out that Elric of
Melniboné is the title of a different book altogether and suggesting that
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Gollancz revert to the original title. Ms Fletcher wrote back twice justifying
their decision in various more or less daft ways. For example she pointed out
that Gollancz have 3 different editions of I Am Legend in print at the moment,
including a film tie-in. Needless to say, all three are still called I Am Legend.
None of them has been arbitrarily given the title of a completely different
Richard Matheson book. / Then Mike himself wrote to Gollancz. I had told
him about the name change; Gollancz, surprisingly, hadn’t consulted him at
all. At this point they decided they would change the name back to Elric. / I
hear that the title/cover change is now underway in the design department. I
also hear that the word at Gollancz is that ‘some anal nerd Moorcock fan’
started the ball rolling on this one. I’m thinking of having that put on a Tshirt.” [16 Feb]
Publishers and Sinners. Dedalus Books, UK fantasy publishers whose Arts
Council funding was cut for no evident reason (see A247), will now be
sponsored for two years by Informa plc/Routledge Books.
As Others See J.K. Rowling Readers. “Probably best to come clean here
and admit that I have not read the Harry Potter books. I bought them for my
daughter and speed-read a paragraph or two, but I swiftly came to the
conclusion that if I was ever going to get into this kind of thing, it would have
happened as a teenager. And I’d have doubtless nabbed myself a nice
Dungeons & Dragons-playing boyfriend into the bargain. I imagine he would
have been called Clive and we would have been blissfully happy, attending
Trekkie conventions together.” (Barbara Ellen, The Observer, 2 March) [PS]
Random Fandom. Eastercon LiveJournal exchange, regarding email
notification of programme participants ... Autopope: “I haven’t heard hide nor
hair from you.” Committee Person: “Who are you?” Autopope: “I’m Charlie
Stross, one of your GoH’s.” CP: “Ah, it’s you ...” [IM]
• Susie Haynes, Ken Slater’s daughter, plans to continue his Fantast mailorder book business under the name of Fantast Three. [GVG]
• Steve Stiles writes: “Noted Humanitarian and habitual Fan Art Hugo
nominee Steve Stiles has broadened his cartooning horizons by designing a
medal intended to promote World Peace for the Samaritan community in
Israel.” (www.samaritanmedal.org)
Magazine Scene. Speculations, Kent Brewster’s multiply Hugo-nominated sf
magazine which became an on-line sf writers’ resource at
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www.speculations.com, went into suspended animation on 2 March.
Court Circular. That J.K. Rowling/Warner Bros lawsuit against RDR
Books, prospective publishers of a condensed print version of Steve Vander
Ark’s Harry Potter Lexicon website, chugs on remorselessly. Even my name
was bandied in the legal filings, with RDR citing my own HP exegesis as one
of six works which didn’t get sued despite “especially striking similarities to
the Lexicon in both format and content”. I can’t see the likeness myself, and
neither can JKR/WB, whose counter-filing agrees that the Langford epic
wasn’t marketed as “an encyclopedia or guide”. I also heard from RDR,
asking how I got away with it – that is, whether JKR/WB had been horrid to
me. In fact, once Gollancz had let the author’s agents see early proofs, all was
sweetness and light.
• Terry Pratchett, who has conspicuously failed to sue Andrew M. Butler for
editing An Unofficial Companion to the Novels of Terry Pratchett, does not
approve of this suit: “In fantasy writing, accusations of copying are very
difficult to make. [...] You know who invented wizards? Who invented
Goblins? If we were going to start paying royalties for nicking one another’s
ideas, we’d have all given our life savings to the Tolkien family a long time
ago.” (Independent, 6 March) [JY]
More Awards. Bram Stoker (horror) shortlists include: NOVEL Bruce Boston,
The Guardener’s Tale; Joe Hill, Heart-Shaped Box; Sarah Langan, The
Missing; Dan Simmons, The Terror. FIRST NOVEL Joe Hill, Heart-Shaped Box;
Michael Calvillo, I Will Rise; John R. Little, The Memory Tree; Erika
Mailman, The Witch’s Trinity; Mary SanGiovanni, The Hollower.
• Gaylactic Spectrum (gay/lesbian): 2007 awards continued (see A244 for
novels). SHORT David Gerrold, “In The Quake Zone” (Down These Dark
Spaceways); Joy Parks, “Instinct” (The Future Is Queer); Christopher Barzak,
“The Language of Moths” (Realms of Fantasy). OTHER Richard Labonte and
Lawrence Schimel, ed., The Future Is Queer (anthology); Torchwood Season
1 (tv); V for Vendetta (film).
• SF Hall of Fame: Ian & Betty Ballantine, William Gibson, Richard Powers,
Rod Serling.
• SFWA Author Emeritus: Ardath Mayhar.
• Skylark (NESFA, for general contributions to sf): Charles Stross.
C.o.A. William Breiding, PO Box 1005, Tucson, AZ 85702, USA.
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We Are Everywhere. You know sf has conquered the world when a net
pundit announces that “Barack Obama is the Democratic Party’s Kwisatz
Haderach.” (SnarkyBastards.com) [LP]
• Roger Von Bergendorff, under investigation in the USA for possessing and
perhaps manufacturing poisonous ricin, “is believed to be a computer graphic
artist whose work has appeared on several science fiction novels”. No one
seems to know which novels. (New York Times, 3 March) [MF]
BSFA Story Competition. SF, up to 8000 words; open to UK/Irish residents
only; deadline 5 September. Good news: £500 first prize, £50 to runners-up.
Bad news: £10 entry fee. More at www.bsfa.co.uk.
The Dead Past. 70 Years Ago. Televised sf had its 70th anniversary last
month: the BBC’s partial adaptation of Karel Capek’s R.U.R.: Rossum’s
Universal Robots was broadcast on 11 February 1938. [AIP]
• 30 Years Ago: “The biggest event at Fantasycon [February 1978] was the
non-appearance of Stephen King, the Guest of Honour. Illness was given as
the official reason (actually his recent vasectomy hadn’t healed properly,
which is probably the most original excuse for a GoH not turning up in the
history of conventions).” (Checkpoint 87, March 1978)
Group Gropes. Hackney Libraries SF Reading Group: now monthly, 3rd
Tuesday. CLR James Library, 24-30 Dalston Rd, London, E8 3AZ. 6.307:30pm. More: ReadScienceFiction at Hackney dot gov dot uk.
Thog’s Masterclass. Eyeballs in the Sky. “Matilda was lovely, but she had
bright burning eyes that you could feel creep down your face and into your
belly.” (Arthur N. Scarm, The Werewolf vs Vampire Woman, 1972) [BA]
• Werewolf Truisms Dept. “Waldo was dead, but not very dead.” (Ibid)
• Life Expectancy Dept. “‘Please don’t hurt me Mister Werewolf,’ she
begged. ‘I’m only 21 and I have at least 10 good years ahead of me yet.’”
(Ibid)
• Dept of Colourful Idiom. “Considering this horrid fact, he drained his vodka
and soda and motioned to Mullarney [the barman] to shove up another
sheep.” (Sam Merwin, Jr, The Time Shifters, 1971). [AR]
• Time Travel Dept. “‘Finding that my new love is my great-grandfather,
however happenstantially, requires a certain amount of getting used to.’”
(Ibid)
• Dept of Relativity. “It’s the long accepted theory that a man who could
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travel faster than light could spin off this planet for a light year or two and
return that much younger.” (Ibid)
• True Romance Dept. “Sex, like a thousand-headed snake, wound its dark
coils and convulsed in agony, tightening upon the conflagration [in the hero’s
soul] and concentrating its malevolence and potency, pulsing the hellish
plasma to new levels of atrocious ferocity.” (Colin Kapp, Transfinite Man
aka The Dark Mind, 1964) [AR]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 14 March 2008: Brum Group, Briar Rose, Bennett Hill, Birmingham city
centre. 7.45pm. With Andy Sawyer. Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup
at yahoo co uk. Further meetings: 11 April Michael Scott Rohan, 9 May & 13
June TBA.
• 20 March 2008: Joe Abercrombie signing, Forbidden Planet, 179
Shaftesbury Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 5pm-6.30pm.
• 5 April 2008: Neal Asher signing, Forbidden Planet, 179 Shaftesbury
Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 1-2pm.
• 12 April 2008: Alastair Reynolds signing, Forbidden Planet, 179
Shaftesbury Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 1-2pm.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page:
http://links.ansible.co.uk/
Editorial. Yes, I do find it rather depressing to be running another long, long
obituary column. More frivolous news, please! Ken Slater’s humanist funeral
on 28 February was well attended despite the remote fenland location near
King’s Lynn. Besides Susie and the family, those present included Brian
Ameringen, Erik Arthur, Simon Bradshaw, Claire Brialey, Jim Campbell,
David Eggleton (who used to keep the market bookstall with Ken long ago,
and helped organize a 1960s Peterborough Eastercon), Martin Hoare, Tim
Illingworth and Marcia, me, Rog Peyton, Mark Plummer, Chris Priest,
Doreen Rogers, Peter Weston (armed with a copy of the new Prolapse for
Susie), and Bridget Wilkinson. Ken had a good long run, but somehow we
expected him to go on forever....
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Orbital. The 2008 UK Eastercon at Heathrow seemed highly successful,
with guests of honour Neil Gaiman, Tanith Lee, China Miéville, Rog Peyton
(fan) and Charles Stross all on excellent form. Total membership was
estimated as 1,300-odd actually attending. The event returns to the same
Heathrow hotel, the Radisson Edwardian, as Odyssey 2010 on 2-5 April
2010: guests are Alastair Reynolds, Liz Williams, Mike Carey, and Fran &
John Dowd (fan).
• BSFA Awards went to Ian McDonald for Brasyl (novel), Ken MacLeod for
“Lighting Out” in disLocations (short), Andy Bigwood for the disLocations
cover “Cracked World” (art), and Brian Aldiss for Non-Stop (1958
anniversary award). Also Peter Mabey received a life membership as the
longest-established BSFA member still paying his annual sub.
• Doc Weir Award for unsung heroes: Eddie Cochrane.
• There were lots of good programme items that I deafly missed. Rare
negative comments concerned access difficulties (narrow stairways that
couldn’t handle crowds) and erratic air conditioning (bake in the dealer’s
room or freeze in the real ale bar); the latter should be fixed by 2010.
Alarmingly, my overflow hotel – the Renaissance – proved to be a rebranding
of the old Heathrow Hotel where 30 years ago I and others ran the first
airport Eastercon, Skycon ’78.

The Sigma-Sequence
M. John Harrison won the Philip K. Dick Award for Nova Swing; Minister
Faust’s From The Notebooks Of Dr. Brain had a special citation.
Larry Niven, as any fan might expect, is in the Sigma sf writers’ think tank
which offers “unconventional thinking” at US Homeland Security
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science/technology conferences. In March, National Defense magazine gave
unenthusiastic – some say slanted – coverage to a recent Sigma panel’s
“rambling, sometimes strident string of ideas [...] Niven said a good way to
help hospitals stem financial losses is to spread rumors in Spanish within the
Latino community that emergency rooms are killing patients in order to
harvest their organs for transplants.” Niven: “The problem [of hospitals going
broke] is hugely exaggerated by illegal aliens who aren’t going to pay for
anything anyway.” Jerry Pournelle: “Do you know how politically incorrect
you are?” Niven: “I know it may not be possible to use this solution, but it
does work.” ND also claimed that, rather than answer audience questions,
panellists “used their time to pontificate on a variety of tangentially related
topics, including their past roles advising the government, predictions in their
stories that have come to pass, the demise of the paperback book market, and
low-cost launch into space.” [NH] That sounds familiar.
Terry Pratchett’s donation of a million dollars for Alzheimer’s research
(“Personally, I’d eat the arse out of a dead mole if it offered a fighting
chance.”) was very widely reported. The fevered brain of Pat Cadigan
perceived that this could be equalled if half a million fans each gave a pound
to the same cause, a campaign very soon named “Match It For Pratchett” –
with its own website at www.matchitforpratchett.org. Over £2,500 was raised
at Orbital, and donations to the Alzheimer’s Research Trust in honour of
Terry approached £41,000 by 25 March.

Conyschant
23 Apr • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Terrace, London,
SW1W 8EZ (closest tube, Sloane Square). 6pm on; fans present in the bar
from 5pm. Ken Slater memorial, with Peter Weston.
26 Apr • Alt.Fiction, Darwin Suite, Assembly Rooms, Derby. Many guests.
£20 reg; £16 concessions. Box Office booking: 01332 255800.
30 Apr • Clarke Award Ceremony, London. By invitation only.
30 Apr - 4 May • Sci-Fi London, Apollo West End Cinema, Lower Regent
St, London. £10/film evenings (10% off until 15 Apr) or £8/film day; “buy 5
get 1 free”. All-nighters £25. Bookings 020 7451 9944.
3-5 May • Fforde Ffiesta, De Vere Hotel, Shaw Ridge, Swindon. Now £30
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reg. Day tickets available. Booking: www.ffordeffiesta.com. Cheques to The
Fforde Ffestival, 37A Oak Close, Bristol, BS34 6RB.
28 Jun • Tolkien Society Seminar, Parkstead House, Whitelands College,
Roehampton University, London. Papers invited, on “Freedom, Fate, and
Choice in Middle-earth”: seminar at tolkiensociety dot org.
28-29 Jun • ConRunner 2008 (conrunning), Britannia Hotel,
Wolverhampton. Now £35 reg until 21 Jun; £45 at door. Day £25. Contact 56
Jackmans Place, Letchworth G.C., Herts, SG6 1RH.
29-31 Aug • Mecon 11/Unicon 22, Queen’s Univ, Belfast. GoH Charles
Stross. £15/€22 reg; £10/€15 unwaged; £5 supp. Cheques to “QUB Sci-Fi
Society”. Contact 115 Malone Rd, Belfast, BT9 6SP.
5-7 Sep • ZombieCon, Bentley, Walsall. Now £45 reg until 31 August; £50
at the door. Parent/guardian consent is required for under-18s. Contact 54
Bridge Rd, Uxbridge, Middlesex, UB8 2QP.
19-21 Sep • Fantasycon 2008, Britannia Hotel, 1 St James St, Nottingham.
Now £60 reg (BFS members and students £50); £70 (£60) from 1 July.
Contact 5 Greenbank, Barnt Green, Birmingham, B45 8DH.
27 Sep - 4 Oct • Milford Writers’ Conference, Trigonos Centre,
Snowdonia. Published authors only. Enquiries c/o Homeway House, 40
Westhay Rd, Meare, Glastonbury, Somerset, BA6 9TL.
11-12 Oct • NewCon 4, The Fishmarket, Bradshaw Street, Northampton,
NN1 2HL. Now £40 reg (BSFA members £35). £10 supporting; £20 per day.
Contact 16 Albany Road, Northampton, NN1 5LZ.
8 Nov • Music from the 21st Century: Barry Gray (Thunderbirds and other
Gerry Anderson music) centenary concert, Royal Festival Hall, South Bank,
London. Tickets: www.southbankcentre.co.uk.
7-9 Nov • ArmadaCon XX, Royal Fleet Club, 9-12 Morice Square,
Devonport, Plymouth, PL1 4PQ (new venue). £35 reg; £30 concessions; £10
supp. Contact 20 Pinewood Close, Plympton, Devon, PL7 2DW.
14-16 Nov • Novacon 38, Quality Hotel, Bentley, Walsall. Now £38 reg; £42
at the door. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.

Infinitely Improbable
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As Others Research Us. “I’ve always been a fan of H.G. Wells, the
19th/20th century British sci-fi author. You know, he’s the guy who penned
such classics as ‘The War of the Worlds,’ ‘The Time Machine’ and my
personal favorite, ‘1984.’” (Greg Bucci, city editor, Mohave Valley Daily
News, 13 March) [MRL]
Hugo Nominations. NOVEL Michael Chabon, The Yiddish Policemen’s
Union; Ian McDonald, Brasyl; Robert J. Sawyer, Rollback; John Scalzi, The
Last Colony; Charles Stross, Halting State.
• NOVELLA Nancy Kress, “The Fountain of Age” (Asimov’s 7/07); Kristine
Kathryn Rusch, “Recovering Apollo 8” (Asimov’s 2/07); Lucius Shepard,
“Stars Seen Through Stone” (F&SF 7/07); Connie Willis, “All Seated on the
Ground” (Asimov’s 12/07); Gene Wolfe, “Memorare” (F&SF 4/07).
• NOVELETTE Daniel Abraham, “The Cambist and Lord Iron: a Fairytale of
Economics” (Logorrhea); Ted Chiang, “The Merchant and the Alchemist’s
Gate” (F&SF 9/07); Greg Egan, “Dark Integers” (Asimov’s 10/07); Greg
Egan “Glory” (The New Space Opera); David Moles, “Finisterra” (F&SF
12/07).
• SHORT Stephen Baxter, “Last Contact” (The Solaris Book of New SF);
Elizabeth Bear, “Tideline” (Asimov’s 6/07); Ken MacLeod “Who’s Afraid of
Wolf 359?” (The New Space Opera); Mike Resnick “Distant Replay”
(Asimov’s 4/07); Michael Swanwick, “A Small Room in Koboldtown”
(Asimov’s 4/07).
• RELATED BOOK Diana Glyer, The Company They Keep: C.S. Lewis and
J.R.R. Tolkien as Writers in Community; Barry Malzberg, Breakfast in the
Ruins: SF in the Last Millennium; Luis Ortiz, Emshwiller: Infinity x Two; Jeff
Prucher, Brave New Words: The Oxford Dictionary of SF; Shaun Tan, The
Arrival.
• DRAMATIC: LONG Enchanted; The Golden Compass; Heroes Season 1; Harry
Potter and the Order of the Phoenix; Stardust.
• DRAMATIC: SHORT Battlestar Galactica, “Razor”; Doctor Who, “Blink”;
Doctor Who, “Human Nature”/“Family of Blood”; Star Trek New Voyages,
“World Enough and Time”; Torchwood, “Captain Jack Harkness”.
• EDITOR: SHORT Ellen Datlow, Stanley Schmidt, Jonathan Strahan, Gordon
Van Gelder, Sheila Williams.
• EDITOR: LONG Lou Anders, Ginjer Buchanan, David G. Hartwell, Beth
Meacham, Patrick Nielsen Hayden.
• ARTIST Bob Eggleton, Phil Foglio, John Harris, Stephan Martiniere, John
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Picacio, Shaun Tan.
• SEMIPROZINE Ansible, Helix, Interzone, Locus, The New York Review of SF.
• FANZINE Argentus, Challenger, The Drink Tank, File 770, Plokta.
• FAN WRITER Chris Garcia, David Langford, Cheryl Morgan, John Scalzi,
Steven H Silver.
• FAN ARTIST Brad Foster, Teddy Harvia, Sue Mason, Steve Stiles, Taral
Wayne.
• CAMPBELL AWARD (“not a Hugo”) Joe Abercrombie, Jon Armstrong, David
Anthony Durham, David Louis Edelman, Mary Robinette Kowal, Scott
Lynch.
Apocwyphal? Elderly Lady at Waterstone’s: “I’m looking for something for
my grandson; he’s 16 and not really into reading, though he likes Pratchett.
What might you recommend?” Waterstone’s Person: “Has he tried Rankin?”
EL: “Yes, I suppose that would keep him quiet, but I was really wanting to
get him a book.” (Bent’s Notes, The Bookseller)
Arthur C. Clarke Award shortlist: Matthew de Abaitua, The Red Men;
Stephen Baxter, The H-Bomb Girl; Sarah Hall, The Carhullan Army; Steven
Hall, The Raw Shark Texts; Ken MacLeod, The Execution Channel; Richard
Morgan, Black Man.
• As usual, there was some fuss about the jury’s choices. Administrator Tom
Hunter writes: “In an SF Crowsnest interview I said: ‘In many ways the
Award isn’t so much about picking the “best” book of the year (although we
are still very good at that too) and is more about pushing at the edges of our
genre.’ While this was part of a broader point about the many different ways
in which the Award is viewed by the sf community and beyond, it’s clear to
me now that such comments can easily be read as suggesting there’s an
agenda behind the selection process, which is not and never has been the
case. The Clarke Award is known for the high level of passionate debate it
can inspire, but I apologise for any confusion and concern I have
unintentionally provoked while promoting the Award this year.”
Publishers and Sinners. A Games Workshop mole reports sweeping cuts in
their publishing arm after a poor Christmas for games sales. Marc Gascoigne,
founder of the imprints Solaris (sf/fantasy) and Black Library (game ties), is
now on “gardening leave” with redundancy expected to follow. BL seems
safe but the future of Solaris is less certain.
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R.I.P. Jane Blackstock (1947-2008), late of Gollancz, died of cancer on 3
March – two days after her 61st birthday. Jo Fletcher writes: “Jane, formerly
Gollancz’s formidable rights director, took on the role of publisher when Liz
Knights died; she was at the helm when Gollancz was bought by Orion, but
chose not to remain with the company.”
• Ray Bradbury (1950-2008), UK fan and long-time stalwart of the
Birmingham SF Group, died on 17 March – about a week before his 58th
birthday. He was a skilled conjuror and member of the Magic Circle whose
occasional performances in fandom were much appreciated. [PW]
• Sir Arthur C. Clarke (1917-2008), UK-born sf and science author who for
decades had been genuinely world-famous, died in Sri Lanka on 18 March:
he was 90. Several examples of his sf, notably The City and the Stars from
1956, still evoke that old sense of wonder for the most jaded fans. It goes
without saying that tributes appeared in countless major newspapers and online platforms; my own more or less formal piece will be in SFX. Despite
colossal fame, Sir Arthur didn’t forget his early roots as “Ego” Clarke in
1940s/1950s British fandom. When Ansible’s most infamous department
quoted him in 2002, he replied with delight: “Now I can die happy – finally
made it to MASTERCLASS!” Overhead, without any fuss ...
• Dr Christine Haycock, widow of Sam Moskowitz and an active fan in her
own right, died on 23 January aged 84. [AIP]
• Raymond Leblanc (1915-2008), Belgian comics publisher whose cofounded Editions du Lombard produced the famous Tintin magazine (19451988), died on 21 March aged 92. [JW]
• Anthony Minghella (1954-2008), UK scriptwriter and director who wrote
and directed the ghost story Truly, Madly, Deeply (1990), died unexpectedly
on 18 March. He was 54. [JJ]
• Jody Scott (1923-2007), UK-born sf author who wrote Passing For Human
(1977) and I, Vampire (1984), died on 24 December last year; she was 84.
• Dave Stevens (1955-2008), US cartoonist and comics writer/artist who
created The Rocketeer (filmed by Disney in 1991), died from leukaemia on
10 March. He was 52. [JG]
Blurbismo. “What Jensen discovers will turn the world upside-down,
literally.” (Jonathan Cape blurb for Mark Wernham, Martin Martin’s On the
Other Side, 2008) [BA]
As Others Mourn Us. Simon Drake (who he?) shares his feelings on the
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Times website: “Arthur C. Clarke is dead. Farewell. Etc. So are we going to
be hammered by publishers re-issuing all his well known titles and a few
more that you should also get to know? Is it possible that a young writer,
living in the ‘now’ (ACC’s ‘future’ for when he was writing) could be
coming up with fantastic visions that equal ACC and isn’t it only fair for the
young writer to be on the market as well? I see his death as a good thing. Get
the great ACC resurgence over and done with and then SF Writers can get
back to spreading great ideas into a rapidly changing world. I give credit to
ACC, I even put his Three Laws of Robotics into the preface of my book
Love Data, but it’s time for a new generation to get into the public eye.” [20
March] Poor dear.
Magazine Scene. Scheherezade, after an 18-year run, published its last issue
at Eastercon: editor Liz Counihan wants more time for her own writing,
although “My sister and Art Editor, Deirdre, hopes that when she has time
she’ll be able to revive the magazine.”
• Wendy Bradley corrects A247: Farthing is on hold entirely for financial
reasons (Wendy needs £3,000 to publish the next issue and pay its authors)
and no personal health problems were involved. Your editor grovels.
More Awards. Prometheus (libertarian) finalists for 2007 work: Tobias S.
Buckell, Ragamuffin; Ken MacLeod, The Execution Channel; Larry Niven &
Edward M. Lerner, Fleet of Worlds, Harry S. Turtledove, The Gladiator; Jo
Walton, Ha’Penny.
Outraged Letters. Darren Nash of Orbit unwisely talked to The Times about
Arthur C. Clarke: “This was distilled into the comment piece you see in
today’s Times [20 March]. It’s not how I would have chosen to write it –
apart from the last two paragraphs, which are taken from my Orbit blog
piece, they’re not my words – but it seemed harmless enough, so I signed off
on it. / Imagine my fury, this morning, when I opened the paper to see the
headline that dominated the page where ‘my’ commentary piece appeared. I
would like to state, for the record, that had I had the tiniest inkling that there
was an agenda to rehash the vile rumours spawned by that gutter-dwelling
piece of bog paper, the Sunday Mirror, not only would I have refused to
speak to anyone from The Times, but I’d have cordially invited them to go
forth and multiply. I’m relieved, at least, that ‘my’ words didn’t appear in the
same article – I can only imagine how livid Terry Pratchett must be feeling
right now – but I’m no less angry. I don’t want my name on the same
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continent as an article that revisits that pernicious – and obviously politically
motivated – smear campaign, let alone on the same page. [...] Arthur C.
Clarke was one of my heroes. I grew up reading his novels, short stories and
non-fiction and it is that work that is directly responsible for me being where
I am today – and in many ways, who I am today. You only need to read my
piece on the Orbit website to see the high regard in which I held Sir Arthur. /
I want to dissociate myself completely from that article in The Times, now
joining the black list of newspapers I will never buy again. I shouldn’t have
expected any better from a Newscorp publication, but somehow I did. More
fool me.” (Jack Malvern’s Times article “Arthur C. Clarke’s honour delayed
by sex claims” devoted its first seven paragraphs to the never-substantiated
1998 allegations, before finding space for lesser matters like 2001, satellites
and the tributes from Terry Pratchett and Patrick Moore.)
Random Fandom. Bruce Gillespie is madly pleased to have won this year’s
Peter McNamara Award for life achievement in Australian sf.
• Marcia Illingworth writes: “Faldo, Tony (blindpew) Smith’s first Guide
Dog, passed away on 3/03 at 7:20PM, with my arms around him and Tim by
our sides.”
• Rob Jackson hauled a load of prozines to Eastercon for the unknown fan
who won them at the 2007 LFF auction, but they still weren’t claimed.
Unknown fan, please note that Rob will pay shipping costs: contact
jacksonshambrook at tiscali co uk.
• Jonathan Palfrey on the vast A248 obituary list: “It’s a pity you feel obliged
to kill so many people every time, but I suppose The Duty has to be done.
Have you ever thought of delegating the job to your granddaughter?”
C.o.A. Dave Locke, PO Box 485, Pownal, VT 05261, USA. Pat & Roger
Sims, 12 Sweetgum Dr, Unit A, Orange City, FL 32763-9023, USA.
Guesting. Brian Aldiss: “Just back from a rousing time in Florida, where I
attended the 29th year of the IAFA.... Also, I was in Tampa at the South
Florida University, where a learned choir of guys sang my praises. Everyone
enjoyed that – particularly me. Now I’m home and full of energy. I’m
thinking of having a second pace-maker fitted.”
• Simon R. Green had to drop out as World Horror Convention MC owing to
the agony of (a) trapped nerves and (b) side effects of medication for (a).
A248 Update. “Roger Von Bergendorff” is elusive as an sf artist, but ISFDB
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and Locus list covers for several Gregory Benford and other sf titles 19861993, as by Roger Bergendorff or Bergendorf. [WL/JS]
Thog’s Masterclass. Eyeballs in the Sky. “Her eyes seemed to come back
from somewhere else ...” (Timothy Zahn, The Backlash Mission, 1986) [IC]
• Teleology Dept. “In the dawn of time, Man, the monad, was encased in
stone. He had to struggle through into vegetable life, then, by acquiring
locomotion from plant to animal, from medusa to holothurisan; thence to
work his way out of the primeval waters, develop wings and limbs –” (Clive
Trent [Victor Rousseau], “Human Pyramid”, Spicy-Adventure Stories, April
1941) [DL]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 5 April 2008: Neal Asher signing, Forbidden Planet, 179 Shaftesbury
Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 1-2pm.
• 11 April 2008: Brum Group, Briar Rose, Bennett Hill, Birmingham city
centre. 7.45pm. With Michael Scott Rohan. Contact 07845 897760 or
bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Further meetings: 9 May & 13 June TBA.
• 12 April 2008: Alastair Reynolds signing, Forbidden Planet, 179
Shaftesbury Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 1-2pm.
• 3 May 2008: Stephen Hunt signing, Forbidden Planet, 179 Shaftesbury
Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 1-2pm.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page:
http://links.ansible.co.uk/
Wedding Bells. In February Pete Young married his Benji in Bangkok, while
James Bacon married Simoné Van Zyl twice, in Croydon registry office and
again in South Africa.
Stoker Awards (horror), presented on 29 March: NOVEL Sarah Langan, The
Missing. FIRST NOVEL Joe Hill, Heart-Shaped Box. LONG FICTION Gary
Braunbeck, Afterward, There Will Be a Hallway. SHORT David Niall Wilson,
“The Gentle Brush of Wings”. COLLECTION (tie): Michael A. Arnzen,
Proverbs for Monsters; Peter Straub, 5 Stories. ANTHOLOGY Five Strokes to
Midnight ed. Gary Braunbeck and Hank Schwaeble. NONFICTION: Jonathan
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Maberry & David F. Kramer, The Cryptopedia. POETRY (tie): Linda Addison,
Being Full of Light, Insubstantial; and Charlee Jacob & Marge Simon,
Vectors: A Week in the Death of a Planet. LIFE ACHIEVEMENT John Carpenter,
Robert Weinberg.
Editorial Oddments. Juicy stories like the National Defense panel report
often reach me from multiple Ansible readers: I’m grateful to you all but tend
to credit only the first sender, unless different communications provide
different angles on the story.
• It occurs to me that the Ansible links page at links.ansible.co.uk is more
interesting and much more frequently updated than the nominal home page at
news.ansible.co.uk ... do you think it would be better for news.ansible.co.uk
to go straight to the links page?
• Once again I’m slightly boggled that the much deplored (though not by me)
streak of Langford Hugo nominations continues. What can I say but thanks
very much? I have always depended on the kindness of voters.
• Lastly, an unexciting new experiment: the website version of this issue
includes permalinks to each item and headline. This is all because of the great
Cory Doctorow.
• Despite the date I forgot to include any April Foolery. Or is the previous
sentence in fact a subtle leg-pull? I forget that too.
Thog’s Werewolf Supplement. Since Thog gets short shrift above, here are
some extras from a recently quoted masterwork: “I forgot to mention that
werewolves are very strong. Their diet includes such things as animal blood,
ailing grandmothers and rancid chicken fat.”
• “Being a werewolf is strictly against the law in most countries because they
can be cruel and inhuman.”
• “‘Yes,’ Waldo answered, ‘it’s one of the duties of a werewolf. I must
frighten people.’” (all Arthur N. Scarm, The Werewolf vs Vampire Woman,
1972) [BA]
Ansible 249 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2008. Thanks to Ian Covell, Joe
Gordon, Niall Harrison, John Jarrold, Mark R. Leeper, Wim Lewis, Denny
Lien, Andrew I. Porter, James Summerson, Peter Weston, Joe Woolamaloo,
and our Hero Distributors: Vernon Brown (Brum Group News), Janice
Murray (N America), SCIS/Prophecy, and Alan Stewart (Australia). 1 Apr
08.
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Ansible 250, May 2008
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU. Web
news.ansible.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X
(e). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Brad Foster. Available for SAE or a
recursion in metastories.
Clarke Award 2008. Sir Arthur C. Clarke was remembered at the usual
boozy gathering in the now-traditional Apollo Cinema, Lower Regent St,
London. Our genial hosts, the Sci-Fi London film festival, laid on a costumed
ensemble of Darth Vader and other Star Wars icons who were much
photographed. All six award finalists turned up – the ever unlucky Stephen
Baxter making his seventh nominee appearance, still without a win – and the
inflation-adjusted £2008 cheque went to Richard Morgan for Black Man (US
title Thirteen). According to jury chair Paul Billinger, this is “a complex and
passionate exploration of prejudice and identity ... bold and risk-taking yet
compelling and coherent.” After criticism of the shortlist for perceived overemphasis on fringe and slipstream work, there was a sense of relief that the
winning novel is unashamed sf and published as such. Another pre-award
cavil came from that PC bastion The Sunday Telegraph, making cautiously
negative use of the g-word: “You don’t have to be a male geek to like – or
write – science fiction, but it may be significant that there is only one woman
– Sarah Hall, author of The Carhullan Army – on the shortlist for the 2007
Arthur C. Clarke Award.” (Anne-Marie Conway, 27 April) [TH]

The Wall of Darkness
Roald Dahl’s name was conspicuously not bandied in a Birmingham (UK)
radio quiz. Elliott Webb: “Who wrote Charlie and the Chocolate Factory?”
Caller: “Was it H.G. Wells?” (96.4 BRMB Birmingham) [PE]
J.K. Rowling and Steve Vander Ark each had a little weep while testifying in
the Warner/Rowling lawsuit to block print publication of SVA’s Harry
Potter Lexicon. Despite various pundits’ total certainty that the Lexicon is (a)
a transformative work of scholarship protected by the fair-use doctrine, or (b)
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a sloppy mass of paraphrase and cut-and-paste that uses far too many of
JKR’s original words, the law seems less than clear. On the third day of the
April hearing, as he had on the second, Judge Robert Patterson Jr. dropped a
strong hint: “I think this case, with imagination, could be settled.” (AP) Some
points – false advertising and deceptive trade practices – were indeed settled,
but the copyright/trademark infringement decision is up to the judge. And
then, no doubt, the court of appeal. Rowling fans’ hackles rose at Patterson’s
comment that he’d read the first Potter novel to his grandchildren and found
the “magical world hard to follow, filled with strange names and words that
would be gibberish in any other context.” Comments by sf people ranged
from Neil Gaiman’s mild bemusement (“Well, if it was me, I’d probably be
flattered” ... “My heart is on the side of the people doing the unauthorised
books, probably because the first two books I did were unauthorised”) to an
authentic Orson Scott Card weblog rant: “Rowling’s hypocrisy is so thick I
can hardly breathe ... Her greedy evil-witch behavior now disgusts us. ...
What a pretentious, puffed-up coward.” etc. For some reason, though it’s
utterly irrelevant to the legal issues, Card seems most incensed by Rowling’s
“Dumbledore was gay” revelation.
Stanley Schmidt, not yet an Editor Emeritus, was mysteriously referenced as
“Stanley Schmidt, former editor of the science-fiction magazine Analog ...”
(Marcus Chown, New Scientist, 12 April) [PDF]
Patrick Stewart’s Broadway role as Macbeth drew some highly relevant
questions from Newsweek’s Nicki Gostin: “When you’re onstage, aren’t you
worried about weird Trekkie fans in the audience?” PS: “Oh, come on, that’s
just a silly thing to say.” NG: “But they are weird.” PS: “How many do you
know personally? You couldn’t be more wrong. Here’s the thing: if you say
the fans are weird, that means there is something essentially weird about the
show, and there is nothing weird about it. I’m very passionate when people
like you snigger.” [AL] Of course Newsweek (7 April) headlined this
Macbeth interview “Mr. Stewart Loves His Trekkies”, with the photo caption
“Is that a Klingon I See?”

Congraffet
Until 18 May • Anne Sudworth art exhibition, Strawberry Hill House,
Waldegrave Road, Twickenham, London. Contact 0208 8922804.
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Until 25 Oct • Dan Dare and the Birth of Hi-Tech Britain, exhibition,
Science Museum, South Kensington, London. Free admission.
3-5 May • Fforde Ffiesta, De Vere Hotel, Shaw Ridge, Swindon. £30 reg.
Day tickets are available. Booking: www.ffordeffiesta.com. Cheques to The
Fforde Ffestival, 37A Oak Close, Bristol, BS34 6RB.
9-11 May • Bristol International Comic Expo, British Empire &
Commonwealth Exhibition Hall/Ramada Hotel, Bristol. £12 weekend; £6.00
Sat or Sun; £1/day child. Bookings www.comicexpo.net.
15-18 May • Eurocon/RosCon, Lesnye Dali Hotel, Gorki-10, Moscow West,
Russia. $100 reg; same at the door; €20 supp; all-inclusive membership €250
(with 3 nights’ accommodation and 3 meals/day; must be booked in
advance). See www.eurocon2008.ru.
28 May • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Terrace, London,
SW1W 8EZ (closest tube, Sloane Square). 6pm on; fans present in the bar
from 5pm. With Andrew Wilson.
7 Jun • BSFA/SF Foundation AGM Event, Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion
Square, London, WC1R 4RL. GoH Geoff Ryman for SFF, Peter Weston for
BSFA (50th-anniversary theme). 10:30am-5pm (then to pub), with SFF AGM
12:30-1pm, BSFA AGM 2-2:30pm. Admission free.
1-2 Nov • UnConvention (Forteana), University of Westminster, 309 Regent
St, London (“site of Britain’s first public moving picture show in 1896”, a
demo by the Lumière brothers). Further details TBA.
2-5 Apr 10 • Odyssey 2010 (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel,
Heathrow, London. Now £45 reg, £35 unwaged, £20 supp. Junior (under 17)
£20, child (under 11) £5, infant (under 5) £1. Contact: 5 Langhaul Road,
Crookston, Glasgow, G53 7SE. Odyssey is also bidding, this month in
Moscow, for the 2010 Eurocon: Euro rates will follow if it wins.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Sam Wollaston of the Guardian bewails the effort of
comprehending Battlestar Galactica’s season-four opening without having
watched a single past episode: “What I’m trying to say is, I’m not very good
at sci-fi – in books, on television, anywhere. There’s not enough food in it, or
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baths – the important things in life. When was the last time you saw a
bathroom on a spaceship? Or a kitchen? Or a bedroom for that matter, and
any of the things that go on in there? It’s so concerned with the massive
issues – time, space, war, distant galaxies, the future of the human race – that
it forgets the little things that make life interesting and human and sensual.
Sci-fi has no smell.” In short: “I don’t understand half the complexities.
(That, incidentally is another problem: it’s so bloody complicated. Why is
sci-fi like that – a competition for boys to see who’s best at working out what
the hell is going on?) [...] This obviously makes me a girl.” (Guardian, 16
April) [CP]
More Awards. Nebulas. Novel: Michael Chabon, The Yiddish Policemen’s
Union. Novella: Nancy Kress, “Fountain of Age”. Novelette: Ted Chiang,
The Merchant and the Alchemist’s Gate. Short: Karen Joy Fowler, “Always”.
Script: Pan’s Labyrinth. Andre Norton Award (YA): J.K. Rowling, Harry
Potter and the Deathly Hallows.
• James Tiptree Jr, for gender-exploring sf: Sarah Hall, The Carhullan Army.
Wisdom of the Mainstream. Joe McNally reports: “A friend took part in a
panel discussion with Toby Litt at the weekend, on the future of the short
story. As the conversation turned to online fiction and authors’ online
presences, Litt made the frankly bizarre assertion that ‘nobody has ever
written a story about Kirk and Spock having sex.’ Cue collapse of several
stout parties, many of them wondering whether Mr Litt has ever actually seen
the internet.” (7 April)
R.I.P. Bebe Barron (1925-2008), pioneer of electronic music in cinema, who
with her husband Louis created the score for Forbidden Planet (1956), died
on 20 April; she was 82. [GD]
• John Berkey (1932-2008), noted US sf artist whose work is collected in The
Art of John Berkey (2003, text by Jane Frank), died on 29 April. [ML] Paul
Barnett writes: “He was one of the most painterly of sf artists, and managed
to convey both splendour and strangeness with a power and sense of wonder
that it’s hard to describe.”
• Johnny Byrne (1935-2008), Irish-born writer and script editor best known in
sf for his work on the first year of Space: 1999 (1975-6), died on 3 April. He
also wrote five stories for Science Fantasy (1964-5) and three Doctor Who tv
scripts. [CM]
• Tristram Cary (1925-2008), UK-born electronic music composer who
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scored several Doctor Who episodes including the 1963 debut of the Daleks,
died in Adelaide, Australia, at age 82. His music was also heard in the
Hammer Quatermass and the Pit (1967) and his effects in When the Wind
Blows (1986). [CM]
• Hugo Correa (1926-2008) Chilean sf author – largely untranslated, though
some stories appeared in F&SF – died on 23 March. [SFS]
• Hazel Court (1926-2005), UK actress who co-starred in such popular genre
movies as Devil Girl From Mars (1954) and several of Roger Corman’s Poe
adaptations – notably The Raven (1963) – died on 15 April; she was 82.
[SJD]
• Alex Grasshoff (1928-2008), US director of Future Shock (1972), 3
episodes of Kolchak: The Night Stalker (1974) and The Last Dinosaur
(1977), died on 5 April aged 79. [SFS]
• Lawrence Hertzog (1951-2008), US producer/scriptwriter who worked on
SeaQuest DSV (1990s) and Painkiller Jane (2007), died on 19 April aged 56.
[SJD]
• Charlton Heston (1924-2008), US actor with famous sf roles in Planet of
the Apes (1968, followed by an extended cameo in the 1970 Beneath the
Planet of the Apes), The Omega Man (1971) and Soylent Green (1973), died
on 5 April. He was 83. [GW] Inevitably, many people wrote of assorted
unlikely objects being prised from his cold, dead fingers.
• Margaret J. Howes, US fan and author of the sf novel The Wrong World
(2000), died on 15 April aged 80. [DL]
• Ollie Johnston (1912-2008), last survivor of the “Nine Old Men” of classic
Disney animation, died on 16 April. He was 95. His career began in 1935,
included work on the 1937 Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, and continued
until The Rescuers (1977). [JY]
• Kay Linaker (Kate Phillips, 1913-2008), US actress and screenwriter who
co-wrote The Blob (1958), died on 18 April aged 94. [AIP]
As Others Research Us. From a positive article on sf (and Ken MacLeod) at
the Glasgow Science Festival: “The whole basis of the internet was famously
inspired by William Gibson’s book Neuromancer and Isaac Asimov, who
recently died, ‘invented’ earth-orbiting satellites in one of his tales.” (Jasper
Hamill, Sunday Herald, April) [KM]
Fanfundery. TAFF: Chris Garcia completed his 2008 trip report and sent it
to me for the TAFF website on 10 April: “And here, finally, is my TAFF
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Report. I sleep now.” By Chris’s request, web access is password-controlled.
Details from the man himself: garcia at computerhistory org.
Thog’s Radical Politics Masterclass. Sherlock Holmes is briefed on the
Great Game’s state of play in 1924: “Our enemy may have changed his hat,
but the Bolsheviks want a Communist East as much as the Tsar did, you can
count on it.” (Laurie R. King, The Game, 2004) [YR]
Outraged Letters. Ramsey Campbell mourns his mother-in-law: “Jenny’s
mother (and Penny’s and Chris’s), Joan, died today aged 93. She was married
to A. Bertram Chandler and later to John Newman but outlived both.” (29
April)
• Chris Morgan writes: “Today (Mon 31 March) we attended the cremation
service for Ray Bradbury (29 March 1950 to 17 March 2008). The chapel at
Robin Hood Crematorium, Birmingham, was completely packed, a third of
the attendees standing. It was a mixture of family, friends, fans, magicians.
Those attending included Chris & Pauline Morgan, Rog & Arline Peyton,
Pete Weston, Dave Hardy, Vernon & Pat Brown, Martin Tudor, Tony Berry,
Steve Green and Dave Holmes. There were moving tributes from his wife
Carole and three friends, stressing Ray’s generosity, his high quality
workmanship in numerous fields and his sense of humour. Not entirely a
serious occasion.”
• Mark Newton of Solaris takes issue with the Games Workshop mole report
(A249) on the firing of Solaris/Black Library founder Marc Gascoigne: “I
was most surprised to hear of our impending demise, in the recent issue of
Ansible, especially given that today we were celebrating George Mann’s
promotion to Head of Black Library and Solaris. Just to reassure any
interested parties that changes were mostly related to our Role Playing
Games imprint, and that both Black Library and Solaris continue to thrive in
double-digit growth.” Guy Haley, late of GW, added a pungent comment but
thought better of it.
Squids in Space, Redux. The US procurement magazine Defense AT&L
offers an sf parable about expensive weaponry aimed at bygone threats.
Warlord Korg muses on the end of the Cold War: “Obviously we’re not
fighting the Torrapians anymore. Are we?” Alas, his Peregrine starship
[stealth bomber] isn’t much use against “a technologically backwards group
of jelly-fish-based terrorists with very limited spacefaring capabilities. [...]
They lack both the means and the inclination to conduct combat operations in
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space. Their most effective planetary defense weapon flings a cloud of debris
in the general direction of a spacecraft and hopes to punch a hole or two in
the hull.” They are called ... the Minotaur-Squids of the Indigo Zone! (Wired,
13 April) [TL]
FAAn Awards were presented at Corflu in April. Fanzine: Prolapse. Fan
Artist: Dan Steffan. Fan Writer: Arnie Katz. Letterhack (Harry Warner
Memorial Award): Robert Lichtman. New Fan: John Coxon. Fan Website:
eFanzines.com. Number One Fan Face: Arnie Katz.
New Wave Denounced. Egyptian novelist Alaa Al Aswany reveals the secret
of his success: “I am writing for ordinary people. I want everyone to be able
to read my books. The problem with Arab literature has been that it forgot to
tell stories and lost its way in experimentation. Too many novels that start
with lines like ‘I came home to find my wife having sex with a cockroach.’”
(New York Times, 27 April) [DB]
C.o.A. Mog Decarnin is moving soon. Don West, 16 Rockville Drive,
Embsay, Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23 6NX. [HA]
Futurology Corner. Christine Peterson of the Foresight Nanotech Institute
in Menlo Park, California, “has one recommendation: Read science fiction,
especially ‘hard science fiction’ that sticks rigorously to the scientifically
possible. ‘If you look out into the long-term future and what you see looks
like science fiction, it might be wrong,’ she says. ‘But if it doesn’t look like
science fiction, it’s definitely wrong.’” (Joel Achenbach, “The Future Is
Now”, Washington Post, 13 April) [AL]
Sidewise Awards (alternate history) finalists: LONG FORM Michael Chabon,
The Yiddish Policemen’s Union; Robert Conroy, 1945: A Novel; Mary
Gentle, Ilario: The Lion’s Eye (US ed in two volumes, #2 being Ilario: The
Stone Golem; Jay Lake, Mainspring; Sophia McDougall, Rome Burning; Jo
Walton, Ha’penny.
• SHORT FORM Elizabeth Bear, “Les Innocents/Lumiere” (New Amsterdam);
Michael Flynn. “Quaestiones Super Caelo Et Mundo” (Analog 7/07);
Matthew Johnson. “Public Safety” (Asimov’s 3/07); Jess Nevins. “An
Alternate History of Chinese Science Fiction” (No Fear of the Future,
17/5/07); Chris Roberson. “Metal Dragon Year” (Interzone 213); Kristine
Kathryn Rusch. “Recovering Apollo 8” (Asimov’s 2/07); John Scalzi.
“Missives from Possible Futures #1: Alternate History Search Results”
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(Subterranean Magazine, Winter).
Market Reminder. Henry Gee of Nature continues to solicit: “Futures SF
column is alive and well and always on the lookout for copy. Inquiries to the
Third Park Bench On The Left, The Esplanade, Cromer, Norfolk, or by email
to futures at nature dot com.”
The Dead Past. Forty Years Ago. “Due to hit the presses later this year is a
book titled Pop-Corn, written by James Sallis and Michael Moorcock. PopCorn has been described as ‘a fierce attack on the world of pop culture and
the cults that surround it.’ Tolkien, James Bond and Alfred Hitchcock are just
three targets of the way of life some of us hold dear. The book, not yet quite
complete, is already scheduled for joint publication by Gollancz and
Penguin.” (Skyrack 95, May 1968).
SFWA Elections. As reported webwide, the hot news seemed to be not so
much that Russell Davis won the presidency with 330 votes as that the
somewhat controversial Andrew Burt (with 53 votes) didn’t. World interest
in this momentous poll was signalled by Ian Whates’s unopposed win as
Overseas Regional Director “with one of the biggest turnouts for his region in
years”, being 19 votes. [SFWA]
Thog’s Masterclass. Pole Shift Dept. “Unsmiling, the Secretary of the
Interior mumbled, ‘I wonder if the earth will topple all the way over – I mean
– like this.’ He made a rolling motion with his hands.” (Edwin Woodard and
Heather Woodard Bischoff, Storehouses of the Snow, 1980) [AR]
• Dept of Naval Rhetoric. “‘Mr President,’ [the Admiral] began, ‘here is a
message, sir, the like of which no man has received since the days of Noah!’”
(Ibid)
• Bathos Dept. “All the men were acutely aware of the tremendous events
taking place: the change in the earth’s axis; the great earthquakes which had
apparently occurred, the sudden eruptions of many old and new volcanoes;
the breaking up of the Great Ross Ice Shelf; the torrents of meltwater, and
evident speeding up of the flood of glacial ice tossing thousands of giant
icebergs into the sea. Making several trips, they brought out many cans.
Some of them were dented.” (Ibid)
• Dept of Who Knew? “Weather was always changing somewhere.” (Ibid)
• Rhetorical Poultry Dept. “The man nodded briskly, now looking like a
chicken that had finally been proved correct over a point that had long been
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in bitter dispute.” (Michael Marshall Smith, The Servants, 2007) [PB]
• Dept of Inexorable Fate. “It would not be like that, but that was the way it
would be.” (Ibid) “It was that way, but also it was not.” (Ibid)
• Alternative “Spung!” Dept. “Suddenly Kris had boobs. Boobs that she
knew all too well how to make go boom.” (Mike Shepherd, Kris Longknife:
Audacious, 2007) [PM]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 3 May 2008: Stephen Hunt signing, Forbidden Planet, 179 Shaftesbury
Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 1-2pm.
• 3 May 2008: Simone Lia & Bryan Talbot, Hexham Literary Festival, 6pm.
• 9 May 2008: Brum Group, Briar Rose, Bennett Hill, Birmingham city
centre. 7.45pm. With Ian R. MacLeod. Contact 07845 897760 or
4bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Further meetings: 13 June Eric Brown, 11 July
TBA.
• 10 May 2008: Eric Brown signing, Forbidden Planet, 179 Shaftesbury
Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 1-2pm.
• 15 May 2008: Ramsey Campbell & Conrad Williams, Waterstone’s, 91
Deansgate, Manchester. 7-9pm. Tickets £3.
• 7 Jun 2008: Brian Bolland, Dave Gibbons, Duncan Fegredo & Sean Philips
signing, Forbidden Planet, 179 Shaftesbury Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 12pm.
• 14 June 2008: Steve Dillon & Bryan Talbot, Waterstone’s, Oxford
Street, London. 2pm.
• 1 July 2008: Hannah Berry, Paul Gravett & Bryan Talbot, Ipswich
Literary Festival.
• 22 August 2008: Alan Grant & Bryan Talbot, Edinburgh
Literary Festival. 8:30pm.
Random Links. Rather than save them up for Ansible each month, I now add
topical links to a sidebar column on the links page:
http://links.ansible.co.uk/
Editorial Oddments. The magic number 250 ought to be marked by modest
celebrations (I’ll have a drink later; feel free to join me) and a supplement of
special tributes from the great and good of science fiction (but unfortunately I
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forgot to ask for any). Let’s just say that when Peter Roberts wheedled me
into taking over the Checkpoint subscription list and launching Ansible in
1979, I didn’t expect to be still publishing it in 2008. And the paper edition
still appears first, before any new-fangled on-line release. Tell that to today’s
youngsters, and they’ll snd a disblving txt msg. • John Scalzi invites fellow
fan writer Hugo nominees to promote their cause on his weblog Whatever,
for an audience of “between 30,000 and 40,000 unique visitors daily.” It’s a
kind thought, but one which brings out that native Langford indecisiveness in
full force....
http://ansible.co.uk/link.php?id=20080430
Random Fandom. Martin Hoare sends some explosive news: “The Southern
Heat of the British National Firework Championship is on 10th May.”
http://www.britishfireworks.co.uk/
“Skyburst is competing and I am on the team. Pangbourne Fete with usual
fireworks is on Saturday 7th June.”
http://dev.dynamicweb.co.uk/pangbournevillagefete/index.html
Ansible 250 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2008. Thanks to Hazel Ashworth,
Paul Barnett, Damien Broderick, Gary Dalkin, Paul Di Filippo, Steven J.
Dunn, Tom Hunter, Tony Lee, Denny Lien, Andy Love, Ken MacLeod,
Making Light, Petrea Mitchell, Chryse Moore, Andrew I. Porter, Chris Priest,
Private Eye, Adam Roberts, Yvonne Rousseau, SF Site, Gary Wilkinson,
Jessica Yates, and our Hero Distributors: Vernon Brown (Brum Group
News), Janice Murray (North America), SCIS/Prophecy, and Alan Stewart
(Australia). 2 May 08.
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A Torrent of Faces
Lisa de Moraes, a Washington Post tv reviewer, must have suffered some
past fan-related trauma: her 14 May column nervously addresses “you scary
sci-fi fans”, while on 19 May she has not only “scary sci-fi-people fans” but
(next paragraph) a “scary-sci-fi-people fan base”. [AL] Your editor has tried
hard to look scary but without visible success.
Doris Lessing looked back on her 2007 Nobel Prize win and judged it “a
bloody disaster”, giving her too much media attention and not enough time
for work: “All I do is give interviews and spend time being photographed.”
And the writing? “It has stopped, I don’t have any energy any more.” She
told the BBC that she’d probably give up writing novels altogether.
(Interview, BBC Radio 4 Front Row, 12 May) [DVB]
Steven Moffatt became lead writer and executive producer of Doctor Who,
following Russell T. Davies’s recent step-down. (BBC)
Jane Palmer returns to the science fiction fold, in a revisionist mood: “I’ve
just come back to SF after being diagnosed as a coeliac and realising how
dreadful all the books I had written were. Now I’m rewriting everything,
including the published work.” (email, April)
Christopher Priest was a GoH at Aelita in Russia last month and reports
overwhelming hospitality, vodka-swilling and paintballing. “In one of the
most seriously sensawunda moments, I did a televised interview with TASS.
Thoughts of the Cold War were never far away. Grim memories of
announcements like: ‘The official Soviet news agency, TASS, said today ...’
The ordinary Russians I went with said, ‘Nothing has changed! Same gloomy
956

lobby, same crap elevator, same terrifying lavatory. Just no more armed
goons on the door.’ In the director’s office were many photos of honoured
guests. One was Khrushchev, one was the poet Yevtushenko, another was the
cellist Rostropovich. Posing with the director. Wow! But who’s this? Bob
Sheckley, posing with the director! ‘Mr Priest, please stand here and pose
with the director.’ Flash! flash! flash! Now I’m on the same wall. Blimey.”
(email, May)
J.K. Rowling is giving this month’s commencement day address at Harvard.
One writer in the student paper The Harvard Crimson reacted by calling her
“a flash in the pan [...] a petty pop culture personality [who] tricked parents
into letting their kids read books filled with sex, murder, and homosexual role
models”. This led to a strange Guardian column, “When Harry met sexism”,
arguing that the biased critical establishment marginalizes female fantasists
while praising the likes of Pullman and Tolkien in accordance with “the
dominant man-worshipping default mode.” The acclaim given to such
women writers as Doris Lessing, Margaret Atwood and Ursula K. Le Guin
doesn’t count, since – the article explains – they merely occupy “a few token
high-priestess places for the ladies.” (Bidisha, Guardian, 22 May) [AO/JY]
Farah Mendlesohn considers the Bidisha thesis “Plain bonkers” and,
concerning some victims of the alleged conspiracy, adds: “I’ve been driven
mad all week by this, having to point out stuff like ‘Tolkien – eighty years of
rep; Mary Gentle – thirty’ and other basic bits of info. As I have noted more
than once, Marge Piercy has won a Clarke Award, is standard teaching on all
utopias courses and can hardly be considered ignored unless the only people
you are talking to are people who barely know fantasy in the first place. Oh
yes, and we can add, four books on Diana Wynne Jones. Only one that I
know of on Pullman.” (email, 27 May)
Salman Rushdie risks being declared Fair Game: “I have an early novel by
L. Ron Hubbard called Death’s Deputy. You cannot believe the badness, it’s
almost physically unreadable because the man was functionally illiterate. The
idea of him being a founder of a great world religion is just hilarious. I don’t
want to claim Hubbard as any type of influence as the horror that would bring
my way would be a fate worse than death – there’s Tom Cruise for a start!
But I grew up on science fiction. At boarding school and at college I revelled
in the books and weird magazines called things like Amazing and F&SF.
There’s a lot of allegory, unusual worlds shed light on our world, and it has
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always been a very good forum for ideas. But one day I woke up and I was
over it, all these terrible novels full of bad sentences and appalling characters.
Not one single interesting woman! But then I fell in love with Star Wars.
That changed everything. I remember sitting in this huge movie theatre
watching this enormous spaceship coming over my head on the screen. The
incredible elongation of that scene just blew me away. You could imagine
that this was going to be the whole film! It was a wonderful way of telling
you you were somewhere startling.” (Interview, Word Magazine, June 2008).
[GS]
Jo Walton announces: “Emmet and Sasha and I are now Canadian – we’ve
just officially become Landed Immigrants. [...] It’s lovely here, you should
all come. No COA, we were here already.” (email, 19 May)

Confervaceous
4 Jun • Future Visions (discussing sf influence on science), Dana Centre,
165 Queen’s Gate, S Kensington, London, SW7 5HD. 7-8:30pm. Free?
Bookings 020 7942 4040 or tickets at danacentre org uk.
7 Jun • BSFA/SF Foundation AGM Event, Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion
Square, London, WC1R 4RL. GoH Geoff Ryman for SFF, Peter Weston for
BSFA (50th-anniversary theme). 10:30am-5pm (then to pub), with SFF AGM
12:30-1pm, BSFA AGM 2-2:30pm. Admission free.
14 Jun • PKD-Day 2, celebrating Philip K. Dick: Lecture Theatre GE089,
Clifton Campus, Clifton Lane, Nottingham. 10am-5pm. Free admission
(buffet lunch available at cost), but please notify if you’re attending: John dot
Goodridge at ntu dot ac dot uk; 0115 848 3375.
25 Jun • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Terrace, London,
SW1W 8EZ (closest tube, Sloane Square). 6pm on; fans present in the bar
from 5pm. With Terrance Dicks.
28 Jun • Tolkien Society Seminar, Parkstead House, Whitelands College,
Roehampton University, London. 9am-5pm. £34; members £30. Booking
closes 7 June. Contact seminar at tolkiensociety dot org.
28-29 Jun • ConRunner 2008 (conrunning), Britannia Hotel,
Wolverhampton. £35 reg to 21 Jun; £45 at door. Day rate £25. Contact 56
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Jackmans Place, Letchworth G.C., Herts, SG6 1RH.
6-10 Aug • Denvention 3 (66th Worldcon), Denver, USA. $200 reg, $50
child or supporting. Advance booking closes 10 July. At-door rates TBA.
Contact Denvention, PO Box 1349, Denver, CO 80201, USA.
5-7 Sep • ZombieCon, Quality Hotel, Bentley, Walsall. GoH Charlie Adlard,
Stuart Conran, David Devereux, John McCrea, Robert Rankin. £45 reg until
31 August; £50 at the door (but numbers are limited). Parent/guardian
consent required for under-18s. Contact 54 Bridge Rd, Uxbridge, Middlesex,
UB8 2QP; info at zombiecon co uk.
19-21 Sep • Fantasycon 2008, Britannia Hotel, 1 St James St, Nottingham.
£60 reg (BFS members/students £50), rising to £70 (£60) on 1 July. Contact
5 Greenbank, Barnt Green, Birmingham, B45 8DH.
20-22 Feb 09 • Redemption 09 (multimedia sf), Britannia Hotel, Fairfax St,
Coventry, CV1 5RP. Added GoH: Paul Cornell. £50 reg, rising to £55 on 1
September. Under-18s and supp: £15. Contact 26 Kings Meadow View,
Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
26-29 Mar 09 • Eurocon 2009 (with Deepcon 10, Italcon 35), Fiuggi, Italy.
GoH Robert Silverberg, Sergey Lukyanenko, Kate Mulgrew. Membership
rates TBA. Contact eurocon at euroconsf2009 dot it.
27-29 Mar 09 • P-Con VI, Central Hotel, Dublin. GoH Paul Cornell. €30/£20
reg, €35 at door. Students €15. €10 supp. Euro cheques to Frank Darcy, 253
Sundrive Rd, Crumlin, Dublin 12, Ireland. Sterling to “Dave Lally #2 a/c”, 64
Richbourne Terrace, London, SW8 1AX.
6-10 Aug 09 • Anticipation (67th Worldcon), Palais des congrès de
Montréal, Montréal, Canada. Artist GoH announced: Ralph Bakshi.
$Can190/$US190/£95/€130 reg to 31 July; $Can55/$US55/£30/€35 supp;
discounts for site selection voters, presupporters, etc. Contact PO Box 105,
Station NDG, Montréal, QC, H4A 3P4, Canada.
2-5 Apr 10 • Odyssey 2010 (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel,
Heathrow, London. £45 reg, £35 unwaged, £20 supp. Junior (<17) £20, child
(<11) £5, infant (<5) £1. Contact: 5 Langhaul Rd, Crookston, Glasgow, G53
7SE. Odyssey’s Eurocon bid failed – see below.
26-29 Aug 10 • Eurocon 2010, Cziesyn/Cesky Tesin, Poland/Slovakia. No
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further details have reached me as yet.
Rumblings • Reno in 2011 is a new bid to hold the 69th Worldcon in Reno,
Nevada, on 17-21 August 2011. $20 (or more if you like) to presupport.
Details at www.rcfi.org. This challenges the existing Seattle in 2011 bid: $25
to presupport, with more details at seattlein2011.org.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others Sniff At Us. “If you’ve been in any bookstore in your lifetime,
you’re probably familiar with that most peculiar of book retail locales: the
Fantasy & Science Fiction section. This strange and sweaty place is kept
separate from the rest of the bookstore so that its residents, the soap-averse
fans of Fantasy & Science Fiction novels, can go about their plots and dark
rituals without disturbing any of the normal-smelling clientele.” (Chris
Bucholz, Cracked.com) [cj]
R.I.P. Robert Asprin (1946-2008), US author whose first novel was The Cold
Cash War (1977), died on 22 May; he was 61. Asprin is best known for
creating (with Lynn Abbey) the “Thieves’ World” fantasy shared world, and
for his “Phule” sf comedies (latterly written with Peter J. Heck) and
“MythAdventures” comic fantasies (later with Jody Lynn Nye). [MR]
• Danton Burroughs (1944-2008), Edgar Rice Burroughs’s grandson and
promoter – recently announced as chairman of the board of ERB Inc. – died
on 1 May; he was 63. [WCW]
• Alexander (Sandy) Courage (1919-2008), Emmy-winning composer of the
USS Enterprise fanfare in Star Trek (reprised in ST:TNG and all the films),
died on 15 May at the age of 88. [DKMK]
• Michael de Larrabeiti (1934-2008), UK novelist and travel writer most
noted in genre circles for the exhilaratingly uninhibited violence and
language of his Borribles trilogy of children’s books, died on 18 April after
long illness. He was 73. [PA]
• Julie Ege (1943-2008), Norwegian model and actress who played sexsymbol parts in On Her Majesty’s Secret Service (1969), Creatures the World
Forgot (1971), The Final Programme (1973), Legend of the 7 Golden
Vampires (1974), The Mutations (1974) and others, died on 29 April aged 64.
• Harvey Korman (1927-2008), US comic actor who took part in many genre
productions including The Flintstones (10 episodes 1966-1966; various one960

offs) and the disastrous 1978 Star Wars Holiday Special, died on 29 May; he
was 81. [LP]
• John Phillip Law (1937-2008), US actor best remembered as the blind
“angel” in Barbarella (1968), died on 13 May aged 70. He also starred in
Danger: Diabolik (1968) and The Golden Voyage of Sinbad (1974). [GW]
• Joseph Pevney (1911-2008), US director of 14 episodes of the original tv
Star Trek and 11 of The Munsters, died on 18 May; he was 96. [GW]
Futurology Masterclass: Big Numbers Dept. “The first thousand primes,
expressed in the binary scale that had been used for all arithmetical
operations since electronic computers were invented, marched in order before
him. Endless ranks of 1’s and 0’s paraded past ...” (Arthur C. Clarke, The
City and the Stars, 1956).
• “The speed trend curve alone predicts that manned vehicles will be able to
achieve near-infinite speeds by 1982 ...” “By 1981, this [energy] trend curve
shows that a single man will have available under his control the amount of
energy equivalent to that generated by the entire sun.” (G. Harry Stine,
“Science Fiction Is Too Conservative”, Analog, May 1961) [via GP]
Fanfundery. TAFF: Velma deSelby Bowen (Vijay Bowen), who owed
money to TAFF after some complications during her time as administrator,
paid off the outstanding $1,050 in May. Good for her.
Court Circular. Christopher Tolkien continues to litigate, with “one last
crusade” to “terminate” rights to The Hobbit and block the planned films
unless Warner/New Line cough up the claimed £80 million owed to the
Tolkien estate from a deal that gave it 7.5% of profits. The hearing begins in
California on 6 June. (Sunday Times et al) [GW]
Awards. Compton Crook for first novel: Mark L. Van Name, One Jump
Ahead.
• European SF Society Awards (at the Moscow Eurocon) include a special
“Contribution to SF Fandom” recognition of the late Ken Slater; Russell T.
Davies was named as Best Promoter. [BJW]
• Max und Moritz (German comics awards) include a Lebenswerk or life
achievement honour for Alan Moore. [JG]
Outraged Letters. Paul Barnett (John Grant) makes my flesh creep: “I’m
going into hospital early Monday morning for a triple bypass operation, plus
– Free! Bargain! Buy One Get One Free! – a reaming out of both carotid
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arteries. If all goes according to plan, I’ll be in the Jug for about a week;
thereafter I’ll of course be taking things a bit easy (well, sort of) for a few
weeks longer ... until well enough to face minor operations to put stents in a
renal artery and some leg arteries. At the end of a further recovery period I
will change my name to Steve Austin and get a tv series.” (31 May)
• Moshe Feder listens in: “I heard an interview on our local public radio
station’s ‘Leonard Lopate’ talk show with a guy named Toby Barlow who’s
written a new novel about werewolves in LA, called Sharp Teeth. [...] I was
immediately wondering how the heck Harper’s publicist managed to book
him with Lopate, who usually interviews authors of literary fiction and
serious nonfiction. Then Leonard comes on and starts saying that the guy has
written a novel ‘unlike anything we’ve seen before’ and I’m practically
sputtering at the radio that there are dozens of novels about werewolves
around these days. I’m assuming, of course, that it’s another case of
mainstream media being ignorant of SF and fantasy, as when all the
reviewers praised The Truman Show for its ‘original’ concept. But then he
adds the kicker: the novel is written in free verse; it’s an epic poem. At that
point, all I could do was shut up, listen, and crank my jaw back into
position.”
• Bill Higgins gloats: “At the Web site of Scientific American, an article on
rocket belts and jetpacks was illustrated by a photo of yours truly, wearing an
original Bell Rocket Belt. (This picture is a bit misleading; a fully-fueled
rocket belt would not lift someone as heavy as me, at least not until most of
the hydrogen peroxide was burned off, after which a flight of extremely
limited duration would ensue.)”
As Others Research Us. Everyone knows that K.W. Jeter coined the word
“steampunk” back in 1987, except the New York Times: “... Paul Di Filippo,
the author of ‘The Steampunk Trilogy,’ [1995] the historical science fiction
novellas that lent the culture its name.” (Ruth La Ferla, “Steampunk Moves
Between 2 Worlds”, 8 May) [MW]
C.o.A. Australia in 2010: US agent now Mark Linneman, PO Box 221878,
Sacramento, CA 95822, USA. William Breiding, 445 Elysian Ave,
Morgantown, WV 26501, USA. Mog Decarnin is no longer in LA. Sarah
Mooring, 8 Sandmoor Court, Harrogate Rd, Leeds, LS17 7JY.
Recession: Latest. Publishers Weekly announced in May that its master plan
to “continue to be the gold standard in book reviewing” included the cutting
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of fees from $35-$50 to just $25 per review. [ED]
The Dead Past. 30 Years Ago: Tyneside “Futureworlds” conference. “Dr
Chris Evans and John Brunner spoke about ‘the future’ [on 27 June 1978].
Rather to my surprise, they were both optimistic: everything was about the
Hampstead-California axis, with plenty of good hotels and credit cards on the
way. Some members of the (occasionally annoyingly talkative) audience
pointed out that only 5% of the world’s population lived that sort of carefree
middle-class existence ...” (Ritchie Smith reporting in Peter Roberts’s
Checkpoint 90, July 1978)
Group Gropes. FORTH (Edinburgh) has moved owing to “extreme overpricing in The Doric.” Currently 9pm Tuesdays in The Standing Order,
George Street, “until we find somewhere that is not a mega-J.D.
Wetherspoons outlet.” Contact jdspec-forth at yahoo co uk. [JD]
A250 Addenda. David Bratman on Margaret Howes: “she also wrote an
early Tolkien Journal article with the splendid title ‘The Elder Ages and the
Later Glaciations of the Pleistocene Epoch’, as a consequence of which she
was often cited in bemused journalistic accounts of the 60s Tolkien boom.”
• James H. Burns: “It’s interesting that Patrick Stewart’s so vociferous in his
defence of Trek fans, because a few years ago, during one of his other
Broadway outings, he told a publicist friend of mine, ‘The trick is: Never
look them directly in the eyes....’”
Thog’s Masterclass. Fowl Play Dept. “Ross Duval choked back an
emotional swallow.” (Clark Howard, “Cruel and Unusual”, Ellery Queen’s
Mystery Magazine, 2008) [TM]
• Dept of Sinister Sibilance. “‘Edward,’ I hissed.” (Stephenie Meyer,
Twilight, 2005) [BC/TM] ... And Colourful Speech. “... he said. His tone was
livid.” (Ibid)
• Alternate Tissue Dept. “One of those old-fashioned protonic guns ... they
kill without damaging tissue, by destroying brain cells.” (Gardner F. Fox,
Escape Across the Cosmos, 1964) [AR]
• Dept of Misadventure. “... they were on the verge of being sucked under a
lake of molten magnetic lava when, by sheer theoretical knowledge, they
pulled out and made off into space once more. / A barrage of cosmic rays,
turned on them by inhabitants of a queer, elongated planet, had almost
spelled disaster, but radio beams saved them. / Once, in mid inter-planetary
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flight, they were brought to a dead stop. The cause? They had entered the
‘no-man’s land’ between two planets, where, opposed to all normal theory,
the two worlds, acting in complete unison, were poised on the same plane,
although millions of miles apart.” (Terence Haile, Galaxies Ahead, 1963)

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 7 June 2008: Brian Bolland, Dave Gibbons & Sean Philips signing,
Forbidden Planet, 179 Shaftesbury Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 1-2pm.
Duncan Fegredo was also scheduled but had to cancel.
• 13 June 2008: Brum Group, Briar Rose, Bennett Hill, Birmingham city
centre. 7.45pm. With Eric Brown. £4; members £3. Contact 07845 897760 or
4bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Further meetings: 11 July TBA; 8 August
“Summer Social” meal at Black Eagle pub.
• 14 June 2008: Steve Dillon & Bryan Talbot, Waterstone’s, Oxford
Street, London. 2pm.
• 14 June 2008: Terry Pratchett signing, Foyles, South Bank (i.e. not Charing
Cross Rd), London. 12-2:30pm.
• 18th Jun 2008: Sarah Ash & Jessica Rydill, Beckenham Library (Bromley
Literary Festival event). 6:30pm-8pm. Free: book through library.
• 25th June 2008: Sarah Ash, Chaz Brenchley, & Juliet E. McKenna,
Kensington Central Library. 6pm-8pm. Contact library for details.
• 1 Jul 2008: Hannah Berry, Paul Gravett & Bryan Talbot, Ipswich
Literary Festival.
• 5 Jul 2008: Steven Erikson signing, Forbidden Planet, 179 Shaftesbury
Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 1-2pm.
• 22 Aug 2008: Alan Grant & Bryan Talbot, Edinburgh
Literary Festival. 8:30pm.
Random Links. See the latest additions here:
http://links.ansible.co.uk/
A Brief Introduction to Fantasy. Farah Mendlesohn is looking for
suggestions for essential post-1920s authors to be cited in this planned book’s
introductory fantasy timeline ... see link for more.
http://fjm.livejournal.com/582257.html
On Hold. The UK SF Book News site entered “hibernation” on 8 May.
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Legend says it will return when British sf reporting faces some great peril,
though sceptics shake their heads ...
http://www.uksfbooknews.net/
Stop Press. Lambda Awards (gay, lesbian etc): the sf/fantasy horror category
was won by Lee Thomas for The Dust of Wonderland. Other sf names in
there are Nicola Griffith with And Now We Are Going to Have a Party
(Women’s Memoir/Biography), and Richard Labonte and Lawrence Schimel,
co-editors of the Anthology winner First Person Queer. (Locus)
Ansible 251 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2008. Thanks to Paul Annis, David
V. Barrett, Bill Crider, Jim Darroch, Ellen Datlow, Joe Gordon, carl juarez,
David K.M. Klaus, Andy Love, Todd Mason, Andrew Osmond, Lawrence
Person, Greg Pickersgill, Adam Roberts, Marcus Rowland, Graham Sleight,
William C. Wagner, Michael Ward, Gary Wilkinson, Jessica Yates, and our
Hero Distributors: Vernon Brown (BSFG), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS, and
Alan Stewart (Oz). 1 Jun 08.

965

Ansible 252, July 2008
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU. Web
news.ansible.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X
(e). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Brad Foster. Available for SAE, egoboo,
or the Bild-A-Man Set #3.

Time in Advance
Brian Aldiss knows Liverpool is a City of Culture: “On the first of July I
shall be in Liverpool, where the University will give me an honorary degree.
After which solemn ceremony a black tie dinner will be held. Please note that
no money will be involved, and very little drink.”
J.G. Ballard is praised for avoiding the obvious pitfalls as “one of the most
significant figures in the 60s New Wave. His bleak dystopias were very
powerful and influenced both readers and writers. It’s true, though, that he
did not go in for the clichés of the genre at that time – rayguns and tentacled
aliens and so on.” In short, he’s “a science-fiction novelist in the way that
Orwell and Huxley are”. (Professor Dinah Birch, quoted in Guardian
interview with JGB, 14 June) [BB]
Russell T. Davies got an OBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours.
Philip K. Dick’s Four Novels of the 1960s has become the fastest-selling
volume in the Library of America classics, with 23,750 copies shipped in its
first year and only 5% returns. Corresponding figures for the H.P. Lovecraft
volume are 11,860 and 5%, placing him between Jack Kerouac (<15,000,
10%) and Edmund Wilson (9,250, 12%). [cj]
Tom Easton is stepping down after 30 years of book reviews in Analog, and
has delivered the final instalment of his column “The Reference Library” for
the December 2008 issue. [PDF/GVG]
William Gibson received an honorary doctorate from Simon Fraser
University, Canada, on 5 June. The SFU website list of his credits
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(cyberspace, etc) includes: “The author of numerous anthologies”. [CC]
Garry Kilworth won the first ever Charles Whiting Award for Literature for
his historical novel Rogue Officer, part of a series published under the
impenetrable pseudonym Garry Douglas Kilworth.
Sam J. Lundwall wants a quiet life: “I am not yet dead, but in somewhat bad
shape, so I am withdrawing from most things. No more travel, no more
conventions anywhere, no more contacts, no more writing. I have prepared
several issues of my little sf mag, Jules Verne-Magasinet, that will appear
whether I am doing stuff or not. The world has generally been very kind to
me, and I hope to continue having it being kind for some time, but on a much
more quiet level. More than 50 years of fanac and professional writing has
taken its toll, I guess. It has been great knowing you and the gang. Thanks a
lot!”
George Takei was among the first to invest $70 in a wedding licence when
California lifted its same-sex marriage ban on 17 June. He and long-time
partner Brad Altman plan to marry in September. [DKMK]
Howard Waldrop is recovering from a 17 June heart operation. [ED]
Caroline Spector writes: “He had a quintuple bypass (thereby tying Gardner[
Dozois]’s record, which will no doubt end in a thumb-wrestling competition
between the two of them for bragging rights at a later date). By all accounts
he did extremely well during surgery.”
Jane Yolen almost avoids gloating: “I had a piece in Newsweek this past
week about my favorite books, and have heard so far from seven elementary
school friends, half a dozen high school buddies, college mates, far-flung
cousins, and one very strange man who insisted that reading Moby Dick had
ruined his life forever so I should be careful not to recco it to anyone again. /
Also just sold my 305th book.” (2 June)

Conjacency
11-13 Jul • PhantasmaGoria (horror/sf film festival), Arts Centre, Old
Town, Swindon. £30 all showings. Bookings 01793 614837.
23 Jul • BSFA Open Meeting, Antelope, 22 Eaton Tce, London, SW1W
8EZ. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Christopher Priest.
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6-10 Aug • Denvention 3 (66th Worldcon), Denver, USA. $200 reg, $50
child/supp. Advance booking closes 10 July. At the door: $225, child $50,
“kid-in-tow” free. Day: Wed $55, Thu $75, Fri $85, Sat $85, Sun $35.
Contact Denvention, PO Box 1349, Denver, CO 80201, USA.
8-10 Aug • Wolf Galactica (BSG), Thistle Hotel, Heathrow. Tickets £85,
children £35. Bookings (not 24-hour) 01327 878550.
9-10 Aug • Caption (small-press comics), East Oxford Community Centre,
Princes St, Oxford. £10 at the door or £5/day. [SG]
21-25 Aug • Frightfest (film), Odeon West End, London. Tickets are now
available: www.frightfest.co.uk or 0871 224 4007.
22-25 Aug • Discworld Convention 2008, Hilton Metropole, Birmingham
(NEC). “Membership applications are now closed.” Contact PO Box 4101,
Shepton Mallet, Somerset, BA4 5XD, or www.dwcon.org.
29-31 Aug • Wadfest (Discworld), Trentfield Farm Camp Site, Church
Laneham, Retford, Notts, DN22 0NJ. Adult campers £15 (2 nights),
accompanied children 1p each. See www.wadfest.co.uk/2008/.
5 Sep • British Fantasy Society Open Night, Ye Olde Cock Tavern, 22
Fleet St, London, EC4 1AA. From 6pm. All welcome.
19-21 Sep • Fantasycon 2008, Britannia Hotel, 1 St James St, Nottingham.
Now £70 reg (BFS members/students £60). Contact 5 Greenbank, Barnt
Green, Birmingham, B45 8DH.
25-28 Sep • Oxonmoot (Tolkien Society), Christchurch, Oxford. £42 reg
(members £35), rising to £49.50 (£42.50) on 1 Aug. Contact 29 Tockley Rd,
Burham, Bucks, SL1 7DQ; bookings at tolkiensociety org.
18-19 Oct • Octocon, Royal Dublin Hotel, O’Connell St, Dublin. GoH
announced: Ken MacLeod. €30 reg, until 12 October; students €12; under 18s
and supp €10. Payment to Octocon 2008 c/o Electric Dragon, 19a Main St,
Blackrock, Co. Dublin, Ireland.
11 Nov 08 - 4 Jan 09 • Science Fact & Science Fiction exhibition, National
Space Centre, Exploration Drive, Leicester, LE4 5NS. Contact info at
spacecentre co uk; phone 0116 261 0261.
5-7 Dec 08 • Battlestar Starfury (BSG), Thistle Hotel, Heathrow. £78.50
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reg; £33.50 under-15s; under-8s free. Booking 07930 319 119.
6-8 Feb 09 • AXXIdental (filk), Ramada Grantham Hotel, Grantham. £32
(€39) reg, £16 under-18s/supp/unwaged, £1 kids under 6. Contact 15 St
Catherine’s Cross, Bletchingley, Surrey, RH1 4PX.
Jun 09 • SF Foundation Masterclass, Liverpool. Dates TBA. Applications
needed by 31 Jan 09: farah dot sf at gmail dot com.
19-21 Jun 09 • Aetherica (fantasy), Crowne Plaza Hotel, Chester. GoH Peter
Beagle, Joe Abercrombie. £45 reg to 31 Oct; registration not yet open.
Contact membership at aetherica dot org.
25-26 Jul 09 • Satellite 2, Crowne Plaza Hotel, Glasgow. £40 reg to 26 Jul
08. Contact 33b Hardridge Rd, Corkerhill, Glasgow, G52 1RH.
6-10 Aug 09 • Anticipation (67th Worldcon), Palais des congrès de
Montréal, Montréal, Canada. $Can190/$US190/£95/€130 reg to 31 July;
$Can55/$US55/£30/€35 supp; usual discounts for site voters etc. Contact PO
Box 105, Station NDG, Montréal, QC, H4A 3P4, Canada.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Buckminster Fuller. “Fuller’s themes often had the
hallucinatory quality associated with science fiction (or mental hospitals).”
(Elizabeth Kolbert, New Yorker, 9 June) [MMW]
R.I.P. Chingiz Aitmatov (1928-2008), noted Kyrgyzstan (FSU) novelist
whose sf story The Day Lasts More than a Hundred Years (1980, trans 1983)
describes a Soviet/US space mission, died on 10 June aged 79. [PDF]
• Algis Budrys (1931-2008), German-born (from a Lithuanian family) US
author, critic and editor, died on 9 June; he was 77. In fiction he is best
remembered for Who? (1958), Rogue Moon (1960, aka The Death Machine)
and many fine short stories; as critic, for the Galaxy review columns
collected in Benchmarks (1984); as editor, for Tomorrow SF magazine and
the Writers of the Future competitions and anthologies. Other notable novels
are The Amsirs and the Iron Thorn (1967), Michaelmas (1977) and the
underrated Hard Landing (1993). Budrys received the 2007 Pilgrim award
for criticism. I very much admired his writing and reviewing.
• Ljuben Dilov (1927-2008), prolific Bulgarian author sometimes called the
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father of Bulgarian sf, died on 10 June. [SFS]
• Robert H. Justman (1926-2008), US tv producer involved with the original
Star Trek and ST:TNG, died on 28 May; he was 81. [O]
• Edward S. Kessell, US pulp magazine fan who co-organized the first
Pulpcon (1972) died on 4 June. [AIP]
• Harry Lange (1930-2008), German-born illustrator who after working for
NASA was art director for 2001 (1968), died on 22 May aged 77. He also
worked on the first three Star Wars films, Moonraker, The Dark Crystal, etc.
[AIP]
• David Mitton (1939-2008), UK tv director who directed 182 episodes of
Thomas the Tank Engine and Friends (1984-2003) – some of which he also
scripted – died on 16 May aged 69. As a special effects man he worked on
Gerry Anderson’s Thunderbirds, Captain Scarlet, The Secret Service and
U.F.O.
• Jonathan Routh (1927-2008), UK author, artist and broadcaster best known
for the UK Candid Camera, who ventured into comic alternate history with
The Secret Life of Queen Victoria and Leonardo’s Kitchen Note Books (with
Shelagh Routh, arguing that all da Vinci’s sketched fortresses and engines are
food-related), died on 4 June aged 80.
• Jack Speer (1920-2008), long-time US fan who produced the first history of
fandom, Up To Now (1939), and the original Fancyclopedia (1944), died on
28 June aged 87. He was a Fan GoH at the 2004 Worldcon, and the last
surviving founder member of FAPA who still contributed to the mailings;
indeed he invented the APA mailing comment. [RL]
• Tartan Films (1982-2008), influential UK movie distributors who imported
much notable Asian horror including the Japanese Ring, went bankrupt on 26
June after several months of difficulties. [GW]
• Michael Turner (1971-2008), US comics artist (Witchblade, Fathom,
Soulfire, Superman/Batman and other titles) died from cancer on 27 June; he
was only 37. [DKMK]
• Stan Winston (1946-2008), US special effects and make-up artist who won
Oscars for his work on Aliens, Terminator 2 and Jurassic Park, died on 15
June; he was 62. [GW]
• Erick Wujcik (1951-2008), US role-playing game designer, co-founder of
the games publisher Palladium Books and creator of the Roger Zelazny-based
Amber Diceless RPG, died on 7 June aged 57. [MR]
Thog’s Science Masterclass. “He could see right through the bodies of his
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companions. Every detail was clear to him.” The phenomenon explained: “...
the space ship was passing through a belt of X-rays, just as it had passed
upwards through other kinds of rays ...” (Professor A.M. Low, Adrift in the
Stratosphere, 1937; see also the August F&SF)
Awards. Locus Awards, announced 21 June: SF NOVEL Michael Chabon, The
Yiddish Policemen’s Union. FANTASY NOVEL Terry Pratchett, Making Money.
YA China Miéville, Un Lun Dun. FIRST NOVEL Joe Hill, Heart-Shaped Box.
NOVELLA Cory Doctorow, “After the Siege” (Infinite Matrix 1/07). NOVELETTE
Neil Gaiman, “The Witch’s Headstone” (Wizards). SHORT Michael
Swanwick, “A Small Room in Koboldtown”, (Asimov’s 4/07). COLLECTION
Connie Willis, The Winds of Marble Arch and Other Stories. ANTHOLOGY The
New Space Opera ed Gardner Dozois & Jonathan Strahan. NON-FICTION Barry
N. Malzberg, Breakfast in the Ruins. ART BOOK Shaun Tan, The Arrival.
EDITOR Ellen Datlow. MAGAZINE F&SF. PUBLISHER Tor. ARTIST Charles Vess.
• MTV Awards include, as Best Movie, that arthouse masterpiece
Transformers; and as Best Summer Movie So Far, Iron Man. Johnny Depp
also won a couple. [JG]
As Fantasy Authors See Some Of Us. “There was even a role-playing game
that utilized strangely shaped polyhedral dice, minute but over priced models,
and rulebooks the size of bibles. This was aimed at pale young men who
mumbled self-consciously, washed infrequently, and never got picked for the
stone-skimming team – and it was, frankly, a disappointment.” (David
Bilsborough, A Fire in the North, 2008) [RF]
Outraged Letters. Joe McNally reveals a blasphemous, charnel horror: “the
fabled Lovecraft sex shop off Leicester Square has bitten the dust after
decades of fannish sniggering at its sign. Couldn’t say exactly when it went
but it was still there 3/4 weeks ago ...” (20 June)
• Gary Wilkinson savoured Newsnight Review (BBC, 6 June): “During the
discussion of The Gone-Away World by Nick Harkaway, after a general
evisceration of the novel by the panel, things took an interesting turn when it
was pointed out that there were scientific inaccuracies and chair Kirsty Wark
suddenly declared ‘it doesn’t need to make sense for sci-fi fans.’ After some
further talk about sci-fi fans liking it, Safraz Manzoor added that the book’s
‘lack of soul’ wouldn’t trouble sci-fi fans but wished the author had not been
influenced by ‘Star Wars and Hitch-Hiker’ but by the ‘originals’ instead. I
was particularly impressed with every enunciation of ‘sci-fi’ as it were a
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minor swear-word.”
Pre-Publicity. “Back in 1990, Maps in a Mirror was the landmark volume of
the short fiction from [Orson Scott]Card’s early years as a young writer.
Now, more than two decades later ...” (Tor/Forge press release) [BJ]
Competition Scam. A purported SFWA writing contest advertised in June
on Craigslist and Flixer asked a $10 entry fee with the lure of $27,000 in
prizes, winners to appear in an anthology called Asimovs of the Future.
SFWA, which never runs this kind of contest, issued a cease-and-desist: “this
person has apologized.” An apology? Is that all?
As Others See Us. Ridley Scott on his influences: “I was never really able to
get into sci-fi, I found it intellectually artificial, though truly imaginative.”
(Guardian, 31 May) [SS]
• “The success of the BBC’s revived Doctor Who, along with its spin-offs,
Torchwood and the Sarah Jane Adventures, have given sci-fi a new popular
credibility.” (BBC) [PB]
March of the Robots. Wendy Bradley (still not dead) is alarmed to discover
that subscription renewals to her defunct magazine Farthing are still being
collected by a rogue PayPal bot unconstrained by the First Law. She’s
frantically issuing refunds: offers of PayPal-wrangling assistance should go
to wendy dot bradley37 at ntlworld dot com.
Random Fandom. Terry Jeeves wrote on 11 June: “Val has to go into
hospital for a operation to remove the cancer. If it succeeds she may be out in
three weeks. Since I cannot walk and look after myself I will have to go into
some form of care [...] or go to live with my son’s family in Sheffield, in both
cases I shall be out of e-mail contact for several weeks. Please pass this on.”
Fingers crossed for good news. Urgent messages c/o Keith Jeeves, 102
Woodview Rd, Sheffield, S6 5AB.
Mythopoeic Awards shortlists: ADULT FANTASY Theodora Goss, In the Forest
of Forgetting; Nalo Hopkinson, The New Moon’s Arms; Guy Gavriel Kay,
Ysabel; Catherynne M. Valente, Orphan’s Tales (In the Night Garden and In
the Cities of Coin and Spice); John C. Wright, Chronicles of Chaos series.
• CHILDREN’S Holly Black, Tithe, Valiant and Ironside; Derek Landy,
Skulduggery Pleasant; J.K. Rowling, the entire Harry Potter series; Nancy
Springer, Dusssie; Kate Thompson, The New Policeman.
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• SCHOLARSHIP: INKLINGS Marjorie Burns, Perilous Realms: Celtic and Norse
in Tolkien’s Middle-earth; Verlyn Flieger, Interrupted Music: The Making of
Tolkien’s Mythology; Peter Gilliver, Jeremy Marshall and Edmund Weiner,
The Ring of Words: Tolkien and the Oxford English Dictionary; Diana Pavlac
Glyer, The Company They Keep: C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien as Writers in
Community; John D. Rateliff, The History of the Hobbit (2 vols).
• SCHOLARSHIP: OTHER Charles Butler, Four British Fantasists: Place and
Culture in the Children’s Fantasies of Penelope Lively, Alan Garner, Diana
Wynne Jones, and Susan Cooper; Heather O’Donoghue, From Asgard to
Valhalla: The Remarkable History of the Norse Myths; T.A. Shippey, ed.,
The Shadow-Walkers: Jacob Grimm’s Mythology of the Monstrous; Richard
Carl Tuerk, Oz in Perspective: The Magic and Myth of the L. Frank Baum
Books; Milly Williamson, The Lure of the Vampire: Gender, Fiction and
Fandom from Bram Stoker to Buffy.
Fanfundery. TAFF: Suzanne Tompkins published a final newsletter in June,
reporting “over $10,000 in the TAFF coffers during my time as
administrator” – mostly passed to new US administrator Chris Garcia. Who
simultaneously issued his first newsletter, President Taff’s Bathtub.
A251 Addenda. Paul Barnett’s heart bypass operation on 2 June went well,
and he was home again on the 9th. [PS] Recovery continues.
• The traditional omission from the final credits was Gary Wilkinson. [GW]
Special Ansible reportage for this item: Gary Wilkinson. Additional dialogue
by Cordwainer Bird, Alan Smithee and Gary Wilkinson.
Who Can Replace A Man? Following Arthur C. Clarke’s death, Stephen
Baxter took over as BSFA president and the SF Foundation appointed two
new Patrons: Neil Gaiman and Prof. David Southwood.
The Dead Past. “Dave Wolverton wasn’t quite outraged to be outed as the
writer behind David ‘Runelords’ Farland – ‘This is one of those loosely kept
secrets’ – but hopes the leak won’t affect sales. For a small fee, Ansible will
announce that its story was hopelessly wrong and that Farland is really Lionel
Fanthorpe.” (Ansible 132, July 1998)
C.o.A. Death Ray magazine, Blackfish Publishing, 20 Monmouth Place,
Bath, BA1 2AY. Kip Williams, Cathy Doyle & Sarah Williams, 6 Round
Trail Dr, Pittsford, NY 14534, USA.
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Thog’s Masterclass. Inscrutable Technology Dept. “Just how they could get
a device as small as this to orbit an entire sun system at such a distance is
beyond me.” (Philip E. High, “Bottomless Pit”, New Worlds 128, March
1963) [JB]
• Dept of Anatomy. “Holmes and Lowell were overcome, hearts contorted in
their throats.” (Matthew Pearl, The Dante Club, 2003) [EO]
• Heredity Dept. “Walmsbury, not yet nineteen, had inherited the effulgent
brouhaha of his strain.” (Noel Langley, “Scene for Satan”, Saturday Evening
Post, 1947) [AR]
• Dept of Cybersalesmanship. “This is the Model 899D57 ... the newest and
the best. The cyb circuit can analyze a sequence in half a minute, give or take
a few seconds ... There are flashing lights, too – all over the board.” (Frank
Belknap Long, The Strange Tomorrow, 1966) [AR]
• “As You Don’t Know, Bob ...” “‘Have you ever heard of Frederick
Carswell’s hypothesis of superimposed suns in overlapping or doubled back
space?’ Crowley shook his head. ‘Well ... very few people have.’” (Ibid)
• Use of Weapons Dept. “Nothing short of a machine gun could have stopped
Gog in his first outburst! He was finally subdued with tear gas.” (John Taine,
G.O.G. 666, 1954) [AR]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 1 Jul 2008: Hannah Berry, Paul Gravett & Bryan Talbot, Ipswich
Literary Festival.
• 5 Jul 2008: Steven Erikson & Diana Wynne Jones signing, Forbidden
Planet, 179 Shaftesbury Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 1-2pm.
• 10 Jul 2008: Juliet E McKenna & Chaz Brenchley at Aylesbury Library, 89:30pm
• 11 Jul 2008: Brum Group, Briar Rose, Bennett Hill, Birmingham city
centre. 7.45pm. £4; members £3. Contact 07845 897760 or 4bhamsfgroup at
yahoo co uk. Further meetings: 8 Aug “Summer Social” meal at Black Eagle
pub.
• 7 Aug 2008: Richard Morgan signing, Forbidden Planet, 179 Shaftesbury
Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 6-7pm.
• 22 Aug 2008: Alan Grant & Bryan Talbot, Edinburgh
Literary Festival. 8:30pm.
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Random Links. See the latest additions here:
http://links.ansible.co.uk/
Media Oddments. The Pixar people are working on a script for Edgar Rice
Burroughs’s John Carter of Mars. [PB] Interviewer: Is it going to be CGI or
live action or a mix? Andrew Stanton: We don’t know. We honestly don’t
know, because it’s clearly got to be a hybrid of some sort and we’re going to
basically spend the first – this year for sure – just worrying about the story.
Full interview at Firstshowing.net:
http://tinyurl.com/6pzslq
• A small outfit about which I know nothing has a website raising funds to
complete an interesting-looking production of Gene Wolfe’s “The Death of
Doctor Island” (info from Tony Ellis):
http://www.doctorisland.com/
Editorial Note. I have perpetrated another issue of Cloud Chamber:
http://ansible.co.uk/cc/cc158.html
Random Fandom II. David V. Barrett sees the light: “For the first time in a
considerable number of decades I am now somewhat bemusedly wandering
around without glasses, having had cataract surgery on both eyes this month,
with new (and experimental) lenses implanted. Quite a surreal, almost SFnal
experience, listening to the surgeon giving a running commentary to his
junior while you’re staring into incredibly bright light with things moving
around in it, while keeping your head v-e-r-y still...”
• Steve Cooper has early news of another UK con-running convention:
“ConRunner 2, to be held the 3rd or 4th weekend of January 2010 up north,
probably in the centre of either Manchester or Sheffield.”
• Chip Hitchcock on the ubiquitous J.K. Rowling (A251): “So – how many
people have pointed out that the Harvard Crimson columnist was trying to be
sarcastic/ironic about previous chattering against the ‘lowbrow’ choice?”
None. Well, one now.
• Martin Hoare on his pyrotechnics calendar: “Pangbourne Fireworks [as part
of the village fete] are now on 19th July. The championships in Plymouth are
on 12th and 13th of August. Skyburst [whose team includes Martin] are up
2nd on Tuesday.”
http://www.britishfireworks.co.uk/2008/plymouth.htm
• Marcia Illingworth sends grim news: “Chris Cooper (the tall one) is gravely
ill in ICU in a major London hospital. He has been comatose and on a
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ventilator for two weeks. The doctors are not certain what brought this on. He
just collapsed one evening and has been in this state ever since. He has been
battling a major illness for over a year now, but there doesn’t seem to be a
direct link between this and his existing illness. Obviously we are all
seriously concerned. Prayers and positive energy in whatever form you
choose would no doubt be welcome. I have contact details for the family if
anyone needs them. Contact me at marcia at bellhouse dot org dot uk.”
• Ben Jeapes is strangely uncertain: “John Gribbin’s In Search of
Schrödinger’s Cat played a key role as a Clue in tonight’s episode of The Bill
[12 June], complete with actual quote from the back cover: ‘so shocking that
Einstein could not bring himself to accept it.’ Specifically, a battered copy
served as a prop to inform our heroes that a guest character was cleverer than
they thought, from the simple fact that he owned said copy. Further, upon
opening the book they noticed that the name inscribed on the inside cover
was different to the name the character had earlier given. Presumably, until
they opened the book he was simultaneously the old and the new name. Sadly
that was as deep as it got, but as DC Masters pronounced the longest word on
the cover ‘Shrodinjer’ my hopes had never been high.”
• Fred Lerner reminds us that a selection of the late Jack Speer’s best
fanwriting was published as Fancestral Voices in 2004.
• Caroline Mullan enjoyed the thrill of being spelt “Mullen” in a Grauniad
interview which at least let her mention John Brunner and her status as a
trustee of the SF Foundation. [PC]
• Yvonne Rousseau is mortified to have been made a cityless person by her
Post Office Manager: “Even though RUNDLE MALL is a CBD street
location it is classified as a Suburb for delivery to our Post Office Boxes and
therefore ADELAIDE should not appear as part of your postal address, as
this will cause delays to the delivery of your mail.” Thus her address has
shrunk to just PO Box 3086, Rundle Mall, SA 5000, Australia.
Ansible 252 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2008. Thanks to Paul Barnett, John
Boston, Bill Burns, Caryn Cameron, Pat Charnock, Ellen Datlow, Paul Di
Filippo, Rose Fox, Joe Gordon, Steve Green, Ben Jeapes, carl juarez, David
K.M. Klaus, Robert Lichtman, Emmet O’Brien, Omega, Andrew I. Porter,
Adam Roberts, Marcus Rowland, Pamela Scoville, SF Site, Steve Sneyd,
Gordon Van Gelder, Gary Wilkinson, Martin Morse Wooster and Hero
Distributors: Vernon Brown (BSFG), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS/Prophecy,
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and Alan Stewart (Oz). 30 Jun 08.
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A Plague of Masters
Brian Aldiss accepted his honorary doctorate from Liverpool U on 1 July.
His speech recalled “how, during an era when drunkenness and prostitution
were absolutely not to be found in the wonderful new Soviet Union, he
embarrassed someone who clearly was his KGB ‘minder’ on the way back to
his hotel by talking to someone who was standing around under a bridge in
rather provocative mode. The next day, said ‘minder’ saved the face of the
Soviet Utopia by casually mentioning that the woman they saw last night,
well she was the wife of the Japanese Ambassador who was out to take the
air. / What the Japanese Ambassador had to say about this is not recorded....”
[via AS]
Ray Bradbury is this year’s SF Poetry Association Grand Master. Other
nominees included Joe Haldeman and UK sf poet Steve Sneyd.
Alan Dean Foster was announced as a Grand Master of (wait for it) the
International Association of Media Tie-In Writers. [L]
Harry Harrison has been named as the 2009 SFWA Grand Master (“Damon
Knight Grand Master”) for life achievement.
Doris Lessing was interviewed yet again. Q: “For the last two decades, most
of your fiction has veered toward science fiction, which has disappointed
literary critics like Harold Bloom.” A: “I can’t be bothered with Bloom. A lot
of people think some of my best writing is in science fiction, and they are just
as significant as bloody Bloom.” Q: “When you won the Nobel Prize in
Literature last year, he described the choice as ‘pure political correctness’,
presumably because you are female.” A: “Yes, I remember. It was a very
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malicious thing. If he gets the Nobel Prize, believe me, I won’t be as bitchy.”
(NY Times magazine, 27 July) [MF]
Stephenie Meyer on her latest: “It’s science fiction because it’s about aliens,
so there’s no other way to categorize it. And I like science fiction. But this
doesn’t feel to me like science fiction; once you get past the basic premise,
it’s just about being human.” (Kansas City Star, 1 Aug) [MM]
Terry Pratchett is one of only 12 authors who have been permanent fixtures
in the Nielsen BookScan top 5,000 UK sellers ever since the list began in
1995. Each of the other 11 in this ‘evergreen’ list is represented by just one
title. Terry has three: The Colour of Magic, The Light Fantastic, and Mort.
[B]
Salman Rushdie’s fantasy Midnight’s Children was voted as the best of all
the Booker Prize winners on the award’s 40th anniversary – repeating his
25th-anniversary “Booker of Bookers” win. [PL]
Peter Straub is this year’s International Horror Guild “Living Legend”, the
IHG’s life achievement award.

Congrumate
6-10 Aug • Denvention 3 (66th Worldcon), Colorado Convention Center,
Denver, USA. Advance booking is now closed. At the door: $225, child $50,
“kid-in-tow” free. Day: Wed $55, Thu $75, Fri $85, Sat $85, Sun $35.
Contact Denvention, PO Box 1349, Denver, CO 80201, USA.
8-10 Aug • Wolf Galactica (BSG), Thistle Hotel, Heathrow. Tickets £85,
children £35. Bookings (not 24-hour) 01327 878550.
9-10 Aug • Caption (small-press comics), East Oxford Community Centre,
Princes St, Oxford. £10 at the door or £5/day.
21-25 Aug • Frightfest (film festival), Odeon West End, London. Bookings:
www.frightfest.co.uk or 0871 224 4007.
22-25 Aug • Discworld Convention 2008, Hilton Metropole, Birmingham
(NEC). “Membership applications are now closed.” Contact PO Box 4101,
Shepton Mallet, Somerset, BA4 5XD, or www.dwcon.org.
27 Aug • BSFA Open Meeting, Antelope, 22 Eaton Tce, London, SW1W
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8EZ. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Gwyneth Jones.
29-31 Aug • Mecon 11/Unicon 22, Queen’s University Belfast Student’s
Union. £15/€22 reg; £10/€15 concessions; £5 supp. Cheques to “QUB Sci-Fi
Society”. Contact 115 Malone Road, Belfast, BT9 6SP.
29-31 Aug • Wadfest (Discworld), Trentfield Farm Camp Site, Church
Laneham, Retford, Notts, DN22 0NJ. Adult campers £15 (2 nights),
accompanied children 1p each. See www.wadfest.co.uk/2008/.
5 Sep • British Fantasy Society Open Night, Ye Olde Cock Tavern, 22
Fleet St, London, EC4 1AA. From 6pm. All welcome.
5-7 Sep • ZombieCon (Brainnnnnns!), Quality Hotel, Bentley, Walsall. £45
reg until 31 August; £50 at the door. Contact 54 Bridge Rd, Uxbridge,
Middlesex, UB8 2QP; info at zombiecon co uk.
25-28 Sep • Oxonmoot (Tolkien Society), Christchurch, Oxford. Now £49.50
reg (members £42.50). Contact 29 Tockley Rd, Burham, Bucks, SL1 7DQ;
bookings at tolkiensociety org.
1-2 Nov • UnCon 2008 (Forteana), University of Westminster, 309 Regent
St, London, W1B 2UW. £36 advance reg, £20 day. Booking on-line only, it
seems: http://www.wegottickets.com/f/319.
20-22 Feb 09 • Redemption 09 (multimedia sf) – Britannia Hotel, Fairfax St,
Coventry, CV1 5RP. £50 reg, rising to £55 on 1 Sep. Under-18s/supp: £15.
Contact 26 Kings Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
31 Jul - 2 Aug 09 • Constitution (sf, fantasy, RPG), New Hall, Cambridge.
GoH: Steph Swainston, Henry Gee, others TBA. £20 reg; reductions for
children; rates will rise before the con. Contact 207 Campkin Rd, Cambridge,
CB4 2LE; info at constitution-con org uk.
6-10 Aug 09 • Anticipation (67th Worldcon), Palais des congrès de
Montréal, Montréal, Canada. Now $Can215/$US215/£110/€135 reg; supp
$Can55/$US55/£25/€35; discounts for presupporters. Contact PO Box 105,
Station NDG, Montréal, QC, H4A 3P4, Canada.
Rumblings • James Bacon at Conrunner (June): “One highlight of the
weekend was a presentation by ACC Liverpool, SECC Glasgow and Excel
London about potential venues for a future UK worldcon. All three sent
people and presentations, eager to engage with fandom.” With added news of
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three possible Netherlands sites, this led to discussion of a UK or Dutch bid
for maybe 2014 or 2015: “Vince Docherty and Colin Harris setting pace with
Steve Cooper doing groundwork. Not a dissenting voice was heard. Could
one imagine same in 1998?”

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Traditional opening to a UFO news story: “If you still live
with your parents, wear a zip-up cardigan over your collar and tie, have
enamel badges in your lapel and don’t get out much because you’re too busy
curating your collection of Star Trek memorabilia, it has been quite a week.
While the rest of the country has been fussing over such trivia as Zimbabwe,
you’ve been tabulating the latest activities of forces beyond our galaxy.”
(David Randall, Independent, 29 June)
Awards. Campbell Memorial: Kathleen Ann Goonan, In War Times.
• Cordwainer Smith (out-of-print rediscovery): Stanley G. Weinbaum.
• Prometheus (libertarian): Harry Turtledove, The Gladiator, and Jo Walton,
Ha’penny (tie). HALL OF FAME Anthony Burgess, A Clockwork Orange.
• Rhysling (poetry): SHORT F.J. Bergmann, “Eating Light” (Mythic Delirium).
LONG Catherynne M. Valente, “The Seven Devils of Central California”
(Farrago’s Wainscot).
• Shirley Jackson (suspense/horror/dark fantasy). Among the winners: NOVEL
Elizabeth Hand, Generation Loss. ANTHOLOGY Inferno ed. Ellen Datlow.
• Sturgeon (short): David R. Moles, “Finisterra” and Elizabeth Bear,
“Tideline” (tie).
• International Horror Guild novel shortlist: Ramsey Campbell, Grin of the
Dark; Elizabeth Hand, Generation Loss; Sarah Langan, The Missing; Natasha
Mostert, Season of the Witch; Dan Simmons, The Terror.
Astronomy Masterclass. “In 2006, Pluto was classed as a minor planet.
Unlike the planets, it has an elliptical orbit.” (Helpful factoid from
HarperCollins at the end of Diana Wynne Jones’s The Game, 2007)
R.I.P. Chris Cooper (1959-2008), well-known and famously tall UK fan
sometimes known as Jolly Green Giant, died on 4 July after falling into a
coma in mid-June; he was 49. [BS]
• Frank Darcy (1959-2008), Irish fan who ran P-Con IV and V (he was also
working on the next two) and co-organized the New Irish SF Association,
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died from cancer on 2 July. He was 49. [POM]
• Don S. Davis (1942-2008), former US Army captain who played Major
General Hammond in Stargate SG-1, died on 29 June aged 65. [DKMK]
• Thomas M. Disch (1940-2008), US author and poet who began publishing
sf in 1962 and gave us many darkly brilliant short stories and novels,
committed suicide on 4 July; he was 68. His finest novels were Camp
Concentration (1968), 334 (1972) and On Wings of Song (1979); the latter
won the John W. Campbell Memorial Award. Brian Aldiss hailed Disch’s
early work thus: “A genuine pessimist of a new writer has come along, to
delight us with an unadulterated shot of pure bracing gloom.” John Clute’s
SF Encyclopedia entry called him “the most respected, least trusted, most
envied and least read of all modern first-rank sf writers.” His solitary Hugo
was for the entertainingly contentious The Dreams Our Stuff Is Made Of:
How Science Fiction Conquered the World (1998); “The Brave Little
Toaster” (1980 F&SF) won a BSFA award and was filmed. I admire his work
very much indeed.
• Ann Green (1961-2008), well-known UK fan, publisher of the 1990s
fanzine Ormolu and wife of Steve Green, died on 29 July. [LK/SG] She was
46. All sympathy to Steve, who is devastated.
• Lloyd Lamble (1914-2008), last surviving actor to have played The Shadow
in the golden days of radio, died on 9 April aged 94. He also appeared in The
Avengers, The Prisoner and Doctor Who. [AIP]
• Bruce Purchase (1938-2008), New Zealand-born actor whose best-known
sf role was the cyborg villain in Doctor Who’s “The Pirate Planet”, died on 5
June aged 69. [SR]
Thog’s Maths Masterclass. Dept of the Easily Amazed: “... an inconceivable
fraction that can be written out as 1/10 preceded by 32 zeros ...” (Deepak
Chopra, Quantum Healing, 1989) [PB]
Outraged Letters. Richard E. Geis: “It appears that sci-fi is now a put-down
word, no longer of any use to us. What can we use to describe ourselves? I
haven’t a clue. Create a contest to find a respectful alternate. Non-muggles?”
• Martin Morse Wooster is full of hollow popcorn: “At the beginning of
Journey to the Center of the Earth 3D, Brendan Fraser holds a copy of the
Jules Verne novel. ‘This isn’t just science fiction,’ he says, ‘it’s inspiration!’
/ By the way, the words ‘Jules Verne’ are never mentioned in the film. And at
the end, Fraser holds a copy of Ignatius Donnelly’s book on Atlantis....”
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Another Book Poll. The Disinformation Company’s “alternative” survey of
all-time favourite books produced a very genre-oriented top ten: 1 George
Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four; 2 Douglas Adams, The Hitchhiker’s Guide to
the Galaxy; 3 Hunter S. Thompson, Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas; 4
J.R.R. Tolkien, The Lord of the Rings; 5 Aldous Huxley, Brave New World; 6
Kurt Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse Five; 7 J.D. Salinger, The Catcher in the
Rye; 8 Lao Tzu, Tao Te Ching; 9 Robert Shea & Robert Anton Wilson, The
Illuminatus! Trilogy; 10 Daniel Quinn, Ishmael. [DVB] I didn’t think anyone
but John Clute even remembered the last, winner of the one-off $500,000
Turner Tomorrow Award for sf back in 1991.
Happy Birthday. Rob Holdstock celebrated his 60th in July, while Chris
Priest turned 65 and began to receive the long-awaited state pension: “At last
I am the old rope for which there is money.”
As Others Analyse Us. “The Frankenstein problem of technology run amok
is beloved by science fiction writers. The world may be taken over by manmade objects, like robots, or mutations, like triffids. It may be submerged in
grey goo from nanotechnology. The fiction genre survives because no one
can say categorically that any of these things are impossible.” (John Kay,
Financial Times, 9 July) [MMW]
Metropolis Extended. The discovery of an uncut 16mm print of the classic sf
film in a Buenos Aires archive attracted lots of media coverage. One scene
remains lost, at the end of a damaged reel. [JHB]
Romance Masterclass. “Though I find this the greatest ecstasy ever offered
in life, I beg that you not bring your hips so hard against me, nor torture so
my flesh with the stirring beauty of rosebuds and cream mounds, else I shall
not leave, but drown again my lover’s sword in the velvet cloak of your
body.” (Shannon Drake, Ondine, 1997) [via JG]
Random Fandom. Terry Jeeves updates his A252 note: “Am delighted to say
that Val’s [cancer] operation was a success and she is now walking and
eating. [...] Not so good is the fact that I have been fitted with a catheter
because of prostate trouble.” [via MP/PW] Ouch.
• Elliot Shorter, 1970 US TAFF delegate, is in the Providence VA hospital
(ward 6a) and unlikely to be released; it may still be possible to visit him.
[AIP]
• Barbara Stewart on Chris Cooper: “He was part of fireworks fandom, a
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computer geek, and advised many conventions and their hotels about liquid
supplies and how to order, look after and correctly serve real ale. He helped
design the art board system now used at British conventions and regularly
helped build it; worked as steward and tech; and was a regular panel member
for ‘So This Is Your First Convention’. He could weird out mundanes or
fandom whilst sitting down being ordinary, let alone in one of his ‘silly
moods’.... As one of his annoying little sisters I know better than most that he
will be a hard act to follow. The family thanks fandom for all their kind
thoughts.”
Serious & Constructive. The (US) SF Book Club, with other clubs owned
by Bertelsmann’s North American Direct Group, is being sold off to the
investment firm Najafi Companies (Phoenix, AZ). [PL/DG]
• Wizards of the Coast is cancelling its “Discovery” line of original (that is,
non-game-spinoff) genre novels, which will cease after 2008.
As Others Remember Fanzines. “Originally published in hand-stapled
mimeographed pages called fanzines, collections of these fan fiction stories
were distributed in the early days as a kind of pop-cultural samizdat –
undercover publications handed out from boxes under tables at fan
conventions or stuffed into envelopes and mailed to fan community members
from volunteers’ basements. But fan fiction migrated to the Net in the mid1990s, where it has since exploded in size and scope.” (Grace Westcott,
Literary Review of Canada, July) [MMW]
The Dead Past. 25 Years Ago, Worldcon 1983: “Highlight of the fan
program was the ‘Fans Are Slans’ panel, wherein Steve Stiles extemporised a
remarkable account of Claude Degler’s insanitary habits, John Shirley
exposed parts of his body nobody (except representatives of the French
media) wanted to see, and Charles Platt developed his ‘I love fandom’ act
with glutinous sincerity.” (Malcolm Edwards, Ansible 35)
C.o.A. Eclectic Games, Thames Tower, Station Rd, Reading, RG1 1LX.
Gary Farber, 1416 Greenside Drive, Raleigh, NC 27609-9503, USA. Terry
Jeeves (temporary), 101 Prospect Rd, Scarborough, YO12 7JX.
Magazine Uproar. Short version of controversy: a writer with an insecure
grasp of net etiquette made public his rejection letter from HelixSF.com coeditor William Sanders, which seemingly categorized Muslims as “sheet
heads”. Debate ensued. A few Helix authors withdrew their work: the
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irritated Sanders variously said they couldn’t, asked $40 per removal,
replaced pages with “Story deleted at author’s pantiwadulous request” and
informed protesting contributor Yoon Ha Lee that hers was a story “that
never did make any sense and that I only accepted because I thought it might
please those who admire your work, and also because (notorious bigot that I
am) I was trying to get more work by non-Caucasian writers.” Oh dear.
Various Helix writers and ex-writers began a new on-line magazine for their
refugee works: Transcriptase.org.
Group Gropes. FORTH, the Edinburgh sf fan group, has now “found a new
home after a few unsavoury experiences in dodgy pubs – The Oxford Bar, 8
Young St, from around 8:30pm each Tuesday.” [JD]
A252 Addenda. Michael Capobianco on that “SFWA” fraud: “The
perpetrator of the contest has been reported to both the US Postal Inspector
and the Office of the California District Attorney. You should know that in
the US, at least, it’s quite difficult to get the authorities to take this kind of
scam seriously. SFWA’s Writer Beware has made intensive efforts to get
much more egregious literary scammers arrested, and has had a few notable
successes, but, in general, if the amounts scammed are only $10 a pop, as
with this scam contest, the authorities don’t have time for it.” Later, 31 July:
“I just heard from the San Diego branch of the US Postal Inspection Service.
They’re going to follow up on the complaint.”
• Jack Speer obituary clarification: he was the last surviving founder member
of FAPA who was still a member.
Thog’s Masterclass. Morning After Ray Bradbury Dept. “The green feather
of nausea blew through his intestines as if, during the night, he had polished
off a keg of dandelion wine.” (Jeffrey Ford, The Cosmology of the Wider
World, 2005) [MM]
• Dept of Dynamic Cartography. “The meridian drifted at a thousand miles an
hour across the Pacific ...” (Bill Napier, Nemesis, 1998) [CM]
• Planetary Colony Disaster Dept. “We found that all the planets were being
drawn quickly towards the sun, and the effect this extra-sudden dash had on
Mars was catastrophic. All the oxygen, we learned from the one lucky spaceship crew who got back safely, was absorbed into space by the action of a
violent earthquake ...” (Terence Haile, Galaxies Ahead, 1963)

Endnotes
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Apparitions.
• 7 Aug 2008: Richard Morgan signing, Forbidden Planet, 179 Shaftesbury
Avenue, London, WC2H 8JR. 6-7pm.
• 8 Aug 2008: Brum Group. Summer Social meal at Black Eagle pub
(advance booking only).
• 9 Aug 2008: Raymond Briggs & Bryan Talbot, ICA, London. 2:30pm. £10,
£9 concessions, £8 members. Box office 020 7930 3647. [Originally
announced for 2 Aug and postponed.]
• 22 Aug 2008: Alan Grant & Bryan Talbot, Edinburgh
Literary Festival. 8:30pm.
• 6 Sep 2008: Sarah Ash, Chaz Brenchley, Deborah J. Miller & Jessica Rydill
Saunders at the West London Literary Festival, Main Tent, Walpole Park,
Ealing, London W5. 1pm-2pm.
• 12 Sep 2008: Brum Group, Briar Rose, Bennett Hill, Birmingham city
centre. With James Barclay. 7.45pm. £4; members £3. Contact 07845 897760
or 4bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk.
Random Links. See the latest additions here:
http://links.ansible.co.uk/
Orson Scott Card sees “the end of democracy in America” and very nearly
urges the overthrow of the US government and the country’s “insane
Constitution”, for reasons not all of us may share:
http://mormontimes.com/ME_blogs.php?id=1586
Random Fandom II. Moshe Feder has started an email list for fannish catlovers, subtly named The Bastion. “Any reader of Ansible interested in
joining may write to me at moshe at feder dot name.”
• David A. Hardy reports stunning upheavals at the ASFA (Association of
Science Fiction & Fantasy Artists): “I am the new Vice President – the first
time this has been a European, or Brit even.”
• Marcia Illingworth (and Tim) have the wanderlust: “Bell House, the home
of the annual Illingworth barbie for the last ten years, is for sale, and we
would love to see it stay in fandom. The asking price at the moment is
£350,000. Drop us a line if interested, to marcia at bellhouse org uk. Our
plans are to return to the States by the end of the year, for a variety of
reasons.” That’s Coveney, Ely, Cambs.
• Terry Martin sends a late plug: “Low Energy Day (30 August) is a really
laid back grass roots comic and graphic strips ‘convention’. A mixture of
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garage publishers and slick productions. No-one gets to have their own table
like at a proper convention (four dealers to a table!) ... but best of all you
don’t have to pay as a visitor – it’s totally free! Plus you get the attractions of
the rest of Camden Lock Market (the ‘original’ Camden market) with its bars
and eating places, and in a great location.”
Editorial. Envious best wishes to all of you who’ll be at the Denver
Worldcon (which I can’t afford) and the Discworld Convention (which I ...
um, it’s complicated). As usual, Martin Hoare will be the official Langfordsurrogate at Worldcon, with full power to refuse drinks on my behalf. Try
offering him one, and see for yourself.
Ansible 253 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2008. Thanks to Paul Barnett,
David V Barrett, The Bookseller, James H. Burns, Jim Darroch, Janice Gelb,
Dan Goodman, Steve Green, David K.M. Klaus, Linda Krawecke, Locus,
Chris Moore, Murray Moore, Pádraig Ó Méalóid, Marti McKenna, Mark
Plummer, Andrew I. Porter, Publishers Lunch, Steve Rogerson, Andy
Sawyer, Barbara Stewart, Peter Weston, Martin Morse Wooster and Hero
Distributors: Vernon Brown (Brum Group), Janice Murray (NA),
SCIS/Prophecy, and Alan Stewart (Australia). 2 Aug 08.
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(e). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Sue Mason. Available for SAE or the
meaning of poostermoolies.
Denvention 3. The 66th Worldcon in Denver, Colorado, seemed to run
successfully. Much timely information appeared on line as the con
progressed.
• Hugos. A 19-year winning streak came to its end at last, which frankly was
something of a relief.... NOVEL Michael Chabon, The Yiddish Policemen’s
Union. NOVELLA Connie Willis, “All Seated on the Ground” by (Asimov’s
12/07). NOVELETTE Ted Chiang, The Merchant and the Alchemist’s Gate.
SHORT Elizabeth Bear, “Tideline” (Asimov’s 6/07). NONFICTION Jeff Prucher,
Brave New Words: The Oxford Dictionary of Science Fiction. DRAMATIC,
LONG Stardust. DRAMATIC, SHORT Doctor Who: “Blink”. EDITOR, LONG David
Hartwell. EDITOR, SHORT Gordon Van Gelder (F&SF). ARTIST Stephan
Martiniere. SEMIPROZINE Locus. FANZINE File 770. FAN WRITER John Scalzi.
FAN ARTIST Brad Foster. CAMPBELL AWARD (“not a Hugo”) Mary Robinette
Kowal. Congratulations to all, with special thanks from Hazel – who worries
about her groaning mantelpieces – to that nice Mr Scalzi.
• Hugo rule changes: simultaneous nomination as pro and fan artist is now
allowed. Awaiting ratification next year: “semiprozine” abolished and
“graphic story” added (the 2009 Worldcon confirms that it will be test-flying
this in advance as its permitted additional Hugo category); “related book”
changed to “related work” to allow or confirm on-line eligibility.
• Aussiecon 4, the unopposed 2010 Worldcon bid, naturally won the site
selection (658 votes from 826 ballots). The Chicago in 2012 bid was
officially launched at last.

The Five Gold Bands
Ben Bova and Spider Robinson shared this year’s Heinlein Award.
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Leo & Diane Dillon are to receive the 2008 World Fantasy Award for life
achievement, and so in the same year is Patricia McKillip.
Mary Jane Engh, best known for her sf novel Arslan (UK title A Wind from
Bukhara) as by M.J. Engh, is to be SFWA’s 2009 “Author Emerita”.
Presumably some Latin research has been carried out since Ardath Mayhar
found herself Author Emeritus for 2008. “Well,” Engh said cautiously, “I
hope emerita doesn’t mean over the hill, but I’m truly honored – blown away,
in fact ...” [SFWA]
Diana Wynne Jones on a recent furore: “Has it come to the august and all
seeing eyes of Ansible that there is currently a furious row raging in
children’s book circles? I know this doesn’t sound like sf, but actually it is
because the leader is Philip Pullman, who is objecting furiously to the
publishers’ unilateral attempts to label every book that might be for children
with the age-range for which it is putatively intended. Pullman says,
reasonably enough, that this will exclude both children and adults from
reading books the publishers have labelled 11+ and so forth. Needless to say,
I am in full agreement with him, the more so that my publishers tried to pull a
fast one on me and presented me with this labelling as a fait accompli, telling
me that it only remained for me to choose which age band each of my books
was in. Almost all my books weren’t in any age band, as far as I could see,
and short of labelling them all 7+ (which wouldn’t work), there seemed no
solution. It then occurred to me that publishers (not to speak of writers) were
going to lose money over this, as ignorant aunts were not going to buy books
labelled 11+ plus for ten-year-olds and adult devotees were going to be shy of
being seen reading, say, The Lord of the Rings with a large sign on it saying
FOR ELEVEN YEARS UPWARDS. I wrote to Philip and suggested he put this to the
publishers – for whom Losing Money is the Ultimate Horror – but he so far
hasn’t included this argument on his website Notoagebanding.org. [...] The
more people who are annoyed at this silly piece of nannying, the better.”
NTAB organizers have suggested a form of words for authors to request in
contracts.
Jerry Pournelle, who’s been having months of X-ray radiotherapy for an
inoperable brain tumour, announces: “It’s official. I no longer have cancer. I
have some scar tissue residual in my head, but both the MRI and my blood
work indicate that the cancer is gone. / My fatigue may be due to sleep
problems, but I should be about over the radiation sickness. In a word, I am
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in great shape for a man of my age. Now all I have to do is convince myself
so that I get back to work. / It’s taking a while for that to sink in.” (28
August) [TI]
Spider Robinson and Ben Bova shared ... no, we’ve done that one already.

Conjunge
5 Sep • British Fantasy Society Open Night, Ye Olde Cock Tavern, 22
Fleet St, London, EC4 1AA. From 6pm. All welcome.
5-7 Sep • ZombieCon (Brainnnnnns!), Quality Hotel, Bentley, Walsall.
Advance booking now closed; £50 at the door. Contact 54 Bridge Rd,
Uxbridge, Middlesex, UB8 2QP; info at zombiecon co uk.
6-7 Sep • Forbidden Planet (London, Birmingham, Bristol, Cambridge,
Coventry, Croydon, Liverpool, Newcastle, Southampton) celebrates its 30
years of “Geek Chic” with parties, including giveaways. NB: not Forbidden
Planet International (Scotland, Ireland, other English towns), which dates
itself from the Edinburgh SF BookShop in 1975.
19-21 Sep • Fantasycon 2008, Britannia Hotel, 1 St James St, Nottingham.
£70 reg (BFS members £60). Day rate £25 Fri or Sun, £40 Sat. Contact 5
Greenbank, Barnt Green, Birmingham, B45 8DH.
24 Sep • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Terrace, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5pm/6pm onward. With Farah Mendlesohn.
25-28 Sep • Oxonmoot (Tolkien Society), Christchurch, Oxford. £49.50 reg
(members £42.50). Contact 29 Tockley Rd, Burham, Bucks, SL1 7DQ;
bookings at tolkiensociety org.
3 Oct • Sci-Fi London Oktoberfest (film), Apollo West End Cinema, Lower
Regent St, London. Box office 020 7451 9944.
11-12 Oct • NewCon 4, The Fishmarket, Bradshaw Street, Northampton,
NN1 2HL. £40 reg (BSFA members £35). £10 supporting; £20 per day.
Contact 16 Albany Road, Northampton, NN1 5LZ.
17-19 Oct • Festival of Fantastic Films, Day’s Hotel, Sackville St,
Manchester. £70/$140 reg; £30/$60 day. Under-17s £30; under-13s £20.
Contact 95 Meadowgate Rd, Salford, Manchester, M6 8EN.
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18-19 Oct • Octocon, Royal Dublin Hotel, O’Connell St, Dublin. €30 reg to
12 Oct; students €12; under-18/supp €10. Octocon 2008 c/o Electric Dragon,
19a Main St, Blackrock, Co. Dublin, Ireland.
7-9 Nov • Alt.Fiction Horror Writing Weekend, Dove Valley Centre, nr
Buxton. Workshop: £150 reg including 2 nights full board. Contact Alex,
07768 635293, or alexdavisevents at hotmail co uk.
22-23 Nov • Dublin City Comic Con, Park Inn, Smithfield Sq, Dublin.
Admission €20/day or €35 for the weekend.
20-22 Feb 09 • Redemption 09 (multimedia sf) – Britannia Hotel, Fairfax St,
Coventry, CV1 5RP. Now £55 reg. Under-18s/supp: £15. Contact 26 Kings
Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
24-26 Apr 09 • Alt.Fiction, QUAD art/film centre, Derby. More TBA. Contact
01332 715434 or alex dot davis at derby gov uk.
29 Apr - 4 May 09 • Sci-Fi London (film), Apollo West End Cinema, Lower
Regent St, London. Box office 020 7451 9944. More TBA.
17-18 or 24-25 Jan 10 • ConRunner 2, “The North, probably Sheffield or
Manchester”. Rates to start at £30. More TBA. Contact 56 Jackmans Place,
Letchworth GC, Herts, SG6 1RH.
2-6 Sep 10 • Aussiecon 4 (68th Worldcon), Melbourne Convention &
Exhibition Centre. GoH Kim Stanley Robinson, Robin Johnson (fan), Shaun
Tan. $A160/$US155/$CAN155/€100/£80 reg until 3 Nov 2008;
$A52/$US50/$CAN50/€35/£25 supp; presupporter, “Firend” and site
selection voter discounts at www.aussiecon4.org.au. Contact GPO Box 1212,
Melbourne, Vic 3001, Australia; info at aussiecon4 org au.
Rumblings • Worldcon 2013: the still uncommitted Texas bid now has a
rival, announced during Denvention: Zagreb.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others Hope To See Us. Worldcon coverage at Denver Westword Blogs
included a visit to Shotgun Willie’s strip club, which had laid on a Sci Fi
Strip Off to attract “an army of sci-fi geeks”. Alas: “It wasn’t much of a
show, at least from a geek-hunting journalist’s perspective. The club was
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packed, pulsing with a slightly more techno-y vibe in honor of the promised
nerds. But as I cruised the club searching for conventioneers, I realized: all
men look like geeky sci-fi writers when they’re hunched over a railing, slackjawed and chucking crumpled dollars at naked women. I asked around, and
no one would cop to being from the convention. One guy was wearing a Star
Trek shirt, but I never got to talk to him. He was ... occupied.” (Joe Tone)
[MM]
More Worldcon Awards. Big Heart (fan): Suford Lewis.
• Chesley (art): not presented at Denvention owing to voting delays.
• First Fandom Hall of Fame: Mike Ashley, Ray Harryhausen and
(posthumous) Isaac Asimov.
• Sidewise (alternate history) LONG Michael Chabon. The Yiddish Policemen’s
Union. SHORT (tie) Michael Flynn, “Quaestiones Super Caelo et Mundo”
(Analog 7/07) and Kristine Kathryn Rusch, “Recovering Apollo 8” (Asimov’s
2/07).
R.I.P. Pauline Baynes (1922-2008), UK illustrator perhaps most famous for
her line drawings in all the C.S. Lewis “Narnia” books, died on 1 August at
the age of 89. She also illustrated Farmer Giles of Ham and other works by
Tolkien (who said: “more than illustrations, they are a collateral theme”),
painted the first paperback cover of Watership Down, and won the Kate
Greenaway Medal for her nearly 600 drawings in Grant Uden’s A Dictionary
of Chivalry. [BS via AW]
• Ken Campbell (1941-2008), UK actor-director who staged popular
adaptations of Illuminatus! and The Hitch-Hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, died
on 31 August; he was 66. His performance of Pigspurt at Mexicon V
(Scarborough, 1993) is fondly remembered.
• Creig Flessel (1912-2008), US comics artist who drew early DC comics
from 1937 and adventures of the golden-age Sandman from 1939 onward,
died on 17 July aged 96.
• Geoffrey Perkins (1953-2008), UK radio/tv producer whose credits include
the first two radio series of The Hitch-Hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, died in a
road accident on 29 August; he was 55. [F/CM] He was BBC Head of
Comedy 1995-2001, and invented the fannishly popular game “Mornington
Crescent” for BBC Radio’s I’m Sorry I Haven’t A Clue.
• George W. Proctor (1946-2008), US author and teacher whose many books
included some 16 sf/fantasy novels and two co-edited anthologies (one of
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Nebula winners) died on 3 August. He was 61. [JC]
As Others See Us. In August, MTV was casting for True Life: I’m a Fan
Boy: “Are you obsessed with comic books, anime, fantasy, or manga? Do you
like to dress up as your favorite character and attend conventions with other
fans? Have you ever waited in line overnight for a book, movie, or
videogame release? Do you have tattoos depicting your favorite brand or
characters? Have you ever missed work, school, or other important events to
engage in role-playing or cosplay? Are you misunderstood by your family or
significant other because of it? Have you ever been told to ‘grow up’ by
someone important to you? If you’re an obsessed fanboy (or girl), MTV
wants to hear from you. If you appear to be between the ages of 16 and 28
and identify with any of the above, MTV wants to hear your story.” [JHB]
Chiz chiz chiz: I was getting quite excited until I realized that MTV’s ageism
excludes me.
Outraged Letters. Richard E. Geis: “I note that being named Grand Master
is current. Let me inform you that I, Richard E. Geis, have been named Grand
Master for July 19 by the American Society of Distinguished and Currently
Unemployed Erotica Hacks, and I have hopes that some of my pen names
will make Grand Masterhood in due time.”
Mythopoeic Awards. ADULT FANTASY Catherynne M. Valente, Orphan’s
Tales (In the Night Garden and In the Cities of Coin and Spice).
• CHILDREN’S J.K. Rowling, the entire Harry Potter series.
• SCHOLARSHIP: INKLINGS Diana Pavlac Glyer, The Company They Keep: C.S.
Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien as Writers in Community; John D. Rateliff, The
History of the Hobbit (2 vols).
• SCHOLARSHIP: OTHER T.A. Shippey, ed., The Shadow-Walkers: Jacob
Grimm’s Mythology of the Monstrous.
As We See Ourselves. From a local-paper story celebrating Garry Jon
Simpson’s feat of publishing his sf novel through the “author-funded” Athena
Press: “I enjoy writing science fiction as you don’t have to do a lot of
research for it.” (Winsford Guardian, 21 August) [SHS]
Random Fandom. Steve Green thanks all the fans and others who donated to
Diabetes UK in memory of Ann Green (1961-2008) and raised more than
£1300.
• Terry Jeeves’s wife Val died in late August despite the apparent success of
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her July cancer operation. All sympathy to Terry, who is unable to cope alone
and may have to remain in care.
• Paul Voermans and Cathy Hayward are getting married next June.
Magazine Scene. As of their December issues, Analog and Asimov’s will
change from the traditional digest size to 5 7/8" x 8 5/8", matching other
Penny Press magazines. Page count drops from 144 to 112, so that despite
larger pages there’ll be some 4000 fewer words. [DB]
As Others See Us II. A rare good word for sf: “The science fiction
‘community’, unlike most groups to which that word is attached, really is a
community, and a good many of the people in it are charming and normal.”
(Andrew McKie, Telegraph, 9 Aug) [TL]
• Why War with the Newts is underrated: “Another problem is the annexation
of [Karel] Čapek by the science fiction community ... Keen to upgrade its
image, science fiction apologists have displayed a propensity to aggrandize
its domain, sticking the label on writers who have precious little to do with
space opera or monster hide and seek.” (Peter Swirski, From Lowbrow to
Nobrow, 2005) [ADH] That is: giant talking newts just aren’t sf.
More Shortlists. All too many BFA/WFA categories; here are the the novel
finalists. British Fantasy Award: Ramsey Campbell, The Grin of the Dark;
Joe Hill, Heart-Shaped Box; Michael Marshall, The Intruders; Sarah
Pinborough, The Taken; Dan Simmons, The Terror; Michael Marshall Smith,
The Servants.
• World Fantasy Award: John Marks, Fangland; Will Shetterly, The Gospel
of the Knife; Michael Marshall Smith, The Servants; Emma Bull, Territory;
Guy Gavriel Kay, Ysabel.
Fanfundery. TAFF: nominations are open for the 2009 westbound race from
Europe to Anticipation in Montréal. Each candidate should provide 5 written
nominations (3 Euro, 2 NA), a platform of up to 100 words and £10 bond, by
5 Nov 2008; ballots should appear within days. Voting deadline: post-Easter
2009. Euro admin: Bridget Bradshaw, 103 Rustat Rd, Cambridge, CB1 3QG;
email bugshaw at gmail dot com.
Court Circular. Warner Bros is suing Bollywood’s Mirchi Movies for the
hideous infringement of its non-fantasy adventure film title Hari Puttar – A
Comedy of Terrors. Hari Puttar is Punjabi for Son of Hari. [BB]
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The Dead Past. As Others Guffawed At Us, 1935: “Why do people guffaw
when I tell them I am reading the Voyage to the Moon, by Godwin, the model
of Cyrano de Bergerac and Swift? I will throw in Lucian and Voltaire as
make-weight. But no one smiles if you say you are reading Jules Verne’s
wizardry, or the fantastics of Wells!” (Edward Agate, quoted in James Agate,
Ego 2, 1936) What, no one?
Another Bloody Poll. A Costa Book Awards survey of “the nation’s most
cherished and best-loved writers” produced a top 50 beginning: 1 Enid
Blyton, 2 Roald Dahl, 3 J.K. Rowling, 4 Jane Austen, 5 William
Shakespeare, 6 Charles Dickens, 7 J.R.R. Tolkien, 8 Agatha Christie, 9
Stephen King, 10 Beatrix Potter, 11 C.S. Lewis.... Other genre-ish names
include 22 Martin Amis, 23 Isaac Asimov, 24 Margaret Atwood, 27 H.G.
Wells, 29 Arthur C. Clarke, 30 George Orwell, 32 Iain Banks, 37 Kingsley
Amis, 40 Mark Twain, 41 J.G. Ballard, and 49 Ray Bradbury. [JB]
C.o.A. Lilian Edwards has moved to a new Chair at Sheffield U: mail
address reverts to 39 Viewforth, Edinburgh, EH10 4JE. “If anyone wants a
Sheffield lodger with 2 cats c. late Sept/early Oct, do let me know.”
Scouring of the Shire. The US subprime mortgage debacle led to foreclosure
proceedings against the Tolkien-themed “Shire” housing estate in Bend,
Oregon (where round hobbit-hole doors mercifully open on garden storage
rather than being main entrances). The developers owe their bank $3.4m. A
December auction is expected; new owners may or may not want to keep
fantasy features like artificially thatched roofs, “dragon-shaped support
beams”, “Ring Bearer’s Court”, etc. (Bend Bulletin, 31 July) [A] We are
renaming the Langford cellar Shelob’s Lair.
Group Gropes. London First Thursdays. Meetings continue happily at the
Melton Mowbray on Holborn, but Paul Treadaway feels we need a new
emergency fallback venue – just in case. The Printer’s Devil is being
demolished and the Goose is closed, so Paul suggests the One Tun on Saffron
Hill, now boasting an extension and garden terrace,
A253 Addenda. I cut a few words too many when reporting Terry Pratchett’s
3-novel presence on the Nielsen BookScan “evergreen” list of books
permanently among the top 5,000 UK sellers since records began in 1995.
Only 12 titles appear and no other author has more than one. Tolkien is in
there with The Hobbit, but not The Lord of the Rings. [CSm]
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We Are Everywhere. The charity magazine The Big Issue is an unlikely
place to find sf, but spies report an Alastair Reynolds story (“Cardiff
Afterlife”) in The Big Issue Cymru #627, 25-31 August. [DR]
Thog’s Masterclass. Tripodal Stability Dept. “She crouched on a threelegged stool as if warming herself before the fire, but Will knew her chill
would take more melting than that. He knelt down before her. The stool
wobbled under her when he took her hands, the one leg shorter than the other
that his father hadn’t mended in fifteen years gone past.” (Elizabeth Bear, Ink
and Steel, 2008) [CSo]
• Dept of the Right Spirit. “Four subordinate officers, plastered in their seats
...” (Howard S. Smith, I, Robot, 2008) [DC]
• Delicate Euphemism Dept. “At the point where in the human male there
droops that Thing of Joy which is a Beauty for ever, these ethereal visitors
were as bald and smooth as porcelain.” (Richard Cowper, Kuldesak, 1972).
[AR]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 6 Sep 2008: Sarah Ash, Chaz Brenchley, Deborah J. Miller & Jessica Rydill
Saunders at the West London Literary Festival, Main Tent, Walpole Park,
Ealing, London W5. 1pm-2pm.
• 12 Sep 2008: Brum Group, Briar Rose, Bennett Hill, Birmingham city
centre. With James Barclay. 7.45pm. £4; members £3. Contact 07845 897760
or 4bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk.
• 18 Sep 2008: C.E. Murphy signing, Forbidden Planet, 179
Shaftesbury Ave, London, WC2H 8JR. 6-7pm.
• 5 Oct 2008: Alan Grant and others, Wasted comic launch at Forbidden
Planet, 40-41 Southbridge St, Edinburgh. 2-3pm.
• 19 Oct 2008: Bryan Talbot, Hannah Berry, Paul Grist and Paul Gravett
panel, Manchester Literature Festival, Whitworth Art Gallery. 2:30pm.
Tickets £4/£3.
• 23 Oct 2008: Bryan Talbot talks at Eccleston Library, St Helens,
Lancashire. 7:30pm. Admission free. Contact 01744 677575.
Brian Aldiss adds a few words in memory of Ken Campbell: “Good old Ken,
a truly funny man and comic actor. We met first in Newcastle, ages ago. Ken
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and mates came charging into a pub where heavy miners were sinking heavy
pints of porter. Their heavy faces said, ‘Maake me fookin’ laf!’ – and then
they were wetting themselves with laughter. Ken and Co piled up a tower of
chairs to make a Big Ben. He climbed up them and was going to jump off and
commit suicide. But when he got to the top he found he had vertigo (a fear of
heights, you chump! – Didn’t you see the Hitchcock movie? too young, eh?!)
– and had to be pushed.
“We joined forces and for several years toured the country. It was called
‘bringing SF to the Masses’. The masses sometimes numbered nineteen.
Birmingham was the best venue – the good old Brummie group would
always support us. As long as Ken was on stage, everything was fireproof!
“Bless the dear man – always merry when I knew him. If there was such a
place, there’d be laughter in Heaven now....”
Court Circular II. Barbara Bauer’s lawsuit against the Wikimedia
Foundation was dismissed in July, but the remaining defendants – all
associated with websites that carried or discussed her listing in the “20 Worst
Literary Agents” – still include team members at AbsoluteWrite, the Nielsen
Haydens’ Making Light, and SFWA’s Writer Beware. SFWA itself is also a
defendant.
http://www.citmedialaw.org/threats/bauer-v-wikimedia
Outraged Letters II. Simon R. Green offers a characteristically profound
“Thought for the day: when it comes to the Brit Olympics, I think our closing
ceremony should consist of a giant wicker man, in which we burn selected
celebrities who have fallen from grace. Let’s see the next country top that....”
Thog Extra. Solar Simile Dept. “The sun set, like a fried egg sliding over a
pan and being lost in the fire.” (R.L. Fanthorpe, “Face of Evil”, 1960)
Ansible 254 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2008. Thanks to Anon, John Bark,
Barbara Barrett, Damien Broderick, James H. Burns, Dave Clark, John Clute,
Flick, Arthur D. Hlavaty, Tim Illingworth, Tony Lee, Marti McKenna, Chris
Moore, David Redd, Adam Roberts, Brian Sibley, Steven H. Silver, Colin
Smythe, Cally Soukup, Andrew Wells, and Hero Distributors: Vernon Brown
(Brum Group), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS/Prophecy, Alan Stewart
(Australia). 1 Sep 08.
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The Blast of the Book
Ray Bradbury mourns the impending closure on 18 October of his favourite
bookshop, Acres of Books in Long Beach, California, recently acquired for
city redevelopment: “If this place could be kept here, if you’re going to build
a mall, they should build it around here. They should be the center of the
mall. They should be a shrine. They should have a crucifix up in front. I will
come and bless the goddamn place. And I mean that. I want this store to
remain here and they can build a mall around it ... It should be surrounded by
other fascinating stores. It shouldn’t be moved.” (LA Observed) [PY] No
chance, it seems.
Eoin Colfer is to write a sixth novel in the late Douglas Adams’s
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy series. [DKMK] Oh dear.
Harlan Ellison is reportedly suing Paramount for failing to pass on income
from licencing of his City on the Edge of Forever storyline for a Simon &
Schuster tie-in trilogy by David R. George III. Did Courthouse News Service
really have to headline this story “Harlan Ellison Wants Paramount To Beam
Up Royalties For ‘Star Trek’”? Of course they did.
Marc Gascoigne, late of Games Workshop’s Solaris and Black Library
operations, is to run a new sf imprint for HarperCollins: “Angry Robot, to
provide the global science fiction/fantasy community with new content both
in physical and digital form.” Angry Robot should publish 2-3 books per
month from July 2009. Ansible imagines a corporate brainstorm session
which – after noting that Paranoid Android had been used by some other guy
– considered Mad Mechanoid, Grumbling Golem, Enraged Replicant and
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Surly Cyborg before inspiration came.
Boris Johnson’s 2008 Tory conference speech remembered past appearances
there: “2006 when I was physically pelted with pork pies by the press corps
or last year when my speaking style was criticized by Arnold
Schwarzenegger. / And it was a low moment, my friends, to have my
speaking style denounced by a monosyllabic Austrian cyborg.” Nevertheless,
“Ken Livingstone was terminated.” (The Register, 29 Sep)
George Takei and his long-time partner Brad Altman were married as they’d
planned on 14 September, with Walter Koenig and Nichelle Nichols as best
man and matron of honour. (Associated Press)

Conck
3 Oct • Sci-Fi London Oktoberfest (film), Apollo West End Cinema, Lower
Regent St, London. Box office 020 7451 9944.
11-12 Oct • NewCon 4, The Fishmarket, Bradshaw Street, Northampton,
NN1 2HL. £40 reg (BSFA members £35). £10 supporting; £20 per day.
Contact 16 Albany Road, Northampton, NN1 5LZ.
15 Oct • Brian Aldiss lectures on “Science and Civilisation”: Jack Leggatt
Theatre, Victoria Bldg, U of Liverpool. 5 pm, Admission free.
17-19 Oct • Festival of Fantastic Films, Day’s Hotel, Sackville St,
Manchester. £70/$140 reg; £30/$60 day. Under-17s £30; under-13s £20.
Contact 95 Meadowgate Rd, Salford, Manchester, M6 8EN.
18-19 Oct • Octocon, Royal Dublin Hotel, O’Connell St, Dublin. €30 reg to
12 Oct; students €12; under-18/supp €10. Octocon 2008 c/o Electric Dragon,
19a Main St, Blackrock, Co. Dublin, Ireland.
22 Oct • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Terrace, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5pm/6pm onward. With John Clute.
25 Oct • Teledeux! (pub event), London. CANCELLED. Because.
1-2 Nov • UnCon 2008 (Forteana), University of Westminster, 309 Regent
St, London, W1B 2UW. £36 advance reg, £20 day. Booking on-line only, it
seems: http://www.wegottickets.com/f/319.
3-9 Nov • Shipping Lines (Liverpool Literary Festival) includes Philip
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Pullman on “The Elementary Particles of Narrative”, 7 Nov, 6:30-7:30pm,
Sherrington Lecture Theatre Two: £5 (£3 concessions). Pullman reappears
“In Conversation”, 8 Nov, 8-9pm, same venue and cost.
7-9 Nov • Alt.Fiction Horror Writing Weekend, Dove Valley Centre, nr
Buxton. Workshop: £150 reg including 2 nights full board. Contact Alex,
07768 635293, or alexdavisevents at hotmail co uk.
7-9 Nov • ArmadaCon XX, Royal Fleet Club, 9-12 Morice Square,
Devonport, Plymouth, PL1 4PQ. £35 reg; £30 concessions. Contact 20
Pinewood Close, Plympton, Devon, PL7 2DW.
8 Nov • Music from the 21st Century: Barry Gray (Thunderbirds and other
Gerry Anderson music) centenary concert, Royal Festival Hall, South Bank,
London. Tickets: www.southbankcentre.co.uk.
11 Nov 08 - 4 Jan 09 • Science Fact & Science Fiction exhibition, National
Space Centre, Exploration Drive, Leicester, LE4 5NS. Contact info at
spacecentre co uk; phone 0116 261 0261.
14-16 Nov • Novacon 38, Quality Hotel, Bentley, Walsall. £38 reg; £42 at
the door. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
14-15 Feb 09 • Hi-Ex (comics), Eden Court, Bishop’s Rd, Inverness, IV3
5SA. Tickets (prices to follow) from www.hi-ex.co.uk or the venue box
office: 01463 234 234. Contact hiex dot comics at gmail dot com.
10-13 Apr 09 • LXcon (Eastercon), Cedar Ct Hotel, Bradford. £50 reg, £30
concessions/under-25s, £20 under-17s, £5 under-12s, under-5s free. Contact
379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ. Dirk Maggs had to drop out as a GoH.
Main hotel and dealers’ room both full. A free shuttle bus (two at peak times)
will run half-hourly between the main hotels.
23-25 May 09 • plokta.con 4.0, Sunningdale Park, Berks. £30 reg, under-17s
£15, under-12s free. Cheques to Plokta c/o 13 Collette Court, Eleanor Close,
London, SE16 6PW; PayPal to mike at plokta dot com.
19-21 Jun 09 • Aetherica (fantasy), Crowne Plaza Hotel, Chester. £35 reg
until 16 Nov; £20 supp; under-18s £25; under-5s £5. Contact membership at
aetherica dot org for booking form, or join online.
25-26 Jul 09 • Satellite 2, Crowne Plaza Hotel, Glasgow. £40 reg, this rate
extended to 31 Dec 08; £10 supp/junior (5-14), £1 infant (0-4). Contact 33b
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Hardridge Road, Corkerhill, Glasgow, G52 1RH.
31 Jul - 2 Aug 09 • Constitution (sf, fantasy, RPG), New Hall, Cambridge, is
also the 2009 Unicon. Still £20 reg. Contact 207 Campkin Rd, Cambridge,
CB4 2LE; info at constitution-con org uk.
2-6 Sep 10 • Aussiecon 4 (68th Worldcon), Melbourne Convention &
Exhibition Centre. $A160 / $US155 / $CAN155 / €100 / £80 reg until 3 Nov
08; discount information at www.aussiecon4.org.au. Contact GPO Box 1212,
Melbourne, Vic 3001, Australia; info at aussiecon4 org au.
25-27 Sep 10 • Albacon, Holiday Inn, Glasgow Airport. £30 reg until 16
November 08; £20 concessions; £10 supp; under-12s £15; under-5s free.
GoH Liz Williams, Peter F. Hamilton. Contact 1/2 10 Holmlea Rd, Glasgow,
G44 4AH.
Rumblings • Discworld Convention. The next in this biennial series is
planned for August 2010, and against all expectation the guest of honour will
be Terry Pratchett. More to follow at www.dwcon.org.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. HMV, having consulted newspaper style manuals, knows
how to woo sf fans: “Welcome to our first ever sci-fi newsletter, boldy [sic]
going where no email has gone before. If you love all things sci-fi, know
your Star Wars from your Stargate and hide behind the sofa when the Daleks
are on telly, then this one’s for you ... So strap on your Spock ears and let
hmv.com get you closer to sci-fi.” [PT]
Awards. David Gemmell Legend Award: new memorial award to be first
presented in 2009 for the best heroic fantasy of 2008. On-line voting for the
shortlist opens at gemmellaward.com on 26 December.
R.I.P. P.C. Bartrum (1907-2008), scholar of Welsh genealogy and the
earliest versions of the Arthur legend (in the Mabinogion etc), died on 14
August aged 100. (Independent)
• Bill Meléndez (1916-2008), Mexican-born US animator – with Disney
1938-1941 – who created 75+ Peanuts specials through his own production
company and directed the animated The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
(Warner 1979), died on 2 September aged 91. [SD]
1001

• Paul Newman (1925-2008), legendary US film star, died on 26 September
aged 83. Like most long-time actors he had accumulated a few sf and fantasy
credits, including Quintet (1979) and The Hudsucker Proxy (1994).
• Brian Thomsen (1959-2008), US, writer, anthologist and sf/fantasy
consulting editor at Tor, died from a heart attack on 21 September; he was
49. [ML] Thomsen co-wrote Julius Schwartz’s autobiography, Man of Two
Worlds: My Life in Science Fiction and Comics (2000).
• David Foster Wallace (1962-2008), US novelist, essayist and professor of
creative writing best known for the long and surreally funny sf novel Infinite
Jest (1996), hanged himself on 12 September. He was 46. [GVG]
• Joan Winston, US fan who co-organized the first Star Trek convention in
1972 and wrote The Making of the Trek Conventions (1977), died on 11
September aged 77. [JM]
Thog’s Big Science Masterclass. “The Large Hadron Collider – basically, a
big-bang simulator – opens in Switzerland next week. There’s been much
talk of the possibility that it could create a lethal black hole, so perhaps it’s
worth emphasising how unlikely that is. One estimate put the chance at 1 in
1,019. To put that in context, you have a one in 1,011 chance of
spontaneously evaporating while you shave.” (Archie Bland, Independent, 6
September; figures strictly sic.) Clearly I’ve been pushing my luck with all
those years of Extreme Shaving.
• LHC background information: “Europe’s most eminent scientists are trying
to recreate, in laboratory conditions, the atmosphere millions of years ago
that led to earth’s existence in the first place during the ‘big bang.’” (Helen
Stanley, Bournemouth Daily Echo, 10 September) [GD]
Court Circular Redux. US judge Robert P. Patterson decided in favour of
Warner and J.K. Rowling in their suit against RDR and its intended print
edition of Steve Vander Ark’s Harry Potter Lexicon: “Ultimately, because
the Lexicon appropriates too much of Rowling’s creative work for its
purposes as a reference guide, a permanent injunction must issue to prevent
the possible proliferation of works that do the same and thus deplete the
incentive for original authors to create new works. [...] Defendant’s
publication of the Lexicon (Doc. No. 22) is hereby permanently enjoined, and
Plaintiffs are awarded statutory damages of $6,750.” (8 September) The
judgment, read in context, doesn’t attack the principle of fair use or threaten
such reference books in general, but concludes that this specific Lexicon
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“copies distinctive original language from the Harry Potter works in excess of
its otherwise legitimate purpose of creating a reference guide.” One clinching
point was the use of material from Rowling’s Quidditch Through the Ages
and Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them, already structured as
reference books. With this guidance, the Lexicon could presumably be reedited into acceptable form. RDR’s Roger Rapoport (who happily “said the
legal tangle has boosted business for his company.” – Detroit Free Press, 15
September) has also made noises about an appeal. Steve Vander Ark can’t
discuss this, not being a party to the suit, but writes: “I don’t feel bad about
the decision, actually. I think it was very well thought out and fair. My only
real regret is that we couldn’t come to a settlement, which I think would have
been by far the best solution, as it would have shown that both sides honestly
wanted to work together to solve this problem amicably.” (email, 26
September)
As Others See Us II. “Diora Baird is beaming onto the big screen in J.J.
Abrams’ upcoming Star Trek. ‘I play the green girl. There you have it,’ Baird
tells Maxim in the Oct. issue. ‘It hasn’t quite hit me, because I’ve never been
a big sci-fi fan. I’m not a horror fan, either, and then, with [Texas Chainsaw
Massacre: The Beginning], suddenly I was at these conventions with really
scary people. Combine that with the Star Trek stuff and I’m going to have the
perfect psychopath as my fan.’” (New York Daily News, 26 September,
quoting from Maxim) [DB]
British Fantasy Awards. NOVEL Ramsey Campbell, The Grin of the Dark.
NOVELLA Conrad Williams The Scalding Rooms. SHORT Joel Lane, “My Stone
Desire” (Black Static 1). COLLECTION Christopher Fowler, Old Devil Moon.
ANTHOLOGY Stephen Jones, The Mammoth Book of Best New Horror 18.
SMALL PRESS Peter Crowther, PS Publishing. ARTIST Vincent Chong. NONFICTION Peter Tennant, Whispers of Wickedness website reviews. SPECIAL Ray
Harryhausen. NEWCOMER Scott Lynch.
Censorship Update. After 28 years of repression, Torbay Council has lifted
its ban (actually, X-rating) and allowed local Devon cinema-goers to watch
Monty Python’s Life of Brian. (Telegraph, Sept) [MP]
Outraged Letters. Steve Sneyd vs BBC Radio 4: “Just a Minute (Sept 1) had
Science Fiction as a topic. Chris Addison started, saying sf was genre for
those who can’t find girlfriends. Sue Perkins challenged, and went into a riff
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that sf is for folk who want to explore brand new worlds while failing to
understand there’s one here that they’re living in now. Julian Clary in turn
challenged, and gave as an e.g. of sf Mr Gobbledegook walking down the
road and turning into a frog: Paul Merton challenged for deviation on basis
that wasn’t sf, though would have been if Mr Gobbledegook had turned into a
spaceship. Sue Perkins then got in and summarized what she said was a
Vonnegut tale, re Martians depriving humans of voiceboxes/ability to speak.
Finally Julian Clary got back in v. briefly to try again at an example of sf,
giving as that Daleks came in a spaceship but when its door opened, out
popped a four-foot Welshman. Clearly missionary work is required!”
Magazine Scene. The on-line Helix SF is to cease with its tenth (Fall 2008)
issue, for reasons of general editorial exhaustion and not-quite-adequate
reader support. Co-editor William Sanders writes: “As of the end of this year
the magazine will no longer exist, except as a fond memory. (Anybody for
whom the memory isn’t a fond one can blow me.)” There is, he insists, no
connection with the recent Helix SF mini-controversy reported in A253. More
at HelixSF.com.
• Oddlands, another web magazine, has also closed after editor Omar
Singleton’s embarrassing mishap: “... my computer imploded. I have lost ALL
submissions, correspondence, personal work, etc. I simply never backed
everything up on a regular basis. I would file this under TOTAL STUPIDITY.”
The five published issues are at oddlandsmagazine.com.
Fanfundery. TAFF reminder: 2009 race nominations close on 5 November.
Fuller details in A254 and at taff.org.uk. Administrator Chris Garcia
dynamically announces a current US TAFF kitty of some $9,500.
Random Fandom. James Bacon is promoting sf cons with flyers and free
books at events like Collectormania in Milton Keynes: “If any of your
readers are having a clear-out and want a good home for their books we will
even collect them if possible and use them as lures for new con-goers.”
(piglet at indigo dot ie)
• David V. Barrett broke his left arm in two places in a fall on 24 September:
“I’m thinking of suing my local council for the state of their pavements.”
• Steve Green & Martin Tudor plan to relaunch their newszine Critical Wave
in November as an on-line monthly of “convention reports, brief news,
fanzine listings, etc.” CW’s first series ran from 1987 to 1996.
• Terry Jeeves is home again, with four visiting carers, and so can be reached
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at the old address: 56 Red Scar Drive, Scarborough, YO12 5RQ. [SH/J]
• Teresa Nielsen Hayden suffered a minor heart attack on 12 September and
spent a few days in hospital, mostly undergoing tests; the general prognosis
seems good.
The Dead Past. 25 Years Ago, Charles Platt reported from the New York
Forbidden Planet convention: “I did an interview with Phil Farmer as a
substitute for a GoH speech. He gave me a list of questions to ask him,
including ‘If you had never been born, where would you be now?’ He said he
didn’t know the answer, but after a moment’s reflection came up with one.
There is a large reservoir of souls (he said), far more than there are available
bodies. Surplus souls are allotted individual body parts. ‘So if I had been
reincarnated as one of those souls,’ said Philip José Farmer, ‘I would like to
have been Ronald Reagan’s cock. Then whenever he wanted to have sex, I
could say, uh-uh, sorry Ron. That way, he would never have been elected
because no one’s going to vote for an impotent President.’” (Ansible 35,
October 1983)
C.o.A. Keith Brooke, 2 Pylon Court, Elmstead Road, Wivenhoe, Essex, CO7
9HX.
Call It Please, “Research”. Stephen James Walker’s Something in the
Darkness, his second unofficial Torchwood guide, annoyed a number of fans
whose LiveJournal reviews were excerpted as “Fan Comment” – reportedly
some 5,000 words in all. Walker responded graciously to LJ complaints that
doing this without asking permission was naughty: “I’ve been pretty much
put off LiveJournal for life now, and no-one need have any fear that I’ll be
quoting from it or even reading it again.”
A254 Updates. Warner’s lawsuit against the non-fantasy Bollywood film
Hari Puttar – A Comedy of Terrors was thrown out by Judge Reva Khetrapal
of the Delhi High Court on 22 September. (Times of India)
• Despite claims in the obituaries, Mornington Crescent reportedly existed
years before Geoffrey Perkins introduced it to I’m Sorry I Haven’t a Clue.
[BC/SS]
Thog’s Masterclass. Creature Features Dept. “Brown John studied her
smile as it performed about her face.” “She seemed to be frowning, but it was
difficult to tell. Her firm smooth forehead was barely co-operating.” “Her
eyes were large, beautiful, wet wounds.” “She twisted, rolled again until she
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was a ball of soft shadows exposing only a pink earlobe, warm, tender and
inviting.” “It was as if her lips were a perch where a soldier could stand
guard.” (James Silk, Death Dealer: Prisoner of the Horned Helmet, 1988)
[AR]
• Dept of Constructive Metaphor. “She takes grains of truth and builds them
into vast deserts.” (Brian Herbert & Kevin J. Anderson, Paul of Dune, 2008)
• Dept of Neat Tricks with Your Arms Securely Trussed in a Straitjacket.
“Percy yipped with pain and began rubbing his lips. He tried to speak,
realized he couldn’t do it with a hand over his mouth, and lowered it.”
(Stephen King, The Green Mile, part six of the original serial version, 1996)
[SK]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 4 Oct 2008: Mark Chadbourn, Stan Nicholls and Juliet E McKenna at
GamesFest III, Tring.
• 5 Oct 2008: Alan Grant and others, Wasted comic launch at Forbidden
Planet, 40-41 Southbridge St, Edinburgh. 2-3pm.
• 10 Oct 2008: Brum Group, Briar Rose, Bennett Hill, Birmingham city
centre. Speaker still TBA [later: it’s Jo Fletcher of Gollancz]. 7.45pm. £4;
members £3. Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk.
• 19 Oct 2008: Bryan Talbot, Hannah Berry, Paul Grist and Paul Gravett
panel, Manchester Literature Festival, Whitworth Art Gallery. 2:30pm.
Tickets £4/£3.
• 23 Oct 2008: Bryan Talbot talks at Eccleston Library, St Helens,
Lancashire. 7:30pm. Admission free. Contact 01744 677575.
• 7 Nov 2008: Brum Group, Briar Rose, Bennett Hill, Birmingham city
centre. With Graham Joyce. 7.45pm. £4; members £3. Contact 07845 897760
or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk.
• 15 Nov 2008: creative writing course and discussion with Juliet E McKenna
and Chaz Brenchley, Wokingham Library, 10am-1pm. Details 0118 978
1368.
• 22 Nov 2008: Sarah Ash and Juliet E McKenna talk at Welling Library,
11am-12.30pm. Details 020 830 37777.
• 6 Dec 2008: Brum Group Christmas Social, Selly Park Tavern,
Birmingham. Tickets to be bought in advance. Contact 07845 897760 or
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bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk.
• 17 Dec 2008: Stan Nicholls, Juliet E McKenna, Chaz Brenchley, Conrad
Williams and Paul Magrs talk at Stretford Library, Manchester, from 7pm.
Details 0161 912 5150.
Editorial. The multiple Ansible event lists cause occasional puzzlement, not
least to the editor. Everything above the Geeks’ Corner heading is from the
print edition, still appearing and still a single sheet of A4 paper, where space
is tight and the Consomething list covers newly announced, significantly
updated and imminent events. Below the line, as it were, the
Conventions/Events Longlist [deleted in this ebook version, just to add to the
confusion] is meant as a reminder of what’s on the links-page event list: I’m
frequently tempted to reduce this section to a bare link. Apparitions deals
with signings, library talks and other doings that don’t make it into the main
listing – but not appearances at main-list conventions with their (warning:
literary effect ahead) perpetual plethora of peripatetic panel pundits.
End of the World Postponed ... while the Large Hadron Collider has two
months’ downtime for repairs.
GUFF 2009. Candidates for the Get Up-and-over Fan Fund trip from
Australasia to Europe for LXcon (Easter 2009) are: Sue Ann Barber and
Trevor Clark (joint), Norah Ding, and Alisa Krasnostein. Voting ends 24
November 2008. Details here:
http://www.users.on.net/~juliettewoods/guff2008.html
Outraged Letters II. Simon R. Green is a man of taste: “Interested to see the
furore about labelling books for children, and designated age ranges. I’m
blessed if I can see where most of my books would fit in. Perhaps there
should be a new rating system: tasteful, not very tasteful, and very definitely
in bad taste. As an author who once provided a rewrite of the Alamo in a
leper colony, I think I know where my books would go.” • Diana Wynne
Jones heard from the NoToAgeBanding campaign people, who were worried
that A254 “reported an email that they haven’t got and can’t trace. Mine to
Philip Pullman seems to have vanished into cyberspace. He was just about to
Meet With the Mighty in Publishing and my guess is that he nervously
cancelled it for fear of overload. But it all goes to show that Ansible reaches
places other zines can’t get to.”
Late News. Clive Newall, Melbourne fan and ANZAPA contributor who for
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some years had suffered from idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, died in the small
hours of 1 October; he is survived by his wife LynC. [AIP]
As Some Of Us Like To Be Seen – from, alas, The Sun:
http://tinyurl.com/4wprgh
Ansible 255 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2008. Thanks to Damien
Broderick, Barry Cryer, Steven Dunn, Sandra Hastie/Jeeves, Stephen King,
Jim Meadows, David K.M. Klaus, Making Light, Marion Pitman, Andrew I.
Porter, Adam Roberts, Steve Sneyd, Paul Tomlinson, Gordon Van Gelder,
Pete Young, and our Hero Distributors: Vernon Brown (Brum Group), Janice
Murray (North America), SCIS/Prophecy, Alan Stewart (Australia). 1 Oct 08.
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The Prize of Peril
Brian Aldiss remains in demand: “Great excitement! I am just off to
Oxford’s immemorial Bodleian Library to talk to the BBC’s Today
programme for a broadcast tomorrow [7 October]. Because tomorrow is
FRANKENSTEIN DAY at the Bod. Mary Shelley’s original MS will be on display
all day. Talks in the evening, in particular by US scholar Charles Robinson,
whose book on the subject is published tomorrow (well worth reading). I
shall be talking too, possibly claiming that Frankenstein was not written by
Hugo Gernsback but is nevertheless the first SF novel (life bestowed by
science, not by God, etc, etc ...).”
Peter David is delighted that his comic Fallen Angel has been banned by a
US prison as “detrimental to the security and good order of the institution and
the rehabilitation of inmates.” He wrote: “We are SO using this as a pull
quote on the next trade paperback.” [DKMK]
Paul Krugman, winner of this year’s Nobel Prize for Economics, is an
unashamed sf fan who earlier in the year said of Isaac Asimov’s Foundation
series: “It’s somewhat embarrassing, but that’s how I got into economics: I
wanted to be a psychohistorian when I grew up, and economics was as close
as I could get.” (New York Times, 8 May)
J.M.G. Le Clézio, this year’s Nobel Prize for Literature winner, has long had
an Encyclopedia of SF entry on the strength of Les géants (1973), set in “a
nightmare shopping complex in a futuristic city.”
John Norman plugs his new Gor novel: “What man, in his deepest heart,
does not want to own a female, to have her for his own, utterly, as a devoted,
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passionate, vulnerable, mastered slave, and what woman, in her deepest heart,
does not want to be so intensely desired, so unqualifiedly and fiercely
desired, that nothing less than her absolute ownership will satisfy a male, her
master?” [GW] Answers on a postcard, to anyone but me.
Andre Norton’s copyrights were reassigned by the Tennessee Court of
Appeals, reversing a lower-court ruling that favoured the fan Victor Horadam
over Norton’s final carer and residual legatee Sue Stewart. The ambiguous
will gave posthumous royalties to Horadam, but did that mean (a) only work
newly published after Norton’s death, or (b) all reprints too? The lower court
decided (b); the appeal court revised this to (a). A Supreme Court appeal
remains possible. (AP, 9 October)
Kim Stanley Robinson was hailed as a Hero of the Environment, Leaders &
Visionaries category, by Time magazine on 6 October. [SFAW]
J.K. Rowling was the only fiction writer in an Independent list of 50 UK
National Treasures (11 October). The compiler Simon Carr enthused: “Her
writing is second-hand rubbish, but the children love it.”
David Tennant is stepping down from his Doctor Who title role after another
four special episodes in 2009. “I don’t ever want it to feel like a job, so I want
to move on when it still feels exciting and fresh and that means I’ll miss it.”
(BBC, 29 October) BBC television news hilariously announced that “the
Tardis is seeking a new tenant.” [JL]
Howard Waldrop, post-bypass, is well enough to go fishing. [ED]

Consisture
3-9 Nov • Shipping Lines (Liverpool Literary Festival) includes Philip
Pullman on “The Elementary Particles of Narrative”, 7 Nov, 6:30-7:30pm,
Sherrington Lecture Theatre Two: £5 (£3 concessions). Pullman reappears
“In Conversation”, 8 Nov, 8-9pm, same venue and cost.
7-9 Nov • Alt.Fiction Horror Writing Weekend, Dove Valley Centre, nr
Buxton. Workshop: £150 reg including 2 nights full board. Contact Alex,
07768 635293, or alexdavisevents at hotmail co uk.
7-9 Nov • ArmadaCon XX, Royal Fleet Club, 9-12 Morice Square,
Devonport, Plymouth, PL1 4PQ. £35 reg; £30 concessions. Contact 20
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Pinewood Close, Plympton, Devon, PL7 2DW.
8 Nov • Music from the 21st Century: Barry Gray (Thunderbirds and other
Gerry Anderson music) centenary concert, Royal Festival Hall, South Bank,
London. Tickets: www.southbankcentre.co.uk.
11 Nov 08 - 4 Jan 09 • Science Fact & Science Fiction exhibition, National
Space Centre, Exploration Drive, Leicester, LE4 5NS. Contact info at
spacecentre co uk; phone 0116 261 0261.
14-16 Nov • Novacon 38, Quality Hotel, Bentley, Walsall. £38 reg; £42 at
the door. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
19-21 Jun 09 • Aetherica (fantasy), Crowne Plaza Hotel, Chester. £35 reg
until 16 Nov; £20 supp; under-18s £25; under-5s £5. Contact membership at
aetherica dot org for booking form, or join online.
26 Nov • BSFA Open Meeting, Melton Mowbray, 18 Holborn, London,
EC1N 2LE. Note the venue change for this month only. 5pm/6pm on. BSFA
50th-anniversary party. (As usual, there will be no December meeting.)
3 Dec • Christmas Spirits (ghost story reading), The Voicebox, Forman St,
Derby. 7pm for 7:30. With Mark Chadbourn and others. £5 inc glass of
mulled wine. Contact alexdavisevents at hotmail co uk.
5 Dec • British Fantasy Society Open Night, Ye Olde Cock Tavern, 22
Fleet St, London, EC4 1AA. From 6pm. All welcome.
5-7 Dec • Battlestar Starfury (BSG), Thistle Hotel, Heathrow. £78.50 reg;
£33.50 under-15s; under-8s free. Booking 07930 319 119.
31 Jul - 2 Aug 09 • Constitution (sf, fantasy, RPG, Unicon) is now hosting
HarmUni 4 (filk), Murray Edwards College, Cambridge. This isn’t a venue
change: New Hall has been renamed. £20 reg; under-18s £10; under-11s £5;
under-5s free; rates to rise before the con. Contact 207 Campkin Rd,
Cambridge, CB4 2LE; info at constitution-con org uk.
16-18 Oct 09 • Festival of Fantastic Films, Day’s Hotel, Sackville St,
Manchester. Guests and membership details TBA. Contact 95 Meadowgate
Rd, Salford, Manchester, M6 8EN.
16-17 Jan 10 • ConRunner 2, Mercure St Paul’s Hotel, Sheffield. £30 reg,
rising to £35 in Jan 2009; £40 mid-2009; £45 in 2010 and at the door.
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Contact 56 Jackmans Place, Letchworth GC, Herts, SG6 1RH.
2-6 Sep 10 • Aussiecon 4 (68th Worldcon), Melbourne.
$A160/$US155/$CAN155/€100/£80 reg, initially to 3 Nov 08 but now held
until further notice; discounts at www.aussiecon4.org.au. Contact GPO Box
1212, Melbourne, Vic 3001, Australia; info at aussiecon4 org au.
Rumblings • Euro Worldcon Bid 2014/15: possible sites in Amsterdam, the
Hague, Liverpool and London have been visited, with (surprise!) the
Glasgow SECC to follow. Expect further updates as a programme item at
LXcon (Eastercon 2009). [JB] • World Fantasy Con 2009, San José: dates
changed from 5-8 Nov to 29 Oct - 1 Nov.

Infinitely Improbable
Darwin Award Bid. UK lorry driver Benjamin Trotsman was sentenced to
225 hours’ community work and banned for 15 months after he pleaded
guilty to dangerous driving – that is, veering alarmingly to and fro as he
watched Battlestar Galactica at the wheel. A fellow-driver “pulled alongside
to see Trotsman’s cab lit up and figures acting on the laptop screen, which
was propped on the dashboard.” (BBC) [BJ]
Awards. Gaylactic Spectrum: NOVEL Ginn Hale, Wicked Gentlemen. SHORT
Joshua Lewis, “Ever So Much More Than Twenty” (So Fey).
• International Horror Guild: NOVEL Dan Simmons, The Terror. COLLECTION
Lucius Shepard, Dagger Key. LONG FICTION Lucius Shepard, Softspoken. MIDLENGTH Lisa Tuttle, “Closet Dreams”, (Postscripts 10). SHORT Nancy
Etchemendy, “Honey in the Wound” (The Restless Dead). ANTHOLOGY Ellen
Datlow, Inferno. NONFICTION Tim Lucas, Mario Bava: All the Colors of Dark.
PERIODICAL Postscripts. ILLUSTRATED NARRATIVE Thomas Ligotti et al, The
Nightmare Factory. ART Elizabeth McGrath for “The Incurable Disorder”.
[SFAW]
• World Fantasy: NOVEL Guy Gavriel Kay, Ysabel. NOVELLA Elizabeth Hand,
Illyria. SHORT Theodora Goss, “Singing of Mount Abora” (Logorrhea).
ANTHOLOGY Ellen Datlow, Inferno. COLLECTION Robert Shearman, Tiny
Deaths. ARTIST Edward Miller. SPECIAL – PROFESSIONAL Peter Crowther, PS
Publishing. SPECIAL – NON-PROFESSIONAL Midori Snyder & Terri Windling,
Endicott Studios website. [L]
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We Are Everywhere. Michael Chabon explains the mood of the US
Democratic National Convention in easy-to-understand terms as “like the
change that might occur between the first and second volumes of some
spectacular science fiction fantasy epic. / At the end of the first volume, after
bitter struggle, Obama had claimed the presumptive nomination. We Fremen
had done the impossible, against Sardaukar and imperial shock troops alike.
We had brought water to Arrakis. Now the gathered tribes of the Democratic
Party [...] had assembled on the plains of Denver to attempt to vanquish old
Saruman McCain.” (New York Review of Books, 9 October) [MMW] At least
it wasn’t Voldemort.
R.I.P. Barrington J. Bayley (1937-2008), UK author whose first sf story was
published in 1954 and whose best work combines space-operatic vigour with
Borgesian intellectual fireworks, died on 14 October as a result of bowel
cancer. He was 71. Many notable shorts appeared in New Worlds – mostly
collected in The Knights of the Limits (1978) – and Interzone; his novels
include Collision Course (1973, aka Collision with Chronos), The Fall of
Chronopolis (1974), The Soul of the Robot (1974) and The Zen Gun (1983).
Barry was a wildly inventive and much underrated sf author.
• Mark Buck, artist who provided visual effects (models) for the later Star
Wars films, Pirates of the Caribbean, War of the Worlds and the forthcoming
Terminator Salvation, died in a road accident on 16 October; he was 41.
[PDF]
• Peter Gordeno (1939-2008), singer and dancer who played Captain Peter
Carlin in Gerry Anderson’s 1970-1973 live-action sf series UFO, died on 18
October aged 69. [KW]
• Neal Hefti (1922-2008), US jazz musician and composer whose great
financial success was the 1960s Batman tv series theme tune, died on 11
October; he was 85. [I]
• James Killus (1950-2008), US author of Book of Shadows (1983) and
Sunsmoke (1985), died on 23 September. [SFS]
• Peter Vansittart (1920-2008), UK historical novelist whose first book I Am
the World (1942) was sf and who wrote several unusual timeslip fantasies,
died on 4 October; he was 88. [JC]
• Christopher Wicking (1943-2008), UK screenwriter long associated with
Hammer, died on 13 October aged 65. Film script credits include Scream and
Scream Again (1969), Blood from the Mummy’s Tomb (1971) and To the
Devil – a Daughter (1976).
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Thog’s Hallowe’en Masterclass. Pumpkin Paradise: “By anyone’s
standards, Nina was a big woman with breasts as round and large as
pumpkins in the Autonomous Region of the Ukraine, if pumpkins grew there
indeed, which Vitrio would not have doubted. And even whether or not the
Ukraine, known to the world primarily for its wealth of grain, was
autonomous was also a matter upon which Vitrio would not have liked to be
questioned. But that Nina’s breasts were large as pumpkins – any region’s,
anybody’s pumpkins – that could not be doubted. [...] Like her great
namesake, the Soviet discus thrower, the psychic Nina Dumbatse had
shoulders to match her pumpkins, and she now shrugged them ...” (Uri
Geller, Shawn, 1990) [PB]
Tainted Money. The US games con GenCon 2008, held in honour of the late
Gary Gygax, raised $17,398 for his favourite charity the Christian Children’s
Fund. On learning that the money came partly from sale and auction of
Dungeons & Dragons material, the CCF refused the donation. Another
charity benefited; but how dreadfully petty. [SHS]
As Others See Us. As usual, if it’s good it can’t be sf, except maybe
superficially: “This [AI-related] scenario is dealt with magnificently in the
Emmy award-winning television series Battlestar Galactica (2004-2008).
The series (only superficially in the sci-fi genre) ...” (Andrew Stephens, The
Age [Australia], 11 October) [DB]
Outraged Letters. Charles Platt (quoted in Ansible 255) sends an update:
“The only thing I have done in the past decade, remotely relating to science
fiction, was take a zero-gravity flight a couple of weeks ago. (See
www.gozerog.com for details.) Horrendously expensive but, it was the
fulfillment of my lifelong desire to know what it’s like to be weightless. And
the answer is: Even better than I could have imagined. Effortless, delightful,
fun, and above all liberating. My only concern about hanging upside-down
like a bat was the knowledge that within a few more seconds the aircraft
would pull out of its dive, causing everything within it to regain its weight
rather abruptly – indeed, at the bottom of the dive, we experienced 1.8
gravities, which was not nice at all, especially when I was foolish enough to
turn my head from side to side. But the zero gravity part was pure pleasure,
with not the faintest trace of nausea during any of the dozen parabolas.
Indeed, I would like to live in that state.” (2 October)
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Cultural Pervasion. Anne Robinson on BBC1’s The Weakest Link: “The
17th-century physician who discovered the true nature of the circulation of
blood within the human body was William who?” The hapless contestant:
“Shatner.” (Private Eye, 31 October)
C.o.A. William Breiding, 102 Hiland Ave, Oil City, PA 16301, USA.
Magazine Scene. Wendy Bradley has an exciting new distribution deal:
“Yesterday a nice lady from Support Our Soldiers arrived at Farthing HQ
(well, OK, my dad’s garden shed) and took away around a thousand copies of
Farthing issue 1 to be included in gift parcels to be sent out to servicepeople
in Iraq and Afghanistan. Cue the usual jokes about dropping them on enemy
forces....” (3 October)
Celebrity Plug. Brian Blessed, asked “What’s your indulgence?” for a
Weekend Examiner interview, said in full: “Good science fiction.” [SS]
Random Fandom. Forrest J. Ackerman, who is 91, has reportedly had a
serious heart attack following pneumonia and is not expected to survive.
[EK] Damn. [Later: ‘had a serious heart attack’ was in fact a
misinterpretation of ‘diagnosed with congestive heart failure’. Forry is
saying his goodbyes and preparing for the end, but not as imminently as
implied.]
• Paul Barnett has arranged a suitable distraction on US Election Day: “the
plan is to stent two leg arteries (the arteries themselves are in the iliac region,
he said with the cocky swagger of one who is not 100% sure of what he
speaks) and a renal artery ... The great joy of all these arterial vivisections is
that one is kept conscious throughout.”
• Soren “Scraps” de Selby had a stroke on 6 October and has been in
intensive care in Brooklyn; no coma or language impairment. [ML]
• Joyce Scrivner underwent a hysterectomy and gall bladder removal but,
despite some complications, has been sending occasional cheerful email.
• Taral Wayne is this year’s winner of the Rotsler Award ($300 plus eternal
glory) for long-time achievement in fanzine artwork.
Another Genre Prediction. “Mr. Darling used to boast to Wendy that her
mother not only loved him but respected him. He was one of those deep ones
who know about stocks and shares. Of course no one really knows, but he
quite seemed to know, and he often said stocks were up and shares were
down in a way that would have made any woman respect him.” (J.M. Barrie,
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Peter and Wendy, 1911) [For those who have forgotten: the UK Chancellor
of the Exchequer 2007-2010 was Alastair Darling.]
Scribd.com Again. Jonathan Cowie reports that the selected Nature
“Futures” sf squibs on the Concatenation.org site were pirated by a Scribd
user who bravely put them on line under a pseudonym. “We knew it was our
posting as we have a standard Concatenation-Futures logo to replace the
artwork Nature use with the original pieces, as we always seek the authors’
permission before we post in addition to our having a standard agreement
with Nature. However we do not go to the hassle of getting the artists’
permission and hence replace the illustration with the logo. [...] Scribd make
you jump through many hoops before they will take material down and in the
end these were too arduous and so we handed the problem back to the Nature
publishing team and they sorted it out (apparently Macmillan [who do
Nature] have had dealings with Scribd before but they too seem to have
difficulty getting them to take it down). / Of course why this individual
wanted to duplicate our already free access is a mystery?” (9 October)
The Dead Past. The last of four UK Eastercons held in the George Hotel,
Kettering, was Cytricon IV in 1958. A select few dozen fans returned there
last month for Cytricon V, organized by nostalgia master Peter Weston – who
wouldn’t allow an Ansible event listing for fear of attracting the wrong kind
of fan. Guests of honour were 1958 Cytricon veterans Ina Shorrock and Peter
Mabey. All members were expected to dine together, attend all programme
items, and pose for a group photo! Since the BSFA was founded at the 1958
event, an inevitable panel was “The BSFA: was it a good idea?” – where
Mark Plummer’s ruthless questioning revealed that, excluding life members
and suchlike wimps, the longest-term dues-paying BSFA member present
was Greg Pickersgill. In a surprise revival of ancient, blasphemous ritual
(partly rugose and partly squamous), Peter Weston and Rog Peyton were
initiated into the Knights of St Fantony. Having smuggled in lethal
ingredients for the “Poleaxe Punch” served at Cytricon III and IV, Mr
Weston took fright and decided on grounds of health and safety not to make
it. Probably wise. Nobody was quite sure whether to repeat this celebration in
2058....
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Skiffy Terminology. “‘I have to counter-strafe
the new clanex recompensators – the fan-out tree’s starting to look a bit
clumpy, if you ask me.’ [The reply:] ‘I have no idea what this means.’” (Neal
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Stephenson, Anathem, 2008) [JL via MMW]
• Strange Relations Dept. “That bite had been deliberate; the walnut had
purposely impregnated me, but to what purpose?” (John Russell Fearn,
“Wings Across the Cosmos”, Thrilling Wonder Stories, June 1938)
• Dept of Expansive Simile. “Now at last Vera Verovna knew what she felt
like: the mouse before the cat, the bee before the bear, the frog before the
snake, the child before the dinosaur, the leaf before the wind, the beauty
before the beast.” (Uri Geller, Shawn, 1990) [PB]
• Philosophy Dept. “We’re all toenails on our own bodies.” (Ibid) “Time is
flesh and flesh is gravity. Gravity is time and time is velocity.” (Ibid)
• Dept of Mucosemiotics. “There was a tense silence, then a hard voice
literally spat into the room: ‘Yes!’” (A.E. van Vogt, Masters of Time, 1950)
[DB]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 7 Nov 2008: Brum Group, Briar Rose, Bennett Hill, Birmingham city
centre. With Graham Joyce. 7.45pm. £4; members £3. Contact 07845 897760
or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk.
• 10 Nov 2008: Bryan Talbot at Cheshunt Library, Turnerûs Hill, Cheshunt
EN8 8LB. 8pm. Details 01992310496.
• 15 Nov 2008: creative writing course and discussion with Juliet E McKenna
and Chaz Brenchley, Wokingham Library, 10am-1pm. Details 0118 978
1368.
• 22 Nov 2008: Sarah Ash and Juliet E McKenna talk at Welling Library,
11am-12.30pm. Tickets £2. Details 020 830 37777.
• ?6 Dec 2008: Brum Group Christmas Social, Selly Park Tavern,
Birmingham. Tickets to be bought by 24 Nov: £10. Contact 07845 897760 or
bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. (The question mark before the date is because it
says 6 Dec on the front of the current Brum Group News, 4 Dec on the back,
and 5 Dec on the booking form. Better check.)
• 17 Dec 2008: Stan Nicholls, Juliet E McKenna, Chaz Brenchley, Conrad
Williams and Paul Magrs talk at Stretford Library, Manchester, from 7pm.
Details 0161 912 5150.
• 9 Jan 2009: Brum Group AGM & auction. As 7 Nov.
Editorial. By one of those eerie coincidences, the Peter and Wendy quotation
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turned up in Private Eye very soon after I’d checked the wording for Ansible.
Are they monitoring my every keystroke? After reading that nice Mr
Doctorow’s Little Brother, I wouldn’t be at all surprised.
• It’s likely that I’ll soon be signing a contract for a nonfiction book with a
punishing deadline. For the next few months Ansible may be shorter and (if
such a thing is possible) sloppier; it could even skip the odd issue, though I
hope not.
Googleplexity. Jonathan Cowie has been keeping nervous watch on Google
Books since finding that, rather than a small sample, something like 80% of
his climate science textbook could be read free on line. For several days in
October, Google was similarly lavish with other Cambridge University Press
titles including the Hugo-winning The Cambridge Companion to Science
Fiction. The normal CUP deal is 10% access: JC writes, “The generous
interpretation would be to say that a Google programmer mistook 10% free
access (90% denied) for 80% free (20% denied) and that they then quickly
(after about a week) spotted their error and changed it.” Meanwhile SFWA
has issued bulletins about the Google/Author’s Guild settlement-in-progress
regarding Google’s unauthorized scanning and display of copyright books:
http://www.sfwa.org/news/2008/googlesettlement.htm
http://www.sfwa.org/news/2008/sfwastatement.htm
Another Newszine Project. Rob Hansen is constructing an on-line archive
(with added historical context) of J. Michael Rosenblum’s 1940-1945 British
fan newsletter Futurian War Digest:
http://www.fiawol.demon.co.uk/rob/
Random Fandom II. Ramsey Campbell provides more egoboo for Brian
Aldiss: “BWA was in fine form last night [15 October] at Liverpool
University. ‘Science and Civilisation’ – by gum, it would take me several
paragraphs even to list all the subjects he brought to bear on his theme. That
darting eclectic mind was very much in evidence. At one point he underwent
a deafening assault from the sound system without so much as a visible
twitch, though several members of the audience (no, not Andy Sawyer or
Jenny or I) leapt to their feet as if they thought the place was under attack.
Hurrah to Brian!”
• Steve Green sends competition results from the 2008 Festival of Fantastic
Films in Manchester: “Best independent feature: The Devil’s Music (dir. Pat
Higgins, UK). Best independent short: Alicja Wonderland (dir. Martin
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Gavreau, Poland). Best amateur (Delta Film Award): Small Things (dir. Matt
Bloom, UK).”
• Washington SF Association (WSFA) 2008 Small Press Award for short
fiction: Tom Doyle, “The Wizard of Macatawa” (Paradox 11).
• Jim Young brags that he’s “been cast in a supporting role in a
psychological-horror film called Monkey Man 935. My scenes shoot in
December.”
Ansible 256 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2008. Thanks to James Bacon, Paul
Barnett, Damien Broderick, John Clute, Ellen Datlow, Paul Di Filippo, the
Independent, Ben Jeapes, Earl Kemp, David K.M. Klaus, Making Light, Jim
Linwood, Locus, James Lovegrove, Steven H. Silver, Steve Sneyd, SF
Awards Watch, SF Site, Gary Wilkinson, Kip Williams, Martin Morse
Wooster, and our Hero Distributors: Vernon Brown (Brum Group), Janice
Murray (North America), SCIS/Prophecy, Alan Stewart (Australia). 3 Nov
08.
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As Is Traditional: Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all.

The Ides of Octember
Raymond Briggs received the lifetime achievement award in the 14th
Cartoon Art Trust Awards, presented in London on 19 November. [JG] From
his recent rant about the status of graphic novels: “Next [after painting and
illustration] comes cartoons. Here we are virtually in the gutter press [...]
Then, below the gutter, are the sewers – strip cartoons! Comics! Ugh! The
very cess-pits of non-culture, read by utterly common people such as
children, foreigners and Americans.” (Oldie, December)
Ian McDonald’s Brasyl is on the 20-title longlist for the £50,000 Warwick
Prize for Writing (in any genre or form), run by the University of Warwick.
This first award’s theme is “Complexity”; its judging panel includes China
Miéville (chair), Maureen Freely and Ian Stewart. [PD]
Ed Naha, US sf author, reviewer (notably of films for SF Chronicle) and
former Starlog editor, feared he’d lost his home to Santa Barbara, California
wildfires last month. “We are used to seeing smoke because we do have fires
up here, but I’ve never seen that reddish, hellish glow that close,” he said: “I
was waiting for Dante and Virgil to show up.” (AP, 14 November) [DKMK]
Later: “In the end, my family and my home emerged unscathed. 210 other
families were not as lucky.” (23 November)
John Parker, UK literary agent formerly with MBA, has launched the new
Zeno Agency in partnership with John Berlyne. Interests include “in
particular Science Fiction and Fantasy”: authors who are following Parker to
Zeno include Ian Mcdonald, Roger Penrose, Justina Robson and Iain Sinclair.
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(www.zenoagency.com release, 25 November)
Alexei Sayle plugged his new novel – set partly in outer space – in a Radio 2
interview, and revealed the closely guarded secret: “Science fiction is a kind
of way to use magic.” (4 November) [SS]

Consopite
Until 3 Jan • The Illustrators: British Art of Illustration 1800-2008, Chris
Beetles Gallery, St James’s, London. Includes art from the first Dan Dare
story. 10am-5:30pm, Mon-Sun. Info www.chrisbeetles.com.
Until 4 Jan • Space Age: Exploration, Design and Popular Culture, City Art
Centre, 2 Market St, Edinburgh, EH1 1DE. Admission free.
3 Dec • Christmas Spirits (ghost story reading), The Voicebox, Forman St,
Derby. 7pm for 7:30. With Mark Chadbourn and others. £5 inc glass of
mulled wine. Contact alexdavisevents at hotmail co uk.
5 Dec • British Fantasy Society Open Night, Ye Olde Cock Tavern, 22
Fleet St, London, EC4 1AA. From 6pm. All welcome.
5 Dec • Space Frontiers, Victoria & Albert Museum, London. 7pm. With
Jean-Pierre Haigneré (ESA astronaut), Alastair Reynolds. £8; concessions
available. Book online or call 020 7942 2211.
5-7 Dec • Battlestar Starfury (BSG), Thistle Hotel, Heathrow. £78.50 reg;
£33.50 under-15s; under-8s free. Booking 07930 319 119.
18 Dec • London Christmas Meeting, The Melton Mowbray, Holborn.
From 4/5pm until late – pub booking confirmed. [PT]
8 Jan 09 • London First Thursday Meeting (displaced from 1 Jan), Melton
Mowbray, Holborn. 4/5pm on; booking confirmed. [RR]
28 Feb 09 • Picocon 26, Imperial College Union, London. 10am-7/8pm. GoH
Michael Marshall Smith, Robert Rankin, one other TBC. £10 adult reg, £8
students – payment at the door only. Contact ICSF, Beit Quad, Prince
Consort Road, London, SW7 2BB.
19-21 Jun 09 • Aetherica (fantasy), Chester: CANCELLED because, rumour
says, the hotel unexpectedly demanded a huge advance deposit. Full refunds
are promised: contact membership at aetherica dot org.
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25-28 Jun 09 • The Perelandra Project, Oxford. Swann/Marsh opera (long
embargoed) of C.S. Lewis novel on 25, 26, 28 June. Also colloquium at St
Stephen’s House, 26-27 June, with Walter Hooper; £100 residential, £65 nonresidential, both inc opera ticket; bookings open 10 December. Contact
admin at perelandraproject dot org.
26-27 Sep 09 • NewCon 5, The Fishmarket, Northampton. Hotel: Park Inn.
GoH Pat Cadigan, Paul Cornell, Paul McAuley. £40 reg; £25 day (£45/£30
after Easter 2009); under-17s £25/£15; under-5s free. Contact 41 Wheatsheaf
Rd, Alconbury Weston, Cambs, PE28 4LF.
? Nov 09 • Novacon 39, venue TBC; the usual Walsall hotel’s new
management is apparently not enthusiastic. GoH Justina Robson.
16-17 Jan 10 • ConRunner 2, Mercure St Paul’s Hotel, Sheffield. £30 reg,
rising to £35 in Jan 2009; £40 mid-2009; £45 in 2010 and at the door.
Contact 56 Jackmans Place, Letchworth GC, Herts, SG6 1RH.
25-28 Mar 10 • World Horror Convention, Royal Albion Hotel, Brighton.
First-ever European instance of this event. £50 reg, rising to £60 on 1
February 2009. Contact PO Box 64317, London, NW6 9LL.

Infinitely Improbable
Publishers and Sinners. Signs of the end times: the major New York
publisher Houghton Mifflin Harcourt instructed its editors to stop acquiring
new manuscripts. (Publishers Weekly) VP Josef Blumenfeld added that this is
“not a permanent change.” [TM] Later, HMH downplayed the situation as
merely a “freeze-lite” ... “blown out of proportion”.
Science Fantasy. Lisa Shaw of Century Radio Northeast: “In which book is
Room 101 a place to be feared?” Caller: “101 Dalmatians.” [PE]
Awards. Novas for UK fanzine activity: FANZINE Prolapse ed. Peter Weston
(its second win in this category); FAN WRITER Claire Brialey (her sixth win);
FAN ARTIST Alison Scott (her third win).
As Others See Us. At last, even Star Trek transcends! “The eagerly
anticipated Star Trek film is set to cast off the geeky associations of the sci-fi
genre ...” (Daily Mail, 18 November) [SD] What, no talking squid?
• An alleged villain’s key defect: “It was claimed that mother-of-seven
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Matthews faked Shannon’s kidnap with sci-fi fantasist Michael Donovan to
try to pocket a £50,000 reward from the media.” (Daily Express) [SG]
R.I.P. George C. Chesbro (1940-2008), US author whose “Mongo” dwarfdetective thrillers – beginning with Shadow of a Broken Man (1977) – often
used sf themes, died on 18 November aged 68. [CH]
• Michael Crichton (1942-2008), US physician, writer and film director best
known for sf thrillers including The Andromeda Strain (1971), The Terminal
Man (1974) and Jurassic Park (1990) – all filmed – died from cancer on 4
November. He was 66. Notable director credits are Westworld (1973), which
Crichton also scripted, and Coma (1978). His novel State of Fear (2004)
caused controversy with its environmentalist villains and, according to
several climate scientists, distortion of global warming research.
• Irving Gertz (1915-2008), US composer – often uncredited – of music for It
Came from Outer Space (1953), The Incredible Shrinking Man (1957),
Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea (1964 tv) and assorted sf/horror films, died
on 14 November. He was 93. [MMW]
• Richard K. Lyon (1933-2008), US author and research chemist whose 1973
debut story appeared in Analog, died on 21 November aged 74. His 19781981 “War of the Wizards” fantasy trilogy was written with Andrew J.
Offutt. [SFWA]
• Joseph McGee, US horror author whose small-press publications had
attracted much attention since 2006, died on 27 November. He was in his
early twenties; reportedly just 23. [DDA via AIP]
• Jack Narz (1922-2008), US tv actor and broadcaster (best known for quiz
shows) who narrated Space Patrol (1950-1955) and episodes of Adventures
of Superman (1951-1958), died on 15 October aged 85. [MMcI]
• Ivan Southall, award-winning Australian children’s author whose “Simon
Black” aviation/sf adventures appeared from 1950 to 1961, died on 15
November; he was 87. [RH]
• Levi Stubbs (1936-2008), former lead singer of Motown group The Four
Tops, who voiced Audrey II in the 1986 musical remake of Little Shop of
Horrors, died on 17 October; he was 72. He was also the voice of Mother
Brain in the animated tv series Captain N: The Game Master. [CH]
• William Wharton (Albert William du Aime, 1925-2008), US author best
known for the magic-realist Birdy (1979), died on 29 October aged 82. His
novel Franky Furbo (1989) is an outright though offbeat fantasy. [JC]
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Thog’s Führer Special. Hitler’s secret superpower is to give speeches that
cause, at least in this protagonist, uncontrollable farting: “The buttocks let out
the quickfire whumps and cracks that accompanied the volleys firing from
the mouth, and the room gradually filled with a gaseous sulphur odour.”
(A.N. Wilson, Winnie and Wulf, 2008) [MMW]
Lexicongate. Despite general hopes that the Harry Potter Lexicon litigation
was at last over (see A247, A248, A250, A255), RDR Books filed a lastminute notice of appeal against the 9 September US judgment blocking
publication of the printed-book version. [PM]
Cultural Pervasion. According to John Humphrys on the Today programme,
the consequences of current UK fiscal policy are best pictured in terms of The
Day the Earth Caught Fire. As the world awaits the outcome of a desperate
gamble to avert oncoming disaster, the final scenes show newspaper presses
rolling with two different headlines, “Earth Saved!” and “Earth Doomed!”....
(BBC Radio 4, 25 November) [SJ]
Outraged Letters. Adam Roberts has actually read the works of Nobel Prize
winner J.M.G. Le Clézio (see A256) and reckons the Encyclopedia of SF is
wrong about Les Géants (1973) being set in “a nightmare shopping complex
in a futuristic city”: “It’s not SF, and is not set in a futuristic city. It is about a
shopping complex, called in the novel Hyperpolis (hence, I suspect, the
confusion); but this is modelled very closely on the actual shopping complex
Cap3000, on the coast not far from Nice, which had opened the year before
the novel was published. The world of the novel is unmistakably 1970s
France: references to the ‘campagne electorale aux USA’ and the Khmer
Rouge and so on. There’s a weirdness of tone to the book, but that’s because
it’s nouveau roman-y not because it’s SF-y.” (John Clute, busily amending
the entry, traced the misinformation to the SFE’s first edition of 1979 and
said: “Wow. Fossil kipple in spades here.”)
• Sean Williams is bemused: “Gender Analyzer (www.genderanalyzer.com)
claims to tell whether a man or a woman has written a particular blog. When I
input my LiveJournal (curious because Astropolis features several genderswaps and I was wondering if it was starting to rub off) the site returned with
the following: ‘Sorry, we can only classify web pages written in english.’ I
can’t imagine what I’ve been writing in instead all these years. Klingon,
perhaps?” Clearly the mighty AI needs to be taught Australian. (It tends to
classify women as male if they presume to write about, say, politics; girls are
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assumed to do only touchy-feely stuff, and so Avedon Carol was declared
with 76% certainty to be a chap.)
Trivial Pursuits, or As Fantasy Sees Us. “Her voice trembled with emotion.
‘And Wilfred of Ivanhoe’s sword grows rusty and they say he just lies in bed
all day and reads science fiction!’” (Edward Eager, Knight’s Castle, 1956)
Our ace researcher Brian Ameringen confirms this sad rumour: “He is
reading The Angry Planet [John Keir Cross, 1945] when we catch up with
him a few pages later....”
Fanfundery. TAFF: candidates for the westbound TransAtlantic Fan Fund
race from Europe to the 2009 Worldcon in Montréal are Steve Green and
Tom Womack. (John Coxon was also announced but decided not to go
through with his nomination.) Voting continues to mid-April. Ballots
available from administrators – Bridget Bradshaw, 103 Rustat Road,
Cambridge, CB1 3QG; Chris Garcia, 962 West Weddell Dr. #15, Sunnyvale,
CA 94089, USA – or from taff.org.uk.
• GUFF: Sue Ann Barber and Trevor Clark won by a clear first-round
majority (88 votes from 118 ballots cast) and will be the fund’s Australasian
delegates to LXcon, the 2009 Eastercon in Bradford. Runners-up: Alisa
Krasnostein with 21 votes, Norah Ding with 6, “no preference” with 3.
Magazine Scene. Æon Speculative Fiction, the on-line sf quarterly whose
15th issue appeared this August, has announced its closure; a 2009 anthology
of outstanding inventory stories is planned.
As Others See Us II. A warm welcome to Australia: “If you can’t speak
Klingon and don’t like Wookiees or the Borg, Melbourne may be the place to
avoid in September 2010. More than 3000 rather nutty sci-fi fans from across
the world are expected to converge for the 68th World Sci-fi Convention at
the Melbourne Conference Centre. [etc]” (D.D. McNicoll, The Australian, 15
September 2008) [BW]
Random Fandom. Forrest J Ackerman is suffering from congestive heart
failure, not an actual heart attack. Choosing to undergo no further treatment,
he’s been preparing for the end but was much cheered by numerous messages
of support, and celebrated his 92nd birthday on 24 November. Ray Bradbury
presided over an early celebration in a Glendale, CA, bookshop on the 22nd.
[AP]
• James Bacon makes me envious that a minor injury kept me from the “well
1025

attended and successful BSFA birthday bash [26 November]. I have never
ever seen the Melton Mowbray so full ... including many luminaries, such as
C-in-C Baxter, Chris Priest, Pat Cadigan, Louis Savy and Amanda
Hemingway.”
• Clare Coney is mostly recovered from a gall-bladder op which “revealed
that a gallstone the size of a golfball had already burst the gall bladder,
destroyed the bile duct and was severely damaging the intestines. A second
surgeon was called in, and it took the two of them six hours to clean up the
mess, which involved chopping out two metres of intestine, using six inches
of this to manufacture a new bile duct, and rejoining the two ends of the now
shorter gut, and then re-arranging everything so that it still fitted in the
abdomen. It’s a miracle she’s still alive.... She has a vast scar she shows
everyone, so people have been avoiding us.” [PN]
• Elliot Shorter, reported as hospitalized in A253, is “doing very well” and
has transferred to a long-term care facility: see C.o.A. [AIP]
The Dead Past. 46 Years Ago. The BBC report that inspired Doctor Who
explains why Charles Eric Maine would never do for tv: “... too much a
fantasist; he is obsessed with the Time theme, time-travel, fourth dimensions
and so on – and we consider this indigestible stuff for the audience.” (Donald
Bull, BBC “Science Fiction” report, 1962) [FS] Other authors who get
thumbnail descriptions include Brian Aldiss, “not a crank”; Arthur C. Clarke,
“a modest writer”; and C.S. Lewis, whose “special religious preoccupations
are boring and platitudinous”.
C.o.A. Marcia & Tim Illingworth, 123 Edgewood Heights Lane, Powell,
Tennessee, 37849, USA. Elliot Shorter, Harris Health Center, 833 Broadway,
East Providence, RI 02914, USA.
As Others See Themselves. Adam Roberts was glued to the box when
Strictly Come Dancing professionals Darren and Lilia showed viewers of the
BBC2 spinoff show It Takes Two around their house: “The moment that leapt
out was when Darren announced: ‘I have a massive collection of science
fiction books ... you never catch me reading anything else.’ As he was saying
these words the camera panned along a shelf of twelve-or-so titles, most of
them Star Wars novelizations, and a couple of them Horror. In the world of
professional dance, this amounts to a massive collection. Exciting news.
Well, for me.”
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The Truman Show enters the annals of psychiatry: “Researchers have begun
documenting what they dub the ‘Truman syndrome,’ a delusion afflicting
people who are convinced that their lives are secretly playing out on a reality
TV show. Scientists say the disorder underscores the influence pop culture
can have on mental conditions.” One cited patient “believed he was in the
virtual-reality universe portrayed in the 1999 blockbuster ‘The Matrix.’” (AP,
24 November). [DKMK] Extreme cases may suffer the delusion that they are
reading Ansible.
As Others Fail To See Us. Spot the difference between these summaries of
Amy Spencer’s DIY: The Rise of Lo-fi Culture. RSA Library: “This
exploration of lo-fi culture traces the origin of the DIY ethics back to the scifi zines of the ’30s, the self-publishing of the beats, the skiffle movement of
the ’50s, and the ’70s punk scene.” Amazon.co.uk: “This exploration of lo-fi
culture traces the origins of the DIY ethic to the skiffle movement of the 50’s,
the hippies of the 60’s, the all-empowering punk scene of the 70’s-80’s and
the 90’s rave phenomenon.” [DL]
A256 Updates. Several readers note that 2008 Nobel laureate and sf fan Paul
Krugman published a 1978 paper on “The Theory of Interstellar Trade”:
“This paper extends interplanetary trade theory to an interstellar setting. It is
chiefly concerned with the following question: how should interest charges
on goods in transit be computed when the goods travel at close to the speed
of light? A solution is derived from economic theory, and two useless but
true theorems are proved.” [AM]
• Greg Pickersgill was the longest-term, not the only, dues-paying BSFA
member at Cytricon V: almost unprecedentedly, I misheard. [JL]
Library Thing. The “Thieves’ Top 10” listing of books most often stolen
from Scots libraries has Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets in first
place. Also Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (#7), the Discworld series
(#8) and The Stand (#9). (Daily Record, 13 November) [DKMK]
Thog’s Masterclass. Metaphor-Mingling Dept. “I soon learned that the
glamor was strictly surface. Unless you had a really well-heeled thumbprint.”
(Somtow Sucharitkul, “Rabid in Mallworld”, Asimov’s, 1980; collected in
Mallworld) [PM]
• Dept of Strange Endowment. “She runs one hand along the lines of her
body, her breasts like damp petals.” (Bruce Boston, All The Clocks Are
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Melting, 1984) [BA] “Beneath the contour jewellery her breasts lay like eager
snakes.” (J.G. Ballard, “The Cloud-Sculptors of Coral D”, F&SF, 1967) [LP]
• Dept of Grammatical Warfare. “His voice was low, charged with
unspeakable adjectives.” (Frank Herbert, Dune, 1965) [PN]
• Personal Service Dept. “The waitress had filled my coffee cup and taken
my first swallow before the sheriff spoke.” (Charlaine Harris, Grave Sight,
2005) [NR]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 17 Dec 2008: Stan Nicholls, Juliet E McKenna, Chaz Brenchley, Nicholas
Royle and Paul Magrs talk at Stretford Library, Manchester, from 7pm.
Tickets are free. Details 0161 912 5150.
• 9 Jan 2009: Brum Group, venue TBA since the usual pub is closed in
January. AGM & auction. 7.45pm. £4; members £3. Contact 07845 897760
or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Further meetings 13 Feb, quiz; 13 March,
with Tony Ballantyne.
• 9th-11th Jan 2009: Robert Rankin book launch events. Fri 9 Jan: open
gathering, Magpie & Crown pub, Brentford, 7pm for 9pm. Sat 10 Jan:
signing at Waterstone’s, Chiswick, 12 noon. Ticket-only party, Princess
Royal pub, Brentford, 5pm. £10 on-line only, by end of December:
http://www.sproutlore.com/events/necrophenialaunch.php. Sun 11 Jan: open
gathering, Magpie & Crown, 11am onward.
Editorial. My hint last issue that I’d be neglecting Ansible in favour of a new
book project was premature. A highly toxic clause in the publisher’s
(allegedly) standard contract proved to be non-negotiable, and so I’ll have
some spare time in the coming months after all.
Random Fandom II. Steve Green sends the Nova winners with runners-up:
FANZINE 1 Prolapse, 23 points; 2 Banana Wings, 13;
3 Plokta, 9. FANZINE WRITER 1 Claire Brialey, 18 points; 2 Peter Weston, 14; 3
Mark Plummer, 12. FANZINE ARTIST 1 Alison Scott, 13 points; 2 Steve Jeffrey,
10; 3 Sue Mason, 9.
• TAFF ballots have been posted to the unofficial website as promised:
http://taff.org.uk/ballots/taff2009.html
http://taff.org.uk/ballots/taff2009.pdf
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The Dead Past II. 30 Years Ago. Peter Roberts recalled Novacon 8 in the
Birmingham Holiday Inn: “Strangest thing at the Novacon was the main bar,
which turned out to be alongside a swimming-pool-cum-gymnasium set in a
sort of greenhouse – an odd idea (not to say dangerous) which gave us the
opportunity, during lulls in the conversation, of watching the more doltish
fringe-fans exercising themselves on treadmills and bikes. No-one fell in,
more’s the pity.” (Checkpoint 92, December 1978)
• Found on the Novacon free-fanzines table: FFF Fanewscard dated 30 June
1945, containing an early revelation that C.L. Moore and Henry Kuttner both
used the Laurence O’Donnell pseudonym. Plus further contemporary snippets
of a “Random Fandom” nature:
http://news.ansible.co.uk/misc/fff-card.pdf
Ansible 257 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2008. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
James Bacon, Banana Wings, John Clute, Don D’Ammassa, Peter Dunn,
Steven Dunn, Stevie Gamble, Joe Gordon, Ross Higson, Chip Hitchcock,
Steve Jeffery, David K.M. Klaus, Duncan Lawie, Jim Linwood, Mike
McInerney, Aahz Maruch, Todd Mason, Petrea Mitchell, Peter Nicholls,
Alex Paige, Lawrence Person, Andrew I. Porter, Private Eye, Roger
Robinson, Frank Shailes, Steve Sneyd, Paul Treadaway, Martin Morse
Wooster, and our Hero Distributors: Vernon Brown (Brum Group), Janice
Murray (N. America), SCIS/Prophecy, Alan Stewart (Australia). 1 Dec 08.
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The Man of the Crowd
John Barrowman, of Doctor Who and Torchwood fame, provoked vast
outrage at the Daily Mail (if nowhere else) by exposing his naughty parts on
Radio 1. How does that work, exactly? Pictures were “relayed to online
listeners via a webcam”. But not, in fact, that picture: “while Barrowman’s
genitalia were not actually shown, the crude comments which accompanied
the incident made it clear what had happened.” Now I feel I’ve been depraved
and corrupted just by reading about it. (2 December)
Carrie Fisher’s autobiography Wishful Drinking includes some George
Lucas/Star Wars reminiscences: “Remember the white dress I wore all
through that film? George came up to me the first day of filming, took one
look at the dress and said: ‘You can’t wear a bra under that dress.’ ‘OK, I’ll
bite,’ I said. ‘Why?’ And he said: ‘Because ... there’s no underwear in
space.’” “Among George’s many possessions, he owns my likeness, so that
every time I look in the mirror I have to send him a couple of bucks. That’s
partly why he’s so rich.” [DKMK]
Barack Obama is outed by AP: “Get ready for the geek-in-chief. / Presidentelect Barack Obama used to collect comic books, can’t part with his
BlackBerry, and once flashed Leonard ‘Mr. Spock’ Nimoy the Vulcan ‘Live
Long and Prosper’ sign. / That and other evidence has convinced some of
Obama’s nerdier fans that he’ll be the first American president to show
distinct signs of geekiness. And that’s got them as excited as a Tribble around
a Klingon.” (Boston Globe, 24 Dec) [AIP]
Edgar Allan Poe’s 200th birthday is on 19 January. Raise a glass. His image
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will appear on a US postage stamp released on the 16th.
Sir Terry Pratchett, who was made a Knight Bachelor in the UK New Year
honours list, could only say: “There are times when phrases such as ‘totally
astonished’ just don’t do the job. I am of course delighted and honoured and,
needless to say, flabbergasted.” [CS]
Mike Simpson grumbles: “Although I don’t care about Eoin Colfer’s longawaited-by-no-one sequel to Hitchhiker’s Guide, my interest was piqued by
Penguin’s recent press release announcing its publication date as the
language seemed oddly familiar. This was because parts of the release were
copied verbatim (and uncredited of course) from the introduction to my own
first book, The Pocket Essential Hitchhiker’s Guide.”
Gordon Van Gelder’s The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction is
switching to bimonthly publication. “Rising costs – especially postal costs –
and the economy put us in a position where we either had to raise our rates
severely or cut back somewhere. Given the state of the economy, I decided a
cutback on frequency made the most sense. We’ll lose a little more than 10%
of our content this year, but publishing on a bimonthly schedule should put us
in a great position for the coming years.” (2 January)

Conburges
8 Jan • London First Thursday Meeting (displaced from 1 Jan), Melton
Mowbray, Holborn. 4/5pm on; pub booking confirmed. [RR]
17 Jan • Weird Science (skeptics), Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Square,
London, WC1R 4RL. 10:30am-4pm £10 at door; students £5.
28 Jan • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Terrace, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5/6pm onward. With Michael Swanwick.
6-8 Feb • AXXIdental (filk), Ramada Grantham Hotel, Grantham. £32 (€39)
reg, £16 under-18s/supp/unwaged, £1 kids under 6. Contact 15 St Catherine’s
Cross, Bletchingley, Surrey, RH1 4PX.
14-15 Feb • Hi-Ex (comics), Eden Court, Bishop’s Rd, Inverness, IV3 5SA.
£16 reg, £10/day; kids £8/£5. Tickets from www.hi-ex.co.uk or box office:
01463 234 234. Contact hiex dot comics at gmail dot com.
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20-21 Feb • Frightfest (film) mini-event as part of the Glasgow Film
Festival. Tickets available soon: see www.frightfest.co.uk.
20-22 Feb • Redemption 09 (multimedia sf) – Britannia Hotel, Fairfax St,
Coventry, CV1 5RP. £55 reg or £35/day; under-18s £15/£10. Advance
booking closes 6 February. At the door: £60 or £40/day; no rise for under18s. Contact 26 Kings Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
21-22 Feb • Microcon, Devonshire House, University of Exeter. GoH Jasper
Fforde, Pat Cadigan. SF society members free, other students £5, nonstudents £7 at the door. More TBA.
28 Feb • Picocon 26, Imperial College Union, London. 10am-7/8pm. GoH
Michael Marshall Smith, Robert Rankin, one other TBC. £10 adult reg, £8
students – payment at the door only. Contact ICSF, Beit Quad, Prince
Consort Road, London, SW7 2BB.
10-13 Apr • LXcon (Eastercon), Cedar Court Hotel, Bradford. Now £55 reg
(from 30 December: announcement received after A257), £30
concessions/under-25s/supp, £20 under-17s, £5 under-12s, under-5s and pre1965 Eastercon veterans free. £70 at door. Day: £15 Fri or Mon, £25 Sat or
Sun. Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
6-10 Aug • Anticipation (67th Worldcon), Montréal, Canada. New
membership rates from 1 January 2009:
$Can240/$US200/£135/€145/Yen18,000 reg; upgrade supp to full
membership, $Can185/$US155/£105/€110/Yen14,000; supp
$Can55/$US50/£30/€35/Yen6,000; child supp
$Can75/$US65/£40/€50/Yen8,500. Contact PO Box 105, Station NDG,
Montréal, QC, H4A 3P4, Canada.
26-27 Sep • NewCon 5, The Fishmarket, Northampton. Hotel: Park Inn.
Rates reduced since initial announcement: £35 reg; £20 day (£40/£25 after
Easter); under-17s £25/£15; under-5s free. Contact 41 Wheatsheaf Rd,
Alconbury Weston, Cambs, PE28 4LF.
16-17 Jan 10 • ConRunner 2, Mercure St Paul’s Hotel, Sheffield. Now £35
reg; £40 from mid-2009; £45 in 2010 and at the door. Contact 56 Jackmans
Place, Letchworth GC, Herts, SG6 1RH.
25-28 Mar 10 • World Horror Convention, Brighton. £50 reg, rising to £60
on 1 February. Contact PO Box 64317, London, NW6 9LL.
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2-5 Apr 10 • Odyssey 2010 (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel,
Heathrow, London. Added guests: Iain M Banks, Carlos Ezquerra (artist).
£45/€60 reg; £35/€40 unwaged; supporting or junior (<17) £20/€30; child
(<11) £5/€10, infant (<5) £1/€1. Rates held until 15 April 2009. Contact: 5
Langhaul Rd, Crookston, Glasgow, G53 7SE.
2-6 Sep 10 • Aussiecon 4 (68th Worldcon), Melbourne Convention &
Exhibition Centre. New rates from 1 January 2009:
$A210/$US175/$CAN185/€120/£100/Yen16,000;
$A70/$US50/$CAN50/€35/£25/Yen4,900 supporting; see
www.aussiecon4.org.au for discounts. Contact GPO Box 1212, Melbourne,
Vic 3001, Australia.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. An Independent list of “The 50 most ludicrous Britons
2008” included middle-aged Doctor Who fans: “Harmless though such an
enthusiasm may appear to be, a fondness for this festival of glitzy
impossibilities is a warning sign that you could develop the kind of fullblown dementia so many psychiatrists have noted in science-fiction fans.
Watch one too many episodes, and you are embarked on a slippery slope, at
the bottom of which is collecting ‘Star Wars’ memorabilia and building your
holidays around attending SciFiComCons at provincial Holiday Inns.” (David
Randall, 14 December) [DKMK]
R.I.P. Forrest J Ackerman (1916-2008), long-time US sf fan, editor and
agent who was uniquely famous for being a fan and collector, died on 4
December; he was 92. Forry received the first Hugo presented, as “#1 Fan
Personality” in 1953; coined and popularized (alas) the term “sci-fi” from
1954; edited Famous Monsters of Filmland for 25 years from 1958; and was
lavishly supportive to generations of sf fans in both America and Britain.
• Majel Barrett-Roddenberry (1932-2008), US actress and producer who had
roles in every incarnation of Star Trek from the initial pilot and became Gene
Roddenberry’s second wife, died on 18 December aged 76. She was Nurse
Chapel in the original series, Lwaxana Troi in TNG, and the voice of many
Federation starship computers including the one in the coming 2009 film.
[SG/DKMK]
• Maddie Blaustein (1960-2008), US actress with voice roles in the long1034

running Pokémon (1998-2006, as Meowth) and other animated tv series
including Sonic X, died on 11 December; she was 48. [DKMK]
• Edd Cartier (1914-2008), US illustrator whose career began in late-1930s
pulp magazines – notably The Shadow – and whose “combination of whimsy
and menace” (Encyclopedia of SF) made him highly popular in John W.
Campbell’s Unknown and Astounding, died on 25 December aged 94. He also
illustrated for Doc Savage magazine, Other Worlds and small presses such as
Fantasy Press and Gnome Press. [EK/AIP]
• James Cawthorn (1929-2008), UK artist, writer and critic who illustrated
and reviewed for New Worlds, created the graphic novel adaptations of
Michael Moorcock’s Stormbringer, The Jewel in the Skull and others, and
wrote most of Fantasy: The 100 Best Books (1988 with Moorcock), died on 2
December aged 78. Mike Moorcock writes: “A third close friend died this
year and I’m pretty devastated. Jim Cawthorn and I had worked together
since the mid-fifties, from Burroughsania to New Worlds and on. He
illustrated some of my DAW books, including Elric books. Indeed, he and I
worked out Elric’s appearance together before I had written a complete story.
He was also an excellent writer. He died Tuesday December 2nd, some days
before his 79th birthday (21 December).”
• Hugh Cook (1956-2008), UK-born author of the fantasy series “Chronicles
of an Age of Darkness” – 10 volumes published, opening with The Wizards
and the Warriors (1986; US title Wizard War) – died on 8 November aged
52. [GS]
• Nina Foch (1924-2008), Netherlands-born actress seen in 1944’s Cry of the
Werewolf and The Return of the vampire – plus later genre tv series – died on
4 December aged 84. [AIP]
• Leo Frankowski (1943-2008), US author of over a dozen sf novels
beginning with The Cross-Time Engineer (1986), died on 25 December; he
was 65. [SFWA]
• Beverly Garland (1926-2008), US actress seen in It Conquered the World
and other 1950s genre films (also the 1990s tv series Lois & Clark), died on 5
December aged 82. [AIP]
• Van Johnson (1916-2008), US actor who co-starred in Brigadoon (1954)
and played The Minstrel in the 1966 tv Batman, died on 12 December aged
92. [BB] He was also in The Purple Rose of Cairo (1984).
• Eartha Kitt (1927-2008), noted US singer and actress who was sexily
typecast as Catwoman in the 1960s Batman tv series, died on 25 December
1035

aged 81.
• Adrian Mitchell (1932-2008), UK poet whose sf novel was the near-future
dystopia The Bodyguard (1970), died on 20 December aged 76. [PDF]
• Oliver Postgate (1925-2008), UK creator (usually with Peter Firmin, as
“Smallfilms”) of many beloved and whimsical animated tv series for
children, died on 8 December at the age of 83. [MR/GW] These series, aired
from the late 1950s to mid-1970s and much repeated, include Ivor the
Engine, Noggin the Nog, Pogle’s Wood, The Clangers, and Bagpuss. The
memories, for whole generations, are indelible. Postgate’s autobiography
Seeing Things appeared in 2000.
• Donald E. Westlake (1933-2008), prolific, witty and popular US crime
writer who won three Edgar awards and was 1993’s Mystery Writers of
America Grand Master for life achievement, died suddenly on 31 December;
he was 75. His sf/fantasy includes over 30 stories 1954-1984, many collected
in The Curious Facts Preceding My Execution (1968) and Tomorrow’s
Crimes (1989), and the novels Anarchaos (1967 as by Curt Clark), Humans
(1992) and Smoke (1995).
As Others See Quidditch. “Attention, grown-ups: there is now officially
something even more socially unacceptable than reading Harry Potter on
public transport, in the misguided belief that having purchased the version
with the adult cover – aka ‘the enabler edition’ – legitimises what you’re up
to. That something is Muggle Quidditch: sweeping collegiate America,
according to USA Today, and played by people who are actually allowed to
vote and breed. [...] Muggle Quidditch even has its own wacky student
commissioner and in the minds of all right-thinking individuals, it should
instantly supplant Nascar as the sport with the stupidest fans.” (Marina Hyde,
Guardian, 4 Dec) [LK]
Small Press. Andrew Hook announced the closure “with immediate effect” of
the award-winning Elastic Press on 29 December, since it was “becoming a
burden rather than a pleasure”. [MP]
• Vera Nazarian, publisher of Norilana Books, had a financial crisis owing to
sheer bad luck (including US medical bills). Sf fans and pros launched a
rescue auction which by early December raised over $19,000 to tide her over.
[AIP]
Cultural Pervasion. A BBC executive described a meeting in a room
without chairs (“bring your own cushion!”) as “more like an unconference or
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perhaps a relaxacon.” The Guardian diary explanation soon got into a
muddle: “Before you ask, a ‘relaxacon’ is an informal, unstructured gettogether of a type apparently beloved by science-fiction conference types. It’s
the opposite of a sercon – or serious conference. This is not the world we
inhabit either. But we’re learning.” (11 December) [LK]
• The OED sf citations project doesn’t list “sercon” but upset received fan
wisdom by asserting that “sci-fi” was used by Robert A. Heinlein years
before being coined by Forrest J Ackerman in 1954. The smoking gun was a
1949 Heinlein letter in Grumbles from the Grave (1989) – wrongly
transcribed, as confirmed by archive research (File 770). Heinlein had
actually used the 1940s abbreviation “sci-fic”.
Science Masterclass. At depths over 3,000 fathoms: Ordnance Dept. “...
underwater rifles ... were light, thoroughly insulated weapons of the carbine
type whose function was to cause the crystallisation of the salt in sea water
into pellets that were ejected from the muzzles with the speed of bullets by
the energy given off by the crystallisation process itself. The ammunition
was, therefore, self-crystallising, ever-growing bullets of salt ...” (John
Coleman Burroughs, Treasure of the Black Falcon, 1967) [BA]
• Thermodynamics Dept. “... diesel oil when subjected to electron
bombardment would break down into its basic constituents, liberating vast
amounts of heat and oxygen ... in later experiments Montague was able to
reverse the fission cycle ... to reform petroleum atoms back into the crude,
inexpensive diesel fuel ... the splitting and reconstitution of the atoms ...
furnished almost limitless amounts of propelling energy, life-giving oxygen,
insulating heat, and enough power to repel the pressure of fathoms of ocean
depth.” (Ibid)
Lexicongate. Is this the end? RDR Books withdrew their appeal against the
US decision blocking publication of the Harry Potter Lexicon. Steve Vander
Ark re-edited and expanded it in the light of the judgment, with less
paraphrase and more analysis: J.K. Rowling’s PR agency approved, and the
print Lexicon should at last appear on 12 January.
As Others See Us II. Tarkovsky’s Solaris is not for the likes of us: “With its
space station setting, Solaris has often been compared (perhaps too lazily)
with 2001: A Space Odyssey and seen as a part of the science-fiction genre.
But it is a far more complex work to be so easily pigeonholed.” (Students’
British Board of Film Classification website) [MC]
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The Dead Past. Robert E. Howard suggests a name-change from Ansible to
Xuthal: “That was Thog, the Ancient, the god of Xuthal, who dwells in the
sunken dome in the center of the city. He has always dwelt in Xuthal.
Whether he came here with the ancient founders, or was here when they built
the city, none knows. But the people of Xuthal worship him. Mostly he sleeps
below the city, but sometimes at irregular intervals he grows hungry, and
then he steals through the secret corridors and the dim-lit chambers, seeking
prey. Then none is safe.” (Robert E. Howard, “The Slithering Shadow”,
Weird Tales, 1933) [RB]
Film Critics’ Awards. Los Angeles. Best film: WALL-E. Supporting actor:
Heath Ledger as The Joker in The Dark Knight (best film runner-up).
• New York. Best film: WALL-E again, the only genre choice. [SFS]
The Bottom Line. Terry Pratchett met a typical dilemma at a Washington
DC literary festival. He “had a queue of fans stretching round the block; the
poets weren’t so lucky. The organisers ‘were absolutely desperate for my
signing queue to finish – “you mustn’t have it sticking out of the tent because
it upsets the poets”,’ Pratchett says. ‘We all made our decisions, they chose
poetry, I can’t help it. There’s another 600 people in the queue, what do you
think would happen if I put my pen down?’” (Alison Flood, The Author,
Winter 2008)
C.o.A. Howard Waldrop, 3213 Barton View Drive, Austin, Texas 787356934, USA. Damien Warman & Juliette Woods, 82 Hampton Rd, South
Goodwood, SA 5034, Australia.
Thog’s Masterclass. Guinness Book of Records Dept. “Around them was the
paraphernalia of mass communications – lights and cameras and microphones
– but nothing was turned on and no one was tuned in, and the only evidence
the world would have of these few moments would be a large wet patch left
on a cushion by what was arguably the mightiest ejaculation ever produced
on Election Day by a Republican candidate for President of the United
States.” (William Oscar Johnson, The Zero Factor, 1980) [AR]
• Dept of Prehensile Limbs. “The stubby legs of the police commissioner
were already churning across the lobby, grabbing one trooper after another
and pointing them towards the elevators.” (Ibid)
• Insight Dept. “He looked at the freshly shaved faces around the table. They
belonged to men.” (Ibid)
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• Eyeballs in the Sky. “She held Elsevier’s indigo eyes, willing Elsevier to
understand her need, and her longing – and her regret.” (Joan D. Vinge, The
Snow Queen, 1980) [MMW] “Moon felt Gundhalinu’s eyes trail her with
dark accusation.” (Ibid) “I edged away from her, my hand tipping her face up
again, finding her eyes and holding them.” (Andre Norton & Jean Rabe, A
Taste of Magic, 2006) [AR]
• Dept of Synaesthesia. “They seemed to hear Esmer as much with their
nostrils as their ears.” (Stephen R. Donaldson, Fatal Revenant, 2007) [AR]
• Expressionist Dept. “A smile toyed with Cormac’s lips; failed to manifest
itself.” (Andrew J. Offutt, Sign of the Moonbow, 1977) [BA] “Anticipation lit
his cerulean eyes with bloody portents for the guards of Dithorba.” (Ibid)

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 9 Jan 2009: Brum Group. AGM & auction. 7.45pm. £4; members £3.
“Because the Briar Rose will be closed during January to have a new lift
fitted our meeting this month will be at ‘B’ (otherwise known as Bennetts), a
few yards up the hill on the opposite side of the road from the ‘Briar Rose’,
on the corner of Waterloo Street.” Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at
yahoo co uk. Further meetings in the usual Briar Rose pub: 13 Feb, quiz; 13
March, with Tony Ballantyne.
• 9th-11th Jan 2009: Robert Rankin book launch events. Fri 9 Jan: open
gathering, Magpie & Crown pub, Brentford, 7pm for 9pm. Sat 10 Jan:
signing at Waterstone’s, Chiswick, 12 noon. Ticket-only party, Princess
Royal pub, Brentford, 5pm. £10 on-line only, by end of December:
http://www.sproutlore.com/events/necrophenialaunch.php
Sun 11 Jan: open gathering, Magpie & Crown, 11am onward.
• 31 Jan 2009: Poe anthology launch/signing, with Ellen Datlow (editor), Pat
Cadigan, Kim Newman, Nicholas Royle. 2pm at Ye Olde Cock Tavern, 22
Fleet Street, London, EC4Y 1AA. All welcome.
Editorial. Once again, now that 2009 has actually happened: Happy New
Year to you all! Thanks for various good wishes, seasonal donations,
Christmas cards and newsletters crammed with the incredible achievements
of your uniquely gifted children. As usual I’ve been a bit (or rather, a lot)
dysfunctional about sending cards, but hope that twelve issues of this
unChristmas card called Ansible have been some kind of substitute.
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As Science Sees Us. In a profile of the life-extension researcher Mark Roth,
Tom Junod notes that Roth has “got a lot of ideas, for a scientist, and some of
them come from unusual sources, like tabloidy news reports and science
fiction.” He continues: “It’s a weird thing about scientists – you would think
that they would love science fiction. But they don’t. To admit that you get
your ideas from science fiction, if you’re a scientist, that’s like, careerthreatening, man.” (Esquire, December) [MMW]
Outraged Letters. Simon R. Green: “I liked the news that the Truman Show
syndrome is fast becoming an epidemic; though if it’s true in my case, I want
some serious words with the writers. And better lighting.” • Martyn P.
Jackson added his own horrified capitals to a tabloid review of the remade
The Day the Earth Stood Still: “Derrickson’s limp updating of the Robert
Wise film, ITSELF NO MASTERPIECE, is not far short of the most feeble epic of
the year.” (Evening Standard)
Thog Gloats at Damien Broderick’s discovery of an essential textbook by
Mike Brown and Zoe-Vonna Palmrose – Thog’s Guide to Quantum
Economics: 50,000 Years of Accounting Basics for the Future. • Plus further
eternal truth from the above-cited Conan adventure by Robert E. Howard:
“Well, to every man his fate, and it’s foolish to squeal like a rat in a trap.
When Thog wants me, he will come for me.” Yea, “Thog is very ancient and
very terrible.” I’m taking the story away from Thog now, because he’s
getting over-excited.
Space Art vs SF Art. Dave Hardy writes: “A new website has appeared,
calling itself The Space Art Network: http://spaceart.ning.com/. Run by an
Eastern European called Boris but usually known as Bob Bello, and living I
believe in Albuquerque, this naturally attracted the attention of the IAAA (of
which I happen to be Euro VP), since this is the premier and indeed only
organisation devoted entirely to space art. So its members weren’t too keen
on the fact that the site seemed to be occupied by people posting messages
like ‘Let’s keep this site pure Sci-Fi’, and that the art currently on display was
what we’d call SF or fantasy – especially since we have for years been trying
to make the distinction between space art, based on science and astronomy,
and SF/fantasy art, based much more on pure imagination. (I should add that
several IAAA artists, like myself, do both types of art, which obviously do
overlap. But at least we know the distinction!) / As a result some of our
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artists won’t touch this site, but I believe that the best way to change anything
is from within, so some of us have posted our work and our comments.
Another bone of contention is that definitions are given for various
‘categories’ of space artist, and that under ‘Professional’ one reads: ‘1.
Professional is anyone with degree in painting, art theory, art criticism, etc.’
Well that rules me (and quite a few IAAA members) out! I don’t have a
degree, but having made my living entirely from space/SF art (and writing)
since 1965 I have always regarded myself as a professional. Damn!” (Later:
it seems that trying to discuss the distinction between space art and science
fiction art on this site’s forums is a good way to get threatened with banning
as a “warmonger” and “backbiter”.)
More Philately. In August 2009, US postage stamps will celebrate “Early
TV Memories”. The featured shows – each with a stamp of its own – include
Alfred Hitchcock Presents and Rod Serling’s The Twilight Zone.
Footnote. Younger sf fans and the Guardian may wish to know that the
original etymology of “sercon” had nothing to do with conventions or
conferences but came from “serious and constructive”. See the late rich
brown’s list of fan terms:
http://www.smithway.org/fstuff/termsO-S.html
Ansible 258 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2009. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Barbara Barrett, Rusty Burke, Mark Cordell, Paul Di Filippo, Steve Green,
Earl Kemp, Leroy Kettle, David K.M. Klaus, Marion Pitman, Andrew I.
Porter, Adam Roberts, Marcus Rowland, SF Site, Colin Smythe, Grant Stone,
Gary Wilkinson, Martin Morse Wooster, and our Hero Distributors: Vernon
Brown (BSFG), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS/Prophecy, Alan Stewart (Aus). 2
Jan 09.
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The Ring of Worlds
Neil Gaiman won the American Library Association’s Newbery Medal – the
top US children’s literature award – for The Graveyard Book.
Maxim Jakubowski’s specialist crime-fiction shop Murder One – in Charing
Cross Road, London – closed at the end of January after nearly 21 years.
Amazon and its ilk are blamed. (BBC) The earlier incarnation just across the
road included New Worlds, Andy Richards’s sf basement.
Warren Lapine, now mostly recovered from the collapse of DNA
Publications a couple of years ago, has set up a new genre publishing
company: Tir Na Nog Press. This will relaunch DNA’s Fantastic Stories as a
quarterly magazine edited by Lapine himself – first issue to be released in
September but dated January 2010. (SFscope, 22 January) Outstanding DNA
subscriptions should be transferred to Fantastic.
Terry Pratchett apologized for resorting to a circular-email response when
knighthood congratulations swelled into a “Tsunami of mail from more or
less everybody. / Apart from a continuing feeling that it isn’t really
happening, there’s not an awful lot that I can say about the K. It’s all
happened in that curious and subtle way in which these things happen. I am
rather upset that I won’t be allowed to wear a sword in public, but it does turn
out that I am now married to an official Lady. And, more seriously, I am
pleased that this has gone to a fantasy author; it’s not a genre that is usually
in the frame for these kinds of things. / Lots of people are asking whether I
will now be ‘Sir Terence Pratchett’ on my books. This is not going to happen.
Custom and practice seems to be that writers just go on writing with the same
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name. / I did contemplate briefly the idea of buying an old nag that could
spend its retiring years in our fields so I could be a genuine Knight with a
horse, until I was told how much the farrier bills are! It turns out Jimmy Choo
is in the wrong business!” (6 January)
Charles Stross lurks on the bookshelf of the UK Tory leader, according to a
13 January Guardian analysis of books visible in the background of a David
Cameron photo. But our Charlie reckons that the Saturn’s Children in
question isn’t his novel but a book on ... politics.
Lisa Tuttle achieved undying fame as the answer to clue number 5 down
(“Author of the novels Panther in Argyll and Lost Futures”) in
thelondonpaper’s General Knowledge crossword on 16 January. [RR]
Gordon Van Gelder adds a bit more about the F&SF magazine schedule
change: “For 2009, we’ve got the Jan., Feb., and March issues. / Then the
switch will occur and we’ll have April/May, June/July, and Aug./Sept issues
before the jumbo Oct/Nov anniversary issue. / You might be amused to note
that Ed Ferman talked about making this switch to bimonthly issues at least
ten years ago.” (3 January)

Confrey
6-8 Feb • AXXIdental (filk), Ramada Grantham Hotel, Grantham. £32 (€39)
reg, £16 under-18s/supp/unwaged, £1 kids under 6. Contact 15 St Catherine’s
Cross, Bletchingley, Surrey, RH1 4PX.
14-15 Feb • Hi-Ex (comics), Eden Court, Bishop’s Rd, Inverness, IV3 5SA.
£16 reg, £10/day; kids £8/£5. Tickets from www.hi-ex.co.uk or box office:
01463 234 234. Contact hiex dot comics at gmail dot com.
20-21 Feb • Frightfest (film) mini-event as part of the Glasgow Film
Festival. Tickets now available: see www.frightfest.co.uk.
20-22 Feb • Redemption 09, Britannia Hotel, Fairfax St, Coventry. Added
GoH: Rob SHearman. £55 reg or £35/day; under-18s £15/£10. Advance
booking closes 6 February. At the door: £60 or £40/day; under-18s £15/£10.
Contact 26 Kings Meadow View, Wetherby, LS22 7FX.
21-22 Feb • Microcon, Devonshire House, University of Exeter. GoH Jasper
Fforde, Pat Cadigan. SF society members free, other students £5, non1043

students £7 at the door. More TBA.
25 Feb • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Terrace, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5/6pm onward. With Nick Lowe.
28 Feb • Picocon 26, Imperial College Union, London. 10am-7/8pm. £10
adult reg, £8 students – payment at the door only. Contact ICSF, Beit Quad,
Prince Consort Road, London, SW7 2BB.
21 Mar • God in the Lab (skeptics), Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Square,
London, WC1R 4RL. 10:30am-4pm £10 at door; students £5.
26-29 Mar • Eurocon 2009 (with Deepcon 10, Italcon 35), Fiuggi, Italy. €95
reg, but advance booking closes 3 February. See the website at
www.euroconsf2009.it for accommodation packages and discounts for host
club members. Contact eurocon at euroconsf2009 dot it.
27-29 Mar • P-Con VI, Central Hotel, Dublin. €30/£20 reg; €35 at door.
Students €15. €10 supp. Contact c/o 6 Weston Ave,Lucan, Co Dublin,
Ireland. Euro cheques to Peter McClean; sterling to “Dave Lally #2 a/c”, 64
Richbourne Terrace, London, SW8 1AX.
18-20 Sep • Fantasycon, Britannia Hotel, 1 St James St, Nottingham. Guests
TBA. £50 reg (BFS members £40) to 31 March; £60 (£50) to 30 June; £70
(£60) thereafter. £30 Sat only; banquet £35. Contact Beech House, Chapel
Lane, Moulton, Cheshire CW9 8PQ.
24 Oct • Gamesfest 4 (gaming/sf), Watford Colosseum, Rickmansworth Rd,
Watford. £5.50 reg (TBC). Contact 07976629378.
13-15 Nov • Novacon 39 has a new venue: The Park Inn, Mansfield Road,
Nottingham. GoH Justina Robson. £38 reg until after Easter. Contact 379
Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
5-7 Mar 10 • P-Con VII, Central Hotel, Dublin (probably). GoH and other
details to be announced at this year’s P-Con VI – see above.
25-28 Mar 10 • World Horror Convention, Brighton. Now £60 reg, or
roughly $84/€65. Contact PO Box 64317, London, NW6 9LL.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. “Doctor Who ... has ... made sci-fi – once the domain of
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pizza-faced speccy boys and middle-aged men named Timothy who iron their
socks and still live with their mum – acceptable, if not downright
glamorous.” (Paul Connolly, Daily Mail, 10 January) [FS]
Awards. BSFA Awards shortlist. NOVEL Stephen Baxter, Flood; Nick
Harkaway, The Gone-Away World; Ken MacLeod, The Night Sessions; Neal
Stephenson, Anathem. SHORT Ted Chiang, “Exhalation” (Eclipse 2); Greg
Egan, “Crystal Nights” (Interzone 215); Paul McAuley, “Little Lost Robot”
(IZ 217); M. Rickert, “Evidence of Love in a Case of Abandonment” (F&SF
10/08). NON-FICTION John Clute, “Physics for Amnesia”; Roz Kaveney,
Superheroes!: Capes and Crusaders in Comics and Films; Paul Kincaid,
What It Is We Do When We Read Science Fiction; Farah Mendlesohn,
Rhetorics of Fantasy. ARTWORK – all covers. Andy Bigwood, Subterfuge (ed.
Ian Whates); Blacksheep, Flood (Stephen Baxter); Blacksheep, Swiftly
(Adam Roberts), Vincent Chong, Murky Depths 4; Warwick Fraser Coombe,
IZ 218.
• Crawford for best first fantasy: Daryl Gregory, Pandemonium. [L]
• Philip K. Dick nominees: Adam-Troy Castro, Emissaries from the Dead;
Lou Anders, ed., Fast Forward 2; Karen Traviss, Judge; Jeff Carlson, Plague
War; David Walton, Terminal Mind; K.A. Bedford, Time Machines Repaired
While-U-Wait. [GVG] An earlier release included Kristine Smith’s Endgame,
published in 2007 and ineligible – replaced by Plague War.
• Dwarf Star for short-short sf poems of 10 or fewer lines: Greg Beatty,
“Place Mat by Moebius” (Asimov’s 1/07).
Futurology Corner, 1976. “The gassy waste of endless, thoughtless
industrial processes had caused all this, he thought bitterly, trapping heat in
the atmosphere and melting the ice caps. In the ensuing disaster, his kind had
all but died out ...” (Michael Butterworth with Michael Moorcock, The Time
of the Hawklords, 1976) [BA]
R.I.P. Lino Aldani (1926-2009), leading Italian sf writer since the 1960s,
died on 31 January; he was 82. [L]
• Randy Bathurst, US fan artist, has reportedly died. No further details. [AIP]
• Ewan Chrystal (1952-2009), UK convention and animé fan who was a
department head at the 2005 Glasgow Worldcon, died on 4 January. [EC/PT]
• Pat Hingle (1924-2009), US actor who played Commissioner Gordon in the
film Batman (1989) and its three sequels, died on 3 January aged 84. [AIP]
• Patrick McGoohan (1928-2009), co-creator and star of the unforgettable
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cult tv series The Prisoner (1967-1968), died on 13 January. He was 80.
[AW] McGoohan was also well known as John Drake in Danger Man (US
Secret Agent), assumed by many fans to be the same character as The
Prisoner’s Number Six; further genre work included Scanners (1981) and
Treasure Planet (voice, 2002).
• Kim Manners (1951-2009), US tv producer/director of many episodes of
The X-Files and Supernatural, died on 25 January; he was 58. He also
worked on Automan and ST:TNG. [GW]
• John Scott Martin (1926-2009), UK actor in over 110 episodes of Doctor
Who – usually as the Chief Dalek seeking to exterminate the first five
Doctors – died on 6 January aged 82. Other genre credits included Little Shop
of Horrors (1986) and Monty Python’s The Crimson Permanent Assurance
(1983). [BB]
• Bob May (1939-2009), US actor and stuntman who was inside – but did not
voice – Robbie the Robot in Lost in Space (1965-1968), died on 18 January.
He was 69. [SD]
• Ricardo Montalban (1920-2009), Mexican-born actor best known to sf fans
as Khan in Star Trek and the film The Wrath of Khan (1982), died on 14
January aged 88. Another famous part was Mr Roarke in tv’s Fantasy Island
(1978-1984). [DK]
• Angela Morley (1924-2009), UK-born transsexual composer whose genre
work included E.T. and the first two Star Wars films, and who as Wally Stott
was musical director and band conductor of The Goon Show, died on 14
January; she was 84. [IC]
• John Mortimer (1923-2009), UK author, playwright, barrister and muchloved public figure perhaps best known for creating Rumpole of the Bailey,
died on 16 January aged 85. Genre link: his script work on The Innocents
(1961), a film adaptation of The Turn of the Screw. [AW]
• Ray Dennis Steckler (1938-2009), cult film director best known for The
Incredibly Strange Creatures Who Stopped Living and Became Mixed-Up
Zombies!!? (1963) – to which he had recently completed a sequel – stopped
living on 7 January. He was 70. [GW]
• Charles H. Schneer (1920-2009), US producer whose 26 films included The
Seventh Voyage of Sinbad (1958) and most of Ray Harryhausen’s other stopmotion animated features, died on 21 January. [DP]
• Harry Turner (1920-2009), long-time UK fan and artist whose trademark
impossible-object drawings appeared both as fanzine covers and in book
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form – Triad Optical Illusions and How to Design Them (Dover 1978, cut
reissue as The Triad Optical Illusions Coloring Book 2006) – died on 11
January. [PT] He was 88, had been active in fandom since the 1930s, and
kept his fan links until the end.
• John Updike (1932-2009), highly respected US novelist, critic and poet
whose first novel The Poorhouse Fair (1959) was sf and whose best-known
fantasy is The Witches of Eastwick (1984, filmed 1987), died on 27 January;
he was 76. Updike won two Pulitzers for novels.
• Elda Wheeler (1961-2009), UK fan who was in the early-1980s “Kent
TruFandom” group and the UK women’s APA, and attended conventions
into the 21st century, died on 19 January aged 47. [MM]
As Others Synopsize Us. The Telegraph “100 Novels Everyone Should
Read” list (17 January) begins in 100th and lowest place with “Tolkein” and
his “tale of fantastic creatures looking for lost jewellery”.
Recession Gloom. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt’s parent company Education
Media & Publishing Group, with debts of $6.7 billion, had its credit rating
“slashed”: the outlook is grim. (Boston Globe, 1 February) [AIP]
• Mad magazine is downsizing from monthly to quarterly publication. Its
editor John Ficarra was quoted as saying, “The feedback we’ve gotten from
readers is that only every third issue of Mad is funny, so we’ve decided to
just publish those.” [via AC] Another Internet casualty. Mad’s owners,
Warner Bros, have decreed 10% layoffs across the board – including DC
Comics, where senior editor Bob Schreck got the chop.
• Realms of Fantasy, 15 years old and approaching its 100th issue, will close
after the April 2009 number owing to “plummeting newsstand sales”
(SFscope, 27 January) [JdV] This surprised editorial staff who had been
planning a special Hallowe’en issue.
• Starburst, following some schedule slippage (#364 was dated July 2008 and
#365 October; #366 for November remains in limbo) has, according to the
UK distributor, suspended publication “for the foreseeable future”.
Sector General Lives! Heart-warming public safety news from a writer who
worked on a UK patient information leaflet for oxygen, as supplied in
cylinders to hospitals: the regulator insisted that he include the words “Do not
use if you are allergic to oxygen.” [PM]
Big Numbers. The Abebooks “most expensive sales of 2008” report includes
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Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban at £8,320, a handwritten letter
from Edward Lear at £7,425, Lord of the Flies at £5,992, Out of the Silent
Planet at £5,136, the Stewart/Riddell Edge Chronicles set at £4,522, and
Nineteen Eighty-Four at £4,387. Meanwhile I’m about to throw out heaps of
printed Ansibles that no one wants even for free.
Bad Luck. Ellen Datlow, in London for her 30 January anthology launch,
missed it – kept in hospital because a leg infection wasn’t responding to
antibiotics. [MP]
• Tom Dietz, US sf author, had a heart attack on 18 January. [ML]
• Tor Books and St Martin’s Press will have to move from the NY Flatiron
Building at some stage: its new Italian owners, the Sorgente Group, want to
convert it to a luxury hotel. [AIP]
As Others See Us. Just for a change of pace, here’s a good word from
Richard Dawkins: “The best of science fiction seems to me an important
literary form in its own right, snobbishly underrated by some scholars of
literature.” (Unweaving the Rainbow, 1999) [CM]
Outraged Letters. Judy Blish on geeky Presidents: “Please note that Barack
Obama claimed in an interview (17 Oct 2008) to have been sent from the
planet Krypton by his father Jor-El. And still he won. Sense of wonder alive
and well.”
• Ramsey Campbell has sad news of his sister-in-law: “Jenny’s sister Penny
died this morning after a heart attack. She also leaves her brother Chris. All
three were A. Bertram Chandler’s children. Her husband is Alan Bale, their
sons are Tim and Robin. We all (and that includes our children and their
partners) loved her very much.” (13 January)
• Dave Hardy: “Just flipping through the channels on my TV, I was stopped
short by a large caption on the BBC News channel: DR WHORE
GENERATES.” But then he re-read it. Everyone apparently “knew” the next
Doctor was going to be Paterson Joseph (SFCrowsnest, 25 December: “The
actor Paterson Joseph is to be the first black Doctor Who. Sources close to
the BBC have reportedly confirmed that he has been asked to be the new
Doctor and that he accepted a couple of days ago.”), so the announcement of
Matt Smith was greeted by highly appropriate cries of “Who?”
As Others Summarize Us. Tower Books “Publisher’s Note” for Ringworld’s
Children by Larry Niven: “When a powerful new weapon threatens the
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spherical planet of Ringworld, a protector, an exile with the ability to speak
with animals, and a native with a mysterious past assist explorer Louis Wu on
his quest to save Ringworld from interplanetary war.” (Not the blurb of the
actual publisher, Tor, where they know Ringworld’s shape and the meaning
of Speaker-to-Animals.) [AL]
Nomination Ballots. FAAn Awards: voting closes 26 February (post) or 5
March (email). Ballot at http://efanzines.com/Corflu26/.
• Hugos: see http://www.anticipationsf.ca/pub/hugos/nominations.php.
Voters first need to join the 2009 Worldcon. Deadline 28 February.
C.o.A. Terry Jeeves, Queen Margaret’s Nursing Home, 19 Filey Rd,
Scarborough, N. Yorks, YO11 2SE. This is likely to be a permanent move.
SF books, magazines and fanzines are all welcome.
Accountability. “We too easily say, Blame it on the Washington culture.
Well, Washington is made up of people. It’s not like there’s this, like – you
know, it’s not like some Star Trek episode where some room made me do it.”
(Matthew Dowd, Vanity Fair, February 2009) [SG]
A258 Update. Dan Kimmel adds another film critics’ award: “The Boston
Society of Film Critics gave WALL*E best animation AND best picture
(tying with the overpraised Slumdog Millionaire for the latter). I’m also
proud to say that our best foreign language pick was Let the Right One In.
For those who haven’t seen it, it’s a vampire movie from Sweden and one of
the best films of the year.”
Group Gropes. The Croydon SF Group “will be quietly celebrating our 20th
Anniversary on 10 February. Still meeting on the 2nd Tuesday of every
month in the Dog and Bull, Surrey St, Croydon, CR0 1RG, from 8pm. No
agenda, speakers, fees ... All welcome.” (Robert Newman)
Thog’s Masterclass. Neat Tricks Dept. “I tasted the heady loam of the
spongy earth beneath my feet ... Nothing seemed amiss.” (Andre Norton &
Jean Rabe, A Taste of Magic, 2006) [AR]
• Dept of Doublethink. “I slammed my chain against the pig, drawing the
hooked end across its throat to kill it. I respected all life.” (Ibid)
• Runny Eyes Dept . “Bertram’s soulful brown gaze slopped itself all over his
face, with particular emphasis on the eyes.” (Ellen Kushner, Swordspoint,
1987) [RF]
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• Dept of Extraterrestrial Studies. “It’s coming through the opening now! The
most awful thing I’ve ever seen. Vast! Yellow as a slug and far more
horrible” ... “the tentacles are coming for me now. It’s not nice. There’s a
horn on its nose and the longest teeth imaginable. And blue hair! But the
tentacles scare me most of all. They seem to come from every part of its
body!” ... “The gun doesn’t have the slightest effect on it. You might as well
shoot an elephant with a catapult. Oh my God, its tentacles! They can touch
me now. It stretched them out like rubber, and they end in sharp points.” ...
“There are sort of pimples all over it, and slime oozing from its skin. I just
can’t describe it properly!” (Ray Barry [Dennis Hughes], Gamma Product,
1952) [BA]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 13 Feb 2009: Brum Group, Briar Rose, Bennett Hill, Birmingham city
centre. Quiz night. 7:45pm. £4; members £3. Contact 07845 897760 or
bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Further meetings in the usual Briar Rose pub:
13 Feb, quiz; 13 March, with Tony Ballantyne.
• 21 Feb 2009: Leicester Terror Scribes reading-centred pub event, The
Lansdowne, 121-123 London Rd, Leicester. 1:30pm-4pm.
• 26 Feb 2009: Juliet E McKenna talks at Stevenage Central Library. 7:309pm.
• 28 Feb 2009: British Fantasy Society Open Night, York Brewery, York.
7:30pm onward. £2; members £1. All welcome.
• 2 Apr 2009: Juliet E McKenna talks at The Corner Club, Oxford. 7-8 pm.
Tickets £5.00. Oxfringe event: http://oxfringe.com/
• 4 Apr 2009: Sarah Ash, Chaz Brenchley, Mark Chadbourn, Juliet E
McKenna, Ben Jeapes talk at Borders Bookshop, Oxford. 6pm-7:30pm. Free.
Oxfringe event, as above.
Editorial. Nice to see that the Guardian knows where to link when
discussing the familiar sf topic of As Others See Us:
http://tinyurl.com/b7ex9r
Space Art vs SF Art, Continued. Unable to cope with forum discussion of
the important-to-some distinction between space (astronomical) and sciencefiction art, Boris Bello of the Space Art Network at ning.com had a tantrum
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and shut the whole site down. Or in his own measured words, “Some of these
legendary ‘old-timers’, as we called them, and ‘classical astronomy artists’,
literally exploded and started a furious discussion with us, feeling threatened
by a bunch of young people, who but had absolutely no clue which nerve
they struck. Indeed, we didn’t have the slightest idea what humiliation these
colleagues had undergone, long before some of us were even born. As you
understand, this can be not just frustrating but devastating to a
‘scientist/artist’ in his professional career.” And, therefore: “Due to unsolved
(not unsolvable) major differences of professional opinions about the term
‘space art’ [...] SAN is shutting down on January 26, 2009, at 10am CMT. /
Please save ALL your artworks, articles, and/or comments, because this
network is going to be DELETED. ALL its content and historic debates are
going to be lost and ALL of you would have to RESUBMIT to the new
Cosmic Art Magazine (CAM), with the same vision.” Thanks to James
Summerson for preserving this announcement.
• Meanwhile, Dave Hardy tells me that various literally exploded old fogeys
have overcome their devastating trauma and humiliation to the extent of
setting up an alternative ning.com site subtly named International Space Art
Network (InSANe):
http://spaceart1.ning.com/
Fanfundery. DUFF 2009 runs from Australasia to Anticipation, the 2009
Montréal Worldcon. Nominations are open, closing 15 March; voting should
then continue until 17 May. More here:
http://sffanz.sf.org.nz/duff/
• TAFF reminder: European candidates for the TAFF trip to Anticipation are
Steve Green and Tom Womack. Voting continues to mid-April.
http://taff.org.uk/
Realms of Fantasy Again. The magazine’s website was taken down with
indecent haste and replaced by a brief farewell page:
http://www.sovhomestead.com/thankyou.htm
Jim Baen Memorial Writing Contest. “Write a short story of no more than
8,000 words, that shows the near future (no more than about 50-60 years out)
of manned space exploration.” No pessimists need apply. Deadline 1 April
2009.
http://www.williamledbetter.com/contest
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The Dead Past. 25 Years Ago at the SF Supper Club: “Everyone was reeling
at the news that the Public Lending Right scheme was actually going to bring
them money: ‘How much are you getting?’ was the question at the tip of
every tongue, and naturally evil Malcolm [Edwards] assembled the answers,
subsequently calling the roll of authors present in strict order of PLR
precedence, from those who hadn’t registered at all (e.g. himself) and were
wailing and gnashing their teeth, up to the heights of Chris Priest (who later
bought himself a new photocopier [...]) and Brian Aldiss, who, when pressed
for details of his PLR, smiled modestly as he ordered a further magnum of
Moet & Chandon to wash down his tureen of caviar.” (Ansible 37, February
1984)
Worldcon Stuff. Vince Docherty reports that the Reno in 2011 Worldcon bid
filed its necessary paperwork with Anticipation at the end of January. The
deadline is 6 February. Will the rival bid, Seattle in 2011, make it?
Outraged Letters II. 5,271,009 readers berated me for writing that Majel
Barrett-Roddenberry played Troi rather than Lwaxana Troi. I’d cut the
forename in the usual struggle to fit the printed issue on two sides of A4.
Silly me.
• Pat Cadigan sends an Ellen Datlow update as the presses are about to roll:
“She can’t get on the web right now because she’s in hospital with cellulitis.”
All best for recovery by “the end of the week, when she’ll be back in NYC.
Assuming she doesn’t get snowed in with us. 8 inches and it’s snowing again
– yes, in London!” (2 February) Heavy snow at Ansible HQ too, still falling
as I finish this issue. Brrr.
• Peter Hassall thought I should have written lots and lots more about Forry
Ackerman: “You completely failed to mention that he started the masquerade
tradition by wearing a costume to the very first WorldCon ...”, etc, etc.
Ansible labours under space constraints, but there’s an entire Langford SFX
magazine column about FJA in the works.
• Chip Hitchcock felt the Donald E. Westlake obit should have mentioned his
“most focused legacy: ‘Nackles’ [F&SF, January 1964, as by Curt Clark], the
story of a made-up anti-Santa Claus who becomes real through belief.”
• Mark Meenan reports that Elda Wheeler’s funeral will be on 5 February at
Daldowie Crematorium, Glasgow. Her death followed a diagnosis of ovarian
cancer last October.
• Terry Pratchett worries about his new duties: “Dear Diary, Damsels
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undistressed – nil / Dragons slain – nil / Windmills tilted – nil / All in all, not
a good knights work.” (22 January)
Ansible 259 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2009. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Barbara Barrett, Avedon Carol, Eddie Cochrane, Ian Covell, Jetse de Vries,
Steven Dunn, Alistair Durie, Rose Fox, Sharon Goetz, Dan Kimmel, Denny
Lien, Locus, Andy Love, Making Light, Mark Meenan, Caroline Mullan,
Marion Pitman, Andrew I. Porter, David Pringle, Adam Roberts, Roger
Robinson, Fred Smith, Jim Steel, Paul Treadaway, Philip Turner, Gordon
Van Gelder, Andrew Wells, Gary Wilkinson, and our Hero Distributors:
Vernon Brown (BSFG), Janice Murray (North America), SCIS/Prophecy,
Alan Stewart (Australia). 2 Feb 09.
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Ansible 260, March 2009
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU. Web
news.ansible.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X
(e). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Alan Hunter. Available for SAE or the
punth of the torange.
Editorial. No urgency about this, but the traditional Langford/Ansible contact
email (ansible at cix co uk) is changing: drl at ansible co uk.

A World of Difference
Martin Amis and Howard Jacobson, speaking at Manchester University last
month, revealed their unique stature in comedy: “‘You see before you the last
two comic British novelists,’ Amis announced. ‘If I had to pick three pieces
of prose to make you laugh,’ Jacobson said, ‘one would be by Martin and the
other two would be mine.’” This 21 February Guardian report (by our very
own Nick Royle) provoked a reader’s letter published one week later:
“Someone tell them that it’s OK, they can relax: Terry Pratchett is still here.
In fact, elsewhere in the same week’s news, he was at Buckingham Palace,
being knighted for services to literature.” (Jean Rogers, 28 February)
Will F. Jenkins is to have his own day in Virginia, whose state legislature
passed a resolution commending him for the sf he wrote as Murray Leinster
and designating 27 June 2009 as “Will F. Jenkins Day in Virginia in
recognition of the author’s creative genius and his numerous literary
achievements”. Cited stories in the resolution include “Exploration Team”,
“First Contact”, “A Logic Named Joe” and “Sidewise in Time”; the Hugo
and Sidewise awards both get a mention. [SHS]
Stephen King assessed fellow-writers in a USA Weekend interview. Harry
Potter vs. Twilight: “The real difference is that Jo Rowling is a terrific writer
and Stephenie Meyer can’t write worth a darn ... She’s not very good.” Dean
Koontz is “sometimes ... just awful.” (Philly.com) [FL] Meanwhile, a
Californian loon known as Steve Lightfoot continues to push his revelation
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that in 1980 Stephen King killed John Lennon. [BB]
Warren Lapine has been researching “online complaints that were made
about myself and DNA Publications, Inc. just before it went out of business.
[... M]any of the complaints that were posted online were flat out not true. At
the time, there was nothing I could do about it. Currently, I have an attorney
contacting the people who have posted actionable material to have it
corrected or removed. The legal term that applies here is Resurrection Of A
Lie.” (LiveJournal, February) [JN]
J.K. Rowling was made a knight of the French Legion of Honour by
President Nicolas Sarkozy, and profusely thanked France “for not having
held a grudge against me for having given a French name to my evil
character”, i.e. Lord Voldemort. (AP, 3 February) [AIP]
William Shatner’s ambition to be Canada’s Prime Minister was picked up as
straight news, though humour experts like Martin Amis and Howard
Jacobson might just suspect a leg-pull. On receiving a fan letter that urged
him to put himself forward as the country’s Governor General, Shatner loftily
replied: “My intention is to be Prime Minister of Canada ... I don’t have time
to be Governor General.” Who does? [DKMK]
Michael Swanwick reports: “Gardner Dozois, Susan Casper, and I drove to
Lincoln Park, New Jersey, recently to sort through Janet Kagan’s papers and
decide which were to go to the Jack Williamson Collection in Eastern New
Mexico University. Among the many finds (and there were some good ones!)
were the scripts Janet wrote in her misspent youth for two porn flicks. They
had survived a house fire and thus their edges were blackened, making them
look, appropriately enough, to be scorched by the flames of Hell.” (8
February)
Vernor Vinge has been quietly airbrushed out of history, as far as the San
Francisco Chronicle is concerned: “Singularity University, which will be
housed on the NASA Ames base near Mountain View and begin classes in
June, is the brainchild of Ray Kurzweil and Peter Diamandis. [...] At the core
of the university’s mission is Kurzweil’s theory of ‘Technological
Singularity,’ which theorizes that a number of exponentially growing
technologies – such as nanotechnology and biotechnology – will massively
increase human intelligence over the next two decades and fundamentally
reshape the future of humanity. In his 2005 book, ‘The Singularity is Near,’
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Kurzweil famously predicted that artificial intelligence would soon allow
machines to improve themselves with unforeseeable consequences.” (3
February) [DB] No mere science fiction writer could have conceived such
wonders. Especially not in the 1980s.

Conderin
14 Mar • Into Deepest Space (Fred Hoyle exhibition), Old Library, St John’s
College, Cambridge, CB2 1TP. 10am-4pm. Exhibit of “papers and artefacts”
open to all; “hands-on activity” (illustrating Ossian’s Ride) sessions must be
booked via 01223 766766 or csf at admin cam ac uk.
21 Mar • God in the Lab (skeptics), Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Square,
London, WC1R 4RL. 10:30am-4pm £10 at door; students £5.
25 Mar • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Terrace, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5/6pm onward.
26-29 Mar • Eurocon 2009 (with Deepcon 10, Italcon 35), Fiuggi, Italy.
Advance booking closed. €95 at door; students (<26) €35; children (<6) free.
Contact eurocon at euroconsf2009 dot it.
27-29 Mar • P-Con VI, Central Hotel, Dublin. €30/£20 reg; €35 at door.
Students €15. €10 supp. Contact c/o 6 Weston Ave,Lucan, Co Dublin,
Ireland. Euro cheques to Peter McClean; sterling to “Dave Lally #2 a/c”, 64
Richbourne Terrace, London, SW8 1AX.
31 Mar - 1 Apr • Middlesex University Literary Festival. Iain Banks speaks
4:15-6:15pm on 1 April. Contact Middlesex U, Trent Park Campus, Bramley
Rd, London, N14 4YZ; mdxlitfest at googlemail com.
29 Apr • Clarke Award presentation, London. By invitation.
29 Apr - 4 May • Sci-Fi London (film), Apollo Piccadilly Cinema, 19 Regent
St, London, SW1Y 4LY. Box office 020 7451 9944.
21 Jun • SF, Fantasy and Horror Conference, University of Glamorgan,
Treforest Campus, CF37 1DL. 10am-4:30pm. With Jasper Fforde and others.
£5; £3 concessions. Bookings 029 2047 2266.
18-20 Sep • Fantasycon, Britannia Hotel, 1 St James St, Nottingham. GoH
Brian Clemens, Jasper Fforde. £50 reg (BFS members £40), rising to £60
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(£50) on 1 April. Contact Beech House, Chapel Lane, Moulton, Cheshire,
CW9 8PQ.
26-27 Sep • NewCon 5, The Fishmarket, Northampton. POSTPONED until 2010
because the future of the Fishmarket venue is now in doubt. Contact 41
Wheatsheaf Rd, Alconbury Weston, Cambs, PE28 4LF.
5-7 Mar 10 • P-Con VII, Central Hotel, Dublin (probably). GoH and other
details to be announced at this year’s P-Con VI – see above.
25-28 Mar 10 • World Horror Convention, Brighton. GoH announced:
Tanith Lee. £60 reg. Contact PO Box 64317, London, NW6 9LL.
25-27 Feb 11 • Redemption ’11 (multimedia sf), Britannia Hotel, Fairfax St,
Coventry, CV1 5RP. £40 reg until 20 April 09; £50 to 31 August 10; £60 to
11 February 11 (when advance bookings close); £65 at door. Under-18s and
supp £15; under 3 free. Contact 61 Chaucer Road, Farnborough, Hampshire,
GU14 8SP.
Rumblings. Reno in 2011, as speculated in A259, has no opposition for its
Worldcon bid. The Seattle bid couldn’t secure a facilities contract by the 6
February 2009 paperwork deadline, and withdrew on that day. • Europe
Worldcon Plans. 2014 is the preferred bid year, and UK/Netherlands
research has found two front-runner venues: ExCel London and (ah,
nostalgia) the Glasgow SECC. If the site and year can be confirmed this year
as hoped, expect a bid launch at Eastercon 2010. [JB]

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. From Metro’s article on a Kentucky phenomenon: “The
Creation Museum, like Hollywood, doesn’t let science get in the way of a
good story and has enlisted a small band of ‘creationist scientists’, who give
talks and present papers. They look like scientists, sound like scientists and
even smell like scientists but in my mind at least – if not those of the other
visitors here – their beliefs have more in common with science fiction ...” (6
February) [BA]
Product Placement. Stephen King was persuaded by Amazon to write a
Kindle-exclusive story which features a Kindle (“I thought I had a chance to
say something about reading on the computer”). [PL] Ansible will be most
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disappointed if this fictional Kindle fails to be a malevolent device imbued
with the soul of a serial killer, which like the Necronomicon or The King in
Yellow brings terror and madness to its readers.
Clarke Award. The “longlist” of all 46 submitted novels appeared on 11
February at Torque Control (the ACCA’s own site had been hacked and
wasn’t then available). Stephen Hunt’s The Kingdom Beyond the Waves was
agreed to be ineligible, since his SFCrowsnest team supplied one of the
judges. Shortlist announcement expected mid-March.
As Others See Fanzines. “They were invented by fans of trashy science
fiction novels in the 1930s before their hand-written Xeroxed pages
chronicled the birth of punk.” (Stuart Nicholson, BBC, 25 Feb)
R.I.P. Robert C. Broughton (1917-2009), US camera effects specialist who
worked on virtually every Disney film from Snow White (1937) to The Black
Hole (1979), died on 19 January aged 91. [PDF]
• Hortense Calisher (1911-2009) US mainstream writer whose work includes
horror, alternate history (Journal from Ellipsia, 1965) and even spacegoing sf
(Mysteries of Motion, 1983), died on 13 January; she was 97. [JC]
• Chuck Crayne (1938-2009), US fan who was a founder of the NASFiC and
Bouchercon, died on 16 February – his 71st birthday. [AIP]
• Philip José Farmer (1918-2009), long-time US sf author who needs no
introduction, died on 25 February; he had celebrated his 91st birthday on 26
January. He won Hugos as Most Promising New Author in 1953, following
his pioneering alien-sex stories “The Lovers” (1952); for “Riders of the
Purple Wage” in Dangerous Visions (1967); and for To Your Scattered
Bodies Go (1971), opening the popular Riverworld series. He was perhaps
best loved for the exuberant science-fantasies of his World of Tiers,
beginning with The Maker of Universes (1965). The elaborately recursive
Wold Newton saga cheekily assumes that a single extended family of mutant
supermen includes Tarzan, Doc Savage, Sherlock Homes, Fu Manchu, and so
on to Nero Wolfe and James Bond. His sense of fun was irrepressible.
Writing – with Kurt Vonnegut’s permission – as Kilgore Trout, Farmer
unwittingly created a lasting embarrassment to Vonnegut in Venus on the
Half Shell (1975). In 2001, SFWA honoured him as a Grand Master.
• Stuart Gordon (Richard A.S. Gordon, 1947-2009), Scots-born writer whose
1965 sf debut was in New Worlds and whose early novels included Time
Story (1972) and the Eyes trilogy beginning with One-Eye (1973), died on 7
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February. He was 61. [DP]
• Robert Quarry (1925-2009), US actor in various sf films who played the
title role in Count Yorga, Vampire (1970) and its sequel, died on 20 February
aged 83. [SFS]
• Edward Upward (1903-2009), UK writer whose work (including the
Mortmere stories, with Christopher Isherwood) was often touched with
surreal fantasy, died on 13 February. [PDF] At 105 he was thought to be
Britain’s oldest living author.
Astronomy Masterclass. “A New York City apartment is like a home on the
moon. For all intents and purposes there isn’t anybody else around for a
million miles.” (Donald E. Westlake, The Mercenaries aka The Smashers,
1960) [BT]
Outraged Letters. Jim Meadows reminisces: “The Patrick McGoohan movie
that left an impression with me for some reason was the 1960s Disney fantasy
The Three Lives of Tomasina, based on a Paul Gallico book about a cat that
literally has multiple lives. I think a witch was involved somewhere. Patrick
McGoohan played the mandatory normal person who discovered all the
supernatural goings-on.”
As Others See Us. Literary agent Julie Barer marvels: “This is going to
sound crazy, but I read a novel this summer that blew me away, and it’s
science fiction. I’m not usually drawn to science fiction, but it was so
inventive and original and smart, and it took me somewhere I’d never been.”
(Poets & Writers, January/February 2009) [RF]
C.o.A. Jay Kinney (not a real move; former PO box closed), 3165-A 16th St,
San Francisco, CA 94103-3334, USA.
• Howard Waldrop, 2202 East 22 St, Austin, TX 78722, USA.
As Others See Some Of Us. The third week of February was reportedly a
good one for “GUYS WHO GO TO STAR TREK CONVENTIONS, after two Chicago
women launched a niche dating service called Nerds at Heart. ‘The people
are better looking than you’d expect,’ says co-founder Bathsheba Birman.”
(The Week, 20 February) [MMW]
SFWA Awards. Nebula shortlist: NOVEL Cory Doctorow, Little Brother;
Ursula K. Le Guin, Powers; Jack McDevitt, Cauldron; Ian McDonald,
Brasyl; Terry Pratchett, Making Money; David J. Schwartz, Superpowers.
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• NOVELLA Catherine Asaro, “The Spacetime Pool” (Analog 3/08); Gregory
Benford, “Dark Heaven” (Alien Crimes); Kelley Eskridge, “Dangerous
Space” (Dangerous Space); Charles Coleman Finlay, “The Political Prisoner”
(F&SF 8/08); Vera Nazarian, The Duke in His Castle.
• NOVELETTE Richard Bowes, “If Angels Fight” (F&SF 2/08); James Alan
Gardner, “The Ray Gun: A Love Story” (Asimov’s 2/08); Lisa Goldstein,
“Dark Rooms” (Asimov’s 10/07); John Kessel, “Pride and Prometheus”
(F&SF 1/08); Mary Rosenblum, “Night Wind” (Lace and Blade); Johanna
Sinisalo, “Baby Doll” (SFWA European Hall of Fame); K.D. Wentworth,
“Kaleidoscope” (F&SF 5/07).
• SHORT Mike Allen, “The Button Bin” (Helix 10/07); Jeffrey Ford, “The
Dreaming Wind” (The Coyote Road); Nina Kiriki Hoffman, “Trophy Wives”
(Fellowship Fantastic); Kij Johnson, “26 Monkeys, Also the Abyss”
(Asimov’s 7/08); Gwyneth Jones, “The Tomb Wife” (F&SF 8/07); James
Patrick Kelly, “Don’t Stop” (Asimov’s 6/07); Ruth Nestvold, “Mars: A
Traveler’s Guide” (Asimov’s 1/08).
• SCRIPT The Dark Knight, The Shrine, WALL-E.
• NORTON (YA) Kristin Cashore, Graceling; D.M. Cornish, Lamplighter;
Ingrid Law, Savvy; Mary E. Pearson, The Adoration of Jenna Fox; Ysabeau
S. Wilce, Flora’s Dare.
• The new Solstice awards are life achievement honours which differ from
Grandmaster and Author Emeritus in that winners need not be writers and are
allowed to be dead. 2009 winners are Kate Wilhelm, Martin H. Greenberg
and the late Algis Budrys. The Bradbury award for genre drama went to Joss
Whedon. Both these are presidential awards, not voted on by the SFWA
membership at large, though the Solstices need majority approval from the
board of directors.
Random Fandom. The UK SF Fandom Archive at Glasgow U, set up by
Naveed Khan in the early 1990s, was deleted without warning or explanation
this February. Ansible moved to my own webspace in 2005 (see A219 for the
sordid details) and I’ve restored most of the other material, but there are a lot
of now-broken links out there....
• Steven H. Silver seeks Murray Leinster reminiscences, appreciations and
photos for a memory book to be presented to the family on ML Day (see
above). Send by 31 May to murrayleinsterday at gmail com.
A259 Updates. 5,271,009 readers told me important things about Robbie the
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Robot and Lost in Space which I have already forgotten.
• Ellen Datlow escaped her London hospital ordeal and on 9 February posted
(from New York) that “I’m home and happy as a clam.”
More Film Awards. Oscars: Heath Ledger as supporting actor in The Dark
Knight, which also won for sound editing. The Curious Case of Benjamin
Button got art direction, makeup and visual effects, and WALL-E won as
animated feature.
• Mark Leeper on the On-line Film Critic Society awards for 2008: “For what
is probably the first time, the majority of awards went to fantasy films.”
WALL-E: best picture, original screenplay, animated feature. The Dark
Knight: director (Christopher Nolan), supporting actor (Heath Ledger),
cinematography, score. Let the Right One In: adapted screenplay, foreign
language film, breakthrough performance (Lina Leandersson) and film-maker
(Tomas Alfredson).
The Dead Past. Fifty Years Ago there was Brumcon 59, when Easter fell in
March: “Last weekend, the first British convention to be held under the
auspices of the British Science Fiction Association took place at the Imperial
Hotel Birmingham. [...] Guest of Honour was Kenneth F. Slater who spent a
small fortune buying coffee for late and all-night revellers!” (Skyrack 1, ed
Ron Bennett, April 1959)
Thog’s Masterclass. Novel Fantasy Scenarios Dept. “It was hinted that the
mythical sorceress, Aslewzia, had returned from her ice cave tomb where she
had long been interred by heroes and wizards of eld, sealed with the Seven
Abominable Signs of Umdrilkesh. Fear was in the land, in the snow, in the
icy air, in the whispers of grand dames and grand sires, in the squealings of
children and in the murmurings in the courts of kings. It was always the
same: ‘Aslewzia the Eight-Armed, the Weaver of the Web of Death, the
Spider Witch, the Long-Interred Sorceress, the Sorceress of Bale, is coming
and will once again be among us to reestablish her Ice Throne of Topaz and
Carnelian.’” (Michael J. Fantina, “Return of the Spider Witch”, Strange Tales
4:2, 2005) [DL]
• Dept of Possible Influences. “The city slept. Men slept. Women slept.
Children slept. Dogs and cats slept.” (Leo Brett [Lionel Fanthorpe], March of
the Robots, 1961)
• Astrogation Dept. “I was wondering if we could find some cloud of dust to
anchor to ...” (Clive Trent [Victor Rousseau], “Human Pyramid”, Spicy1061

Adventure Stories, April 1941) [DL]
• Dept of Emotional Diagnosis. “My face drew back from my skull as if I
were vomiting and tears ran from my eyes like blood from gashes. I was sad
–” (Neal Stephenson, Anathem, 2008) [AR]
• Stony Expressions Dept. “Her face seemed to have been stripped from a Mt.
Rushmore of condescension.” (Katherine Neville, The Fire, 2008) [MMW]
• House of Flying Digits Dept. “He hurled his pointing finger at Gizamon,
then pounded his fist on his chest.” (Laura Joh Rowland, The Snow Empress,
2007) [TAG]
• Dept of Too Much Vindaloo. “She was a human arrow, burning flames at
both ends, fired toward a single purpose.” (Ibid)

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 13 Mar 2009: Brum Group, Briar Rose, Bennett Hill, Birmingham city
centre. With Tony Ballantyne. 7:30pm for 8pm. £4; members £3. Contact
07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Future speakers include Bob
Blackham on 8 May; John Jarrold on 12 June; Jo Fletcher on 10 July.
• 2 Apr 2009: Juliet E McKenna talks at The Corner Club, Oxford. 7-8 pm.
Tickets £5.00. Oxfringe event:
http://oxfringe.com/
• 4 Apr 2009: Sarah Ash, Chaz Brenchley, Mark Chadbourn, Juliet E
McKenna, Ben Jeapes talk at Borders Bookshop, Oxford. 6pm-7:30pm. Free.
Oxfringe event, as above.
Fanfundery. DUFF 2009 runs from Australasia to Anticipation, the 2009
Montréal Worldcon. Nominations are open, closing 15 March; voting should
then continue until 17 May. More here:
http://sffanz.sf.org.nz/duff/
• TAFF reminder: European candidates for the TAFF trip to Anticipation are
Steve Green and Tom Womack. Voting continues to mid-April.
http://taff.org.uk/
Outraged Letters II. Andrew I. Porter on the fatal flaw of A259: “Another
good issue, marred by all those lies Andy Porter sent you.”
John Scalzi urged the readers of his hugely popular blog to nominate or
suggest the nomination of any candidate for this year’s Best Fan Writer Hugo
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category “who has not won the award in, oh, let’s say, the last 20 years”. I
couldn’t possibly comment.
2011 Worldcon Site Selection. Vote for Reno, or Reno!
http://www.anticipationsf.ca/English/SiteSelection
As The Book Trade Sees Us. Robert Day sent The Bookseller’s coverage of
“a fascinating evening of tomgeekery known as the Great Gollancz Quiz. In a
misleading understatement, the invite warned of ‘tough questions’ but luckily
there were numerous employees of sci-fi and cult retailer Forbidden Planet on
hand, providing a greater help in answering than the plethora of Gollancz
authors present, I might add.” Especially thrilling was the final “Plug-aminute” round, a contest of naked hype between the 11 authors: “Given 60
seconds to hype their latest novel, most chose to use the 60 seconds to
lambaste [sic] a delightfully game Joe Abercrombie, who began proceedings
with the statement that his forthcoming Best served cold contained ‘tonguechewing action’. Adam Roberts, meanwhile, confessed to the audience: ‘I
love you all ... because I’ve had a lot of free beer.’” (27 February) Alex Bell,
author and glutton, takes up the tale here:
http://www.alex-bell.co.uk/i-am-the-secret-love-child-of-richard-morganand-alistair-reynolds/ [post gone but this was its title]
Ansible 260 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2009. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
James Bacon, Barbara Barrett, Damien Broderick, John Clute, Paul Di
Filippo, Rose Fox, Terry A. Garey, David K.M. Klaus, Denny Lien, Frank
Lunney, James Nicoll, Andrew I. Porter, Chris Priest, David Pringle,
Publishers Lunch, Adam Roberts, SF Site, Steven H Silver, Bruce Townley,
Martin Morse Wooster, and our Hero Distributors: Vernon Brown (BSFG),
Janice Murray (North America), SCIS/Prophecy, Alan Stewart (Australia). 2
Mar 09.
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From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU. Web
news.ansible.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X
(e). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Brad Foster. Available for SAE, Juba Jelly
or Python Whiffets.

Festival of Fools
Mark Chadbourn was first to leak the unexpected news that “The Solaris
SF/F imprint has been put up for sale by its owner, Games Workshop.” This
year’s Solaris titles should all appear as scheduled, though, “as will every
book announced up to early 2010.” (2 March) “Ah, schadenwossname ... so
hard to spell,” added the sacked founding editor Marc Gascoigne. Simon &
Schuster UK, who distribute GW’s Solaris and Black Library imprints, have
reportedly considered acquiring Solaris.
Harlan Ellison (“Doctor, I have this terrible sense of déjà vu.”) is suing
CBS-Paramount over non-payment for exploitation of his Star Trek episode
“City on the Edge of Forever”. Also named in the suit, for persistent failure
to act on his behalf, is the Writers Guild of America with a token claim of
one dollar. (Deadline Hollywood Daily, 16 March)
Warren Lapine’s Tir Na Nog Press has bought Realms of Fantasy magazine
(cancelled by Sovereign Media): monthly publication should continue
seamlessly with the May issue. Editors: “Shawna McCarthy and Doug Cohen
have agreed to stay on in their current capacities.”
Dave McKean’s UK “fantasy” postage stamps come out on 16 June.
Stephenie Meyer has a sincere flatterer: “Lady Sybilla” blithely announced a
sequel to Meyer’s megaselling Twilight, using Meyer’s characters and titled
Russet Noon. The publisher, AV Paranormal (seemingly a front for the
author), has an interesting view of IP law: “Copyright laws protect writers
from unauthorized reproductions of their work, but such reproductions only
include verbatim copying. Characters are only copyrightable if their creator
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draws them or hires an artist to draw them.” [DKMK] A vast Monty Python
foot is poised to crash down.
Terry Pratchett was named Campaigner of the Year in The Oldie
magazine’s regular “Oldie of the Year” awards on 24 February.
Christopher Priest was announced as winner of the European SF Society
Grand Master award at Eurocon in Italy. [MAH] Ansible: “May we start
calling you Emeritus?” Chris: “A mere ‘Grand’ will do.”
Michael Swanwick gazed at contemporary art: “I recently went to the Tate
Modern where there’s a major installation by Dominique Gonzalez-Foerster
titled TH.2058, based on SF disaster novels and movies. The enormous
Turbine Hall has been re-imagined as a shelter from an endless rain and filled
with bunk beds and oversized copies of famous sculptures. (The rain has
made them grow, see, so they’ve been taken indoors before they get so large
as to be a problem.) Trade paperbacks of a rather good selection of classic
and contemporary science fiction novels are scattered about on the bunks as
something for the refugees to read. One of them, I noticed was M.P. Shiel’s
The Purple Cloud, with an intro by John Clute. So at the BSFA meeting a day
later I was able to inform Clute that his work was on display in the Tate.”

Convainquish
Click here for longlist with links.
All April • Dublin: One City, One Book events in Dublin: the 2009 book is
Bram Stoker’s Dracula. See www.dublinonecityonebook.ie.
10-13 Apr • LXcon (Eastercon), Cedar Court Hotel, Bradford. £55 reg, £30
concessions/under-25s/supp, £20 under-17s, £5 under-12s, under-5s and pre1965 Eastercon veterans free. Advance booking closes 3 April. £70 at the
door, or per-day rates: £15 Fri, £25 Sat, £25 Sun, £15 Mon. Contact 379
Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
17 Apr • BFS Open Night, The George, 213 Strand, London, WC2R 1AP.
7:30pm; people will be there earlier. PS Publishing launch.
22 Apr • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Terrace, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5/6pm onward. With Amanda Hemingway.
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24-26 Apr • Alt.Fiction, QUAD centre, Derby. POSTPONED, first to 20 June
2009 and now to 2010. Contact 01332 715434. (The former organizers no
longer work for the event sponsor, Derby Council.)
29 Apr • Clarke Award presentation, London. By invitation.
29 Apr - 4 May • Sci-Fi London (film), Apollo Piccadilly Cinema, 19 Regent
St, London, SW1Y 4LY. Box office 020 7451 9944.
30 Apr - 3 May • Dead by Dawn (horror film festival), Filmhouse Cinema
One, 88 Lothian Rd, Edinburgh, EH3 9BZ. Starts 10pm or later on 30 April.
£65. Box office 0131 228 2688. Also: 2 May, “Spawn of Dawn” selections
from DbD in Cinema Two. £25. Starts midnight Sat.
31 Jul - 2 Aug • Constitution (sf/f/RPG and Unicon) hosting HarmUni 4
(filk), Murray Edwards College (New Hall), Cambridge. £20 reg, rising to
£25 on 17 April and £30 on 1 July. Child prices will also rise. Contact 207
Campkin Rd, Cambridge, CB4 2LE.
11-13 Sep • The Asylum (steampunk), Lincoln. £30 reg, rising to £35 in
May. Online booking (£1 surcharge): steampunk.synthasite.com.
18-20 Sep • Fantasycon, Britannia Hotel, 1 St James St, Nottingham. Now
£60 reg (BFS members £50), rising to £70 (£60) on 1 July. Contact Beech
House, Chapel Lane, Moulton, Cheshire, CW9 8PQ.
10-11 Oct • Octocon 2009 lost its Dublin venue: the Park Inn Hotel has
closed. New venue expected soon, with no date change. GoH Mike Carey,
Dave Lally. Contact octocon2009 at gmail com.
24-31 Oct • Milford (UK) Writers’ Conference, Snowdonia. Published
authors only. £420 inc full board. Contact c/o Homeway House, 40 Westhay
Rd, Meare, Glastonbury, Somerset, BA6 9TL.
19-21 March 10 • Corflu, Winchester Hotel, Winchester. £40/$55 reg or
£10/$15 supp to 31 May 09. Rooms £80/night twin/double. Sterling: Pat
Charnock, 45 Kimberley Gardens, London, N4 1LD. US$: Robert Lichtman,
11037 Broadway Tce, Oakland, CA 94611-1948, USA.
25-28 Mar 10 • World Horror Convention, Royal Albion Hotel, Brighton.
Further guests: Dave Carson, David Case, Les Edwards (“Edward Miller”).
£60 reg. Contact PO Box 64317, London, NW6 9LL.
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2-5 Apr 10 • Odyssey 2010 (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel,
Heathrow, London. £45/€60 reg, rising to £55 on 16 April 09. See the
website for unwaged, junior, child and infant concessions. Contact: 5
Langhaul Rd, Crookston, Glasgow, G53 7SE.
25-27 Feb 11 • Redemption ’11 (multimedia sf), Britannia Hotel, Fairfax St,
Coventry, CV1 5RP. £40 reg, rising to £50 after 20 April 09. Contact 61
Chaucer Road, Farnborough, Hampshire, GU14 8SP.
Rumblings • Eurocons: 26-29 Aug 2010, Tricon (Czech/Polish/Slovak),
Cieszyn/Cesky Tesin, Polish/Czech border. • 17-19 Jun 2011: Eurocon 2011,
Stockholm. • 2014: possible UK Worldcon/Eurocon?

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Some Of Us. Barbie Doll fandom has found someone to look
down on: “Barbara Karleskint, 48, [spent] nearly $700 so she and one of her
dolls could wear matching red chiffon gowns and capes at an annual
collectors gathering.” She says, defiantly: “Look, we’re not as bad as the Star
Trek convention people.” (CNN, 9 March) [JD]
Hugo Shortlist. NOVEL Neal Stephenson, Anathem; Neil Gaiman, The
Graveyard Book; Cory Doctorow, Little Brother; Charles Stross, Saturn’s
Children; John Scalzi, Zoe’s Tale.
• NOVELLA Nancy Kress, “The Erdmann Nexus” (Asimov’s 10/08); Charles
Coleman Finlay, “The Political Prisoner” (F&SF 8/08); Ian McDonald, “The
Tear” (Galactic Empires); Benjamin Rosenbaum and Cory Doctorow, “True
Names” (Fast Forward 2); Robert Reed, “Truth” (Asimov’s 10/08).
• NOVELETTE Mike Resnick, “Alastair Baffle’s Emporium of Wonders”
(Asimov’s 1/08); Paolo Bacigalupi, “The Gambler” (Fast Forward 2); John
Kessel, “Pride and Prometheus” (F&SF 1/08); James Alan Gardner, “The
Ray-Gun: A Love Story” (Asimov’s 2/08); Elizabeth Bear, “Shoggoths in
Bloom” (Asimov’s 3/08).
• SHORT Kij Johnson, “26 Monkeys, Also the Abyss” (Asimov’s 7/08); Mike
Resnick, “Article of Faith” (Baen’s Universe 10/08); Mary Robinette Kowal,
“Evil Robot Monkey” (The Solaris Book of New Science Fiction 2); Ted
Chiang, “Exhalation” (Eclipse 2); Michael Swanwick, “From Babel’s Fall’n
Glory We Fled” (Asimov’s 2/08).
• RELATED BOOK Farah Mendlesohn, Rhetorics of Fantasy; Cathy & Arnie
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Fenner, eds, Spectrum 15; Lillian Stewart Carl & John Helfers, eds, The
Vorkosigan Companion; Paul Kincaid, What It Is We Do When We Read
Science Fiction; John Scalzi, Your Hate Mail Will be Graded.
• GRAPHIC STORY The Dresden Files: Welcome to the Jungle, Girl Genius,
Volume 8: Agatha Heterodyne and the Chapel of Bones, Fables: War and
Pieces, Schlock Mercenary: The Body Politic, Serenity: Better Days, Y: The
Last Man, Vol 10: Whys and Wherefores.
• DRAMATIC PRESENTATION, LONG FORM The Dark Knight, Hellboy II: The
Golden Army, Iron Man, METAtropolis (audiobook), WALL-E.
• DRAMATIC, SHORT FORM Lost: “The Constant”; Doctor Horrible’s Sing-Along
Blog; Battlestar Galactica: “Revelations”; Doctor Who: “Silence in the
Library/Forest of the Dead”; Doctor Who: “Turn Left”.
• EDITOR, SHORT FORM Ellen Datlow, Stanley Schmidt, Jonathan Strahan,
Gordon Van Gelder, Sheila Williams.
• EDITOR, LONG FORM Lou Anders, Ginjer Buchanan, David G. Hartwell, Beth
Meacham, Patrick Nielsen Hayden.
• PRO ARTIST Daniel Dos Santos, Bob Eggleton, Donato Giancola, John
Picacio, Shaun Tan.
• SEMIPROZINE Clarkesworld Magazine, Interzone, Locus, The New York
Review of SF, Weird Tales.
• FANZINE Argentus, Banana Wings, Challenger, The Drink Tank, Electric
Velocipede, File 770.
• FAN WRITER Chris Garcia, John Hertz, Dave Langford, Cheryl Morgan,
Steven H Silver.
• FAN ARTIST Alan F. Beck, Brad W. Foster, Sue Mason, Taral Wayne, Frank
Wu.
• CAMPBELL AWARD (new writer; not a Hugo) Aliette de Bodard, David
Anthony Durham, Felix Gilman, Tony Pi, Gord Sellar.
• Footnote: Steve Stiles was nominated as fan artist but withdrew, urging fans
to vote for Taral; John Scalzi, having asked people not to nominate him as
fan writer, had no need to withdraw but found much compensation
elsewhere; David Langford simply has no shame.
• Some credits and subtitles were cut to save space: full list here.
As Others See Us. Even Torchwood is transcending mere skiffiness now.
According to director Euros Lyn, the third season (“Children of Earth”)
“reaches out beyond the sci-fi genre. It’s a human story of epic proportions.”
(Wired, 6 March) [MKK]
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• Also: “First, let’s address the sci-fi thing. Yes, ‘Battlestar Galactica,’
henceforth ‘BSG,’ prominently features evil robots, some of which are sexy.
[...] Yes, there are numerous rousing space battles. And yes, there are enough
discussions of airlocks and jump coordinates and FTL drives that mentioning
the show in public will get you made fun of by at least one person within
earshot. / But, other than providing yet another warning about why not to
create artificial intelligence, it’s not really a science fiction show.” (Troy
Reimink, Mlive.com tv review, 19 March) [PC] Because it’s good.
Arthur C. Clarke Award shortlist: Ian R. MacLeod, Song of Time; Paul
McAuley, The Quiet War; Alastair Reynolds, House of Suns; Neal
Stephenson, Anathem; Sheri S. Tepper, The Margarets; Mark Wernham,
Martin Martin’s on the Other Side. Award presentation on 29 April.
Just Don’t Call It Siffy. The US SciFi Channel is rebranding as Syfy in July,
since the content “is broader than traditional science fiction.” (TV Week) (Joe
Gordon translates this broadness: “made-for-TV thriller movies ... softcore
naughty flicks that have no SF link at all.” The professional wrestling of
course counts as fantasy.) Tactful explanation of the change, from tv historian
Tim Brooks: “The name Sci Fi has been associated with geeks and
dysfunctional, antisocial boys in their basements with video games and stuff
like that, as opposed to the general public and the female audience in
particular.” Digging ever deeper, he added: “We spent a lot of time in the
’90s trying to distance the network from science fiction, which is largely why
it’s called Sci Fi.” Channel co-founder Mitch Rubenstein, noting that Isaac
Asimov gave “Sci-Fi Channel” his blessing, is very sure that Asimov’s
response to Syfy would have been “That’s just plain dumb.” [JG] The Sci Fi
Channel’s own ad agency disclaimed all responsibility for a brand-name
increasingly beset by syphilis jokes: “SyFy was a name generated internally
and pretested at the channel ...” [GD]
As Others See Essex. “No roads. No houses. Just miles of salt marsh and
milky sky. It’s this vista that inspired Orwell’s Martian landing in War of the
Worlds ...” (Stephen Emms, Guardian, 24 March; the web version has since
been furtively corrected) [DC]
R.I.P. Ali Bongo (William Wallace, 1929-2009), India-born UK stage
magician who appeared in The Tomorrow People (1975) and had been magic
adviser for Ace of Wands and Doctor Who, died on 8 March aged 79. [BB]
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• Jose Casanovas (1934-2009) Spanish comics artist well known in the UK
for his work in (among others) 2000AD, Starblazer and Starlord, died on 14
March. [JG]
• Michael Cox (1948-2009), UK biographer, novelist and horror critic who
edited The Oxford Book of English Ghost Stories (1986 with R.A. Gilbert)
and other Oxford genre anthologies, died in late March. [BR]
• Chester D. Cuthbert (1912-2009), Canadian member of First Fandom
whose fiction debut was in Hugo Gernsback’s Wonder Stories in 1934, died
on 20 March; he was 96. [F770]
• Andy Hallett (1975-2009), US actor who played the demon Lorne in 70+
episodes of Angel, died on 29 March aged 33. [MR]
• John Kennedy (1945-2009), US author who published a handful of sf stories
over four decades – the first in Galaxy in 1976 – died on 18 March; he was
63. [CP] Leigh Kennedy writes: “Together, we joined the Colorado workshop
in the mid-1970s, about the time he sold his first story to Galaxy. He never
seemed too bothered by his low output and only wrote when he felt it was
worthwhile. SF, writing and the workshop were the centre of his life. His
stories are collected in a chapbook, A Nova in a Bottle. Writers in the
workshop (many familiar names) knew John as an independent, sometimes
sharp, mostly accurate and funny critic. His workshop fellows will miss him
enormously and so will I.”
• Natasha Richardson (1963-2009), UK actress whose film parts included
Mary Shelley in Gothic (1986) and the lead in The Handmaid’s Tale (1990),
died on 18 March after a skiing injury. She was 45. [SG]
• Ron Silver (1946-2009), US actor best remembered from The West Wing,
died on 15 March aged 62. Genre credits include The Entity (1981), Timecop
(1994), The Arrival (1996), Shadow Zone: The Undead Express (1996) and
Ratz (2000). [IC]
No Sex Please, We’re Fannish. “I’m not afraid of sex, it’s just not
something I want to do. That’s probably why I delve into the world of science
fiction and Transformers, where sex isn’t an issue at all.” (Independent on
asexuality, or “syfy” as it is known, 17 March) [GD]
Outraged Letters. Michael Moorcock on being told that “his” word
Multiverse was the name of an LED installation at the National Gallery of
Art, Washington DC: “I think DC and Marvel should be included in the suit,
along with all those bloody physicists and businesses.... It’s an odd feeling,
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but at least I know how Mr Hoover felt.”
More Awards. Aeon (unpublished short): Colin Henchley, “Twinkle,
Twinkle”.
• Clareson (scholarship): Hal Hall.
• FAAn (Fanzine Activity Achievement) – Fanzine: Earl Kemp, eI. Writer:
Bruce Gillespie. Artist: Dan Steffan. Letterhack: Lloyd Penney. Online
Fanac: eFanzines.com. New Fanzine Fan: Jean Martin & Katrina Templeton
(tie)
• British Book Awards/Tesco Biography of the Year: the shortlist of six
includes J.G. Ballard’s Miracles of Life.
• Pilgrim (scholarship, life achievement): Brian Attebery.
• Prometheus (libertarian) novel shortlist: Iain Banks, Matter; Cory
Doctorow, Little Brother; Michael Flynn, The January Dancer; Charles
Stross, Saturn’s Children; Harry Turtledove, Opening Atlantis; Jo Walton,
Half a Crown.
• Skylark (NESFA life achievement): Terry Pratchett.
• Stoker (horror) novel shortlist: Gary Braunbeck, Coffin County; Nate
Kenyon, The Reach; Stephen King, Duma Key; Gregory Lamberson, Johnny
Gruesome.
As Others See Con-Goers. “... the half-clever, sort of obvious conceit of
staging a big action set piece in the middle of a science fiction convention full
of costumed fans and geeks.” (New York Times review of Race to Witch
Mountain, 13 March) [AIP]
BSFA in Hansard. The Picocon buzz was “BSFA mentioned in Parliament!”
Somewhat less excitingly: Stephen O’Brien, an MP with far too much time
on his hands, had been asking Parliamentary Questions about whether
government department staff have edited Wikipedia. And lo, the Secretary of
State for Culture, Media and Sport answered with a written list of “their”
Wikipedia edits, including UK sf authors, the Clarke Award and the British
SF Association. Another BSFA first? [TC]
C.o.A. Bridget Wilkinson, 562 Forest Road, Walthamstow, E17 3ED.
As Others See Fantasy. Iranian TV has exposed “Harry Potter and the
Ziono-Hollywoodist Conspiracy”. In brief: Potterverse magic = “witchcraft
and brainwashing” = “evil essence of Zionism”, because witchcraft was
invented by “rabbis of ancient Egypt”. (Harvard MESH, 11 March) Yes, it’s
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The Protocols of the Elders of Hogwarts. [DKMK]
Court Circular. The Massachusetts Superior Court dismissed the 2008
lawsuit filed against Ann Crispin and Victoria Strauss (of SFWA’s Writer
Beware) by Robert Fletcher and his Literary Agency Group, as extensively
featured in the WB “Thumbs Down Agency List”. Fletcher claimed he’d lost
$25,000 per month through these warnings, but failed to make any actual
case and will be countersued for legal fees. [SFWA]
Thog’s Masterclass. Gut Feelings Dept. “The small sound from deep in her
throat jerked open Grisha’s gut anger.” “Small angry teeth bit inside his gut.
They chewed at him a great deal these days.” “The tiny teeth bit so hard in
his stomach that he groaned aloud.” “Pain vomited through him and he
screamed.” (all from Stoney Compton, Russian Amerika, 2007) [NR]
• Mental Gymnastics Dept. “The gentle voice [...] droned on and on until each
repetition seemed to trampoline into the gray matter of my mind.” (Anne
McCaffrey, Restoree, 1967)
• Revelation Scene Dept. “‘By the Seven Signs! By the immortal Slid
herself!’ shouted Cargelo. ‘’Tis a potent rune, meant to be sung by an
especial one and by him only unto the devastation of Ashlewzia! My king,
your daugher, the lovely and elfin Jayz, is the sorceress who will crush the
Spider Witch like a frozen cockroach on an iron anvil!’” (Michael J. Fantina,
“Return of the Spider Witch”, Strange Tales 4:2, 2005) [DL]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 2 Apr 2009: Juliet E McKenna talks at The Corner Club, Oxford. 7-8 pm.
Tickets £5.00. Oxfringe event:
http://oxfringe.com/
• 3 Apr 2009: Brum Group, Briar Rose, Bennett Hill, Birmingham city
centre. With David A. Hardy. 7:30pm for 8pm. £4; members £3. Contact
07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Future speakers include Bob
Blackham on 8 May; John Jarrold on 12 June; Jo Fletcher on 10 July.
• 4 Apr 2009: Sarah Ash, Chaz Brenchley, Mark Chadbourn, Juliet E
McKenna, Ben Jeapes talk at Borders Bookshop, Oxford. 6pm-7:30pm. Free.
Oxfringe event, as above.
Outraged Letters II. Yvonne Hewett on A260’s Euro-Worldcon news: “Say
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it isn’t so. Not Worldcon at Excel [London] in 2014. Not Excel. No, please.
Have you seen Night of the Living Dead? That’s what the place turns people
into. No one would know it’s an SF convention. Everyone would be, like ...
normal.”
• Steve Stiles sends his Hugo Fan Artist Statement: “I’m always glad to get
the nomination, but this time around I want to pass in favor of another
nominee, Taral Wayne. For years I’ve admired his excellent skills as a
cartoonist, and for years I’ve watched him get passed over despite his
obvious talents. I believe this will be the eighth time Taral will have been
nominated, and as a GoH at Anticipation this will be his very best chance at
finally winning a well-deserved Hugo. / Since I suspect that we draw votes
from the same fan base, I wouldn’t want to jeopardize his chances at getting
this way overdue award.”
Bad News Updates. US fan artist Randy Bathurst’s death – from a sudden
heart attack on 10 January – featured in Newsweek as the lead-in of a story on
discount funerals. [AIP]
• Paul Williams’s family needs help:
http://www.boingboing.net/2009/03/31/family-of-crawdaddys.html
Fanfundery. DUFF: the 2009 race from Australasia to Anticipation, in
Montréal is on, with candidates Emma Hawkes, Chris Nelson, David Cake &
Grant Watson (joint), and Alison Barton. Voting deadline 17 May. More at
sffanz.sf.org.nz/duff.
• TAFF reminder: European candidates for the TAFF trip to Anticipation are
Steve Green and Tom Womack. Voting closes on 18 April. More details at
taff.org.uk.
• GUFF: Down-Under delegates Sue Ann Barber and Trevor Clark are at
large in the British Isles, with plenty of uncommitted time to meet fans and
fan groups:
http://guff-peeps.livejournal.com/898.html
Eurocon 2009 Hall of Fame Awards. Author: Robert Quaglia (Italy).
Promoter: Boris Sidyuk (Ukraine). Translator: Flora Stagliano (Italy).
Magazine: Nova SF (Sweden). Publisher: Metropolis Media (Hungary).
Artist: Franco Brambilla (Italy).
How To Render Thog Speechless.
http://vandonovan.livejournal.com/1088311.html
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http://vandonovan.livejournal.com/1088755.html
More Syfy. From 2001 to 2009, “SyFy Portal” was an sf media/Star Trek
site, but in February it rebranded as Airlock Alpha. Yes, the Sci Fi Channel
loved the brand name so much that they bought it in. [IC]
The Dead Past: Thought for the Day. Since Ansible is nominally a
semiprozine these days, perhaps it’s time to revive the vastly influential
Ansible Poll last seen 25 years ago in 1984. Everyone is entitled to vote, in all
the usual Hugo categories. Following established US semiprozine principles,
votes from those who do not subscribe to the printed Ansible will be weighted
at 10% of the value of a real vote. These simple rules are absolute and final,
but may be further changed after the polling deadline if the results should
come out wrong owing to the pernicious influence of online fan bases,
especially Cory Doctorow’s. Vote early, and vote correctly!
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2008/07/08/locus-pocus /
http://clarkesworld.livejournal.com/118704.html
http://file770.com/?p=292
http://www.sfawardswatch.com/?p=1491
Ansible 261 Copyright © Dave Langford, 2009. Thanks to Barbara Barrett,
Patrick Chapman, Dave Clements, Ian Covell, Tony Cullen, Gary Dalkin,
John DeNardo, Marc Gascoigne, Joe Gordon, Steve Green, Martin Hoare,
Mary Kay Kare, David K.M. Klaus, Denny Lien, Andrew I. Porter, Chris
Priest, Nonie Rider, Barbara Roden, Marcus Rowland and Hero Distributors:
Vernon Brown (BSFG), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS/Prophecy, Alan Stewart
(Australia). 1 Apr 09.
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A Swarm in May
Erik Arthur of London’s Fantasy Centre bookshop broke the bad news: “Be
the first to know that Ted [Ball] and Erik have decided that once our lease
expires in June, we shall not renew it and Fantasy Centre will close down
after nearly forty years of trading.” (2 April)
Margaret Atwood returns to a strangely familiar position while chatting to
the New York Times: “Her nightmarish, futuristic scenarios have caused some
of her books to be tagged as science fiction, though she thinks that genre
doesn’t quite fit – ‘since there aren’t aliens and spaceships and the other usual
things,’ she said.” [MF] Tut, Ms Atwood, you forgot to mention the talking
squid in outer space.
J.G. Ballard coverage (see R.I.P. below, alas) has been rightly extensive. On
25 April The Guardian published his last short story “The Dying Fall” as
though it were hot news straight from the deathbed, without bothering to cite
its appearance in the April 1996 Interzone. A Guardian correction, with
Interzone credit, appeared on 1 May. [DP]
Terry Bisson notes how the world sees sf. “News opinionator Keith
Olberman on the US torture memos: ‘Today, Mr. President, in
acknowledging these science-fiction-like documents, you said that ...’ etc.”
Tessa B. Dick, Philip K. Dick’s widow, is suing the estate’s production
company Electric Shepherd and various others (including the literary agency
and Dick’s daughter Laura Leslie), alleging she has been evilly deprived of
proceeds from Ubik and A Scanner Darkly. [cj]
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L. Ron Hubbard fans who recall bitter disputes and lawsuits over the
carefully documented biographical revelations in Russell Miller’s BareFaced Messiah will be surprised to learn that “the basic outline of L. Ron
Hubbard’s life is not contested.” All negativity – including many a judicial
condemnation – has seemingly been excluded from Scientology ed. James R.
Lewis, published by the Oxford! University! Press!
Terry Pratchett unveiled street signs on a new housing estate in Wincanton,
Somerset, which by popular local vote had been named for streets in his
Discworld city of Ankh-Morpork: Treacle Mine Road and Peach Pie Street.
“Personally I’d pay good money to live somewhere called Treacle Mine
Road.” (Telegraph and Metro, 5 and 6 April) [JB]
Brian Stableford, despite a crippling attack of the third person, feels quietly
smug: “Thanks to sudden clearance of the revived Borgo Press’s backlog,
Brian Stableford published eight books in the month of March (plus one in
January, one in February and one in April), which is probably not a record
but must be a trifle unusual. The eleven titles published so far this year
include three novels, three short story collections, one non-fiction book, three
essay collections and an anthology of translations from the French. He has
only delivered one volume so far this year but will deliver another five before
the end of April, in the hope of maintaining the flow while he is still able to
work.”
Bryan Talbot outed himself as an artistic cross-dresser – confessing that the
“new” “French” artist Veronique Tanaka, creator of last year’s stylistically
weird comic Metronome, is in fact Bryan Talbot. [JG]

Confert
Until 4 May • Sci-Fi London (film), Apollo Piccadilly Cinema, 19 Regent St,
London, SW1Y 4LY. Box office 020 7451 9944.
18-21 May • SF & Fantasy Writing (writers’ course), Kingston University
London, Penrhyn Road Campus, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey, KT1 2EE.
6pm-9pm. With Paul McAuley. £180; students £120. Contact 020 8417 7790
or fassshortcourse-info at kingston ac uk.
23-25 May • plokta.con 4.0, Sunningdale Park, Berks. £30 reg (also at the
door), under-17s £15, under-12s free. Rooms £80/night twin/double, £60
1076

single. Cheques to Plokta c/o 13 Collette Court, Eleanor Close, London,
SE16 6PW; PayPal to mike at plokta dot com.
27 May • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Terrace, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5/6pm onward. With Jaine Fenn.
31 Jul - 2 Aug • Constitution (sf/f/RPG and Unicon) hosting HarmUni 4
(filk), Murray Edwards College (formerly known as New Hall), Cambridge.
Now £25 reg, rising to £30 on 1 July. Contact 207 Campkin Rd, Cambridge,
CB4 2LE.
11-13 Sep • The Asylum (steampunk), Lincoln. Now £35 reg. Online
booking (£1 surcharge): steampunk.synthasite.com.
10-11 Oct • Octocon 2009, Camden Court Hotel, Camden St, Dublin 2 (new
venue as predicted). GoH Mike Carey, Dave Lally. Rates still awaited.
Contact octocon2009 at gmail com.
19-21 March 10 • Corflu Cobalt, Winchester Hotel, Winchester. £40/$55 reg
or £10/$15 supp to 31 May 09. Rooms £80/night twin/double. Sterling to 45
Kimberley Gardens, London, N4 1LD. US$: Robert Lichtman, 11037
Broadway Tce, Oakland, CA 94611-1948, USA.
2-5 Apr 10 • Odyssey 2010 (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel,
Heathrow, London. Now £55 reg. See the website for unwaged, junior, child
and infant concessions. Contact: 5 Langhaul Rd, Crookston, Glasgow, G53
7SE.
25-27 Feb 11 • Redemption ’11 (multimedia sf), Britannia Hotel, Fairfax St,
Coventry, CV1 5RP. Now £50 reg. Contact 61 Chaucer Road, Farnborough,
Hampshire, GU14 8SP.
Rumblings • Euro-Worldcon 2014 bid: still considering Glasgow, London
and (a smaller option) the Hague. Constitutional stuff now in progress: Mike
Scott and Steve Cooper are standing as co-chairs. [JB]

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Some Of Us. Vanity Fair on the NY Times publisher, Arthur
Ochs Sulzberger Jr: “While clearly smart, Arthur is not especially
intellectual. For what it’s worth, he is a Star Trek fan.” [GS]
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• The Daily Telegraph reckons Trek fandom is utterly changed by the new
film: “We all know what your typical Trekkie looks like: he wears a rancid,
bulging T-shirt over his enormous Comic-Book-Guy-style belly, reeks of Pot
Noodles, lives alone, communicates in fluent Klingon and never tires of
explaining that proper Star Trek fans call themselves Trekkers – never
Trekkies. / Not any more.” (James Delingpole, 22 April) [MPJ]
Awards. Arthur C. Clarke: Ian R. MacLeod, Song of Time.
• BSFA. Novel: Ken MacLeod, The Night Sessions. Short: Ted Chiang,
“Exhalation” (Eclipse 2). Nonfiction: Farah Mendlesohn, Rhetorics of
Fantasy. Artwork: Andy Bigwood, cover of Subterfuge ed. Ian Whates.
• Philip K. Dick: Adam-Troy Castro, Emissaries from the Dead, and David
Walton, Terminal Mind (tie).
• David Gemmell Legend (heroic fantasy) shortlist: Joe Abercrombie, Last
Argument of Kings; Juliet Marillier, Heir to Sevenwaters; Brandon
Sanderson, The Hero of Ages; Andrzej Sapkowski, Blood of Elves; Brent
Weeks, The Way of Shadows.
• LA Times Book Prizes: Terry Pratchett’s Nation won the YA category.
• Nebulas. Novel: Ursula K. Le Guin, Powers. Novella: Catherine Asaro,
“The Spacetime Pool” (Analog 3/08). Novelette: John Kessel, “Pride and
Prometheus” (F&SF 1/08). Short: Nina Kiriki Hoffman, “Trophy Wives”
(Fellowship Fantastic). Script: WALL-E. Andre Norton (YA): Ysabeau S.
Wilce, Flora’s Dare [inordinately long subtitle omitted]. New Nebula rules
now come into effect, removing “rolling eligibility” so the Nebulas are given
for work published in the USA in the previous calendar year only. One oddity
of the old system was that the Nebulas presented in 2007, notionally for
2006, went without exception to work published in 2005.
• SF Hall of Fame inductees for 2009: Edward L. Ferman, Frank R. Paul,
Michael Whelan, Connie Willis.
• Tiptree: Patrick Ness, The Knife of Never Letting Go, and Nisi Shawl, Filter
House (collection). [PM]
Better Than Food Pills. The C.C.W. Flask (Chemically Combined Water
Flask) is not only light and portable, but “practically inexhaustible”. Thus:
“Strongly made in two compartments, opening by a pinhole aperture into a
common tube near the neck, and filled respectively with pure compressed
oxygen and hydrogen, all that was needed was gently to press a brass stud
which, allowing the gases to combine as they issued from their apertures,
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formed at once H20, or pure water. The flask was said to hold the equivalent
of 1,000 gallons of water.” (“Luke Courteney”, Travels in the Interior, 1887)
And it’s very handy for making tea or coffee: “... by simply pressing the stud
harder, and thus allowing the gases to combine more rapidly, I can produce
any temperature of water up to boiling.” [AR]
Magazine Scene. M.J. Simpson reports: “Visual Imagination appears to be
no more. There has been no sign of a new Starburst, Shivers, TV Zone or Cult
Times since before Christmas and the company has several outstanding court
judgements, some of them very large. They still owe me twenty quid but I’ve
written that off. Perhaps Visimag will be reborn but it seems unlikely. /
Somewhat more startling is that Starlog seems to have ceased publication
although the website continues as an adjunct to the still successful Fangoria.
[...] Both Starburst and Starlog have been published continually for more
than thirty years.” Starlog describes the suspension of its print edition after
issue #374 as “temporary cessation”.
• At Wildside Press, H.P. Lovecraft’s Magazine of Horror has merged with
Weird Tales. [DL]
• Apex Magazine is suspending publication after its May issue, says publisher
Jason Sizemore.
In Spellcheck Veritas. From the Philadelphia Inquirer’s feature on Samuel
R. Delany: “‘His range of characters was unprecedented,’ said Philadelphia
sci-fi and fantasy writer Michael Swankier, author of The Dragons of Babel.”
(5 April) Later the piece quotes a curator at the SF Hall of Fame saying that
SRD was “writing in opposition to the golden age of science fiction, with its
brassy broads and manly dudes with ray guns” – an era which, as PI staffer
Tirdad Derakhshani helpfully adds, was “ushered in by Asimov and
Heinlein”. Ushered in? H’mm.
As Others See Us. On Red Dwarf and coolth: “For all his veniality and
selfishness, Cat was a cool, smart dresser, unlike most Red Dwarf fans, who
smelt of piss.” (Patrick West, spiked, 3 April) [KMcL]
R.I.P. Dave Arneson (1947-2009), co-creator with the late Gary Gygax of the
Dungeons and Dragons role-playing game, died from cancer on 7 April; he
was 61. [MR]
• Bea(trice) Arthur (1922-2009), US actress who appeared in the dire Star
Wars Holiday Special (1978) and did voice work for Futurama, died on 22
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April aged 86. [LP]
• J.G. Ballard (1930-2009), another author who needs no introduction, died
from cancer on 19 April; he was 78. His remarkable short stories of the late
1950s and through the 1960s, infused with surrealism and offbeat
psychology, rearranged the spectrum of sf possibilities. Memorable novels
followed, moving from the poetic sf of The Drowned World (1962) and The
Crystal World (1966) to such near-mainstream fictions as the controversial
Crash (1973). His haunting fictionalization of his own childhood in wartime
Shanghai, Empire of the Sun (1984), was a bestseller and was filmed. At his
best he depth-charged our minds with unforgettable imagery. Who could
forget “The Voices of Time”?
• Jack Cardiff (1914-2009), UK cinematographer who worked on Things to
Come and The Man Who Could Work Miracles in 1936 and photographed A
Matter of Life and Death (1946), died on 22 April aged 94. [BB] Later work
included Ghost Story (1981) Conan the Destroyer (1984), Call from Space
(1989) and Poe’s The Tell-Tale Heart (2004) – a long career indeed.
• Tom Deitz (1952-2009), US fan and author of some 20 fantasy novels
beginning with Windmaster’s Bane (1986) and including the 1991-1993
Soulsmith trilogy, died on 27 April.
• John Fairfax (1930-2009), UK poet, editor and co-founder of the Arvon
Foundation, whose Frontier of Going (1969) was an important early
anthology of sf poetry, died on 14 January; he was 78. [SS]
• Hans Holzer (1920-2009), Austrian-born paranormal pundit and prolific
nonfiction author who studied the “Amityville Horror” case and wrote two
novels about it (plus other supernatural fictions including the Randy
Knowles: Psychic Detective series), died on 26 April. He was 89. [PDF]
• Larry Maddock (Jack Jardine, 1931-2009), US author of the 1960s “Agent
of T.E.R.R.A.” series whose 4 volumes began with The Flying Saucer
Gambit (1966), died on 14 April aged 77. [DP] He also wrote as Arthur
Farmer and, with his wife Julie Ann Jardine, as Howard L Cory.
• Ken Rand (1946-2009), US author of Phoenix (2004), several subsequent
genre novels and many short stories, died on 21 April; he was 62. [L]
• Frank Springer (1929-2009), US comics artist who worked on The
Phantom, Nick Fury, Spider-Man and Batman (among others), and also drew
comics parodies for National Lampoon, died on 2 April aged 79. [DKMK]
As Others Remember Us. Question from quizmaster Dale Winton on
BBC1’s In It To Win It: “Which fictional character was also called Lord
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Greystoke?” Contestant: “Lawrence of Arabia.” [PE]
TAFF. Steve Green won the 2009 westbound TransAtlantic Fan Fund race
with a first-round majority and will travel to this year’s Worldcon in
Montréal, Canada. Voting: Steve 150, Tom Womack 15, No Preference 10,
Hold Over Funds 0.
• Suzanne Tompkins has published the imaginatively titled Jerry’s Suzle’s
2005 TAFF Trip Report: $7 from her at PO Box 25075, Seattle, WA 98165,
USA. Proceeds to TAFF.
Publishers & Sinners. Sean Wallace is leaving Wildside Press to focus on
his own publishing house Prime Books. His last two projects for Wildside’s
imprint Cosmos Books are both by a shadowy figure called Langford: The
Limbo Files (more old magazine columns; already available) and
Starcombing (newly collected essays, reviews, columns and oddments, with a
deeply learned introduction by Adam Roberts; should be out this month). All
Ansible readers are urged to buy both!
Insider Tip. Inktip.com, the US film and tv writers’ site, revealed what sf
movie people really want. Sammy Montana, vice-president of Trancas
International Films, spills the beans: “We had trouble finding unoriginal ideas
told in an original way for Sci-Fi pilots. This all changed when we found Jeff
Reese’s ‘Jake in Flux’ on InkTip.” [AS]
More on Singularity U. A Google spokesman reassures us about this new
US university (see A260): “Some of the stuff feels very science fiction to me.
But that’s not necessarily a bad thing. There’s an idealism that speaks well of
the university. When you try to work on the future, you’re going to be wrong
sometimes. A little zaniness goes a long way.” Journalist David Gelles
likewise calms our natural fears: “For all of the sci-fi overtones, the projects
that come out of Singularity university will be well-intentioned, and it seems
unlikely that any malicious artificial intelligence will be designed in the halls
of Ames Research Centre – or at least in SU’s corner.” Oh good! (Financial
Times, 25 April) [MMW]
Outraged Letters. Simon R. Green: “I feel like I’ve been neglecting you of
late, so I thought you’d like to know a certain character called Langford will
be horribly killed, in the fourth Secret Histories book, From Hell with Love.
Remember when you could pay to be written in as a character in the Perry
Rhodan books? Maybe you could bribe me not to....”
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• Lloyd Wood on A261: “1. My local Waterstone’s has a big sign up at the
back of the shop saying ‘Si-Fi’. The shape of things to come? 2. Michael
Swanwick must have gone to the Tate Modern early in the installation’s life.
I went late, and all that was left of the trade paperbacks were a few limp
foreign-language copies lying, scattered sparsely, on empty metal bunk
frames. All the English books had been nicked. When I try to imagine a
shelter from an endless rain accompanied by bad SF paperbacks, the South
Bank Book Market just along the Thames under Waterloo bridge springs
immediately to mind. Isn’t commerce supposed to imitate art, not the other
way around?”
As Others Liken Us. SF is like collateralized debt obligations of assetbacked securities, according to Gillian Tett of the Financial Times when
asked about such alarming entities: “Well essentially, that is part of this rich
vein of what we call alphabet soup, all these products with weird names that
frankly sound like something out of science fiction or some branch of the
pharmaceutical industry.” (NPR interview) [DH]
C.o.A. Eric Lindsay and Jean Weber, 544 Carlyle Gardens, Beck Drive
North, Condon, Qld 4815, Australia. SFX moved offices; postal address
unchanged. Pete Young, 22 Tippings Lane, Woodley, Berks, RG5 4RX.
As Others See JGB: “The prescience of Mr. Ballard’s work and its harsh
conflation of the present and the future often resulted in comparisons to
writers like Huxley and Orwell. ‘His fabulistic style led people to review his
work as science fiction,’ said Robert Weil, Mr. Ballard’s American editor at
Norton. ‘But that’s like calling “Brave New World” science fiction, or
“1984.”’” (Bruce Weber, New York Times, 21 April) [MF] And of course no
one would ever do that.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Raging Metaphor and Awesome Climax.
“Penny was a raincloud. Lightning flashed over her office desk as she rained
all over her paperwork. As Ross drew closer, he could make out her features,
hidden within the swirling cumulonimbus. Obviously, he had come on a bad
day. He stopped in front of Penny’s desk and cleared his throat. The clouds
roiled about darkly as she looked up. ‘Oh, hi. He’s expecting you.’ Said
flatly, from somewhere within the thunderstorm.” (Nicholas Yermakov,
Clique, 1982) [LM]
• Gyropygia Dept. “The [aircraft] carrier shuddered. Men sagged, spun on
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their bottoms.” (Philip Wylie, The Answer, 1955) [PB]
• Dept of In Space No One Can ... “Tom [Corbett] looked up and saw the
deep blackness that was space. ‘It’s like looking into a mirror, Roger,’ he
breathed in awe. ‘Only there isn’t any other side – no reflection.’” (Carey
Rockwell, Stand By For Mars!, 1952) [AR]
• Unseen but Evocative Aliens Dept. “The alien voices were now a
continuous scream of fear without perceptible inter-modulation, but rapidly
becoming thinner as though the members of that unholy choir were sinking
one by one and drowning in their terrible pool of treacle.” (Colin Kapp, The
Patterns of Chaos, 1972)

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 8 May 2009: Brum Group, Briar Rose, Bennett Hill, Birmingham city
centre. With John Jarrold. 7:30pm for 8pm. £4; members £3. Contact 07845
897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Future speakers include Jo Fletcher
on 10 July.
R.I.P. continued. Peter Rogers (1914-2009), UK producer of the raucous
Carry On film farces, died on 14 April; he was 95. Carry on Screaming!
(1966) spoofs the Dracula/Frankenstein movie horror genre, Carry on Up the
Jungle (1970) tackles the Tarzan legend, and prehistoric adventures are
mocked in “Carry on Caveman” (1973, not a full-length film but part of a
Carry on Christmas tv special).
Late News. SF/fantasy author Aaron Allston had a heart attack on 29 March,
followed by a quadruple bypass operation. His recovery looks promising.
Updates posted here, along with info about where to send any donations
towards his massive hospital bills. [NR]
Ansible 262 Copyright © David Langford, 2009. Thanks to James Bacon,
Paul Barnett, Barbara Barrett, John Birchby, Paul Di Filippo, Moshe Feder,
Joe Gordon, Dan Hoey, Martyn P. Jackson, carl juarez, David K.M. Klaus,
Denny Lien, Locus, Ken MacLeod, Linda Marques, Lawrence Person, David
Pringle, Private Eye, Nonie Rider, Adam Roberts, Marcus Rowland, Graham
Sleight, Steve Sneyd, Alex Stewart, Martin Morse Wooster and Hero
Distributors: Dave Corby (BSFG), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS/Prophecy,
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Alan Stewart (Australia). 1 May 09.
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The Dark of the June
J.G. Ballard was in The New Yorker in May with another apparently new
story, “The Autobiography of J.G.B.” – which like the Guardian’s “The
Dying Fall” had been in Interzone in 1996, as “The Secret Autobiography of
J. G. B******”, and before that in Ambit in 1984. [ED] (Yes, Mr Pringle, we
know it first appeared in French in 1981.)
Late addendum because people are asking: the French appearance
was in a fanzine called Etoile Mecanique. Information from that
nice Mr Pringle, to whom thanks.
Harlan Ellison turned down his home town’s Cleveland Arts Prize for life
achievement, after discovering that not only was he expected to pay all travel
and accommodation expenses but he would be allowed only a three-minute
acceptance speech and, by the way, did he know any Clevelanders who could
help with event sponsorship by buying an ad in the souvenir book?
(Cleveland.com “The Plain Dealer”, 8 May) [TJ]
Diana Wynne Jones has been suffering tiresome and exhausting medical
tests, and may yet need to go into hospital for an operation. She’s very sorry
that she had to cancel her guest-of-honour appearances at Plokta.con (May)
and the coming conference on her works (July; see below).
Ursula K. Le Guin reacted splendidly to the editorial explanation that J.G.
Ballard didn’t write sf (“But that’s like calling Brave New World science
fiction, or 1984.” – see A262.) “Every time I read this sentence it suggests
more parallels: / ‘But that’s like calling Don Quixote a novel.’ / ‘But that’s
like calling The Lord of the Rings a fantasy.’ / ‘But that’s like calling Utopia
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a utopia ...’” (Ursulakleguin.com, 6 May)
Rog Peyton, hero sf book dealer – late of Andromeda Book Co and now
trading as Replay Books – warns that the End Times are closing in: “I’m
desperately trying to fully retire at the end of the year (honest!) ... Novacon
39 [November 2009] will be the last convention I sell books at.”

Conferrumination
3 Jun • Story of London, Conference Centre, British Library. 6:30pm. With
Iain Sinclair. £6, £4 concessions. Box office 01937 546546.
6 Jun • PKD-Day 3 (Dick), Nottingham Trent University, George Eliot
Building, Clifton Campus, Clifton Lane, Nottingham. 10am-5pm. Free, but
request a place: john dot goodridge at ntu dot ac dot uk.
11 Jun • British Fantasy Society Open Night, Cask & Still pub, 154 Hope
St, Glasgow. 7pm onward. All welcome.
24 Jun • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Terrace, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5/6pm onward. With Ian Whates.
27 Jun • BSFA/SF Foundation event, Conway Hall, Red Lion Square,
London. 10:30am-?5pm (then to pub). Including both BSFA and SFF AGMs,
plus other programme items. All welcome.
25-28 Jun • The Perelandra Project, Oxford. Swann/Marsh opera (long
embargoed) of C.S. Lewis novel in Keble Collage Chapel on 25th, £20;
Sheldonian Theatre 26th, £10-£37; book via Tickets Oxford box office,
01865 305305. Also colloquium at St Stephen’s House, 26-27 June, with
Walter Hooper; £100 residential, £65 non-residential, both inc opera ticket.
Contact admin at perelandraproject dot org.
29 Jun • Story of London, Conference Centre, British Library. 6:30pm.
Michael Moorcock in conversation with Alan Moore, introduced by Iain
Sinclair. £6, £4 concessions. Box office 01937 546546.
3 Jul • British Fantasy Society Open Night, The George, Fleet Street
(pedantically, 213 Strand), London, WC2R 1AP. 6-10pm. Free.
3-5 Jul • Diana Wynne Jones conference. GoH Sharyn November, replacing
Diana Wynne Jones, who had to withdraw as noted above. £200 (students
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£168) inc room for 2 nights and meals. Day, inc food: Fri £30 (£22), Sat £70
(£55), Sun £50 (£37). Contact 23 Ranelagh Road, London, N17 6XY; farah
dot sf at gmail dot com.
18 Jul • Bristol Beer & Blake’s 7 open meeting, Knight’s Templar, Unit 1,
Temple Square, Temple Quay, BS1 6DG. 12:15pm-7pm.
25-26 Jul • Satellite 2, Crowne Plaza Hotel, Glasgow. Now £45 reg. Advance
booking closes 17 July: £50 at the door. Day: £25 at the door only. Contact
33b Hardridge Rd, Corkerhill, Glasgow, G52 1RH.
31 Jul - 2 Aug • Constitution (sf, fantasy, RPG, Unicon) hosting HarmUni 4
(filk), Murray Edwards College, Cambridge. £25 reg, rising to £30 on 1 July;
under-18s £10; under-11s £5; under-5s free. Contact 207 Campkin Rd,
Cambridge, CB4 2LE; info at constitution-con org uk.
6-10 Aug • Anticipation (67th Worldcon), Palais des congrès de Montréal,
Montréal, Canada. Membership rates until 15 July:
$Can240/$US210/£135/€150/Yen20,000 reg; upgrade supporting to full
membership, $Can185/$US160/£105/€115/Yen15,000; supporting
$Can55/$US50/£30/€35/Yen5,000. Hugo voting (online or mail) closes 3
July. Contact PO Box 105, Station NDG, Montréal, QC, H4A 3P4, Canada.
18-20 Sep • Fantasycon, Britannia Hotel, 1 St James St, Nottingham. Added
GoH Gail Z. Martin. £60 reg (BFS members £50) until 30 June; £70 (£60)
thereafter. £30 Sat only; banquet £35. Contact Beech House, Chapel Lane,
Moulton, Cheshire CW9 8PQ.
10-11 Oct • Octocon 2009, Camden Court Hotel, Camden St, Dublin 2: this
is a new venue as predicted. GoH Mike Carey, Dave Lally. Membership rates
still awaited. Contact octocon2009 at gmail com.
26 Feb - 1 Mar 10 • AKFT 15 (Trek), Tintagel Castle Hotel, Cornwall – not
yet confirmed. Registration is expected to cost £25, with £5 increases on 1
Sep and 1 Dec. Contact address TBA.
5-7 Mar 10 • Phoenix Con (P-Con) 7, Central Hotel, Exchequer St, Dublin.
GoH Iain M. Banks. €30 reg, students €15, supp €10. Rates to be reviewed
after October. Cheques to Peter McClean. Contact c/o 6 Weston Ave, Lucan,
County Dublin, Ireland.
19-21 Mar 10 • Corflu Cobalt, Winchester Hotel, Winchester. Now £45/$65
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reg until 16 Jan; £10/$15 supporting, as before. Sterling to 45 Kimberley
Gardens, London, N4 1LD. US dollars to Robert Lichtman, 11037 Broadway
Tce, Oakland, CA 94611-1948, USA.
25-27 Sep 10 • Albacon, Holiday Inn, Glasgow Airport. “We
have not achieved our advance membership targets ...” with reportedly only
40 members: “After much deliberation [..] we have opted to cancel now as
the financial risk is too great, particularly considering the current economic
climate.” Refunds should be now be progress. Contact 1/2 10 Holmlea Rd,
Glasgow, G44 4AH.
CANCELLED:

Rumblings • More cancellation reminders: Aetherica (19-21 Jun, Chester)
and Sectus 2009 (26-29 Jun, N. Wales) are not happening.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Star Trek. “Who likes this stuff? Forty-year-old nerds who
still live with their parents, for a start. [...] The most devoted of them are
compelled to decorate their homes in Star Trek motifs, dress up in exact
replicas of Starfleet uniforms, attempt to reconcile inconsistencies between
episodes, and assimilate hoards [sic] of trivia questions ...” (The Week, 16
May) [JB]
• Dept of Added Metaphor. “Star Trek is a boisterous adventure incorporating
that most reliable of plot devices, a black hole, which allows the filmmakers
to ride roughshod over the past.” (Richmond and Twickenham Times, 15
May) [YH]
Awards. Compton Crook (first novel): Paul Melko, Singularity’s Ring.
• Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize: Julia Eccleshare, chair of the longlist
judges, says, “We haven’t really got any fantasy. There is still a lot of fantasy
around, but exceptional fantasy has always been rather hard to find”. The
longlist includes alternate history (Terry Pratchett, Nation) and postapocalyptic sf (Bernard Beckett, Genesis). (Guardian, 23 May)
Magazine Scene. Paradox: The Magazine of Historical & Speculative
Fiction, ed. Christopher M. Cevasco, ceased with its 13th (May) issue.
As Others Compare Us. “When writing the goals and objectives section of a
foundation grant proposal, grant seekers are like sci-fi writers. They envision
the future. Of course, there is one critical difference: whereas sci-fi writers
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generally present fantasy, grant seekers discuss what is realistic and feasible.”
(Cheryl A. Clarke, Storytelling for Grantseekers, 2001) [PL]
R.I.P. Wayne Allwine (1947-2009) US actor who voiced Mickey Mouse for
Disney since 1977, died on 18 May. As sound effects editor he worked on
Star Trek V, The Black Cauldron and other genre films. [SFS]. John Atkins
(1916-2009), UK author of some fantasy and sf including the future-historical
Tomorrow Revealed (1955), died on 31 March aged 92. [JC]
• John Blankenchip (1919-2009), US theatre designer and director who as
resident designer for Ray Bradbury’s Pandemonium Theatre Company had
been working on an Autumn 2009 production of The Martian Chronicles,
died on 1 April; he was 89. [AIP]
• Mickey Carroll (1919-2009), four-foot-three US actor who built a career on
his Munchkin roles in The Wizard of Oz (1939), died on 7 May aged 89. [BB]
• Dom DeLuise (1933-2009), popular US comedy actor with parts in several
Mel Brooks films – including the voice of Pizza the Hutt in Spaceballs
(1987) – and assorted genre tv series, died on 4 May aged 75. [BB]
• Abigail Frost (1951-2009), UK fan and arts critic active in fanzines (and
later convention newsletters) from 1979 to the mid-1990s, died from an
undiagnosed heart problem at the end of April; she was 57. Roz Kaveney
writes: “You should all have known her at her best, jabbing away with a
perpetual cigarette, cracking wise as if she was at the Algonquin, slightly
tipsy and slightly out of control and combining her part-Italian heritage with
a very English dryness.”
• Alan Keeley, UK horror movie fan who as “Mister Damage” coedited the
1992-3 spoof fanzine Horrorshow with Steve Green (“Eddie Trenchcoat”),
died on 22 May. He was 52. [SG]
• James Kirkup (1918-2008), UK-born writer and poet who was long
embarrassed by the notoriety and (successful) blasphemy prosecution of his
1976 Gay News poem about Christ, died on 10 May; he was 91. Kirkup
published two fantasy plays and an eccentric sf satire, Queens Have Died
Young and Fair (1993). [JC]
• Kaoru Kurimoto (Sumiyo Imaoka, 1953-2009), Japanese author of the 126volume Guin Saga fantasy (and latterly animé) sequence plus many other
novels, died on 26 May aged 56. [PDF]
• Robert Louit (1944-2009), French sf editor and critic who translated Crash
and other J.G. Ballard novels (plus work by Graham Greene, Robert
Silverberg and others), died on 13 May aged 64. [RS/DP] Authors published
1089

by his Dimension SF imprint included Philip K. Dick and Christopher Priest
– who writes: “Robert made my career in France, buying Inverted World at a
time when I’d lost confidence in it (lousy reviews in the UK and US), treating
it like a classic in the making, going for it, and some 35 years later it’s still in
print. And he remained a valued friend for all that time.”
• Jane Randolph (1915-2009), US actress best remembered for Cat People
(1942) and its sequel The Curse of the Cat People (1944), died on 4 May
aged 93. [PDF]
• A. Langley Searles (1920-2009), editor of the respected scholarly fanzine
Fantasy Commentator (1943-1953; second series 1978-2004) and long-time
member of FAPA, died on 7 May. He was 88. [BI via SG]
• Joan A. Stanton (1915-2009), who as Joan Alexander voiced Lois Lane in
the 1940s radio Adventures of Superman, died on 18 May aged 94. [PDF]
Science Corner. A CERN physicist explains Angels & Demons to the Daily
Mirror: “Would anti-matter really cause an explosive device? Dr Shears: Yes
it could in theory. ‘If you made a Tom Hanks and an anti Tom Hanks you
would not be able to tell them apart. But if you put them together we would
all be annihilated.’” (Mirror.co.uk, 15 May) [TL] Having to keep one of them
in vacuum to avoid the annihilation reaction with air might offer a clue as to
which was which.
Sidewise Awards (alt-history) shortlist: LONG George Mann, The Affinity
Bridge; Terry Pratchett, Nation; Chris Roberson, The Dragon’s Nine Sons;
Adam Roberts, Swiftly; Jo Walton, Half a Crown.
• SHORT Tobias Buckell, “The People’s Machine” (Sideways in Crime [SiC]
ed. Lou Anders); Albert E. Cowdrey, “Poison Victory” (F&SF 7/08); Paul
McAuley, “A Brief Guide to Other Histories” (Postscripts #15); T.L.
Morganfield, “Night Bird Soaring” (Greatest Uncommon Denominator #3);
Mary Rosenblum, “Sacrifice” (SiC); Kristine Kathryn Rusch. “G-Men” (SiC).
We Are The Norm? “It’s unthinkable for an American male of my age to
say this, but it’s true: I do not, as a rule, care for science fiction. / I learned
years ago not to air this singular lapse at parties. People don’t take it well.
They insist, horrified, that I cannot be serious, as though I’d confessed a
fondness for kicking stray dogs or pushing old ladies into traffic.” (Franklin,
The Panopticon blog, 12 May) [RF]
Publishers & Sinners. The latest by Japanese horror author Koji Suzuki
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deals with deep unpleasantness in a public toilet and is printed on toilet
paper. (Telegraph, 25 May) [AIP] Must ... restrain ... comment.
As Others Date Us, or, Wasn’t That Hal Clement In The 1950s? “It was in
the 1960s and 1970s, for example, that science fiction enjoyed probably its
greatest flourishing, and ‘hard’ sf – speculative fiction with its roots in
established science and maths as opposed to the pseudo-magical apparatus of
ray guns and force fields – became established as a form.” (Sam Leith,
Financial Times, 9 May) [MMW]
Mythopoeic Awards shortlist: ADULT LITERATURE Carol Berg, Flesh and
Spirit and Breath and Bone; Daryl Gregory, Pandemonium; Ursula K. Le
Guin, Lavinia; Patricia A. McKillip, The Bell at Sealey Head; Gene Wolfe,
An Evil Guest.
• CHILDREN’S Kristin Cashore, Graceling; Neil Gaiman, The Graveyard Book;
Diana Wynne Jones, House of Many Ways; Ingrid Law, Savvy; Terry
Pratchett, Nation.
• SCHOLARSHIP/INKLINGS Gavin Ashenden, Charles Williams: Alchemy and
Imagination; Verlyn Flieger & Douglas A. Anderson, eds. Tolkien on Fairystories: Expanded Edition; John Rateliff, The History of the Hobbit, Part
One: Mr. Baggins; Part Two: Return to Bag-end; Michael Ward, Planet
Narnia: The Seven Heavens in the Imagination of C.S. Lewis; Elizabeth A.
Whittingham, The Evolution of Tolkien’s Mythology: A Study of the History
of Middle-earth.
• SCHOLARSHIP/OTHER Charles Butler, Four British Fantasists: Place and
Culture in the Children’s Fantasies of Penelope Lively, Alan Garner, Diana
Wynne Jones, and Susan Cooper; Jason Marc Harris, Folklore and the
Fantastic in Nineteenth-Century British Fiction; Farah Mendlesohn,
Rhetorics of Fantasy; Marek Oziewicz, One Earth, One People: The
Mythopoeic Fantasy Series of Ursula K. Le Guin, Madeleine L’Engle and
Orson Scott Card; Richard Carl Tuerk, Oz in Perspective: Magic and Myth in
the Frank L. Baum Books.
Which SF Story Was That? “The sci-fi scenario of a text-speak generation
communicating largely with its thumbs is the stuff of parents’ nightmares.”
(E. Jane Dickson, Independent, 2 May)
Immortality. A €15m museum devoted to Hergé’s 80-year-old creation
Tintin opens in Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium, on 2 June. [AIP]
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Outraged Letters. Fred Lerner offers another view of the editorial comment
mocked in A262 and by Ursula K. Le Guin above: “It depends upon how you
define ‘science fiction’. If your approach is thematic, or based on narrative
strategy, then of course most of Ballard – as well as Brave New World and
1984 – are science fiction. But if you use the definition-by-provenance
approach – ‘science fiction is that body of literature produced within the
science fiction community’ – then Brave New World and 1984 would be
excluded. You may have read my arguments for that approach to definition in
Lofgeornost (or in ‘A Bookman’s Fantasy’); I’ll just say here that there are a
lot of things that can meaningfully be said about the literature that Our Gang
produces that isn’t applicable to Huxley and Orwell.” Crushed again.
C.o.A. Wm. Breiding, PO Box 961, Dellslow, WV 26531, USA. Lilian
Edwards, 41a Montgomery Rd, Sheffield, S7 1LN.
Random Fandom. James Bacon repeated his uncannily convincing
impersonation of Bob Shaw reading one of his Serious Scientific Talks (at
Plokta.con).
• Ann Green (1961-2008) is now commemorated at her old workplace,
Solihull Hospital, with the monthly Green Star cash award for exceptional
staff who “make a difference”. [SG]
• Kim Huett has begun an online archive of the first ever Australian sf fan
newsletter, Futurian Observer (1940-1942). See efanzines.com/FutObs/ ...
• Sue Jones has been out of things since 2007 with what proved to be thyroid
trouble, now effectively treated; she apologizes to readers holding their
breath for the 25th issue of her fanzine Tortoise.
• Ian Sorensen’s latest fan musical – again at Plokta.con – was titled Harry
Plokta and the Half-Cut Prince. I daren’t say more for fear of lawsuits.
The Universe Next Door. “There’s been widespread condemnation of North
Yorkshire’s decision to carry out an underground nuclear test.” (BBC Radio
Five Live, reporting on [actually] North Korea) [BBu] Fear and trembling
somehow failed to afflict the ancient enemy, Lancashire.
Fanfundery. GUFF: Pat McMurray’s 2004 trip report is available, either as
b/w hardcopy for £4 ($8 AUS) or password-protected colour PDF (6.38 mb)
for £2 ($4 AUS). Cheques to GUFF c/o Ang Rosin, 26 Hermitage Grove,
Bootle, Merseyside, L20 6DR. PDF buyers should give an email address for
the password. Paypal option available.
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• DUFF: Emma Hawkes won the 2009 northbound race from Australasia to
this year’s Worldcon in Canada. The other candidates were Chris Nelson,
David Cake & Grant Watson (joint), and Alison Barton.
Thog’s Masterclass. Athletics Dept. “Astro’s foot continued in a perfect arc
over his head, throwing him in a heap on the ground.” (Carey Rockwell,
Stand By For Mars!, 1952) [AR]
• Dept of Laser Vision. “His eyes were cutting into Russell’s face, peeling off
layer after layer of misleading mannerism and baring the naked fear in the
man.” (Algis Budrys, “First to Serve”, Astounding, May 1954) [CG]
• When Things Go Runny Dept. “Embarrassment is something I can feel in
my flesh, like a handful of sun-warmed mud clapped on my head. ... The
embarrassment had turned runny. It was horrifying my scalp along a
spreading frontier.” (Neal Stephenson, Anathem, 2008) [DL]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 12 June 2009: Brum Group, Briar Rose, Bennett Hill, Birmingham city
centre. With Bob Blackham on Tolkien in Birmingham. 7:30pm for 8pm. £4;
members £3. Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Future
meetings: Not Jo Fletcher (who had to cancel) on 10 July; Summer Social, 14
August; Justina Robson, 11 September; Jasper Fforde, 6 November;
Christmas Social, 4 December.
• 11 July 2009: Brian Stableford and David Langford may be reading at
Oxfam, Market Place, Reading. 6:15-8pm. To be confirmed.
• 24-26 July 2009: Pirate Birthday Party – Robert Rankin events centred on
Thames boat trip, 25 July. £10. See ...
http://thegoldensprout.com/products/92/pirate-birthday-party
Sturgeon Award (short fiction): here’s the shortlist.
http://www.sfwa.org/news/2009/09sturgeon.htm
Scandal Rocks UK SF! Shocked by our country’s present climate of moral
squalor, SFX magazine sent mass email to its freelances, warning that
henceforth everything must be squeaky-clean. No more expense claims for
moats, duck islands, £8000 tv sets, already-paid-off mortgages or zombie
servants’ quarters ... oops, Ansible seems to have strayed into the wrong
script. This teacup-scale storm was triggered by a hapless freelance (Saxon
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Bullock) giving a rave review to a book he’d previously copy-edited. Hence
the SFX directive to try and avoid seeming conflicts of interest. The issues are
discussed in this thread at Torque Control:
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2009/05/12/sigh/
Lambda Awards, LGBT sf/fantasy/horror category: Nicole Kimberling,
Turnskin. [RF]
Ansible 263 Copyright © David Langford, 2009. Thanks to Barbara Barrett,
John Birchby, Bill Burns, John Clute, Ellen Datlow, Paul Di Filippo, Rose
Fox, Carl Glover, Steve Green, Yvonne Hewett, Ben Indick, Tom Jackson,
Paul Lagasse, Tony Lee, Dave Linton, Plokta.con, Andrew I. Porter, David
Pringle, Adam Roberts, SF Site, Robert Silverberg, Ian Sorensen, Martin
Morse Wooster, and our Hero Distributors: Dave Corby (Birmingham SF
Group), Janice Murray (North America), SCIS/Prophecy, and Alan Stewart
(Australia). 1 Jun 09.
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The July Ghost
Iain M. Banks will be awarded a PhD by Middlesex University on 10 July.
Naturally I asked: “For services to literature, whisky, climbing, or talking
squid in outer space?” Farah Mendlesohn: “Aha! You have given me the
hook for my intro (I’m the Orator for the occasion).”
John W. Campbell’s most famous sf prophecy has not been forgotten, even
if the real Thing is only a micro-organism: “American scientists, showing the
reckless disregard for the warnings implicit in quality science fiction that is
so regrettably common in the boffinry community, have revived an ancient
lifeform which has been slumbering beneath the Arctic ice pack for 120,000
years. To add insult to injury, the scientists believe that their laboratory
revenant may be related to indestructible super-aliens yet to be discovered on
extraterrestrial iceworlds.” (Lewis Page, The Register, 15 June) [JD] But let’s
hear no Lovecraftian talk about very small shoggoths until they find another
in the Antarctic region known as Kadath in the Cold Waste....
Peter Dickinson, author of much classy sf and fantasy, received the OBE for
services to literature in the UK Queen’s Birthday Honours.
Christopher Lee, who needs no gory introduction, was knighted for services
to drama and charity in the Queen’s Birthday Honours. Another honoured
actor was Alan Cumming – OBE for services to film, theatre and the arts,
plus his work as a gay rights campaigner – who played Nightcrawler in X2
and has a part in the coming Riverworld.
Terry Pratchett, who’s finding novel-writing much easier now he’s moved
from keyboards to dictation, reveals: “Something for the Very Strange
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department; the BBC contacted us about doing a prime time series based on
the Guards books. Things seemed to go well, although it appeared to me that
up to that point only one person involved had read a Discworld book. Then
we gradually moved into Fairy Land.... What caused me to crack was the
question of the Bible. I am not going to let something like this happen
without some input, if only to stop Nobby Nobbs becoming female. Much
discussion ensued, and my movie agent suggested that the BBC and us create
the Guards Bible – these style guides are quite common in the business. / It
looked, therefore, like it would be all systems go until the BBC came back
and said that while they would be happy to collaborate on the Bible, they
would because of their charter have to have the final say, which means in
effect: ‘everything will be set in stone, but we are allowed to have a
sledgehammer.’ So the BBC is not getting Guards! Guards!. As my movie
agent (who has dealt with some of the most voracious companies in the
States) said to me, ‘How does anyone ever deal with the BBC?’”
Alastair Reynolds’s million-pound Gollancz deal to write ten sf books over
the next ten years was widely reported and widely envied.
J.K. Rowling allegedly plagiarized an obscure 1987 children’s book called
Willy the Wizard in Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire. Its author Adrian
Jacobs died in 1997; his estate (or rather its trustee Paul Allen) announced
that it’s suing Bloomsbury and also wants a court order to interrogate
Rowling in “pre-action disclosure”. Her gigantic borrowings from Jacobs’s
36-page text are said to include “a wizard contest” and “the idea of wizards
traveling on trains”. (Reuters, 15 June) I’m sure no one had ever imagined a
wizard contest before, but did Jacobs nick the train concept from Susan
Cooper’s Silver on the Tree (1977)? Yawn.

Contune
3 Jul • British Fantasy Society Open Night, The George, Fleet Street
(pedantically, 213 Strand), London, WC2R 1AP. 6-10pm. Free.
3-5 Jul • Diana Wynne Jones conference. Day rates, including food: Fri £30
(students £22), Sat £70 (£55), Sun £50 (£37). Contact 23 Ranelagh Rd,
London, N17 6XY; farah dot sf at gmail dot com.
18 Jul • Bristol Beer & Blake’s 7 open meeting, Knight’s Templar, Unit 1,
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Temple Square, Temple Quay, BS1 6DG. 12:15pm-7pm.
22 Jul • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Terrace, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5/6pm onward. With Andrew McKie.
25-26 Jul • Satellite 2, Crowne Plaza Hotel, Glasgow. £45 reg. Advance
booking closes 17 July: £50 at the door. Day: £25 at the door only. Contact
33b Hardridge Rd, Corkerhill, Glasgow, G52 1RH.
31 Jul - 2 Aug • Constitution (sf, fantasy, RPG, Unicon) hosting HarmUni 4
(filk), Murray Edwards College, Cambridge. Now £30 reg; under-18s £10;
under-11s £5; under-5s free. Contact 207 Campkin Rd, Cambridge, CB4
2LE; info at constitution-con org uk.
6-10 Aug • Anticipation (67th Worldcon), Palais des congrès de Montréal,
Montréal, Canada. Membership rates until 15 July:
$Can240/$US210/£135/€150/Yen20,000 reg; upgrade supporting to full
membership, $Can185/$US160/£105/€115/Yen15,000; supporting
$Can55/$US50/£30/€35/Yen5,000. Hugo voting (online or mail) closes 3
July. Contact PO Box 105, Station NDG, Montréal, QC, H4A 3P4, Canada.
15-16 Aug • Caption (small-press comics), East Oxford Community Centre,
corner of Princes St & Cowley Rd. £10 reg; £5 day.
18-20 Sep • Fantasycon, Britannia Hotel, 1 St James St, Nottingham. Now
£70 reg (BFS members £60); £30 Sat only; banquet £35. Contact Beech
House, Chapel Lane, Moulton, Cheshire CW9 8PQ.
26 Sep • Browncoat Ceilidh (Firefly), Mercure Holland House Hotel,
Redcliffe Hill, Bristol, BS1 6SQ. General sf mini-con 2:30-5:30pm; music,
dances etc 5:30pm-1am. Tickets £20 to Kumara Conventions, c/o 5 Manor
House Rd, Glastonbury, Somerset, BA6 9DE.
16-18 Oct • Festival of Fantastic Films, Day’s Hotel, Sackville St,
Manchester. £70/$140 reg; under-17s £30; under-13s £20. £30/$60 day+supp.
Contact 95 Meadowgate Rd, Salford, Manchester, M6 8EN.
24 Oct • Gamesfest (gaming/sf/fantasy), Watford Colosseum, Watford,
WD17 3EX. Tickets £5.50 from www.gamesfest.co.uk only.
31 Oct - 1 Nov • ArmadaCon 21, Royal Fleet Hotel, Plymouth. GoH Lionel
Fanthorpe. £35 reg; £30 concessions. Contact 20 Pinewood Close, Plympton,
Plymouth, Devon, PL7 2DW.
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18-22 Nov • Terry Pratchett’s Unseen Academicals (play), adapted by
Stephen Briggs, Unicorn Theatre, Thames St, Abingdon, Oxon. 7.30pm
(+2.30pm on 22 Nov). Tickets probably available from 1 Sep. Contact Studio
Theatre Club, PO Box 1486, Oxford, OX4 9DQ.
26 Feb - 1 Mar 10 • AKFT 15 (Trek), Tintagel Castle Hotel, Cornwall – not
yet confirmed. Registration is expected to cost £25, with £5 increases on 1
Sep and 1 Dec. Contact address TBA.
Rumblings • Nippon 2017 is a new Japanese Worldcon bid.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others Group Us. “Like paedophiles and science fiction fans, the far
right were quick to wise up to the internet ...” (Hari Kunzru, Guardian, 30
May) [SS]
• “Sci-fi conventions such as San Diego’s Comic-Con are under-the-radar
hook-up havens. No, really.” (Penthouse, June) [MB]
Magazine Scene. Sci-Fi magazine, which has not yet changed its name to
Syfy, found another way to annoy librarians and bibliographers. Normally it’s
bimonthly, but the publisher Sovereign Media is skipping from volume 15
number 2 (April 2009) to volume 15 no 4 (August 2009). [GRM] The
phantom June issue will be a great rarity.
Awards. Boston Globe – Horn Book (children’s fiction category): Terry
Pratchett, Nation.
• Campbell Memorial: Cory Doctorow, Little Brother, and Ian R. MacLeod,
Song of Time (tie).
• David Gemmell Legend (fantasy): Andrzej Sapkowski, Blood of Elves.
• Sturgeon (short fiction): James Alan Gardner, “The Ray Gun: A Love
Story” (Asimov’s).
R.I.P. Mort Abrahams (1916-2009), US tv and film producer whose career
began in 1950 with Tom Corbett, Space Cadet, died on 28 May; he was 93.
Further genre credits include seven episodes of Tales of Tomorrow (19511953), nine of The Man from U.N.C.L.E. (1965-1966), Doctor Dolittle
(1967), and the first two Planet of the Apes films (1968, 1970). [AIP]
• David Carradine (1936-2009), US actor best remembered for the mystic
martial arts of tv’s Kung Fu (1972-1975) and its spinoffs, died on 3 June aged
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72. Other genre work included Death Race 2000 (1975) and Q: The Winged
Serpent (1982). [SG]
• Robert A. Collins (1929-2009), US sf scholar who edited various notable
critical journals and anthologies and in 1980 founded the International
Conference for the Fantastic in the Arts, died on 27 June. [FM]
• David Eddings (1931-2009), best-selling author of the Belgariad sequence –
beginning with Pawn of Prophecy (1982) – and other hugely popular fantasy
series, died on 2 June; he was 77. Most of his 27 novels were written in
collaboration with his wife Leigh, who died in 2007. [O]
• Farrah Fawcett (1947-2009), US actress whose sf credits included The Six
Million Dollar Man (tv), Logan’s Run (1976) and Saturn 3 (1980), died on 25
June aged 62. [BB]
• H(arriet) B. Gilmour (1939-2009), US publisher (Bantam, Scholastic) and
author whose genre work for children included the novelization Godzilla
(1998) and the twice-filmed T*Witches fantasy series (2001-2004), died on
21 June aged 69. [PDF]
• Simon Oates (1932-2009), UK actor whose best-known sf part was as
scientist Dr John Ridge in Doomwatch (1970-1972), died on 20 May aged 77.
[JL]
• Paul O. Williams (1935-2009), US author, academic and haiku poet most
noted in sf for the seven-book Pelbar Cycle (1981-1985), died on 2 June. He
won the Campbell Award for best new sf writer in 1983. [L]
Them As Can, Does. Presenter: “Who wrote the story of Peter Pan? A.A.
Milne, J.M. Barrie or T.S. Eliot?” Contestant (a teacher): “Okay. I’ve read
the story. I’ve saw the films. I’ve not saw the panto. I’m pretty sure it’s T.S.
Eliot.” (Sky One, Are You Smarter Than A Ten-Year-Old?) [PE]
If You Can’t Say Something Nice ... Andy Remic and others launched a
blog site devoted to positive (only) sf/fantasy reviews. The title, Science
Fiction and Fantasy Ethics, annoyed some with its implication that any
negative remark must be unethical. Andy explained: “I chose the name
‘Ethics’ not because I wanted to explore the ethical contexts of novels or
films, but because I wanted to make an ethical stand against the
motherfuckers who, to my mind, are systematically ruining the SFFH
genres.” The identities of these naughty persons never became clear, though
Adam Roberts hoped he might be one, and so did Paul Kincaid. After a poll
at SFFE it was decided that “Ethics” should become “Enthusiasts”, a
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rebranding which duly occurred. Ansible still wonders why the original
photo-logo of this Positive Responses Only site showed a long row of titles
by someone who in his reviewing days was never averse to putting the boot
in good and hard: Harlan Ellison.
British Fantasy Award. Selected shortlists (more here): NOVEL “William
Heaney”, Memoirs of a Master Forger; Simon Clark, Midnight Man; Gary
McMahon, Rain Dogs; Neil Gaiman, The Graveyard Book; Christopher
Fowler, The Victoria Vanishes; Ramsey Campbell, Thieving Fear.
• NONFICTION Basil Copper, ed. Stephen Jones, Basil Copper: A Life in Books;
Russell T. Davies & Benjamin Cook, Doctor Who: The Writer’s Tale; Neil
Gaiman, journal.neilgaiman.com; Nick Lowe, “Mutant Popcorn” (Interzone);
Paul Kincaid, What Is It We Do When We Read Science Fiction.
• MAGAZINE Black Static, Interzone, Midnight Street, Postscripts, SFX.
• TV Battlestar Galactica, Dead Set, Dexter, Doctor Who, Supernatural.
• FILM Cloverfield, Iron Man, The Dark Knight, The Mist, The Orphanage.
Outraged Letters. Jordin Kare on sf grant proposals (A263): “For the
decade or so during which I was a freelance rocket scientist (‘Will design
satellites for food’) I would often appear on SF convention panels surrounded
by authors. When asked to introduce myself, I would explain that I, too,
wrote both science fiction and fantasy, with the science fiction generally
being titled ‘Technical Proposal’ and the fantasy titled ‘Budget Proposal’.”
• David Pringle: “I was surprised and saddened to hear of the death of
Abigail Frost (1951-2009). I’d like to remind everyone that she was
Interzone’s designer and paster-upper for a couple of years (1983-1985). I
well remember handing over all the material to her each quarter, for her to
assemble ready for the printer – primitive days, before we had any form of
DTP! Abi liked to stick her oar in, sometimes writing little notes of her own
in the magazine, at paste-up stage....”
• David Wake on Fred Lerner in A263: “Oh, oh, oh ... if you follow the logic
of the definition-by-provenance that SF must be produced from within the SF
community, then how can Brian Aldiss say that Frankenstein was the first SF
novel? It wasn’t written within the SF community because it didn’t exist. The
argument follows for any first SF book and an SF community can’t start until
the first novel is produced. From our bootstraps, it’s all undone. The only
way to create SF is by writing an SF book from within an SF community and
then sending it back in time. Or for the SF community to travel back in time
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to Switzerland and bang on the door saying ‘Mary, where’s our book?’”
C.o.A. Nic Farey, 3345 Cape Cod Drive, Las Vegas, NV 89122, USA. John
Teehan, 70 Lenox Ave, West Warwick, RI 02893, USA. R-Laurraine
Tutihasi & Mike Weasner, PO Box 5323, Oracle, AZ 85623, USA.
Locus Awards. SF NOVEL Neal Stephenson, Anathem. FANTASY NOVEL Ursula
K. Le Guin, Lavinia. FIRST NOVEL Paul Melko, Singularity’s Ring. YA: Neil
Gaiman, The Graveyard Book. NOVELLA Kelly Link, “Pretty Monsters”
(Pretty Monsters). NOVELETTE Paolo Bacigalupi, “Pump Six” (Pump Six).
SHORT Ted Chiang, “Exhalation” (Eclipse Two). ANTHOLOGY Gardner Dozois,
ed., The Year’s Best SF: Twenty-Fifth Annual Collection. COLLECTION Paolo
Bacigalupi, Pump Six and Other Stories. NON-FICTION/ART P. Craig Russell
(adaptor, illustrator), Lovern Kindzierski (colorist) & Todd Klein (letterer),
Coraline: The Graphic Novel based on Coraline by Neil Gaiman. EDITOR
Ellen Datlow. ARTIST Michael Whelan. MAGAZINE F&SF. PUBLISHER Tor.
Who Was That Masked Man? June saw familiar fun and games at
Amazon.com as a posse of anonymous reviewers with strangely similar styles
ambushed fantasy author Patrick Rothfuss – and his much-praised,
bestselling debut novel – with copious one-star reviews, a “rothfuss is a
fraud” discussion thread, and claims that all the five-star feedback came from
the author plus friends and family. Recalling Ansible 219 et al, our informant
expected follow-up recommendations of really good fantasy by George R.R.
Martin, Robert Jordan, and Robert Stanek ... but no. Interestingly, though,
one of Rothfuss’s attackers (“Andrew”) had a reviewing history confined to
exactly three authors: he also rubbished books by David Louis Edelman and
Jim C. Hines, who by sheer coincidence had both blogged conspicuously
about the self-promotion of Robert Stanek. Then various Rothfuss attackers
started to plug a particular writer by “tagging” him in their Amazon profiles,
and (although these tags quickly vanished when someone blew the whistle),
the lucky author proved to be none other than Robert Stanek. [AW]
Cost of Living. SFWA is bumping up its annual fees, with Active
membership rising from $70 to $80 and Affiliate from $55 to $60.
Random Fandom. Brian Ameringen reports: “Fantasy Centre have now sold
all of their stock ... R.I.P. At the Final Party, Erik & Ted were presented with
photocopies of the first FC Catalogue from 1971.”
• Heath Row (real name) is constructing a directory of sf and fantasy clubs.
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Add yours using the form at http://sf-clubs-form.notlong.com.
Nothing Fails Like Success. Primeval, ITV’s prehistoric-beasties sf drama,
was cancelled after “three very successful series” and average audiences of 5
million in 2009 – down from 6 million in series 1 and 2. Apparently the CGI
effects cost too much. (BBC News, 15 June) [BB]
As Others Meta-See Us. Frank Ahrens on “Virtuality”, an unsold Fox tv
pilot: “So you may well ask yourself, ‘Why should I spend two hours of a
summer Friday night watching a sci-fi show if there’s no guarantee I’ll ever
know the outcome or see the characters again?’ / Ummm ... / Because it’s
raining outside? Because, like this author, you’ll watch almost anything set in
space? (And, no, we’re not going to make the dateless-Friday-night-sci-figeek ... joke. Those wounds are too fresh.)” (Washington Post, 26 June)
[MMW]
Bram Stoker Awards (horror). NOVEL Stephen King, Duma Key. FIRST
NOVEL Lisa Mannetti, The Gentling Box. LONG FICTION John R. Little,
Miranda. SHORT Sarah Langan, The Lost. COLLECTION Stephen King, Just
After Sunset. ANTHOLOGY Vince A. Liaguno and Chad Helder, eds.,
Unspeakable Horror. NONFICTION Lisa Morton, A Hallowe’en Anthology.
POETRY COLLECTION Bruce Boston, The Nightmare Collection.
Group Gropes. Reading: every Mon, 9pm; early meeting 7pm, 3rd Mon of
month; all now in Back of Beyond pub, Kings Road, RG1 3BY.
Educational Supplement. Rob Latham of the University of California at
Riverside told the SF Research Association that UCR’s “senior-level position
in science fiction writing” was cancelled owing to huge state budget cuts –
notably in higher education – announced on 19 May by Governator Arnold
Schwarzenegger. The unnamed appointee, chosen from nearly 50 applicants
including “major Hugo- and Nebula-winning authors”, had been offered the
tenured position and accepted. [FM]
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Pointed Looks. “Her eyes were leveled missile
batteries, untouched by any human emotion.” (David Weber, Field of
Dishonor, 1994) [BA]
• Performing Animals Dept. “William Henry Vanderbilt, plump and content,
wearing a slight smile between the huge sideburns that clung to his cheek like
frightened monkeys ...” (T.J. Stiles, The First Tycoon: The Epic Life Of
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Cornelius Vanderbilt, 2009) [MMW]
• Dept of Wobbliness. “He stood trembling like a bladder of lard ...” (“Bron
Fane”, The Thing From Sheol, 1963) “It was like going for a ride on the back
of an animated haggis.” (“Pel Torro”, Galaxy 666, 1963)
• Cosmetics Dept. “Crumpled and decaying rose petals masquerading as lips
smiled back at me.” (Rob Thurman, Nightlife, 2006) [BJ]
• Dept of Buxomness. “There was a whole family of planets ... and I picked
out one that I named Beth, after my girl. She was about five thousand miles
in diameter ...” (Clive Trent [Victor Rousseau], “Human Pyramid”, SpicyAdventure Stories, April 1941) [DL]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 10 Jul 2009: Brum Group, Briar Rose, Bennett Hill, Birmingham city
centre. Guest speaker or event TBA. 7:30pm for 8pm. £4; members £3.
Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Future meetings:
Summer Social, 14 August at the Black Eagle, Handsworth; Justina Robson,
11 September; Alastair Reynolds (TBC), 9 October; Jasper Fforde, 6
November; Christmas Social, 4 December.
• 11 July 2009: Brian Stableford and David Langford at Oxfam, Market
Place, Reading. 6-8pm. Admission free, by ticket from shop. I am unable to
deny the scurrilous rumour that Live Thog’s Masterclass may be involved.
• 24-26 July 2009: Pirate Birthday Party – Robert Rankin events centred on
Thames boat trip, 25 July. £10. See ...
http://thegoldensprout.com/products/92/pirate-birthday-party
Novel Competition. SciFiNow and Tor UK offer publication with 20%
royalties (but no advance) to the winning sf/fantasy novel – whose 80 to 150
thousand words must be available by the closing date of 20 August 2009.
Lionel Fanthorpe could probably do it in a couple of weekends, but
previously published novelists are barred ...
http://www.scifinow.co.uk/competitions/war-of-the-words-rules-andregulations/
Academia! Middlesex University is launching an MA course in Creative
Writing (sf and fantasy) this September. Recruitment for 2009/2010 will be
part-time only, with the degree available full-time from 2010/2011 [FM]:
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This link has expired.
Outreached Letters. James Bacon promotes the sf cause: “Giving away
books; James Bacon reports that John Dowd, John Medany, Steve Cooper
and Misha gave away around 600 science fiction, fantasy and horror books,
and hundreds of copies of Ansible, at a recent Collectormania at Milton
Keynes Football Stadium, as well as flyers for a slew of conventions etc as
part of what is now officially called UK SF Outreach. Any fan orgs who want
to have flyers distributed and posters posted, just send to 55 Cromwell Rd,
Croydon, CR0 2JZ. / The generosity of Erik Arthur and Ted Ball has helped
to replace these books, as the gentlemen concerned earmarked some stock
with the sad closing of their shop.... / Friday is Party night: UK SF Outreach
will be throwing a huge party at Anticipation, highlighting all the SF, Horror
and Fantasy goings-on in the UK and Ireland. Volunteers to consume Pimms
and Whiskey required.”
• Joe Gordon on that new Hergé museum (A263): “Did you see the appalling
PR they managed to secure for themselves? Moulinsart, who control the
estate (head honcho married Hergé’s widow, I believe), have a very poor
reputation in recent years: they attack anyone who writes books on Tintin or
biogs of Hergé unless they get final edit; they used legal action on the Tintin
fan clubs in Europe recently. Now they invite the world press to the museum
... and then tell them, once they arrive, that they cannot take pictures or film
inside, except for the lobby. That went down well with the media – French
channel had great short clip, no voice-over, just subtitles, which showed
outside of building, then the lobby with titles basically saying ‘new museum
opens, filming ban when we turned up, this is all we can show you. No,
really, that’s it.’ Moulinsart head honcho and Hergé’s widow then decided
not to talk to the press either and their spokesman only spoke French, so no
concession to the international media they invited....”
• Nic Farey’s move across the USA (see CoA above) was fraught:
“horrendous problems with the moving company ranging from a final cost of
3x the estimate which necessitated selling the car to pay it, to delays which
predict the arrival of stuff almost two weeks after the arrival of humans.”
• Farah Mendlesohn points out that Anticipation programming closes soon. If
you wish to be considered for a programme appearance, please email farah
dot sf at gmail dot com.
Events Extra. 11 Nov 2009 - 5 January 2010: Terry Pratchett’s Nation
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(play), National Theatre, London. Booking opens 30 June:
This link has expired.
• WexWorlds (20-22 Nov 2009), a new sf festival to be held in Wexford,
Ireland, has no sign-up details as yet; website under construction at:
http://wexworlds.net/
• SFX Weekender (5-6 Feb 2010) is a multimedia SFX magazine event, with
Paul Cornell, China Miéville, Robert Rankin and others. The website should
go live on 1 July:
http://www.sfxweekender.com/
Publishers & Sinners. Dedalus Books, which lost its Arts Council funding
in March 2008, acquired two years of independent sponsorship but now
appeals for help to keep on publishing new and translated works (including
fantasy) when support runs out in March 2010: philanthropists are welcomed
at info at dedalusbooks dot com.
http://www.dedalusbooks.com/
All I Survey. The BSFA, here personified by Niall Harrison, is rerunning the
epic Mexicon III survey of sf/fantasy, first published in 1989. What has
changed over the intervening 20 years? Published authors are urged to
contribute – see the post below, which includes an email link.
http://vectoreditors.wordpress.com/2009/06/26/british-science-fiction-andfantasy-a-survey/
As Others Award Us. Jim Darroch reports from the Edinburgh International
Film Festival: “The sf film Moon, directed by Duncan Jones aka Zowie
Bowie, won the prestigious Michael Powell award [for Best New British
Feature Film]. From the jury citation: ‘We award Moon for its singular vision
and remarkably assured direction as well as for the inspired manner in which
it transcends genre.’ Pity that the science is nonsense with explosions on the
moon and fully adult clones at birth. Still at least it’s not sf. It does though
have great non-cgi effects.” (Joe Gordon adds that the Standard Life
Audience Award, voted by EIFF audiences, went to the Irish The Secret of
Kells: “beautiful traditional animation mixing folklore, myth, fantasy and
history.”)
Magazine Scene II. Talebones will cease as a magazine with issue 38 this
year; after a 2010 sabbatical, editor Patrick Swenson plans to reincarnate it as
an annual anthology.
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• Lone Star Stories, Eric Marin’s online fiction magazine, is closing after 5½
years: “I just feel the need to take a break.” [SW]
• Apex, whose suspension was announced in April, is making a surprise
comeback this month; publisher Jason Sizemore seeks sponsors.
http://www.apexbookcompany.com/news/2009/06/its-alivealive-apexmagazine-returns-from-hiatus-for-now/
Editorial. Yes, I know he had some slight genre connections, but after
several days’ saturation coverage by world media you don’t need Ansible to
tell you about that singer chap.
Ansible 264 Copyright © David Langford, 2009. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Barbara Barrett, Mike Blake, Jackie Burns [interior art], Jim Darroch, Paul di
Filippo, Steve Green, Beth Johnson, Denny Lien, Jim Linwood, Locus, Farah
Mendlesohn, George R. Morgan, Omega, Private Eye, Steve Sneyd, Sean
Wallace, Adam Whitehead, Martin Morse Wooster, and our Hero
Distributors: Dave Corby (BSFG), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS/Prophecy, and
Alan Stewart (Australia). 30 Jun 09.
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Not This August
Greg Egan has been misrepresented: “Powered only by two self-evident
memes – (a) that only one person in 20 million could possibly have a name as
exotic as ‘Greg Egan’, and (b) anything found on the web is true and should
be copied without question – photographs of an illustrious professor of
electrical engineering from Monash University have been popping up on
obscure fannish web sites recently, next to articles about my books. I thought
this harmless replicator would soon burn itself out, but little did I know: it
turns out that as far back as 2006, it had already crossed into a new host and
infected the dust jacket of a Spanish translation of Axiomatic. I’m now
dreading the day my passport’s biometric chip succumbs, and I’m arrested at
the airport for identity theft. Several family members have already hinted that
they suspect I’m an impostor, since I lack the beard and other distinguishing
features of the official, Web 2.0-approved Greg Egan.”
Justine Larbalestier got a traditional whitewash treatment from
Bloomsbury, with the short-haired black protagonist of her novel Liar shown
on the cover as long-tressed and white. Er um, said Bloomsbury, the
character’s a compulsive liar, might be lying about her appearance, and
(presumably) even deceived the author.... (PW, 23 July) [AIP]
Sam J. Lundwall is even more retiring than before: “Just a little final notice:
I am folding my sf magazine Jules Verne-Magasinet in October this year
with No. 542, after 38 years of publication. (53 if counting Science Fiction
Nytt, which for the past 30 years or so has been a part of JVM) Much too few
readers, and I am losing my eyesight. I still enjoy esseff (although not the
yankee scifi or syfy sort), and I intend to continue doing so as best as I can.
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But as of October I am leaving the esseff field and the esseff community
completely. (I have already left most of it, so there won’t be a very big
change.)”
Philip Pullman, Quentin Blake and other children’s authors are incensed by
the UK Home Office’s “guilty until proven innocent” policy which requires
them to pay £64 to be vetted and found free of all trace of paedophilia before
the hideous risk of allowing them to give a talk to, say, 40 children in the
presence of teachers. Because, you know, in such inflamed surroundings
authors notoriously run amok. Rather than submit to a policy so “corrosive
and poisonous to every kind of healthy social interaction”, Pullman & Co.
intend to give up visiting schools. Meanwhile clowns, conjurors and other
children’s entertainers who already pay for rigorous Criminal Records
Bureau vetting will have to cough up again for the new scheme because ...
well, just because.

Conject
3-31 Aug • Alba ad Astra, Transreal Fiction, 7 Cowgatehead, The
Grassmarket, Edinburgh, EH1 1JY. Free exhibition by Madeleine Shepherd,
“revealing Scotland’s forgotten history of space exploration”.
6-10 Aug • Anticipation (67th Worldcon), Palais des congrès de Montréal,
Montréal, Canada. Advance booking closed. At-the-door rates:
$CA275/$US250; child $CA80/$US70. Weekend (Fri evening to Sun)
$CA195/$US175; child $CA60/$US55. Family (2 adults, 2 children 6-13)
$CA600/$US540; weekend $CA425/$US380. Day: see website. Contact PO
Box 105, Station NDG, Montréal, QC, H4A 3P4, Canada.
14-16 Aug • PhantasmaGoria (genre film festival), Arts Centre, 6 Devizes
Rd, Swindon, SN1 4BJ. £35 reg, or £20/day, or £4.50/film. Bookings
www.phantasmagoria.co.uk or 01793 614837.
15-16 Aug • Caption (small-press comics), East Oxford Community Centre,
corner of Princes St & Cowley Rd. £10 reg; £5 day.
21-23 Aug • Wadfest (Discworld), Trentfield Farm Camp Site, Church
Laneham, Retford, Notts, DN22 0NJ. Campers £20 (2 nights), visitors £10
(daytime only), kids free with adults. Contact 35 Crane Ley Rd, Groby,
Leics, LE6 0FD, or www.wadfest.co.uk.
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26 Aug • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Terrace, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 6pm on; fans present from 5pm. With Ian Watson.
27-31 Aug • Frightfest (film), Empire Cinema, Leicester Square, London.
Tickets £140; or day rates. Bookings: www.frightfest.co.uk.
11-13 Sep • The Asylum (steampunk), Lincoln. Now £39 reg or various day
rates; there will probably be no memberships available at the door. Online
booking (£1 surcharge): steampunk.synthasite.com.
11-13 Sep • Reunion 7 (media), De Vere Staverton Park, Daventry. Advance
tickets £87 standard, £120 priority, plus usual day and child rates (all may
rise at the door). Bookings: www.sfball.com/reunion/.
25-27 Sep • Oxonmoot (Tolkien Society), Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford.
£40.50 reg; members £35.50; discount for under-16s. Advance booking closes
4 September. Contact 29 Tockley Rd, Burham, Bucks, SL1 7DQ; bookings at
tolkiensociety dot org; www.oxonmoot.org.
26 Sep • Bristolcon (sf) & Browncoat Ceilidh (Firefly), Mercure Holland
House Hotel, Redcliffe Hill, Bristol, BS1 6SQ. General sf mini-con 2:305:30pm, with GoH Alastair Reynolds; music, dances etc 5:30pm-1am.
Tickets £20 to Kumara Conventions, c/o 5 Manor House Rd, Glastonbury,
Somerset, BA6 9DE. See also www.bristolcon.org.
10-11 Oct • Octocon 2009, Camden Court Hotel, Camden St, Dublin 2.
Membership rates announced: €30 reg, €20 under-18s/students, €10 supp.
Contact c/o Apt 56 Shalimar, Monastery Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.
Ireland; or octocon2009 at gmail com.
6-9 Nov • IDWcon 09 (first Irish Discworld con), Falls Hotel, Ennistymon,
Co. Clare, Ireland. GoH Terry Pratchett. Rates from 1 August: €40 reg, €32
under-18s/students, €15 supp/junior (7-12), under-7s free. Contact Church
Rd, Tulla, Co. Clare; or idwcon.org.
20-22 Nov • WexWorlds (sf/fantasy festival), Wexford, Ireland. With Eoin
Colfer. Some 25 events in Arts Centre, Library, hotels etc; most free (
workshops cost €5). Contact: info at WexWorlds dot net.
5-6 Feb 10 • SFX Weekender, Pontin’s Holiday Park, Camber Sands, East
Sussex. With John Barrowman, Paul Cornell, James Marsters, China
Miéville, Robert Rankin, more TBA. Charging is by accommodation: the
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£85/head minimum means 8 people in a 2-room chalet. Minimum for 2 is
£290; no singles; see www.sfxweekender.com. Under-12s free (one per
paying adult). Contact 08700 110034.
Rumblings • AKFT 15 (Trek), planned for 26 Feb - 1 Mar 2010 in Tintagel,
Cornwall, is now looking for a new venue. More TBA.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. That Reynolds/Gollancz deal inspired sophisticated
literary badinage, reminiscent of the Algonquin Circle in its heyday, from the
Bookseller’s “Agent Provocateur”, Miss Daisy Frost: “Twitterers also tell me
that the Al Reynolds mega book deal has been misreported too – that doesn’t
surprise me as no one would give a science fiction writer a million pounds for
10 books. I mean how many anoraks does a geek need? My spy tells me that
it was actually an advance of £10 for a million books and not vice versa.
Let’s hope they are separately accounted although knowing Hachette I doubt
it.” [SS] Tut, tut.
Magazine Scene. In July, Interzone became the longest-running UK sf
magazine by number of issues, with 223 to New Worlds’s 222. Will Mike
Moorcock (“We Try Harder”) be stirred to revive NW again?
Awards. Edge Hill Prize for story collection: Chris Beckett, The Turing Test.
Since the £5,000 prize has no genre restrictions and a Booker winner and
nominees were shortlisted, the victory of an sf collection (mostly taken from
Interzone) surprised even the judges, “none of whom knew they were science
fiction fans beforehand.” [TB]
• Prometheus (libertarian): Cory Doctorow, Little Brother; hall of fame,
J.R.R. Tolkien, The Lord of the Rings.
• RHYSLING (poetry): LONG Geoffrey A. Landis, “Search” (Helix SF 10).
SHORT Amal El-Mohtar, “Song for an Ancient City” (Mythic Delirium 19).
• Mythopoeic (fantasy): ADULT LITERATURE Carol Berg, Flesh and Spirit and
Breath and Bone. CHILDREN’S Kristin Cashore, Graceling. INKLINGS STUDIES
John Rateliff, The History of the Hobbit, Part One: Mr. Baggins; Part Two:
Return to Bag-end. OTHER STUDIES Charles Butler, Four British Fantasists:
Place and Culture in the Children’s Fantasies of Penelope Lively, Alan
Garner, Diana Wynne Jones, and Susan Cooper.
• Shirley Jackson (suspense/horror): NOVEL Jeffrey Ford, The Shadow Year.
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Julia Leigh, Disquiet. NOVELETTE John Kessel, “Pride and
Prometheus” (Subterranean: Tales of Dark Fantasy). SHORT Michael Bishop,
“The Pile” (Subterranean Online). COLLECTION Yoko Ogawa, The Diving
Pool. ANTHOLOGY The New Uncanny ed. Sarah Eyre & Ra Page. [ED]
• RITA (romance), paranormal romance novel category: Gwyn Cready,
Seducing Mr. Darcy. (SFscope)
NOVELLA

Downhill Ever Since. “Forty years ago this week science fiction writers were
celebrities ... The whole sci-fi community should have been crying with Ray
Bradbury on July 21, 1969. As space exploration disappeared from the front
pages, sci-fi lost much of its glamour and most of its readers. I would guess
that half of the stories in this genre during this period leading up to the
Apollo landing dealt with outer space. How could these same writers adopt to
a world where rockets and astronauts had lost their luster? [...] With the
benefit of hindsight, we should probably admit that the landing of Apollo 11
was the end of the glory days of sci-fi.” (Ted Gioia, Conceptualfiction.com,
July) [MMW] Which of us is cruel enough to break this sad news to Al
Reynolds?
R.I.P. Wrai Ballard (1924-2009), US fan who was in fandom for over 60
years and wrote extensively in FAPA and SAPS, died on 24 July; he was 85.
[AIP]
• Charles N. Brown (1937-2009), co-founder and long-time publisher and
editor of the leading genre news magazine Locus (which has won the Hugo
award 29 times) died on 12 July aged 72; he was asleep on a plane returning
from Readercon to California. It goes without saying that he had long been a
central figure of the sf fan community; in person, his grumpily sardonic
conversation was always fun.
• Barry England (1932-2009), UK playwright and author of Figures in a
Landscape (1968) plus the post-holocaust sf novel No Man’s Land (1997),
died on 21 May aged 77. [JE]
• Eleanor “Ellie” Frazetta (1935-2009), wife (since 1956) and business
partner of the artist Frank Frazetta, died on 17 July aged 74. [AIP]
• Phyllis Gotlieb (1926-2009), Canadian poet and author who began
publishing sf in 1959 – with her novel debut being Sunburst (1964) – died on
14 July; she was 83. In 1982 she received Canada’s Aurora Award for sf life
achievement.
• G. Scott Heckenlively (1963-2009), US genre artist who worked in film, tv,
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theatre and videogames, died on 26 June aged 45. [SFWA]
• Brenda Joyce (1917-2009), US actress who played Jane in Tarzan and the
Amazons (1945) and four 1940s sequels, died on 4 July aged 92. [PDF]
• John A. Keel (1930-2009), UFO/paranormal author whose best-known work
The Mothman Prophecies (1975, aka Visitors from Space) inspired the 2002
sf/horror film of the same title, died on 3 July; he was 79. [BB]
• Arthur O. Lewis Jr (1920-2009), US scholar of utopian sf whose books
included American Utopias: Selected Short Fiction (1971), died on 18 July
aged 88. The Penn State University library collection of utopian fiction is
named for him. [AIP]
• Kenneth “Khen” Moore, notable member of US Southern Fandom and
founder of the Kubla Khan convention, died on 30 June aged 66. [AIP]
• John Ryan (1921-2009), UK cartoonist who created Captain Pugwash and
the inept “special agent” Harris Tweed (some of whose exploits were sf) for
the 1950s Eagle comic, died on 22 July; he was 88.
• Dave Simons (1954-2009), US comics artist and animator who worked on
Conan, Red Sonja, Spider-Man and other Marvel titles, died on 9 June aged
54. [JHB]
As Others Envy Us. “‘Every other genre has managed to pull itself up by its
bootstraps and be defined by its highest level,’ says Lynn Coddington, a
historical romance writer who also has a PhD in English. Just look at Dan
Brown. People brazenly read ‘The Da Vinci Code’ right on the Metro. ‘But
romance is always defined by its dreck.’” Not like sf at all. (Washington Post
on Romance Writers’ Convention, 18 July) [AL]
Doctors at Large. Philip Pullman and Bryan Talbot both received honorary
doctorates, respectively from Oxford on 24 June [DVB] and from Sunderland
University on 17 July. The latter, for “outstanding contribution to the Arts as
writer and graphic artist”, is apparently the UK’s first-ever honorary
doctorate for work in the comics medium.
OK Reading Copy. Eleven of the late Fred Saberhagen’s novels are
excitably described by Fine Edition Books of Greenhithe, Kent, as each
having “a spine as spotless and stiff as as a viagra induced rampage in a
combative warthog during mating season”. (AbeBooks.co.uk) [AS/LKS]
Outraged Letters. John Freeman on that ITV programme cancellation
(A264): “Primeval producer Tim Haines says the CGI costs claim is untrue:
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apparently it’s more to do with ITV ‘ring fencing’ its budgets for postwatershed drama (giving up on making anything for family audiences, just as
ITV has almost completely given up on making anything for children).... ITV
in its wisdom rejected a CoPro deal that could have saved the show,
effectively kiboshing a revenue stream.” ITV is similarly resisting a bid by
Gerry Anderson to revive his Thunderbirds in CGI, although he’s sure he can
raise the needed funds. Since ITV – which owns the rights – seems willing to
talk to other people about such a remake, Anderson suspects institutional
ageism. (The Register, June)
100 Years Ago. G.K. Chesterton satirically predicts today’s Home Office
attitude to the burden of proof, with the House of Commons accepting the
compelling argument that “‘Insanity, like forgetfulness, is simply a quality
which enters more or less into all human beings; and for practical purposes it
is more necessary to know whose mind is really trustworthy than whose has
some accidental taint. We have therefore reversed the existing method, and
people now have to prove that they are sane.’ [...] ‘And you mean to say ...
that that proposal was passed in an assembly that calls itself democratic?’ [...]
‘Oh, the assembly calls itself Socialist now ...’” (The Ball and the Cross,
1909, chapter 18)
As Others Boost Us. Stuart Jeffries’s Guardian squib on UK space opera
opens well enough, but before long made many sf people (not only in the
USA) gibber: “This is a golden age for British science fiction, chiefly thanks
to a wave of writers who are tackling an area their American rivals tend to
leave well alone – far-future set, space-operatic, hard sci-fi. Americans tend
to set their sci-fi in soft (ie, scientifically unsupported) near futures.” (13
July) Do they indeed? The slobs.
C.o.A. Susie Haynes/Fantast Three, 23 Listers Rd, Upwell, Wisbech, Cambs,
PE14 9BW. David Redd (not, alas, his wife Meriel, who died on 13 July), 30
Bulford Rd, Johnston, Haverfordwest, Pembs, SA62 3EU.
Oh Dear. When K. Tempest Bradford mocked the naked bosomy mermaid
on a Realms of Fantasy cover and suggested equal time for sexy men, a
commenter on her blog obliged with a spoof RoF cover. Its male buttock
display caused no offence, but the contents did: “Neil Gaiman: Grocery List.
Harlan Ellison: Senile Meanders. Harry Potter: Just Because.” No prize for
guessing who threw an abusive hissy fit that made embarrassing play with the
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fact that Bradford is “a Woman of Color”. But apologies have since been
exchanged; incident over. [DKMK]
Optics Masterclass. “Perversely, the lower they were, the farther they could
see. Light in this part of the Chaos apparently climbed around and over
obstructions, then curved down to meet them ... From the bottom of this
valley, they might be able to see across the Chaos for many hundreds or
thousands of miles.” (Greg Bear, City at the End of Time, 2008) Steve Jeffery
wonders: “I’m still trying to puzzle this. Surely if light bends around and
about obstacles, these would be invisible, so they would actually see nothing
for hundreds or thousands of miles?”
Random Fandom. Sally Carteret, short fiction author, proves to be a
pseudonym of Lucius Shepard. [PS]
• Neil Gaiman donated a tuckerization (namecheck “in an unspecified work
... that might not happen for five years”) to the Worldcon fan funds auction.
• Ken Slater’s bequest enabled the SF Foundation library to acquire rare titles
including a first of Edwin L. Arnold’s Lieut. Gullivar Jones: His Vacation.
[AS]
In Typo Veritas. Publishers Weekly on The New Space Opera 2 ed. Gardner
Dozois & Jonathan Strahan: “The impressive diversity of stories reaffirms
that soap opera is alive and well ...” [JdV]
Memory Hole. Amazon caused a stir by exerting its uncanny power to delete
downloaded texts, ironically including Orwell’s 1984, from Kindle ebook
readers; user accounts were credited with the 99¢ cost. A decent apology
followed, and a promise not to do this again. But, with many sf pundits
expecting the abolition of the Semiprozine Hugo to be ratified at this month’s
Worldcon, I wonder whether I’ll wake up to find Ansible’s 2005 award
replaced by a modest compensation payment.
No Frills. TV sf inspires room designers, says Tony Alleyne of 24th Century
Interior Design, and offers a memorable poster strapline for the next Star
Trek film: “Science fiction interiors explore unconventional but imaginative
environments [...] The Star Trek variety is minimal but soft, with the greys,
whites, pastels, and aluminium suggestive of a luxury liner. It’s an ideal
living space. There’s no clutter. There are no doilies in space.” (Josh Sims
interview, Financial Times, 18 July) [MMW]
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Thog’s Masterclass. Doorphobia Dept. “Cray turned away from the
unyielding door of the cabin with a feeling that his guts had dissolved, his
legs had turned into viable liquid, and where his nerves had once been, icy
rivulets of pure fear now surrounded, enmeshed and threatened his entire
being.” (“Karl Zeigfreid”, Barrier 346, 1965)
• Neat Tricks Dept. “The old man opened his eyes metaphorically.” (“John E.
Muller”, The Ultimate Man, 1961)
• Loss of Face Dept. “I watched him turn from pale to ashen in about two
seconds flat; his face tried to drain away but never got past his Adam’s apple,
which bobbed convulsively as he did his best to swallow it.” (Laurence
Payne, Knight Fall, 1987) [MD]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 14 August 2009: Brum Group, Summer Social meal at the Black Eagle,
Handsworth (may be fully booked). Normal meetings: Briar Rose, Bennett
Hill, Birmingham city centre. 7:30pm for 8pm. £4; members £3. Contact
07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Future meetings: Justina
Robson, 11 September; Alastair Reynolds (TBC), 9 October; Jasper Fforde, 6
November; Christmas Social, 4 December.
Editorial. Alas, once again I can’t make it to Worldcon. Neither can Martin
Hoare, so TAFF man Steve Green will be representing me at the Hugos, or at
least at the losers’ party. Best wishes to all for a jolly splendid et très
bilingual time at Anticipation. Meanwhile, I was cheered by this Agony
Column review ...
http://bookotron.com/agony/news/2009/07-27-09-news.htm#n072909
Conventional Wisdom. Another little Ansible work-in-progress gathers links
to our (also Checkpoint’s) past convention and event reports. What’s more,
Graham Charnock has started to archive British con reports from other
fanzines:
http://news.ansible.co.uk/conrep.html
http://www.cartiledgeworld.co.uk/UK%20CONREPS%20HOME%20PAGE.html
Open Letter to the sf community from the Carl Brandon Society:
http://blog.carlbrandon.org/2009/07/open-letter-to-sf-community-re.html
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Thog Redux. A little outside Thog’s normal scope, Carolyn See’s review of
a fictionalized life of JFK (Washington Post, 17 July) says that this is written
“as if a student in remedial English had entered into a shotgun marriage with
Marcel Proust”. Thus the Dept of Morbid Pathology: “Sexual toxins circulate
in spiraling abundance, causing headaches, nausea, and muscle spasms, and
the occasional sight of a physically appealing woman releases a spigot
somewhere inside that pours more of the effluent into the subject’s system,
inflaming his already inflamed genital tubing, so that his prostate surgeon
prescribes a short course of antibiotics to ward off infection of the urinary
tract, while Dr. Feelgood advises him the best remedy is ejaculation, not
through facile masturbation, but by the process of full sexual intercourse with
a stimulating partner, as the only certain method of releasing the suppurating
juices that had been accumulating for weeks without remission.” (Jed
Mercurio, American Adulterer, 2009) [MMW]
Ansible 265 Copyright © David Langford, 2009. Thanks to Barbara Barrett,
Tony Ballantyne, David V Barrett, James H. Burns, Ellen Datlow, Mog
Decarnin, Jetse de Vries, Paul di Filippo, John Eggeling, David K.M. Klaus,
Andy Love, Andrew I. Porter, PS Publishing, Andy Sawyer, Simon Spanton,
Leslie Kay Swigart, Martin Morse Wooster, and Hero Distributors: Dave
Corby (BSFG), Janice Murray (NA), SCIS/Prophecy, and Alan Stewart
(Australia). 31 Jul 09.
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Ansible 266, September 2009
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU. Web
news.ansible.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X
(e). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Brad Foster. Available for SAE or full set
of Life by Baron Bodissey.
Anticipation. You read it here last: the Montréal Worldcon happened.
• Hugos. NOVEL Neil Gaiman, The Graveyard Book. NOVELLA Nancy Kress,
“The Erdmann Nexus” (Asimov’s 10/08). NOVELETTE Elizabeth Bear,
“Shoggoths in Bloom” (Asimov’s 3/08). SHORT Ted Chiang, “Exhalation”
(Eclipse Two). RELATED BOOK John Scalzi, Your Hate Mail Will be Graded.
GRAPHIC STORY Kaja & Phil Foglio (colours: Cheyenne Wright), Girl Genius,
Volume 8: Agatha Heterodyne and the Chapel of Bones. DRAMATIC, LONG
WALL-E. DRAMATIC, SHORT Doctor Horrible’s Sing-Along Blog. EDITOR,
SHORT Ellen Datlow. EDITOR, LONG David G. Hartwell. PROFESSIONAL ARTIST
Donato Giancola. SEMIPROZINE Weird Tales. FANZINE Electric Velocipede. FAN
WRITER Cheryl Morgan. FAN ARTIST Frank Wu. JOHN W. CAMPBELL AWARD
(new writer) David Anthony Durham.
• Steven H Silver brags: “I accepted the Hugo for WALL-E. At the Hugo
Losers Party, when someone asked if she could hold it, I jokingly told her it
would cost a $5 donation to the fan funds. She went for her wallet and by the
end of the evening, I wound up raising $217 for the fan funds.”
• Hugo Rules attracted unusual attention. The semiprozine category had
sparked a campaign against its scheduled abolition – whose ratification by the
business meeting was defeated, so the award continues. This buzz may be
why the perennial winner Locus was toppled by Weird Tales. The Graphic
Novel Hugo was confirmed as a regular category. John Klima’s Electric
Velocipede, a fiction magazine that pays its contributors but was able to
evade the semiprozine category, had deliberately campaigned for the Fanzine
Hugo as a soft target. Online fanzine activity was confirmed as Hugo-eligible
(will four blog posts count as the required four published issues?). Jeremy
Kratz won the competition to design an official Hugo logo, now adopted.
• Oddments. Anticipation recorded 3,921 people present, 4,497 total
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memberships. The Plokta cabal did a fine job with the daily newsletter. The
Big Heart fan award went to Andrew I. Porter, who refused to confirm that he
will keep it pickled in alcohol in a jar on his desk.
• Renovation (Reno) won the 2011 Worldcon bidding, unopposed.

September Gothic
Ellen Asher is this year’s recipient of the World Fantasy Lifetime
Achievement Award, along with someone else whom I forget.
Margaret Atwood told her Edinburgh Book Festival audience that she
doesn’t write “sci-fi” because her books don’t contain (all together now!)
“talking squid”. Rather more cunningly, Marina Lewycka stated that she was
not clever or imaginative enough to write “sci-fi”. [JD]
J.G. Ballard was awarded a posthumous doctorate (in literature) by the
Royal Holloway University of London on 15 July; Adam Roberts of RHUL
wrote and delivered a suitable citation.
Ray Bradbury’s interview in the summer Strand opened with a touch of
Fahrenheit 451, or Fahrenheit Silicon: “The Internet should be destroyed! I
hate the Internet! I hate computers!” And, warming further to the computer
theme: “We should get rid of them, yeah!” [DL]
Diana Wynne Jones had a tumour and part of her left lung removed in July.
Successful op and good prognosis – but Diana’s usual bad luck with hospitals
led to a catalogue of horrors including pneumonia, allergies, infection and
starvation, “not helped by the mad woman in the next bed who thought Diana
was her private servant and called on her at all hours for attention.... And she
wasn’t even a Fan! D couldn’t escape, because while the other patient was on
the loose, D was tied down with tubes to both her arms.” [CB] She is now
recovering at home, with her sense of humour steadily returning. Get well
soon....
Ursula K. Le Guin, reviewing Margaret Atwood’s The Year of the Flood,
seizes on the key point which makes this novel Definitely Not Science
Fiction: “It is no comfort to find that some of the genetic experiments are
humanoids designed to replace humanity. Who wants to be replaced by
people who turn blue when they want sex, so that the men’s enormous
genitals are blue all the time? Who wants to believe that a story in which that
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happens isn’t science fiction?” (Guardian)
Michael Moorcock reports more largesse: “The committee awarding the
Jack Trevor Story Memorial Cup for humorous writing this year presented
the cup to an American for the first time. Meeting at its traditional venue,
L’Horizon, rue Saint Placide, Paris, the Committee [...] unanimously agreed
to give the Jack Trevor Story Memorial Cup, together with a $1000 prize, to
Howard Waldrop.” Note that “The usual conditions will apply: that the
money be spent within two weeks and the recipient have nothing to show for
it by the end of that period.”
John Wyndham, if a fan campaign succeeds, could be voted the honour of a
place in the utterly famous Walk of Stars on Broad Street, Birmingham.
(“Better than Hollywood!” – Mayor of Birmingham.) [AS]
Jane Yolen may just possibly not kill me if I hastily add that she too is to
receive a World Fantasy Lifetime Achievement Award this year.

Confetter
5 Sep • We Love Comics Con (comics), Travelling Man Leeds, 32 Central
Rd, Leeds, LS1 6DE. 1-4pm. Free. Contact 0113 2436461.
11-13 Sep • The Asylum (steampunk), Lincoln. Now £39 reg or various day
rates; there will probably be no memberships available at the door. Online
booking (£1 surcharge): steampunk.synthasite.com.
11-13 Sep • Reunion 7 (media), De Vere Staverton Park, Daventry. Advance
tickets £87 standard, £120 priority, plus usual day and child rates (all may
rise at the door). Bookings: www.sfball.com/reunion.
23 Sep • BSFA Open Meeting, Antelope, 22 Eaton Tce, London, SW1W
8EZ. 5pm for 6pm. With Claire Brialey & Mark Plummer.
25-27 Sep • Oxonmoot (Tolkien Society), Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford.
£40.50 reg; members £35.50; discount for under-16s. Advance booking closes
4 September. Contact 29 Tockley Rd, Burham, Bucks, SL1 7DQ; bookings at
tolkiensociety dot org; www.oxonmoot.org.
26 Sep • Bristolcon (sf) & Browncoat Ceilidh (Firefly), Mercure Holland
House Hotel, Redcliffe Hill, Bristol, BS1 6SQ. General sf mini-con 2:301119

5:30pm, dances etc 5:30pm-1am. Tickets £20 to Kumara Conventions, c/o 5
Manor House Rd, Glastonbury, Somerset, BA6 9DE.
3-4 Oct • BICS 2009 (comics), Thinktank, Curzon St, Birmingham. Tickets
£20, child £10; day £12/£6. Payment to International Comic Shows, 30a
Keelinge St, Dudley Port, Tipton, W Midlands, DY4 8UQ.
12 Oct • Beyond our Ken: The Multiverse of Ken Campbell: tribute show,
National Theatre. £5. Box office 020 7452 3000.
16-17 Jan 10 • ConRunner 2, Mercure St Paul’s Hotel, Sheffield. £35 reg,
rising to £40 on 1 October; £45 in 2010. B&B £70 double, £65 single.
Contact 56 Jackmans Place, Letchworth GC, Herts, SG6 1RH.
2-6 Sep 10 • Aussiecon 4 (68th Worldcon), Melbourne Convention &
Exhibition Centre. New rates from 1 September 2009:
$A275/$US225/$CAN255/€165/£140/Yen22,500 full adult reg;
$A70/$US50/$CAN50/€35/£25/Yen4,900 supp as before. Contact GPO Box
1212, Melbourne, Vic 3001, Australia; info at aussiecon4 org au.
17-21 Aug 11 • Renovation (69th Worldcon), Reno-Sparks Convention
Center, Reno, NV, USA. GoH Ellen Asher, Charles N. Brown (in
memoriam), Tim Powers, Boris Vallejo. $140 reg, $50 supp, under-17s $75,
under-7s free; see www.renovationsf.org for presupp/site selection voter
discounts. All rates good to 30 April 2010. Contact PO Box 13278, Portland,
OR 97213-0278, USA; or info at renovationsf dot org.
16-20 Aug 12 • Return of the Ring (Tolkien Society), Loughborough
University. £60 reg, £50 child/concessions, £20 supp, £1 babes in arms.
Online registration only: www.returnofthering.org. Contact 2012 dot
bookings at tolkiensociety dot org.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. “Vampire-lust tales will rot your brain” is the subhead of
a Register story on how the press misinterprets US Navy research as “making
jet fuel from seawater” since no one now reads hard sf authors like H. Beam
Piper: “People would have known all this in the old days, because they read
proper science fiction [...] Sci-fi fans used to read writers like Piper: now they
mainly read about vampire lust, seemingly.” (Lewis Page, 20 August) [PM]
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Have writers simply learned to disguise their terrifying hardness? “Connie
Willis is a brilliant science fiction writer – one so brilliant that readers are
only gradually aware that they are reading Hard Science.” (Finding
Wonderland blog) [RF]
Magazine Scene. Jim Baen’s Universe, after four years of publication, is to
fold with the April 2010 issue. Editor Eric Flint reports sadly that although
“we came close”, there were never enough paying subscribers to achieve
stability. JBU is now closed to submissions.
• Thrilling Wonder Stories, revived in book format by Winston Engle two
years ago, has closed again after just two issues (2007 and 2009).
Big Biz. Disney hopes to buy Marvel Entertainment for $4 billion.
R.I.P. Anne Braude, US fan, associate editor of Ed Meskys’s Niekas, early
SCA member and author of several published stories, died on 25 August.
[AIP]
• Harvey Frand (1940-2009), US tv producer of the recent Battlestar
Galactica, the 1980s Twilight Zone and much else, died on 23 July; he was
68. [AIP]
• Donald M. Grant (1927-2009), US small-press publisher and editor of early
sf bibliography, critical anthologies and handsome editions of Robert E.
Howard, Lovecraft and others, died on 19 August. He was 82. [RB]
• John Hughes (1950-2009), US film-maker who wrote and directed Weird
Science (1985), died on 6 August aged 59. Other genre credits include the
remakes Miracle on 34th Street (1994), 101 Dalmatians (1996) and Flubber
(1997). [PDF]
• Stephen Robinett (1941-2004), whose 1969 Analog debut story and other
early work was published as by Tak Hallus, is reported to have died on 16
February 2004. His sf novels are Stargate (1976) and The Man Responsible
(1978). [AIP]
• Harry Alan Towers (1920-2009), UK-born producer and screenwriter
(sometimes writing as Peter Welbeck) whose genre work included Night of
the Blood Monster (1970), several Fu Manchu films and the 1989 Phantom of
the Opera, died on 31 July. He was 88. [AIP]
• Gene Van Troyer (1950-2009), US teacher, author, translator and poet
active in SFWA and the SF Poetry Association, died on 17 July aged 58. He
edited the 2007 anthologies Collaborations (poetry) and Speculative Japan
(translated sf, with Grania Davis). [SFWA]
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In Typo Veritas. The Anticipation programme book listed David Hartwell’s
interview as “On Editiing”. [JW]
Outraged Letters. THE David A. Hardy dissociates himself from a David A
Hardy who writes stories for Dark World magazine. “A fake David A.
Hardy? I’ve had this name for 73 years; who is this pretender? Can any of
your readers throw any light upon this travesty?” (Your editor’s Cosmic
Mind is quite able to imagine a real David A. Hardy II. The net is littered
with other David Langfords.)
• Jim Steel covers the sf angle on a nasty current news story: “The Garrido
kidnapping is fascinating the newspapers and the Guardian is no exception.
Today’s (Monday) has all the expected stuff about Stockholm syndrome, etc,
and naturally has a fair number of photographs. One of them is of Jay-cee’s
book case. There are a couple by Asimov, a couple by Greg Bear, a couple by
Brian Lumley, a Dan Brown, a David Eddings and quite a few that I can’t
make out but most look like well-thumbed genre paperbacks. Most revealing
are the dozens of copies of Dean R. Koontz’s books. Given that most of
Koontz’s plots seem to feature a youngster in danger who has to be rescued
by the protagonist, one has to wonder who supplied Jay-cee with the books.”
• Dr Bryan Talbot cannot be doing with mere stethoscopes: “Thanks for the
mention of the doctorate. Becoming a doctor does have a noticeable effect. At
the San Diego Comicon last week I felt compelled to buy a sonic
screwdriver.”
As Others See Forbidden Planet. Hannah Pool: “Do you think radio is
sexist?” Lauren Laverne: “Radio’s not really sexist. It’s just run by boys so
it’s the most socially maladjusted industry that you could ever wish to be
involved in. I love it. [...] It’s for geeks and I’m a geek so it completely
resonates with me and I’ve loved it from day one. But it’s run by people who
haven’t left a studio in decades. Those kinds of boys just don’t know what to
do with girls; it’s just a bit like [comic shop] Forbidden Planet. Would you
want to go in there? It smells weird and sells funny stuff. That’s what radio
studios are like. Ladies just walk past.” (Guardian interview, 13 August) [JG]
C.o.A. Analog, Asimov’s, Alfred Hitchcock’s and Ellery Queen’s, Dell
Magazines, 267 Broadway, 4th Floor, New York, NY 10007-2352, USA.
The Hero with a Thousand Facebooks. I was intrigued to find a “Greg
Egan” Facebook page with the sf author’s bibliography but a photo of the
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Other Greg Egan (see A265). “Our” Egan was not amused. Then Ray
Bradbury – whose love of the net is so notorious – asked me to become his
Facebook friend. So did a second Ray Bradbury, using a different photo of
the real Bradbury.... Now I await an impassioned Facebook friendship plea
from eager social networker Harlan Ellison.
Vanity of Vanities. Robert M. Fletcher, dodgy agent and vanity publisher,
lost his nuisance lawsuit against Victoria Strauss and Ann Crispin of Writer
Beware, who had warned would-be authors against his Literary Agency
Group and other fronts. The action was dismissed with prejudice on 31 July;
the judge noted: “The plaintiffs have exhibited extreme bad faith in bringing
this frivolous lawsuit for the sole purpose of causing great expense and
harassment to Crispin and Strauss.”
Random Fandom. Karen Anderson evacuated from her Tujunga house to a
Burbank hotel owing to the Station Fire, one of several LA-area wildfires.
[AIP]
• Charles N. Brown’s death during an air flight had an aftermath he would
have relished: “... the most Charles-worthy ironic twist of the whole week: an
e-mail from Virgin Airways – addressed to Charles – apologizing for the
inconvenience caused by the delay in deplaning following the recent flight
from Boston, explaining that a passenger had become seriously ill, and
hoping his plans worked out well anyway.” (Locus Roundtable, 27 July)
[DM]
• David Langford, miffed that BeWrite planned to put his and John Grant’s
Earthdoom! out of print, muttered on Facebook about “bastard scum
publishers” and very soon learned that his Facebook friends include “Neil
Scum Marr (Bastard in Chief. BeWrite Books)”. Oops.
• Andrew Stephenson has what I hope will be the last word on A265’s cover
story: “Is it entirely uncoincidental that ‘JUSTINE LARBALESTIER’ can be
anagrammatized as ‘TUT’ ANSIBLE LIAR JEERS? Is such a mephitic and possibly
flagitious insight even useful?” Let’s just add that Bloomsbury US later
revamped the offending jacket to make JL’s protagonist black (though not
short-haired) as in the text.
• Pete Young reports glad news: “Miles Tanat Young was born on 4 August
2552 (that’s not the distant future, that’s the Thai calendar), in Bangkok,
weighing 3.75kg. Named after Miles Davis and not Miles Vorkosigan, no
matter what Del Cotter thinks.”
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More Awards. Sidewise (alt-history): LONG Chris Roberson, The Dragon’s
Nine Sons. SHORT Mary Rosenblum, “Sacrifice” (Sideways in Crime).
• The Age Book of the Year ($A20,000 Australian non-genre prize): Steven
Amsterdam’s post-apocalypse novel Things We Didn’t See Coming.
• First Fandom Hall of Fame: Ben Indick, James Gunn and (posthumous)
Walter Daugherty.
• Seiun (Japanese translation): NOVEL Robert Charles Wilson, Spin, trans
Mogi Takeshi. SHORT Ted Chiang, The Merchant and the Alchemist’s Gate,
trans Nozomi Ohmori.
Blurbismo. Longevity Dept. Press release for The Natural History of
Unicorns (Chris Lavers, 2009): “Initially appearing in Mesopotamian art in
the first millennium BC, Lavers illustrates how unicorns soon became
immortalized in the speculative writings of Greek philosophers.” [PB]
Group Gropes. Tony Cullen on a former London First Thursday venue: “It’s
day 1650 of the Florence Nightingale Demolition Watch. I had occasion to
cycle past the place at lunchtime today and yes, the structure still appears to
be intact.” (11 August)
As Others Market To Us. Greenpeace explained its subtle choice of voice
actor for an automated phone call to all Hewlett-Packard employees (urging
the phasing-out of various alleged carcinogens): “We were trying to drive
some internal conversation at the company, and the stereotype of all tech
workers is someone with a science fiction background. Who doesn’t want to
listen to William Shatner for 30 seconds?” (Financial Times, 30 July)
[MMW] Well, um ...
Fanfundery. Lloyd Penney has many surplus fanzines from the Anticipation
fanzine lounge: samples can be had for a donation to the fan fund of your
choice. List available from penneys at allstream dot net.
Thog’s Masterclass. Taste of Fears Dept. “Dorian swallowed a froth of fear
that rose in his throat.” (Rena Vale, Taurus Four, 1970) [AR]
• Dept of Logical Naming. “... a creature which he put in his diary as a
‘kangarabbit’. Its head was like that of the tiny lizards that darted over the
rocks, its eyes hooded with a bony protuberance and its skin scaly.” (Ibid)
• Comparative Anatomy Dept, or Attack of the Vampire Lizard Birds. “He
threw himself on the ground ... flayed at the huge body slung under the great
wings – large as a six year old child’s – got off a series of shots ...” (Ibid)
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• Dept of That Word Does Not Mean What You Think It Means. “‘They must
not know I here.’ She had slipped back into the illiterate speech of her tribe.”
(Ibid)
• Something Nasty in the Fridge Dept. “An oppression of mortuary mystery
thickened the air, and stifled him like the noisome effluvia of catacombs.”
(Clark Ashton Smith, Zothique, 1970) [BA]
• Dept of Lumpy Simile. “From Ujuk, however, a heavy, misshapen umbrage
fell and lay like a prone incubus beside his chair.” (Ibid)
• Neat Tricks Dept. “He chose to ignore the violent purple stain splashing
down the white robe as Lurz’s hand continued a motion his gaped mouth
forgot.” (Joan Cox, Star Web, 1980) [NR]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 11 September 2009: Brum Group, Briar Rose, Bennett Hill, Birmingham
city centre. With Justina Robson. 7:30pm for 8pm. £4; members £3. Contact
07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Future meetings: Alastair
Reynolds (TBC), 9 October; 6 November TBA; Christmas Social, 4
December.
Editorial. Last month I clean forgot to uncork a few bottles of champagne
and celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of Ansible’s launch at the Brighton
Worldcon on 23 August 1979. It never occurred to me that I’d still be
churning out issues in the next century. My predecessor Peter Roberts had the
sense to kill his newsletter Checkpoint at its 100th issue, also in 1979, and
pass the grim responsibility to me. Thirty years. Bloody hell.
• Later: That last filthy paragraph caused one email subscriber’s copy of this
issue to be blocked for the terrifying crime of “Language Mild”. Oh ... dearie
me.
• Later still: I forgot to mention being interviewed by the British Computer
Society!
Hugos Again. One proposed rule change was rejected: the “Joanna Russ
Amendment”, requiring a female nominee – if present in the top 15
nominations – to be added to any otherwise all-male shortlist in the written
fiction categories.
Vanity of Vanities II. Jim Macdonald has been posting gleefully and
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copiously about the legal defeat of “Robert M. Fletcher, Literary Scammer”.
Learn more than you ever wished to know about the Curse of Boca Raton,
Florida:
http://nielsenhayden.com/makinglight/archives/011510.html
http://nielsenhayden.com/makinglight/archives/011525.html
http://nielsenhayden.com/makinglight/archives/011543.html
http://nielsenhayden.com/makinglight/archives/011568.html
• Later: there’s more!
http://nielsenhayden.com/makinglight/archives/011607.html
Ansible 266 Copyright © David Langford, 2009. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Chris Bell, Rusty Burke, Jim Darroch, Paul Di Filippo, Rose Fox, Joe
Gordon, Denny Lien, Dennis McCunney, Petrea Mitchell, Andrew I. Porter,
Nonie Rider, Adam Roberts, Andy Sawyer, Jo Walton, Martin Morse
Wooster, and of course our Hero Distributors: Dave Corby (BSFG), Janice
Murray (North America), SCIS/Prophecy, and Alan Stewart (Australia). 1
Sep 09.
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In the Lonesome October
Dan Brown’s latest shows his mastery of classic “As You Know, Bob”
exposition: “‘Peter,’ she said, ‘you already told me that the Egyptians knew
about levers and pulleys long before Newton, and the early alchemists did
work on a par with modern chemistry ...’” (Financial Times review, 19
September) [MMW] Elsewhere, a minion opens his info-dump to the hero
with: “As you probably know, Professor ...” [MW]
John M. Ford (1957-2006) is still fondly remembered, but his non-fan
family would rather we didn’t. Rumours of awkwardness have been
circulating for some time, and NESFA’s Instant Message 825 reports that a
hoped paperback reissue of their Ford collection is unlikely: “... it does not
appear that the Estate will license any further printings. This appears to be the
policy for all of Ford’s works, not just the Nesfa Press book, so that only
those works under contract can be reprinted.”
Eddie Izzard the comedian spent 52 days running 1,100 miles in 43 charity
marathons, and found the only possible simile for this shattering experience:
“My legs hurt, my body hurts, I’m very tired. I lost my toenails, had blisters
and stuff, but to finish – it’s kind of like science fiction in a way.” (Guardian,
16 September) [DG]
Ursula K. Le Guin laments the passing of the squid: “[L]ast night on the
Lehrer news hour Margaret Atwood did not say she did not write science
fiction because she did not write about talking squids, but said that she did
not write science fiction because she did not write about talking cabbages. I
am pondering the significance of this change from sea beast to land
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vegetable, but so far it escapes me. She was otherwise charming, and I do
think The Year of the Flood is good science fiction even though its cabbages
are speechless.” (23 September) Those eloquent cabbages presumably live on
Planet X: the indefatigable Ms Atwood told the New York Times that her
work is not sf since “I don’t write about Planet X, I write about where we are
now.” (21 September)
Ken Livingstone opened his New Statesman interview of Iain Banks with the
key question that must be in every reader’s mind: “I remember meeting you
at the Brighton Science Fiction Festival in 1987. There were a lot of people
walking round in Vulcan costumes. Were you dressed as a Wookie?” Banks:
“Absolutely not!” (17 September) [JY]
Maura McHugh enlivened Fantasycon by observing that a book of horrorauthor interviews being launched there by the British Fantasy Society – In
Conversation by James Cooper – had an interesting gender balance: 16 male
interviewees and no women at all. [AIP] BFS chair Guy Adams apologized
on behalf of the society. (Guardian, 22 September)
Philip Pullman’s His Dark Materials was number two in the American
Library Association list of books most “challenged” by would-be US censors
in 2008. “Reasons: political viewpoint, religious viewpoint, and violence.”
[GF] I seem to remember the trilogy advocates the fearfully unAmerican
concepts of a republic (politics) and the separation of church and state
(religion).
Kim Stanley Robinson took a poke at the Booker Prize in the New Scientist
sf special of 17 September, calling sf “the best British literature of our time”
and complaining that Booker juries “judge in ignorance and give their awards
to what usually turn out to be historical novels. [...] these novels are not about
now in the way science fiction is. Thus it seems to me that three or four of the
last 10 Booker prizes should have gone to science fiction novels the juries
hadn’t read.”
• In response, Booker judge John Mullan (as befits a professor of English at
University College London) ringingly affirmed his sf ignorance and “said
that he ‘was not aware of science fiction,’ arguing that science fiction has
become a ‘self-enclosed world’. / ‘When I was 18 it was a genre as accepted
as other genres,’ he said, but now ‘it is in a special room in book shops,
bought by a special kind of person who has special weird things they go to
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and meet each other.’” (Guardian, 18 September) [KM/CP] Could he mean
literary festivals?
• According to Private Eye, “Whispers from the judging room suggest [the
Booker] panel were stunned by the awfulness” of some submissions
including Margaret Atwood’s The Year of the Flood: “is she turning into
Doris Lessing, from feminism to sci-fi daffiness?” (18 September) This was
the only sf novel (“No it isn’t!” – M.A.) submitted by any Booker-seeking
UK publisher, and this is the reaction Atwood wriggles so hard to avoid: the
Eye, like at least one Booker judge, automatically equates sf with “no good”.
J.K. Rowling was reportedly considered for the US Presidential Medal of
Freedom during the last Bush administration; but according to a former Bush
speechwriter, “people in the White House” objected to this “because the
Harry Potter books encouraged witchcraft.” (Matt Latimer, Speechless: Tales
of a White House Survivor, p201) [DKMK]

Conquace
3-4 Oct • BICS 2009 (comics), Thinktank, Curzon St, Birmingham. Tickets
£20, child £10; day £12/£6. Payment to International Comic Shows, 30a
Keelinge St, Dudley Port, Tipton, W Midlands, DY4 8UQ.
10-11 Oct • Octocon 2009, Camden Court Hotel, Camden St, Dublin 2. GoH
Mike Carey, Dave Lally. €30 reg; €20 under-18s and students; €10 supp.
Contact c/o Apt 56 Shalimar, Monastery Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.
Ireland; or octocon2009 at gmail com.
11 Oct • Hitchcon ’09 (Hitchhiker), Southbank Centre, London. 11:30am-?
7pm. Day pass £32.50; signings etc are free. Box office 0871 663 2500
(£2.50 surcharge), or www.southbankcentre.co.uk (£1.45).
12 Oct • Beyond our Ken: The Multiverse of Ken Campbell: tribute show,
National Theatre. £5. Box office 020 7452 3000.
16-18 Oct • Festival of Fantastic Films, Day’s Hotel, Sackville St,
Manchester. £70/$140 reg; under-17s £30; under-13s £20. £30/$60 day+supp.
Contact 95 Meadowgate Rd, Salford, Manchester, M6 8EN.
17 Oct • Fred Hoyle Day II, St John’s College Library, Cambridge. 11am5pm. Free. Booking needed for 2:30pm talk: kib21 at cam ac uk.
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24 Oct • Gamesfest (gaming/sf/fantasy), Watford Colosseum, Watford,
WD17 3EX. Tickets £5.50 from www.gamesfest.co.uk only.
28 Oct • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Tce, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5pm for 6pm. With Ian McDonald.
31 Oct - 1 Nov • ArmadaCon 21, Royal Fleet Hotel, Plymouth. GoH Lionel
Fanthorpe. £35 reg; £30 concessions. Contact 20 Pinewood Close, Plympton,
Plymouth, Devon, PL7 2DW.
6-9 Nov • IDWcon 09 (Irish Discworld con), Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, Co.
Clare, Ireland. €40 reg, €32 under-18s/students, €15 supp/junior (7-12),
under-7s free. Rates rise 1 November; online booking closes 6 November.
Contact Church Rd, Tulla, Co. Clare.
13-15 Nov • Novacon 39, Park Inn, Mansfield Road, Nottingham. £39 reg.
Contact 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
16-17 Jan 10 • ConRunner 2, Mercure St Paul’s Hotel, Sheffield. Now £40
reg, rising to £45 in 2010. B&B £70 double, £65 single. Contact 56 Jackmans
Place, Letchworth GC, Herts, SG6 1RH.
5-7 Feb 10 • Van der Filk (filk), Ramada Hotel, Grantham, NG31 7XT.
£32/$46/€36 reg; £16/$23/€18 child/unwaged; under-6s £1/$1/€1. At the
door: £35, £17 and £1. Day: £10 Fri, £20 Sat, £15 Sun. Contact 1379 Lincoln
Rd, Werrington, Peterborough, PE4 6LT.
27-30 Aug 10 • Discworld Convention. £50 reg (£33 concessions), rising on
1 November to £55 (£36). £20 supp. Contact PO Box 4101, Shepton Mallett,
Somerset, BA4 9AJ; info at dwcon dot org.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Cory Doctorow has left our little genre behind, according
to a review of his Makers subtitled “... a sci-fi writer growing up”: “It would
be wrong to position this as a science fiction novel, even though it is set in
the future and deals with technologies that do not yet exist ...” (Bill
Thompson, New Humanist, September/October 2009)
Magazine Scene. The Dark Side (horror) is suspending paid-up subscriptions
since “the current financial climate” has forced publication to cease after
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more than 20 years. A 2010 relaunch in a “brand new format” (on-line?) is
supposedly planned, but once publishing momentum is lost it can be hard to
regain. Wait and see. [SG]
• Electric Velocipede, announces its editor John Klima, is now a semiprozine.
[F770]
R.I.P. Ray Barrett (1927-2009), Australian actor who voiced characters in
Stingray and Thunderbirds (and also appeared in Doctor Who), has died at
age 82. [O]
• Barbara Bova, US literary agent, wife of Ben Bova and founder in 1974 of
the Barbara Bova Literary Agency, died from cancer on 23 September.
[SFWA]
• Henry Gibson (1935-2009), US actor whose many genre credits included
The Incredible Shrinking Woman (1981) and voice work in all episodes of the
animated Galaxy High School (1986), died on 14 September; he was 73.
[SFS]
• Ben Indick (1923-2009), long-time US fan who published Ben’s Beat (at
least 95 issues from 1983) and contributed to countless other fanzines, died
on 28 September. He was 86, and had received a 2009 First Fandom Hall of
Fame award. [RL/AIP] I remember his encouraging letter to a very early
Langford fanzine in 1976.
• Troy Kennedy Martin (1932-2009), UK screenwriter who adapted Angus
Wilson’s The Old Men at the Zoo and scripted the much-praised sf/thriller
serial Edge of Darkness (1985) – both for BBC TV – died on 15 September
aged 77. [DP]
• Mary Hunter Schaub (1943-2009), US fantasy author who chiefly wrote in
Andre Norton’s “Witch World” setting, and collaborated with Norton on The
Magestone (1996), died on 25 September. [PDF]
• Patrick Swayze (1952-2009), US actor who starred in Ghost (1990), died
from cancer on 14 September; he was 57. [BB]
• Jennifer Swift, US-born author long resident in Oxford, whose stories
appeared in Amazing, Asimov’s, F&SF, Interzone and other magazines, died
from cancer on 30 September. All sympathy to her husband Timothy Bartel.
[CP]
Doublethink. Self-publishing pundit Henry Baum is miraculously untainted
by genre: “Personally, my own novel is science fiction, but I’m not a science
fiction writer.” (Sacramento News & Review) [AIP]
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Publishers & Sinners. Rebellion, owner of 2000 AD and Abaddon Books,
has bought the Solaris book imprint from Games Workshop.
In Typo Veritas. “I knew a man who collected Star Wars and within the
center shelving was a huge poster of the good ship Enterprise. The shelving
was placed around that poster so there was no questioning what his collection
was all about.” None at all. (Bon Summers, “A Personal Library”,
Sheppard’s Confidential website) [BA]
Outraged Letters. Tony Berry on the end of another era: “As reported in the
Wolverhampton Express & Star, the Compass (formerly Quality) Hotel near
Walsall was suddenly closed last Friday [28 August] and is now in
receivership. The reason given is ‘financial problems’. The Novacon
committee congratulates itself on seeing the writing on the wall last year and
moving to a new venue!”
• David A(llen) Hardy assures us his name is authentic. “It is true that I’ve
only had it for 42 years (one less than David A. Hardy has been doing
freelance art), but I’ve gotten attached to it in the interval. [...] If it will help
prevent confusion, I am prepared to swear that I, the David A. Hardy who
writes for Dark Worlds, can’t draw anything more complex than stickfigures.”
• Steve Jeffery wants to make my flesh creep: “Scary headline in The Sun
(Friday 18 September): 1,000 FANS DIE EVERY WEEK. Elderly fans of Coronation
Street, apparently, but it nearly gave me a turn.”
Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award. Nominees for this major Swedish
children’s and YA literature prize include David Almond, Quentin Blake,
Russell Hoban, Diana Wynne Jones and Shaun Tan. It’s a big prize of SEK5
million (~£450,000), but our nominees shouldn’t become overly excited since
the shortlist of authors, illustrators, promoters and worthy organizations runs
to something like 170 names.
Prehistory Masterclass. “‘Mesmerism!’ muttered Conan ...” (Robert E.
Howard, “Shadows in Zamboulah”, Weird Tales, 1935) [BA]
C.o.A. Chris Donaldson & Paul Oldroyd, 7 Magnolia Close, Worcester,
WR5 3SJ.
Court Circular. The Tolkien Trust/New Line Cinema lawsuit for nonpayment of royalties has been settled on deeply confidential terms. Everyone
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claims to be happy, and the planned films of The Hobbit can go ahead. The
Warner Bros president/CEO thanked the unsung little people, saying that
Warner “deeply valued the contribution of the Tolkien novels to the success
of our films ...” (Guardian) [JS]
Random Fandom. Karen Anderson evacuated from her Tujunga house to a
hotel in late August owing to the Station Fire, one of several LA-area
wildfires; she was soon able to return. [AIP]
• Joe Haldeman has been in intensive care since surgery on 19 September for
a twisted bowel and severe pancreatitis. He’s stable but healing only very
slowly.
British Fantasy Awards. NOVEL (Derleth Award) “William Heaney”
(Graham Joyce), Memoirs of a Master Forger. NOVELLA Tim Lebbon, The
Reach of Children. SHORT Sarah Pinborough, “Do You See” (MythUnderstandings). COLLECTION Allyson Bird, Bull Running for Girls.
ANTHOLOGY Stephen Jones, ed., The Mammoth Book of Best New Horror 19.
SMALL PRESS Andrew Hook, Elastic Press. NON-FICTION Basil Copper ed.
Stephen Jones, Basil Copper: A Life in Books. MAGAZINE Postscripts. ARTIST
Vincent Chong. COMIC/GRAPHIC NOVEL Joe Hill & Gabriel Rodriguez, Locke
and Key. TV Doctor Who. FILM The Dark Knight. NEWCOMER Joseph
D’Lacey, for Meat. SPECIAL Hayao Miyazaki.
The Fleeting Stead of Death, Redux. Sandra Bond acquired Ian Maule’s
fanzine collection and found a rarity: OSFAN 10, containing Jim Theis’s The
Eye of Argon. “The original appearance – badly typed and with execrable
drawn-on-stencil illustrations – is every bit as bad as the many available
sources’ introduction confirms. (And a little mystery is solved; the art is by
Jay T. Rikosh, which no doubt explains the cryptic reference after the
author’s name, ‘Winner of the Jay T. Rikosh award for excellence!’) I may
also add that the last page is extant in this copy and the ending as reported a
few years ago is definitely canonical.” Some distrustful fans had insisted this
long-lost ending was a hoax.
More Awards. Grand Prix de l’Imaginaire (France) foreign novel shortlist:
Steven Hall, The Raw Shark Texts; Ian McDonald, King of Morning, Queen
of Day; Patrick Rothfuss, The Name of the Wind; Dan Simmons, The Terror.
• Robert A. Heinlein for sf promoting space exploration: Joe Haldeman and
John Varley.
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• Heinlein Centennial story contest: 1 Karl Bunker, “Under the Shouting
Sky”; 2 Charlie Allery, “In the Shadows”; 3 Sam S. Kepfield. “Salvage
Sputnik”.
Happy Media. Primeval, the dinosaur/time-travel series cancelled by ITV in
June, was rescued by a co-production deal which makes its international
distributor BBC Worldwide the major partner. (Guardian, 29 September)
• District 9 offended Nigeria’s government, which told cinemas to stop
showing a film that according to Information Minister Dora Akunyili
“denigrated Nigeria’s image by portraying us as if we are cannibals, we are
criminals.” Actor Eugene Khumbanyiwa pointed out: “It’s a story, you know
... It’s not like Nigerians do eat aliens. Aliens don’t even exist in the first
place.” (BBC, 19 September) [MPJ]
Late News. Frederik Pohl, 73 years after dropping out of Brooklyn
Technical High School, received a diploma from the school in August. “I was
flabbergasted. It was one of the kindest things that any total stranger had,
without warning, ever stepped up and done for me.” [BH]
Conspiracy Corner. Why was Big Brother cancelled? Perhaps because the
female participant Bea revealed secrets that They don’t want you to know: “If
the astronauts had really gone to the moon they’d all be dead by now from
cancer caused by the moon’s radiation. And why was there a flag flapping on
the moon? America faked it to get one over Russia.” Moreover, science
fiction and the Internet are very very bad things, as shown by a telling
anecdote from Facebook-addicted Bea: “An old lady my mum knows died
and people only found out after 16 pints of milk were sitting on her doorstep
... Her neighbours didn’t care because they didn’t know her. They were all
probably watching science fiction on the internet.” This proves it!
(Digitalspy.co.uk) [JW]
Fanfundery. TransAtlantic Fan Fund: nominations are open for the 2010
race from North America to the UK Eastercon (Odyssey), and close on 4
October. Prospective candidates should already have rushed the usual
nominator details, platform and bond to administrators Chris Garcia (NA) or
Steve Green (Europe). Candidates so far declared: Anne KG Murphy & Brian
Gray, standing jointly, and Frank Wu. Final ballot to appear very soon after
the closing date at taff.org.uk.
• GUFF: nominations are similarly open for the 2010 race from Europe to the
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Australian Worldcon. Deadline 13 November. Details from Euroadministrator Ang Rosin, 26 Hermitage Grove, Bootle, Merseyside, L20
6DR.
• DUFF: ditto, NA to Aussiecon. Nominating deadline 31 January 2010.
Steve & Sue Francis, PO Box 58009, Louisville KY 40268-0009, USA.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Dehydration. “Step after crushing step, his
breath falling in and out of strange rhythms with the pounding of his feet.
Mucus building at the back of his throat – the only moisture left in his body.”
(Joseph D’Lacey, Meat, 2008) [PC]
• Eyeballs in the Sky. “Two disembodied large, evil eyes, swooped down on
her, then receded, then swooped again and receded.” (Elizabeth Sinclair,
Gardens of the Moon, 2009) [RF]
• Dept of How’s That Again? “Her bare feet, though grimy, were caked with
dirt.” (Ibid) “Lissie’s intense worry for her loved ones was almost palatable.”
(Ibid)
• 150% Dept. “Ten years, and he’d never seen her look like this; halfannoyed, half-apprehensive, half-expectant.” (Laura Anne Gilman, Staying
Dead, 2004) [SGri]
• Undercover Dept. “Atar stood scowling out from beneath his bushy
moustache.” (Troy Denning, Star Wars Fate of the Jedi: Abyss, 2009) [AR]
• Neat Tricks Dept. “They scrambled forward at just shy of a sprint.” (Ibid)
“She heard a shocked silence from Baxter and the GAS lieutenant.” (Ibid)

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 9 October 2009: Brum Group, Old Joint Stock pub theatre on Temple Row,
Birmingham city centre. With Alastair Reynolds. 7:30pm for 8pm. £4;
members £3. Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Future
meetings at the usual venue the Briar Rose, Bennett Hill: 6 November, Steve
Green on TAFF; 4 December, Christmas Social.
• 24 October 2009: Chaz Brenchley, Juliet E McKenna, Stan Nicholls and
Kari Sperring talking/signing at Forbidden Planet, Clifton Heights Triangle
West, Bristol, BS8 1EJ. 1pm onward.
• 12 November 2009: Tall Tales from the Afterlife, Southbank Centre,
London. 7:30pm. With David Eagleman, Philip Pullman, others. £15. Box
office 0871 663 2500 (£2.50 surcharge), or www.southbankcentre.co.uk
1135

(£1.45).
Publishers Weekly relaunched its Genreville blog in September, with
frequent posts from Rose Fox and Josh Jasper:
http://www.genreville.com/
As Others See Us Yet Again. Michael Agger’s New York Times review of
Lev Grossman’s The Magicians makes it clear that fantasy, no matter how
distinguished, is not for grown-ups. It begins: “Fantasy novels involve magic
and are a little bit like magic themselves. To work, they require of readers a
willingness to be fooled, to be gulled into a world of walking trees and
talking lions. They affect us most powerfully as teenagers, but then most of
us move on to sterner, staider stuff.” And it ends: “Perhaps a fantasy novel
meant for adults can’t help being a strange mess of effects. It’s similar to
inviting everyone to a rave for your 40th-birthday party. Sounds like fun, but
aren’t we a little old for this?” (8 September, via Genreville)
Plagiarist’s First Rule: People may be stupid, but if you copy a well-known
story by Stephen King, someone is going to notice. The exploits of serial
plagiarist “Richard Ridyard” have been much discussed in the last couple of
days, as below. [JS]
http://arageofangel.blogspot.com/2009/09/ive-been-plagiarizedand-im-notalone.html
http://abrokenlaptop.wordpress.com/2009/09/29/we-interrupt-this-blog-post/
http://www.eyesoretimes.com/2009/09/grand-theft-boogeyman.html
Editorial. The usual guilty thanks to heaps of readers who sent news or links
but missed their rightful credit below because someone else got in first. Or
because the misguided editor failed to use the priceless information.
• A couple of pages which may help with the intricacies of the Ansible
website:
http://news.ansible.co.uk/sitemap.html
http://news.ansible.co.uk/conrep.html
Ansible 267 Copyright © David Langford, 2009. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Barbara Barrett, Peter Coleborn, Gary Farber, Paul Di Filippo, File 770, Rose
Fox, David Garnett, Stephanie Griffin, Steve Green, Bill Higgins, Martyn P.
Jackson, David K.M. Klaus, Robert Lichtman, Ken MacLeod, Omega,
Andrew I. Porter, Chris Priest, David Pringle, Adam Roberts, SF Site, Jim
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Steel, Jon Weir, Mark Wilson, Martin Morse Wooster, Jessica Yates, and
Hero Distributors: Dave Corby (BSFG), Janice Murray (NA),
SCIS/Prophecy, and Alan Stewart (Oz). 1 Oct 09.
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Bright November
James Cameron’s sf film Avatar seems strangely reminiscent of a Poul
Anderson classic from Astounding, April 1957: “Like Avatar, Call Me Joe
centers on a paraplegic – Ed Anglesey – who telepathically connects with an
artificially created life form in order to explore a harsh planet (in this case,
Jupiter). Anglesey, like Avatar’s Jake Sully, revels in the freedom and
strength of his artificial created body, battles predators on the surface of
Jupiter, and gradually goes native as he spends more time connected to his
artificial body.” (Lauren Davis, io9.com)
John Clute, with David Langford and the co-editorial team, celebrated
passing 10,000 entries in the third-edition-in-progress of the Encyclopedia of
SF. The 1993 volume had 6,571. Owing to differences about the nature of the
project, the EoSF has amicably parted company with Orbit/Hachette and
acquired enthusiastic new backers from outside the conventional publishing
world. Keep watching the skies!
Harlan Ellison announced on 22 October that his action against
CBS/Paramount (for not paying royalties on spinoffs from The City on the
Edge of Forever) has been settled: “The Star Trek lawsuit is over. I am
pleased with the outcome. [... T]hree years’ litigation is completed. Lordy, I
am tired. Smiling at last.” (Harlanellison.com) [DKMK]
Erin Karpluk on her Canadian TV series, Being Erica: “Erica is an overeducated, under-achieving woman who gets the change to go back in time
and fix all the bad decisions she made in the past. [...] It’s not sci-fi – the time
travel is just a catalyst.” [SJ] Which cries out to be satirized by Ursula Le
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Guin. “The galaxy-spanning FTL spacefleet is just transportation. The
psionic talking cabbages are just a metaphor.”
Ursula K. Le Guin was 80 on 21 October. Belated Happy Birthday!
Rog Peyton tells me that the A263 report of his retirement from book dealing
is, though it came from him, greatly exaggerated: “I had intended retiring
completely after Novacon but having to have the house completely rewired,
resulting in every room having to be redecorated, along with a new bathroom,
new floors in the kitchen and utility, finding we had woodworm ... well, all
that has left me broke! I can’t afford to retire! So I shall be selling at
Heathrow – and every other Eastercon and Novacon for a few years yet.” (21
October) Is this an attempt on the Sam J. Lundwall multiple retirements
record?
Carl Sagan Day will be celebrated in Davie, FL, on 7 November – the 75th
anniversary of his birth. Speakers include James Randi. [WCW]
Cordwainer Smith is interestingly mentioned in recent bookish
reminiscences: “Most of the collectors whose libraries we bought were dead
years before the libraries came to us, so the only way we could judge the
level of eccentricity in the collectors was the books themselves, or from other
evidence. [...] An Orientalist named Paul Linebarger, whose father, we were
told, had been Sun Yat-sen’s lawyer, had absolutely wonderful books, but he
had other things, too. He was an early expert on psychological warfare, which
I believe he later taught. In one of his closets, for example, we found a huge
pile of anticommunist comic books in Mongolian. Paul Linebarger also wrote
science fiction, under the name Cordwainer Smith. And he had an interest in
ladies’ lingerie. One of the more unusual things we bought from his estate
was a bra mannequin, complete with bra. Several drawers full of bras we let
lie.” (Larry McMurtry, Books: A Memoir, 2009) [EV]

Conze
6-9 Nov • IDWcon 09 (Discworld), Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, Co. Clare,
Ireland. Now €45 reg, €36 under-18s/students, €19 junior (7-12), €15 supp,
under-7s free. Contact Church Rd, Tulla, Co. Clare.
11 Nov - 5 Jan • Terry Pratchett’s Nation, National Theatre, South Bank,
London. SE1 9PX. Box office 020 7452 3000.
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13-15 Nov • Novacon 39, Park Inn, Mansfield Road, Nottingham. Now £45
reg at the door; day £10 Fri, £20 Sat, £15 Sun. Contact 379 Myrtle Rd,
Sheffield, S2 3HQ. Novacon has reclaimed novacon.org.uk after its lapse and
some five years in the cruel hands of a cybersquatter.
17-21 Nov • Unseen Academicals (play), Abingdon. Sold out.
25 Nov • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Tce, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5pm for 6pm. With Michael Marshall [Smith].
19-22 Nov • Thought Bubble (comics): Leeds Sequential Art Festival with
1-day con on 21st. Tickets £8. Contact thoughtbubblefestival at googlemail
dot com. Bookings: www.thoughtbubblefestival.com.
20-22 Nov • WexWorlds (sf/fantasy festival), Wexford, Ireland. About 25
events in the Arts Centre, Library, hotels etc; most free (three workshops
each cost €5). Contact: info at WexWorlds dot net.
2-5 Apr 10 • Odyssey 2010 (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel,
Heathrow, London. £55 reg, £45 unwaged, £25 supporting or junior (<17),
rising on 16 November to £65, £55 and £30; £75, £65 and £30 at the door.
Unchanged: £5 child (<11), £1 infant (<5). Contact: 5 Langhaul Rd,
Crookston, Glasgow, G53 7SE.
11-13 Jun 10 • SF Foundation Critics’ Masterclass, Middlesex U, London.
£180 reg. Apply by 28 Feb to farah dot sf at gmail dot com.
27-30 Aug 10 • Discworld Convention. Now £55 reg, £36 concessions. £20
supporting as before. Contact PO Box 4101, Shepton Mallett, Somerset, BA4
9AJ; info at dwcon dot org.
9-10 Oct 10 • NewCon 5, The Fishmarket, Northampton. Hotel: Park Inn.
GoH Pat Cadigan, Paul Cornell, Paul McAuley. £40 reg (£45 after 9 April
2010); under-16s £30; £25 day. Contact 41 Wheatsheaf Rd, Alconbury
Weston, Cambs, PE28 4LF.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Some Of Us. Why a non-fantasy bestseller is so very
laudable: The Help is “... a beacon in the darkness of contemporary book
publishing – in a time when a vampire is the main character in a young adult
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novel responsible for four out of every twenty-five books sold in the first
quarter of this year ...” (Huffington Post, 26 October) [RF]
World Fantasy Awards. NOVEL (tie) Jeffrey Ford, The Shadow Year; Margo
Lanagan, Tender Morsels. NOVELLA Richard Bowes “If Angels Fight” (F&SF
2/08). SHORT Kij Johnson, “26 Monkeys, Also the Abyss” (Asimov’s 7/08).
ANTHOLOGY Ekaterina Sedia, ed., Paper Cities. COLLECTION Jeffrey Ford, The
Drowned Life. ARTIST Shaun Tan. SPECIAL/ PROFESSIONAL Kelly Link & Gavin
J. Grant (Small Beer Press, Big Mouth House) SPECIAL/NON-PROFESSIONAL
Michael Walsh (Old Earth Books).
Contrast. When the interestingly named Ms Marmite Lover staged a
Marmite-themed dinner at her London home restaurant, the Marmite people
sent product freebies and earned some useful goodwill. When she planned a
(non-profit) Harry Potter dinner whose guests would dress as wizards etc,
Warner Bros sent a lovable cease-and-desist letter: “your proposed use of the
Harry Potter properties [...] would amount to an infringement of Warner’s
rights.” (Telegraph, 25 October) [MPJ]
Magazine Scene. Blackfish Publishing’s Filmstar and the SFX rival Death
Ray ceased publication in October at issue 5 and issue 21 respectively.
• Lightspeed, a new on-line magazine from Sean Wallace’s Prime Books,
launches in June 2010 with John Joseph Adams as fiction editor.
R.I.P. Frank Coghlan Jr (1916-2009), US actor who played Billy Batson in
the 1941 Adventures of Captain Marvel film serial – shouting “Shazam!” and
magically turning into another actor – died on 7 September aged 93. [PDF]
• Louise Cooper (1952-2009), UK fantasy author whose debut novel was The
Book of Paradox (1973), died unexpectedly on 21 October. [SN] Her scores
of fantasy and supernatural novels include the popular Time Master and
Indigo series (the former extended with prequel and sequel trilogies), plus
much work for younger readers. Stan Nicholls writes: “She was 57, and is
survived by her husband, Cas. A fine writer and a very nice person.”
• Dean Ellis (1920-2009), US artist and illustrator responsible for many sf
book and magazine covers, died in October; he was 88. [WCW]
• Barry Letts (1925-2009), UK producer, director and writer who was
involved with Doctor Who since 1967 (as producer 1969-1974; he also wrote
scripts and spinoff novels), died in early October aged 84. [SR/O]
• Vic Mizzy (1916-2009), US composer who wrote, scored and sang the
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famous finger-snapping theme song of The Addams Family, died on 17
October. He was 93. [SD]
• Don Ivan Punchatz (1936-2009), noted US artist and illustrator who
appeared in many major magazines (National Geographic, Newsweek, Time
etc), died on 22 October aged 73. His genre work included 1970s Avon
covers for the Foundation and Riverworld series, and package art for the
original Doom game. (SFscope)
• George Tuska (1916-2009), US comics artist who worked on many titles
from the late 1930s to mid-1980s – including ten years with Marvel’s Iron
Man – died around midnight on 15/16 October. He was 93. [PDF]
• Ed Valigursky (1926-2009), US artist who in the 1950s and 1960s painted
many sf covers for Amazing, Fantastic, Ace Books (especially the Doubles)
and other publishers, died on 7 September; he was 82. [AIP] Favourite
subjects included menacing robots and needle-nosed spaceships.
With Friends Like These ... “There are nerds. There are science fiction
nerds. And then there are American fans of Doctor Who – those who dare to
combine the exquisite dweebery of Anglophilia with the delicious dorkdom
of old-skool [sic] SF. I’m of that last tribe, a real Who-head. I can tell you
what Tardis stands for (Time and Relative Dimensions in Space), and, more
important, I can say ‘Tardis’ over and over again – not just with a straight
face but with reverence. Bargain-basement BBC values? Alien monsters
made from trash cans and toilet plungers? Anachronous kibitzing with
Shakespeare and Dickens? That’s my flavor, mate ... I suppose US culture
simply isn’t advanced enough to appreciate the longest-running, most
successful, and yes, the cheesiest and chintziest science fiction series in
television history. And by advanced, I mean defeated.” (Scott Brown, Wired,
November) [MMW]
Outraged Letters. Simon R. Green on the possible beatification of John
Wyndham (A266): “There’s a Walk of Stars in Brum? Wonderful, just what
an author needs; knowledge that after he’s gone, people will walk all over
him.”
• Andy Sawyer has the dirt on Prof John Mullan (see A267), he who scorns
the sf reader as “a special kind of person who has special weird things they
go to and meet each other.” Take it away, Andy: “Do I detect pique?
Obviously this is not the same John Mullan who next weekend [written 2
October] will be found hanging about with a very special fandom, aka the
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Jane Austen Society of North America. I don’t know if there’s a masquerade,
but there’s certainly a competition: ‘Which two brothers and which two
sisters, created by Jane Austen, would JASNA members like to have as their
own brothers and sisters?’ And the programme includes: ‘Fashion
Demonstration, “Dressing Mr. Darcy”’, ‘Workshops: Dance, Reticule,
Silhouette’, and the rather mournful combination of ‘4:30pm to 5:30pm
Social hour (cash bar) / 5:30pm to 8:00pm / Dinner on your own’.”
C.o.A. Lilian Edwards, 39 (1F2) Viewforth, Edinburgh, EH10 4JE. Anton
Sherwood, Post Office Box 1853, Bellingham, WA 98227, USA.
Health & Safety. Joe Haldeman (see A267) is out of danger, has moved
from intensive care to rehabilitation, and by 26 October was walking and
doing exercises: “He was tired (‘Why is the gravity so strong on this
planet?’), but he bounced back quickly.” [GH]
• Jay Lake announced his alarming diagnosis online: “... lung mass is
officially a tumor, surgery in the next few weeks, chemo decision to follow.
I’ve had better days.” (26 October) [BB] Wish him luck.
• Graham Sleight broke his leg while stepping off a train at Euston on 6
October, with the prospect of 4-6 weeks of crutches; he asks Ansible to
record his “gratitude at all the kindness I’ve received from fannish folk.”
With Friends Like These (II) ... Review of Defying Gravity by someone
determined to establish insider status: “Time to come out of the geek closet,
I’m a sucker for sci-fi, so imagine my excitement about a new show in which
astronauts explore the solar system 50 years from now. The disappointment
was swift and brutal. This really, really stinks: it’s pretty much unwatchable
from minute one. And that’s the big thumbs down from the fanboy core
demographic – heaven knows what normal people will think.” (London Lite,
21 October) [BA]
Random Fandom. Tommy Ferguson and Leslie have sad news: “As some of
you may already know our son Joshua was still born three months ago at 41
weeks, on 22 July 2009.” Much sympathy.
• Pádraig Ó Mealoid, former Octocon boss, was unexpectedly banned from
Octocon (Dublin, 10-11 October) at very short notice, apparently for
criticizing its organization, with no appeal allowed. For a couple of days All
(Online) Fandom Was Plunged Into War; but swift diplomacy by James
Bacon led to unbanning and a joint Pádraig/Octocon statement full of astral
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peace and cosmic harmony. Which was a great relief.
As Others See The Bottom Line. With Hollywood’s film output falling, the
Guardian paints a ghastly vision of the future: “As cash for new movies dries
up, a greater proportion of the shrinking resources is going into a tiny range
of sci-fi, superhero and mystic titles. / Coppola said that even if studios
survive the upheaval, ‘they will just make certain kinds of films like Harry
Potter – basically trying to make Star Wars over and over again, because it’s
a business’.” (18 October) [LW]
Fanfundery. TransAtlantic Fan Fund: voting has begun in the 2010 race
from North America to the UK Eastercon (Odyssey), and closes on 22
December 2009. The candidates are Anne KG Murphy & Brian Gray,
standing jointly, and Frank Wu. See taff.org.uk for ballot forms.
Thog’s Masterclass. Distributed Middle Dept. “Jackson could see one of the
enemy soldier’s [sic] midsection splatter red against the brick behind him and
then fall forward dead.” (Travis S. Taylor, One Day on Mars, 2007) [MB]
• Dept of Self-Reference. “The boys at the college were delightedly scared
and did their very best to heighten their fear with fantasised stories of the
more macabre genre.” (James Herbert, The Survivor, 1976.) [KN]
• Escapology Dept. “I felt my eyebrows crawling up my forehead.” (Timothy
Zahn, Night Train to Rigel, 2005) [GS]
• Simile Dept. “... he searched the desk. His hairy hands fluttered
methodically through the contents of its drawers with spasmodic rushes, like
a couple of apoplectic tarantulas ...” (Robert Wells, Right-Handed
Wilderness, 1973) “It revealed Selinda as painfully young. Her nipples were
still pink like goldfish snouts ...” (Ibid) [BA]
• Dept of Neat Tricks. “I shift forwards, stretch out my legs and lean back so
that only the base and the top of my shoulders make contact with the chair.”
(Clare Dudman, One Day the Ice Will Reveal All Its Dead aka Wegener’s
Jigsaw, 2003) [PB]

Stage-Struck Supplement
Beyond Our Ken. David V Barrett was there: “Last night I went to a tribute
to Ken Campbell, at the Olivier Theatre at the National. In the audience were
more half-recognized loveys than I’ve ever seen in one place (it was a show
by actors for actors), but many of them genuinely quirky ones – they’d have
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to be to have worked with Campbell!
“The show was extracts from his works over the years – one-man-shows, the
8-hour Illuminatus!, the 22-hour The Warp, the pidgin Makbed blong Willem
Sekspia etc etc. Lots of surreal, genuinely weird and plain silly stuff, all of it
superbly performed by about 25 actors in different combinations, ending up
with audience-prompted impro – and with a small piano-led jazz group at the
back of the stage. Compiled by his daughter Daisy Campbell (who also took
part, though I didn’t recognize her), compèred by John Sessions, directed by
Sir Richard Eyre – who near the end helped on stage a very doddery Warren
Mitchell to narrate a piece on the baboon’s bottom he did for Ken years ago.
Utterly brilliant from start to much-later-than-advertised finish.
“They filmed it, but I think only for archive rather than broadcast – though if
it is ever shown, it’ll be well worth watching. A loving tribute to one of the
last great eccentrics. I’m glad I was there.” (13 October)
Birth of a Nation. Pat McMurray at the preview: “Imagine yourself sitting
with about 50 others around the edge of a rehearsal hall in the National
Theatre. There are some Polynesian-themed pictures and props around the
walls and a slightly raised area in the middle, but generally the hall feels quite
bare. You’re about to see a scene from Nation, from 11 November at the
National Theatre, directed by Melly Smith, based on a novel by Terry
Pratchett, adapted by Mark Ravenhill.
“The director sits on the bare stage, introduces the scene you’re about to see –
set late in the novel, which she also quickly summarizes for those who
haven’t read it, about a quarter of the attendees – she apologises for the lack
of music and sound effects, and the absence of a seven-metre-tall god. Later
she’ll also explain what the stage setting, costumes, props will look like. But
none of this matters now.
“The action starts – forgive the cliché, but the play suddenly explodes in front
of your eyes like the birth of a universe, not just the birth of a nation –
immediately you’re transported to the South Pacific where you witness
cannibals, hand to hand combat, ancestors, a shark attack, underwater scenes,
an encounter with a god, and a boy becoming a man, and a hero. It feels like
30 seconds have passed when the actors bring you back to your own life, but
a lifetime has been lived. It was spectacular, energising, thought-provoking,
even the small piece we saw – amazing work.
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“In the Q&A at the end we caught a glimpse of the hard physical and mental
work that had gone into what we had just seen. There are still many surprises
to come in the play itself, including but not limited to the music, the tsunami,
the seven-metre-high god.
“I walked out and went to buy the novel to read it again. This rehearsal scene
showed all the makings of another successful adaptation at the NT.” (30
October)

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 4 December 2009: Brum Group, Old Joint Stock pub, Temple Street,
Birmingham city centre: 7:30pm for 8pm. With Steve Green on TAFF. £4;
members £3. Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Future
meetings: 4 December, Christmas Social, Selly Park Tavern, Selly Oak. 7pm11pm. Admission by ticket only: £10, deadline 23 November. 8 January,
AGM, back at the Briar Rose; 12 February, Quiz; 12 March, Jo Fletcher; 9
April Adam Roberts; 14 May, Jasper Fforde.
Outraged Letters II. Simon R. Green cannot be stopped from writing. “Just
to please Margaret Atwood, I think my next book may well feature telepathic
talking squids. Having sex. With cabbages. On Planet X. Because I am a
science fiction writer, and I do write science fiction. I am a geek. In fact, I am
Tarzan, Lord of the Geeks. Raised by anoraks in the urban jungle....”
Editorial. Some of you begged to look at the original fanzine pages of “The
Eye of Argon”, whose acquisition by Sandra Bond was announced last issue.
With Sandra’s help and permission, the Ansible 2009 Christmas treat will be
a PDF facsimile of the whole thing – placed online for your emetic
delectation. Expect a link in the December issue.
• Press Relations Masterclass. I begged IDWcon for early information about
their announced but unspecified 1 November price hike. On 20 October they
assured me: “We’re not raising our prices for November.” This news was
trustingly inserted into the draft Ansible. No further word from IDWcon, but
on 1 November their website started showing higher prices. What merry
pranksters.
Who Goes There? The Blackpool Doctor Who museum is to close forever at
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8pm on 8 November; its contents will be dispersed among other UK Who
displays, as listed at ...
http://www.doctorwhoexhibitions.com
Random Fandom II. Cardinal Cox won the John Clare Trust Poetry Prize in
October – presumably with skiffy poems redolent of rockets, chemicals, and
talking squid in outer space, since he sent the news to this low sf rag....
• Margaret Hoyt wrestles with philosophical intricacies: “I have been looking
at recent issues of Ansible, trying to guess about the elusive definition of
science fiction. I conclude that it’s now okay for Ms. Atwood to write about
talking squid and perpetually horny blue guys and not be tarred with the sf
brush, but that cabbages are right out, with or without doilies?”
• Greg Pickersgill masterminded another fanhistorical archive project. The
complete run of Vince Clarke’s 1948-1960 Science Fantasy News is now on
line:
http://www.gostak.org.uk/sfn/
The Dark Monarch, subtitled Magic and Modernity in British Art, is a
current exhibition of more or less fantastic art at Tate St Ives, continuing until
10 January 2010. £5.65 admission. [AIP]
http://www.tate.org.uk/stives/exhibitions/dark-monarch/
Thog’s Masterclass II. Eyeballs in the Sky. “He gazed about at them from
behind his hood.” (Andrew J. Offutt, Evil is Live Spelled Backwards, 1970)
• “The great soft eyes smiled.” (Ibid)
• “From the hollow caverns in which cowered his eyes hot tears streamed.”
(Ibid)
• All gleaned by Adam Roberts, who has more to say here:
http://punkadiddle.blogspot.com/2009/10/andrew-j-offutt-evil-is-livespelled.html
Ansible 268 Copyright © David Langford, 2009. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Paul Barnett, Barbara Barrett, Mark Bernstein, Paul Di Filippo, Steven Dunn,
Rose Fox, Gay Haldeman, Martyn P. Jackson, Steve Jeffery, Kim Newman,
Stan Nicholls, Omega, Andrew I. Porter, Steve Rogerson, Gordon Smith, Edd
Vick, William C. Wagner, Lloyd Wood, Martin Morse Wooster, and Hero
Distributors: Dave Corby (BSFG), SCIS/Prophecy, Alan Stewart (Oz). 2 Nov
09.

1147

Ansible 269, December 2009
From Dave Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU. Web
news.ansible.co.uk. Fax 0705 080 1534. ISSN 0265-9816 (print) 1740-942X
(e). Logo: Dan Steffan. Cartoon: Brad Foster. Available for SAE or a
cartridge with a spare key.
Novacon 39. I enjoyed this year’s move to the very hospitable Park Inn,
Nottingham. The only regret was that I failed to photograph the hotel’s health
& fitness club sign: “Innaction”. Justina Robson was a popular GoH. Nova
Awards for fan work went to Banana Wings (fanzine), Claire Brialey (writer)
and Sue Mason (artist).

In the Bleak December
Roland Emmerich, purveyor of filmic holocaust, destroys many world
landmarks in the new 2012 – with one tactical exception. The holy Kaaba at
the heart of Mecca, goal of Hajj pilgrims, is spared: “Well, I wanted to do
that, I have to admit [...] But my co-writer Harald [Kloser] said, ‘I will not
have a fatwa on my head because of a movie.’ And he was right. [...] so I
kind of left it out.” (Scifiwire.com) [DKMK]
Terry Goodkind has been cruelly misjudged: “First of all, I don’t write
fantasy. I write stories that have important human themes. They have
elements of romance, history, adventure, mystery and philosophy. Most
fantasy is one-dimensional. It’s either about magic or a world-building. I
don’t do either.” (USA Today interview, August) [RF]
Joe Haldeman was at last allowed home on 10 November after 52 days in
hospital, many spent in intensive care. Oh good! [GH/RF]
Jay Lake’s surgery on 25 November, to remove a tumour from his lung, was
reportedly successful. [SFWA] He’s back home and doing well.
Christopher Lee was knighted by Prince Charles on 30 October.
H. Beam Piper has a new memorial stone at the Fairview Cemetery,
1148

Altoona, Pennsylvania, paid for by a fund that raised over $5,000 from Piper
fans. The stone was unveiled on 7 November. [SD]
Frederik Pohl celebrated his 90th birthday on 26 November.
David Pringle was at the secret (though leaked in the Guardian by looselipped Will Self) 79th-birthday celebration of J.G. Ballard on 15 November:
“So who was there? Will Self, of course, and Mike Moorcock (on crutches).
About 100 people in all, in a large function room at Tate Modern –
apparently all paid for by HarperCollins. Representatives of other publishing
houses were somewhat thin on the ground, although Malcolm Edwards was
there as one might expect. / Who else? Well, the event was organized by
Ballard’s daughters, Fay and Bea, with much help from Claire Walsh and
Maggie Hanbury (JGB’s agent). Fay and Bea’s brother, Jim Ballard or
‘Jimmy Junior’ was there too! It was the first time most people present had
had a chance to meet him. / Apart from W. Self and M. Moorcock, and the
daughters, there were speeches from M. Amis (by video), S. Spielberg and
producers (also by video), British film producer Jeremy Thomas (in the
flesh), and V. Vale of Re/Search Publications fame, over from America –
who managed to compare JGB with Shakespeare. / Others seen around
included writers Iain Sinclair and Toby Litt, film-makers Chris Petit and
Solveig Nordlund, and sundry faces familiar from TV – Joan Bakewell
(thinking man’s crumpet), Peter York (style guru of yore). Bill Spencer,
Ballard’s old friend from Cambridge in 1949-1950 and himself a Carnell sf
author in the 1960s, was looking remarkably spry at 84 with his red bowtie
and full head of hair. / Not there, sadly – Brian Aldiss, Emma Tennant, Hilary
Bailey, and Martin Bax of Ambit fame. (Apparently at least some of them
were invited but were unable to come.)”

Conze
4 Dec • British Fantasy Society Open Night, The George, Fleet St
(pedantically, 213 Strand), London, WC2R 1AP. 6pm onward. Free.
17 Dec • London Circle Xmas Meeting (if pub booked), Melton Mowbray,
18 Holborn, EC1N 2LE. 5-6pm to late. All welcome.
16-17 Jan 10 • ConRunner 2, Mercure St Paul’s Hotel, Sheffield. £40 reg,
rising to £45 on 1 January; £45 at the door. Day £25. Contact 56 Jackmans
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Place, Letchworth GC, Herts, SG6 1RH.
27 Jan 10 • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Tce, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5pm for 6pm. With Jim Burns. (Please note that as usual there is
no BSFA meeting in December 2009.)
30 Jan 10 • BFS Open Night, York Brewery, York. Time TBC.
27 Feb 10 • Picocon 27, Imperial College Union, London. 10am-7/8pm.
Details TBC. Payment is normally at the door only. Contact ICSF, Beit Quad,
Prince Consort Road, London, SW7 2BB.
27-29 Mar 10 • Edge of the Wild (Tolkien art exhibition), Redesdale Hall,
Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 0AW. GoH Ted Nasmith and other artists. Free
admission 9am-5pm. Contact malcx at adcbooks co uk.
2-5 Apr 10 • Odyssey 2010 (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel,
Heathrow, London. Now £65 reg, £55 unwaged, £30 supporting or under-17s
(£60 reg and £50 unwaged for BSFA members); £75, £65 and £30 at the
door. £5 child (<11), £1 infant (<5). Contact: Fiona Marshall c/o Coton
House, Conference Centre, Rugby, CV23 0AA.
13-15 Aug 10 • Festival in the Shire (Tolkien), Y Plas, Machynlleth, Wales.
£25 until 1 January; day £10 Fri or Sun, £15 Sat (£15 and £20 at door). There
are pricier options: “Collector’s Exposition” £100; conference attendance
£150; VIP pass (i.e. everything) £235; all to rise 1 January. Contact info at
FestivalintheShire dot com.
24-31 Oct 10 • Milford Conference, Snowdonia. Published authors only. ~
£430 (TBC) full board; £100 deposit. Contact c/o Homeway House, 40
Westhay Rd, Meare, Glastonbury, Somerset, BA6 9TL.
12-14 Nov 10 • ArmadaCon 22, Royal Fleet Hotel, Plymouth. GoH, prices
TBA. Contact 20 Pinewood Close, Plympton, Plymouth, Devon, PL7 2DW;
enquiries at armadacon dot org.
12-14 Nov 10 • Novacon 40, Park Inn, Mansfield Road, Nottingham. GoH
Iain M. Banks with Brian Aldiss and Harry Harrison. £40 reg, likely to rise
after Easter. Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
Rumblings • International SF Reshelving Day was announced for 18
November by John Leavitt: a guerrilla-shopper initiative in which sf and
fantasy books not so classified would be moved to suitable genre shelves in
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shops. Richard Adams and Margaret Atwood (who tweeted “Hilarious! Nov
18 my b’day ...”) headed the list. After protests – the main sufferers would be
shop staff who’d need to carry all those books back again – Leavitt changed
his mind: “Okay. ISFRD is a bad idea. Hell, it’s a terrible idea. It’s not my
first, and I’m sure it won’t be my last. But this one I can do something about.
ISFRD is cancelled.” (Isfrd.org) • Illustrious is a 2011 UK Eastercon bid
whose chosen hotel is the Hilton Metropole at the Birmingham NEC site. See
www.illustrious.org.uk. • Renovation, the 2011 Worldcon in Reno, Nevada,
announces that online registration is “now up and running” at
Renovationsf.org.

Infinitely Improbable
Tell Me The Old, Old Story. Morena Baccarin, the actress playing the lead
alien in the new version of V, has a unique insight: “Science fiction used to
get a really bad rap and I think that’s really changing. ‘V’ is not necessarily a
science-fiction show. It’s more about relationships, drama and everyday stuff
...” (Boston Herald, 3 November) [DK]
• Likewise BBC1’s series Paradox, featuring Dick-style efforts to avert
future disasters displayed by a precognitive computer: Tamzin Outhwaite,
playing one of the would-be averters, says “It’s not sci-fi; it’s more a police
drama with a mad twist.” (Total TV Guide, 21-27 October) [MPJ] Ms
Outhwaite did not reach this conclusion lightly: “Initially I thought it was a
sci-fi project ... Then I read the script and realised it wasn’t. It’s about police
officers trying to work out whether there is a worm hole between two time
zones.” (Teletext TV Plus interview) [DH]
Awards. Booktrust Teenage Prize: Neil Gaiman, The Graveyard Book. [AW]
• David Gemmell Legend (heroic fantasy): two extra categories have been
added, Newcomer and Cover Art as well as Novel.
Court Circular. B.C. Bamber (who?) has self-published a dystopian sf novel
snappily titled The Vast and Gruesome Clutch of Our Law. The hero’s father
is bumped off by the dread secret police, but “escapes and sets out to halt the
vile purges of Intrum and Justica ...” Could B.C. Bamber have a grudge
against the feared UK debt collection agency Intrum Justitia? “The firm is
consulting its legal advisers.” Vile purges may follow. (Martin Waller, Times
City Diary, 12 November). [MMcG]
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R.I.P. I.F. Clarke (1918-2009), UK sf bibliographer, anthologist and scholar
of future-war fiction whose books included The Tale of the Future (1961;
revised 1972, 1978) and Voices Prophesying War (1966; 1992) and The
Pattern of Expectation (1979), died on 5 November. He received the SF
Research Association’s Pilgrim Award in 1974. [AS]
• Lionel Davidson (1922-2009), UK writer of well-regarded thrillers whose
sf/fantasy includes The Sun Chemist (1976) and the YA Under Plum Lake
(1980, also as by David Line), died on 21 October aged 87. [JC].
• Shel Dorf (1933-2009), US comics artist and letterer who in 1970 founded
San Diego’s now huge Comic-Con International, died on 3 November; he
was 76. [AIP]
• Raymond Federman (1928-2009), French-born author long resident in the
USA, whose The Twofold Vibration (1982) is dystopian sf, died on 6
October; he was 81. [JC]
• Herbert Goldstone (1920-2009), US writer whose story “Virtuoso” (F&SF
1953) was reprinted in anthologies, died on 7 May aged 89. [GVG]
• Robert Holdstock (1948-2009), UK author of many notable sf, fantasy and
horror novels, died on 29 November, having been in intensive care since
collapsing on the 18th with what proved to be a serious E. coli infection. He
was only 61. [RK/ME] Most of his finest work is part of or linked to the
Mythago cycle, opening with Mythago Wood (1984) – a World Fantasy and
BSFA Award winner – and dealing with powerfully re-imagined mythic
archetypes inhabiting an English heartwood far vaster inside than out. All
sympathy to his partner Sarah and the rest of the family. Losing Rob leaves a
huge, aching hole in the British sf scene.
• John Joyce (1939-2009), UK actor who worked with Ken Campbell’s
Science Fiction Theatre of Liverpool – with major parts in Illuminatus!, The
Warp, and an adaptation of Theodore Sturgeon’s Some of Your Blood seen at
the 1979 Brighton Worldcon – died on 15 September aged 70. He attended
many North London fan parties of the 1980s. [RK/ME]
• Karl Kroeber (1926-2009), US literary academic who wrote the nonfiction
Romantic Fantasy and Science Fiction (1988), died on 8 November. He was
Ursula K. Le Guin’s brother. [GVG]
• William Miller (1934-2009), UK publisher in the 1960s/1970s and later a
Japan-based literary agent, died on 5 November aged 75. David Pringle
writes: “Along with John Boothe, he ran Panther Books (later Granada)
throughout much of the 1960s, and was responsible for a lot of sf there
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(notably Ballard).”
• Sheila Pover, UK fan and Ansible reader who used to attend the Discworld
conventions, died on 20 November aged 79.
• Edward Woodward (1930-2009), UK actor perhaps most famous for
starring in The Wicker Man (1973), died on 16 November; he was 79. [AW]
As Others See Themselves. Another V star, Elizabeth Mitchell, joins the
peer group: “‘I’m a dork and a nerd,’ admits the actress, who once
breathlessly approached the son of Dune author Frank Herbert in a bank.
‘They know I’m one of them. Completely. Like a wolf in sheep’s clothing.
I’m a sci-fi fan – with a soccer mom on the outside.’” (Dan Snierson
interview, Entertainment Weekly, 6 November) [MMW]
Fall of the Columns. Sci Fi Wire, the online presence of the dread Syfy,
cancelled all its regular columns including John Clute’s long-running
“Excessive Candour” reviews. The Clute response to editor Scott Edelman:
“In very brief compass, what SCI FI Wire did over the past year was to
institute changes that themselves made it hugely difficult for anything
remotely resembling a column to be 1) findable on the site or 2)
understandable as a column if found by accident or 3) linkable to any
previous column that might provide readers with continuity. Once this was
accomplished, it was child’s play to then ‘discover’ what you had arranged to
be the case: to ‘learn’ in other words ‘that the whole online column idea has
become passe’. / Because you guys created a situation you then pretended to
discover.” (7 November) The column is to relaunch next year as “Scores” on
the Strange Horizons site.
Outraged Letters. James Bacon enjoyed last month’s Wexford sf festival:
“WexWorlds was a huge success, first event had 644 children present, and
the momentum never flagged with many events being full houses. Darren
Shan and Eoin Colfer sharing a stage was superb, and Dr Emma J. King soon
had her own fanclub, of children loving exploding light bulbs in microwaves
and watching apples treated with LN2 getting hit with a hammer. Serious
panels also well attended. So went well. Looking at 26th-28th November next
year.”
• Marion Pitman on David V. Barrett’s A268 report: “Intrigued to see that the
Ken Campbell tribute show was performed by ‘25 actors in different
combinations’. Saved on the wardrobe bill I guess.”
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Science Masterclass. A sleuth identifies the instant poison used for a
fiendish crime: “... CO2 gas. Carbon dioxide, you know.” [...] “Are you
sure?” “Positive! As both you gentlemen know, it is a violent and fatal
poison. When inhaled in any quantity, as for example from a vial, it produces
a spasm of the glottis and immediate death.” (George Allan England, “PingPong”, in Best Detective Stories, 1930) [MP]
Random Fandom. Dave Lally, “who was present at his own birth in Dublin
on Sun 4 Dec 1949”, warns London fan meetings that he’ll be even more
relentless in his attendance after 4 December, when as a doddering
sexagenarian he receives his Freedom Card travel pass.
• Martin McGrath lost nine months’ work and email in a hard drive (plus
backup drive) failure. If awaiting a reply from him, especially re BSFA Focus
submissions, please resend: martinmcgrath at ntlworld dot com.
• Dan Steffan won the annual Rotsler Award for long-time achievement in
fanzine art, bringing him not only eternal glory but also $300.
We Are Everywhere. The TLS review of Dinah Birch’s new edition of The
Oxford Companion to English Literature mutters that “There is palpable
overcompensation for the previous neglect of science fiction.” Though Neil
Gaiman’s short entry is admired, there is sniffiness about the inclusion of
“Stephen Gallagher, author of two series of Doctor Who in the 1980s”; praise
for Greg Bear’s Blood Music “feels incongruously partisan.” But overall it’s
a positive review. (TLS, 28 October) [AS]
Fanfundery. GUFF: the southbound race to the 2010 Australian Worldcon is
now on, with candidates James Shields and Douglas Spencer. Voting
continues until (just before) midnight on 5 April 2010. See
taff.org.uk/guff.html for ballot. UK admin: Ang Rosin, 26 Hermitage Grove,
Bootle, Merseyside, L20 6DR.
• TransAtlantic Fan Fund: voting closes on 22 December 2009. Candidates
are Anne KG Murphy & Brian Gray, standing jointly, and Frank Wu. See
taff.org.uk for ballot. UK admin: Steve Green, 33 Scott Road, Solihull, B92
7LQ.
Strange Bedfellows. “More generally, the archetypal Ayn Rand devotee has
a lot in common with the archetypal Star Trek fan. She has a following, then,
but its actual influence is questionable.” (Dolan Cummings, Spiked! Review
of Books, November) [PL]
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In Memoriam. Ben Jeapes writes: “A memorial service and requiem mass
was held for Jennifer Swift in the chapel of Magdalen College, Oxford, on 7
November. Her husband Tim Bartel brought grace and dignity to his reading
from the works of Julian of Norwich; and what a difference it makes when
the celebrant priest delivering the eulogy clearly knows and admires the
deceased. He knew all about her sense of humour, her late-blossoming career
as a journalist; and her and Tim’s love of taking their tandem bike to places
where if a gradient is less than 25% it’s not worth talking about. Of fannish
note was an aria from Perelandra: The Opera with music by Donald Swann.
Jennifer with her biological knowledge would have been able to describe the
exact biochemical changes going on inside the just-prepubescent chorister
that made him take three stabs at hitting the opening note. She would also
have found it incredibly funny (certainly funnier than the chorister did).
Jennifer’s ashes have been buried in the Fellows Garden at Magdalen.”
The Weakest Link. Anne Robinson: “In Winnie-the-Pooh, what type of
animal is Tigger?” Contestant: “A rabbit.” (BBC1) [PI]
Group Gropes. Friends of Kilgore Trout (Glasgow), meeting 2nd Thursday
each month: their pub the Cask & Still is closing, and future meets from 10
December will be at the Edward Wyllie in Bothwell St.
• Broken Drummers (Discworld): London, 1st Monday. Next meeting is 7
December in The Monkey Puzzle, Paddington, W2 1JQ. All welcome.
Thog’s Masterclass. Arithmetic Dept. “‘Death to Prowlers.’ Two words
seemed to sing through Agar’s brain ...” (Frank Belknap Long. “Willie”,
Astounding, October 1953) [KMcA]
• Eyeballs in the Sky. “Slowly his right eye lidded itself and then rolled back
on a moist optic.” (Ibid)
• Transmutation Dept. “The lower portion of old Babu’s face seemed to
harden, as though some sudden and mysterious alchemy were working to
change his jaw muscles from stone to iron.” (Ibid)
• Dept of Geography: The War on Canada. “To relieve even more of the
population stress, the United States had invaded the much smaller country.”
(Junius Podrug, Feathered Serpent 2012, 2010) [SHS]
• Simile Dept. “A swirling lava lamp of colors boiled on the screen like a
hallucination that the cat had dragged in.” (Alexander Besher, Rim, 1994)
[AK] “... white sideburns that grew like a pair of moccasins at the sides of his
head. His greying hair was slicked back carelessly to reveal a furrowed brow
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with a long bridged nose and brown eyes that dogged you like a pair of
English spaniels.” (Ibid) “Her eyes were like glass vacuum tubes, lit.” (Ibid)
“He looked up at Gobi with eyes like charcoal briquettes waiting to be lit.”
(Ibid) “They saw two matching crew cuts and eyes as dead as pool cues.”
(Ibid) “Looming just ahead of them on the maglev grid was an intersecting
skyway ramp that looked like it would rip them off the truck as if they were
medicated plasters of Salonpas.” (Ibid)

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 4 December 2009: Brum Group Christmas Social, Selly Park Tavern, Selly
Oak. 7pm-11pm. Admission by ticket only: probably too late to buy one.
Future meetings at Old Joint Stock pub (first floor), Temple St, off Colmore
Row, Birmingham city centre: 7:30pm for 8pm. TAFF. £4; members £3.
Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. 8 January, AGM; 12
February, Quiz; 12 March, Jo Fletcher (returning to the Briar Rose Hotel,
Bennett’s Hill, Birmingham city centre); 9 April Adam Roberts; 14 May,
Jasper Fforde.
• 14 December 2009: Guardian Book Club with Terry Pratchett, Hall One,
Kings Place, London. 7pm. Tickets must be bought in advance. £11.50 from
the box office at 020 7520 1490, or £9.50 online:
http://www.kingsplace.co.uk/spoken-word/the-guardian-book-club/-guardianreview-book-club-with-terry-pratchett
Jolly Seasonal Editorial. I’m not feeling even slightly merry at present –
losing Rob Holdstock has been shatteringly depressing – but had prepared the
seasonal treats earlier. As promised, and with lots of thanks to Sandra Bond
for providing scans and detailed credits, “The Eye of Argon” is now available
in a scintillating, many fauceted PDF facsimile of its original fanzine
appearance. Details here:
http://ansible.co.uk/misc/eyeargon-intro.html
• The online supplement to this issue, with Greg Pickersgill’s starry-eyed
Novacon report:
http://news.ansible.co.uk/a269supp.html
• And a final Christmas extra, your editor’s Cloud Chamber 160:
http://ansible.co.uk/cc/cc160.html
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Late Event News. Steve Green writes: “A fund-raising performance of
Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four will be held at the Battersea Arts Centre on 10
December, in aid of Amnesty International. The date marks the 61st
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Tickets are £60
each for Amnesty members, which includes champagne, live music and
nibbles (the latter hopefully not from one of Winston’s rats). Details: 0208
326 8225.”
C.o.A. Tony Cullen’s planned December house move is delayed to January.
Tuckerizations for TAFF: eBay auction of character naming rights in future
work by various notables, with proceeds to the TransAtlantic Fan Fund. See
links.
http://netmouse.livejournal.com/656723.html
http://community.livejournal.com/taff2009/36939.html
R.I.P. Continued. Milorad Pavić (1929-2009), Serbian novelist and poet
who used various devices of time dislocation to escape linear narrative (most
famously in the linked-encyclopedias structure of the 1984 Dictionary of the
Khazars), died on 30 November aged 80. [SHS]
Robert Holdstock. I hope to include longer appreciations next issue; just
now it seems too soon to beg Rob’s desolated friends and colleagues for
material. Stephen Baxter writes: “It was Rob who, I think at a Mexicon circa
1988, suggested I should send my first tentative novel outline (for Raft) to
Malcolm Edwards, thus sending me on my way. So I had a lot to thank him
for. But I suppose I’m glad the last time I saw him was at the Gollancz
autumn party, when he was on good form.”
• Also, a few links. Rob’s brother Jim at Moorcock’s Miscellany:
http://www.multiverse.org/fora/showpost.php?p=183809&postcount=54
• A memorial thread at the official Holdstock site:
http://robertholdstock.com/2009/11/rip-rob-holdstock/
• Another at Making Light:
http://nielsenhayden.com/makinglight/archives/011927.html
• Jo Walton at Tor.com:
http://www.tor.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=blog&id=58376
• In mostly lighter vein, some brief Rob cameos from Ansibles of long ago:
http://news.ansible.co.uk/a45.html#03
http://news.ansible.co.uk/a105.html#24
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http://news.ansible.co.uk/a160.html#21
http://news.ansible.co.uk/a164.html#05
• The Wertzone links to many more tributes:
http://thewertzone.blogspot.com/2009/11/robert-holdstock-has-passedaway.html
Ansible 269 Copyright © David Langford, 2009. Thanks to Steven Dunn,
Malcolm Edwards, Rose Fox, Gay Haldeman, Martyn P. Jackson, Roy
Kettle, Amanda Kear, Dan Kimmel, David K.M. Klaus, Paul Lagasse, Kyle
McAbee, Martin McGrath, Marion Pitman, Private Eye, Andy Sawyer,
Steven H Silver, Gordon Van Gelder, Andrew Wells, Martin Morse Wooster,
and our Hero Distributors: Dave Corby (BSFG), SCIS/Prophecy, Alan
Stewart (Oz). 1 Dec 09.
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Ansible 269 Supplement
On Novacon 39
Greg Pickersgill
There was a moment on the Friday night when I came out of the toilet and
had no idea where I was. I opened the door and I was standing in a room I
didn’t recognize and had no expectation of being in. I was for a few seconds
utterly confused. Then I realized that all the shapeless lumps occupying the
space were actually fans and the peculiar din was the happy chatter of science
fiction enthusiasts and suddenly I knew I was where I always wanted to be.
In fact the whole Novacon was like that, something of a surprise and revealed
joy at the same time. Some have said – though certainly not me – that
Novacon was an old and tired thing clinging to halflife in a dismal hotel, and
that going to it was something they may once have done but definitely not
any more. Well, time to rethink that then for a start. The convention was Big
Fun, the programme very good indeed, and the new Nottingham hotel a
remarkable treasure that should be fostered as a fannish resource for as long
as possible.
OK, the hotel was not perfect. One can have a bit of a shock to discover that
typically there was only one clothes hanger in a room, bad enough for singles
but hopelessly inadequate for two sharing. (Roger Peyton of course had
seven, but then also he had eleven pillows as well ...). Some of the furniture
in the bar areas were those unfashionably low bench seats that make sitting
on the floor the preferable option. And some queried the colour of the
bathroom doors. Hold on, I’m making that last one up, but simply to show
that there was actually so little wrong with this hotel that it was a
wonderment in itself. The staff were universally helpful for a start. The bar
staff, on both first and second glance an apparently sullen and unsmiling
bunch, were actually fantastically efficient and extremely able, even when it
was quite obvious late in the evenings that they’d have been much happier
doing almost anything else. They laid about their tasks with brisk efficiency
and no complaint and were thus a pleasure to deal with. And they got a
decent – though to my mind insufficient – collection at the end too. The hotel
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food was at the very least good and arguably (for a convention anyway)
excellent. The chips in particular were quite fabulous and even such a humble
object as a pasty – often a sickening and inedible disappointment – was a
tasty and pleasing thing. And some would have it that the roast pork rolls
were something they’d go a long way for. I hope you’re getting the drift here
– the Park Inn is a very good convention hotel indeed.
As regards the programme it really was a superb old-fashioned single track
(more or less) joy; for Catherine and I there was more we wanted to see than
time we had to see it. I missed both of the science items set for Saturday and
Sunday mornings as I simply can’t pay proper heed to such things at that time
at a convention. The more alert of us went and came back sparkly-eyed with
joy and proceeded to act out – with grand gestures – newly revealed secrets
of Darwinism and black holes, and made those who’d waddled aimlessly
around the bookroom instead feel their lives peculiarly impoverished. I also
failed to attend an item on the hows and whys of the cancellation of
apparently popular sf television series; not from choice but because I was
otherwise committed to the single instance of programme clash, and perhaps
as expected found myself being told “You should have been there” and
“You’d have loved it”. And I probably would have too, as the thing I was
doing turned out to be not much more than two hours of largely unproductive
waffle about the whys and wherefores of bookrooms at conventions. In which
I accidentally managed to offend an otherwise quite charming fantasy author
by stating in no uncertain terms that I’d never so much as heard of her. I did
apologize afterwards, but I resolutely remain not one of her readers, being an
old-fashioned science fiction fan by determination.
I’d have to say though that the programme, good as it was, did have its
clothes-hanger moments. The Saturday night quiz has been a bit of a thing at
Novacons for some years. Yes, great idea, fans love quizzes, and it is
arguably a good idea to try and engage as many people as possible rather than
just competing teams on the platform, but somehow it always seems to
engender more a feeling of frustration than excitement. This year it was
focused entirely on cinema and tv sf, not my thing at all (unless you count
British movies pre-1970 with a side-order of Czech sf, a niche speciality if
ever there was one), and our team was appropriately named “Country of the
Blind”. And indeed, despite having both Steve Green and Dave Lally on
board we actually came last with a rather feeble score. There’s a surprise
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then. To illustrate our lack of touch, the only question that we instantly and
unequivocally knew the answer to was something derived from Damon
Knight’s short “To Serve Man”, a possibly accidental intrusion of the literary
into the agenda. Mind you it wasn’t helped by the fact that the mechanics of
the quiz descended with startling rapidity into the chaotic and more than one
team (OK, especially ours ...) completely lost track of which number question
they were answering at any given time. Which made for a bit of a problem
come marking. It was all very Powerpoint and all that, but I can’t help feeling
there’s a better way of doing this, and I am certainly going to suggest it.
The GoH was (as you know, professor) one Justina Robson, of whom I know
little other than she’s an English woman and a writer. Her appearances on
both a “Room 101” with Steve Green and her GoH interview were both
entertaining and engaging and congratulations are due to Steve for the first
and Pauline Dungate for the latter, both steering the items with great skill. Ms
Robson came across as possessed of a fine dry humour and the ability to
make an account of her writing career interesting. I was left feeling that
although I didn’t want to read her books I rather wished I wanted to.
Catherine however was confirmed in her fannishness. Ms Robson didn’t
seem much at ease at large in the convention though, and more than one
person reported her as difficult to engage in conversation.
There was of course lots of other good programme stuff. My enthusiasm for
TAFF is long dimmed but Steve Green is a great performer so it should have
been no surprise that his TAFF report, built around photographs taken on his
trip, was lots of fun. So charming was it that by the end I was seriously
wondering if I could get away with the same trick regarding my 1986 TAFF
trip, which I had similarly intended to report around photos taken every step
of the way; it may have been the drink thinking, so I had another one to blot
it out, but the nagging thought and vague guilt remains. But how much of the
truth can be told?
I was somewhat apprehensive about the Nova Award debate, partly because I
expected James Bacon to pop up with some contrived plan redolent with
Pollyannaish optimism to make the award Relevant or somesuch, but to my
genuine surprise there wasn’t a lot of huffing and groaning from the audience
at all and the new groove seems to have been established comparatively
smoothly. Actually I was indeed rather surprised that when challenged with
such things as “What are the Novas for then?” and “If we were starting this
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now would we start it at all?” there was little or nothing contentious offered
up to impede progress. Anyway, the new plan will be fully revealed between
now and then as soon as some tweaks have been applied. It’s presently
something of a conflict between democracy and the other thing. Suffice to
say that the important part, the effective decoupling of the Nova awards from
fanzine activity in specific, has been achieved without many dead or even
observable collateral damage. Oh happy day.
The panel on the form and function of the bookroom that followed on from
the workshop item mentioned earlier wasn’t any more illuminating than the
diffuse and lengthy discussion that had preceded it, but it did give the
opportunity to pass on some of the few insights gained; like for example all
the present Big Players (if we may so extravagantly use such a term) in the
book room are dealers who have been fans, or more accurately perhaps are
dealers because they have been fans. And there is a general lack of newly
published material available. And dealers do not necessarily adjust their stock
to reflect the authors attending or the concepts intended to be discussed in the
programme. All these things can and should be addressed, but there is a
strong element of horse and water involved. My feeling though is that the
convention dealers should in the first instance establish their unique selling
point as stocking the sort of stuff that makes you go Ooooh! and reach
immediately for your money; by this I mean good but uncommon back-stock,
small-press material, things that you either can’t find on Amazon or won’t
even know about until you see them laid out in front of you. The audience
was questioned and whilst everyone had been into the bookroom at least once
(most of them multiple times though perhaps not the obsessive hanging-about
practised by some of us hem hem) and most had bought, some them handing
over significant sums, a goodly number actually said they had bought less
than they were prepared to, simply because what was on offer was less
desirable than hoped for. As someone who believes in the old phrase “the
bookroom is the secret heart of the convention” it seems deeply important to
me that this is something that just can’t be allowed to run down the drain
without the intervention of someone’s finger, and I remain deeply unhappy
about the 2010 Eastercon’s crackpot idea that dealers’ tables allocated to
booksellers could be limited, to allow space for all the plastic tat and craftfair stuff that many of us avoid in normal circumstances. However, it does
depend to an extent on the dealers being receptive to suggestion. Andy
ColdTonnage, for example, sometimes seems to see cons as just a way of
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disposing of all the bookstock he’d forgotten he had, and perhaps he should
be reminded that a significant proportion of the take on his tables was from
the sale of the Good Stuff, the full price and recently published (often smallpress) books.
Regarding the event in total I think back now with wonderment at the fact
that at no point did I feel bored, disconnected, alienated or in anything other
than in a state of genuine pleasure at everything that was going on. Good
programme, excellent and very entertaining conversations with so many
people (step forward in particular ... no, it would be invidious to name
names), and a real sense of well-being towards all fen generally.
What I’m getting at here, at the death, is that there are a tract of people who
when triggered will whinge on about the good old days of human-scale
single-programme conventions where they could meet all their fannish
friends and have a really good really good really good time. Look, hold the
phone, here we are, it’s right there, it may have had a few difficult years (and
haven’t we all) but Novacon is the old pal you’re waiting to be reunited with,
and who doesn’t turn out to have become a middle-aged bore. Here’s the plan
– join next year’s Novacon, it’s the 40th so do it for that sake if nothing else,
and make sure you organize yourself to stay over the Sunday as well, it’s so
disappointing to see so many people leave well before the end, they miss
some fun and we miss them, and we can all link arms and contact the living.
I could go on but I won’t. I could say that having been flattered into a minor
programme post on next year I have a vested interest in whipping up
enthusiasm, but in reality I enjoyed this convention so much, and can so
easily see that the next one (even without my assistance) could be at least as
good or better, that I do most strongly advise anyone who has an affection for
conventions of the good old days to get up stand up join up and book early.
Greg Pickersgill

2009 Nova Awards: Full Results
Best fanzine: 1, Banana Wings (30 points); 2, Journey Planet (24); 3, Head
(20); 4, Prolapse / Relapse (18); 5=, Plokta, Quasiquote (11); 7, No Sin But
Ignorance (7); 8, The Descent of Fan (6); 9, Lost in Space (3); 10=, Ansible,
Procrastinations (2), 12=, The Banksoniain, Critical Wave (1).
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Best fan writer: 1, Claire Brialey (26 points); 2, James Bacon (15); 3, Doug
Bell (14); 4, Mark Plummer (11); 5, Dave Langford (9); 6, Christina Lake
(8); 7=, Sandra Bond, Peter Weston (7); 9, Max (5); 10, Greg Pickersgill (4);
11, John Nielsen Hall (3); 12=, John Coxon, Alison Scott, Nicholas Whyte
(2); 15=, Caroline Mullan, Yvonne Rowse, Alan Sullivan, Ian Williams (1).
Best fan artist: 1, Sue Mason (13 points*); 2, Alison Scott (13*); 3, John
Toon (12); 4, Steve Jeffrey (8); 5, Steve Green (7); 6, D West (6); 7, ATom
(5); 8, Clarrie O_Callaghan (4); 9, Dave Hicks (3). [*Although Sue Mason
and Alison Scott tied both for points and first-place votes, Sue received more
second-place votes.]
Steve Green
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Ansible 270, January 2010
From David Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU, UK.
Web news.ansible.co.uk. ISSN 0265-9816 (print); 1740-942X (e). Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Bruce Townley. Available for SAE, samnites, smithereens
or proscenium.
“2010? Shouldn’t we all be wearing silver jump suits with
jet packs?” (first line of Coronation Street, 1 January) [DG]
A NOVEL INSIGHT.

The Storms of January
Lyn Brown, Labour MP for West Ham, brought some sf relevance into the
media frenzy about UK MPs’ expenses with a modest £37.85 claim for “Hire
of Tardis and catering”. If only she’d used its time-travel facility to warn
herself of the coming expenses leak.... (Guardian) [MPJ]
Frank Frazetta’s son Alfonso was caught red-handed removing $20m worth
of parental paintings from the Frazetta museum in Pennsylvania, after an
accomplice ripped off its door with a mechanical excavator (or backhoe, as
they say over there). He explained that his father told him to; but Frazetta
Senior says he didn’t. (BBC) [JS]
Joe Haldeman will be honoured by SFWA as their Damon Knight Grand
Master for 2010. The decision was made before Joe’s serious illness and
recovery in late 2009. Latest: he’s out of hospital, again. [GH]
Peter Jackson of Lord of the Rings film fame was made a knight in New
Zealand (a title abolished there in 2000 but now reinstated).
Diana Wynne Jones fell and broke her hip on 2 December. The hip joint was
replaced in an operation next day, and Diana returned home on 11 December.
She’s reportedly in good spirits. [CB/DD]
Ursula K. Le Guin published an open letter to the US Authors Guild (of
which she’d been a member since 1972), resigning in protest at the Guild’s
part in the Google Book Settlement. “You decided to deal with the devil, as it
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were, and have presented your arguments for doing so. I wish I could accept
them. I can’t. There are principles involved, above all the whole concept of
copyright; and these you have seen fit to abandon to a corporation, on their
terms, without a struggle.” (18 December) She pointedly adds that she’s
remaining in SFWA and the National Writers Union, which both opposed the
settlement.
Patrick Stewart was knighted in the UK New Year honours list, for services
to drama. Actress Margaret Tyzack (genre credits include 2001 and the 1979
Quatermass) has a CBE. Awards for literature were few but included an OBE
for prolific children’s author Dick King-Smith, whose animal fantasy The
Sheep-Pig (1983) became the film Babe.
Peter Watts, noted Canadian sf author, was beaten, arrested, held overnight
and charged with assault by US border police after trying to re-enter Canada
on 8 December. No one who knows Watts can believe the “assault”; it seems
that some touchy officer(s) objected to his asking why they were searching
his car on exit. The case continues and was referred to a US circuit court on
22 December. Watts feels that day’s hearing “went well – so well, in fact,
that I actually wondered if the whole thing might end then and there, despite
having been told that it never does. [...] And the prosecution chose not to
show any surveillance footage of the alleged offence. Draw your own
conclusions.” (blog, 24 December)
• Independent defence fund site: www.freethesquid.org.

Contumulation
16-17 Jan • ConRunner 2, Mercure St Paul’s Hotel, Sheffield. Now £45 reg;
same price at the door. Day £25. Contact 56 Jackmans Place, Letchworth GC,
Herts, SG6 1RH.
27 Jan • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Tce, London, SW1W
8EZ. 5pm for 6pm. With Jim Burns.
30 Jan • BFS Open Night, York Brewery, York. Time TBC.
5-6 Feb • SFX Weekender, Pontin’s Holiday Park, Camber Sands, East
Sussex. Charged by accommodation; shared chalets only; no single rooms.
See www.sfxweekender.com for details. Contact 08700 110034.
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5-7 Feb • Van der Filk (filk), Ramada Hotel, Grantham, NG31 7XT.
£32/$46/€36 reg; £16/$23/€18 child/unwaged; under-6s £1/$1/€1. At the
door: £35, £17 and £1. Day: £10 Fri, £20 Sat, £15 Sun. Contact 1379 Lincoln
Rd, Werrington, Peterborough, PE4 6LT.
27 Feb • Picocon 27, Imperial College Union, London. 10am-7/8pm. £10
(probably) at door only; £8 concessions; £5 ICSF members. Contact ICSF,
Beit Quad, Prince Consort Road, London, SW7 2BB.
19-21 March • Corflu Cobalt, Winchester Hotel, Winchester. £45/$65 reg,
rising to £50/$75 on 17 January. £10/$15 supp. Rooms £80/night
twin/double. Advance booking closes 13 March. Day rates £10 Fri, £25 Sat,
£20 Sun (not including brunch banquet). Sterling to 45 Kimberley Gardens,
London, N4 1LD. US$: Robert Lichtman, 11037 Broadway Tce, Oakland,
CA 94611-1948, USA.
25-28 Mar • World Horror Convention, Royal Albion Hotel, Brighton. £75
reg, rising to £100 on 31 January. No at-the-door or day memberships.
Contact PO Box 64317, London, NW6 9LL.
2-5 Apr • Odyssey 2010 (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow,
London. £65 reg, £55 unwaged, £30 supporting or under-17s (£60 reg and
£50 unwaged for BSFA members); £75, £65 and £30 at the door. £5 child
(<11), £1 infant (<5). Contact: Fiona Marshall c/o Coton House, Conference
Centre, Rugby, CV23 0AA.
13-15 Aug • Festival in the Shire (Tolkien), Y Plas, Machynlleth, Wales.
Now £35 reg; day £20 Fri or Sun, £25 Sat (discount for PayPal). “Collector’s
Exposition” £130; conference £190 until May; VIP pass (i.e. everything)
£260. Contact info at FestivalintheShire dot com.
26-29 Aug • Tricon (Eurocon), Cieszyn/Cesky Tesin, Polish/Czech border.
€15 reg, rising to €17.50 on 1 February; €20 on 1 April; €22.50 on 1 June;
€25 on 1 August. Guest list, online registration and other details at
http://tricon.info/.
17-19 Jun 2011 • Eurocon 2011, Stockholm. GoH Elizabeth Bear, Ian
McDonald, Jukka Halme (fan). £30/€35/SEK350 reg, rising after Easter 2010
to £35/€40/SEK400. Payment info: www.eurocon2011.se.
Rumblings • Aussiecon 4 Hugo nominations opened on 1 January. For ballot
forms, see www.aussiecon4.org.au. PINs for online voting were emailed on 4
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January. Though I joined only once, I received two!

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. “At least beer geeks get to drink beer, which is a step up
from most other forms of geekery. Plus, you don’t have to wear pocket
protectors or make Star Trek costumes, and sometimes you actually get to
meet women.” (Nicholas Pashley, Cheers! An Intemperate History of Beer in
Canada, 2009) [MMW]
• PCmag.com’s “Top 100 Web Sites of 2009” selection showered faint praise
on io9: “Hey, nerds! How about a nerd blog for your nerd interests? io9
covers everything science fiction and otherwise less-than-hip.” [via ML]
Awards. Fflur Dafydd’s semi-satirical sociopolitical thriller Y Llyfrgell – set
in 2020 – won the £5000 Daniel Owen Memorial Prize at the 2009 National
Eisteddfod. David Redd observes: “Truly, sf concepts are now mainstream.
As they were before Uncle Hugo set up shop....”
Talking Squid Redux. “Your campaign is working!” writes Ric Cooper:
“On BBC Radio 4’s Today programme at 08:41 on 28 December the
presenter Evan Davis, interviewing Brian Aldiss and ‘science-fiction writer
Ian Stewart’ (Prof. Ian Stewart FRS), without prompting excoriated
mainstream writers for belittling SF as being about ‘talking squid in space’. /
Aldiss was in fine elder statesman form, refusing to be cut off by the young
whippersnapper, feigning to forget the name of the ‘crime lady’ who
perpetrated such very sincere flattery of his Greybeard (P.D. James with The
Children of Men) and even coining a new name for SF – ‘metaphorical
realism’. / The respect shown to SF just might have had something to do with
the fact that the programme’s ‘guest editor’ was a certain Martin Rees –
that’s Prof. Lord Rees, Astronomer Royal to you, sonny! He added his two
penn’orth to the discussion, saying that he habitually told his students it was
better to read first-rate SF than second-rate science writing.”
R.I.P. Christopher Anvil (Harry C. Crosby, Jr, 1925-2009), US author of
many magazine stories – mostly in John W. Campbell’s Astounding and
Analog – died on 30 November aged 84. The first of his eight novels was The
Day the Machines Stopped (1964).
• Charlie (Chas.) Balun (1948-2009), influential horror/splatter film critic in
Fangoria, Gorezone and several nonfiction books, died on 18 December aged
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61.
• Gene Barry (1919-2009), US actor who was Dr. Clayton Forrester in
George Pal’s War of the Worlds (1953) and had a bit part in the 2005 remake,
died on 9 December; he was 90. [SD]
• Don Congdon (1918-2009), US literary agent and anthologist who was Ray
Bradbury’s agent for over 50 years from 1947, died on 30 November. He was
91. (NY Times)
• Roy Edward Disney (1930-2009), Walt’s nephew, whose 1980s revolt
against company policy restored Disney animation strengths and led to the
Pixar partnership, died on 16 December aged 79. [DKMK]
• Janet Fox (1940-2009), US author of short stories – also, as Alex
McDonough, five of the six 1990s “Scorpio” sf novels – died on 21 October
aged 68. She was best known for her writers’ market report Scavenger’s
Newsletter (1984-2003). [LP]
• Buddy Martinez, co-founding editor of Iniquities magazine, sometime copublisher at Gauntlet Press, and author of short horror stories, hanged himself
on 30 November. [JF]
• Brittany Murphy (1977-2009), US actress who had parts in SeaQuest DSV,
Sin City and Futurama (voice), died on 20 December aged 32. [DKMK]
• Paul Naschy (1934-2009), Spanish director, screenwriter and actor
notorious for his more than 100 horror films, died on 30 November aged 75.
(NY Times) [AIP]
• Dan O’Bannon (1946-2009), noted US sf screenwriter whose credits
include Dark Star (in several capacities; he played Sgt Pinback), Star Wars
(effects), Alien, Return of the Living Dead, Lifeforce, Total Recall, Screamers
and several more, died on 17 December. He was 63. [SR]
• Mark Owings (1945-2009), US bibliographer (often in collaboration with
Jack Chalker), editor and small-press publisher, died on 30 December; he was
64. [GVG]
• David C. Smith, US scholar in several disciplines including the life and
times of H.G. Wells – of whom his Desperately Mortal (1986) is a notable
biography – died on 7 November. [JC/PP]
• Richard Todd (1919-2009), Dublin-born actor of Dam Busters fame, whose
genre credits included the 4-episode Doctor Who sequence Kinda (1982),
died on 3 December; he was 90. [MPJ]
As Others See Some Of Us. “Self-described geeks and horror fans are
especially upset at how the [Twilight] series introduces the conventions of the
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romance novel – that most stereotypically feminine, most scorned of literary
forms – into their far more highbrow and culturally relevant monster stories.”
(Sady Doyle, The American Prospect, 19 November) [MMW] Were there fan
riots when Anne McCaffrey polluted our highbrow, culturally relevant
dragon stories with romance?
Outraged Letters. Stephen Gallagher on his snub in the TLS review of The
Oxford Companion to English Literature (A269): “Slightly surprised to be
singled out for a kicking – I haven’t looked up the review but I did check on
the reviewer [Henry Hitchings], in case I may have offended him or jilted his
mother. But I never heard of him before today. So I suppose a mature
response would be Yah boo, at least I’m in the book, and unlike some people
I didn’t have to write my own Wikipedia page.”
• Simon R. Green offers a New Year treat: “a certain D. Langford makes a
strong appearance in the fourth Secret Histories book, From Hell with Love ...
Though you do, as usual, die horribly, you’re a much more sympathetic
character this time. I may be mellowing.” Or perhaps I am.
• Martyn P. Jackson “attended the Dimensions Doctor Who Con in
Newcastle [November] where one of the guests was Gillian Brown. Gillian
appeared as Ohica in the 1976 Doctor Who story ‘The Brain of Morbius’.
You may also know her as the producer of Ken Campbell’s one-man shows.
She related how Ken introduced her to the work of Philip K Dick: Ken rang
Gillian at 2am and said, ‘I want you to go to your local bookshop in the
morning and ask the young man behind the desk to put all of his Dick on the
counter.’”
• Dan Kimmel goes critical: “The Boston Society of Film Critics met Sunday
[13 December] and included three genre films among their honorees. South
African director Neill Blomkamp was named best new filmmaker for his
District 9. [...] Pixar’s Up was cited as best animated film. The big surprise
was in the award for best ensemble cast where the gritty drama Precious
shared the prize with the rebooted Star Trek.”
Court Circular. George Lucas lost his UK Court of Appeal lawsuit against
Andrew Ainsworth, the designer of Star Wars stormtrooper helmets and
armour who’s been selling replicas made from his original mould. The ruling
was that the models are not fine-art sculptures (lifetime plus 70 years
copyright) but “utilitarian” industrial designs which can be protected for only
15 years. Naturally Lucas plans to escalate this to the new UK Supreme
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Court. (Times, 17 December) [MPJ]
The Weakest Link. Anne Robinson: “What is the name of the London club
that marks the start/finish point in Jules Verne’s Around the World in 80
Days?” Contestant, a woman described as a teacher of English and music:
“Ronnie Scott’s.” (BBC1, 14 December) [MPJ]
• George Bowie, Radio Clyde presenter: “Which famous detective features in
the Agatha Christie [sic] novel The Hound of the Baskervilles?” Contestant:
“Is it Harry Potter?” (The Bookseller) [JCo]
In Memoriam. Many recollections of Rob Holdstock (1948-2009) appear in
this issue’s supplement: news.ansible.co.uk/a270supp.html.
Magazine Scene. The Internet Review of SF will cease with the February
2010 issue. [GVG]
• Kirkus Reviews, “the hard-to-please pre-publication blurb machine” (New
York Observer), and Editor & Publisher were both axed in December by their
owner, Nielsen Business Media. [ML]
Random Fandom. Dr David V. Barrett gloats over having become, as of 20
December, “the person formerly known as Mr David V. Barrett.”
• FAAn Awards: the 2010 ballot is available at the Corflu website. See
corflu.org/pdfs/2010faanballot.pdf or here. A new category has been
introduced this year: Lifetime Achievement Award for 30 or more years of
fan activity. What next – Fan Emeritus?
• Rob Hansen revealed that 11 December 2009 was the 80th anniversary of
the first meeting of the first US sf fan group, the Scienceers, and that the UK
equivalent will be 27 October 2010 – eighty years from the inaugural meeting
of the Ilford Science Literary Circle in 1930.
• David Levine, US fan and author, was picked for a January “expedition” at
the Mars Desert Research Station in Utah, operated by the Mars Society. The
volunteer crew spends two weeks at “real research on geology, astronomy,
and medicine in a simulated Mars environment (complete with space suits).”
[GS]
Change & Decay. Borders UK branches closed for the last time on 22
December. The final frantic book sale was complicated by successful legal
action from Hachette (Gollancz, Headline, Hodder, Little Brown, Octopus,
Orbit, Orion, Weidenfeld & Nicolson, etc), forbidding the administrators,
MCR, to flog off books supplied on the usual sale-or-return basis.
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(Bookseller) At Borders in Islington, for example, bargain-hunters who’d
grabbed Hachette publishers’ sf/fantasy titles at 70% discount learned only at
checkout that the books weren’t for sale. [ME/RK]
Fanfundery. TransAtlantic Fan Fund: 96 ballots were cast, 83 actually
expressing a preference. Results announced on 23 December: Anne KG
Murphy & Brian Gray, standing jointly, won by a first-round majority with
50 votes (40 NA; 10 Euro/rest of world), trailed by Frank Wu with 30 (18;
12) and Hold Over Funds with 3 (2; 1). Anne & Brian will thus travel to
Odyssey, the 2010 Eastercon at Heathrow. More at taff.org.uk. UK admin:
Steve Green, 33 Scott Road, Solihull, B92 7LQ.
As Others See Avatar. “This film really was a huge risk for 20th Century
Fox. They took a movie that has no real stars and one with an ostensibly
limited appeal. Sci-fi is typically a geeky genre so for them to make such a
success out of a film that is about big blue aliens is very impressive.” (Heat
magazine film editor in Independent, 2 January) [MPJ]
C.o.A. Tony Cullen (from 14 January), 21 Clareville Road, Caterham, Surrey,
CR3 6LA. Mike & Deb Rohan (as well as former address), 16/2 Learmonth
Terrace, West End, Edinburgh EH4 1PG. Ina Shorrock, 14 Shalem Court,
Teehey Lane, Higher Bebington, CH63 2JB. (Phone unchanged. “Passing
fans always welcome.”) M.J. “Simo” Simpson, 108 Grace Road, Leicester
LE2 8AZ (phone and email unchanged).
The Dead Past. Fifty Years Ago: UK fans were urged to Leicester Square to
see the newly released On the Beach. But “Author Nevil Shute is reported as
having refused to see the film and a friend of his was quoted in The News
Chronicle as saying, ‘The love interest is overplayed and the ending
coarsened.’” (Skyrack 11, 1 January 1960)
Thog’s Masterclass. Simile Dept, Continued. “They were lifted off the
ground like salmon plucked out of the Kushiro River as they headed
upstream to spawn in the mountains of Hokkaido.” (Alexander Besher, Rim,
1994) [AK] “Explosive shurikens flew like punctuation marks above Tomo’s
head.” (Ibid) “Like dying spiders his fingers crawled over the control panel,
smearing it with blood.” (Frank Schätzing, The Swarm, 2004; trans Sally-Ann
Spencer, 2006) [AR]
• Dept of Terrifying Imagery. “He allowed a pregnant pause. ‘You see, Dr
Roche, if tiny insects launched a concerted attack on your nostrils, your
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finely tuned, highly complex body would be in danger of collapse.’” (Ibid)
• Very Like A Whale Dept. “Watching the oil-spattered Dean laugh and jump
around reminded him of sitting on his grandfather’s knee.” (Ibid)
• Dept of Higher Mathematics. “This is a ninety percent male society ... we
outnumber our women two hundred to one.” (Jacquelyn Frank, Hunting
Julian, January 2010) [RF]
• Said-Bookism Dept. “‘I was,’ he emanated darkly ...” (Ibid)
• Dept of Mathematics II. “... there are twenty-one of us, including myself
and the signal officer who is on the roof watching for the signal, which, being
four squads of four, is exactly the number we ought to have ...” (Steven
Brust, Sethra Lavode, 2004) [BA]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 8 January 2010: Brum Group AGM, Old Joint Stock pub (first floor),
Temple St, off Colmore Row, Birmingham city centre: 7:30pm for 8pm.
TAFF. £4; members £3. Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co
uk. Future meetings: 12 February, Quiz; 12 March, Jo Fletcher (returning to
the Briar Rose Hotel, Bennett’s Hill, Birmingham city centre); 9 April TBA;
14 May, Jasper Fforde.
Editorial. Happy New Year! Your feckless editor, beset with various
distractions including Hazel’s father’s house move (rapidly followed by Rob
Holdstock’s funeral and the traditional paralysis of Britain by the wrong kind
of snow), didn’t get around to constructing a silly seasonal e-card until 24
December. Here’s the URL, followed by a reminder of this issue’s memorial
supplement for Rob Holdstock; many thanks indeed to everyone who
contributed.
http://ansible.co.uk/misc/card2009.html
http://news.ansible.co.uk/a270supp.html
The Stygian Haunts of Hell. Don Simpson, original transcriber of “The Eye
of Argon” and ultimate source (from “an 8-inch floppy disk formatted for my
S-100 bus CP/M computer”) of all online copies, scrutinized the PDF
facsimile and found he’d omitted a sentence fragment. Further corrections
have been made to the digital text. Read all about it here ...
http://ansible.co.uk/misc/eyeargon-intro.html#var
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Thog’s New Year Extra. Neat Tricks Dept.“‘It’s that dragon,’ Jhai
exclaimed, shading her hand with her eyes.” (Liz Williams, Precious
Dragon, 2007) [MP/LW]
• Dept of Extra-Dimensional Portals. “Two doors opened from the end of the
lobby. One was occupied by a bed, a wardrobe and a dressing table.” (Ken
MacLeod, The Execution Channel, 2007) [MQ]
• Similes Revisited. “... tears coursed hot streaks down his cheeks, falling like
mercury snowdrops ...” (Andy Remic, War Machine, 2007) [RD]
Ansible 270 Copyright © David Langford, 2010. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Chris Bell, John Clute, Jonathan Cowie, David Devereux, Richard Dixon,
Steven Dunn, Malcolm Edwards, Jo Fletcher, Rose Fox, David Garnett, Gay
Haldeman, Martyn P. Jackson, Amanda Kear, Roy Kettle, David K.M. Klaus,
Making Light, Patrick Parrinder, Lawrence Person, Marion Pitman, Andrew
I. Porter, Michael Quinion, Adam Roberts, Steve Rogerson, Joe Siclari,
Gordon Van Gelder, Liz Williams, Martin Morse Wooster, and our Hero
Distributors: Dave Corby (BSFG), SCIS/Prophecy, Alan Stewart (Oz). 4 Jan
10.
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Ansible 270 Supplement
Remembering Rob Holdstock
1948-2009
A substantial crowd attended Rob’s funeral on 17 December at the
(Unitarian) Rosslyn Hill Chapel in Hampstead, London. Malcolm Edwards,
acting as MC, and a strong team of Rob’s friends and family made the event
a highly memorable send-off for our man. There was music – including of
course Vaughan Williams – but no hymns; the minister, Rev. James
Robinson, spoke only briefly. Chris Holdstock (Rob’s brother), Paul Kincaid
(reading a message from Christian Lehmann), Roy Kettle, Chris Evans,
Malcolm Edwards, Jim Burns, Wendy Froud, Chris Priest, Lisa Tuttle, Garry
Kilworth, Matilda Verrells (Rob’s niece) and Jo Fletcher all remembered Rob
aloud and/or read from his work. Exhilarating, funny, moving, emotionally
draining. Afterwards, it snowed.
The official website, Robert Holdstock’s Mythago Wood, has a page of
tributes from the funeral (some of which also appear below) and a long
memorial thread. By kind permission of Malcolm Edwards, here are links to
PDF copies of the order of service – including prose and verse by Rob
himself – and the keepsake booklet of photographs and memories which was
distributed after the ceremony. Anyone wishing to make a charitable donation
in Rob’s memory is encouraged to support his beloved trees via the Rob
Holdstock Memorial Fund at The Woodland Trust.

Contributors
Stephen Baxter • Sandra Bond • Graham Charnock • Pat Charnock • John
Clute • Jonathan Cowie • Ellen Datlow • Malcolm Edwards • Stephen
Gallagher • David Garnett • Steve Green • Jon Courtenay Grimwood • John
Nielsen Hall • Rob Jackson • Gwyneth Jones • Sheila Kavanagh • Tony Keen
• Roy Kettle • Ursula Kiausch • Garry Kilworth • Paul Kincaid • Maureen
Kincaid Speller • David Langford • Christian Lehmann • Michael Moorcock •
Donald Morse • Rog Peyton • Andrew I. Porter • Chris Priest • David Redd •
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Adam Roberts • Andrew Stephenson • Lisa Tuttle

Stephen Baxter
It was Rob who, I think at a Mexicon circa 1988, suggested I should send my
first tentative novel outline (for Raft) to Malcolm Edwards, thus sending me
on my way. So I had a lot to thank him for. But I suppose I’m glad the last
time I saw him was at the Gollancz autumn party, when he was on good
form.
Ansible 269

Sandra Bond
The time was April 1987. I was seventeen, and having heard that the London
SF fans met in the Wellington pub by Waterloo station, I screwed my
courage up and along I went on the train from my home in Bagshot, Surrey.
As anyone who went in those days will remember, the Wellington was
heaving with bodies. I came very close to running away in a panic; in those
days I was even less good with crowds of people than I am now. But this was
fandom, my first meeting with it. Fandom. Fandom! The means by which
Ray Bradbury, Robert Silverberg and Michael Moorcock had made the leap
from shy reticent teenagers like me to world-famous names leaping out from
the paperback racks in W.H. Smith’s. If I wanted to be like them, I had to
stay. I had to make contact.
I picked someone at random and said something like “Are you a science
fiction fan?”
“Yes,” said Rob Holdstock. “I’m Rob Holdstock.”
I had hit the jackpot. All those people in the room, some of them probably
mere Trekkies or Whovians, and I’d hit an author with my first bullet! I
burbled something about how I’d always wanted to meet authors and how I’d
loved Where Time Winds Blow (though truth to tell I’d found it rather hard
going; it had a really nice cover, though) and ... and ... and.
Rob looked at me. With hindsight I can understand all too well what was
going through his head. I was a lunatic or a fanatic and I knew his name.
Perhaps I was going to demand that he autographed my underwear or
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something.
“Actually,” he said, “I didn’t write that.”
“?”
“I don’t really write any of those books. They just have my name on it. She
writes them for me.” He indicated a smiling, beautiful woman standing at his
side, who beamed at me.
“You wrote all those books?” I exclaimed. Oh, I was in very heaven now. I
knew something about science fiction that ordinary people didn’t know!
Anyone could know that Brett Sterling was really Edmond Hamilton or
Lewis Padgett was Kuttner and Moore by looking them up in a reference
book, but only a select few knew that Robert P. Holdstock’s books were
written by ... um, who? I introduced myself to the woman with many a
compliment about Rob’s writing.
“Hello,” said Linda Krawecke. “Yeah, I don’t like being famous so I write
books and let Rob put his name on them.”
I think they kept the pretence up for about twenty minutes until Vince Clarke
came past and they managed to offload me onto him, explaining that I was
the rankest of neofans and high on enthusiasm if low on common sense, and
begged him to look after me. Which of course he did, and I lived happily ever
after in fandom, even if I still haven’t become the next Robert Silverberg. Or
even the next Linda Krawecke.

Graham Charnock
Some photographs from the funeral.
I’ve just got back from the funeral/reception and it was a bit too much of an
experience for me to comment on it in depth here, save to say that it all “went
off” very well. It was very well managed by Malcolm and I think Sarah and
the others of his close family appreciated it, and the obvious outpouring of
warmth and affection from all his friends. It was nice to see fellow baristas
Uncle Johnny, Brian Parker and Dr Rob turning out as well. A few of us went
to the pub next door afterwards, and the last people standing were Roy Kettle,
Kathleen, myself, our friend Lesley and Rob’s ex, Sheila, so we stayed and
each had a pizza (medium). Someone had told Sheila that I wasn’t drinking
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so, since she always seemed to be the one buying all the drinks, all she would
let me have was tonic waters. It was especially galling when Roy spilt a glass
of red wine over me, as if to rub it in. It was snowing when we left the pub,
huge regular snowy flakes which were settling. It seemed sort of seasonal but
it reminded me it presaged a Christmas Rob wouldn’t be there to see and
celebrate in his inimitable style, which was sad.
Adapted from post to email list, 17 December
2009

Pat Charnock
I think Rob Holdstock’s funeral went very well today.
It was held in a Unitarian chapel in Hampstead, and the chapel felt very
welcoming. The minister explained that they believed in one god, and were
happy to welcome believers of all persuasions to services, including
humanists. Certainly there were all sorts of people there. As we’ve all said
before, Rob had a great talent for friendship, and he had lots of friends.
The coffin was of wickerwork, decorated with two wreaths on top, and holly
with berries round the sides. It was perfect for Rob. It creaked as they
brought it in, and placed it at the front of the chapel.
The minister started the service, but it was led by Malcolm. And there were
speakers, and music, and readings and memories. Some of the speakers had
difficulty finishing, and Malcolm himself sometimes had to pause before he
could go on. Family were represented, and friends. We sang “So Long It’s
Been Good To Know You” and the coffin left to a trumpet voluntary.
Around the chapel were copies of the covers of Rob’s books, and a lovely
collection of photos. There was also a special little booklet to take away of
photos and tributes, as well as the Order of Service.
Was I crying? Yes. Particularly when they came to take him away for ever.
But that’s what funerals are about, isn’t it? and if you can’t cry at a funeral,
when can you cry?
And then the chairs were moved back, and we mingled, and we ate, and we
drank, and we said Hello to friends we hadn’t seen for years and friends we’d
seen last week. If I try and list everyone, I’ll leave someone out and give
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offence, so I’m not going to try.
Then Graham joined the party heading for the pub, and I went home with the
young ’uns.
Adapted from post to email list, 17/18
December 2009

John Clute
There is a great poem by William Empson about waste. It is called “Missing
Dates”. I don’t know if Rob Holdstock was familiar with it. I know he never
quoted aloud from this poem, in his husky, charged, adherent voice, not in
any conversation with me. But over the past hours, trying to remember the
end of “Missing Dates”, because its chivalric refusal to beg off from what it
really meant made me think of Rob and his work, somewhere inside my head
I could hear his voice still, as though it existed. This may not be arbitrary.
Surely the end of the poem does articulate something that Rob pitted his art
against, as did Empson; because surely it does describe the enemy:
... The waste remains, the waste remains and kills.
It is the poems you have lost, the ills
From missing dates, at which the heart expires.
Slowly the poison the whole blood stream fills.
The waste remains, the waste remains and kills.
On the other hand, any piece of poetry or prose Rob read aloud would sound
like Rob....
I met him some time ago, maybe as early as the late 1970s, certainly at some
point in the early 1980s, but remember mainly the sotto voce gusto of his
voice, though he could shout. Many of us have already spoken about his large
appetite for food, adventure, sunburns, late nights, drink, every sort of session
under the sun. In his pomp – certainly during his early sojourns at ICFA in
Fort Lauderdale – he could not seem to say no to his friends, or to the next
thing. He was Cortez, he gave us all a chance to be new worlds.
He did fight some illnesses in his later years, and his reluctance to leave his
house (and his always-overdue new novel) seemed almost agoraphobic. But
you would telephone him, and he would answer, and in a voice that promised
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never to be forgotten he would ask you what was next in the world. Surprise
me! was the sound he made. Make it joy!
Adapted from a longer piece written for Locus

Jonathan Cowie
Of course we of the first generation of Hatfield PSIFA knew Rob well as he
used to live just down the road at London Colney. He was therefore our local
author and came to the group on several occasions, as well as some of us to
visit him, and of course he was GoH at one of our early Shoestringcons.
Always an interesting guy to be with and he taught us much about what it is
like to have a life as an author. Yes, he will be known for novels such as
Mythago Wood but he did other stuff to keep a roof over his head such as
novelizations of The Professionals TV series. He told us these were dead
easy to churn out as you left most of the work to the reader. “Bodie turned to
Doyle and smiled as usual”. Though once he was disappointed as they were
filming a couple of miles away and never let him know. Such insights into
the mysterious world of the writer were to our young eyes wonderful.
The news of his death came as a tragic surprise. Have we really returned to
the nineteenth century on the bacterial front?

Ellen Datlow
We all know that Rob was a fantastic writer. I adored him for his kindness,
charm, wit, sweetness and – his legs.
I occasionally stayed with him and Sarah when I’ve been in London over the
past years. And he often served me a delicious English breakfast in short
pants – showing off his gorgeous legs. That was a treat even more impressive
than his breakfasts.
The best recent memory I have of him was when he and Sarah were taking
me back to Camden Town after dinner one evening. I was in the front, Sarah
in the back seat and Rob was driving – he refused to listen to us or stop and
ask for directions, and we got sooo lost that Sarah and I were left laughing
hysterically as we drove back and forth, back and forth – somehow missing
Camden High Street at least three times.
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I was so looking forward to hanging out with you again during my yearly
sojourn to London.
Rob, I’ll miss you.

Malcolm Edwards
Some extracts (including material not used) from his words at the funeral:
In the next hour or so we are all going to say farewell to Rob – words which I
still find unbelievable. This is not a burial service in the conventional sense
because that isn’t what he wanted. Instead, some of Rob’s family and friends
are going to share some of their memories of him. There will be a couple of
readings from his work, a couple of songs, and – at the end – a chance for
you all to get up and sing. Rob would have hated this to be too solemn an
occasion, so I hope there will be one or two laughs along the way, though
honestly it’s difficult to summon a smile. Rob was a very funny man to be
around, and I’m sure he made everyone here laugh – often intentionally.
I’m sure that almost everyone in the audience has memories which are every
bit as vivid and worth recounting as anything that is going to be said this
morning, so I hope you will take what is said in the spirit in which it is
offered – a selection of impressions of a man who all of us will always
remember with enormous love and respect.
•
Another thing Rob loved was, of course, food. Whenever he came round for
lunch or supper, within five minutes of arrival he would be poking around the
fridge to see what there was to eat – and more importantly, how much there
was to eat. It was as if he couldn’t settle down and enjoy himself properly
until he was reassured that the inner Rob was going be cared for. In his
novels people were always roasting whole pigs, even the vegetarians, and if
you don’t know about Rob and the suckling pig, I suggest you corner Garry
or Annette Kilworth later on!
It worked both ways, mind you. An invitation from Rob for Sunday lunch
would always be accompanied by the assurance that he was going to roast a
leg of lamb – no, two legs of lamb. He was an enthusiastic cook, though not
invariably successful, particularly when experimenting for his own benefit.
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Roy forwarded me an email from Rob in which he describes a recipe in
typical style:
Swedish meatball paella
Fry twelve Swedish meatballs.
Fry risotto rice in olive oil.
Add onion.
Add one sachet paella spice (mostly saffron).
Add water (quite a lot).
Insert Swedish meatballs.
Stir around a bit.
Put on The Best of The Who and open the Observer.
Forget what you’re doing for some time.
Smell burning.
Rush to kitchen and rescue paella just in time!
Allow to rest (flavour incorporation – important)
Continue to play The Best of the Who. (Dire Straits optional, but do
try to avoid Pink Floyd.)
Start to eat aforementioned Swedish Meatball Paella.
Shout very loudly: this is HORRIBLE.
Never do it again.
(Cook’s tip: Sweden and Spain have one thing in common: the first
letter of their names. Apart from that, they have NOTHING in
common.)
In the early 1980s, Rob and I spent some time in Toronto, where one of our
books was being adapted into a theme ride. It was an odd experience, but it
did entail us being put up in hotels rather better than we were accustomed to,
and it was Rob’s first experience of North American restaurants, and of the
idea of being presented with more food than he could sensibly eat. But he
rose to the challenge. I remember his awestruck reaction on discovering
surf’n’turf on a steakhouse menu. Big steak! Lobster! On the same plate!
Steak stuffed with lobster!! One other evening we were eating in the hotel,
with the meal charged to the room. We both munched our way through a
fairly enormous steak, but the pudding menu didn’t have anything that
appealed particularly. We looked at one another, seeing that we were thinking
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the same thing ... and for pudding we munched our way through two more
fairly enormous steaks.
In Toronto we were working for a man called Moses Znaimer, who once
made us eat fish lips in a Chinese restaurant in London – but that’s another
story. Moses owned a TV station in Toronto, and was a hustler. The scenario
for the book that was being adapted into a simulated spaceship ride, Tour Of
The Universe, was being cut back to a rather more mundane Tour of the Solar
System, or the even more mundane Tour of Those Bits of the Solar System
which could be replicated in the two or three Douglas Trumbull models that
the budget would stretch to. Rob and I came up with various plausible and –
to us – exciting possibilities, such as a near miss of Olympus Mons, the giant
mountain on Mars, and a bumpy rise through the meteor belt. But Moses
wanted more.
He said: “Couldn’t the spaceship just miss a star?”
We said, “Not really.”
He said, “Whaddaya mean, aren’t there any stars in the solar system?”
We said, “Well, there is one ...”
He said, “Only one? Okay, we’ll make do. Where is it?”
We told him.
His jaw did actually drop. It would be inappropriate here for me to repeat
exactly what he said, but approximately it was. “The sun? A star? Are you
trying to tell me the xxxxx sun is a xxxxxx star?”
We confirmed that it was so.
“Well, whaddaya know?” he said.
•
This is an appropriate moment to say a little about Rob’s work, and how it
should be remembered, and why it will be remembered. Rob started off, as
we’ve heard, with the ambition of being an sf writer, not least because when
he started there was no such beast as fantasy in our world: there was Tolkien
on the one hand and Conan the barbarian on the other, but no tradition that a
new writer could attach themselves to and work within. So Rob became an sf
writer, and a very promising one, published by the great house of Faber &
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Faber, alongside William Golding, Ted Hughes and Brian Aldiss. But his
head was always partly somewhere else, so that in Earthwind, let’s say,
humans exploring another world encounter mysterious Celtic symbols for the
very good reason that Celtic symbols were what the author really wanted to
write about.
Everything came together in the early 1980s when he started taking to
writers’ workshops drafts of a new story, “Mythago Wood”, exploring the
deep roots of our collective unconscious. There are ways it could have been
written as an sf story, but by then it was possible to forget his genre roots,
and write it the way it needed to be written. The image of a patch of English
woodland, small on the outside but infinitely large inside, was powerful and
immediate, and as the characters travelled deeper and deeper inside it,
allowed Rob to explore his ideas about how folktales and myths evolve from
much more ancient archetypes.
By this time I had abandoned my puny attempts to be a writer in favour of
editing, partly because of the experience of writing with Rob. Some of our
work involved fictional scenarios, and we would agree the general outline of
a character – name, gender, age and so forth – but while I was painfully
groping towards some kind of mental image of them, Rob suddenly knew
everything about them – their personalities, their backgrounds, their family
and friends, their likes and dislikes, their sexual predilections, their favourite
cut of meat. It was as if they had sprung to life inside his head, and as I wrote
this I realised that one of the many reasons Mythago Wood works so
powerfully is that in describing the process whereby the mythagos come into
existence he was in one sense describing his own creative process.
I had the great good fortune to be in the right place to acquire and publish
Mythago Wood, when Faber seemed not to recognize its qualities. It was
clear that inside Ryhope Wood, Rob had found his home as a writer. I
remember sending a proof off to a writer we both admired – Alan Garner –
more in hope than expectation, and then the day when I received a phone call
from the famously difficult and reclusive Garner, who spent half an hour
telling me how deeply it had spoken to him.
Mythago Wood made Rob’s career, and over the next twenty five years he
returned to it again and again, always finding new ground to explore. He
published other books as well, of course, notably the three novels of The
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Merlin Codex – Celtika, The Iron Grail and The Broken Kings – and
standalones such as The Fetch and Ancient Echoes, some of which won
awards, particularly in France where his reputation was immense. Reading
through the messages posted in the last few weeks on his website and others,
there are dozens of messages from readers, testifying to the profound effect
Mythago Wood had on them, and on how they looked at the world. Many
writers produce stories which have a strong effect on readers; very few
produce stories which profoundly change the way readers experience the
world. This is one of the reasons why I say with confidence that in a hundred
years’ time Rob’s key works will still be read, studied, discovered and
admired.

Stephen Gallagher
I first corresponded with Rob when he and Chris Morgan were co-editing
Focus, a magazine on writing for writers and would-be writers, for the BSFA.
We met at the next Eastercon, I believe it was. Strongly-built and bearded,
back then he seemed indestructible. Despite his health issues in recent years,
he remained a presence who could light up any company by being a part of it.
I remember him telling that one of his reasons for giving up zoology for
writing was that he hadn’t anticipated having to deal with the animal
suffering that was involved in the science.
Mythago Wood made a huge and lasting impression on me. A beautiful and
sure-footed conflation of English myth and grounded wonder.
Despite this world-class talent, he was without artistic airs and graces; he saw
himself as a working pro. But he was the kind of working pro we should all
aspire to be; ready to share, ready to teach, and incapable of giving less than
his best. When he conceived and sold the Night Hunter series under the
pseudonym of Robert Faulcon, what could have been a piece of hasty
exploitation turned out to be a textured, gripping six-book cycle of genuine
emotional power.
When I heard that he was ill, I didn’t imagine that he wouldn’t pull through. I
know well enough what can happen. It’s just a prospect that you don’t want
to entertain. I’m deeply upset that he didn’t make it. So many of the
memories that people are expressing are the same as my own – complex
writer, straight-arrow human being.
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Adapted from blog post, 30 November 2009

David Garnett
Here’s a True Story, and I know because I Was There.
At the end of a Clarke Award bash, Rob was saying farewell to a few people
he knew, and with them was someone he didn’t recognise. But, being Rob, he
didn’t want to exclude the stranger, so he shook his hand and said: “Goodbye
. . . whoever you are.” To which the man replied: “We had lunch together last
month. I’m the editorial director at your publisher.” Rob immediately went
into faux pas mode, which was almost second nature, but he quickly
shrugged it off as the man walked away. “Those blokes in suits,” he said,
“they all look the same.”
•
He was the focus around which so much revolved. His default setting was a
smile, always welcoming, always enthusiastic. My notebook is full of
references to “rendezvous with Rob” and “drink with Rob” because
whenever I was going to London, I’d usually give him a call. And whenever I
had to leave to catch the last train home, he’d almost always say, “Go back
tomorrow, come and stay overnight.”
Rob was a great bloke, and we all knew it. And, in the end, that’s the best any
of us can hope to be.
Last time I saw him was just after the Gollancz party. He’d seemed a bit
down earlier, and said he’d have “only one” in the pub. I bought him a pint,
we talked, then suddenly he had another drink in his hand, and with us were
Paul McAuley and Steve Baxter and Peter Hamilton and Ian MacDonald,
there was a terrific buzz, and he was in really good form.
The next time we talked after that, he berated me for referring to us both as
“old codgers” in an email. (Mirror in the Sky being 40 years old, while
“Pauper’s Plot” was a year older.) “I’m never going to be an old codger,”
said Rob. And now, alas, he never will be.
Email plus contribution to keepsake booklet

Steve Green: “Another Farewell”
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I wouldn’t claim to have been a close friend of Rob Holdstock, but we had
known each other for at least five years before I approached him in 1983 to
be guest of honour at Novacon 14. To my relief and delight, Rob not only
agreed but became an active participant in the convention’s evolution, even
driving up to attend the first committee meeting and joining us for a meal at a
local Indian restaurant. Rob’s engagement with the convention itself was
similarly enthusiastic and full-on, and I was so pleased it coincided with the
release of Mythago Wood, his breakthrough fantasy novel.
Rob’s death, aged just 61, is a tragedy, and learning he’d been struggling
with diabetes in recent years gave it a personal dimension I need not
elaborate upon here.
In an exchange on LiveJournal last week, Pat Cadigan suggested I understood
loss. I replied that no, I comprehended the nature of loss, but understood the
importance of friends and family, and the legacy you leave. From the
outpouring of honest sorrow since the news broke, I’d say the depth of Rob’s
legacy is beyond doubt.
The Fortnightly Fix, 7 December 2009

Jon Courtenay Grimwood
Guardian obituary, 2 December 2009.

John Nielsen Hall
Robert Holdstock, a wonderful human being, died on 29 November.He was a
founding Ratfan, a huge presence, full of talent and will be sorely missed by
his devoted readership and fan base, his friends, his partner Sarah and his
surviving family.
I always had a difficult relationship with Rob. His earnestness and
unshakeable faith in his writing in that laid back super-cool time of the early
1970’s was irritating. I think John Brosnan called him a Big Puppy – he was.
Because I was self absorbed and arrogant, too often in those days I dismissed
those who irritated me, and a big gulf opened between myself and Rob.
When Mythago Wood came out, I tried to read it, but could not get into it.
When, at last, I met Rob again, after John Brosnan died, I didn’t recognize
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him at first. He wasn’t the person that he had become in my mind after all
those years of hostile indifference and negative critical opinion. When I
realized it was him, I felt very foolish – how could I have missed the Big
Puppy? We met just the once after that, but were in contact fairly frequently
by e-mail. Rob never did concise and to-the-point letters. One thing led to
another, and though you had started out discussing poetry or fandom, you
found yourself engaged in frequent missives back and forth about paganism,
politics and the iniquities of local government. We were, I think, getting on.
I am very sorry indeed about the tone of the last issue of my fanzine,
Motorway Dreamer. Although Rob laughed and approved its publication, I
don’t think I should have run Roy Kettle’s piece about Rob’s uselessness
with a mobile, I definitely shouldn’t have made the remarks I did about his
dilatory attendance to his profession, (after all, Rob took his writing very
seriously and always had, and I should never have suggested otherwise) and
I’m very sorry now that I just didn’t give him the respect he deserved either
in the last issue or during his whole life. I am, indeed, bitterly sorry.
Rob cannot now forgive me for my stupidity, but I hope his large circle of
friends, can – at least, in time.
Facebook, 1 December 2009

Rob Jackson: “Rob Holdstock in Memory”
It was an extremely fond memorial for Rob – there was absolutely universal
affection for how lively and likeable (and at times unpredictable!) he was as a
person. He was definitely his nieces’ and nephews’ favourite uncle. Chris
Priest’s tale of phone calls beginning “just a quickie” which would of course
last an hour, was lovely and very recognisable – not that I would know that
myself about Rob, as I wasn’t in that close contact with him; but we have
similar family friends whose enthusiasms make them lose track of time
somewhat. As Chris also said and as Graham Charnock has confirmed
elsewhere, it is remarkable just how many people thought he was their best
friend. Shows what a naturally friendly bloke he was.
His love of woods and wilderness, and his facility for visual description in his
writing shone through all that people said too, as did the sense that the
Ryhope Wood series in particular will (or at least should) last into the future
as major contributions to fantasy literature.
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Everybody did a superb job with the whole event, in particular Malcolm
Edwards as MC – it must be a particularly difficult job keeping it all together
when you are (as Malcolm evidently was) just as cut up as anyone else who
was really close to him. A lot of people giving talks or eulogies choked up a
little as they talked. Certainly Malcolm did, once or twice. Especially
understandable when the person you are remembering has died shockingly
unexpectedly and early. After all, many writers go on and do more excellent
work in their 60s and 70s, and people whatever their call of life go on
enjoying life and being productive. Losing someone at age 61 is much less
fair than losing someone at age 86 or 90.
But if you go on the yardstick of whether the person being celebrated and
commemorated would have enjoyed the event, then Rob’s funeral definitely
passed the test. I particularly liked the way it was mainly commemorations by
his friends, writer and artist colleagues and family rather than being just
hymns or prayers – the focus was entirely on Rob as a person and writer. (Oh,
and it wasn’t formally religious at all – absolutely no God-squadding;
congrats to the Unitarian chapel and the minister for that.)
Thanks must go to all who did such hard work putting together the catering,
the commemorative booklet and the service itself including the music, which
was beautifully played, as you would expect from the eminent musicians.
These included Lucy Parham, who was BBC Young Musician of the Year in
1984, plus a violinist, Cynthia Fleming, and trumpeter, Kate Moore, who are
both leaders of their sections in the BBC Concert Orchestra. The
commemorative booklet is beautiful – some lovely art as well as super
photos. Even the one I took at Pat Charnock’s 60th birthday party is good, as
Rob, as so often, had a broad grin on his face. (A higher-res version of that
would have been available off my hard drive, but I guess there wasn’t time to
chase up the original – the booklet was done with remarkable speed.)
Delighted to be a part of it, anyway!
For myself, it was great to see people I’d not seen for ages who were there,
including Andrew Stephenson, Kevin and Diana Smith and Martin Hoare. It
was also the first time I’d met Malcolm since we were both on the
Conspiracy concom in 1987.
I find a lot of companionship from friends on the Inthebar e-list, so it was
very comforting to sit next to John and Audrey Hall, and only just behind
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Brian Parker. As well as chatting with Graham, Pat, James, Shell and Dan
Charnock plus Roy, Malcolm and Dave, I also met Malcolm’s wife Jacks and
son Tim for the first time, and had good chats with Chris Priest and his
daughter Lizzie – Lizzie is on the same young authors’ e-group as my son
Hugo (and his American fiancée Madison).
And the members of Rob’s family I met were really nice too. (I wonder who
I’ve forgotten....) As so often with funerals, you desperately wish they hadn’t
happened, but you meet such great people.
Adapted from post to email list, 17/18
December 2009

Gwyneth Jones
Rob Holdstock was a lovely person. He always had time for younger writers,
friends, fans, and even critics: he was a hard-nosed wordsmith with a
penchant for making a living, and yet above all a serious writer of fantasy.
An example to us all in both respects. Mythago Wood, in the mid-eighties,
was a revelation to me, a raw and pungent voice in a tired chorus of Tolkienimitators. The many books that followed were always entertaining, romantic
and earthy; occasionally (I think of Lavondyss) truly wonderful. It’s a sad
irony that in his latest novel he had just returned to the world of Ryhope
Wood, and clearly had more to say about the mysteries he’d found there. His
thinking was original, his life’s work the pursuit of something deep inside all
myth-making, which he believed, I think, held the secret of what it means to
be human. He leaves a legacy everyone who loved him can be proud of, and
he’ll be missed for a long time.

Sheila Kavanagh: “Ode to an Ex”
We slept together on our first date. Literally. New Year’s Eve 1970, we
found each other across a crowded room in an ice-bound Hackney, had our
first kiss to the strains of “Auld Lang Syne” and hours later we slept together,
just holding hands, in the same crowded room with 12 other snoring party
animals for company. Tall, dark, handsome and hairy, his infectious, hearty
laugh echoed then and later through many a party and SF convention.
Rob was a penniless student at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical
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Medicine, and introduced me to the mad world of scientific research. I, then a
budding vegetarian, didn’t hold with the methodology of using animals. After
much discussion, we respectfully agreed to disagree – a quality that stood us
in good stead throughout our eleven years together. And anyway, it soon
became abundantly evident that his heart just wasn’t in it. Shortly after we
married in June 1973, Rob became a penniless writer – with my blessing. I
brought home the bacon – so to speak, and he slaved over a hot typewriter.
Well, sort of. I’d come home from a hard day’s work to find Rob sprawled on
the sofa, watching England getting trashed at cricket, red wine in hand,
remonstrating with the bowler, batsman, captain, umpire, all of whom got
christened with the ubiquitous plaudit: “You useless wanker!”.
He would regale me with his ideas for short stories or his first novel. Just
listening to his description helped evoke vivid images of alternate universes,
yet strangely earthbound. When his first novel Eye Among the Blind was
published, we went around all the shops that stocked it and spread it out as
much as we could. We briefly considered framing the meagre cheque to mark
the historic occasion but in the end, common sense prevailed and we kept our
ancient Austin A40 car – complete with wooden frame – on the road instead.
Living with Rob was never boring. If he wasn’t writing, he’d be talking plot
and characters. His eyes would then glaze over, as he disappeared into the
vision, sitting with his right ankle over his left knee, his ankle generating
electricity as he explored ancient woodlands and discovered his mythagos. A
lunch date with a publisher or editor would induce a flurry of frenzied
productivity, and later a rather inebriated Rob would recount the – mostly
liquid – lunch gossip.
One glorious benefit of having a stay-at-home writer, especially a culinary
wizard like Rob, is that he could cook up a storm and present you with a
scrumptious meal on return from work, as I’m sure Sarah can attest. The man
sure knew his cumin from his coriander, and could just conjure up a banquet
out of practically nothing. Dinner parties were typically great fun,
occasionally raucous and always delicious, with Rob’s laughter as the magic
condiment.
As an Englishman, a man of Kent, he was initially a little wary at visiting my
native Ireland. He had envisaged tommy guns at every corner and our
English-registered car being set alight. I assured him it was quite safe, and
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sure enough, he loved every aspect of it, immersing himself in Celtic folklore
and exploring ancient megalithic sites. We drove over many a mountain pass.
While driving over the Connor Pass in the Dingle Peninsula, Rob stopped to
admire the view. We got out and looked over the cliff at a breath-taking
panorama. Seconds later, to the sounds of metal crunching and people
shouting, we looked on in horror as our car slid backwards down the summit,
only coming to a halt as it crashed into another parked car. Rob had forgotten
the handbrake. The English owner was not amused. To add insult to injury,
Rob offered them half a case of wine from our trunk to help compensate
them. They turned out to be teetotal. “Bloody hell, why couldn’t we have
crashed into a Paddy?” Rob bemoaned. Another Paddy from Dublin drove a
round-trip of 36 miles to replace one of our tires that had blown in the
incident. Rob had forgotten to have the spare repaired. A suitably chastened
Rob gave away our entire fortune in alcohol by way of embarrassed but
unnecessary thanks.
Apart from his laughter and delectable faux-pas and of course his writing,
Rob’s best legacy was one of enduring friendship. Not only to me, but to
many people, both couples and singles, over 40 years. It is a true measure of
the man that he still had many of the same friends who I had known during
my time with him: Roy Kettle and Kathleen Mitchell, Chris Evans, Garry and
Annette Kilworth, Malcolm Edwards, Chris Priest, Graham and Pat Charnock
et al.
He was authentic, real, loyal. No matter what. During the IRA bombing
campaign on mainland Britain in the 70s, when it was very uncomfortable to
be Irish, Rob actually broke off his long-standing friendship with the guy
who had been his best man at our wedding when he insulted me about my
nationality. It hadn’t bothered me so much, but it was simply unacceptable to
Rob.
It was a true mark of his generosity of spirit that we remained friends after
our split-up. As we were separating, we walked around the house we had
shared, he with a glass of red wine, me with a glass of white, and divvied up
our possessions. The only thing we disagreed about was our cat, Mr.
Finnegan. Rob got custody, as I was leaving for Amsterdam to live with my
Dutchman, Jo Thomas. And our Irish albums, which I got.
And who could forget the first SF convention that Jo and I attended later back
1193

in England? Jo and I were just finished checking in to the convention hotel.
The lobby and foyer were packed with drinking and carousing fans from all
over the world. The noise was deafening. The main elevator door opened.
Out stepped Rob. And froze. Raised his right arm to point. At Jo. And
shouted at the top of his voice:
“THAT MAN STOLE MY WIFE!”
Dead silence. All heads turned. I could see some fans beginning to nudge
each other and whisper “fight, fight”. Time stood still. After what seemed
like an eternity of limbo, Rob suddenly beamed his full smile, and ran over
and promptly gave us both a bear hug. We had a great reunion.
Later on, Sarah and Rob joined us for a visit to Amsterdam and a Dutch SF
convention. We made an interesting foursome. Rob and Jo on the panel. Rob
hyper and generating more electricity. Jo calmness itself. Sarah and I
comparing notes in the audience.
True to form, Rob kept in touch over the years, by email or phone. He and
Sarah supported me when Jo died of cancer in 2002, aged 59, which touched
me deeply. During our irregular chats, Rob would tell me how happy he was
with his Sarah. Indeed, it was great to see that he loved her truly, madly,
deeply. They were inseparable, kindred spirits. He spoke of her tenderly and
with great respect, admiration and love.
About a month before he died, during one such long call, typically very late
at night, he told me of his aversion to retirement. Not for him the idea of
doing nothing all day. He would write till he dropped. It was one a.m. on
Sunday when I put down the phone. At the crack of dawn, the phone rang
again. I imagined all manner of emergencies and answered anxiously. Rob
again. Bleary-eyed, I checked my alarm clock. 8am Dutch time. That’s 7am
UK time. Had he told me about the poetry he was writing? He had, at length.
“Rob, don’t you ever sleep?” I wondered. “Sleep?” he asked, affronted.
“Sleep! Plenty of time to sleep when I’m dead,” he retorted.
How eerily prophetic. And impossibly premature.
My heart goes out to Sarah, Rob’s Mum and brothers Pete, Chris and James
and all the Holdstock family and his close friends. Rob, you’re a hard act to
follow.
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Tony Keen
After a day visiting various relatives, I came home to the news that Rob
Holdstock had died.
I didn’t really know Rob, having only met him a couple of times. And I
haven’t read all his novels – I’ve read neither Mythago Wood or Lavondyss,
though the latter has sat on my shelves for a long time.
But Rob was my first guest when I officially took over as London Meetings
Officer of the British Science Fiction Association. He was an excellent guest,
interviewed by Paul Kincaid. We had a packed room, and everyone enjoyed
it.
In preparation for this meeting, I had read Rob’s then most recent series, The
Merlin Codex. In this series, he mixes up two distinct legendary stories, those
of Jason and Merlin. This brings a brilliant new twist to the often overly
familiar Arthurian mythos, though Rob told me that this wasn’t why he wrote
the series – his original intention was to explore Jason and Medea, and
Merlin was added later.
One should also mention Rob’s non-fiction writing and his fan activity. Back
in the 1970s he was a regular fixture at sf conventions. And one of my prize
finds in my local bookshop was a copy of the Encyclopedia of Science
Fiction, for the princely sum of 50p. Rob was consulting editor, which
essentially meant he edited it. Overshadowed nowadays by the more famous
Nicholls/Clute Encyclopedia, it’s worth getting hold of, if you can. There’s
some excellent contributors, including Brian Stableford, Chris Priest, Harry
Harrison and Malcolm Edwards.
I should have got Rob to sign it.
Blog post, 30 November

Roy Kettle
Like a few of us here today, Rob was a fairly obsessive reader and collector
of science fiction. In the 1960s, before the internet made it much easier, he
used to buy 20 year old American science fiction magazines from an English
book dealer in Singapore. So did I. In 1967, a batch of magazines meant for
Rob was sent to me by mistake but with his address included as well. One of
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the best decisions of my life was resisting the temptation to keep those
magazines and instead send them to Rob. We made contact, him at Bangor
University and me at Warwick.
We both became friends with other science fiction fans, went to conventions,
and wrote for fanzines – Rob even published his own. At the same time he
was making a living by churning out hack novels – books that he could
produce quickly and frequently, often based on second-rate movies or TV
series. And, in Rob’s case, they were often much better than that sounds.
He combined these two parts of his life – the professional writer and the fan –
when he wrote an article in 1976 for a fanzine about how he was doing as a
hack writer. The article was called “Eight Days a Week” and here, some
years before Rob met Sarah, is how he described two of those days.
TUESDAY Delivery day for Shadow of the Wolf, first of a great
historical fantasy hack series. Awake at seven-thirty with the sun,
the birds, and the fire alarm in the Flour Mill across the road. Ah,
this is country life. Lie peacefully and happily staring at the ceiling,
then remember with a great surge of sickness that I haven’t yet
finished the bloody book. Leap out of bed and begin typing in
considerable panic; the book has gone on ten days over my private
schedule already. Ten pages still to do and a full three hours to do
them in. Ought to be a cinch. I promise myself that I shall never
again be so lazy as to leave the completion of a book until the
morning of Delivery Day. Sheila slams the bedroom door
pointedly. Feeling guilty about typing so early, but the thought of
being dragged through the courts in front of my buddies adds life to
my fingers.
The book is finished at eleven o’clock, and a two minute dash to
the station gets me to London on time. Deliver book to Rosemary
Daughton at Sphere, feeling proud, wanting everyone to know that
this is my first novel. Deflated as mine is bunged on big pile of
other commissioned manuscripts. Aren’t you even going to glance
at it, I wheedle. Once started, I know, she’ll be hooked, she won’t
be able to put it down. She picks it up and leafs quickly through it,
and manages to find the one dirty bit. The page looks greyer than
the rest and I realize that repeated reading of my own pornography
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has marked the manuscript for ever as being the work of a mental
juvenile.
WEDNESDAY Beginning of new book. Clear away all the crap
involved with Shadow of the Wolf and look contentedly at empty
desk. Check diary casually, and feel horrendous surge of nausea as
I notice that the great new work has to be delivered in eight days
time. Surely this is a mistake! Count the days, over and over, lips
moving as I frantically flip the diary pages, but sure enough it has
to be in one week tomorrow. I can’t believe it, but the extra time on
Shadow of the Wolf has buggered my schedule all to hell. Do sums.
180 pages in eight days means 23 pages a day. Ought to be a cinch.
Heartened I draw a film script from the pile and read it through.
The book is The Satanists, a novelization of the film of the same
name from Tyburn Films, the group who gave us such memorable
classics of the cinema as The Ghoul, starring Peter Cushing, The
Legend of the Werewolf, starring Peter Cushing, Persecution,
starring Peter Cushing ... Who’s the star of The Satanists, I wonder.
Good grief, what a surprise, Peter Cushing. Baddy to be played by
Telly Savalas. Must remember to ask Kojak fans for a few Kojak
jokes.
I sketch the characters quickly. Lesley Anne Down is playing the
girl. Who the hell’s she? No matter. Auburn hair, big breasts, slim
legs, and ginger pubic hair that will be revealed in the last chapter.
Well, that’s the characterization over, now to work, reading the
script. By midday I feel queasy. I have to write a novel based on
this? I rant around the flat. I throw the script around. Then I
remember eight days. I run whimpering to the typewriter and begin
to churn.
And that’s a side of Rob that people who read his novels rarely saw. But all
of us who were lucky enough to know him as family or friend also know
what a great sense of humour he had and how he could get everyone laughing
with wild exaggerations about his misfortunes as a writer or gleeful stories of
how he had embarrassed himself and everyone around him by committing
some dreadful faux pas. We all loved him for it. He never had any misplaced
sense of his own dignity and was as happy behaving with very few
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inhibitions as he was joking about it afterwards. He was someone who could
literally be the life and soul of any party, with no side to him and just a desire
to be with his friends and family and to help us all enjoy life as much as he
did.
Rob was a lovely man, a great friend, a terrific writer and very special for all
of us.
Spoken at the funeral

Ursula Kiausch: “Chardonnay Nights”
Our last phone talk was in early October 2009. When he called me in
Germany, Rob would always start by saying: I just want to know how you
are, and then we would chat for thirty minutes or more – about his new book
projects, the situation of publishing houses in Germany, professional
struggles we had fought in recent months (always connected with lots of
giggles on both sides), mutual friends and personal things. In our last phone
talk we also discussed the strange experience of aging. “Can you believe it,”
said Rob, “there is a new young couple in our neighbourhood, and I
overheard them talking about a nice elderly man living nearby. And guess
what: It was me they were talking about!” And I told him that I will always
see him as a very young man open to all kinds of new knowledge and
experiences, he should not worry.
I first met Rob in the early 1990s at one of those legendary conferences of the
International Association for the Fantastic in the Arts at the Fort Lauderdale
Hilton Airport Hotel, Florida where our mutual friend Brian Aldiss
introduced us to each other. Together with Tom Shippey and my sister
Barbara Mabee who teaches German literature at Oakland University,
Michigan, the five of us were soon to be known as the “European outpost” at
the Hilton bar. I will never forget the afternoon when Rob and I sneaked out
of the very expensive hotel and took a taxi to the next shopping mall to buy
several bottles of Chardonnay (which we stored secretly in the huge fridge of
my pool apartment for future get-togethers with our friends on the
apartment’s terrace).
During the IAFA conferences and flights from London to Fort Lauderdale
and back, Rob and I became close friends and later, on the occasion of the
Oxford Literature Festival, I also had the chance to get to know his beloved
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partner and true companion Sarah. In March 1996, Rob was “special guest”
at the 17th IAFA conference. (Being a much admired “public person” at this
conference made him slightly nervous). During this conference, I interviewed
him for a German publication, because we hoped to get more of his work
translated and published in Germany. The books translated and published in
Germany include Eye among the Blind (1976), Earthwind (1981), Where the
Time Winds Blow (1984), Alien Landscapes (1980), Mythago Wood (1987)
and Lavondyss (1990). I am very sorry that it did not work out the way we
had hoped for. In this rather informal interview he said: “I am just as
obsessed as George Huxley, although I hope that I am not quite as withdrawn
and divorced from reality. But I am obsessed by the forest, and I always want
to return to it. It is a writing strategy, but it is also that element which
connects my work and keeps it together. It is my personal universe. And
through this universe I try to convey how the subconscious is structured and
how it works. The subconscious is the source of mythological imagination. I
hope you like things like that.”
I loved Rob’s imagination, just as I loved him as a dear and always reliable
friend through all these years.

Garry Kilworth: “Robert Holdstock in Malaysia”
Our Rob was never a great traveller, but he loved actually being in foreign
places when you could get him there. Spain and France were his main bolt
holes, but in 1990 when Annette and I lived in Hong Kong, Sarah and Rob
came for a wonderful long holiday. Part of that holiday included backpacking
in Malaysia, which turned out to be a big adventure. First a raging river took
away a jungle bridge we were supposed to cross in a bus. (We eventually
walked over on thin, bendy planks.) Monsoon weather then wiped our air
tickets and passports clean of ink. And a slow fishing boat on choppy seas
had us hanging over the gunwales emptying our stomachs on the way to
Tioman Island. Now as most of you know, Rob was a red meat and ale man,
but when we arrived at Tioman it was Ramadan: there had been no fishing,
they had run out of chickens and of course it was a Moslem country, so no
alcohol. Rob barely managed to survive four days on only banana porridge
and orange Fanta. Only his beloved trees, of cathedral height on Tioman,
wrapped in a multitude of creepers and vines, managed to keep him smiling.
Back in Hong Kong, when the time came to fly home, the plane was struck
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by lightning and the pair /of them turned up on our doorstep three hours after
we had waved them goodbye, with “Surprise! Surprise!”

Paul Kincaid
Just back from the funeral service for Rob Holdstock. No, “funeral service” is
the wrong term; it was a memorial ceremony, a celebration. It was moving
and hard to take and joyous all at the same time. It took place in a Unitarian
Chapel, but it was the most unreligious ceremony you could imagine: the
only “hymn” we sang, right at the end, was Woody Guthrie’s “So Long, It’s
Been Good To Know You”.
It was bitterly cold, we struggled down Hampstead High Street thinking it
might be quite nice if we came on a warmer day, and we’d have walked
straight past the chapel if we hadn’t run into Steve Jones, who led us to the
secret entrance round the side. I had no idea what to expect of a Unitarian
Chapel, but it looked like an Anglican Church with stained glass in the
windows (and what looked disturbingly like angels in alien space ships high
above the altar), but it felt far more relaxed. And in it was a confusion of sf
people, several of whom I’d not seen in 20 years or more (Kevin Smith,
Andrew Stephenson). At one point I caught sight of Rob’s younger brother,
Chris, whom I’ve never laid eyes on before, and thought, “Oh, that’s nice,
Rob’s turned up”, before I did a double take.
We began with a few words from the Minister, and stood as the wickerwork
coffin was brought in and laid on trestles at the front of the chapel. Then
Malcolm Edwards, who had orchestrated the event, took over, and for the
next hour and a quarter we had a succession of family and friends sharing
their memories of Rob, starting with Chris who recalled their childhood. I
was honoured to be asked to read a message from the French writer, Christian
Lehmann, who was unable to attend; after the ceremony I spoke to Sarah and
I think they might put all the messages up on the web site, I hope so because
it was a wonderful piece and I just hope I did it justice. Other contributions
came from Roy Kettle, Chris Evans, Jim Burns, Wendy Froud, Malcolm,
Chris Priest (who spoke very simply about how Rob had died, without pain
or any awareness of what was happening, which somehow allowed us all to
relax after that), Lisa Tuttle, Garry Kilworth, and Matilda Verrells (Rob’s
god-child and niece, who spoke very eloquently about what Rob meant to his
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extended family). Everyone spoke well, and there were, inevitably, a lot of
comic memories, though it was obvious that several people were really
struggling not to break down.
After the ceremony, while a very small group accompanied the coffin to the
crematorium, the rest of us found food and wine laid on at the chapel (you’ve
got to love a chapel that serves wine). An army of young family members did
a sterling job of pushing sandwiches and pieces of cake on the assembly.
Meanwhile the rest of us formed groups and chatted, and it was impossible,
as such things always are, to exchange words with more than a very small
percentage of the people there. We spent most of our time with Lizzie Priest
while Chris and Leigh went to the crematorium, but I also managed to speak
with Farah, Garry, Chris Evans, Malcolm, Roy Kettle, Kev Smith, Dave
Langford, Andrew Stephenson, Judith Clute, and, in passing, Al Reynolds
and Kim Newman, and, of course, with Sarah.
Rob, I think, would have loved it – good people, good food and drink, good
conversation, what is there not to like? – except, as Garry remarked, for the
black ties.
LiveJournal, 17 December 2009

Maureen Kincaid Speller
Paul and I went to London, to Hampstead, for Rob Holdstock’s funeral
yesterday, on a bitterly cold day, bright but with dark clouds looming in the
background, threatening snow. We looked like two storm-tossed crows as we
battled our way to the station through strong winds. It seemed right for the
day.
The ceremony, and it was a ceremony, not a service, was held at the Rosslyn
Hill Unitarian Chapel, a building that, to all intents and purposes, looks like a
very small English parish church somewhere out in the wilds of Kent. In fact,
as I suspected, it is a Victorian Gothic building, right down to some Burne
Jones stained-glass windows. It was only at the end of a ceremony for a man
who had written his way so deeply under the skin of the English mythos that I
noticed, high up on the chancel arch, a small but unmistakable foliate head
staring down at us. It seemed very fitting.
Paul Kincaid has written most eloquently about the ceremony above, but I’d
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like to add a few thoughts.
Paul notes that Rob’s coffin was made of wickerwork; the first we knew of
this was a curious creaking sound as something began to move somewhere
behind us, and the pall-bearers suddenly appeared in my line of vision with
this amazing artefact, decorated with greenery and flowers. After the first
startled moment, then the thought of “yes, of course, what else could it be”, I
found myself thinking about the funeral of William Morris, whose coffin was
taken to Kelmscott church on a farm waggon decorated with flowers, like a
Harvest Home. I’ve read about wickerwork coffins and seen photographs, but
nothing prepares one for the extraordinary “aliveness” of them when they’re
being moved. Not so much a coffin as a cradle, and the person inside stirring
slightly in their sleep as they’re carried along. Which perhaps sounds
macabre but I found something very comforting about it. And really, that was
what the ceremony was all about, about lulling someone into a last sleep and
soothing those of us who remain awake. His friends played Rob’s favourite
music and we sang to him, they read to him and us, his own work, poetry by
others, their own thoughts at his passing, told funny stories about him, and it
seemed very much as though Rob was still among us all.
The ceremony began with a violin and piano version of Ralph Vaughan
Williams’ “The Lark Ascending”. It’s hard not to feel a little better about
things after listening to Vaughan Williams. However, Rob’s coffin left the
building to a blaze of trumpet and organ, a celebration of a life truly well
lived if finished far too soon.
LiveJournal, 18 December 2009

David Langford
Some 1980 photographs of Rob at the Milford Writers’ Conference, Pieria 28
and Novacon 10.
Rob loved to tell wildly funny and exaggerated tales of social gaffes he’d
made or thought he’d made (at least one of which was certainly no accident),
so it’s only fair to mention the day when he triggered my own hideous lapse.
This was at a Pieria writers’ workshop, for many years a regular event that
had been co-founded by Rob himself. He read out a story – a slightly
experimental fantasy which, like some percentage of any innovative author’s
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experiments, didn’t quite come off. All I remember of the plot was that the
protagonist was in a hurry to get somewhere, and made haste in a weirdly
symbolic way. He anointed his shins with the oil of swift running, he greased
his ankles with the unguent of rapidity, he waxed his toes with the elixir of
endurance. The list went on. I don’t think Rob had ever played Dungeons and
Dragons, but I had, and all these props seemed hilariously reminiscent of the
magic items (bag of holding, sword of pointiness, instrument of bluntness)
that littered every D&D scenario. Owing to famous Langford hearing
problems I was sitting next to Rob reading the MS over his shoulder, and
finding it increasingly hard to control myself as my breathing passages were
assailed by the ichor of irresistible giggling. Worse than hiccups, it was. As
the hero did more and more improbably symbolic things – sharpening his
eyesight with the whetstone of compunction, it might have been, or
thoughtfully ejecting the phlegm of Schadenfreude – I was having silent
convulsions that were obvious to everyone in the room but Rob. Allan Scott
started to break down too. The jockstrap of heroic potency was too much for
him. About then Rob caught on, with nervous sidelong glances, obviously
wondering whether to stop and let the emergency services deal with this
mysterious Langford seizure. But somehow he made it to the final page ...
after which a lot of explanation was required, involving frequent reference to
Monty Python and the fatal effects of the World’s Funniest Joke. My face
was laved with the claret of embarrassment. And that, children, is how I once
out-gaffed the great Rob Holdstock.
How I wish I could remind him of all the above and hear that wonderful,
startled laugh again.

Christian Lehmann: “Hanging in mid-air”
It’s 1977, and my cousin Michael Scott Rohan is getting married in Oxford.
It’s 1977, ages ago it seems now, and for the first time in my life, at 19 years
of age, I am surrounded by writers, actual writers who write books and even
manage to get them published.
It’s 1977 and walking back from the meeting hall to the party, I fall in step
with this guy, with the wide grin, the surprisingly soft voice and the
infectious laugh that sounds as if he was stifling a snort.
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The guy is Rob Holdstock, and minutes from our first meeting he saves me
from being set upon by two drunken thugs on a rampage. Because not only is
this guy tall, dark and handsome, he’s also huge, and extremely friendly.
I read his books, send him fan-letters, and over the years we meet at
conventions, an endless round of conventions it seems to me now, looking
back, Eastercons, Novacons, Worldcons.... It’s always the same: the long
agonizing trip from Paris to London through Newhaven-Dieppe, the
intoxicating days of friendship, SF talk and booze, and the ghastly trip back
in the wake of a post-convention depression.
Rob saved me, as did Garry Kilworth and a few others, from the drudgery of
being an extremely lonely medical student and virgin trying to survive in a
country where, at the time, SF and fantasy were considered as good for
retards and Trekkies.
I remember informal writer’s workshops at the Langfords’ place in 1978,
where I sat awed listening to my friends reading their works in progress.
I remember Rob’s short story: it’s set in a forest (yes, I know ...), and I still
have this image of the warrior throwing a spear (yes, I told you I know). I’m
not sure what else happens, I’m not sure anything else happens, just this
warrior throwing this spear and ... I was transfixed. Rob had taken sword and
sorcery fantasy and rewritten it as if he was an existentialist New-Wave
French author rediscovering the genre. As far as I am concerned, that spear is
still being thrown. In that forest, it’s still hanging in mid-air.
Rob saved me because he was serious about his writing but did not treat
himself seriously. He showed me, as did my other friends here, that writing
could be attempted, that it was worth a try. He also taught me in the ways of
manhood, helping me to empty a whole keg of Watney’s Red Barrel down
somebody’s neighbour’s fence and sticking to Ruddles Real Ale, the
connoisseur’s brand. These were the days of high adventure, when we would
take dares and write illegible scribblings on Roy Kettle’s forehead or Greg
Pickersgill’s midriff as they lay snoring in the middle of the party. Where
Birmingham would suddenly flare into light around midnight because
someone had fired mortars from the roof of our convention hotel.
And back here, in France, I saw Rob’s books starting to appear, taking more
and more shelf-space. We had talked about that once, how, when he goes, an
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author leaves behind him or her a certain amount of shelf-space, and that, I
guess, is in itself a way of life and a eulogy: you hang in there, you write the
books, inch by inch you fill that shelf-space. And then sometimes, if you’re
blessed, if like Rob you are in touch with everything that’s churning inside
and which he said was like a sieve, an idea will come, something will impose
itself on you and you will be blessed with the makings of a masterpiece. I am
speaking of the Mythago cycle and what came later. Books that I saw in
every bookshop in France, books that earned Rob the Grand Prix de
l’Imaginaire (don’t you love the way this sounds?). Books that are still on the
shelves of bookshops here today, 25 years later, when sell-by-date bestsellers have come and gone.
“This is my friend, see, this is my friend’s book.” I was a published author
myself by then, a mainstream author if things must be named, and in salons
and literary fairs I’d point out Rob’s books to colleagues, because I was
proud to see them translated in my own language, and because along with a
very few others they managed to reverse the tide and give fantasy in France a
good name.
In 1989, Rob published “When the music stopped” in Other Edens III, a short
story Garry Kilworth and I had written together. It’s about this guy who has
an impediment, a psychological disability. When people die, they disappear.
Photographs get less and less crowded as people die. Portraits just show
backgrounds, curtains, empty spaces. Books turn blank when writers die.
Records lose the sound of piano, clarinet, bass, as individual musicians die.
It’s the only collaboration I have ever attempted, written because the idea
struck us both, Garry and I, at the same time, one evening, listening to an old
Louis Armstrong recording. Rob loved that story.
Well, it was just a story, and nothing like real life.
Because in real life, now, Rob ... you’re not disappearing from our
photographs, you’re not disappearing from our shelves, you’re not
disappearing from our hearts, anytime soon.
As far as I am concerned, that spear is still being thrown. In that forest, it’s
still hanging in mid-air.
Written for the funeral and read there by Paul
Kincaid
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Michael Moorcock
This is overwhelming news. Rob was that fairly rare combination of fine
writer and immensely likeable person. I had great respect for him and admire
his books. As Robert Gould has suggested, nobody had Rob’s sense of the
“wild wood” and its echoes in our deep consciousness. Jim Cawthorn and I
included Mythago Wood in our 100 Best Fantasies all those years ago and I
have been pushing it on to people ever since. Not one reader has ever been
disappointed. Rob wrote in the tradition of some fine English writers,
including Charles Williams and G.K. Chesterton. His sense of place and
mystery extended to the city as well as the country, yet he never imposed any
theories or “philosophy” on his friends and the main impression one got from
him was of a sweet-natured, interesting man in whose company time was
never wasted. Even if you had never read a word of Rob’s fiction, your life
was brightened by knowing him. A man of great substance and a nice,
ordinary bloke at the same time.
Contribution to keepsake booklet

Donald Morse: “Rob Holdstock and the Ride of
Terror”
Rob and the automobile were not terribly compatible unlike Rob and good
conversation and good ale. At one of the International Conferences on the
Fantastic in the Arts held then in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, Rob of a leisurely
Saturday – his reading over – was happily esconced at the pool bar enjoying
good talk and good friends when a sneak thief brazenly stole his British style
wallet containing passport, plane tickets, and money. When he did discover
his loss this created a bit of a crisis as the tickets were for the next day but
without a passport he could not board the plane. I called the airline and they
rebooked him for Tuesday but that still left the more difficult problem of the
passport. The British consulate was closed for the weekend and its automatic
voice message could not have been clearer: “for lost passports contact the
office during normal business hours.” Perhaps British passports went missing
too frequently to be more than a passing concern of the consulate, especially
since the nearest consulate was not in Miami, as I would expect, but in
Orlando since Disneyworld was a major British destination. First thing
Monday we called the consulate who assured us that if we could get there by
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4pm they would issue a passport. We rented a car but leaving the rental car
lot we faced a choice of not 2 or 3 but 5 different exits. Rob as navigator
chose one and off we roared. A half hour later I began to have doubts and
then came the sign “Alligator Alley”! Instead of going north and east we
were heading south and west across Florida and far away from Orlando. The
next turnaround was a mere 10 miles distant. We took it having no other
choice. But now instead of having a surplus of time we had a shortage.
“Check your seatbelt and hold on,” I admonished and then, as the Country
Western song says: I “put the pedal to the metal” and off we roared heading
north at last! First, we had to retrace the miles back to Lauderdale and then
re-begin the trip at speeds not remotely legal. Poor Rob almost acquired a
permanent pallor from this white-knuckle trip but we did make it arriving in
Orlando with less than 15 minutes before the consulate closed. Rob got the
passport, flew out the next day and all ended well. But memories of that Ride
of Terror lingered on to be recalled over good ale and perhaps to appear in
future novels barely hidden behind some of the more harrowing scenes.

Rog Peyton
I clearly remember my last two meetings with Rob. In February 2007 he was
due to speak to the Brum Group, but appalling weather conditions resulted in
only three members turning up. Rob and his partner Sarah had started out
from London early so that they made it to Birmingham with little trouble. But
from mid-afternoon the weather got far worse – it took me four and a half
hours in a taxi to travel the seven miles into the city centre. No meeting was
held but the five of us sat in the bar of the Britannia drinking. Rob and I
lasted until about 1am after drinking several bottles of red wine. A year later
he returned to talk to us and after the meeting Rob and I once again sat in the
bar drinking red wine until the early hours.
He had a wonderful outgoing personality and a huge appetite for life. After
35 years of friendship with Rob, I am still finding it difficult to believe that
he has gone. I know that we’ll all miss him. I certainly will.
From obituary in Brum Group News 460,
January 2010

Andrew I. Porter
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A photo of Rob at the 1988 World Fantasy Convention.

Chris Priest
I wrote these words within a day or two of Rob’s death. Everything that is
being said today is inadequate for the moment, this moment that we are all
now facing. I have known Rob for thirty-five years.
I saw Rob as my closest friend, but because he had so many other friends I
was never sure if he felt the same way about me. It didn’t matter. Look at the
personal tributes on his website! We now realize he was at the centre of a
vast network of closest friends. At least two or three times a week the phone
would ring and Rob would say, “Chris, mate ... just a quickie.” That was
usually an hour of the day used up. Other times he would say, “Chris, mate ...
just a REAL quickie.” That was about half an hour. The phone has been very
quiet recently.
Like most of his friends I have hundreds of vivid memories of him. All of
them are about funny incidents involving Rob, or sudden surreal comments,
or weird or insightful things that Rob would abruptly say. Or, many times,
they were odd or touching or charming insights into his gentle side. Any
gathering with Rob was a gathering of writers. We almost never talked
directly about writing. Indirectly, we talked about nothing else. We always
laughed with Rob. He was the best company imaginable.
I believe that death itself holds no terrors, but that what we really fear is the
process of dying, knowing that we are coming to the end of our lives. I want
to describe the comfort I take from the special way that Rob died, and hope
this gives the same comfort to others.
While Rob was still aware of the world and conscious he did not know he
was mortally ill. He did not have to fear death, he did not have to undergo
dying. For most of his final illness he was sleeping or sedated. He suffered no
pain. He did not have to regret anything, there was nothing to frighten him,
he did not have to worry about the people close to him. His passing was
peaceful. His death was as unusual as his life.
I want to end with some of Rob’s own words on death. This is from an
interview he gave a few years ago. It’s the sort of thing writers say off the
cuff, not meaning it, not really believing that death will indeed finally get
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them. Rob’s words are beautiful and surprising, but they end with a moment
of pure bathos, the quintessential Rob:
Everything we know now is destined to die except for the forest
and the earth. Earth is the eternal survivor, and homo sapiens is not
part of its mindless and inexorable plan. There are many forests to
come. There will be flashes of intelligence. The last thing to burn
will not be a man, but a leaf.
So eat pizza and drink beer. And cheer up. It’ll soon be over.
Spoken at the funeral

David Redd
How sad. I know we hadn’t been in contact much lately but in person (mostly
at the Milford conferences) and in letters Rob was a great guy, full of
enthusiasm for everything and everybody. If it hadn’t been for him my short
story “Eternity-Magic” would never have been finished let alone published.
And he wrote my single favourite-ever fanzine article, “Eight Days a Week”.
But as far as I know he never got to use Surviving Forces as a story collection
title as he once hoped. He’s gone too young.

Adam Roberts
I was rather caved-in by the news of Rob’s death, and I only knew him a very
little – met him at Gollancz parties, mostly. I wish I had something
substantive to contribute to the memorial supplement, because the impression
he left, forcibly, upon me was a deeply heartening one: that it is possible to
be a great writer and a genuine, humane, lovely human being (there are many
counter examples to that statement, of course). Conversation with him was
wholly unforced; he was genuinely interested in other people, saw new
writers – as I was, when I first met him – not as potential rivals to be put in
their place, but as people to be engaged with and encouraged. Wonderful
man; and the author of many great books, not just Mythago Wood (great
though that book is).

Andrew Stephenson: “Two Words”
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Rob was always wholehearted about whatever he got involved in, or so it
seems from memory.
I had been going to monthly SF meetings at The Globe pub in central London
since early 1969, attended four conventions (back then UK cons were few:
precious and easily countable) and sold my first story to Analog as a result.
Somewhere during that anxious time between first sale and first publication,
Rob’s path crossed mine, dating our first encounter to early 1971.
The Globe was packed as usual with a gossiping mob. Joyous to hear of my
success, Rob mentioned his own “Pauper’s Plot” sale to New Worlds
(published with a curious illo that caused much head scratching), then
bounced me over to a group lurking in a corner. Ignoring a thought that one
or two looked as if their usual gatherings might concern plotting the
overthrow of tyrannical regimes, I soon found they were friendly. Thanks to
Rob, I was now involved in the zany world of north London fandom (of
whom, more has been written elsewhere by other hands).
Rob was a writer by nature. And a publisher. And an editor. He even tried
illustrating.... His fanzines focused on the craft of being a writer, or gave a
voice to new writers. He loved to work with narratives, dream of possibilities,
plan collaborations to bring out talents of all involved, infuse prose with
poetry.
Which makes it strange he and I clicked so well. Maybe Rob just got on with
everyone? He was a romantic, while I was yer classic Analog Hard SF geek.
Early on, 1971-72, we were part of a postal criticism circle: stories would be
passed from writer to writer, MSS and crits being added and removed as they
went around. Thus we gained clues to each others’ tastes. Rob was already a
fan of the dark ages and their myths, I of hardware and science. How weird,
then, that we began co-plotting an action SF story, vibrant with good stuff,
that surely won us a Hugo in some alternate universe.
On Saturday mornings we met at the SF+Fantasy bookshop in Berwick
Street. “Dark They Were And Golden Eyed” was small and cramped but
stocked a useful range. After raiding it for reading matter, we would cross to
The King of Corsica, a faded corner pub from another age stranded in a
slowly modernising neighbourhood. Quiet at that time of day, its mix of
dinginess and comfy seating encouraged us to set up beers and discuss mad
plans for an hour.
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From there, life sort of unfolded, down along the years.
At least some of those 1972 plans worked out for Rob. But he and Sarah and
I had another scheme, involving a bathroom shower (no, don’t ask, it’s vastly
too silly) which now can never come true. Life’s like that: one must seize the
moment, keep moving. As Rob did, dotting about and (I hope) enjoying an
interesting life.
Jim Blish, another open hearted soul who became a Big Name of SF yet
never put on airs and graces, once told me: “The two saddest words in the
world are if only ...”
If only this tragedy had not occurred ... But it did.
As did the good stuff, which we can look back on happily.

Lisa Tuttle
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The 31st of February
Roger Dean had a “powerful reaction” and “mixed feelings” on seeing
Avatar. Those floating island/mountains are so reminiscent of his iconic Yes
album art that he’s been deluged with congratulations for his assumed
contribution. “The film had the look and feel of my work for sure. Not all of
it but a significant percentage of the film looked like my work. It was like
they had access to my DNA.” However, “I have been told by my lawyers not
to talk to anyone ...” (Classic Rock, March) [MPJ]
Philip K Dick’s family may or may not be suing the Oxford English
Dictionary for its wicked claim that the word “nexus” appeared in English
several centuries before Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? (1968), and
in Latin a bit earlier than that. But they’re making threatening noises at
Google for calling its new phone the Nexus One, with the claim that this is a
“trademark violation” and a blatant steal from the book’s Nexus 6 androids,
while the presence of Google’s two-year-old Android operating system Just
Proves It. (Independent, 7 January) [MPJ]
Christopher Hitchens limbers up to admire J.G. Ballard: “As one who has
always disliked and distrusted so-called science fiction (the votaries of this
cult disagreeing pointlessly about whether to refer to it as ‘SF’ or ‘sci-fi’), I
was prepared to be unimpressed [...] The natural universe is far too complex
and frightening and impressive on its own to require the puerile add-ons of
space aliens and super-weapons: the interplanetary genre made even C.S.
Lewis write more falsely than he normally did.” (The Atlantic,
January/February) [AR]
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William Shatner reviewed genre-linked male perfumes, opining that Star
Trek Tiberius Cologne “smells vaguely like Captain Kirk after a hard day’s
work”, while Spongebob Squarepants Cologne for Men “had a harsh
overtone of fried eggs and olive oil” and Spider-Man Cologne for Men by
Marvel is infused with spider-strength: “If you work out a lot and don’t wash
your clothes for about two weeks, this scent might cover that scent. Because
it’s really powerful.” (Maxim, January) [MMW]
Brian Stableford measures himself once more against the masters of sf
fecundity: “Although I could not keep up the hectic publication schedule I
attained in March, I managed to publish 30 volumes in 2009 (6 novels, 9
short story collections, 1 non-fiction book, 5 essay collections and 9 volumes
of translation), which compares favourably with Lionel Fanthorpe’s 29
volumes in 1963 and John Russell Fearn’s 32 in 1953. [...] Books were
shorter in the old days, so RLF and JRF’s titles won’t have added up to more
than 1.5 million words, whereas my 30 totalled 3 million (although only 2.38
million of those were appearing for the first time). Because mine involved
some backlog-clearing, though, a fairer comparison would be with the
number of words I actually produced in 2009 (1.86 million). Ten volumes are
currently in hand for 2010 publication and 6 more will be delivered before
the end of January, so I hope the year’s total will be well in excess of 20. I
have, of course, no excuse except for obsessive compulsive disorder and
nothing else to do.” (4 January)
Charles Stross has a cunning Hugo-nomination plan for his blog: “... as
‘Charlie’s Diary’ largely concerns SF and science fictional preoccupations,
gets roughly 11,000 unique visitors per day [...] and comprises a good chunk
of my wife’s occupation (for which she is paid), I’m declaring it to be a
semiprozine.” After all, “‘Locus’ always wins, unless it’s ‘Ansible’s’ turn.”
(4 January) Actually, Weird Tales won in 2009.

Conylene
Click here for longlist with links • London • Overseas
5-6 Feb • SFX Weekender, Pontin’s Holiday Park, Camber Sands, East
Sussex. Charged by accommodation; shared chalets only; no single rooms.
See www.sfxweekender.com for details. Contact 08700 110034.
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5-7 Feb • Van der Filk (filk), Ramada Hotel, Grantham, NG31 7XT.
£32/$46/€36 reg; £16/$23/€18 child/unwaged; under-6s £1/$1/€1. At the
door: £35, £17 and £1. Day: £10 Fri, £20 Sat, £15 Sun. Contact 1379 Lincoln
Rd, Werrington, Peterborough, PE4 6LT.
20 Feb • Ghouls on Film (women in horror), Mixing Bowl, Custard Factory,
Birmingham. £6 in advance or at door – space limited, so please first contact
nia dot neb at googlemail dot com.
24 Feb • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Tce, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5pm for 6pm. With David Edgerton.
27 Feb • Picocon 27, Imperial College Union, London. 10am-7/8pm. £10
(probably) at door only; £8 concessions; £5 ICSF members. Contact ICSF,
Beit Quad, Prince Consort Road, London, SW7 2BB.
5-7 Mar • Phoenix Con (P-Con) 7, Central Hotel, Exchequer St, Dublin. €30
reg, students €15, supp €10; to rise at door. Cheques to Peter McClean.
Contact c/o 6 Weston Ave, Lucan, Co. Dublin, Ireland.
19-21 Mar • Corflu Cobalt, Winchester Hotel, Winchester. Now £50/$75
reg. £10/$15 supp. Advance booking closes 13 March. Day rates £10 Fri, £25
Sat, £20 Sun (not including brunch banquet). Sterling to 45 Kimberley
Gardens, London, N4 1LD. US$: Robert Lichtman, 11037 Broadway Tce,
Oakland, CA 94611-1948, USA.
25-28 Mar • World Horror Convention, Royal Albion Hotel, Brighton. Now
£100 reg. No at-the-door or day memberships. Contact PO Box 64317,
London, NW6 9LL.
2 May • Vortex II (Doctor Who), Europa Hotel, Belfast. Tickets £10; £50 for
group of 6. Online (+£2 fee): www.utevents.co.uk. Contact UT Events, 23
Tudor Park, Carrickfergus, Co. Antrim, BT38 9TP.
12 Jun • Alt.Fiction, QUAD art centre, Derby – returning after the 2009
postponement. Guests TBA. £25 reg. Box office 01332 290 606.
27-30 Aug • Discworld Convention. £55 reg, £36 concessions, rising on 1
March to £60 and £39. £20 supp throughout. Contact PO Box 4101, Shepton
Mallett, Somerset, BA4 9AJ; info at dwcon dot org.
10-12 Sep • The Asylum (steampunk), Lincoln. £40 reg (day rate £20),
under-16s £5; under-12s free. Online booking only, it seems, at
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steampunk.synthasite.com. Contact majortinker at aol dot com.
17-19 Sep • Fantasycon, Britannia Hotel, 1 St James St, Nottingham. Guests
TBA. Now £55 reg, rising to £65 on 1 April (BFS members £10 less); £45 Sat
only. Online booking only: www.fantasycon.org.uk. Contact fcon at
britishfantasysociety dot org.
16-17 Oct • Octocon 2010, Camden Court Hotel, Dublin. GoH George R.R.
Martin. €40 reg; students/under-18s €30; €10 supp. Contact Apt 56 Shalimar,
Monastery Rd, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, Ireland.
6 Nov • BristolCon ’10, Ramada Plaza Hotel, Bristol. 10.30am-6pm
(provisional). £15 reg to 24 May; then £20; £25 at door. Online booking
facilities (only?) to follow at www.bristolcon.org.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Extraterrestrial Relations. Fury, in the newspaper sense of
“slight fuss”, arose from a Bristol health club ad showing a green monster:
“Advance health warning! When the aliens come, they will eat the fatties
first.” No one objected to blatant anti-alien prejudice, but use of the f-word
was deplored. (Telegraph, 5 January). [MPJ]
This Is War. Amazon.com removed all its direct Buy buttons for Macmillan
books, including the Tor sf imprint, on 29 January. Macmillan is being
punished for insisting on an “agency”-style sales deal and higher prices for ebooks on first release: Amazon prefers to keep them cheap as a selling point
for the Kindle reader. With this ploy Amazon showed deep contempt for
mere authors, hitting directly at their royalty income. Fans of popular
Macmillan/Tor authors are likewise irate. A Kindle team forum posting says
this PR disaster was a way to express “strong disagreement” with Macmillan,
but “ultimately, however, we will have to capitulate” – because of
Macmillan’s disgraceful monopoly on Macmillan titles. (Conversely, a
monopoly on Kindles is of course a Good Thing.) As Ansible goes to press on
1 February, Amazon’s top management remains silent and those Buy buttons
are still missing. See links below.
Awards. British Independent Film Awards: the sf Moon won as best film of
2009 (non-genre-specific), and its director Duncan Jones was honoured as
best debut director. [MPJ]
1215

• BSFA Awards shortlist: NOVEL Stephen Baxter, Ark; Ursula K. Le Guin,
Lavinia; China Miéville, The City & The City; Adam Roberts, Yellow Blue
Tibia. SHORT Eugie Foster, “Sinner, Baker, Fabulist, Priest; Red Mask, Black
Mask, Gentleman, Beast” (Interzone 220); Dave Hutchinson, The Push; Kim
Lakin-Smith, “Johnnie and Emmie-Lou Get Married” (IZ222); Ian
McDonald, “Vishnu at the Cat Circus” (Cyberabad Days); Ian Watson &
Roberto Quaglia, “The Beloved Time of Their Lives” (The Beloved of My
Beloved); Ian Whates, “The Assistant” (Solaris Book of New SF 3). ARTWORK
Nitzan Klamer, 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea alternate cover art; Stephanie
Pui-Mun Law, “Emerald”; Stephan Martinière & designer Jacqueline Nasso
Cooke, Desolation Road cover; Adam Tredowski, Interzone 220, 224, 225
covers (3 nominations). NON-FICTION John Clute, Canary Fever; Deepa D, “I
Didn’t Dream of Dragons”; Hal Duncan, “Ethics and Enthusiasm”
[withdrawn by Duncan]; Nick Lowe, “Mutant Popcorn” (IZ passim); Farah
Mendlesohn & Edward James, A Short History of Fantasy.
• Golden Globes: best film was Avatar, and James Cameron also won as best
director. Animated feature film: Up. [MPJ]
• Crawford (new fantasy novelist): Jedediah Berry for The Manual of
Detection. [L]
• National TV Awards: best drama winner was Doctor Who; David Tennant’s
Doctor was best drama performance. [MPJ]
• Newbery Medal (YA): Rebecca Stead, When You Reach Me, with sf
elements (time travel) and homage to Madeleine L’Engle’s A Wrinkle in
Time.
• Philip K. Dick (US paperback originals) shortlist: C.L. Anderson, Bitter
Angels; Carlos J. Cortes, The Prisoner; Eric Garcia, The Repossession
Mambo; Daryl Gregory, The Devil’s Alphabet; Ian McDonald, Cyberabad
Days; Rebecca Ore, Centuries Ago And Very Fast; S. Andrew Swann,
Prophets. [GVG]
As Others See Us. Joe Gordon reports email recruiting sf, gaming, and
comics folk for a BBC3 project. Only utterly typical fans need apply: “Does
your avatar do more exercise than you? Are you happier running round
World Of War craft [sic] than pounding the treadmill at the gym? / If you
love playing high-octane games or reading sci-fi and action based comics
from the comfort of your sofa, but are turned off at the thought of real
exercise, we want to hear from you. / BBC Three is looking for 18-26 year
olds who are proud of their lifestyle and leisure choices, to take part in a new
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series.” Write to lifestylechallenge at betty co uk and they’ll be glad to mock
you. (FP blog, 11 January)
R.I.P. Kage Baker (1952-2010), popular US author of the Company sf
novels, died on 31 January; she was only 57. [AIP] This follows treatment for
multiple cancers, and January announcements that she had only months, then
weeks, to live. Not even weeks, alas. She will be missed.
• Knox Burger (1922-2010), US editor and literary agent who bought Kurt
Vonnegut’s first short story for Collier’s and later represented various sf
authors, died on 4 January; he was 87. [AIP]
• Art Clokey (1921-2010), early US worker in stop-motion clay animation
and creator of tv’s Gumby – star of Gumby: The Movie (1995) – died on 8
January at age 88. [SJD]
• Mog Decarnin (Karen Duff, 1948-2010), US fan whose fanzines included
the 1980s Majoon, and who as Camilla Decarnin published stories and coedited the lesbian/gay sf anthology Worlds Apart (1986), died on 8 January
after a heart attack. She was a regular Ansible correspondent.
• Conard Fowkes (1933-2009) US actor seen in 20 episodes of Dark Shadows
(1966-1967), died on 14 December aged 76. [AIP]
• Roger Gaillard (1936-2010), curator of Switzerland’s Maison d’Ailleurs sf
museum 1989-1996 and editor/coeditor of several sf essay anthologies, died
on 22 January. [F770]
• Takumi Shibano (1927-2010), leading Japanese fan since the mid-1950s
birth of his country’s fandom – of which he was long the chief ambassador to
the West – died on 16 January; he was 83. He wrote and translated sf as
Kozumi Rei and was a guest of honour at two Worldcons, LAcon III and
Nippon 2007. [GVG/F770]
• Zelda Rubinstein (1933-2010), US character actress best known as the tiny
psychic in Poltergeist (1982) and sequels, died on 27 January; she was 76.
[BB]
• Jean Simmons (1929-2010), UK-born actress whose genre credits included
the 1991 Dark Shadows revival, Star Trek: TNG, Xena: Warrior Princess and
voice work in Howl’s Moving Castle and Final Fantasy: The Spirits Within,
died on 22 January aged 80. [MPJ]
• Ernesto Vegetti, important Italian fan and bibliographer whose catalogue of
Italian-published sf has long been a major reference resource, died on 17
January; he was 66. [SS via SHS]
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Whiter Shade of Pale. Bloomsbury US did it again despite the 2009 furore
over Justine Larbalestier’s Liar (see A265). Another indisputably darkskinned character, the heroine of Jaclyn Dolamore’s Magic Under Glass,
appears on the Bloomsbury cover as inarguably white. [ML] On 21 January,
Bloomsbury apologized and announced the book was being withdrawn for
reissue with a new jacket. (Booktrade.info) [AIP]
Outraged Letters. Michael Scott Rohan on the latest tv triffids: “Never mind
the improved effects; the new Day of the Triffids (28/29 December BBC1)
was cobbled together out of some low-grade science fiction scriptwriters’
handbook. The power of Wyndham’s novel lay in its restraint, its sense of
mundane reality and everyday people caught up in a holocaust – not the
shallow action figurines here, complete with improbable back stories, campy
supervillain and high speed miracle cures. This was leeching on one writer’s
original ideas with another’s mediocre clichés.” (Radio Times, 16-22
January) [LC/SJ] Another correspondent invoked Wyndham in his complaint
about similar lavish BBC mistreatment of The Turn of the Screw: “had the
team been reading Village of the Damned by mistake?” (Jeff Wood, ibid) [SJ]
Probably not, since that’s a film version of The Midwich Cuckoos.
• Jane Yolen on Ursula Le Guin’s public resignation (see A270): “Others of
us actually resigned from the Author’s Guild earlier on (me being one of
them) but quietly because our names would have had little cachet in the
larger world of literature. But Ursula (praise be always) did it the right way
and rattled their cages Big Time. Nevertheless, I received an hour-long phone
call from the AG’s Paul Aiken who seems to be the Architect of the
Settlement. (Why am I reminded of the Pale?) Nice man, wrong fight. I told
him I was too angry to change my mind.” (4 January)
Magazine Scene. Weird Tales fiction editor Ann VanderMeer is now editorin-chief. [SW]
• Kirkus Reviews and Editor & Publisher, axed in December by their owner
Nielsen Business Media, continue for now: the former revived in hope of
sale, the latter sold to another publisher.
Random Fandom. Steve Green: “TAFF delegates Anne KG Murphy and
Brian Gray have just announced their first child is due in August. This will
almost certainly be the first occasion when TAFF brings three delegates
across the Pond.” They will be at both Corflu and Eastercon.
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Will Power. J.G. Ballard left over £4 million in his will, the bulk of it – after
inheritance tax – as legacies of nearly £1.1m to each of his two daughters.
His son got £100,000. (Mail on Sunday, 10 January) [DP]
As Others Saw Us. “The adventures of Professor Challenger are in one way
... the prototypes of the stories now known by the somewhat degraded generic
name of ‘science fiction’. But there are in fact several important differences:
Conan Doyle’s Challenger stories are all based on scientific facts ...” (blurb,
The Complete Professor Challenger Stories, John Murray, 1952) [BA] Hard
facts like disintegration rays, toxic aether and Earth’s secret nature as a
living, screaming being....
Court Circular. Ursula K. Le Guin continues to oppose the Google
settlement and is one of 368 authors – many of sf and fantasy – who signed
her petition objecting to its terms. This was presented in January to Judge
Chin, who will preside over the February court hearing. [AIP]
C.o.A. Karen Babich, PO Box 260082, Madison, WI 53726-0082, USA
(email/phone unchanged). Chris & Megan Nelson-Lee, 25 Fuhrman St, Evatt,
ACT 2617, Australia. Garth Spencer (PO box closed), 82 East 40th Avenue,
Vancouver, BC, Canada, V5W 1L4. Peter Wilkinson (8 Feb), Flat 4, Stratton
Lodge, 79 Bulwer Rd, Barnet, Herts, EN5 5EU.
The Dead Past. Fifty Years Ago, in February 1960, John W. Campbell’s
Astounding SF became, or began its gradual transition to, Analog.
• Thirty Years Ago, Bob Shaw sent a serious scientific letter beginning “Dear
Mr Langford: I have been writing to fan editors for many years, but this is the
first time I have ever read a fanzine....” (Ansible 6, February 1980)
• Remember the Noughties? I missed the memorable Washington Post
headline for a high-wire championship race across the Han River:
“Skywalkers in Korea Cross Han Solo” (2007). [MG]
Aeon Award. This annual €1000 genre story award is open again. Entries by
30 November to Aeon Award, 8 Bachelor’s Walk, Dublin 1, Republic of
Ireland, or by email to fraslaw at yahoo co uk, which is the address for
general queries. €7 entrance fee. The winner and runners-up (second prize
€200, third €100) will be published in Albedo One.
Thog’s Masterclass. Remote Throbbing Dept. “The vial of blood in my hand
seems to pound against my temples.” (Nancy Kress, “The Battle of Long
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Island” in The Aliens of Earth, 1993) [BA]
• Dept of Flaunted Historical Research. “‘Just a minute, Mr. Todd, you’re a
shilling short here.’ / ‘Ah, terribly sorry, I must a dropped it.’ He laboriously
counted out three pennies, a ha’penny, and six farthings.” (Laurie R. King,
The Beekeeper’s Apprentice, 1994) [PB]
• Eyeballs in the Sky. “Her eyes swung an arc around the steaming pit of the
world.” (Phyllis Gotlieb, O Master Caliban, 1976) [CM]
• Animal Husbandry Dept. “Horses are a kind of sentient motorbike.” (Frank
Schätzing, The Swarm, 2004; trans Sally-Ann Spencer, 2006) [AR]
• Dept of Fearful Intimacy. “Linda felt her mouth dry up, and her tongue
stuck to the roof of his mouth.” (Stephen King, Under the Dome, 2009) [LA]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 12 February 2010: Brum Group quiz night, Old Joint Stock pub (first floor),
Temple St, off Colmore Row, Birmingham city centre: 7:30pm for 8pm.
TAFF. £4; members £3. Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co
uk. Future meetings: 12 March, Jo Fletcher (returning to the Briar Rose
Hotel, Bennett’s Hill, Birmingham city centre); 9 April TBA; 14 May, Jasper
Fforde.
This Is War II. A quick selection of links to commentary on the Amazon vs
Macmillan affair that’s been a major talking point since Amazon went for the
nuclear option on 29 January. The HASTAC page includes a copy of
Macmillan’s message to authors (scroll down); Publishing Perspectives
reproduces the Kindle team’s “will have to capitulate” announcement; some
URLs below have further relevant links.
http://venturebeat.com/2010/01/29/macmillan-amazon-ipad/
http://tinyurl.com/nytimes-amazongate
http://nielsenhayden.com/makinglight/archives/012148.html
http://tinyurl.com/HASTAC-amazongate
http://www.boingboing.net/2010/01/29/amazon-and-macmillan.html
http://tinyurl.com/stross-amazongate
http://publishingperspectives.com/?p=11105
http://tinyurl.com/buckell-amazongate
http://tinyurl.com/whatever-amazongate
http://scottwesterfeld.com/blog/?p=2138
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http://nielsenhayden.com/makinglight/archives/012156.html
Editorial. I haven’t seen Avatar and probably won’t, at least not in a cinema,
but here’s a capsule appreciation from our guest reviewer Peter O’Toole:
“It’s full of blue-arsed Barbie dolls trying to catch rubber turkeys. It was the
most gorgeous pile of nonsense I have ever seen.” (“Pandora” diary,
Independent, 27 January) Naturally the panellists on BBC2’s satirical Mock
the Week were less reverent. Sarah Millican: “James Cameron has apparently
threatened there’ll be two sequels. That’s like when serial killers taunt the
police – ‘I will strike again.’” Hugh Dennis: “The best thing about Titanic
was that there couldn’t be a sequel.” [MPJ] But fandom’s own Richard E.
Geis finds his personal tastes are catered for: “Regarding Avatar ... I saw an
ad for it on cable last night which showed an alien female breast briefly.
Thank God for the producer’s wisdom in showing a nude scene or two in his
Big Pictures (like Titanic).” (4 January)
Outraged Letters II – Thog Discomfited! Teresa Nielsen Hayden takes us
to task for A270: “Steve Brust may have been Thogged, but you and Brian
Ameringen have been Brusted, or possibly Paarfi’d. Further on in that chapter
of Sethra Lavode, it becomes evident that a ‘squad of four’ consists of four
soldiers plus their leader; and if I recall correctly (it’s been some years since
the book was published), there are a couple of instances where it’s clear that
Tsanaali, the officer who’s speaking, never includes himself in such
reckonings. Thus, ‘four groups of four’ equals twenty, and the signal officer
makes it twenty-one. / Steve is fond of building into his worlds the kind of
odd little irregularities that exist in the real one. In our world, in medieval
warfare, one knight more or less equals one lance, but the actual headcount of
one lance can be upwards of ten men. The pieces of wood lumberyards sell as
two-by-fours aren’t two by four inches. In US trade publishing, the spring
season includes books published in August. People who work with such
terminology never stop to explain to each other that the actual and literal
meanings don’t match. / There’s also a low-level running gag in the
Khaavren novels about Steve’s narrator, Paarfi, being a frustrated historian
whose natural talents are those of a historical novelist. Speaking as Steve’s
editor and occasional copyeditor, I have faith that if Paarfi were real, and
could be cornered on the question of how four squads of four plus one signal
officer and one commanding officer totals twenty-one, he’d reply that as
anyone who’s sufficiently researched the period would know, that is exactly
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how Tsanaali would have phrased it; and that he, Paarfi, will never willingly
sacrifice historical accuracy for mere vulgar popularity. Or something like
that, only longer and more convoluted.”
• Brian Ameringen, contributor of that Thog selection, writhes: “I like to
think I’m a careful reader and I looked for an explanation of the unusual
mathematical reasoning behind the quote but did not spot it. / The system
CAN work if there are 4 squads of 4+1 (the leader is not included in the
counting), Tsanaali is the leader of one of the squads AND the overall leader
(and so is not counted at all)... Thus 4 x 5 + signal officer = 21. / The squad
including Tsanaali is referred to as ‘five individuals’ by Paarfi on p.235
which is a clue that with some effort reveals the system, but which I didn’t
work out at the time. But could have been the squad of 4 + T = 5 and the
original complaint holds....”
Prometheus Hall of Fame. Shortlist released 30 January, a very mixed bag:
Rudyard Kipling, “As Easy as A.B.C.” (1912); Neal Stephenson,
Cryptonomicon (1999); Poul Anderson, “No Truce with Kings” (1964);
Harlan Ellison, “‘Repent, Harlequin!’ Said the Ticktockman” (1965).
As Other See Us. Wikipedia on Doctor Who: “The programme’s broad
appeal attracts audiences of children and families as well as science fiction
fans.” [cj]
Events Extra. 24 Feb - 27 Mar • Nineteen Eighty-Four (play), Royal
Exchange Theatre, Manchester. 7:30pm Mon-Fri, 4pm/8pm Sat, also 2:30pm
Wed. Tickets £17.50-£29.50; discounts. Box office 0161 833 9833.
28 Apr • Clarke Award ceremony, London – by invitation. To avoid the
obvious clash, April’s BSFA meeting will be on the 21st rather than the 28th.
8 May • Write Fantastic 5th Anniversary Event, Jacqueline Du Pré
Building, St Hilda’s College, Oxford. £15 reg; students £12.
Fanfundery. Down Under Fan Fund ballots for the 2010 race from North
America to the Australian Worldcon should be released later this week.
Retro-Futurology Corner. Last issue’s mention of a British MP claiming
Tardis hire on parliamentary expenses should have cited the postcard
received many months earlier from Steve Sneyd and mislaid until just now:
“By the way, have you found any SF links, a grandee who’s charged the
taxpayer for a life-size Dalek to act as butler on MP exes, or whatever?”
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(May 2009) A glimpse into the then future which seems, as they say, close
enough for government work.
Ansible 271 Copyright © David Langford, 2010. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Lise Andreasen, Barbara Barrett, Paul Barnett, Liz Counihan, Steven Dunn,
File 770, Steve Jeffery, Making Light, Morgan Gallagher, Martyn P. Jackson,
carl juarez, David K.M. Klaus, Locus, Caroline Mullan, Andrew I. Porter,
David Pringle, Adam Roberts, Steven H. Silver, Silvio Sosio, Gordon Van
Gelder, Sean Wallace, Martin Morse Wooster, and as always our Hero
Distributors: Dave Corby (Brum Group), SCIS/Prophecy, Alan Stewart
(Australia). 1 Feb 10.
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The Days of March
Neil Gaiman’s New Yorker profile revealed the secret of his allure: “Pictures
of his library, which contains some five thousand volumes, circulate on the
Internet, propagating brainy crushes: ‘How could I not fall for this guy??
Honestly ... look at the sheer size of his ... library!’” (Dana Goodyear, 25
January) [MMW] Ansible dares not afflict John Clute with swarming
groupies by flaunting his far vaster library size here.
Adrian Jacobs’s Willy the Wizard: Livid Land (see A264) was in the news
once more when his estate (fronted by a dodgy Australian publicist) added
J.K. Rowling’s name to the ongoing plagiarism suit against Bloomsbury and
Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire. This case relies on several fallacies: that
vague ideas like a wizard learning something in a bathroom are protected by
copyright; that coincidence never happens; and that the appearance of any
widespread fantasy motif in both Willy and Goblet is a smoking gun. Willy
was poorly written, universally rejected, and appeared in 1987 from a
seeming vanity press that never got it into bookshops. The unlikelihood of
Rowling’s having seen a copy is dealt with by an interestingly libellous claim
that her agent Christopher Little, whom Jacobs is said to have approached but
who never represented him, must obviously have slipped her the 36 epic
pages of Willy with instructions to steal all those hot ideas like wizardly
bathrooms, chess, food and drink, trains etc, that no other author could have
invented. (NB: Adrian Jacobs died in 1997 and is not to blame for this
greedfest.)
Maura McHugh blew the whistle again (see A267), pointing out the neartotal invisibility of women in February’s SFX horror special – ironically
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published during Women in Horror Recognition Month.
Sigourney Weaver was amazed to learn the true nature of Avatar: “Jim
[Cameron] was telling someone about how sci-fi had always gotten a bad rap,
and that maybe now that would change [...] And I thought, ‘Science fiction?
Really? Is that what this movie is?’ Because to me it’s just a great story that
happens to take place in another time.” (USA Today, 23 February) [NA]
What are its Oscar chances? “With that label, ‘sci-fi,’ I think it’ll be tough
[...] But of course, to look at these movies with that label is to miss the points
they are trying to make. These movies ask us to look at what it means to be
human.” No talking squid?

Concalefactory
Until 1 Apr • Crash: Homage to J.G. Ballard (art show), Gagosian Gallery,
6-24 Britannia St, London, WC1X 9JD. 10am-6pm Tue-Sat,
5-6 Mar • Microcon, Devonshire House, University of Exeter. Several guests
as usual. Doors open 9:30am Sat, ?12:30am Sun. £10 reg at the door; XSF
(Exeter U SF Soc) members £4, other students £7.
5-7 Mar • Phoenix Con (P-Con) 7, Central Hotel, Exchequer St, Dublin. €30
reg, students €15; €35 at door or €20/day. Cheques to Peter McClean.
Contact c/o 6 Weston Ave, Lucan, Co. Dublin, Ireland.
7 Mar • The Early Days of a Better future, sf event at Aye Write! book
festival, Mitchell Library, Glasgow, G3 7DN. Ken MacLeod, Richard
Morgan, others. 8-9:30pm. £7/£6. Bookings 0844 847 1683.
19-21 Mar • Corflu Cobalt, Winchester Hotel, Winchester. £50/$75 reg.
£10/$15 supp. Advance booking closes 13 March. Day rates £10 Fri, £25 Sat,
£20 Sun (not including brunch banquet). Sterling to 45 Kimberley Gardens,
London, N4 1LD. US$: Robert Lichtman, 11037 Broadway Tce, Oakland,
CA 94611-1948, USA.
24 Mar • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Tce, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5pm for 6pm. BSFA Awards discussion panel.
25-28 Mar • World Horror Convention, Royal Albion Hotel, Brighton.
£100 reg, but sold out. No at-door/day memberships, no press passes.
Waiting list for membership transfers: info at whc2010 dot org.
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26-28 Mar • Festival in the Shire (Tolkien art show) preview, Wynnstay
Hotel, Machynlleth. Noon-8pm. Free, but numbers are limited so check first:
info at festivalintheshire dot com.
1-30 Apr • Dublin: One City, One Book events. The 2010 book is The
Picture of Dorian Gray. See www.dublinonecityonebook.ie.
1 Apr • Life on the Sun, Lecture Theatre, National Maritime Museum,
Greenwich, SE10 9NF. 7:30-8:30pm. “Lighthearted lecture”. £8 (£6
concessions) from bookings at nmm ac uk or 020 8312 6608
2-5 Apr • Odyssey 2010 (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow,
London. £65 reg, £55 unwaged (£60 and £50 for BSFA members), £30
supporting and under-17s; £75, £65 and £30 at the door. £5 child (<11), £1
infant (<5). Contact: Fiona Marshall c/o Coton House, Conference Centre,
Rugby, CV23 0AA.
28 Apr • Clarke Award ceremony, London – by invitation. (To avoid a
clash, April’s BSFA meeting will be on the 21st, not the 28th.)
28 Apr - 3 May • Sci-Fi London (film), Apollo Piccadilly Cinema, 19 Regent
St, London, SW1Y 4LY. Enquiries 020 3239 9277.
8 May • Write Fantastic event, Jacqueline Du Pré Bldg, St Hilda’s Coll,
Oxford. £15 reg; students £12. Contact/cheques: Write Fantastic c/o Newcon
Press, 41 Wheatsheaf Rd, Alconbury Weston, PE28 4LF.
13-29 Aug • Edge of the Wild (Tolkien art
exhibition), Redesdale Hall, Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 0AW. GoH Ted
Nasmith, others. 9am-5pm. Free. Contact malcx at adcbooks co uk.
POSTPONED FROM MARCH:

27-30 Aug • Discworld Convention. Now £60 reg, £39 concessions. £20
supp as before. Contact PO Box 4101, Shepton Mallett, Somerset, BA4 9AJ;
info at dwcon dot org.
17-19 Sep • Fantasycon, Britannia Hotel, 1 St James St, Nottingham. £55
reg, rising to £65 on 1 April (BFS members £10 less); £45 Sat only. Online
booking only: www.fantasycon.org.uk. Contact fcon at britishfantasysociety
dot org.
24-26 Sep • Oxonmoot (Tolkien Society), Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford. Cost
TBA. Details to follow at www.oxonmoot.org.
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16-17 Oct • British International Comics Show, Think Tank, Millennium
Point, Curzon St, Birmingham, B4 7XG. 10:30am-5:30pm. £20 reg; £12/day.
Contact info at thecomicsshow dot co dot uk.
4-6 Feb 11 • Cre2c3ndo (filk), Ramada Hotel, Grantham. £32/$50 reg;
£20/$30 unwaged; 5-18s £1/$1.50 per year of age on joining; <5 £1. Cheques
to UK Filk Con, 16 Ann’s Rd, Cambridge, CB5 8TN.
17-21 Aug 11 • Renovation (69th Worldcon), Reno-Sparks Convention
Center, Reno, NV, USA. $140 reg to 30 April 2010; $50 supp; under-21s
$100 (new YA rate); under-17s $75; under-7s free. See www.renovationsf.org
for presupp/voter discounts. Contact PO Box 13278, Portland, OR 972130278, USA; or info at renovationsf dot org.
Rumblings • Eastercon 2012: two bids emerged in mid-February.
Olympicon (name may change owing to famous IOC litigiousness) plans a
Brighton venue; the London-based Olympus 2012 (safer?) includes Orbital
and Odyssey veterans and is presumably aiming for Heathrow.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us, Worriedly. The New Yorker on the company kept by Paul
Krugman: “Last August, Krugman decided that [...] he would take a couple
of days to speak at the sixty-seventh world science-fiction convention, to be
held in Montreal. (Krugman has been a science-fiction fan since he was a
boy.) At the convention, there was a lot of extremely long hair, a lot of blue
hair, and a lot of capes. There was a woman dressed as a cat, there was a
woman with a green brain attached to her head with wire, there was a person
in a green face mask, there was a young woman spinning wool. There was a
Jedi and a Storm Trooper. Those participants who were not dressed as cats
were wearing T-shirts with something written on them [...] Sitting up onstage
at the science-fiction convention, Krugman looked happy to be there. It
seemed that these were, in some worrying sense, his people.” (1 March) [GF]
Awards. BAFTA. Genre winners: Avatar, special Effects, production design;
Duncan Jones/Moon, outstanding UK debut; UP, animated film, music.
Orange Rising Star award: Kirsten Stewart of Twilight etc. [MPJ]
• Dwarf Star (SFPA short verse): Geoffrey A. Landis, “Fireflies” (Asimov’s
6/08).
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• Bram Stoker (HWA life achievement): Brian Lumley and William F. Nolan.
Also HWA Specialty Press Award: Tartarus Press.
• London Film Critics Circle: best film maker Duncan Jones for Moon;
foreign language film Let The Right One In. [MPJ]
• Shortlists see below.
Confound Their Politicks. As UK parties vie to collect celebrity
endorsements, Labour is wooing the sf/fantasy vote with J.K. Rowling and
David Tennant. (Telegraph, 15 February) But apparently the chap who plays
Harry Potter on screen favours the Lib Dems.... (Mail, 2009) [MPJ] H’mm:
how would Albus Dumbledore vote? Meanwhile, fannish harassment of
George R.R. Martin for not writing fast enough has inspired another spoof
David Cameron poster: “Vote for us and we will ensure A Dance with
Dragons is released in 2010.” (Guardian, 16 February) [AIP]
R.I.P. Hisashi Asakura (real name Zenji Otani), Japanese sf translator whose
translations included Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?, died on 14
February aged 79. [GVG]
• Ian Carmichael (1920-2010), veteran UK actor whose genre films include
Ghost Ship (1952) and From Beyond the Grave (1973), died on 5 February
aged 89. [AW]
• Cy Grant (1919-2010), Guyana-born actor who was the first black person to
be a familiar face on UK television, died on 13 February; he was 90. Genre
appearances included Captain Scarlet and the Mysterons (30 episodes as Lt
Green), Doppelgänger, At the Earth’s Core and Blake’s 7. [MPJ]
• Jim Harmon (1933-2010), US fan, author and radio producer who published
some 40 sf stories, mostly for Galaxy and If in the 1950s-60s, died on 16
February; he was 76. His nonfiction included The Great Radio Heroes (1967)
and other studies in genre nostalgia. [PDF]
• Lionel Jeffries (1926-2010), UK actor whose genre roles ranged from The
Quatermass Xperiment (1955) through First Men in the Moon (1964) and
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang (1968) to Lexx (2001), died on 19 February; he was
83. He directed The Amazing Mr Blunden (1972) and The Water Babies
(1978). [O]
• Mervyn Jones (1922-2010), UK author and journalist whose 29 novels
include the sf future-war story On the Last Day (1958), died on 23 February
aged 87. [JC]
• Richard Jones (1945-2009), scientist, artist and occasional film extra – the
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four-foot man inside R2D2 in Return of the Jedi – died on 18 November aged
64. [JE] Other genre credits included Dreamchild (1985), Labyrinth and
Willow.
• Robert McCall (1919-2010), US artist who did much NASA work and
painted posters for 2001, Star Trek: TMP and other sf films, died on February
26 aged 90.
• Donald Pickering (1933-2009), UK character actor seen in Doctor Who
(three times, with different Doctors), The Avengers, The Champions and
Truffaut’s Fahrenheit 451 (1966), died on 19 December; he was 76. [MPJ]
• David Severn (David Storr Unwin, 1918-2010), author of YA novels of
which several – like the memorably dystopian The Future Took Us (1957) –
involved timeslips, died on 11 February; he was 91. [JC]
• William Tenn (Philip Klass, 1920-2010), US author of many fine satirical sf
stories – collected in several volumes – and two novels including Of Men and
Monsters (1968), died on 7 February. He was 89. Unforgettably iconoclastic
shorts include “Brooklyn Project” (1948) and the prescient “The Liberation
of Earth” (1953). SFWA honoured him as Author Emeritus in 1999. Tenn
was much loved, a popular convention guest – notably, a GoH at the 2004
Worldcon – with a vast fund of witty anecdotes.
• Eric C. Williams (1918-2010), old-time UK fan active in the 1930s, and
author of ten sf novels 1968-1981 (mostly published by Robert Hale Ltd), has
died at the age of 91. [PW]
Tomb It May Concern. A no doubt particularly curvaceous new road in
Derby is, after a public vote, to be named Lara Croft Way. [IC]
Outraged Letters. Harry Harrison on Philip Klass: “Phil and I were quite
good friends in NY after the war. He was quite clear about his pen name –
despite what Jonas [the NY times obituarist] says. He liked SF but was quite
critical of it. He felt he would be a mainstream author one day. So used a pen
name for SF – saving his real name for his literary success. Alas – he was one
of the most original SF writers – who, unhappily, stopped producing. And
never published in mainstream....”
• Martyn P. Jackson:: “I saw a live satellite broadcast at the Tyneside Cinema
in Newcastle of the National Theatre adaptation of Terry Pratchett’s Nation.
A lively, enjoyable and thought-provoking production, though I would have
opted for a puppet, rather than a bizarrely costumed actor, in the role of
Milton the foul-mouthed parrot (before I twigged the actor was meant to be
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the parrot I mistook him for a cabin boy with Tourette’s syndrome). / You
would have thought that having worked on this production, Mark Ravenhill
(who adapted the novel for the stage) and director Melly Still might also
admire the Discworld novels, but no. Asked about Discworld by the
Telegraph, Still said, ‘They don’t appeal in the slightest I’m afraid, although I
admit I don’t know very much about them. I’m not a follower.’ Ravenhill
responded, ‘That fantasy world isn’t really my kind of thing.’ Good to know
that Nation’s giant mystical talking grandfather birds and the death-god
Locaha aren’t anything to do with fantasy then.”
Thermodynamics Masterclass. Dept of Survival on Venus; or, Maxwell’s
Demon Lives! “The tubes grabbed the rushing air and separated fast and slow
molecules; the cooler part went into a refrigeration system which kept the city
at a temperature men could stand – outside, it hovered around the boiling
point of water; the smaller volume of super-heated air was conducted to the
maintenance plant where it helped run the city’s pumps and generators.”
(Poul Anderson, “The Big Rain”, Astounding, 1954) [TMcD]
Nebula Shortlist. SHORT Saladin Ahmed, “Hooves and the Hovel of Abdel
Jameela” (Clockwork Phoenix 2); Michael A. Burstein, “I Remember the
Future” (I Remember the Future); N.K. Jemisin, “Non-Zero Probabilities”
(Clarkesworld 11/09); Kij Johnson, “Spar” (Clarkesworld, 10/09); James
Patrick Kelly, “Going Deep” (Asimov’s 6/09); Will McIntosh, “Bridesicle”
(Asimov’s 1/09).
• NOVELETTE Paolo Bacigalupi, “The Gambler” (Fast Forward 2); Michael
Bishop, “Vinegar Peace, or the Wrong-Way Used-Adult Orphanage”
(Asimov’s 7/08); Richard Bowes, “I Needs Must Part, The Policeman Said”
(F&SF 12/09); Eugie Foster, “Sinner, Baker, Fabulist, Priest; Red Mask,
Black Mask, Gentleman, Beast” (Interzone 2/09); Ted Kosmatka, “Divining
Light” (Asimov’s 8/08); Rachel Swirsky, “A Memory of Wind” (Tor.com
11/09).
• NOVELLA Kage Baker, The Women of Nell Gwynne’s; Carolyn Ives Gilman,
“Arkfall” (F&SF 9/09); Nancy Kress, “Act One” (Asimov’s 3/09); James
Morrow, Shambling Towards Hiroshima; Jason Sanford, “Sublimation
Angels” (Interzone 10/09); John Scalzi, The God Engines.
• NOVEL Paolo Bacigalupi, The Windup Girl; Christopher Barzak, The Love
We Share Without Knowing; Laura Anne Gilman, Flesh and Fire; China
ville, The City & The City; Cherie Priest, Boneshaker; Jeff VanderMeer,
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Finch.
• BRADBURY (DRAMATIC) Star Trek, District 9, Avatar, Moon, Up, Coraline.
• ANDRE NORTON (YA) Kage Baker, Hotel Under the Sand; Sarah Beth Durst,
Ice; Malinda Lo, Ash; Lisa Mantchev, Eyes Like Stars; John Scalzi, Zoe’s
Tale; Rebecca Stead, When You Reach Me; Catherynne M. Valente, The Girl
Who Circumnavigated Fairyland In A Ship Of Her Own Making; Scott
Westerfeld, Leviathan.
• There were last-minute Twitter pleas for extra nominations to ensure the
late Kage Baker appeared on the ballot.
C.o.A. Mike Cule, 3 Barratt Place, Easton Street, High Wycombe, HP11
1XS. J.N. Fenn is the Novelist Formerly Known As Jaine Fenn.
Cry Wolf! An open letter to Universal Studios from a Twilight fan exposed
the infamy of The Wolf Man (1941, now remade): “... it was a COMPLETE
remaking of the Wolf Pack from the Twilight Saga: New Moon. It gives the
werewolves a bad name ...” Stephenie Meyer was born in 1973. [ML]
Fanfundery. Down Under Fan Fund: candidates for the 2010 race from
North America to the Australian Worldcon are Jeffrey Boman, Terry Fong
and Janny Shea (joint), John Hertz, Melanie Herz and John Purcell. Online
voting and downloadable ballot at wrevenge.com/duff2010/.
• GUFF voting reminder: the deadline is 5 April. See taff.org.uk/guff.html.
Batman Defeats Superman is the inevitable headline, as foretold in The
Dark Knight Returns: Batman’s debut issue, Detective Comics 27, sold at
auction for $1,075,000 on 25 February, just three days after the Superman
debut issue of Action Comics went for $1m. (Independent)
Thog’s Masterclass. Long Drop Dept. “The screams of the injured man
followed him as he fell to the concrete an infinite distance below” (E.C.
Tubb, Veruchia, 1973) [AR]
• Still More Historical Research Dept. It is 1889: “‘You must give him this
note ... He must hurry! ... And for your trouble – ’ Irene produced a fivepence piece.” “Irene was stuffing a formidable roll of pound notes into her
reticule.” (both Carole Nelson Douglas, Irene at Large, 1993) [BA]
• Dept of Pointy Things. “Her interest was as pointed as the breasts on which
she gently splashed cold water ...” (Robert Holdstock, Merlin’s Wood, 1994)
[SB]
• Violent Imagery Dept. “Gabriel didn’t hear the shot, but he saw Carter’s
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brains when they jumped from his skull onto the wall.” “Lydia flapped
around on the ground like a wounded fish as Flag tried to fry her.” “Riel
twirled like a helicopter that had gone out of control, destroying everything in
his path.” (all Kris Greene, The Dark Storm, 2010) [JB/BS]
• Erotica Dept. “My potential for ecstasy was such that the lightest touch of
his fingertip on my nipple was pure rape!” “Penway became keenly aware of
his nakedness when he realized he had no place to carry the smallest scrap of
food.” “He sat in the roof garden deliberately training his mind on a chess
problem, but Jenka Wale’s breasts kept blurring his mental vision. Her pubic
mound was a glowing enticement on the visualised chessboard.” “Why not
lose himself in the ecstasy of her body? But then, realizing the trend of his
thoughts, he stiffened and took hold of himself.” (all Paul W. Fairman, I, The
Machine, 1968) [AR]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 12 March 2010: Brum Group, Briar Rose Hotel, Bennett’s Hill,
Birmingham city centre): 7:30pm for 8pm. With Jo Fletcher. £4; members
£3. Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Future meetings:
9 April TBA; 14 May, Jasper Fforde; 9 July Steve Feasey.
Random Fandom. Canadian Unity Fan Fund: the ballot for the current race
is online here:
http://sfcontario.ca/cuff/
• Fan Activity Awards Reminder: the FAAn deadline is 13 March and the
ballot form is available at the Corflu website as below. Votes may be emailed
direct to the administrator (cobaltfaan at corflu dot org) without using the
form.
http://www.corflu.org/pdfs/2010faanballot.pdf
Bram Stoker Awards (horror) shortlist: NOVEL Sarah Langan, Audrey’s
Door; Jonathan Maberry, Patient Zero; Joe McKinney, Quarantined; Jeremy
Shipp, Cursed.
• FIRST NOVEL S. G. Browne, Breathers; Daniel G. Keohane, Solomon’s
Grave; Hank Schwaeble, Damnable; Paul Tremblay, The Little Sleep.
• LONG FICTION Mort Castle, Dreaming Robot Monster; Scott Edelman, The
Hunger of Empty Vessels; Lisa Morton, The Lucid Dreaming; Gene O’Neill,
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Doc Good’s Traveling Show.
• SHORT Nate Kenyon, “Keeping Watch” (Monstrous: 20 Tales of Giant
Creature Terror); Weston Ochse, “The Crossing of Aldo Ray” (The Dead
That Walk); Norman Prentiss, “In the Porches of My Ears” (Postscripts 18);
Harry Shannon, “The Night Nurse” (Horror Drive-In 7/09).
• ANTHOLOGY Christopher Conlon, ed., He Is Legend: An Anthology
Celebrating Richard Matheson; Ellen Datlow, ed., Lovecraft Unbound; Ellen
Datlow, ed., Poe; Lisa Morton, ed., Midnight Walk.
• COLLECTION Robert Dunbar, Martyrs and Monsters; Dennis Etchison, Got to
Kill Them All and Other Stories (Cemetery Dance); Gene O’Neill, A Taste of
Tenderloin; Under the Bed, Lee Thomas, In the Closet.
• NON-FICTION Michael Knost, Writers Workshop of Horror; L.L. Soares &
Michael Arruda, Cinema Knife Fight; Bev Vincent, The Stephen King
Illustrated Companion River); Rocky Wood & Justin Brook, Stephen King:
The Non-Fiction (Cemetery Dance).
• POETRY COLLECTION Bruce Boston, Double Visions; Bruce Boston, North
Left of Earth; Rain Graves, Barfodder; Lucy A. Snyder, Chimeric Machines.
• Rose Fox at PW asked: “Where are the non-Americans?” ...
http://www.publishersweekly.com/blog/Genreville/31025Awards_Season.php
Outraged Letters II. Simon R. Green wonders: “Why do the BBC keep remaking the Triffids, when John Wyndham wrote so many other marvellous
stories? I’ve always been a huge fan of The Kraken Wakes, and The
Chrysalids, both of which would make much better television. For such an
important and popular writer, Wyndham doesn’t seem to have been very well
served by film or television. The original Triffids film was a film of two
halves, roughly bolted together. The original Village of the Damned was
wonderfully spooky, as indeed was the way over the top sequel, but the
remake was a certifiable piece of cheese. Chocky made a tv series better
remembered in nostalgia than actually watched again ... and I think that’s
about it. The only other adaptation I can think of was an episode of the old
Out of the Unknown tv series.”
• Yvonne Rousseau assures us that the currency glitch singled out by Thog in
A271 (one shilling, in 1915, equalling five pence) was fixed in a later edition:
“As for Laurie R. King, The Beekeeper’s Apprentice (1994): alterations can
happen. Even before Ansible took notice, this novel’s HarperCollins edition
of 2000 describes Holmes (disguised as a gypsy) making up the shilling by
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which he has short-changed a stable-owner with (p.107) ‘ten pennies, a
ha’penny and six farthings’ – an alteration which indeed causes the coins to
add up to a shilling. / However, the impossible dialogue persists in this series.
For example, in the 2000 edition of The Beekeeper’s Apprentice, on page 62,
Sherlock Holmes remarks (in the time of the Great War) ‘I believe your
husband will be fine, do you understand? Just fine.’ Moreover, in O
Jerusalem (1999) and Justice Hall (2002), I’m astonished to find that King
continues to believe that the women rejoin the men after a formal British
dinner, rather than the men joining the women.”
More Awards. Aeon 2009: Annette Reader, “Frogs on My Doorstep”.
Editorial. I was extremely pleased that my 2009 collection Starcombing
made it on to the Locus recommended reading list (nonfiction category).
• Amazon.com restored its Buy buttons for Macmillan (including Tor) titles
after a full week of irritation in the wilderness – enough to make me remove
all Amazon links from the Ansible Books Received page (now
ansible.co.uk/books.php) and substitute The Book Depository. This is not
going to bother Jeff Bezos or affect his bank balance beyond homeopathic
levels of dilution, but it makes me feel better.
• Now it’s publication day, and I suddenly have a bad cold. Advance
apologies for any spasm-induced typos.
Tailpiece. “When a man thought in terms of the world’s future, the General
knew, he was more than likely a tyrant. That, or a science fiction writer.”
(Tom T. Chamales, Never So Few, 1959; quoted in PITFCS, 1960)
Ansible 272 Copyright © David Langford, 2010. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Neal Asher, Stuart B, Jacey Bedford, Ian Covell, Paul Di Filippo, John
Eggeling, Gary Farber, Martyn P. Jackson, Making Light, Tim McDaniel,
Omega, Andrew I. Porter, Adam Roberts, Brian Scott, Gordon Van Gelder,
Andrew Wells, Peter Weston, Martin Morse Wooster, and our Hero
Distributors: Dave Corby (Brum Group), SCIS/Prophecy, Alan Stewart
(Australia). 1 Mar 10.
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Corflu UK. This March fanzine event was great fun. Official guest of honour
was Mary Kay Kare, whose name emerged from the traditional hat; unofficial
guest Earl Kemp (1961 Hugo winner for Who Killed Science Fiction?) was
brought over by the informal Corflu Fifty fan fund. Group photos taken
included a unique assembly of 15 TAFF winners from 13 races, 1968 (Steve
Stiles) to 2010.
• FAAn Awards. Fanzine: Banana Wings. Fan Writer: Claire Brialey. Fan
Artist: Steve Stiles. Letterhack: Robert Lichtman. Website: eFanzines.com.
New Fanzine Fan: Jacqueline Monahan. Life Achievement: Ted White. #1
Fan Face: Robert Lichtman. The coveted past presidency of the Fan Writers
of America was voted nem. con. to D. West. Further nameless rites and
ceremonies were too alcohol-ridden to be revealed, and luckily we have no
room for Graham Charnock’s keynote speech about impacted faeces.

The Rains of April
Stephen Baxter remembers Michael Foot (see R.I.P.): “As far as I know he
was the only person I ever met who actually knew H.G. Wells. They met in
London in the 40s; Foot would have been around 30 and Wells in his late
70s, ‘a hero of my youth,’ said Foot. Later, among his other
accomplishments, Foot became a great Wellsian, and produced a good
biography in 1995. That year, the centenary of The Time Machine, the Wells
Society held a conference on the book. I gave a talk on sequels by other
hands (including my own Time Ships). And there was Foot, then about 82 I
suppose, front and centre. He sat through most of the papers and made kind
comments, including a remark on mine that Wells had always been pressured
to produce sequels of his classic works, but was always drawn to the new.
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Good man.”
Sir Ian McKellen “weighed into the current British Airways strike with the
following helpful insight on Absolute Radio, announcing: ‘Nice wellbehaved hobbits don’t join unions.’” (Independent, 23 March) Lord of the
Rings readers will recall that nice well-behaved hobbits were easy meat for
Saruman until the rough aggressive ones got home. [MPJ]
Steven Moffatt explains the inner non-sfness of his show: “For me, Doctor
Who literally is a fairy tale. It’s not really science fiction. It’s not set in space,
it’s set under your bed. It’s at its best when it’s related to you, no matter what
planet it’s set on.” (Guardian, 22 March) [JM]
Norman Spinrad writes: “My primary stomach cancer is not now operable,
due to spread to some lymph nodes. I’m starting chemo on Monday [29
March], and if it works, a month or two from now at least, it may then be
operable. I’m now convinced that I’m in the hands of the best there is, and
the doctor, himself rather bald, says that with what’s being tried now at least,
I’ll keep my hair. So as an article of faith, I’ve just gotten a haircut.”
(Facebook, 25 March) Wishing him all possible luck....
Bruce Sterling has discovered that Hacking in the Computer World by
“Sandeep Gupta”, published in 2004, is in fact a pirate repackaging of his
very own The Hacker Crackdown (1992). “Great re-skinning job there!
Digging the new cover!” (Wired blog, 17 March) [LP]
Lalie Walker, the crime novelist who sets her stories in Paris, is being sued
by the owners of the Marché St Pierre fabric store – who claim that to
commit even fictional murder and abduction on their august premises is a
shocking defamation. (Imagine what litigious fun the Oxford colleges could
have along those lines ... apart from hard-to-locate ones like Jordan, Judas,
Shrewsbury and Warlock.) Walker is horrified by the notion that “every time
you want to write a fiction you have to ask the permission of the owners of
the place”, and sees a still more dire prospect looming: “She added, gloomily:
‘We will all have to end up writing science fiction instead.’” (Guardian, 17
March) [DG]
Peter Watts, Canadian sf author beaten up and pepper-sprayed by a US
border guard in December (see A270), was convicted on 19 March for
“failure to comply with a lawful order”. Apparently it’s a felony to be even
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slightly groggy and hesitant when told to lie down on the ground by someone
who has just punched you repeatedly in the face for asking a question.
Sentencing should follow in late April. As they phrased it at Making Light:
“Peter Watts has been found guilty of being assaulted by a border guard.”
Another notable victory in the War Against Tourism.

Conquisition
Click here for longlist with links • London • Overseas
All Apr • Dublin: One City, One Book events. The 2010 book is The
Picture of Dorian Gray. See www.dublinonecityonebook.ie.
2-5 Apr • Odyssey 2010 (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow,
London. At the door: £75 reg, £65 unwaged, £30 under-17s. £5 child (<11),
£1 infant (<5). Hugo shortlist (based on a record 864 nominations) to be
announced here on Sun 4 April. Watch this space.
21 Apr • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Tce, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5pm for 6pm. With Kari Sperring.
28 Apr • Clarke Award ceremony, London – by invitation.
28 Apr - 3 May • Sci-Fi London (film), Apollo Piccadilly Cinema, 19 Regent
St, London, SW1Y 4LY. Enquiries 020 3239 9277.
2 May • Vortex II (Doctor Who), Europa Hotel, Belfast. Tickets £10; £50 for
group of 6. Online (+£2 fee): www.utevents.co.uk. Contact UT Events, 23
Tudor Park, Carrickfergus, Co. Antrim, BT38 9TP.
8 May • Write Fantastic event, Jacqueline Du Pré Bldg, St Hilda’s Coll,
Oxford. £15 reg; students £12. Contact/cheques: Write Fantastic c/o Newcon
Press, 41 Wheatsheaf Rd, Alconbury Weston, PE28 4LF.
5-15 Jul • Fantastic London, Middlesex U course. £300 UK/EU; £840
international. With Farah Mendlesohn. Contact Summer School office,
Middlesex U, Trent Park Campus, Bramley Rd, London, N14 4YZ.
27-30 Aug • Discworld Convention: SOLD OUT. There is a waiting list for
possible cancellations: membership at dwcon dot org.
17-19 Sep • Fantasycon, Britannia Hotel, 1 St James St, Nottingham. Now
£65 reg (BFS members £10 less); £45 for Saturday only. Online booking
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only, it seems: www.fantasycon.org.uk. Contact fcon at britishfantasysociety
dot org.
9-10 Oct • NewCon 5, The Fishmarket, Northampton. Hotel: Park Inn. £40
reg, rising to £45 after 9 April; under-16s £30; £25 day. Contact 41
Wheatsheaf Rd, Alconbury Weston, Cambs, PE28 4LF.
17-21 Aug 11 • Renovation (69th Worldcon), Reno-Sparks Convention
Center, Reno, NV, USA. $140 reg, rising to $160 on 1 May. Unchanged: $50
supp; $100 under-21s; $75 under-17s; under-7s free. Presupporter discounts
expire 1 May: see www.renovationsf.org. Contact PO Box 13278, Portland,
OR 97213-0278, USA.
Rumblings • Worldcon 2012: the Chicago bid filed its paperwork by the
required deadline. Too late now for any rival bid to emerge.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. “Two science fiction films are up for Oscars, much to the
delight of single men with a penchant for multi-sided dice.” (Guardian Sports
“Omens”, 6 March) [CW]
• Learned critical discussion of District 9 ... Marc Maron: “He [an sfcognizant friend] just started to question the logic of certain things.” Brendan
McDonald: “There’s no logic in it, it’s science fiction.” MM: “But real sci-fi
guys want things to make sense down the line.” BM: “It’s about aliens
hanging around on Earth.” (WTF podcast, March) [TM]
Awards. James Tiptree Jr (gender exploration): Greer Gilman, Cloud &
Ashes: Three Winter’s Tales; Fumi Yoshinaga, Ooku: The Inner Chambers
(vols 1 & 2).
• Golden Raspberry (Razzies) for filmic badness: Transformers: Revenge Of
The Fallen “won” worst picture, screenplay and director (Michael Bay). For
“worst of the decade”, the film category honoured the timeless quality of
Battlefield Earth (2000). [MPJ] Whose original scriptwriter J.D. Shapiro was
moved to make a public apology, even though “I can’t help but be strangely
proud of it. Because out of all the sucky movies, mine is the suckiest.” (New
York Post, 28 March)
• SFRA Pilgrim (sf/fantasy scholarship): Eric S. Rabkin.
• SF Hall of Fame 2010 inductees: Octavia E. Butler, Roger Zelazny,
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Douglas Trumbull, and Richard Matheson. [L]
• SF Poetry Association Grand Master candidates: Richard L. Tierney and
Jane Yolen.
• Oscars: again genre films won only in lesser categories despite widespread
claims that this year would be different. Avatar: Art Direction,
Cinematography, Visual Effects. Star Trek: Make-up. Up: Animated Feature
Film, Original Score. [MPJ]
• SFWA Author Emeritus announced for 2010: Neal Barrett, Jr.
R.I.P. Robert Culp (1930-2010), US actor whose most famed sf credits were
the Outer Limits segments “Demon with a Glass Hand” and “The Architects
of Fear”, died on 24 March aged 79. [BT]
• Sid Fleischman (1920-2010), versatile US author whose many novels
included supernatural fiction for children, died on 17 March – the day after
he turned 90. He was a Newbery Medal winner. [MMW]
• Michael Foot (1913-2010), much-respected UK politician and past Labour
Party leader whose books included the near-future speculation The Trial of
Mussolini (as by Cassius, 1943) and the biography H.G.: The History of Mr
Wells (1995), died on 3 March aged 96.
• Dick Giordano (1932-2010), US comics editor/artist who worked for
Charlton, DC (inking Batman and Green Lantern/Arrow; VP from 1983),
Marvel, and his own Continuity Associates, died on 27 March aged 77. [GD]
• Peter Graves (1926-2010) US actor remembered for Mission Impossible,
Fantasy Island and both Airplane! films, died on March 14, four days short
of his 84th birthday. [SFS] He also played heroic-scientist parts in various
minor sf movies including Roger Corman’s It Conquered the World (1956).
• Corey Haim (1971-2010), Canadian actor best known for the vampire film
The Lost Boys (1987), died on 10 March; he was 38. Other genre film credits
included the sf Prayer of the Rollerboys (1991). [MPJ]
• John Hicklenton, UK comics artist who worked on Judge Dredd, Nemesis
the Warlock and other 2000 AD regulars, died at a Swiss assisted-suicide
centre on 19 March. He was 42 and had suffered for ten years from multiple
sclerosis. [JG]
• John McGarr (1964-2010), US actor/producer who produced and starred in
House of the Wolf Man (2009), was killed by a drunk driver while walking
out to breakfast at the Indianapolis Horrorhound convention on 25 March. He
was 45. [SG]
• Patricia Wrightson (1921-2010), Australian author whose sf and fantasy
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(often for children) made effective use of Aboriginal myth and the Australian
landscape, died on 15 March; she was 88. In 1986 she received the Hans
Christian Anderson medal. [F770]
As Others See Doctor Who Fans. “As the Doctor, [Matt] Smith will be
scrutinised not only by 10 million viewers, but also by some very nervous
BBC executives and a dedicated – some would say slightly unhinged – online
fan community.” (Telegraph, 11 March) [SG/MPJ]
Award Shortlists. Arthur C. Clarke: Gwyneth Jones, Spirit; China Miéville,
The City & The City; Adam Roberts, Yellow Blue Tibia; Kim Stanley
Robinson, Galileo’s Dream; Marcel Theroux, Far North; Chris Wooding,
Retribution Falls.
• Compton Crook (first novel): Paolo Bacigalupi, The Windup Girl; D.D.
Barant, Dying Bites; Gail Carriger, Soulless; Jonathan L. Howard, Johannes
Cabal, the Necromancer.
• Lambda (LGBT). CHILDREN’S/YA: Malinda Lo, Ash; Michael Cart, ed., How
Beautiful the Ordinary; P.E. Ryan, In Mike We Trust; Dale Peck, Sprout;
Nick Burd, The Vast Fields of Ordinary. SF/FANTASY/HORROR: Rebecca Ore,
Centuries Ago and Very Fast; Amber Dawn, Fist of the Spider Woman; Lee
Thomas, In the Closet, Under the Bed; Catherynne M. Valente, Palimpsest;
Tom Cardamone, Pumpkin Teeth.
• Prometheus (libertarian): Orson Scott Card, Hidden Empire; Cory
Doctorow, Makers; Dani and Eytan Kollin, The Unincorporated Man; Harry
Turtledove, Liberating Atlantis; Harry Turtledove, The United States of
Atlantis.
As Others See Some Of Us. “Klingon speakers, those who have devoted
themselves to the study of a language invented for the Star Trek franchise,
inhabit the lowest possible rung of the geek ladder. Dungeons & Dragons
players, ham radio operators, robot engineers, computer programmers, comic
book collectors – they all look down on Klingon speakers. Even the most
ardent Star Trek fanatics, the Trekkies, who dress up in costume every day,
who can recite scripts of entire episodes, who collect Star Trek paraphernalia
with mad devotion, consider Klingon speakers beneath them.” (Arika Okrent,
In The Land Of Invented Languages, 2009) [MMW]
Stokers (horror). NOVEL Sarah Langan, Audry’s Door. FIRST NOVEL Hank
Schwaeble, Damnable. LONG FICTION Lisa Morton, The Lucid Dreaming.
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Norman Prentiss, “In the Porches of My Ears” (Postscripts 18).
ANTHOLOGY Christopher Conlon, He Is Legend. COLLECTION Gene O’Neill, A
Taste of Tenderloin. NONFICTION Michael Knost, Writers Workshop of
Horror. POETRY Lucy A. Snyder, Chimeric Machines.
SHORT

Speaking of Stoker: Dublin Council liked his great-great-nephew’s proposal
for a statue of Bram Stoker in the man’s native city; but alas, the Irish
economy has been bled dry. So, no Dublin memorial unless Stoker’s family
can raise ~€100,000.... (Independent, 26 March) [MPJ]
C.o.A. Chris Bell, 15 Whinneys Rd, Loudwater, High Wycombe, HP10 9RJ.
Terry Jeeves, Broomgrove Nursing Home, 30 Broomgrove Rd, Sheffield,
S10 2LR (fanzines etc still welcomed, but expect no reply).
To Coin A Phrase. Who could offer the most original comment on
Sunderland University’s new course module in space law? “Space law course
to tackle final frontier [...] boldly going into the potential legal conundra of
outer space.” (Guardian, 14 March) “... boldly going where no others have
gone before. [...] the final frontier of the legal system ...” (JournalLive.co.uk,
13 March) “To boldly go where no law student has gone before.”
(Sunderland Echo, 15 March) “... boldly going where no UK law school has
gone before ...” (Lawyer 2B, 16 March; also NEbusiness.co.uk, 24 March)
“... boldly going where no British university has gone before ...” (Northern
Echo, 13 March) [MPJ] We searched in vain for a single instance of “It’s
law, Jim, but not as we know it.”
Outraged Letters. Neil Ford on Maura McHugh on SFX (see A272): “Maura
did not mention that February 2010 is the first, and so far only, Women in
Horror Month, as so declared by Someone On The Internet
(womeninhorrormonth.com). The shamefully male editors of SFX probably
didn’t even know there was such an event to observe or otherwise.”
Magazine Scene. Several editors of China’s Science Fiction World published
an open letter complaining that their “unprofessional” boss has no clue,
expecting them to do writing, translation and artwork in-house rather than
pay writers, translators or artists. Monthly circulation has dropped from
150,000 to 130,000 since he took charge at the start of 2009. (Those faint
envious moans you hear are from the Western sf magazine editors.) Major
Chinese authors have backed the SFW protest.
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Random Fandom. Chris Garcia set fire to his legendary beard during a bout
of kamikaze cooking on 5 March. Exclamation marks were freely used.
• Richard E. Geis, who always checks the Ansible obits for his name, should
be be able to see them better after his successful left-eye cataract surgery.
[AIP]
• Cheryl Morgan was refused entry to the USA at San Francisco airport on 11
March, and returned to Britain. Though apparently resulting from a
communications error between the State Department and Customs & Border
Control, this bars her from ever again visiting the USA on the visa-waiver
programme.
• Douglas Spencer & Julia Daly are engaged, and plan to marry in May 2012.
“Hogfather” = Bacon? Review of a book on the who-wrote-Shakespeare
follies: “Perhaps in 400 years, we’ll be analysing the Discworld novels to
discover the ‘real’ Pratchett.” (Independent, 28 March) [PD]
As Others Bewail Our Defects. Eli Lehrer on Analog’s eightieth
anniversary: “Great literature, by definition, manages to ask (and sometimes
answer) universal questions about the human condition. Although characterdriven stories – which are quite possible even in a hard science fiction
context – can address almost anything, a major focus of any hard sci-fi story
will, almost by definition, involve something that has never happened to
anyone. (Yet.) So hard science fiction, even when well crafted, will probably
never make it into the literary canon.” (Weekly Standard, 15 March) [MMW]
Did H.G. Wells write any?
The Dead Past. 50 Years Ago: a London Eastercon changed hotels at 3 days’
notice after “the shattering announcement by the management of the
Sandringham Hotel, the advertised meeting place, cancelling the convention
on Tuesday, 12th April. [Committee members] in charge of booking
arrangements were told that the management would not after all allow
alcohol on the premises and that frankly we were considered a bunch of
rowdies.” (Skyrack 17, April 1960)
• 45 Years Ago: an anonymous slow reader borrowed a copy of Quatermass
and the Pit from a Sheffield library – returned at last in 2010. [DKMK]
Rumours that he/she has now started on Robert Jordan are considered too
good to check.
Fanfundery. GUFF voting reminder: the deadline is 5 April. See
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taff.org.uk/guff.html. Douglas Spencer’s campaign involves the shock
revelation that he is an anagram of Ego And Scruples; James Shields may yet
unveil himself as a contender who Hides Less Jam.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Alien Anatomy, or Arithmetic. “Their four legs
were all the same, the rear ones not specialized like, say, those of horses.
Each leg folded in two places; the top and bottom bones went one way, the
middle one the other.” Later: “Their knees, all twelve per person, were bent
into a kind of half crouch that left Ron towering over them.” (Mike Shepherd,
Kris Longknife: Undaunted, 2009) [PM]
• Expletives Dept. “‘Dungheap!’ one of the albino twins ejaculated. ‘Nothing
goes to the waste lands!’” (Stephen King, The Dark Tower 3: The Waste
Lands, 1991) [GS]
• Dept of Sexual Side-Effects. “Penway had no reflexes. He lay there helpless
whilst wild, disjointed thoughts formed, vanished and reformed, hammered
against his numbed consciousness, swirled and danced like paper bits in a
high wind.” (Paul W. Fairman, I, The Machine, 1968) [AR]
• Metaphor Dept. “Pippa leapt from one metal stump to the next, her balance
refined, arms outstretched a little, her face a Picasso of concentration.” (Andy
Remic, War Machine, 2007) [RD]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 9 April 2010: Brum Group, Briar Rose Hotel, Bennett’s Hill, Birmingham
city centre): 7:30pm for 8pm. With Chris Morgan. £4; members £3. Contact
07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Future meetings: 14 May,
Jasper Fforde; 11 June, Pat Cadigan; 9 July, Steve Feasey; 13 August,
Summer Social meal at Black Eagle; 10 September TBA; 8 October, Adam
Roberts; 5 November, Charles Stross; 3 December, Christmas Social.
Outraged Letters II. Chris Nelson on the Olympicon bid for Eastercon
2012: “Your readers might like to know the Aussies were there first. The
1956 Australian natcon in Melbourne (venue of the Olympic Games that
year) was Olympicon. This was obviously before the IOC became so keen on
litigation.”
• Farah Mendlesohn has been reading Lynn Barber’s autobiography An
Education, where for once Others See Us in a kindly light: “on p.96 while
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writing of her time at Penthouse, she records proudly that ‘My great coup,
finally, was discovering science fiction and in particular a magazine called
New Worlds which was publishing J.G. Ballard, Michael Moorcock, Brian
Aldiss, Philip K. Dick, but only to a specialist sci-fi audience. They were
happy to sell us second British serial rights and we gradually acquired a
reputation for publishing good science fiction. In later years Kathy Keeton
launched a sci-fi magazine called Omni in the US, which was hugely
successful for a while.’”
Editorial. Apologies, again, to those few email subscribers who received
multiple copies of Ansible 272 owing to a Mailman list server hiccup. Expert
reassurance boils down to: “These things sometimes happen but not often.”
Thank you, Mr Expert. If you’d rather unsubscribe and switch to Ansible’s
RSS feed or a similar option, see “Geek’s Corner” above [though not in this
ebook]. Please note that “unsubscribe” emails sent to the list address rather
than the request address given above will go unseen in the usual deluge of
messages reporting huge lottery wins of fake Rolex timeshared male
enlargement.
More Film Awards. Avatar had better luck with the Visual Effects Society
Awards (unsurprisingly) and Empire Awards; John Hurt of Alien etc etc fame
received a life achievement award from the Bradford International Film
Festival. [MPJ]
http://tinyurl.com/viseffects
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/entertainment/8591899.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/entertainment/8577715.stm
Rare Book Dept. Paul Barnett reports that Amazon.com has a page for Poul
Anderson’s little-known Animals of the Time Patrol, whose rarity is such that
the s/h dealer with the only known copy wants $2,684.17. (“A terrific
value.”) Bibliophile John Clute commented: “Holy poul cats.”
Ansible 273 Copyright © David Langford, 2010. Thanks to File 770, Gordon
Davie, Richard Dixon, Paul Dormer, David Garnett, Joe Gordon, Steve
Green, Martyn P. Jackson, David K.M. Klaus, Locus, John Mason, Todd
Mason, Petrea Mitchell, Lawrence Person, Andrew I. Porter, Adam Roberts,
SF Site, Grant Stone, Bruce Townley, Conrad Williams, Martin Morse
Wooster, and our Hero Distributors: Dave Corby (BSFG), SCIS/Prophecy,
Alan Stewart (Oz). 31 Mar 10.
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Ansible 274, May 2010
From David Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU, UK.
Web news.ansible.co.uk. ISSN 0265-9816 (print); 1740-942X (e). Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Amanda Kear, “Astronautilus”. Available for SAE or
interocitor schematics.
Odyssey. An enjoyable Eastercon despite some criticism of its “sf lite”
programme (there weren’t that many knitting and bondage workshops, but
the jokes proliferated anyway) and scanty use of pro guests Iain Banks,
Alastair Reynolds and Liz Williams.
• BSFA Awards went to China Miéville for The City & The City (novel), Ian
Watson & Roberto Quaglia for “The Beloved Time of Their Lives” (short),
Stephan Martiniere for the cover of Ian McDonald’s Desolation Road
(artwork), and Nick Lowe for his long-running Interzone film column
“Mutant Popcorn” (nonfiction).
• London in 2014: the Worldcon bid was launched with a nifty promotional
film assembled from many sf clips of London menaced, Big Ben exploding,
etc etc. Further details below.
• Doc Weir Award for unsung fannish heroism: Alice Lawson.
• Eastercons to Come: Illustrious (Birmingham NEC Hilton) was
unanimously acclaimed for the 2011 event; Olympus (returning to Odyssey’s
venue, the Radisson Edwardian/“Noneuclidean” Hotel at Heathrow) received
somewhat less than unanimous approval for 2012. Again, more below.

Mercer’s Day
Iain M. Banks’s secret is revealed: “Iain M. Banks drops the M when he
writes fiction.” (Victoria Coren, Only Connect, BBC4, 5 April) [RCF]
Lionel Fanthorpe was in the news again, performing an exorcism to remove
a “gipsy curse” from the hallowed grounds of the Newport, Gwent speedway
stadium. (South Wales Argus) [BF/DR] Ansible understands that Lionel had
read barely half of his potent incantation Galaxy 666 (as by Pel Torro) when
the curse fled in evident terror.
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Alan Moore was “disappeared” from Time’s story about a US Republican
video that tends to advocate the anti-government strategy of Guy Fawkes. “A
few years back, two left-leaning writers, Andy and Lana Wachowski, adapted
the story of Guy Fawkes [...] The Wachowski brothers movie, V for
Vendetta, made Fawkes the hero and presented the British crown as an
oppressive dictatorship ...” No mention, alas, of the original V for Vendetta
by Moore and David Lloyd. (23 April) [ML]
Jeanne Robinson, as Spider Robinson sadly reports, has reached the end of
useful chemotherapy and entered palliative care for “somewhere between a
month and a year – more or less.” (5 April) Positive thoughts and emails
welcomed, but no flowers or visits. All sympathy.
Brian Stableford writes: “Circumstances oblige me to dispose of all my
books. The reference collection has approximately 2,500 antique hardcovers
and large pbs, 3,500 post-1950 hardcovers and pbs, 1,000 pulps, 1,000 other
large sized magazines, 4,500 digest magazines, 6,500 small paperbacks,
1,000 non-fiction titles, 300 illustrated books and 200 books in French. My
personal archive amounts to 1,000 items, with 2,000 duplicates. I am busy
making lists of the more interesting and desirable items for the benefit of
potential buyers – obviously, I’d prefer to sell off large lots rather than small
numbers of items if I can.” (5 April) Some of the above is already spoken for,
but much still remains. There’s an email contact form at
ansible.co.uk/misc/bs.php.
Sigourney Weaver knows why James Cameron’s ex-wife won the bestdirector Oscar for The Hurt Locker, while Cameron and Avatar didn’t: “Jim
didn’t have breasts, and I think that was the reason. He should have taken
home that Oscar.” (Telegraph, 15 April) [MPJ]
Peter Watts, convicted of not grovelling fast enough to a US border guard,
was sentenced on 26 April: 60 days’ jail, suspended on payment of $1628
fines/costs. A trace of sanity at last – but this still leaves him officially a
felon, barred from entering the USA. [F770]
Gene Wolfe had successful open-heart surgery on 24 April. [L]

Conturmation
Click here for longlist with links • London • Overseas
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7-12 May • Stomach Pump Exhibition (zines), Islington Mill, off Chapel St,
Manchester, M3 5HW. Opens 7pm, 7 May. 07947 649 896.
8 May • Write Fantastic event, Jacqueline Du Pré Bldg, St Hilda’s Coll,
Oxford. £15 reg; students £12. Contact/cheques: Write Fantastic c/o Newcon
Press, 41 Wheatsheaf Rd, Alconbury Weston, PE28 4LF.
26 May • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Tce, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5pm for 6pm. Doctor Who panel/book launch.
28-29 May • Magus: Transdisciplinary Approaches to the Work of Alan
Moore (conference), University of Northampton. £60 reg inc lunches; £45
unwaged. Cheques (payable to the university) to Nathan Wiseman-Trowse,
School of the Arts, University of Northampton, St George’s Avenue,
Northampton, NN2 6JD. Contact 01604 893072.
19 Jun • SF Foundation/BSFA mini-con & AGMs: Royal Astronomical
Society, Piccadilly, London, W1J 0BQ. 9:30am-4pm. Free.
26 Jun • Tolkien Society Seminar, Birmingham Central Library. £18 reg
(members £15); advance booking only; closes 29 May. Payment to Tolkien
Society c/o 21 Christian St, Peel, Isle of Man, IM5 1NW.
2-6 Sep • Aussiecon 4 (68th Worldcon), Melbourne Convention & Exhibition
Centre. New rates from 1 May:
$A310/$US280/$CAN290/£190/€215/Yen26,200; supp (unchanged)
$A70/$US50/$CAN50/£25/€35/Yen4,900; see also www.aussiecon4.org.au.
Contact GPO Box 1212, Melbourne, Vic 3001, Australia; info at aussiecon4
org au.
3-6 Sep • Cineology Live (cult tv), Pontin’s, Lowestoft, Suffolk. £199 (£299
“Club”) inc shared room; bookings 0844 576 5949.
9-10 Oct • NewCon 5, The Fishmarket, Northampton. Hotel: Park Inn. Now
£45 reg; under-16s £30; £25 day. Contact 41 Wheatsheaf Rd, Alconbury
Weston, Cambs, PE28 4LF.
22-25 Apr 11 • Illustrious (Eastercon), Hilton Metropole, NEC,
Birmingham. GoHs David Weber, Peter F. Hamilton, David A. Hardy, Vince
Docherty. Now £55 reg, £30 under-25s/unwaged, £20 under-18s, £10 under12s, £1 under-5s. Contact 4 Burnside Ave, Sheffield, S8 9FR.
17-21 Aug 11 • Renovation (69th Worldcon), Reno-Sparks Convention
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Center, Reno, NV, USA. $140 reg, Now $160 reg. Unchanged: $50 supp;
$100 under-21s; $75 under-17s; under-7s free. Presupporter discounts have
expired: see www.renovationsf.org. Contact PO Box 13278, Portland, OR
97213-0278, USA.
6-9 Apr 12 • Olympus 2012 (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel,
Heathrow, London. GoHs Paul Cornell, George R.R. Martin. £40 reg, £35
unwaged, £20 supp/under-17s, £5 under-12s, £1 under-5s. Postal address
awaited; for now, join at www.olympus2012.org.
Rumblings • London in 2014. This Worldcon bid plans to use the
International Convention Centre in the ExCel complex, Docklands, on 14-18
August 2014. £12 presupporting, £60 “Friend” (£30 if born after 14 August
1988). Payments to London in 2014, 4 Evesham Green, Aylesbury, Bucks,
HP19 9RX, or online at www.londonin2014.org.

Infinitely Improbable
Thog’s Election Masterclass. Gordon Brown, Zombie: “A senior politician
had a meeting with the Prime Minister shortly before the [2008] recess and
was shocked by what he saw. ‘He looked absolutely terrible. The shoulders
were hunched. The flesh was literally dripping off his face ...’” (Andrew
Rawnsley, The End of the Party, 2010) [GS]
• But Lembit Opik sees his LibDem leader Nick Clegg in terms of high
fantasy: “He’s like Frodo. He arrived in Middle Earth all innocent, but ready
to take on the forces of evil. He is the only one capable of wearing the ring of
power without being corrupted. Vince Cable is our very own Gandalf.”
(Pandora column, Independent, 20 April) Which party leader is Sauron in this
metaphor, and which is Saruman? Who is Gollum?
• In France, Le Monde – led astray by blue-tribe connotations? – identified
the UK Conservative leader as James Cameron. (Ibid, 28 April) [MPJ]
Awards. Arthur C. Clarke: China Miéville, The City and the City – making
him this award’s first three-time winner.
• SFWA Solstice: Tom Doherty, Terri Windling and the late Donald A.
Wollheim.
• Philip K. Dick. C.L. Anderson, Bitter Angels; special citation to Ian
McDonald, Cyberabad Days.
• Carnegie Medal shortlisted genre titles: Neil Gaiman, The Graveyard Book;
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Patrick Ness, The Ask and the Answer; Terry Pratchett, Nation; Philip Reeve,
Fever Crumb. [JY]
• Shirley Jackson novel shortlist: Victor LaValle, Big Machine; Brian
Evenson, Last Days; Sarah Waters, The Little Stranger; Karen Maitland, The
Owl Killers; Caitlin R. Kiernan, The Red Tree; Helen Oyeyemi, White is for
Witching.
As Others See Us. On Michael Chabon’s essay collection Maps and
Legends: “(I would like to make a substantial bet that he is a fan of The Lord
of the Rings too; there are hurried nods to Tolkien’s imaginarium here and
elsewhere, but of all the means for professional suicide that are available to
the writer, expressing affection for Tolkien is one of the most effective.)”
(Nicholas Lezard, Guardian, 3 April) [AMB]
Hugo Nominations. 864 ballots cast. NOVEL (699 ballots) Cherie Priest,
Boneshaker; China Miéville, The City & The City; Robert Charles Wilson,
Julian Comstock: A Story of 22nd-Century America; Catherynne M. Valente,
Palimpsest; Robert J. Sawyer, Wake; Paolo Bacigalupi, The Windup Girl.
• NOVELLA (375) Nancy Kress, “Act One” (Asimov’s 3/09); John Scalzi, The
God Engines; Charles Stross, “Palimpsest” (Wireless); James Morrow,
Shambling Towards Hiroshima; Ian McDonald, “Vishnu at the Cat Circus”
(Cyberabad Days), Kage Baker, The Women of Nell Gwynne’s.
• NOVELETTE (402) Rachel Swirsky, “Eros, Philia, Agape” (Tor.com 3/09);
Peter Watts, “The Island” (The New Space Opera 2); Nicola Griffith, “It
Takes Two” (Eclipse Three); Paul Cornell “One of Our Bastards is Missing”
(The Solaris Book of New Science Fiction: Volume Three); Charles Stross,
“Overtime” (Tor.com 12/09); Eugie Foster, “Sinner, Baker, Fabulist, Priest;
Red Mask, Black Mask, Gentleman, Beast” (Interzone 2/09).
• SHORT (432) Mike Resnick, “The Bride of Frankenstein” (Asimov’s 12/09);
Will McIntosh, “Bridesicle” (Asimov’s 1/09); Lawrence M. Schoen, “The
Moment” (Footprints); N.K. Jemisin, “Non-Zero Probabilities”
(Clarkesworld 9/09); Kij Johnson, “Spar” (Clarkesworld 10/09).
• RELATED WORK (259) John Clute, Canary Fever; Michael Swanwick, HopeIn-The-Mist; Farah Mendlesohn, The Inter-Galactic Playground; Farah
Mendlesohn, ed., On Joanna Russ; Helen Merrick, The Secret Feminist
Cabal; Jack Vance, This is Me, Jack Vance!
• GRAPHIC STORY (221) Batman: Whatever Happened to the Caped
Crusader?; Captain Britain And MI13. Volume 3: Vampire State; Fables Vol
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12: The Dark Ages; Girl Genius, Volume 9: Agatha Heterodyne and the
Heirs of the Storm; Schlock Mercenary: The Longshoreman of the
Apocalypse.
• DRAMATIC, LONG (541) Avatar, District 9, Moon, Star Trek, Up.
• DRAMATIC, SHORT (282) Doctor Who: “The Next Doctor”; Who: “Planet of
the Dead”; Who: “The Waters of Mars”; Dollhouse: “Epitaph 1”;
FlashForward: “No More Good Days”.
• EDITOR, LONG (289) Lou Anders, Ginjer Buchanan, Liz Gorinsky, Patrick
Nielsen Hayden, Juliet Ulman.
• EDITOR, SHORT (419) Ellen Datlow, Stanley Schmidt, Jonathan Strahan,
Gordon Van Gelder, Sheila Williams.
• PRO ARTIST (327) Bob Eggleton, Stephan Martiniere, John Picacio, Daniel
Dos Santos, Shaun Tan.
• SEMIPROZINE (377) Ansible, Clarkesworld, Interzone, Locus, Weird Tales.
• FAN WRITER (319) Claire Brialey, Christopher J. Garcia, James Nicoll, Lloyd
Penney, Frederik Pohl.
• FANZINE (298) Argentus, Banana Wings, Challenger, The Drink Tank, File
770, StarShipSofa.
• FAN ARTIST (199) Brad W. Foster, Dave Howell, Sue Mason, Steve Stiles,
Taral Wayne.
• JOHN W. CAMPBELL (not a Hugo) (356) Saladin Ahmed, Gail Carriger, Felix
Gilman, Seanan McGuire, Lezli Robyn.
• Fuller details here [a link now dead].
Definition. “What is television’s most successful sci-fi series? Sorry, that’s
SF. Sci-fi is a term used by science fiction fans to describe favourites from
bygone years such as Lost in Space and The Tomorrow People, shows that
gave the genre a reputation for flying saucers, laser pistols and aliens in silver
jumpsuits. / Nowadays, the genre would rather be taken seriously. / ‘I think
science fiction has become more mainstream because it’s less exclusive,’
says Sydney-based science fiction writer Jonathan Blum. ‘It used to be
associated with spaceships and aliens, but now it’s shows like Lost and
Heroes, which are far more like relationship dramas.’” (Weekend Australian,
20-21 March) [YR]
R.I.P. Carl Macek (1951-2010), US producer who did much to put anime on
the US map – adapting the tv Robotech from (somewhat controversially)
three disparate originals, co-founding Streamline Pictures, producing the first
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English dub of Miyazaki’s My Neighbor Totoro, and more – died on 17
April; he was 58. [JC/PT]
• William Mayne (1928-2010), highly-regarded UK author of over 100 books
for children and young adults, including such notable fantasies as the
Earthfasts trilogy, A Game of Dark, It and Cuddy, died on 23 March aged 82.
His career had ended shamefully with a conviction for past child abuse in
2004. [JC]
• Corin Redgrave (1939-2010), UK actor whose long career included many
genre credits – examples being Excalibur (1981), Ultraviolet (1998), Doctor
Sleep (2002) and The Turn of the Screw (2009) – died on 6 April. He was 70.
[SG]
• Shio Sato (Chiyoko Sato, 1950-2010), Japanese manga artist best known for
Yumemiru Wakusei (The Dreaming Planet), One Zero and the short The
Changeling, died on 4 April; she was 59. [PM]
• John Schoenherr (1935-2010), US artist whose most famous sf image was
the giant Prophet of Dune sandworm on a large-format Analog (March 1965),
died on 8 April aged 74. He won the Hugo as best professional artist in 1965
and the Caldecott Medal in 1988, the latter for illustrating Jane Yolen’s Owl
Moon.
• Alan Sillitoe (1928-2010), UK author of best-selling “kitchen-sink drama”
novels like Saturday Night and Sunday Morning (1958), died on 25 April
aged 82; his genre work includes the sf satire Travels in Nihilon (1971). [JL]
• Peggy White (1927-2010), much-loved fan and convention-goer since the
1950s heyday of classic Irish Fandom, died in hospital on 8 April. She was
82 and had been married to author James White from 1955 until his death in
1999. [SL]
The Dead Past. 60 Years Ago. Proto-Thoggery in the UK magazine Worlds
of Fantasy: “Dawn, and Lew Gordon was flying a streamlined turbo-jet into
space.” (Science Fantasy News 5, Summer 1950)
Outraged Letters. Simon R. Green: “I enjoyed the World Horror Con in
Brighton, though I do think I might have upset some Sherlock Holmes purists
on a panel when I said I’d always wanted to write a story in which Holmes
and Watson visit the moors and encounter a gigantic hound called ... Scooby.
All this, and Moriarty and Muttley too. Move over, Kim Newman.”
• Joe McNally: “Visitors to Waterstone’s in Piccadilly are greeted with a
large display of books under the heading ‘Quintessentially English’ [...]
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Selections include the expected light dusting of Brontës, Agatha Christie,
Orwell, Greene etc, assorted biographies – and The Crow Road by Iain ‘as
English as a slightly camp vicar nibbling cucumber sandwiches in a
Harrogate tea room’ Banks.”
• Bryan Talbot: “I always think of ‘As Others See Us’ when I listen to the
otherwise marvellous Radio 7, a great fund of drama and comedy. For the
twice-daily science fiction and fantasy slot, The 7th Dimension, the assumed
intelligence quota of the audience suddenly plummets. Host Nick Briggs puts
on a creepy voice and addresses the listeners as if we are all eight-year olds,
promising not to exterminate us, referring to his arrival in a flying saucer and
so forth.”
• Martin Morse Wooster: “On the April 22 [US] Flashforward, sinister
physicist Dylan Frost has a gigantic chart showing various nexuses of
Conspiracy. (Of course it was called ‘the garden of forking paths.’) At one
point, for about a millisecond, the camera flashed on a circle that said,
‘ANSIBLE.’” Gosh.
Magazine Scene. The editorial rebellion at China’s Science Fiction World
(see A273) led to the replacement of the boss whose policies may have helped
reduce circulation from 150,000 (early 2009) to 130,000.
Random Fandom. Dermot Dobson wants it known that his 110lb weight
loss resulted from a regimen of serious healthiness, and not – as assumed by
so many at Eastercon – some fearful wasting disease.
Fanfundery. GUFF: James Shields won by a first-round majority with 52
votes (38 UK/11 Aus/4 rest of world) to Douglas Spencer’s 37 (32/4/1) and
10 (7/3/0) No Preference. James thus gets the coveted trip to Aussiecon 4 this
year.
• DUFF. After three eliminating rounds too complex to summarize, John
Hertz emerged as winner with 73 votes – trailed by John Purcell with 47 –
and will likewise attend Aussiecon 4.
C.o.A. Horror News c/o Mike Bohatch, 3560 Rialto Heights #374, Colorado
Springs, CO 80907, USA.
• Syfy: the UK Sci Fi Channel finally imitated its US parent company’s
derided name-change in April. [MPJ]
Group Gropes. Beer & Blake’s 7: Canal House, 48 Canal St, Nottingham;
15 May, 1pm. Next door (Fellows, Morton & Clayton) if wet.
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Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of How Else? “The Marquis of London lifted his
head a fraction of an inch and looked at Lord Darcy from beneath his brows.”
(Randall Garrett, Too Many Magicians, 1966)
• Erudite Allusions Dept. “‘Where did you learn a distraction technique like
that with the doors?’ [...] ‘A long time ago, in a city far, far away, to
paraphrase Star Trek.’” (Gayle Lynds, The Book of Spies, 2010) [LG]
• Eyeballs [Not] in the Sky. “Afterward Lorimer can recall mostly eyes,
bright curious eyes tugging his boots ...” (James Tiptree Jr, “Houston,
Houston, Do You Read?”, 1976) [PB] “... the very suggestion ... was enough
to make them close their minds and occupy their eyes with their shoelaces”
(Hilary Mantel, Fludd, 1989) [PB]
• Chronology Dept. “‘The twenty-first century,’ Kartan corrected her quietly.
The blank fear he saw reflected in their eyes made him hesitate for a moment
before he added, ‘This is the year 2179.’” (Margaret J. Anderson, In the
Circle of Time, 1979) [PB]
• Proverbial Wisdom. “A weeping woman is a bucket with no bottom.”
(Robert Jordan, The Shadow Rising, 1992) [AR] “Never prod at a woman
unless you must.” “The only man completely at peace is a man without a
navel.” “Caution once forgotten could be forgotten once too often.” “The best
way to apologize to a man is to trip him in a secluded part of the garden.”
“You put your cat in your hat and stuff it down your breeches.” (all Robert
Jordan, Lord of Chaos, 1994) [AR]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 6 May 2010: Bryan Talbot on “Grandville & the Anthropomorphic
Tradition”, Leicester Central Lending Library, Belvoir St, Leicester. 7pm.
Tickets £2.50.
• 14 May 2010: Brum Group, Briar Rose Hotel, Bennett’s Hill, Birmingham
city centre): 7:30pm for 8pm. With Jasper Fforde. £4; members £3. Contact
07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Future meetings: 11 June, Pat
Cadigan; 9 July, Steve Feasey; 13 August, Summer Social meal at Black
Eagle; 10 September TBA; 8 October, Adam Roberts; 5 November, Charles
Stross; 3 December, Christmas Social.
Editorial. It’s almost a relief that I’ve been pushed off the fanwriter Hugo
shortlist at last. After thirty-one years (1979-2009) of being nominated every
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time ... well, I ought to have had some kind of witty comment prepared long
in advance, but can only look back and boggle that this streak happened at
all. Much gratitude to the kindly nominators who gave me such a prolonged
run, despite my (not so much principled as vaguely embarrassed) lack of
actual campaigning. Thanks too to everyone who kept Ansible listed as
Semiprozine!
• Speaking of long runs, Adam Roberts’s marathon attempt to read and
review the Wheel of Time series at the rate of one mighty tome per week got
as far as book seven. After which, alas, the flesh was weak and the spirit was
still weaker:
http://punkadiddle.blogspot.com/2010/04/jordanian-hiatus.html
• There’s no particular cosmic significance in the appearance of this issue
before May actually begins: it’s just that my only affordable local printers
don’t open on Saturday. Also on the last day of April, I received the new SFX
dated July....
As Others Explain Us. Did you know that Kurd Lasswitz, the German sf
pioneer commemorated by his country’s top sf award, was hypothetical?
“The story dramatises an idea mooted elsewhere by Borges in his ‘Note sobre
(hacia) Bernard Shaw’ (‘A Note on (towards) Bernard Shaw’), where it is
attributed to a hypothetical scholar by the name of Kurd Lasswitz (taking
‘lass’ to suggest ‘lass’itude, or the French ‘las’, and ‘-witz’ to suggest ‘wits’,
we end up with the perfectly appropriate meaning for this name of ‘Wearywits’).” (John Sturrock, Paper Tigers: The Ideal Fictions of Jorge Luis
Borges, 1977) [ECL]
Ansible 274 Copyright © David Langford, 2010. Thanks to Paul Barnett,
Andrew M Butler, John Clute, File 770, Rachel Coleman Finch, Bryn Fortey,
Lisa Goldstein, Steve Green, Martyn P. Jackson, Sinead Larkin, Making
Light, Jim Linwood, Locus, Petrea Mitchell, David Redd, Adam Roberts,
Yvonne Rousseau, Graham Sleight, Jessica Yates, and our Hero Distributors:
Dave Corby (Brum Group), SCIS/Prophecy, Alan Stewart (Australia). 31 Apr
10.
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Junebug, Calling Peewee
Guillermo Del Toro has dropped out as director of the two coming films of
The Hobbit, but will continue as screenplay co-writer. [DK]
Harlan Ellison is full of surprises: “Last Dangerous Visions, for the first
time ever in e-book format (and soon to be in paperback), is the latest
installment in E-Reads’ initiative to bring back more than thirty major works
by Harlan Ellison.” (E-Reads) But this web page is otherwise about the
original Dangerous Visions, and Last may just be a typo. [Rapidly fixed, but
we kept a screenshot.]
Neil Gaiman, who charges high speaking fees out of sheer self-defence, was
not best pleased to be used as a “political football” after accepting $40,000 to
talk at a Minnesota library. (Which needed to use up special funding that
couldn’t be spent on books or salaries.) The money all went to charity, but
the Minneapolis Star Tribune decided this shock horror payment was frontpage news. Neil: “Nobody from the Star Tribune tried to contact me or my
assistant or agent for any quotes on this, which I find a bit depressing, given
that they have my email and phone number from dozens of previous
interviews.” [BB] So it goes.
Muriel Gray learned the peril of telling anecdotes, after joking in a
Fantasycon 2004 interview about some chap’s complaint to HarperCollins
that her horror novel The Ancient (January 2000) was suspiciously similar to
his fantasy (unpublished). Her comment “So obviously he was a nutter”
clearly rankled, but not as much as her claim that his book had been written
after hers appeared. Since she didn’t mention his name – Geoff Widders –
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this was hardly defamatory; still, he went to the Small Claims court, asking
not for damages but for an official ruling that Muriel Gray had told a fib and
should jolly well be ashamed of herself. The case moved to High Court and
then Court of Appeal, ultimately being thrown out in December 2009 with
costs against Widders. He feels a vast sense of injustice and has created a
website about the whole affair (hewasanutter.com), plugging this on literary
messageboards: the British Fantasy Society’s because of Fantasycon, Stephen
King’s because The Ancient had a King cover quote, and (at Facebook)
Gray’s home-town football team Glasgow Rangers. [JS] Oh dear.... [Later:
Mr Widders now complains (and complains, and complains) that this attempt
to summarize a long story is ‘distorted’. By all means visit his site, as linked
above, and judge for yourself.]
Diana Wynne Jones, after much consultation with her husband and
specialists, has decided to abandon chemotherapy (which is serving only to
make her feel very ill indeed) and resign herself to whatever may follow. Her
senior oncologist fears she has “months rather than years”, but we all hope
that – as once or twice before – Diana can still surprise the medical
profession. May the good luck return. [via CB]
Jonathan Lethem is moving from New York to California, to take up the
Roy Disney Chair of Creative Writing at Pomona College (held by David
Foster Wallace until his death in 2008). [AIP]
Ian McEwan’s climate-change novel Solar won the Bollinger Everyman
Wodehouse prize for comic fiction at the Hay Festival. He said: “I have been
surprised there aren’t more novels [about it]. It’s clearly begun to have an
impact on our lives already and it has huge human consequences, on a small
scale, on a private level and on a geopolitical level.” (Guardian, 28 May)
[JY] The Guardian could have cited heaps of past sf about anthropogenic
climate change, from George Turner’s The Sea and Summer (1987, aka
Drowning Towers) to Kim Stanley Robinson’s “Science in the Capital” trio
(2005-7), but the invisible genre stayed invisible – apart from Michael
Crichton’s contrarian State of Fear.
J. Neil Schulman, whose 1979 sf novel Alongside Night features “the
collapse of the American economy due to massive government
overspending”, announced on 21 May that he plans a copyright infringement
suit against the US government for stealing his plot points and using them in
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real life. Co-defendants will include the Federal Reserve Bank, the European
Union, the International Monetary Fund, General Motors, and the country of
Greece. Sample smoking gun: “I have Europe issue a common currency in
my novel called the ‘eurofranc’ – the European Union then goes and issues
the ‘euro’.” [LP] Is Schulman a little bit, ahem, widdershins; or is this just a
tongue-in-cheek publicity ploy?
Norman Spinrad, unable to eat owing to a blocking tumour, had intestinal
surgery on 20 May and is pleased: “I have to tell y’all that it went better than
100%. The surgeon in effect did the job he wanted to do after much more
chemo, took out the tumor and a suspicious lymph node, didn’t take my
whole stomach. Thanks to y’all for your prayers of all kinds and degrees.”
(Facebook, 21 May) He should be out of hospital and recovering at home by
now (1 June). Get well soon!
Jane Yolen reports: “Someone asked a children’s book publisher recently at
a panel what was the most popular trend in picture books these days. He
thought carefully for a long moment, then said, ‘Pink and sparkly covers.’ I
think I shall go and drown myself forthwith.”

Conteschoun
Click here for longlist with links • London • Overseas
Until 30 Oct • The Weirdstone of Brisingamen 50th-anniversary events:
Chester, Alderley Edge, Nantwich. See www.weirdstone.org.uk.
12 Jun • Alt.Fiction, QUAD art centre, Derby, DE1 3AS. With many
authors, editors, publishers. £25 reg. Box office 01332 290 606.
18 Jun • Dreams with Sharp Teeth (Harlan Ellison documentary), Southbank
Center, London. Ticket required – free from SC ticket office, £1.45 online
transaction fee, £2.50 by phone to 0844 875 0073.
19 Jun • SF Foundation/BSFA mini-con & AGMs: Royal Astronomical
Society, Piccadilly, London, W1J 0BQ. 9:30am-4pm. Free.
26 Jun • Tolkien Society Seminar, Birmingham Central Library. Advance
booking is closed; no at-the-door memberships.
28-30 Jun • Science for Fiction, Imperial College, London. Workshop for
1258

published authors (SFWA definition) to discuss science with scientists.
Limited numbers. Contact d.clements at ic dot ac dot uk.
30 Jun • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Tce, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5pm for 6pm. With Eric Brown (interview). Note date change
from the usual fourth Wednesday (23 June).
31 Jul - 1 Aug • Caption (small-press comics), East Oxford Community
Centre, Princes St/Cowley Rd corner. Usually £10 at door; £5 day.
26-29 Aug • Tricon (Eurocon), Cieszyn/Cesky Tesin, Polish/Czech border.
Foreign GoH: Orson Scott Card. Now €22.50 reg, rising to €25 on 1 August.
Online registration and other details at http://tricon.info/.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Restoring the lost footage of Metropolis has also
miraculously rescued it from the taint of sf: “The cumulative result is a
version of ‘Metropolis’ whose tone and focus have been changed. ‘It’s no
longer a science-fiction film,’ said Martin Koerber, a German film archivist
and historian who supervised the latest restoration and the earlier one in
2001. ‘The balance of the story has been given back. It’s now a film that
encompasses many genres, an epic about conflicts that are ages old. The
science-fiction disguise is now very, very thin.’” (New York Times, 4 May,
sent by dozens of you) As Andy Sawyer wearily commented, “That’s apart
from the futuristic setting, the dystopian cityscapes, the videophones, the vast
machines and the robot, I guess.”
Nebulas. NOVEL Paolo Bacigalupi, The Windup Girl. NOVELLA Kage Baker,
The Women of Nell Gwynne’s. NOVELETTE Eugie Foster, “Sinner, Baker,
Fabulist, Priest; Red Mask, Black Mask, Gentleman, Beast” (Interzone 2/09).
SHORT Kij Johnson, “Spar” (Clarkesworld 10/09). RAY BRADBURY (film)
District 9. ANDRE NORTON (YA) Catherynne M Valente, The Girl Who
Circumnavigated Fairyland in a Ship of Her Own Making.
Publishers & Sinners. Angry Robot, the year-old HarperCollins UK sf
imprint, is becoming an independent publisher (same Nottingham office,
Marc Gascoigne’s team and all) backed by Osprey Publishing, best known
for military history and the Shire Books heritage titles.
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As Others See Our Young. Teenaged son: “I’m the only one of my friends
who hasn’t lost his virginity.” Narrow-eyed mother: “We’ve seen your
friends, and trust me, Pimples, Braces and Beam Me Up Scotty are not
getting any.” (Desperate Housewives, Channel 4, 12 May) [MPJ]
R.I.P. John Birchby (1930-2010), long-time UK fan, the last 1940s White
Horse attendee still to be a regular at London first-Thursday meetings in
2010, died on 29 May after a short illness; he was 79. [BA] John was a
dedicated Ansible correspondent.
• Phyllis Douglas (1936-2010), US former actress whose 1960s credits
included episodes of Batman and Star Trek, died on 12 May; she was 73. Her
first cinema appearance, in Gone with the Wind (1939), was at the age of two.
[MPJ]
• David Durston (1921-2010), US writer-director best known for his satanichippies-get-rabies horror film I Drink Your Blood (1970) – he also wrote
scripts for the tv sf anthology series Tales of Tomorrow – died on 6 May aged
88. [AIP]
• David Everitt (1953-2010) freelance writer and co-editor of Fangoria with
Bob Martin from 1981 to 1985, died on 7 May aged 57. [JHB]
• George Ewing (1945-2010), author of technical articles and a number of sf
stories beginning with “Black Fly” (1974 Analog), died on 18 May aged 64.
[BH]
• Frank Frazetta (1928-2010), legendary US fantasy artist who after early
work in pulps and comics rose to fame with film posters and (from the 1960s)
book covers, died after a stroke on 10 May; he was 82. [HB] His best-known
images were inspired by Robert E. Howard’s Conan and various Edgar Rice
Burroughs novels; he won the Hugo as best professional artist in 1966, the
corresponding World Fantasy Award in 1976, WFA Life Achievement in
2001, and three Chesley Awards.
• Martin Gardner (1914-2010), US polymath famed for his long-running
“Mathematical Games” column in Scientific American (collected in 15
volumes) and for many books and articles attacking pseudoscience, died on
22 May. [MB] Gardner was 95 and still publishing new work, such as his
piece in the March/April Skeptical Inquirer. He contributed mathematical
puzzles to Asimov’s 1977-1986; his sf and fantasy stories are assembled in
The No-Sided Professor (1987); he wrote extensively about favourite fantasy
authors, especially L. Frank Baum, Lewis Carroll (see The Annotated Alice
and The Annotated Snark), G.K. Chesterton and Lord Dunsany. Gardner was
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a US national treasure.
• Robert Gary (1920-2010), US script supervisor for the original Star Trek
and also ST:TNG, ST: Voyager and ST: DS9, died on 3 May aged 90. [AIP]
• Dennis Hopper (1936-2010), noted US actor/director whose genre credits
(though not his most acclaimed work) included The Twilight Zone, My
Science Project (1985), Super Mario Bros. (1993), Witch Hunt (1994),
Waterworld (1995), Space Truckers (1996) and Land of the Dead (2005),
died on 29 May. He was 74. [SG]
• Peter Keefe (1953-2010), US writer/producer of Widget, the World Watcher
(1990) and other animated tv sf series, died on 27 May. [SFS]
• Peter O’Donnell (1920-2010), UK comics writer and novelist who created
Modesty Blaise – both as an Evening Standard comic strip (1963-2001) and
as a novel sequence opening with Modesty Blaise (1965) – died on 3 May; he
was 90. [GW] O’Donnell also contributed notable scripts to the sciencefantasy strip Garth.
• Lynn Redgrave (1943-2010), UK actress whose genre credits include Lion
of Oz (2000) and Peter Pan (2003), died on 2 May; she was 67.
• Jeanne Robinson (1948-2010), dancer and choreographer, wife and
collaborator of Spider Robinson, died on 30 May after weeks of palliative
care for no longer treatable cancer. [DB] Their 1977 Analog story
“Stardance” won both Hugo and Nebula awards, and grew into the novel
Stardance (1979); sequels were Starseed (1991) and Starmind (1995). All
sympathy to Spider and family.
• Joy K. Sanderson (née Goodwin, 1923-2010), active in UK fandom for
several years before her 1960 break with Vince Clarke and emigration to
America with Sandy Sanderson, and in US fandom thereafter, died on 22
April; she was 86. [JH]
• Kei Sato (Keinosuke Sato, 1928-2010), Japanese actor whose best-known
(in the West) genre roles were in the 1984 Godzilla remake and the
supernatural films Onibaba and Kwaidan, died on 2 May aged 81. [PT]
• Randolph Stow (1935-2010), Australian-born author whose novels include
the post-holocaust Tourmaline (1963) and the fantasy The Girl Green as
Elderflower (1980), died on 30 May aged 74. [JC]
• Sharon Webb (1936-2010), US author and nurse who based sf on her
medical experience, died on 29 April aged 74. Her books include The
Adventures of Terra Tarkington (1985) and the Earth Song trilogy. [NSFCN]
As Others See Us II. George Nolfi, director of The Adjustment Bureau,
1261

explains that this film – though based “very loosely” on Philip K. Dick’s sf
story “Adjustment Team” (1954) – is Not Science Fiction: “Sci-fi to me
conjures up lasers and spaceships and time travel. This movie is told very
realistically.” (Entertainment Weekly, 23 April) [MMW]
Random Fandom. George Locke is closing his sf bookshop off the Charing
Cross Road, planning to be “out of Cecil Court at the end of August (lease
expiry; too old to sign up for another five years).” [R]
More Awards. Compton Crook (first novel): Paolo Bacigalupi, The Windup
Girl.
• National Movie Awards, voted by the general public, all went to genre
work. The Twilight saga won three: Fantasy Movie, New Moon; Performer,
Robert Pattinson; Most Anticipated Movie, Eclipse. Also: Best Family
Movie, Harry Potter And The Half Blood Prince; Special Recognition, the
entire Potter franchise; Action/Thriller, the steampunk Sherlock Holmes;
Breakthrough Movie, The Time Traveller’s Wife. The remaining award,
Screen Icon, went to the very sci-fi Tom Cruise. [MPJ]
Court Circular. More legal action regarding Neil Gaiman’s rights to
characters he created for Todd McFarlane’s Spawn comics. Joe Gordon
relishes US District Judge Barbara Crabb’s austere summation of the
similarities between three female characters who “are warrior angels with
voluptuous physiques, long hair and mask-like eye makeup [...] Their
‘uniforms’ consist of thong bikinis, garters, wide weapon belts, elbow-length
gloves and poorly adjusted armor bras.” [FPI blog]
The Dead Past. 72 Years Ago. Maurice K. Hanson had a vision of the future:
“The Government will set about the business of annexing the moon to the
British Empire, for it is doubtful whether at that date there will have been any
great steps towards the cultivation of a spirit of internationalism, and no one
dare impute that the first men on the moon will be other than British!”
(Tomorrow 7, 1938) [RH]
Outraged Letters. Pete Young reports from the front: “Three quarters of the
Bangkok fandom I know about (ie, myself, wife and son) hightailed it out of
the city before the curfew was announced. The building in which I did a
teacher training course last year, opposite the now-destroyed Centreworld,
was also firebombed, and the massive cloud of tyre smoke that hung over the
city as we left was vaguely apocalyptic. / The remaining quarter of Bangkok
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fandom that I know of, ie. Somtow Sucharitkul, stayed put and has become a
bit of an unofficial media star again via Facebook.... His best comment: ‘If
the redshirt leaders had read science fiction, they’d have known the
consequences of “creating a monster”.’” (25 May)
Unsolicited Shrug. A Washington Post article on books read by past US
presidents led to a flood of suggestions for what President Obama should
read. Top choice, after the Constitution and the Bible: Ayn Rand’s massive
Atlas Shrugged. “He needs to read [it] at least ten times,” insisted one cruel
taskmaster. (Washington Post, 25 April) [KM]
As Others Quote Us. Conservative MP David Davies showed his sf
erudition before the election, citing “one of Heinlein’s Laws which says that
the only way of discovering the limits of the possible is to venture a little way
past them into the impossible.” (Guardian) [R] Oops.
The Dead Past II. 50 Years Ago, Kenneth F. Slater brought good news:
“ORDERS ARE NOW BEING TAKEN by the publishers for Professor J.R.R.
Tolkien’s promised new work, provisional title, THE SILMARILLION, which
recounts the earlier history of The Ring. The publishers still can’t give a date
or a price for the work, but this acceptance of orders is a step forwards.” Only
17 more years to wait! In the same column, KFS expressed his disapproval:
“A new low is achieved by the latest Beacon Book (Galaxy Selection – or
should it be Salaction?), Philip Jose Farmer’s FLESH which out-does such
things as R.L. Finn’s CAPTIVE ON THE FLYING SAUCERS for undisguised
pornography and sadism. The additives to some of the reprint Beacon titles
have been pretty erotic, but so far as I read this one is pure sexology. The
time would seem to be ripe for the much rumoured Spicy Science Stories.”
(Skyrack 20, June 1960)
C.o.A. Publishers Weekly (moving just “a few blocks down the street”), 71
West 23rd Street, Suite 1608, New York, NY 10010, USA.
Thog’s Masterclass. Crossing the Jordan Dept. “Suddenly he pressed the
looking glass to his eye as a woman galloped a tall black horse.” “Worry [...]
ate inside him like a ferret trying to burrow out of his middle.” “Perrin shut
out the rest, no easy task, with his ears.” “That old woman reminded Sevenna
of a landslide plunging down a mountain.” “He sounded like a bumblebee the
size of a cat instead of a mastiff.” “The Ajas sent to the Keeper whatever
dribbles from their own eyes-and-ears they were willing to share.” (all Robert
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Jordan, A Crown of Swords, 1994) [AR] “Her eyebrows climbed as she
directed her gaze back to them, eyes black as her white-winged hair, a
demanding stare of impatience so loud she might as well have shouted.”
(Robert Jordan, The Path of Daggers, 1998) [AR] “The tea had gone cold,
but honey exploded on her tongue.” “After a moment, his chin moved, the
vestige of a nod.” “Loial’s ears trembled with caution, now.” (all Robert
Jordan, Crossroads of Twilight, 2003) [AR]
• Shapeshifter Dept: The Final Frontier. “‘Ling!’ Meg snapped at one point.
‘Human beings have two ears, and each is at the side of the face. That’s
better.’” (H.J. Campbell, Another Space – Another Time, 1953) [BA]
• Third Eye Dept. “There was a long silence while Kitty, still with arms
tightly folded, studied him from between narrowed eyes.” (John Dickson
Carr, The Devil in Velvet, 1951) [PB]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 11 June, 2010: Brum Group, Briar Rose Hotel, Bennett’s Hill, Birmingham
city centre): 7:30pm for 8pm. With Pat Cadigan. £4; members £3. Contact
07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Future meetings: 9 July, Steve
Feasey; 13 August, Summer Social meal at Black Eagle; 10 September TBA; 8
October, Adam Roberts; 5 November, Charles Stross; 3 December,
Christmas Social.
Editorial. The Encyclopedia of SF contributor list still contains mysteries
which baffle even the editors. Who is the DN who co-wrote the 1993
edition’s entry on Danish author Sven Holm? Who provided a couple of new
television entries (including seaQuest DSV) for the 1995 CD-ROM and
signed them JCB? Neither set of initials can be found in the official key to
contributors. Look on my works, ye mighty ...
Magazine Scene. New sf print magazine received at Ansible HQ: Bull Spec
#1, Spring 2010, ed/pub Samuel Montgomery-Blinn, PO Box 13146,
Durham, NC 27709, USA. 72pp glossy. See www.bullspec.com.
As Some of Us See Us. “Why did science fiction fans of both sexes tend to
be so overweight? Why did they tend to be pear-shaped and look strange
about the eyes? Why did masses of them crammed into convention hotel
room parties exude such clouds of anti-sexual pheromones?” (Norman
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Spinrad, He Walked Among Us, 2002) [JL]
Ansible 275 Copyright © David Langford, 2010. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Paul Barnett, Barbara Barrett, Chris Bell, Harry Bell, Mike Blake, Damien
Broderick, James H. Burns, John Clute, Forbidden Planet International, Steve
Green, Rob Hansen, Bill Higgins, Jenni Hunt, Martyn P. Jackson, Kyle
McAbee, Nashville SF Club News, Lawrence Person, Andrew I. Porter,
Relapse, Adam Roberts, SF Site, Jim Steel, Andrew Wells, Gary Wilkinson,
Martin Morse Wooster, Jessica Yates, and our Hero Distributors: Dave Corby
(BSFG), SCIS, Alan Stewart (Oz). 1 Jun 10.
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From David Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU, UK.
Web news.ansible.co.uk. ISSN 0265-9816 (print); 1740-942X (e). Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Brad W. Foster. Available for SAE, anzid, barbitide,
sprine or wockle weed.

July’s Hot Sun
Mike Ashley was guest of honour at a London party thrown by Constable
Robinson to celebrate his 50th anthology for them, The Mammoth Book of
Apocalyptic SF. Among those present were Deirdre & Liz Counihan, Steve
Jones and D. Langford. The latter caused general bafflement by
congratulating the publishers on placing dozens of miniature thematic
mammoths in nearby Green Park just for this occasion (actually some of the
258 variously decorated Asian elephants then infesting the capital).
J.G. Ballard’s private archives – including first drafts of fiction, from early
unpublished stories to Empire of the Sun – were acquired by the British
Library under the Acceptance in Lieu scheme, thus reducing the whopping
tax bill following Ballard’s death last year. [JY]
Sir Ian Blair, ex-Metropolitan Police commissioner, showed off his sf
erudition regarding the number of UK police forces: “It’s 43, which is, by
coincidence, the secret of the universe in the Hitchhiker’s Guide to the
Galaxy, and about as rational.” (Radio 4 Today, 25 June) [JB]
Pat Cadigan revealed her and a schoolfriend’s 1960s fantasy of being alien
twins with the awesome responsibility of “secret exclusive contact with The
Beatles”, who “came to us for advice about their songs and how to deal with
fame and other important matters. [...] On occasion, they would ask us to use
our highly developed shape-shifting ability to become them, and finish
recording sessions and concert tours when they were too tired to go on
themselves.” (www.npr.org, 3 June) [BT]
Neil Gaiman is weary of the current sparkly-vampire glut: “My next big
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novel was going to have a vampire. Now, I’m probably not. They are
everywhere, they’re like cockroaches.” (Independent, 25 June) [MPJ]
Ray Harryhausen celebrated his 90th birthday on 29 June. Ray Bradbury –
his friend since they were both 18 – will be 90 on 22 August.
James Herbert received an OBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours for 2010.
So did Brian Clemens, screenwriter and – for its last three 1960s tv series –
co-producer of the legendary The Avengers; and actress Sophie Okonedo,
recently seen in Doctor Who’s “The Beast Below”. [MPJ]
Terry Pratchett and Transworld announced a £20,000 competition for best
novel with a past/future/alternate-Earth setting. New (no published novel)
UK, Irish and Commonwealth authors only. Deadline 31 December 2010.
Fuller details from Transworld, 61-3 Uxbridge Rd, London, W5 5SA; or
pratchettprize at transworld-publishers.co.uk.
J.K. Rowling made it on to the Forbes list of dollar billionaires, though only
just: equal 937th with a miserable $1bn (estimated), thus sharing the
ignominy of the bottom rung with 74 other strivers. [MPJ]

Conjoun
Click here for longlist with links • London • Overseas
4 Jul • When It Changed (panel/reading), Southbank Centre, London. With
Geoff Ryman. 3:30pm. £7. Box office 0844 875 0073.
17 Jul • Terror Scribes Gathering, The Lansdowne pub, 121-3 London Rd,
Leicester. 1pm-ish to 8pm. With readings, raffle, etc. Free.
24 Jul • Beer & Blake’s 7, Knight’s Templar, Unit 1 Temple Sq, Temple
Quay, Bristol, BS1 6DG. From 12:30ish to 7pm. Free.
24-27 Jul • The Sirens of Titan (open-air theatre), Sydenham Wells Park,
London. 7:30pm. Also 29 Jul - 1 Aug Southwark Pk; 3-9 Aug Oxleas Woods;
11-14 Aug Hilly Fields Pk. Booking 020 7237 1663.
28 Jul • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Tce, London, SW1W
8EZ. 5pm for 6pm. With Lauren Beukes (interview).
31 Jul • BFS Open Night (afternoon, actually), The George, 213 Strand,
London, WC2R 1AP. 1-5pm. With Lauren Beukes as speaker.
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31 Jul - 1 Aug • Caption (small-press comics), East Oxford Community
Centre, Princes St/Cowley Rd corner. Usually £10 at door; £5 day.
13-15 Aug • Festival in the Shire (Tolkien), Y Plas, Machynlleth, Wales.
Many complex price tiers; some or all discounts ceased 30 June. See
www.FestivalintheShire.com for more. Bookings 0800 6125469.
26-29 Aug • Tricon (Eurocon), Cieszyn/Cesky Tesin, Polish/Czech border.
€22.50 reg, rising to €25 on 1 August. Guest list, online registration and other
booking details at http://tricon.info/.
23-24 Oct • Unconvention (Forteana), U of Westminster, 35 Marylebone Rd,
London, NW1 5LS. More TBA at www.forteantimes.com.
19 Feb 11 • Picocon 27, Imperial College Union, London. 10am-7/8pm. GoH
Juliet McKenna, Kari Sperring. Membership TBA. Contact ICSF, Beit Quad,
Prince Consort Road, London, SW7 2BB.
17-19 Jun 11 • Eurocon 2011, Stockholm – now combined with Sweden’s
national Swecon. Current rates £35/€40/SEK400; free to those under 26 when
it starts. Payment info: www.eurocon2011.se.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. “Trekkers / how to refer to Star Trek fans unless you
want to make fun of them, in which case they are Trekkies.”
(Guardian/Observer style guide) [GS] No, there’s no entry for “sci-fi”. It is
suspected that, even while avoiding the hate-speech “Trekkies”, David
Cameron was making fun during Parliamentary Question Time when he
referred to “the Labour leadership election [...] beginning to look more like a
Star Trek convention – beam me up!” (Hansard, 16 June) [MPJ] Another sf
view of this contest was that, excluding the sole female contender, “the rest
of the leadership line-up made the Midwich Cuckoos look like a Benetton
ad.” (Lucy Mangan, Guardian, 12 June) [PW]
Awards. BAFTA (British tv): the only genre winner, for Drama Series, was
E4’s superpowers saga Misfits. [MPJ]
• Carnegie Medal (children’s fiction): Neil Gaiman, The Graveyard Book.
The Independent mysteriously commented “The Graveyard Book is the first
children’s book to win the Carnegie award ...” (25 June; presumably a
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garbling of “... to win both the Carnegie and the Newbery Medal”) [MPJ]
• David Gemmell Legend (heroic fantasy): NOVEL Graham McNeill, Empire:
The Legend of Sigmar. NEWCOMER Pierre Pevel, The Cardinal’s Blades.
COVER ART Didier Graffet & Dave Senior (illustration) and Laura Brett (art
direction) for Best Served Cold. [L]
• Lambda (LGBT), SF/Fantasy/Horror category: Catherynne M. Valente,
Palimpsest.
• Locus: SF NOVEL Cherie Priest, Boneshaker. FANTASY NOVEL China Miéville,
The City & The City. FIRST NOVEL Paolo Bacigalupi, The Windup Girl. YOUNG
ADULT Scott Westerfeld, Leviathan. NOVELLA Kage Baker, The Women of
Nell Gwynne’s. NOVELETTE Peter S. Beagle, “By Moonlight” (We Never Talk
About My Brother). SHORT Neil Gaiman, “An Invocation of Incuriosity”
(Songs of the Dying Earth). ANTHOLOGY Gardner Dozois & Jonathan Strahan,
eds, The New Space Opera 2. COLLECTION Gene Wolfe, The Best of Gene
Wolfe. NON-FICTION/ART Ursula K. Le Guin, Cheek by Jowl. ARTIST Michael
Whelan. EDITOR Ellen Datlow. MAGAZINE F&SF. PUBLISHER Tor.
The Weakest Link. Q: In the 1968 film Rosemary’s Baby, which actress
played Rosemary? A: Audrey Hepburn. Q. Who wrote The Happy Prince and
Other Tales – Wallis Simpson, or Oscar Wilde? A. Wallis Simpson. (BBC1,
16 June)
• Q: In which sci-fi sitcom did the computer, Holly, change sex when the
actress Hattie Hayridge replaced Norman Lovett? A: The Hitchhiker’s Guide
to the Galaxy. (18 June) [MPJ]
R.I.P. Dede Allen (1923-2010), US film editor whose genre work included
Terror From The Year 5000 (1948), Slaughterhouse-Five (1972), The Wiz
(1978) and The Addams Family (1991), died on 17 April; she was 86. [MPJ]
• Everett F. Bleiler (1920-2010), US editor, bibliographer, critic and
translator who compiled the pioneering The Checklist of Fantastic Literature
(1948), died on 13 June aged 90. [RB] Besides further important genre
checklists, he edited the first regular Year’s Best SF anthologies (1949-1956)
with T.E. Dikty, and – especially while at Dover Publications, 1955-1977 –
many notable anthologies and critical editions of sf and fantasy writers.
• Arthur Herzog (1927-2010), US author whose debut novel was The Swarm
(giant killer bees, 1974) and who wrote several other sf disaster and dystopia
books, died on 26 May; he was 83. [JC]
• Jerry Emerson Loomis (1933-2010), US author and SFWA member who
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began publishing short sf in 1972, died on 30 March. [SFWA]
• F. Gwynplaine MacIntyre (?1948/9-2010), Scots-born author, journalist and
illustrator whose sf novel is The Woman Between the Worlds (1994),
apparently died in a “suspicious” fire at his Brooklyn apartment on 25 June.
[AIP] He suffered from depression and had issued various farewells; police
and fire officials believe this was suicide. (NY Daily News, 26 June)
• David Markson (1927-2010), US author of the surreal last-woman-on-Earth
novel Wittgenstein’s Mistress (1988), died on 4 June aged 82. [JC]
• Joe Messerli (1930-2010), US comics artist who worked on “funny animal”
titles (e.g. Daffy Duck, Pink Panther, Woody Woodpecker) and designed tv’s
famous Twilight Zone logo, died on 23 June; he was 79. [PDF]
• Ronald Neame (1911-2010), UK film director whose genre work included
Blithe Spirit (1945, as cinematographer), Scrooge (1970) and Meteor (1979),
died on 16 June; he was 99. [AW]
• Howard “Howie” Post (1926-2010), US comics artist/writer, cartoonist and
animator, best known for creating DC’s prehistoric hero Anthro (1968-1969)
and the newspaper strip The Dropouts (1968-1981), died on 25 May aged 83.
[SG]
• José Saramago (1922-2010), Portuguese novelist who frequently used
sf/fantasy themes – such as the epidemic blindness in his novel Blindness
(1995, trans 1997) – died on 18 June aged 87. He received the 1998 Nobel
Prize for Literature. [AW]
• Al Williamson (1931-2010), US comics artist who worked for EC in the
1950s, on Creepy, Eerie and Flash Gordon in the 1960s, and adapted Star
Wars for comics, died on 13 June; he was 79. [io9]
We Are Everywhere. Only an sf simile can do justice to World Cup
background noises: “Though insufferable to any foreigner, the vuvuzela is a
piece of hardware to which the entire South African nation appears to have
developed aural immunity – a bit like Omega IV, the planet in Star Trek
where all the indigenous population is immune to the deadly virus in its
biosphere, but a 400-strong exploratory Federation party immediately snuff
it.” (Guardian, 11 June) [PW]
Award Shortlists. John W. Campbell Memorial: Margaret Atwood, The
Year of the Flood; Paolo Bacigalupi, The Windup Girl; Iain M. Banks,
Transition; Cory Doctorow, Makers; Nancy Kress, Steal Across the Sky; Paul
McAuley, Gardens of the Sun; China Miéville, The City & The City; Adam
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Roberts, Yellow Blue Tibia; Kim Stanley Robinson, Galileo’s Dream; Robert
J. Sawyer, WWW: Wake; Bruce Sterling, The Caryatids; Robert Charles
Wilson, Julian Comstock: A Story of 22nd-Century America.
• Sidewise (alternate history): SHORT Paul Di Filippo, “Yes, We Have No
Bananas” (Eclipse 3, ed Jonathan Strahan); Alastair Reynolds, “The
Fixation” (Solaris Book of New Science Fiction 3, ed George Mann); Chris
Roberson, “Edison’s Frankenstein” (Postscripts 20/21); Bruce Sterling,
“Black Swan” (Interzone 4/09); Sarah Zettel, “The Persistence of Souls” (The
Shadow Conspiracy ed Phyllis Irene Radford & Laura Anne Gilman). LONG
Robert Conroy, 1942 (yes, one contender only).
• British Fantasy: NOVEL Joe Abercrombie, Best Served Cold; Sam Stone,
Futile Flame; Conrad Williams, One; Mike Carey, The Naming Of The
Beasts; Stephen King, Under The Dome. NOVELLA Rio Youers, Old Man
Scratch; Rob Shearman, “Roadkill” (Roadkill/Siren Beat); Sarah Pinborough,
The Language Of Dying; Joel Lane, The Witnesses are Gone; Stephen Volk,
Vardoger. SHORT Justin Carroll, “Careful What You Wish For”
(Dragontales); Rob Shearman, “George Clooney’s Moustache” (BFS
Yearbook 2009); Nina Allan, “My Brother’s Keeper” (Black Static 12); Sarah
Pinborough, “The Confessor’s Tale” (Hellbound Hearts); Michael Marshall
Smith, “What Happens When You Wake Up in the Night” (Nightjar).
ANTHOLOGY D.F. Lewis, ed, Cern Zoo: Nemonymous 9; Holly Stacey, ed,
Dragontales; Marie O’Regan and Paul Kane, eds, Hellbound Hearts; George
R.R. Martin and Gardner Dozois, eds, Songs Of The Dying Earth; Stephen
Jones, ed, The Mammoth Book of Best New Horror 20. COLLECTION Ian
McDonald, Cyberabad Days; Ramsey Campbell, Just Behind You; Robert
Shearman, Love Songs For The Shy And Cynical; Allen Ashley, Once &
Future Cities; Joel Lane, The Terrible Changes. SMALL PRESS Newcon Press,
Screaming Dreams, Subterranean Press, Telos Publishing, TTA Press.
COMIC/GRAPHIC Fables, Freakangels, Locke and Key, The Girly Comic,
Whatever Happened to the Caped Crusader? ARTIST Charles Vess, Les
Edwards, Shaun Tan, Steve Upham, Vincent Chong. NON-FICTION David
Langford, “Ansible Link” (Interzone column; gosh!); Peter Tennant, “Case
Notes” (Black Static column); Axelle Carolyn, It Lives Again! Horror Movies
in the New Millennium; John Scalzi, Whatever (scalzi.com/whatever); George
Beahm et al, Knowing Darkness. MAGAZINE Black Static, Cemetery Dance,
Interzone, Midnight Street, Murky Depths, Theaker’s Quarterly Fiction.
TELEVISION Battlestar Galactica, Being Human, Doctor Who, Lost,
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Torchwood: Children of Earth. FILM Avatar, Coraline, District 9, Let the
Right One In, Watchmen.
Outraged Letters. Diana Wynne Jones loves her fans: “Meanwhile the DWJ
List, having supplied me most generously with a vast bouquet of exotic
blooms and a fine picture, are now selecting quotes from my books to put on
T shirts. Farah Mendlesohn has pronounced this a breach of copyright, but
since I have said I don’t mind in the least, I don’t think it is. Actually my own
favourite quote is a sentence from a student thesis I was once sent: ‘Jones
disagrees’. Understand that this applies to Farah and not the List.” [Later:
please note that Farah’s copyright concern – that permission should be asked
before printing t-shirts for sale – ceased at once when Diana granted that
permission.]
• Mike McInerney looks forward to August: “Along the waterfront on the
Embarcadero in San Francisco they will install a 40 foot high 8 ton sculpture
of a rocketship starting in August for about a year ... looks like a giant Hugo
Award to me!” This artefact has its own web page, including a blurb of
Clutean fluency: “The Raygun Gothic Rocketship is a rococo retro-futurist
future-rustic vernacular between yesterday’s tomorrow and the future that
never was, a critical kitsch somewhere between The Moons of Mongo &
Manga Nouveau.” (www.raygungothicrocket.com)
Censorship! Marion Pitman, as an AbeBooks vendor, found that John
Norman’s Kajira of Gor (2007) is banned: “Abe’s banned books policy is
bizarre – they have a list of banned books. They cannot let you see it. They
don’t know where it came from or why any particular book is on it. If you list
a banned book they will pull it from your inventory – but – it is absolutely
impossible for them to tell you they have done so!”
The Dead Past. 30 Years Ago, D. Langford took a momentous step: “For
reasons shrouded in official secrecy and middle-class reticence [...] this
humble editor has left AWRE for the far more thrilling and less remunerative
field of pro writing. Undaunted by the encouragement of publishers (‘It’s an
easy decision to make, but ...’) and agents (‘The book trade is in the worst
depression it has known for a great many years ...’), your hero freed himself
with a single bound and is now self-employed!” (Ansible 11, 1980) And still
doesn’t have a proper job.
Random Fandom. John Berry (not the US John D. Berry) has been lying
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low after a difficult twisted-bowel operation last year. He spent some time in
a convalescent home, and on return to his own house “had no interest in
writing or his other hobbies – which is most unlike him.” [PWe] Though still
not fully recovered, he seems more cheerful now.
• Jeanne Bowman & Alan Rosenthal were married on 26 June.
• Peter Cohen was at John Birchby’s funeral on 15 June: “Eleven fannish
persons duly turned up, making up roughly a quarter of the congregation. We
learnt about John’s time in the TA, his marksmanship and that his middle
name is Varley. After the service those fans without urgent work
commitments went on to a pub where we collectively bought a half of lager,
John’s usual tipple, which for once he couldn’t insist on paying for himself.”
• Anne & Brian Gray, North American TAFF administrators, were married
on 22 May (note name change from Anne K.G. Murphy).
• James Nicoll posted links to J. Neil Schulman’s joke claim that he’d sue the
US government for swiping ideas from his sf novel Alongside Night (see
A275), and also to Nicoll’s own review of the book. This provoked an irate
reply, seemingly from JNS, taking Nicoll to task for being lukewarm about a
work once endorsed by Anthony Burgess (So Who Do You Think You
Are?); followed in turn by the real JNS, dissociating himself from this
graceless “anonymous defender”.
C.o.A. Andrew Adams, 902 Landstage Ryogoku, 1-20-12 Midori, SumidaKu, Tokyo 130-0021, Japan. Anne & Brian Gray, 2726 Sagebrush Cir #203,
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103, USA.
Thog’s Masterclass. Neat Tricks Dept. “Odan lifted his head so that it jutted
from between his shoulder blades ...” (Manning Norvil [Ken Bulmer], Dream
Chariots, 1977)
• Dept of Too Much Anatomical Information. “With Mordred looking over
his shoulder, and flanked by Arthur and Agravaine, Tich eased his bulk
carefully onto a stool, rested his hands on his belly and puffed out his bulbous
cheeks.” (Alan Fenton, The Hour of Camelot, 2010) [DVB]
• Choice of Sense Organ Dept. “Lili rested a hand on the head of the control
divan and pressed her lips together and looked around at us, mostly with her
eyes.” (Fritz Leiber, The Big Time, 1961) [PB]
• Crossing the Jordan. “Romanda took a longer look, and nearly gasped
herself.” “They were disparate men, alike only in the way a leopard was like
a lion.” “His scowl deepened creases on his flushed face that needed no
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deepening.” “They slept together like puppies of necessity.” “Elayne laid one
finger atop a bronze horseman less than a hand tall, standing a few leagues
west of the city.” “His ears quivered with embarrassment yet again.” “He
looked furious. And near to sicking up.” “She tried to work moisture into her
mouth, but it was thick.” “She showed him her teeth, hoping he did not take it
for a grin.” “Before you can have eyeless prisoners, you need an eyeless
victory. What we’ve had are a string of eyeless defeats.” (all Robert Jordan,
Knife of Dreams, 2005) [AR]
• True Romance Dept. “And so it was, with full belly and empty bladder,
Fred plowed into Mary like a moose through a windshield.” (David Marusek,
Mind Over Ship, 2009) [CB]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 9 July 2010: Brum Group, Briar Rose Hotel, Bennett’s Hill, Birmingham
city centre): 7:30pm for 8pm. With Steve Feasey. £4; members £3. Contact
07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Future meetings: 13 August,
Summer Social meal at Black Eagle; 10 September TBA; 8 October, Adam
Roberts; 5 November, Charles Stross; 3 December, Christmas Social.
R.I.P. Supplement. Corey Allen (1934-2010), US actor-director who
directed several episodes of Star Trek: TNG (including the pilot) and Star
Trek: DS9, died on 27 June – two days short of his 76th birthday. [F770]
Editorial. Some links. The Encyclopedia of SF (third edition still in progress)
is showing sample entries for recently deceased sf people, often linked from
Locus Online death reports. A new issue of the infrequent Cloud Chamber
appeared on the Langford website in June. I put together a page of relevant
2009 links for the Aussiecon Hugo Voter Packet: this may be of interest for
the larger versions of Ansible masthead artwork. And “A Short History of
‘The Eye of Argon’” (Banana Wings 41, March 2010) is now on line,
menacing visitors’ sanity like the Langford Death Parrot mentioned in The
Fuller Memorandum by that nice Mr Stross.
http://sfe3.org/rip.html
http://ansible.co.uk/cc/cc161.html
http://news.ansible.co.uk/misc/ansible2009.html
http://ansible.co.uk/writing/argon-timeline.html
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Award Shortlists II. Mythopoeic (fantasy): ADULT LITERATURE Barbara
Campbell, Trickster’s Game: Heartwood, Bloodstone and Foxfire; Greer
Gilman, Cloud & Ashes: Three Winter’s Tales; Robert Holdstock, Avilion;
Catherynne M. Valente, Palimpsest; Jo Walton, Lifelode.
• CHILDREN’S Kage Baker, The Hotel Under the Sand; Shannon Hale, Books
of Bayern: The Goose Girl, Enna Burning, River Secrets and Forest Born;
Grace Lin, Where the Mountain Meets the Moon; Malinda Lo, Ash; Lisa
Mantchev, Eyes Like Stars.
• SCHOLARSHIP: INKLINGS Gavin Ashenden, Charles Williams: Alchemy and
Integration; Dimitra Fimi, Tolkien, Race, and Cultural History: From Fairies
to Hobbits; Douglas Charles Kane, Arda Reconstructed: The Creation of the
Published Silmarillion; Michael Ward, Planet Narnia: The Seven Heavens in
the Imagination of C.S. Lewis; Elizabeth A. Whittingham, The Evolution of
Tolkien’s Mythology: A Study of the History of Middle-earth.
• SCHOLARSHIP: OTHER Lucas H. Harriman, Lilith in a New Light: Essays on
the George MacDonald Fantasy Novel; Farah Mendlesohn, Rhetorics of
Fantasy; Marek Oziewicz, One Earth, One People: The Mythopoeic Fantasy
Series of Ursula K. Le Guin, Lloyd Alexander, Madeleine L’Engle and Orson
Scott Card; Leslie A. Sconduto, Metamorphoses of the Werewolf: A Literary
Study from Antiquity through the Renaissance; Caroline Sumpter, The
Victorian Press and the Fairy Tale.
Random Fandom II. Jim Darroch was at the Edinburgh International Film
Festival: “Monsters: Well, seen it all now. A road movie with an offbeat love
story set against a Mexico being destroyed by ambulatory giant squid from
Outer Space, I kid you not. Excellent. Jackboots on Whitehall: Bizarre stopmotion animation alternative history view of WW2, with Churchill retreating
to a lawless Scotland, wherein the battle against the invading Nazi hordes
commences. Hilarious.”
• Andrew I. Porter celebrated the 50th anniversary of his first ever sf news
column, in James V. Taurasi’s newszine Science Fiction Times. [AIP]
William Gibson’s Book Expo America speech:
http://blog.williamgibsonbooks.com/2010/05/
Thog Extra. Eyeballs in the Sky. “Randori searched Morgan’s eyes and saw
the wounds his words made.” (John DeFrank, Condemned To Freedom,
2010) [MMW]
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Ansible 276 Copyright © David Langford, 2010. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Paul Barnett, David V. Barrett, Richard Bleiler, Jason Boissiere, Chaz Bufe,
John Clute, Paul Di Filippo, Steve Green, Martyn P. Jackson, Locus, Andrew
I. Porter, Adam Roberts, Graham Sleight, Bruce Townley, Peter Wareham,
Andrew Wells, Peter Weston, Martin Morse Wooster, Jessica Yates, and
Hero Distributors: Dave Corby (Brum), SCIS/Prophecy, Alan Stewart (Aus).
1 Jul 10.
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Steffan. Cartoon: Steve Stiles. Available for SAE, or the location of the
Great Silver Vat.

August for the People
Samuel R. Delany and Harlan Ellison will receive, respectively, the 2010
and 2011 Eaton Awards for life achievement in sf. [GF]
Frank Frazetta’s famous 1971 painting for Conan the Destroyer sold for
$1.5 million at the San Diego Comic Convention in July. [PDF]
Michael Moorcock spills the beans on his vast new nonfiction collection
Into the Media Web, edited by John Davey: “Some early embarrassments in
there! I didn’t see it until it appeared in print and probably wouldn’t have
chosen everything John chose. Also, I’ve had to employ a sturdy boy to carry
it around and hold it for me on his back when I want to read it. Still, sturdy
boys are easily acquired in the Marais. The least Savoy could have done for
the older reader would have been to include a free wheelbarrow with every
copy.”
George Pál, producer/director whose sf films include The War of the Worlds
(1953), and Percy Greg – author of the utterly famous Mars-trip novel Across
the Zodiac (1880) – are commemorated in the latest naming of Martian
craters: Pál (79km diameter) and Greg (68km). [BH] Authors who’ve already
received this honour are Isaac Asimov, Edgar Rice Burroughs, Robert A.
Heinlein, Kurd Lasswitz, Alexei Tolstoy, Stanley G. Weinbaum and H.G.
Wells. Not Ray Bradbury, since living people don’t qualify; nor Leigh
Brackett, excluded from this all-male list because a lunar crater has been
named for a different Brackett.
H.G. Wells inspired a £1000 story competition for under-25s (linked with the
Wells Festival – see below or www.wellsfestival.com), which had no entries
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owing to two strict requirements: handwritten submissions and no horrid
science fiction. “Last year there were plenty of entries because the
competition was open to writers of all ages and stories could include science
fiction, depicting ghastly invasions of our everyday lives by all sorts of
nameless horrors,” complained contest setter Reg Turnill (94). He has since
dropped the unpopular conditions and extended the 20 July deadline.
(Kentnews.co.uk, 18 July) [JM]
Jane Yolen is this year’s SF Poetry Association Grand Master.

Conditaneous
Click here for longlist with links • London • Overseas
2-31 Aug • Film Science: Future Human Part 2 (sf film season), BFI
Southbank, London. Various prices. See tinyurl.com/futurehuman2 .
10 Aug • The Final Programme (film) and Michael Moorcock Q&A, NFT1,
BFI Southbank. 8:30pm. £9. Book at www.bfi.org.uk.
13-29 Aug • Edge of the Wild (Tolkien art show), Redesdale Hall, Moretonin-Marsh, GL56 0AW. 9am-5pm. Free. See adcbooks.co.uk.
13-15 Aug • Festival in the Shire (Tolkien), Y Plas, Machynlleth, Wales.
Many complex price tiers; some or all discounts ceased in June. See
www.FestivalintheShire.com for more. Bookings 0800 6125469.
25 Aug • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Terrace, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5pm for 6pm. With Dan Abnett.
26-29 Aug • Tricon (Eurocon), Cieszyn/Cesky Tesin, Polish/Czech border.
Now €25 reg. All booking details at http://tricon.info/.
26-30 Aug • Frightfest (film), Empire Cinema, Leicester Square, London.
£150 reg; day £24 Thu, £50 Fri, £48 Sat or Sun, £42 Mon; individual films
£11. Bookings 08 714 714 714; www.frightfest.co.uk.
27-30 Aug • Discworld Convention, Birmingham NEC: SOLD OUT. Waiting
list for possible cancellations: membership at dwcon dot org.
2-6 Sep • Aussiecon 4 (68th Worldcon), Melbourne Convention and
Exhibition Centre. $A310/$US280/$CAN290/£190/€215/Yen26,200 reg;
$A70/$US50/$CAN50/£25/€35/Yen4,900 supp; register online at
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www.aussiecon4.org.au. Contact GPO Box 1212, Melbourne, Vic 3001,
Australia; info at aussiecon4 org au. The deadline for 2012 site selection
ballots sent by post has been extended to 9 August. Later, 3 August: at-thedoor rates, $A375 full or $A95 per day, apply from 16 August.
3-6 Sep • Cineology Live (cult tv), Pontin’s, Lowestoft, Suffolk: CANCELLED
without explanation. No mention of refunds at cineology.net.
10-12 Sep • The Asylum (steampunk), Lincoln. £43 reg (£53 inc ball; under16s £5; under-12s free. Day rate £22. Online booking only:
steampunk.synthasite.com. Contact majortinker at aol dot com.
10-12 Sep • Reunion 8 (media), DeVere Staverton Park, Daventry. £97 reg;
VIP £145; child, day, etc. options at www.sfball.com.
17-19 Sep • Fantasycon 2010, Britannia Hotel, 1 St James St, Nottingham.
£75 reg (BFS members £55); £45 (£35) for Saturday only. Online booking
only: www.fantasycon.org.uk.
17-19 Sep • H.G. Wells Festival, The Grand, The Leas, Folkestone, CT20
2XL. Free reception 6-8pm Friday; variously priced events Saturday; £25 allday ticket Sunday. Contact 01 303 222 222.
24-26 Sep • Da’Con (steampunk/alt-history), Park Inn Hotel, Thurrock.
CANCELLED since only 14 people joined. Refunds are promised.
24-26 Sep • Oxonmoot (Tolkien Society), Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford. £33
reg (members £28); under-16s £17 (£15); under-11s £1; under-7s free.
Bookings close 3 September. See www.oxonmoot.org or contact 69 Malletts
Close, Stony Stratford, Bucks, MK11 1DG.
23-24 Oct • Unconvention (Forteana), U of Westminster, 35 Marylebone Rd,
London, NW1 5LS. 10am-5pm. £50 reg; £30/day. Booking (unspecified fee):
www.forteantimes.com/uncon2010. “To pay by cheque please call 020 7907
6112.” A postal address would be too easy.
4 Dec • Weird Winter Tales (H.P. Lovecraft event), Reading Central
Library, 12 noon to 6pm. £3 (members £2). Includes Call of Cthulhu film
showing. Contact info at readinglibraries org uk.
3-5 Feb 11 • SFX Weekender 2, Pontin’s Holiday Park, Camber Sands, E
Sussex. Charged by accommodation; shared chalets only; no single rooms.
See www.sfxweekender.com. Contact 08700 110034.
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25-27 Feb 11 • Redemption ’11 (multimedia sf), Britannia Hotel, Fairfax St,
Coventry, CV1 5RP. £50 reg, rising to £60 on 31 August; £65 at door. Under18s and supp £15; under-3s free. Contact 61 Chaucer Road, Farnborough,
Hampshire, GU14 8SP.
17-21 Aug 11 • Renovation (69th Worldcon), Reno-Sparks Convention
Center, Reno, NV, USA. $160 reg, rising to $180 on 1 October. Unchanged:
$50 supp; $100 under-21s; $75 under-17s; under-7s free. Contact PO Box
13278, Portland, OR 97213-0278, USA.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. The Guardian attacks the very great evil of tie-dye
clothing: “It’s Terry Pratchett books and Games Workshop. It’s the
implication that elsewhere in your wardrobe there may lurk a T-shirt that says
‘SMEG HEAD’ and that, on occasion, when someone asks what you’re
having in the pub, you smirkingly ask for a Pan-Galactic Gargle Blaster. /
Under the circumstances, perhaps dip-dye is the answer. It’s tie-dye’s cooler
brother and arrives free of the inference of chakra-realignment or Red Dwarf
fandom.” (Alex Petridis, 10 July) [PW]
Awards. Brit Writers, published author category: Terry Pratchett, Nation.
• Cordwainer Smith Rediscovery (unsung authors): Mark Clifton.
• John W. Campbell Memorial: Paolo Bacigalupi, The Windup Girl.
• Prometheus (libertarian): Dani and Eytan Kollin, The Unincorporated Man.
Hall of Fame: Poul Anderson, “No Truce with Kings” (1963 F&SF).
• Rhysling (poetry): LONG Kendall Evans and Samantha Henderson, “In the
Astronaut Asylum” (Mythic Delirium #20). SHORT Ann K. Schwader, “To
Theia” (Strange Horizons 9/09).
• Scribe (tie-in novels), Speculative Fiction category: Kevin J. Anderson,
Enemies & Allies; Greg Cox, Terminator Salvation: Cold War (tie).
• Shirley Jackson (suspense/horror): NOVEL Victor LaValle, Big Machine.
NOVELLA Nick Antosca, Midnight Picnic. NOVELETTE Stephen King,
“Morality” (Esquire). SHORT STORY Karen Joy Fowler, “The Pelican Bar”
(Eclipse 3). COLLECTION Kevin Wilson, Tunneling to the Center of the Earth;
Robert Shearman, Love Songs for the Shy and Cynical (tie). ANTHOLOGY
Ellen Datlow, ed., Poe.
• Sturgeon (short story): James Morrow, Shambling Towards Hiroshima.
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• James White (unpublished short story): James Bloomer, “Flock, Shoal,
Herd”.
Publishers & Sinners. Liz Williams was not the only author to complain in
public about Night Shade Books: no royalty statements, unauthorized ebook
editions, general unresponsiveness. This was picked up by the PW Genreville
blog in July, leading to an official Night Shade apology for shortcomings:
“We screwed up”. SFWA jumped in with a ruling that Night Shade sales
won’t count as SFWA membership qualifications for one year from 9 July, a
fearful sanction which has brought many an erring publisher to its knees. Liz
herself, though pleased to get a personal apology plus royalties and rights
reversion, is “a touch cynical” that problems which for her go back to 2007
weren’t admitted or addressed until the bad publicity became impossible to
ignore.
As Others See Us II. IT technician: “Jen, everyone knows you don’t need to
be a geek to know you need a browser to access the internet.” Manager: “Yes
you do, because as soon as you know something like that it pushes out
something important, and before you know it you’re painting little figurines
from The Lord of the Rings.” (The IT Crowd sitcom episode “Bad Boys”,
Channel 4, 23 July) [MPJ]
• German board-gaming conventions are more salubrious than British ones,
says Warfrog games designer Martin Wallace: “If you go to a games
convention in the UK, you’re generally surrounded by fat, smelly people with
no social skills. That’s not true here.” (Financial Times, 20 July) [MMW]
R.I.P. Stephen Gilbert (1912-2010), Irish businessman and author who wrote
four novels with fantastic elements – the best-known being Ratman’s
Notebooks (1968, reissued and filmed as Willard) – died on 23 June aged 97.
He is frequently listed as a pseudonym of Gilbert Ralston (1912-1999, also
born in Co. Down), who wrote the Willard screenplay under his own name.
[JC]
• James P. Hogan (1941-2010), UK-born writer of mostly hard sf who began
publishing with Inherit the Stars (1977), died on or before 12 July; he was
69. [GVG] Other enjoyable sf novels include Voyage from Yesteryear (1982)
and Code of the Lifemaker (1983). Despite embracing some eccentric theories
like Velikovskianism in later life, he was a reliably convivial presence at sf
conventions.
• Frank K. Kelly (1914-2010), US journalist and nonfiction author whose ten
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sf stories (three of them collected in his 1979 Starship Invincible) appeared in
US magazines from 1931 to 1935, died on 11 June – one day short of his 96th
birthday. [GVG]
Thog’s Science Masterclass. “The Selans’ invisibility is not quite perfect.
Blue colour is not affected by their electronic fields. I got the idea that a pair
of blue glasses would permit me to see them. So I took Ephony’s, poured
common ink on them ...” Instant success! (Clarence Granoski, “Ephony’s
Spectacles”, Science Fiction Quarterly, 1941) [BA]
Publishers & Sinners II. The Hachette Book Group offices in Park Avenue,
New York, were closed on 22-23 July to allow spraying of an alien
infestation occupying three floors: bedbugs. (Gawker.com) [AIP]
Library of Babel. Phil Stephensen-Payne learned the secrets of joined-up
librarianship at the British Library’s reference collection in Boston Spa,
Yorks. Naive researchers might think that the local Reading Room would be
the ideal place to consult this archive: but no. A BL official explains: “The
Reading Room at Boston Spa is designed to allow access to our loan
collection, and consequently has a slightly lower level of security measures.”
To consult (say) pulp magazines from the Boston Spa reference stacks, you
must ask for these fragile items to be shipped 200 miles to the “secure”
Reading Room at St Pancras, London; after which, they travel north again.
This is known as Green Energy Policy. Some pulps apparently went missing
during the initial move north....
Tell Me the Old, Old Story. Dr Brian Greene, physicist author of the
children’s sf story “Icarus at the Edge of Time”, introduced a multimedia
adaptation of his work at the Royal Festival Hall on 3 July (with original
music by Philip Glass, no less): “I don’t think of my story as science fiction. I
prefer to think of it as science ... in fiction.” [PC]
As Others See Us III. Before the admission that certain fantasy blockbusters
now being adapted for tv are “very, very good”, Guardian house style
requires a preliminary put-down: “For the uninitiated – that is, people who
don’t gleefully buy 600-page books from the nerd section of Waterstone’s –
A Game of Thrones is the first book in the A Song of Ice and Fire series.”
(Mathilda Gregory, TV & Radio blog, 23 July) [GD]
“I Never Drink ... Communion Wine.” Anne Rice’s public renunciation of
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Christianity – or rather, Catholicism – attracted considerable comment,
especially on the point that it apparently took her twelve years to notice that
the Catholic hierarchy is not all that liberal about things like feminism, birth
control or gay rights.
Outraged Letters. Richard E. Geis on the flaw of A276: “I note the missing
name of Geis in the issue, but as I fade into history I’m getting used to it. /
My cataract surgery went well and sooner or later my right eye will see the
same fate. / I continue to write male-oriented sex fiction for a niche market
that no longer exists, proving something or other about writers and idiocy.
[...] Anyway, it keeps me off the streets in my wheelchair.”
• Barry N. Malzberg traces arcane links: “Recently found: Wikipedia
discloses that the composer Steve Reich and Jonathan Carroll are halfbrothers. (The performer June Carroll’s first and second marriages.)”
• Farah Mendlesohn claims Right of Reply to Diana Wynne Jones in A276:
“The initial conversation began when someone suggested it would be fun to
choose t-shirt slogans. It was only when someone suggested printing them in
bulk and selling them, that I pointed out that this might be a breach of
copyright, and I suggested that someone contact Diana for permission. This
was corroborated by Roger Burton West. Diana sent a message to the list
granting permission.”
The Dead Past. 50 Years Ago, Ron Bennett reported on a movie that the
world would little note nor long remember: “Bob Bloch’s book, PSYCHO,
now butchered into film version by Hitchcock is in London and has been
widely panned.” (Skyrack 22, August 1960)
No Moore Superheroes. In a recent music-paper interview, Alan Moore was
once again lukewarm about traditionally Spandex-clad comics heroes: “I’ve
had some distancing thoughts about them recently. I’ve come to the
conclusion that what superheroes might be – in their current incarnation, at
least – is a symbol of American reluctance to involve themselves in any kind
of conflict without massive tactical superiority. I think this is the same
whether you have the advantage of carpet bombing from altitude or if you
come from the planet Krypton as a baby and have increased powers in
Earth’s lower gravity. That’s not what superheroes meant to me when I was a
kid. To me, they represented a wellspring of the imagination. Superman had a
dog in a cape! He had a city in a bottle! It was wonderful stuff for a sevenyear-old boy to think about. But I suspect that a lot of superheroes now are
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basically about the unfair fight. You know: people wouldn’t bully me if I
could turn into the Hulk.” (The Stool Pigeon 27, Summer 2010) [AIP]
The Perennial Booker Whinge. Andrew Motion explains that genre-tainted
pariahs were not excluded from the 13-novel Booker Prize longlist; it merely
chanced that right across the board, by a multiple happy coincidence, they
failed to be included. Here’s the Guardian: “There are no first novels – which
have become a feature at longlist stage in the last few years, and there is no
genre fiction. Motion said they had not consciously set out to exclude genre
but stressed that the Man Booker prize was an award for literary fiction and
there were plenty of prizes for crime and sci-fi.” (Mark Brown, 27 July)
It Is Written. Sign seen in Waterstone’s, Reading, while stock was being
rearranged: “Science Fiction and Fantasy are now separated / This is Science
Fiction”. (They have since been reunited.) [JB]
Random Fandom. Edwina Harvey announces that, owing to the ravages of
real life, her and Ted Scribner’s newsletter The Australian SF Bullsheet
entered “indefinite hiatus” after issue 101 in August 2010.
Magazine Scene. The 200th issue of SFX, dated October 2010, appears on 25
August. Am I the only contributor to be in all 200?
C.o.A. Rog Peyton’s email has changed: the fsnet address is dead. Seekers
after books should try rog dot peyton at btinternet dot com.
Pink List. The annual Independent on Sunday listing of Britain’s 101 most
influential gay/lesbian folk included several from Doctor Who: John
Barrowman (see also Torchwood) at #17, Mark Gattis (also co-creator of the
BBC’s new Sherlock) at #38, Russell T. Davies at #64 (down from #14 since
his Who departure) and Russell Tovey (seen in the Xmas Who special
“Voyage Of The Damned”; better known as the werewolf in BBC3’s series
Being Human) at #87. (1 August) [MPJ]
Thog’s Masterclass. Strange Pleasures Dept. “Half-heartedly, he unhinged
the hand already soldered to his rigid member.” (Maurice G. Dantec, Babylon
Babies, 1999; trans Noura Wedell 2005) [AK]
• One Two Many Dept. “It was a thin but heavy book, almost the length of
two of his hands ...” (Bernard Knight in The Lost Prophecies by “The
Medieval Murderers”, 2008) [SJ]
• Eyeballs in the Haberdashery. “Detective O’Conner’s voice was a nasal
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bleat. His eyes bulged under the brim of his soft felt hat.” (Paul Chadwick,
“Doctor Zero” in Ten Detective Aces, 1933) [DL]
• Naughty Parts Dept. “Still growling, Katov took a small tool from his groin
pouch and dropped to his knees ...” Later: “Penway longed for the tool Katov
had carried in his groin pouch. Perhaps it would have sufficed.” (Paul W.
Fairman, I, The Machine, 1968)
• Dept of Speech Therapy. “‘Please forgive my voice, Denny,’ his hoarse
whisper came at last. ‘But once in the dungeon, when I was nearly dead with
thirst and begging for anything to drink, Sorainya had molten metal poured
down my throat.’” “‘They found us on the ledge,’ breathed the voiceless
man.” (both Jack Williamson, The Legion of Time, 1938) [PB]
• Deep Throat Dept. “She felt a scream curling somewhere down in her
stomach, growing as it wormed its sick way around and around, working its
way up her throat ...” (Tony Ballantyne, Divergence, 2007) [CB]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 13 August 2010: Brum Group, special Summer Social meal at The Black
Eagle, Factory Road, Handworth (by prebooked ticket only). Normal
meetings are at the Briar Rose Hotel, Bennett’s Hill, Birmingham city centre:
7:30pm for 8pm. £4; members £3. Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at
yahoo co uk. Future meetings: 10 September, Jaine Fenn/J.N. Fenn; 8
October, Adam Roberts; 5 November, Charles Stross; 3 December,
Christmas Social; January 2011, AGM/Auction; February 2011, Quiz.
Editorial. Despite past hopes and fond memories of my trip to the previous
Australian Worldcon in 1999, I regret that I can’t make it to the imminent
Aussiecon 4. Best wishes to all for another successful Melbourne convention.
SF Film Season. “Film Science: Future Human Part Two” runs all through
August at BFI Southbank:
http://tinyurl.com/futurehuman2
European SF Awards. The shortlist is on line but you need to scroll down
the page to Tricon:
http://www.esfs.info/
Ansible 277 Copyright © David Langford, 2010. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
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John Bark, Paul Barnett, Chaz Bufe, John Clute, Peter Crump, Gary Dalkin,
Paul Di Filippo, Gary Farber, Bill Higgins, Martyn P. Jackson, Sue Jones,
Amanda Kear, Denny Lien, Joe McNally, Andrew I. Porter, Gordon Van
Gelder, Peter Wareham, Martin Morse Wooster, and our Hero Distributors:
Dave Corby (Brum Group), SCIS/Prophecy, Alan Stewart (Australia). 2 Aug
10.
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Ansible 278, September 2010
From David Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU, UK.
Web news.ansible.co.uk. ISSN 0265-9816 (print); 1740-942X (e). Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Brad W. Foster. Available for SAE, beer or the lost town
keys of Killgruel.
Aussiecon 4. Non-attendees nursing their envy on the wrong side of the
world, like me, enjoyed the daily Worldcon newsletter Voice of the Echidna,
produced largely by Brits and posted online. How science-fictional to read
the Saturday Evening edition on Saturday morning thanks to the magic of
time zones.... Stolen quotes: “Leatherette seats don’t lend themselves to
writing in the nude.” (Robert Silverberg, #4). “Economics is the astrology of
our time.” (GoH Kim Stanley Robinson, #8 as “Most Retweeted Aussiecon
Quote”).
• Hugos. The live text and video feed at www.thehugoawards.org, run by
Cheryl Morgan and others, allowed far-off nominees to suffer killing
suspense in real time and was much admired. So was the base design,
inspired by Aboriginal myths of the rainbow serpent; though George R.R.
Martin thought an antipodean Hugo should have a little pouch on the rocket,
holding a smaller one. Voting turnout was high. Results: NOVEL a tie, very
rare in Hugo history: Paolo Bacigalupi, The Windup Girl, and China
Miéville, The City & The City. NOVELLA Charles Stross, “Palimpsest”
(Wireless). NOVELETTE Peter Watts, “The Island” (The New Space Opera 2).
He’d bet he wouldn’t win: “Thanks for costing me $20, you guys.” SHORT
Will McIntosh, “Bridesicle” (Asimov’s 1/09). RELATED WORK Jack Vance,
This is Me, Jack Vance! GRAPHIC STORY Kaja and Phil Foglio, Girl Genius,
Volume 9: Agatha Heterodyne and the Heirs of the Storm. DRAMATIC, LONG
Moon. DRAMATIC, SHORT Doctor Who: “The Waters of Mars”. EDITOR, LONG
Patrick Nielsen Hayden – who ruled himself out from next year’s award,
wanting to see new blood. EDITOR, SHORT Ellen Datlow. PRO ARTIST Shaun
Tan. SEMIPROZINE Clarkesworld – the first online fiction magazine to win this.
FAN WRITER Frederik Pohl. FANZINE StarShipSofa. FAN ARTIST Brad W. Foster.
JOHN W. CAMPBELL (new writer): Seanan McGuire.
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• Worldcon 2012. Chicago’s unopposed bid naturally won the site selection
vote: see Chicon 7 in the events list below.
• Many Aussiecon parties were reported, and much fun. Wish I’d been there.

September Song
Margaret Atwood was interviewed by Ira Flatow on NPR. IF: “You know,
in your books, science and technology don’t necessarily make the world a
better place. They don’t necessarily mean that we’re making progress.” MA:
“Science is a tool. I should say, science is two tools. One is a tool for
investigating, just finding out and knowing. And the other is, we call it
technology. It’s a way of taking what we know and turning it into what, if it
were an iPhone, you would call apps. [Laughter] Make apps. We make
applications. And I think you’ve just enraged about five million science
fiction fans by implying there is not any truth in science fiction, which of
course isn’t the case. A lot of science fiction writers have, in fact, anticipated
things that we later did.” IF: “Sure. I never meant to imply that.” MA: “Oh,
yeah. Take it back now. [Laughter ...] But what I what I call my books is
speculative fiction, what you might call a subset of the genre ...”
(www.npr.org, 20 August) [RF]
Harlan Ellison, according to this month’s Madison WI convention, “has
informed us (rather emphatically) that MadCon 2010 will be his final
convention appearance ...” (www.madcon2010.com) End of an era.
Hal W. Hall, long-time curator of Texas A&M University’s SF and Fanzine
collection and creator of the useful SF and Fantasy Research Database
(sffrd.library.tamu.edu), retired on 30 August. His work will be carried on by
Catherine Coke, who is also a science fiction fan. [JP]
Paul Krugman examined the terrifying population density of Isaac Asimov’s
galactic capital Trantor – 45 billion people in a single world-city – and found
it came to 600 per square mile. By way of comparison, the figure for New
Jersey is over 1100. (New York Times, 30 August) [JB]
Darren Nash is moving from Orbit this month to the newly created role of
Digital Publisher at Gollancz. Though details are shrouded in secrecy,
Ansible understands that his first projects will be 1, 2 and 3. Official
functions include “the building of virtual communities for fans.”
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J.K. Rowling was threatened with defacement: “The image of my client is in
danger,” explained a Warner Bros. lawyer in August as the studio sued Magic
X, a Swiss company that manufactures condoms with the tasteful brand name
Harry Popper. (Guardian, 20 August) [SE]

Conswade
Click here for longlist with links • London • Overseas
10-12 Sep • The Asylum (steampunk), Lincoln. £43 reg (£53 inc ball; under16s £5; under-12s free. Day rate £22. Online booking only:
steampunk.synthasite.com. Contact majortinker at aol dot com.
10-12 Sep • Reunion 8 (media), DeVere Staverton Park, Daventry. £97 reg;
VIP £145; child, day, etc. options at www.sfball.com.
17-19 Sep • Fantasycon 2010, Britannia Hotel, 1 St James St, Nottingham.
£75 reg (BFS members £65); £45 (£35) for Saturday only. Online booking
only: www.fantasycon.org.uk.
17-19 Sep • H.G. Wells Festival, The Grand, The Leas, Folkestone, CT20
2XL. Free reception 6-8pm Friday; variously priced events Saturday; £25 allday ticket Sunday. Contact 01 303 222 222.
22 Sep • BSFA Open Meeting, Antelope, 22 Eaton Tce, London, SW1W
8EZ. 5pm for 6pm. Diana Wynne Jones discussion (without her).
24-26 Sep • Oxonmoot (Tolkien Society), Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford. £33
reg (members £28); under-16s £17 (£15); under-11s £1; under-7s free.
Bookings close 3 September. See www.oxonmoot.org or contact 69 Malletts
Close, Stony Stratford, Bucks, MK11 1DG.
9-10 Oct • NewCon 5, The Fishmarket, Northampton. Hotel: Park Inn. £45
reg; under-16s £30; £25 day. Contact 41 Wheatsheaf Rd, Alconbury Weston,
Cambs, PE28 4LF.
25-30 Oct • Close Encounters (music, UFOs, space, sf films), Albert Hall,
London. Films £14; some items free. http://tinyurl.com/albertsf.
4 Dec • Weird Winter Tales (H.P. Lovecraft event), Reading Central
Library, noon-6pm. £3 (members £2). With Call of Cthulhu showing. Note
corrected date. Contact info at readinglibraries org uk.
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25-27 Feb 11 • Redemption ’11, Britannia Hotel, Fairfax St, Coventry. Now
£60 reg; £65 at door. Under-18s and supp £15; under-3s free. Contact 61
Chaucer Rd, Farnborough, Hants, GU14 8SP.
4-6 Mar 11 • P-Con VIII, Central Hotel, Exchequer St, Dublin 2. €35 reg
(€40 at door; €10/day), €15 student, €10 supp. Cheques to Peter McClean c/o
6 Weston Ave, Lucan, Co. Dublin, Ireland.
17-21 Aug 11 • Renovation (69th Worldcon), Reno-Sparks Convention
Center, Reno, NV, USA. $160 reg, rising to $180 on 1 October. Unchanged:
$50 supp; $100 under-21s; $75 under-17s; under-7s free. Contact PO Box
13278, Portland, OR 97213-0278, USA.
30 Aug - 3 Sep 12 • Chicon 7 (70th Worldcon), Hyatt Regency, Chicago.
GoH Mike Resnick (writer), Rowena Morrill (artist), Story Musgrave
(astronaut), Peggy Rae Sapienza (fan), Jane Frank (agent). $155 reg until 31
December. Contact PO Box 13, Skokie, IL 60076. Site selection voting at
Aussiecon 4 was low, with only 526 ballots (Aussiecon 3 in 1999 had 820):
447 Chicago, 20 no preference, 59 write-ins.
Rumblings • Worldcon 2015. Seattle fans are considering the possibility of a
bid. • 2016. A Kansas City bid was announced for the Labor Day weekend, 25 September 2016. [JB] • 2020. Chris Garcia had word from New Zealand’s
August national convention Au Contraire: “‘Sean Williams asked Norm
Cates to run a Worldcon bid for New Zealand in 2020. People threw money.’
That sounds like a new WorldCon bid to me!” (29 August) Indeed so:
www.nzin2020.org. • Eurocon. Dave Lally reports from Tricon that European
SF Society award winners include Stephen Baxter (author) and NewCon
Press (publisher); but the Olympus 2012 UK Eastercon’s joint-Eurocon bid
lost to Croatia.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Every good review has a snarky lining: “Outside the
cognoscenti, sci-fi can seem like niche fiction mostly admired by nerds who
dress up as aliens and attend odd conventions. But the short stories in the new
Wesleyan Anthology of Science Fiction are not just for aficionados, nor do
they only recount intergalactic space operas in the far future.” (Eve
Ottenberg, Washington City Paper, 20 August) [MMW]
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Awards. Sidewise (alternate history): NOVEL Robert Conroy, 1942; SHORT
Alastair Reynolds, “The Fixation” (Solaris Book of New SF 3).
• Ditmars (Australia): NOVEL Kaaron Warren, Slights. NOVELLA/NOVELETTE
Paul Haines, “Wives” (X6). SHORT Cat Sparks, “Seventeen” (Masques).
COLLECTED WORK: Paul Haines, Slice Of Life. ARTWORK Lewis Morley,
Andromeda Spaceways Inflight Magazine #42 cover. FAN WRITER Robert
Hood. FAN ARTIST Dick Jenssen. FAN PUBLICATION Steam Engine Time.
ACHIEVEMENT Gillian Polack et al (for the banquet at Conflux). NEW TALENT
Peter M. Ball. [VotE]
• Big Heart Award (fan): Merv Binns.
As Others See Comic-Con. “It’s the Cannes of geekdom, where everyone’s
a critic but nobody needs to see more than a minute of new footage to cast
their verdict. They’re the type of people who’d queue for a month just to
smell one of Han Solo’s socks, but their judgment now dictates the flow of
billions of dollars.” (Guardian, 14 August) [PW]
R.I.P. Larry Ashmead (1932-2010), US editor who worked at Doubleday,
Simon & Schuster and HarperCollins, and whose Doubleday sf stable
included Asimov, Ballard and Dick, died on 2 September; he was 78. [DP]
• Alain Corneau (1943-2010) French film director and writer whose sf
venture was France Inc. (France société anonyme, 1974), died on 30 August
aged 67. [PDF]
• Dick Ellingsworth (1943-2010), old-time London fan and member of the
Kingdon Road set, died on 10 August after long illness; he was 67. He edited
two issues of Burroughsiana and recently wrote about his early days in
fandom in Prolapse 9. [JL]
• Susan M. Garrett (1940-2010), US fan/author of Doctor Who and other fan
fiction, whose Intimations of Mortality (1997) is an authorized novelization
of the vampire tv series Forever Knight, died on 14 August. [SFS]
• Jackson Gillis (1916-2010), US tv scriptwriter whose genre credits include
The Adventures of Superman, Tarzan, Lost in Space and The New Adventures
of Wonder Woman, died on 19 August; he was 93. [PDF]
• Tom Mankiewicz (1942-2010), US producer, director and screenwriter who
was a writer and “creative consultant” for Superman (1978) and Superman II
(1980), died on 31 July aged 68. Other screenplay work includes three James
Bond films. [GW]
• Satoshi Kon (1963-2010), Japanese manga and anime creator whose works
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as director include Perfect Blue, Millennium Actress and Paprika, died on 24
August; he was only 46. [JC].
• Elaine Koster, US publisher and literary agent who (while at New American
Library in the 1970s) launched Stephen King’s bestseller career with a thenenormous $400,000 paperback advance for Carrie, died on 10 August; she
was 69. [GVG]
• Richard Langlois (1942-2010), noted French comics scholar, died on 19
July at age 68. [PDF]
• Edwin Morgan (1920-2010), leading Scots poet named as Scotland’s first
national laureate or Maker in 2004, died on 19 August aged 90. He was fond
of sf and space themes; his many collections included Star Gate: Science
Fiction Poems (1979) and his poem “The First Men on Mercury” was
adapted as a 2009 comic. [JG]
• Patricia Neal (1926-2010), Oscar-winning US actress who spoke the
famous words “Klaatu barada nikto” in The Day the Earth Stood Still (1951),
died on 8 August. She was 84 and had been married to Roald Dahl 19531983; further genre films included Stranger from Venus (1954) and Ghost
Story (1981). [MPJ/SG]
• Ursula Thiess (1924-2010), German-born actress whose last film was the sf
The Left Hand of Gemini (1972), died on 19 June; she was 86. [MPJ]
• David L. Wolper (1928-2010), US film/tv producer whose genre work
included Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory (1971), The Mystic Warrior
(1984), and The Mists Of Avalon (2001), died on 10 August aged 81. [MMW]
Thog’s Cosmology Masterclass. Count Those Atoms Dept. “And now the
universe, from a physical standpoint, was approaching entropy, a state in
which every atom in the universe – numbering one to the 420,000,000,000th
– would be in a condition of stasis ...” (Silas Water [Noel Loomis], The Man
with Absolute Motion, 1955) [GC]
Publishers & Sinners. Dorchester, US publishers of much genre fiction as
Leisure Books, announced a move to publishing ebooks only (perhaps only
temporarily: the official story is strangely mutable) and fired various staff
including the horror line’s founder and editor Don D’Auria. [RF] Leisure
Books authors are not sanguine about the future. Brian Keene says: “I give
the company six months. Maybe a year, but I think six months is more
likely.” (www.briankeene.com, 19 August)
The Weakest Link. Anne Robinson, Were-Redhead: “In mythology, a
1292

lycanthrope traditionally turns from a human into what kind of animal?”
Contestant: “Lion.” (BBC1, 3 August) [MPJ]
Don’t Call Me Ishmael. The gun-wielding US eco-loony James Lee, who
held hostages for some hours at the Discovery Channel building (Silver
Spring, MD) until shot by police, was avowedly influenced by science
fiction. From his demands: “The Discovery Channel and it’s affiliate
channels MUST have daily television programs at prime time slots based on
Daniel Quinn’s ‘My Ishmael’ pages 207-212 where solutions to save the
planet would be done in the same way as the Industrial Revolution was done,
by people building on each other’s inventive ideas. Focus must be given on
how people can live WITHOUT giving birth to more filthy human children
since those new additions continue pollution and are pollution. A game show
format contest would be in order.” Daniel Quinn’s sf novel or philosophical
tract Ishmael (1992) won the one-off $500,000 Turner Tomorrow sf award:
Ishmael is a wise telepathic eco-gorilla. My Ishmael (1997) is the sequel.
[GVG/TW] Quinn himself has complained that Lee “exaggerated what I
said” about environmentalism (Washington Post, 2 September) [MMW]
Outraged Letters. R.I. Barycz handwrites: “I recently read The Eye of
Argon, on screen, quite by serendipitous mistake. I can safely say that if you
ever meet someone utterly scornful of mighty thews and swinging blade
fantasy it’s near certain the man is an ophthalmic surgeon brushing up on upto-date details of the use of an argon laser on the human retina. / The Eye
does have one side effect: Thog’s Masterclass is as milk and water in the
mouth now. The examples given are mere typos compared to the mighty
torrent of mangle, malaprop and misgrasp that is The Eye.”
• Geoff Widders complains, rather a lot, that the A275 coverage of his
activities was “distorted”. Now you know.
As Others See Us in the context of pro wrestling on Syfy (The Channel
Formerly Known As Sci-Fi): “Well, science fiction aficionados are already
known to be adrenaline junkies.” (bleachereport.com) [MW]
Small Press. See Sharp Press plans a new sf imprint, Anarquica Books, with
an anarchist/atheist/rationalist slant. Submissions are sought; modest
advances paid. Contact: info at seesharppress dot com.
The Dead Past. George Charters cracked the code of Barbarians of Mars by
Edward P. Bradbury (Mike Moorcock): “More ERB. The only thing of
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interest is introduced early on with names like K’cocroom, Drallab, Golana,
Blemplac the Mad, Modnaf, S’sidla, Nosirrah, etc. For example, the Flowers
of Modnaf are ‘attractive at a distance but highly dangerous when you come
close to them. Their scent from here is pleasant, but when approached more
closely it induces first a lethargy, then a creeping madness.....’” (The Scarr
112 [14], 1967) [HB]
• 30 Years Ago, curiously enough, Ansible ran a Thog precursor (Double
Entendre Dept) about the same author’s Blades of Mars, Chapter 11, “Queen
of the Argzoon”: “That was another reason why we should not expose
ourselves! The Argzoon would enjoy taking revenge on members of the race
that had defeated them.” (Ansible 12, September 1980)
Trademark Logic. US tv host Conan O’Brien announced his new talk show
Conan ... but first had to acquire a licence from Conan Properties
International, which has trademarked the Robert E. Howard character’s
common Irish name. (Washington Post, 2 September) [MMW]
Random Fandom. Brian and Anne Gray “are pleased to announce that the
littlest TAFFling has finally come out to play. Rosalind Jane Gray, who
traveled to the UK for TAFF 2010 in utero, was born on August 18, 2010.”
Congratulations to all.
• Steve Green on the peril of giving hostages to idiomatic fortune: “It’s little
wonder some fans get the reputation they do, when events such as the
Canadian Doctor Who event Futurecon adopt the slogan ‘Let’s get
ReTardis!’.”
• Nick Stathopoulos was responsible for the Aussiecon 4 Hugo base design.
Political Shift. Although Ansible is of course shocked, shocked by the net
campaign to move Tony Blair’s autobiography to the Crime section of
bookshops, it must be noted that a minority disagrees and is choosing to file it
under Dark Fantasy. (Telegraph, 4 September) [MPJ]
C.o.A. Sarob Press (closed 2007; now relaunched), c/o 7 Brynhyfryd Villas,
Troedyrhiw, Merthyr Tydful, CF48 4LG; sarobpress at gmail com.
Thog’s Masterclass. Eyeballs in the Sky. “Gazing up at his face, I saw a pair
of beautiful blue eyes caressing my face.” (Jocelynn Drake, Wait for Dusk,
2010) [TOCoH]
• Vindaloo Challenge Dept. “Though his hunger is gone, Clay sucks at the
tuber. / Some drops of a gritty juice enter his mouth. Instantly flames shoot
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through his skull and his soul withers.” (Robert Silverberg, Son of Man,
1971) [PB]
• Dept of Naughty Geometry. “His thoughts did not even take dream shapes,
but extended and protracted in Euclidean nakedness.” (Phyllis Gotlieb, O
Master Caliban, 1976) [CM]
• Collywobbles Dept. “The upward motion of the lift in motion made my
stomach quail.” (Adam Roberts, Yellow Blue Tibia, 2009) [HB/PFB]
• Dept of Personal Presence. “She sat down in that earthy way that said she
was all there.” (L.E. Modesitt Jr, The Fires of Paratime, 1980) [PB]
• Fins, Fins, Fins, Moving Up and Down Again Dept. “... the pain marched
across my shoulder like a shark army might have.” (Ibid)

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 10 September 2010: Brum Group, Briar Rose Hotel, Bennett’s Hill,
Birmingham city centre: 7:30pm for 8pm. £4; members £3. With Jaine Fenn
alias J.N. Fenn. Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk.
Future meetings: 8 October, Adam Roberts; 5 November, Charles Stross; 3
December, Christmas Social; January 2011, AGM/Auction; February 2011,
Quiz.
• 4 October 2010: William Gibson speaks at Cadogan Hall, London. 6:15pm
for 7pm. £25 stalls, £20 gallery. Contact 0207 792 4830 or ...
http://tinyurl.com/25eftst
Thog’s Sibilant Susurration. Kim Huett unearthed a 1943 fanzine (The
Reader and Collector, vol III no 2) whose editor agreed with Thog’s
persistent doubt that an S-free word like “Alger” may be uttered with a Hiss,
and collected several examples: “‘Hoaka!’ I hissed desperately.” (David
Wright O’Brien, “Hokum Hotel”, Fantastic Adventures, July 1942) “‘Come
on!’ I hissed.” (Thorne Lee, “The Crooked House”, Weird Tales, November
1942) “He stopped, then hissed: ‘Wait here!’” (E. Mayne Hull, “Abdication”,
Astounding, April 1943) “‘You’d better not!’ I hissed.” (Paul Miles, “Bill
Caldron Goes to the Future”, Amazing, March 1943) “Aieee – no more!”
Langford hissed.
Ansible 278 Copyright © David Langford, 2010. Thanks to James Bacon,
1295

Paul Barnett, Harry Bell, John Boston, Howard Brown, Jonathan Clements,
Paul Di Filippo, Rose Fox, Joe Gordon, Steve Green, Martyn P. Jackson,
Caroline Mullan, The Other Change of Hobbit, Pulp Fiction Books, David
Pringle, John Purcell, Scrivener’s Error, SF Site, Gordon Van Gelder, Voice
of the Echidna, Michael Walsh, Peter Wareham, Taras Wolansky, Martin
Morse Wooster, and our Hero Distributors: Dave Corby (Brum Group),
SCIS/Prophecy, Alan Stewart (Australia). 5 Sep 10.
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Ansible 279, October 2010
From David Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU, UK.
Web news.ansible.co.uk. ISSN 0265-9816 (print); 1740-942X (e). Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Brad W. Foster. Available for SAE, or full diagram of N,
O and R pangas.
Late bad news: some hidden hand has pulled the plug on the long-established
Ansible mailing list server, so email subscribers will not have received this
issue. Updates, when available, will be posted here on the front page.
Gosh. I’d thought Ansible’s award-winning days were over, and was stunned
by the British Fantasy Award for “Ansible Link” (the bimonthly Interzone
digest) as best nonfiction. All thanks to the kindly voters.

October’s Frosts Fall Futilely
Brian Aldiss (Renaissance Man) scoffs at last month’s issue: “That’s funny!
You’ve missed the great news! It was in all the local papers. I now have a
second career – as artist. An Aldiss artwork exhibition is now on in Oxford
and will continue until the end of this month. I then have another exhibition
showing elsewhere. Keeps you out of trouble, you know.” (5 September) But
does this include Ansible-relevant images of spaceships and talking squid?
Aldiss: “Spaceships? Silly boy!”
Stephen Baxter is thrilled that “some Czech biologists have named a new
trilobite after my ‘Xeelee’ books. The beast itself looks like a woodlouse (to
me), is about a centimetre long, and apparently was a big cheese about 500
million years ago. ‘This is very important species with surprisingly very
advanced features just very close to the origin of entire group,’ they say.
Quite an honour! For me, I mean, not the trilobite.” From the 10 September
paper: “We place it tentatively in the genus Mezzaluna as a new species
Mezzaluna? xeelee ... DERIVATIO NOMINIS: Xeelee – a legendary civilization of
very advanced extraterrestrial beings forming a mainstay of excellent
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science-fiction sequence of Stephen Baxter.” (Journal of the National
Museum [Prague])
Harlan Ellison explained why MadCon (September) would be his last
convention: “The truth of what’s going on here is that I’m dying ... I’m like
the Wicked Witch of the West – I’m melting. I began to sense it back in
January. By that time, I had agreed to do the convention. And I said, I can
make it. I can make it.” Thus: “This is gonna be the biggest fucking sciencefiction convention ever, because no con has ever had a guest of honor drop
dead while performing for the goddamn audience. The only comparison is the
death of Patrick Troughton, at a Doctor Who convention. And I don’t think
he was even onstage.” Last wishes were expressed: “My wife has instructions
that the instant I die, she has to burn all the unfinished stories. And there may
be a hundred unfinished stories in this house, maybe more than that. There’s
three quarters of a novel. No, these things are not to be finished by other
writers, no matter how good they are. It could be Paul Di Filippo, who is just
about the best writer in America, as far as I’m concerned. Or God forbid,
James Patterson or Judith Krantz should get a hold of The Man Who Looked
for Sweetness, which is sitting up on my desk, and try to finish it, anticipating
what Ellison was thinking – no!” (The Daily Page, 23 September) [PDF]
Ansible is happy to report that HE survived MadCon.
Diana Wynne Jones on the mysterious consequences of giving up
chemotherapy: “I am at present confounding medics by apparently getting
better. Two of my most prominent growths have vanished away, much to the
astonishment of doctors, who had so confidently expected me to be dead by
now that they came and stuck enigmatic messages on my front door (like
Passover in reverse) telling the morgue folk where the notes on me were. I’m
wondering whether to peel the things off. Or is this Too Good to Last?
Personally, I put this down to Red Wine. [In short ...] I am currently having a
slow motion miracle. This strikes me as peculiar – but welcome.” (email, 15
September)
Mazlan Othman, Malaysian astrophysicist and head of the UN Office for
Outer Space Affairs, is about to take up her new role as official UN First
Contact Person for any visiting aliens. (News.com.au) [DKMK]
• Later: this story, as picked up by the Sunday Times, is debunked in The
Guardian and BoingBoing.
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Consperge
Click here for longlist with links • London • Overseas
9-10 Oct • NewCon 5, The Fishmarket, Northampton. Hotel: Park Inn. £45
reg; under-16s £30; £25 day. Contact 41 Wheatsheaf Road, Alconbury
Weston, Cambs, PE28 4LF.
14-16 Oct • Sci-Fi London Oktoberfest (films, events): various London
venues. See www.sci-fi-london.com. 0871 220 6000.
16-17 Oct • British International Comics Show, Think Tank, Millennium
Point, Curzon St, Birmingham, B4 7XG. 10:30am-5:30pm. £20 reg; £12/day.
Contact info at thecomicsshow dot co dot uk.
16-17 Oct • Octocon 2010, Camden Court Hotel, Dublin. GoH George R.R.
Martin. €40 reg; students/under-18s €30; €10 supp. Contact Apt 56 Shalimar,
Monastery Rd, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, Ireland.
23-24 Oct • Unconvention (Forteana), University of Westminster, 35
Marylebone Rd, London, NW1 5LS. 10am-5pm. £50 reg; £30/day. Booking
at www.forteantimes.com/uncon2010, or call 020 7907 6112.
25-30 Oct • Close Encounters (music/UFOs/space/sf film), Albert Hall,
London. Films £14; some items free. http://tinyurl.com/albertsf.
27 Oct • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Terrace, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5pm for 6pm. Free. With N.K. Jemisin.
6 Nov • BristolCon ’10, Ramada Hotel, Bristol. Programme 10.30am-6pm
(provisional); informal evening stuff in bar. £20 reg; £25 at door. Cheques to
34 Dongola Road, Bishopston, Bristol, BS7 9HP.
6 Nov • Other Worlds, Derby Quad, Market Place, Derby. 1pm-4pm. With
Peter F. Hamilton, others. £8 (£6 concessions): book at box office 01332
290606, or http://www.derbyquad.co.uk/other-worlds.
12-14 Nov • ArmadaCon 22, Royal Fleet Hotel, Plymouth. GoH Ben
Morris, Terry Molloy, another TBA. £30 reg, £20 concessions. Contact 20
Pinewood Close, Plympton, Plymouth, Devon, PL7 2DW.
12-14 Nov • Novacon 40, Park Inn, Mansfield Road, Nottingham. £40 reg.
Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
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5-6 Feb 11 • QED (science/skeptics), Piccadilly Hotel, Portland St,
Manchester, M1 4PH. £99 (students £75) via www.qedcon.org only.
22-25 Apr 11 • Illustrious (Eastercon), Hilton Metropole, NEC,
Birmingham. Added GoH: Roz Kaveney as Eastercon Poet Laureate. £55 reg,
£30 under-25s/unwaged, £20 under-18s, £10 under-12s, £1 under-5s. Contact
4 Burnside Ave, Sheffield, S8 9FR. Hotel booking opened in September,
when it was revealed that the announced room rates – £60 single, £50/person
double or twin – do not include VAT and (with a rise from 17.5% to 20% due
in January) will in fact be £72 and £60. Much online debate ensued.
Illustrious plans a further meeting with the hotel, but staff members they
formerly dealt with are on maternity leave....
17-21 Aug 11 • Renovation (69th Worldcon), Reno, NV, USA. Now $180
reg; $50 supp; $100 under-21s; $75 under-17s; under-7s free. Contact PO
Box 13278, Portland, OR 97213-0278, USA.
Rumblings • Dublin in 2014? James Shields has a master plan to chair or cochair a Dublin convention (which would bid to be that year’s Eurocon) on the
weekend after the hoped 2014 London Worldcon.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. We are, it seems, rabid. On US conservatives and climate
change: “Some have embraced fantastical geo-engineering schemes –
massive machines, for example, that suck carbon out of the sky – with the
rabid certainty of a science-fiction nut.” (New Republic, 30 December)
[MMW] On F. Gwynplaine MacIntyre’s death: “The F also stood for Froggy.
That’s what fans in the rabid science-fiction world on the Internet called him
...” (New York Times, 12 September) [MA]
British Fantasy Awards. NOVEL (August Derleth Award) Conrad Williams,
One. NOVELLA Sarah Pinborough, The Language of Dying. SHORT Michael
Marshall Smith, “What Happens When You Wake up in the Night”
(Nightjar). ANTHOLOGY The Mammoth Book of Best New Horror 20 ed.
Stephen Jones. COLLECTION Robert Shearman, Love Songs for the Shy and
Cynical. SMALL PRESS Telos Publishing. COMIC/GRAPHIC NOVEL Neil Gaiman &
Andy Kubert, Whatever Happened to the Caped Crusader? ARTIST Vincent
Chong. NON-FICTION David Langford, “Ansible Link” (Interzone column).
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Murky Depths ed. Terry Martin. TELEVISION Doctor Who. FILM Let
the Right One In. NEWCOMER (Sydney J. Bounds Award) Kari Sperring,
Living With Ghosts. SPECIAL (Karl Edward Wagner Award for outstanding
contribution) Robert Holdstock.
MAGAZINE

As Others Sex Us. From a summary of critics’ reactions to Resident Evil 4:
“Kim Newman from Empire gave it a C-. She stated, ‘What fun there is to be
had is undermined by drab 3D, hacked-out dialogue and rehashed plots. [...]’”
(Ontheflix.com, 10 September) [GW]
R.I.P. Geoffrey Burgon (1941-2010), UK film/tv composer who wrote music
for two Doctor Who storylines (1975-1976), Monty Python’s Life of Brian
(1979) and the BBC Narnia adaptations (1988-1990), died on 21 September;
he was 69. [MPJ]
• Tony Curtis (1925-2010), major and much-loved US actor whose genre
films – all minor – include The Manitou (1978), BrainWaves (1983), Lobster
Man from Mars (1989), The Mummy Lives (1993) and Stargames (1998),
died on 29 September aged 85. [HB]
• Harold Gould (1923-2010), US tv actor with genre credits for Twilight
Zone, Green Hornet, The Invaders, Lois & Clark, the reprised Outer Limits,
Touched by an Angel and Freaky Friday (2003 remake), died on 11
September; he was 86. [SJD]
• Kevin McCarthy (1914-2010), long-time US actor whose best-known role
was in Invasion of the Body Snatchers (1956), died on 11 September aged 96.
[NV]
• Jennifer Rardin (1965-2010), US author of the “Jaz Parks” CIA
assassin/vampire hunter sequence beginning with Once Bitten, Twice Shy
(2007), died on 20 September; she was only 45. [PDF]
• Glenn Shadix (1952-2010), US actor in Tim Burton’s Beetlejuice (1988),
The Nightmare Before Christmas (voice, 1993) and Planet of the Apes
(2001), died on 7 September aged 58. [SG]
• E.C. Tubb (1919-2010), long-time UK sf author and fan – always known as
Ted – died on 10 September; he was 90. His first story (for New Worlds) and
first of over 130 novels (Saturn Patrol as by King Lang) both appeared in
1951; he was a founder member of the British SF Association in 1958 and
edited the first issue of the BSFA’s Vector; his best-known space opera
series, the Dumarest saga, ran to 33 volumes 1967-2009. He kept writing
until the last: even now, further novels are scheduled. [PH] A longer
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appreciation by Phil Harbottle appears in this issue’s online supplement.
• Ralph Vicinanza (1950-2010), US agent whose New York agency Ralph
Vicinanza Ltd represents many genre authors including Stephen Baxter, Joe
Haldeman, Stephen King, Terry Pratchett, Peter Straub and Connie Willis,
died unexpectedly on 26 September, aged 60. [L] He is credited as producer
on various adaptations of clients’ work: Jumper, FlashForward and the
forthcoming The Forever War and The Wee Free Men.
As Others See Us II. Amanda Tapping, star and co-exec producer of the
Canadian tv sf series Sanctuary, realizes that talking squid in outer space may
not be necessary: “When I read it I didn’t actually think of it as sci-fi, I
thought of it more as a graphic novel kind of feel to it. But I think the
parameters of sci-fi have been so blown open, you know, we’re not just in
space any more. It’s anything that defies imagination or steps outside and
forces you to think about things that maybe aren’t real, fits within that
outside-the-box thinking.” (DVD feature) [DVB]
ALA Banned Book Week. The easily outraged of America are moving with
the times: although Guardian coverage led off with the traditional photo of
Kurt Vonnegut, the only fantastic work in the American Library
Association’s latest top-ten list of “frequently challenged” books is Stephenie
Meyer’s Twilight series. “Reasons: religious viewpoint, sexually explicit,
unsuited to age group.” That heavily emphasized no-sex-before-marriage
message was just too subtle.
TV Choice Awards 2010. A couple of BBC genre winners: Ashes To Ashes
as best drama and Doctor Who as best family drama. [MPJ]
Point of Agreement. Margaret Atwood and Ursula K. Le Guin debated sf in
Portland, OR, on 23 September, with Atwood introducing a whole new
theory that sf (space squid etc.) descended from Wells while speculative
fiction (Atwood) descended from Verne, and fantasy from, er, Tennyson.
Atwood, later: “What about Star Wars?” Le Guin: “There have been really
few science fiction movies. They have mostly been fantasies, with
spaceships.” (Space Canon blog, 24 September)
Dickless Google. A report on terms blacklisted by Google Instant Search (the
annoying feature that lists potential search results even as you type) reveals
that although entering “Philip K. Dick” gives a promising range of hits,
adding a space causes the whole list to vanish for fear of Offensive Results.
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With “Philip Kindred Dick”, this vanishment happens when you type the R....
(www.2600.com/googleblacklist) [cj]
Outraged Letters. Charlie Stross shares an all too familiar artistic
experience: “My editor at Ace just emailed me the art department’s idea of a
cover for Rule 34. / My reply was along the lines of: ‘You know it’s set in
Scotland? Handguns are illegal here. Also: policewomen don’t usually wear
red leather corsets on duty ...’”
More Awards. First Fandom Hall of Fame: Terry Jeeves, Joe Martino; also
Ray Cummings (posthumous).
• Norma K. Hemming (exploration of race, gender, class, sexuality): the late
Maria Quinn, The Gene Thieves.
• William Atheling Jr. (criticism or reviewing): Helen Merrick, The Secret
Feminist Cabal: A Cultural History of Science Fiction Feminisms.
• A. Bertram Chandler (sf achievement in Australia): Damien Broderick.
• Peter McNamara Achievement Award: Janeen Webb.
Salon Futura. Cheryl Morgan’s online nonfiction magazine about sf and
related genres launched in September: www.salonfutura.net.
Blurb Masterclass. Found on the back of a 1983 edition of Poul Anderson’s
Mirkheim: “Everybody knows that Poul Anderson is one of the best: they’re
wrong – he’s better!” (Jerry Pournelle) [PM]
Biting the Bullet. Some of us are not ashamed. Interviewer: “A lot of readers
who don’t normally go for sci fi – me included – read your books. Does that
please you?” China Miéville: “It can’t possibly not! It’s really nice to feel
that you’re not talking just to one particular audience but my only caveat to
that is, while it’s very flattering and nice to hear people say that, I myself
have a lot of love and respect for the tradition that I come out of and I would
not want to be seen as someone who’s trying to distance himself from that
tradition because I think it’s a tradition that has been many things to be proud
of about it and without that tradition I don’t think that I would be a writer at
all. What I would hope is that [reading my books] might also be a kind of
gateway into that tradition.” (Christian Science Monitor, 10 September) [SG]
Random Fandom. Rob Hansen represented fandom at Ted Tubb’s funeral in
Hither Green on 22 September: “About ten people showed up – all family
except for me, so far as I could tell – and it was the quickest funeral I’ve ever
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been to, thanks to there being no hymns or any religious content at all. It was
mostly just Ted’s granddaughter reading out letters of condolence that had
been sent, Phil Harbottle’s reminiscences, and sharing her own memories of
her grandfather, and all the more moving for that. I’m sure fans of Ted’s
generation would have attended if they could, but he pretty much outlived
them all.”
• Luke Skywalker (43) of Addiscombe, Croydon, had an unattended funeral
on 9 August. He’d changed his name by deed poll; the undertakers couldn’t
trace any friends or family. (Croydon Advertiser/Private Eye)
C.o.A. Paul Di Filippo, 197 Medway St, Providence, RI 02906, USA.
Douglas Spencer, 25 Driver St, Sheffield, S13 9WP.
Follow-Up. “F. Gwynplaine MacIntyre’s brother has announced that the
remains found after the fire in MacIntyre’s Brooklyn apartment on June 25
have been positively identified through DNA testing. He has expressed the
thanks of his family to those in the sf community who cared about MacIntyre
and has declined to provide information about himself or his family out of
desire to remain private.” (SF Site) [SHS]
The Dead Past. 45 Years Ago, the BBC2 Theatre 625 series included a new
production of Nigel Kneale’s famed 1984 adaptation, as broadcast and
recorded in 1954. This 1965 remake is among a large cache of “lost” 19571970 UK drama recordings that were sent to WNET (New York) for US
broadcast, archived in the Library of Congress, and only recently
rediscovered. (Kaleidoscope.org.uk) [PM]
• Also from the 1960s, here’s Gerald Kersh on sf prediction: “You fill a
blunderbuss with nightmares and fire it into a crowd. If one slug grazes
anything, you call yourselves prophets.” (“A Bargain With Cashel”, 1963)
[BA]
• 50 Years Ago: “VARGO STATTEN DEAD? The ‘Liverpool Echo’ recently
reported that a Mr J.R. Fearn. of South Shore, Blackpool, had collapsed and
died suddenly, aged 52, whilst attending chapel. Eric Frank Russell first saw
this report and tried to check with Ted Carnell who tells me that the age is
about right and that the sf Fearn was a methodist. As things go, the report in
the Echo may or may not have referred to our John Russell Fearn.” Alas, it
did. (Skyrack 25, October 1960)
Fanfundery. Trans-Atlantic Fan Fund nominations for the 2011 westbound
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race (Europe to North America) open 12 November and close 18 December.
Voting deadline 12 March; the winner attends the Reno Worldcon in August.
Contact stevegreen at livejournal dot com.
Thog’s Masterclass. Hot Action Dept. “He rubbed her again to generate
some calories.” “Their cold-blooded organisms needed to absorb calories
from the sun.” (Bernard Werber trans Margaret Rocques, Empire of the Ants,
1996) [AK]
• Dept of Slipstream Chemistry. “As soon as he was again outside, he put a lit
match to one of his methane soaked strings and they went up like tissue paper
in the wind.” (D.W. Green, “Nose Piercing” in Subtle Edens: An Anthology
of Slipstream Fiction ed. Allen Ashley, 2008)
• Book of Lists Dept. “Inside and among the stars, a montage, a collage, a
kaleidoscope, a cacophony, a song, of colors, shapes, sounds, trees, flowers,
stones, bricks, houses, horses, unicorns, dragons, lizards, eagles, sparrows,
mollusks, whales, wasps, mosquitoes, fairies, changelings, humans, centaurs,
the dead, the living, the unborn, the not yet born, the just conceived, until,
until there was nothing and there was everything.” (Warren Rochelle, The
Called, 2010) [RF]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 4 October 2010: William Gibson speaks at Cadogan Hall, London. 6:15pm
for 7pm. £25 stalls, £20 gallery. Contact 0207 792 4830 or ...
http://tinyurl.com/25eftst
• 8 October 2010: Brum Group, Briar Rose Hotel, Bennett’s Hill,
Birmingham city centre: 7:30pm for 8pm. £4; members £3. With Adam
Roberts. Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Future
meetings: 5 November, Charles Stross; 3 December, Christmas Social;
January 2011, AGM/Auction; February 2011, Quiz.
Online Supplement with a longer obituary of Ted Tubb:
http://news.ansible.co.uk/a279supp.html
Publishers & Sinners. Una Tributable muses on the implosion of
Dorchester/Leisure Books (see A278): “As a rule of thumb, when a publisher
is on a downhill slide, the actual state of affairs is worse than it looks. Under
bankruptcy law, secured creditors have to be paid first. The set of businesses
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and individuals that a publishing works with most closely, which is also the
set of businesses and individuals whose actions might pull the house out of its
slide, are almost all unsecured creditors. You can’t get out of a bad patch
without them. A publishing house that’s in trouble will go to some effort to
look like they could, in a pinch, cover all their outstanding debts and
invoices. If they pull out of their slide, no one’s the wiser. Therefore, if you
can see the early warning signs of publisher failure, it’s safest to assume that
they’ve been in trouble for some time, and that not everyone who’s owed will
get paid. / (This is when the knowledgeable freelancer will go in person to the
Accounting Dept. to demand any pending checks, and when told (as they
always are) that the only person who can do that is out to lunch, will pull out
their knitting and say ‘That’s okay, I’ll wait.’) / Dorchester’s been looking
unhealthy for a while now. When they fired a lot of key personnel and
announced that they were going all-digital, I wasn’t the only one who
assumed it meant they couldn’t pay for printing and distribution, and were
trying to put a good face on it. I’ll be very surprised if they make six months.
/ Why is Dorchester going down? The simplest explanation is that they’ve
always been a low-end paperback house, and the lower end of the paperback
market just isn’t there any more. There may be more to the story, but there
doesn’t need to be.”
• There are some relevant links at: http://horrorbooks.co/leisure-books-shakeup/
TAFF Again. Steve Green (see “Fanfundery” above) reminds intending
candidates of what they need to supply: * Five nominations from known fans,
three of whom must be resident in Europe and two resident in North
America. All of these should send a signed nomination via postal mail – or, if
sending the nomination by e-mail, include a phone number for verification. *
A written platform, not exceeding 101 words. * A £10 bond (make cheques
out to “TAFF”). * A pledge to make the trip should he or she win.
Ansible 279 Copyright © David Langford, 2010. Thanks to Brian Ameringen,
Mike Ashley, David V. Barrett, Harry Bell, Paul Di Filippo, Steven J Dunn,
Rose Fox, Stephen Gould, Steve Green, Phil Harbottle, Martyn P. Jackson,
Steve Jeffery, carl juarez, Amanda Kear, David K.M. Klaus, Locus, Petréa
Mitchell, Steven H Silver, Nico Veenkamp, Gary Wilkinson, Martin Morse
Wooster, and Hero Distributors: Dave Corby (BSFG), SCIS, Alan Stewart
(Oz). 1 Oct 10.
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Ansible 279 Supplement
Edwin Charles Tubb (1919-2010)
by Philip Harbottle
British science fiction author Edwin Charles Tubb has died in his sleep at his
London home on Friday, 10th September, 2010. He was born in London on
October 15, 1919, and married Iris Kathleen Smith in 1944. He is survived by
their two daughters, Jennifer and Linda, granddaughters Lisa Elcomb and
Julie Hickmott and several great grandchildren.
Writing as E. C. Tubb, he became particularly well known to readers of
science fiction the world over, his work having been translated into more than
a dozen languages. Beginning in 1951, he published over 130 novels, and
more than 230 short stories in such magazines as Astounding/Analog,
Authentic, Galaxy, Nebula, New Worlds, Science Fantasy, Vision of
Tomorrow, and in more recent years in Fantasy Adventures. Many of his
short stories were reprinted in various “World’s Best SF” anthologies, and his
story “Lucifer” won the Europa Prize in 1972. Tubb was appointed editor of
Authentic Science Fiction in 1956, and edited it with great panache until its
unnecessary demise in 1957.
His writing ambitions had been born shortly before the Second World War,
when he became a fan of the American science fiction pulp magazines then
being imported into Britain. In his early teens, he became an avid collector,
and began to make contact with fellow enthusiasts, eventually joining the
pre-war British Science Fiction Association in his native London. The
outbreak of the war put paid to his early writing ambitions, but after the war,
the members of the old Science Fiction Association – who included Tubb’s
fellow enthusiasts Frank Arnold, John Beynon Harris (John Wyndham),
Sydney J. Bounds, John Carnell, Arthur C. Clarke, Walter Gillings and
William F. Temple – began to reform. Tubb became a regular attendee at
their meetings, and this group of fans and fledgling professionals eventually
launched their own sf magazine, New Worlds, to which Tubb became a
regular contributor. Within a year of his debut as a short story writer, Tubb
began producing novels.
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His early books were exciting adventure stories, written in the prevailing
fashion of the early 1950s, which demanded that stories should be fast
moving, and above all else, entertaining. Yet from his very first novel, Saturn
Patrol (1951) Tubb’s work was characterized at all times by a sense of
plausibility, logic, and human insight.
These qualities were even more evident in his short stories, which tended to a
more thoughtful, psychological type of story, so that by 1956 Tubb’s short
stories began to be reprinted in Judith Merril’s prestigious Year’s Best
Science Fiction series of anthologies. Many of his short stories continued to
be reprinted in various later “World’s Best SF” anthologies. His haunting
short story “Little Girl Lost” (1955) was adapted for American television for
Rod Serling’s prestigious Night Gallery series in 1972, and his story
“Lucifer” won the Europa Prize in 1972. In 1988, his novelette “Kalgan the
Golden” (1955) was adapted as a graphic novel by Philip Harbottle and artist
Ron Turner.
Tubb’s first major sf novels were Alien Dust (1955), a gritty story of Martian
colonization, and The Space-Born (1956), a highly original take on the
“generation Starship” theme, that anticipated by decades the central theme of
Logan’s Run. In 1962, The Space-Born was adapted as a 90-minute television
play by Radio Television Francaise.
When the British market for sf novels slumped in 1956, Tubb diversified into
writing pseudonymous paperback Western novels. Many of them were based
on actual historic events during and after the Civil War, and were considered
notable enough to earn the author an entry in Twentieth Century Western
Writers (St. James, 1991) and to be reprinted fifty years later in both
hardcover and paperback. Tubb later became very interested in Roman
history, and many consider that some of his best written work was contained
in his “The Gladiators” historical trilogy, Atilus the Slave (1975), Atilus the
Gladiator (1975), and Gladiator (1978).
Because many of his numerous sf short stories of the 1950s and early 1960s
were under pseudonyms they tended to be overlooked at the time, so that
despite continued commercial success, Tubb never received the critical
recognition he deserved. Many of his ideas were seminal, and were later
reused by other writers to popular acclaim – most notably his short story
“Precedent” (1952), positing the grim and logical solution to the problem of
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stowaways in spaceships, appearing more than two years before Tom
Godwin’s “The Cold Equations”. This was compounded when Tubb became
renowned in America – and the rest of the world – for his long-running
“Dumarest of Terra” series of novels, beginning with The Winds of Gath in
1967. The galaxy-spanning saga of Earl Dumarest and his search to find his
way back across the stars to the legendary lost planet where he was born –
Earth. Its worldwide commercial success caused Tubb to more or less
abandon the short story form.
Following the death of American editor and publisher Don Wollheim – who
had commissioned the series – the Dumarest saga came to a premature end
after 31 novels, with The Temple of Truth (1985) However, the 32nd novel,
The Return, had already been written, but at first was only published in a
French translation. Its first English publication was by Gryphon Books, a
New York small press, in 1997. The series seemed to have ended on an
inconclusive note, and it was not until Tubb, at the age of 90, wrote a final
novel at the urging of his agent, that the saga was brought to a conclusion:
with Child of Earth (Homeworld Press, 2009).
The Tall Adventurer, a comprehensive, worldwide annotated bibliography,
compiled by Philip Harbottle and Sean Wallace, was published by Beccon
Publications in 1998. This sparked a further wave of reprints by several
publishers in the US and the UK, and throughout Europe in translation.
Belated European critical recognition came in July 2010, when I Posseduti,
the Italian translation of his novel The Possessed (1959, revised 2005) won
the Premio Italia Award, being voted best International Novel.
Despite failing health in later years, he continued to both revise old books
and short stories, and to produce new novels. Amongst his later titles, of
especial note were Death God’s Doom (1999) and The Sleeping City (1999)
featuring Malkar, Tubb’s Conan-style hero, and Earthbound, a new “Space
1999” novel (2003), Footsteps of Angels (2004), The Life Buyer (2006), Dead
Weight (2007), and Starslave (2010). A major dystopian novel To Dream
Again was accepted on the same day as the author died, and is set to be
published by Ulverscroft in 2011. His final, and possibly his most
outstanding novel, Fires of Satan, is under consideration. New collections of
short stories include The Best Science Fiction of E.C. Tubb (2003, US), and
Mirror of the Night (2003, UK). A definitive French-language collection,
Dimension, edited and translated by Richard D. Nolane, is set to be published
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by Riviere Blanche in 2012.
– Philip Harbottle, 10 September 2010

Funeral, 22 September 2010
Later: “I’ve spoken at length with Ted’s literary heir – his granddaughter
Mrs. Lisa John (nee Elcomb). She loved Ted (as a young girl she lived next
door) and will be preserving his books and papers etc, and wants me to
continue full belt on keeping his stuff in print. Lisa is also his executor, and
has now arranged the funeral. Sadly I can’t attend, but Lisa will read
something from me based around the obit. She says any fans are welcome to
attend. If you happen to be in touch with any London-based fans who might
be interested, the funeral is to be held on Wednesday 22 September at 9.30
am at Hither Green Crematorium, Lewisham, London.” – Philip Harbottle
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Ansible 280, November 2010
From David Langford, 94 London Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU, UK.
Web news.ansible.co.uk. ISSN 0265-9816 (print); 1740-942X (e). Logo: Dan
Steffan. Cartoon: Alan F. Beck. Available for SAE or the bottled ecstasy of
Martian zyzmol.
List to Starboard. The long-established Ansible email list died in
September, as I discovered on trying to send out the October issue. Another
purge at the Glasgow University computer department.... Ansible 279 was
later emailed in batches to all subscribers, together with invitations to the new
list (see news.ansible.co.uk/asubs.html), but it didn’t reach everyone. By
merry coincidence the issue contained a rude word which got it blocked for
such varied reasons as “mild language”, “sexually explicit”, “tasty Hormel
luncheon meat” and “The rule triggered was: 8966 Banned Words for
Incoming Mail”. (Does this mean that Ansible passed the 8965 previous tests
at that ISP, or that there are 8966 Banned Words?) Which only goes to show
that I always get into trouble when, however accurately, I quote Harlan
Ellison.

The November Game
Iain M. Banks indulged himself in an epigram at the Cheltenham Literature
Festival: “You don’t write space opera in a vacuum!” [NC]
A.A. Gill ran true to form when assessing the achievement of H.G. Wells:
“Virtually single-handed, he invented that vast alien planet of nerdy literature
read exclusively by unwashed young men with a full spectrum of social
incapacity.” (Sunday Times Culture, 24 October) [JD]
Graham Hancock shamelessly plugged his novel at BoingBoing: “I follow
weird research like this because time-travel – specifically to the Stone Age
around 24,000 years ago – is a central element of Entangled: The Eater of
Souls, my first work of fiction. Unlike Jules Verne, however, I do not propose
a time-machine as the vehicle.” (25 October) [JMcN]
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Sir Terry Pratchett’s coat of arms appeared in the College of Arms
Newsletter (September 2010). “The Arms are blazoned: Sable an ankh
between four Roundels in saltire each issuing Argent. / The Crest is Upon a
Helm with a Wreath Argent and Sable On Water Barry wavy Sable Argent
and Sable an Owl [presumably a morpork] affronty wings displayed and
inverted Or supporting thereby two closed Books erect Gules.” There’s a
picture on line for the heraldically challenged. [NJ] Later: regarding the
motto, see here.
Steven Moffatt consulted a select focus group: “Told my son the title of ep 1
of the next run of Dr Who. A pause. ‘I think we can do better, Daddy.’ Then:
‘We need clever. Not cheesy.’” (Twitter) [DKMK]
Elizabeth Moon, an announced guest of honour at Wiscon 2011 (Madison,
WI), was publicly disinvited last month after her September LiveJournal post
on Muslims and New York’s so-called “Ground Zero Mosque” led to a
controversy too huge and tedious to summarize here.
J.K. Rowling dropped ominous hints during her Oprah Winfrey tv chat-show
appearance, remarking that the Harry Potter characters were still much in her
mind and that she could definitely write new books about them: “I’m not
going to say I won’t.” Soon afterwards, she topped the National Magazine
Company’s poll of the 100 most influential women in Britain. [MPJ]
Meanwhile the long-running Willy the Wizard plagiarism claim against
Bloomsbury and JKR was judged not quite ludicrous enough to be summarily
thrown out of court. Mr Justice Kitchin felt it should go to trial: “I have
reached the conclusion that this claim may succeed but that it is improbable it
will do so.” (14 October)
Sean Wallace stepped down as an editor of Clarkesworld after issue 50,
owing to family commitments: soon after the magazine’s Hugo win in
September, his wife Jennifer gave birth to twin girls.

Conylia
Click here for longlist with links • London • Overseas
6 Nov • BristolCon ’10, Ramada Hotel, Bristol. Programme 10am-10pm;
later informality in the bar. £20 reg; £25 at door. Cheques to 34 Dongola
Road, Bishopston, Bristol, BS7 9HP.
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6 Nov • Other Worlds, Derby Quad, Market Place, Derby. 1pm-4pm. With
Peter F. Hamilton, others. £8 (£6 concessions): book at box office 01332
290606, or http://www.derbyquad.co.uk/other-worlds.
12-14 Nov • ArmadaCon 22, Copthorne Hotel, Plymouth. Note the venue
change, for a slightly unusual reason: “The Royal Fleet Hotel has been sold
(to the Church of Scientology!).” £30 reg, £20 concessions. Contact 20
Pinewood Close, Plympton, Plymouth, Devon, PL7 2DW.
12-14 Nov • Novacon 40, Park Inn, Mansfield Road, Nottingham. £40 reg.
Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
24 Nov • BSFA Open Meeting, The Antelope, 22 Eaton Terrace, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5pm for 6pm. Free. With Colin Harvey.
3 Dec • British Fantasy Society Open Night, Truckles, off Bury Place,
Bloomsbury, London. 6pm onward. Free.
5 Dec • British Fantasy Society Open Night, Lass O’Gowrie, pub, 36
Charles Street, Manchester, M1 7DB. 6pm onward. Free.
22-25 Apr 2011 • Illustrious (Eastercon), Hilton Metropole, NEC,
Birmingham. £55 reg, £30 under-25s/unwaged, £20 under-18s, £10 under12s, £1 under-5s. Contact 4 Burnside Ave, Sheffield, S8 9FR. The committee
apologized for not realizing they’d agreed room rates net of VAT – full
amounts being £72 single, £60/person double or twin. On a happier note, car
parking is £3 rather than the rumoured £12 per day.
23 Apr - 2 May 2011 • Sci-Fi London (film), London. Dates announced;
more TBA, www.sci-fi-london.com. Enquiries 020 3239 9277.
30 Sep - 2 Oct 2011 • Fantasycon 2011, Royal Albion Hotel, Brighton. GoH
Gwyneth Jones, John Ajvide Lindqvist, more TBA. £45 reg (BFS members
£40), £40/day. Cheques (to Fantasycon 2011) to 10 Haycroft Gardens, Mastin
Moor, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S43 3FE.
15-16 Oct 2011 • Octocon, Camden Court Hotel, Camden St, Dublin 2,
Ireland. GoH John Higgins; more TBA. €20 reg, expected to rise at Christmas.
Contact: Apt 56 Shalimar, Monastery Rd, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, Ireland;
info at octocon dot com.

Infinitely Improbable
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Everyone’s a Critic. Paul Wesley of ITV2’s Vampire Diaries ascribes the
current vampire boom to modern tv’s astonishing insight, denied to such as
Bram Stoker or J. Sheridan Le Fanu, that vampirism can be linked with
sexuality. “They’ve made this whole vampire thing recently like a sex thing
[...] Back in the day it used to be like Dracula. They were genuinely
frightening but now it’s a very sexual tone.” Fellow-actor Ian Somerhalder
enthusiastically agrees: “Just sucking on the neck of some beautiful girls, that
blows off more steam than just violently killing someone.” (BBC, 5 October)
[MPJ] Who’d have thought it?
Magazine Scene. Realms of Fantasy was declared dead on 18 October, with
publisher Warren Lapine blaming the “terrible economic climate” while
editors Shawna McCarthy and Douglas Cohen also posted farewell notes at
www.rofmag.com. [SW] The sister magazine Dreams of Decadence (urban
fantasy, paranormal romance) will also cease.
• Book & Magazine Collector, the UK magazine which has published so
much useful genre bibliography since 1984, is to close with issue #328, Xmas
2010. [MA]
• Fantasy Magazine (from Prime Books) will relaunch in March 2011 with a
new look and a new editor: John Joseph Adams.
As Others See Us. The Pirate Bay plans for a naughty file-sharing site in
orbit have just one slight credibility problem: “Although it is no secret that
Sci-Fi fans are well represented in the pirate community, the idea is taken
somewhat seriously ...” (Torrentfreak.com, 20 October) [MMcL]
• Another skiffy insight: “The ability to design and immediately fabricate a
custom ensemble is the dream of every well-dressed science fiction nerd.”
(Katherine Mangu-Ward, Reason, November 2010) [MMW]
World Fantasy Awards. LIFE ACHIEVEMENT (announced in advance, with an
unprecedented three winners): Brian Lumley, Terry Pratchett, Peter Straub.
NOVEL China Miéville, The City & The City. NOVELLA Margo Lanagan, “SeaHearts” (X6). SHORT Karen Joy Fowler, “The Pelican Bar” (Eclipse Three).
ANTHOLOGY Peter Straub, ed., American Fantastic Tales. COLLECTION (tie)
Ludmilla Petrushevskaya, There Once Lived a Woman Who Tried To Kill
Her Neighbor’s Baby: Scary Fairy Tales; Gene Wolfe, The Very Best of
Gene Wolfe/The Best of Gene Wolfe. ARTIST Charles Vess.
SPECIAL/PROFESSIONAL Jonathan Strahan, for anthologies. SPECIAL/NONPROFESSIONAL Susan Marie Groppi, for Strange Horizons.
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R.I.P. Alexander Anderson (1920-2010), US creator of various animated
cartoon characters – most famously Rocky and Bullwinkle (1959-1964) with
Jay Ward – died on 22 October at age 90. [SJD]
• Hans Arnold (1925-2010), Swiss-born Swedish artist specializing in horror,
died on 25 October; he was 85. [AE via AIP]
• Roy Ward Baker (1916-2010), UK film/tv director whose work includes
Quatermass and the Pit (1967), Moon Zero Two (1969), Scars of Dracula
(1970), The Vampire Lovers (1970), Dr Jekyll & Sister Hyde (1971), Asylum
(1972), And Now the Screaming Starts! (1973), The Legend of the Seven
Golden Vampires (1974), The Vault of Horror (1973), The Monster Club
(1980) and much genre tv, died on 5 October. He was 93. [SG]
• Betty Bond, widow of old-time sf author Nelson S. Bond (1908-2006) – and
a published author in her own right, having sold to a 1937 pulp magazine to
prove she could – died on 2 October. [CP]
• Graham Crowden (1922-2010), UK actor who refused the starring role in
Doctor Who after Jon Pertwee quit, died on 21 October aged 87. Genre
credits include Catweazle, The Amazing Mr. Blunden, The Final Programme,
The Little Prince, Star Maidens, Jabberwocky, 1990, Doctor Who/“The
Horns of Nimon” (all 1970s), Britannia Hospital (1982), Delta Wave (1996),
Soul Music (1997) and The 10th Kingdom (2000). [SG]
• Bob Guccione (1930-2010), US publisher best known for Penthouse, and of
sf relevance for launching its glossy sister magazine Omni (1978-1995; web
only to 1998), died on 20 October aged 79. [GVG]
• Eva Ibbotson (1925-2010), US author of The Great Ghost Rescue (1975),
Which Witch? (1979) and other children’s fantasies, died on 20 October.
[PDF] She was a 2001 Smarties gold award winner.
• Alain le Bussy (1947-2010), Belgian author of at least 30 sf novels and 200
stories, died on 14 October following a throat operation. He was a regular
Eurocon attendee, received the 1993 Prix Rosny-Aîné, and won a 1995
European SF Society award as best promoter of the genre. [BJW/SFS]
• Benoît Mandelbrot (1924-2010), Polish-born US/French mathematician
whose pioneering work on fractals (a term he coined) and fractal geometry
was hugely influential in many fields including sf, died on 14 October aged
85.
• Harry Mulisch (1927-2010), eminent mainstream Dutch author who
explored sf/fantasy themes in De toekomst van gisteren (Yesterday’s Future,
1972), De ontdekking van de hemel (The Discovery of Heaven, 1992, filmed
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2001) and De Procedure (1998), died on 30 October aged 83. [PDF]
• Claire Rayner (1931-2010), UK agony aunt and novelist whose sf venture
was The Meddlers (1970; US title The Baby Factory), died on 11 October;
she was 79. [JC]
• Johnny Sheffield (1931-2010), US actor whose best-known part was Boy in
Johnny Weissmuller’s 1930s and 1940s Tarzan films, died on 15 October
after falling off a ladder while pruning a palm tree; he was 79. [RC]
• Takeshi Shudo (1949-2010), Japanese anime scriptwriter and novelist who
worked on some of the best-known modern anime and won the first Anime
Grand Prix screenwriting award in 1983, died on 28 October. [JonC]
• Donald H. Tuck (1922-2010), Australian sf bibliographer whose researches
formed a major foundation stone of genre reference work, died on 11 October
aged 87. [BRG] He received a special committee award from the 1962
Worldcon; was a guest of honour at the first Aussiecon in 1975, though
unable to attend; and won a 1984 nonfiction Hugo for the third and last
volume of his monumental The Encyclopedia of Science Fiction and Fantasy
through 1968 (1974-1983).
• Norman Wisdom (1915-2010), UK comic actor who played Britain’s first
astronaut in The Bulldog Breed (1960), died on 4 October; he was 95. His
more recent genre credits include Five Children and It (2004), Evil Calls
(horror, 2008) and Labrats (2010). [SG]
In Typo Veritas. Dept of King Alfred’s Revenge. “Torches burned in the
scones bound to the trunks of each tree ...” (Kari Sperring, Living with
Ghosts, 2009) [KS]
We Are Everywhere. “A little more than 24 hours after online ballots started
pouring into the Washington, D.C. Board of Elections and Ethics in late
September, it became apparent that something was amiss. Washington D.C.’s
newly elected U.S. Representative went by the name of Colossus. A
villainous computer from science-fiction lore captured the city council
chairmanship. And 15 seconds after voters cast their ballots, they were
serenaded by the University of Michigan fight song. The system had been
hacked.” (Time.com, 15 October) [MMW] Later: more context here [thanks
to David Haddock].
• A tiny surprise for SF Encyclopedia fans, albeit one L short: “in the Ewan
McGregor neo-noir movie Deception (2008) the accountancy firm our hero
must infiltrate and embezzle from is called ... Clute-Nichols!” [PB]
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As Others See Us II. Gloom and sf are synonymous, according to a
commenter outraged by the announcement of a “new dystopian trilogy” from
HarperCollins Children’s Books: “My pet hobbyhorse, I know, but isn’t
‘dystopian’ just a pretentious way of saying ‘Science Fiction’? Can we not
just accept that SF is an extremely popular and legitimate genre and one that
we don’t need to invent face-saving euphemisms for?” (TheBookseller.com,
5 October) [DG]
Outraged Letters. Mark Plummer on A279: “You mention the unattended
funeral of Luke Skywalker (43) of Addiscombe, Croydon. The undertakers
who failed to trace any friends or family clearly weren’t trying too hard,
given that the district’s most famous denizen is Dave Prowse.”
• Vernon Speed blinds us with science and predicts the World Fantasy
Award: “According to the immutable Laws of Psychoballotry, if you want to
increase your chances of winning an SF award, then you should entitle your
novel The City, the City, and the City since these words are statistically
correlated with past success (City by Clifford Simak won the International
Fantasy Award; The City and the City by China Miéville won the Hugo).
However, if you want to win the Man Booker Prize, then call it The Sea, the
Sea, the Sea, following the trend of past winners The Sea by John Banville
and The Sea, the Sea by Iris Murdoch.” This theory may also explain the
international success of Peter Høeg’s borderline-sf Miss Smilla’s Feeling for
Snow, whose six sections are titled The City, The City, The City, The Sea,
The Sea and The Ice.
• Andrew Stephenson watched the telly: “BBC-tv’s Only Connect quiz show
[4 October] had as one team three ‘Fantasy Writers’, to wit, Geoff Ryman,
Liz Williams and (captain) I-Forget-Who [Paul Cornell]. Alas, their evial
opponents cheated outrageously by being Way Too Good and eventually
made talking space-calamari of Our Heroes, who nonetheless redeemed their
performance by being Sporting Chaps ...”
More Awards. Hans Christian Andersen children’s literature prize: J.K.
Rowling. This is a new award, not the established Andersen medal which this
year went to David Almond. (Guardian, 20 October) [MPJ]
Random Fandom. Rob Hansen raised a glass last week for British fandom’s
80th birthday: “On 27th October 1930, at 32 Thorold Road in Ilford, the first
ever meeting of Britain’s first ever fan group took place. If our fandom can
be said to have a specific beginning, this was it.” Breathes there a fan with
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soul so dead as not to remember the Ilford Science Literary Circle (19301931)?
• Duncan Lunan celebrated his 65th birthday in Glasgow on 24 October.
C.o.A. Earl Kemp, P.O. Box 369, PMB 205, Tecate, CA 91980, USA.
The Dead Past. 36 Years Ago, Robert Silverberg wrote a booklet on drugs in
sf, now extensively cited in the latest Druglink magazine from the UK charity
DrugScope: Marcus Roberts’s article “Dream-Dust from Mars”
acknowledges having “borrowed from Robert Silverman’s [sic] ‘Drug
Themes in Science Fiction’ published by the US National Institute on Drug
Abuse in 1974.” Dr Rob Jackson comments: “As well as using the surnames
Silverman and Silverberg in a randomly interchangeable way throughout the
article, he also refers to some bloke called Chine Mieville, and a 1984
William Gibson novel called Necromancer. I have also spotted a Robert
Silverman novel called Downward to Earth. (No ‘the’.) If their proofreading
is this good in the rest of the journal, I’m not that sure I can trust them to tell
the difference even between cocaine and codeine, let alone between
methadone and mephedrone.”
Fanfundery. Trans-Atlantic Fan Fund nominations for the 2011 westbound
race (Europe to North America) open 12 November and close 18 December.
Voting deadline 12 March; the winner attends the Reno Worldcon in August.
Contact stevegreen at livejournal dot com.
Thog’s Masterclass. Dept of Yes, But What Shape Was It? “... near the
bottom of the floor was a rectangular-sized hole ...” (Chris Mooney [not the
science journalist], The Missing, 2007) [PB]
• Long Patient Vigil Dept. “From the depths of the grotto came the sound of
water, a single drop blepping into a pool. A week later, another blep. Then a
month passed before three drops fell in as many seconds.” (Troy Denning,
Star Wars Fate of the Jedi: Abyss, 2009) [AR]
• Dept of Existential Introspection. “His tongue lay in his mouth like a raw
sausage – swollen, numb and cold. [He had] a throbbing head that made him
feel like he had died and just didn’t realise it yet.” (Ibid)
• Eyeballs in the Sky. “You think you can pull the wool over everyone’s eyes
... but mine, you’ll find, are in the back of my head.” (Martin Russell, Mr T
aka The Man Without a Name, 1977) [PB]
• Dept of Entire Entirety. “It looked entirely normal, except that the sheath
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was made entirely of lead, and it covered the sword entirely ...” (Brent
Weeks, The Way of Shadows, 2008) [BC via TM]
• Equine Dexterity Dept. “But with fire in one hand and a gleaming knife in
the other, the horse was hardly calmed.” (Ibid)
• Dept of Workshop Romance. “Her climax was a nail he was hammering
repeatedly.” (Emma Holly, Angel at Dawn, 2011) [RF]

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 5 November 2010: Brum Group, Briar Rose Hotel, Bennett’s Hill,
Birmingham city centre: 7:30pm for 8pm. £4; members £3. With Charles
Stross. Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co uk. Future
meetings: 3 December, Christmas Social; January 2011, AGM/Auction;
February 2011, Quiz.
The Dead Past, Continued. The 2010 article based on Bob Silverberg’s
Drug Themes in Science Fiction (1974) isn’t available online, but the original
booklet is:
http://www.eric.ed.gov/PDFS/ED112299.pdf
Editorial. Apologies for my unusual slowness to respond to email in
October, owing to various tiresome distractions including the recreation of
the Ansible mailing list. Special thanks to Jan van’t Ent and a few others for
helping test the thing.
Random Fandom II. Andrew I. Porter is “astonished” that the New York
Times recycled his semiprozine title Science Fiction Chronicle for a new sf
review column by Jeff VanderMeer; and hopping mad that when Warren
Lapine announced the end of Realms of Fantasy, he included SFC in a list of
magazines that were “defunct” until bought and brilliantly turned around by
Lapine. “As of this morning, my request for a correction [at
www.rofmag.com] was still not posted. I have consulted an attorney.” (20
October) Oh dearie me.
Crossword Corner. The Independent hid a memorial to Norman Wisdom
(see R.I.P. above) in its Inquisitor puzzle for 23 October, for which solvers
had to complete a “newly coined aphorism” whose opening words were spelt
out by extra letters in clues: GOD IS NOT GIVEN TO FOLLY ...
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We Are Everywhere II. Serious political analysis on Have I Got News For
You (BBC1, 15 October) echoed, as critics say, the modalities of sf discourse.
Victoria Coren: “Nick Clegg keeps saying, ‘It’s the right Government for the
right time,’ which is a seedy way to dignify opportunism. He would have
made a pact with the Klingons if it meant a sniff of power.” Ian Hislop: “I
think the Klingon Manifesto was pretty good.” Paul Merton: “I’ve got to
disagree here, because the Klingons have shown in the past that they’re hell
bent on world domination, so I’m glad the Liberal Democrats are in there
with them.” Hislop: “And the Klingons always get the Lib Dems to make the
policy announcement. If they’re going to blow up a whole planet, they say,
‘Oh, get the Lib Dems to announce it.’” Merton: “The Lib Dem party in this
arrangement is the equivalent of the guy you see on Star Trek, walking
around the planet, who you’ve never seen before – he’s the first one to get
killed.” [MPJ]
Cheltenham Literature Festival. Intrepid Ansible reader Nelson
Cunnington attended the SF event stream and sent a report now appearing as
an online supplement to this issue:
http://news.ansible.co.uk/a280supp.html
Ansible 280 Copyright © David Langford, 2010. Thanks to Mike Ashley,
Paul Barnett, Jonathan Clements, John Clute, Bill Crider, Nelson
Cunnington, Jim Darroch, Ahrvid Engholm, Paul Di Filippo, Steven J. Dunn,
Rose Fox, David Garnett, Bruce R. Gillespie, Steve Green, Nicholas Jackson,
Martyn P. Jackson, David K.M. Klaus, Murray MacLachlan, Joe McNally,
Todd Mason, Curt Phillips, Andrew I. Porter, Adam Roberts, SF Site, Kari
Sperring, Gordon Van Gelder, Bridget Wilkinson, Martin Morse Wooster,
and our Hero Distributors: Dave Corby (Birmingham SF Group),
SCIS/Prophecy, Alan Stewart (Australia). 1 Nov 2010.
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Ansible 280 Supplement
SF at the Cheltenham Literature Festival
Nelson Cunnington
As you may have heard, China Miéville was the guest director at the
Cheltenham Literature Festival a couple of weeks ago. A brief report:
The “How to Read Science Fiction” event on Saturday 16 October had M.
John Harrison, Toby Litt, and Nalo Hopkinson chatting about recommended
reads. To be honest, I kind of blanked out on that part. I do recall that
audience comments started drifting towards set texts in English at school;
Brave New World and 1984 were mentioned as books that helped put people
off SF. Toby Litt: “The Hitch-Hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy is about being
English in space.”
The event with China Miéville and John Mullan was on the question of why
SF never appears on the Booker shortlist, and started off quite well. Mullan is
a critic and former Booker judge who had opined on this subject both last
year and recently. Miéville spoke of the power and range of SF, and how
certain “lit fic” authors would write SF but claim that it wasn’t (a familiar
story to us all). I believe Robert Conquest’s ditty* was quoted.
Mullan seemed quite affable enough; he talked about how he read SF when
he was a teenager, but how he then discovered literary fiction and left all that
behind him. He spoke about the “special room” for sci-fi in the bookshop and
its (imagined) denizens. There was a measure of back-and-forth about how
perhaps lit fic is a genre with its own conventions and tropes, with the only
difference being that it’s got the eye of the critics.
Perhaps detecting that the audience weren’t as with him as he’d expected at a
literature festival, being largely neutral or slightly favourably disposed
towards SF – it seemed we didn’t resemble the characters he imagined
inhabited that “special room” in the bookshop – Mullan gave signs of losing
his affability towards the end of the event. Although he’d made plenty of
noises about people liking what they like and there being nothing wrong with
that, he started to bloviate a bit and admitted that he thought that the problem
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with SF was that it was “full of explanation!” SF writers just keep banging on
explaining stuff, apparently; planets, aliens, science. On further questioning,
he submitted that though a writer could be good at explanation,
characterization was king, and only lit fic does characterization properly,
therefore ...
Iain (M.) Banks was selling his new novel Surface Detail, with an interview
and reading at the Festival. He was his usual brilliant but laid-back self.
When asked if he’d read Niven & Pournelle’s Inferno as part of his research
on heaven and hell, he’d said that no, he hadn’t: “However much I might like
a writer, there’s only so much being shouted at by Libertarians I can take.”
Another Banks quote, apropos of what I can’t recall: “You don’t write space
opera in a vacuum!”
Banks faltered a bit at the start of his reading. Later he cautiously admitted
that he didn’t actually know how to pronounce such names as “Ledenje” and
“Sulbazghi”; his method for making up names has more to do with the
pattern of ascenders and descenders on the page than how they sound. His
queue at the book-signing tent was respectably long, but was dwarfed by Gok
Wan’s (“A popular couturier, m’lud.”), which extended out of the tent and
around the corner, and grew when several fans realized they were in the
wrong line and quit ours. When I got to the front of the queue with my
newly-acquired Surface Detail in my hands, I said to Banks: “You look very
different on the TV, Mr Wan!” But he signed it anyway.
On Sunday, Banks joined a panel of Miéville, Gwyneth Jones and Michael
Moorcock to talk about the British SF tradition, and its differences from the
US tradition. Jones proposed that British SF is “suffused with regret for the
death of empire”; the others agreed and expanded on that, with Miéville
saying that while US SF is about utopia, UK SF is about “fractured utopias”.
In an aside, Jones mentioned that the UK pulled a great trick on the US by
borrowing money from them after the war to build a socialist utopia.
Moorcock spoke about New Worlds attracting the more experimental works
and authors from the US; he said that it had never been his intent to raise the
literary level of British SF or SF in general, he’d just wanted to publish the
stuff he liked to read, which was more pulpy than literary.
My notes – I was taking notes by this time – mention the “Chocolate Biscuit
Catastrophe”, but I’ve failed to explain to myself what this is. Miéville
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referred to it before sketching out the stereotypical British SF story: “We lose
the peace, because we deserve to, because we’re rubbish, so let’s have some
tea amongst the rubble.”
Banks was asked if, as long as we’re talking about British SF, there is such a
thing as a Scottish SF sub-genre. He mentioned the current clustering of SF
writers over the border, including MacLeod, Stross and others, but was sure
that it was just a statistical cluster “like Sellafield”. He said that though he’d
identified himself as more British while a child, since the 70s he’d
experienced a kind of erosion of his British identity, but he couldn’t really
identify himself as being more of a Scottish writer yet. (I think I got that
right, apologies if I garbled it.)
Moorcock was asked if The Ice Schooner was a nostalgic callback to the Ice
Age. He pointed out that he’d written it forty years ago, and could barely
remember the motivations of his characters. Or the plot.
SF from other nations was also mentioned briefly at the end of the panel. In
Eastern Europe, while the genre had been popular before 1990 – because it
was a way of writing about things that they weren’t allowed to write about –
after that time it had fallen in popularity immensely. SF from further east was
mentioned, but the panel didn’t have much time to speak of it. Miéville: “We
will see more Indian SF; we will get it wrong; we will appropriate it; and we
will make something new from it.” Because that’s what everybody does.
Moorcock later had a reading from his latest, Doctor Who: The Coming of the
Terraphiles**, but I missed it because I went to see Simon Pegg talking
about his autobiography Nerd Do Well instead. He grew up in Gloucester,
just down the road from Cheltenham, and recalled seeing Star Wars at the
age of six, and later decided that he wasn’t going to be a vet after all, but an
actor. (This ambition was helped along by the usual anti-inspiring visit with
the careers counsellor.)
During the question period, he was asked if he thought the film and TV
industry was a “whorish” industry. At first Pegg didn’t understand the
question, then he started to explain that he has a mortgage and mouths to
feed, then he stopped and asked, “Are you calling me a whore?” somewhat
good-humouredly. The questioner rephrased the question but left the word
“whorish” in. “You are calling me a whore!” said Pegg with a bit more of an
edge, and went on to the next question.
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Oddly, Pegg did not turn up at the book tent for his signing, and after a
quarter of an hour of fruitless waiting, his pile of autobiographies was packed
on a pallet and hauled away.
– Nelson Cunnington
* “SF’s no good!” they bellow till we’re deaf.
“But this looks good.” – “Well then, it’s not SF.”
** Featuring a Captain Cornelius and subtitled “or, Pirates of the Second Aether!”
just to give John Clute a terrible headache about whether to list it in the
Encyclopedia under the Jerry Cornelius or Second Ether series heading. [DRL]
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Novacon 40 saw many past guests of honour emerge from the woodwork,
lured by the magical round number plus free membership. Iain M. Banks
guested, Brian Aldiss special-guested and Harry Harrison, too frail to travel
to Nottingham, made a co-special-guest appearance by video. Your editor
deafly lurked in the bar while Ansible correspondent Nelson Cunnington
jotted down these quotes....
• Aldiss: “If you don’t like your book, no-one else will.” To a producer of a
possible Helliconia film, long ago: “I’ve just hired the Yugoslavian Army.
Can you get them costumed as Phagors?” On a trip to Japan, in the midst of a
con party, Arthur C. Clarke stood up and announced that he had a golden
rule: “I always retire at 10 pm.” To which someone said, “Piss off, then!”
And: “Life is extraordinarily marvellous. Much better than when I was a kid.
You get all sorts of pills to keep you alive.”
• Banks: “I don’t do hill-walking, I do glen-walking. It’s much easier.” “It
never occurred to me to be a great poet. Maybe under a different name. [At a
suggestion from the audience:] Iain P. Banks? I.P. Banks? No, I don’t think
so.” Four rules for a better society: “1. Never vote for right-wing bastards. 2.
Never [note illegible, but the last word might be ‘wanker’]. 3. Get rid of
public limited companies. 4. Stop being so bloody selfish.”
• Geoff Ryman (in the bar): “How come I can remember the phrase
‘nominative aphasia’ but I can’t remember anybody’s name?”
• Kari Sperring, 40 Best SF Books Since 1971 panel: “We all have our own
SFs.” [...] “I am a China Miéville-denier.” [...] “Disguising an author’s
gender is pointless, there’s only two to choose from.”
• Ian Stewart at his and Jack Cohen’s panel on extrasolar planets as habitats
for life: “I’ll represent the orthodox scientific view, and Jack ... will be Jack.”
• Hard SF panel. Charlie Stross: “Humans are badly designed for this space
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travel thing.” [...] Ryman: “Poor Larry Niven. In A World Out of Time, one of
his hardest SF books, nearly every single trope has been disintegrated by later
research. Bussard ramscoops, senescence through cells clogging up with
chemical garbage ...” Audience member: “Galactic black holes?” Ryman:
“Well, he had to get lucky eventually.” Banks: “I could write hard SF, but I
wouldn’t be writing on all cylinders. I’d have to shut off my stupidity
cylinders.” A hardcore digression on spunging nipples led to Mr Culture
promising a new initial if he ever moved into porn: “Iain X. Banks.”

December’s Snow May Blow ...
Greg & Astrid Bear challenged Project Gutenberg on copyright law,
arguing that US case law contradicts the PG assumption that so many stories
published in pulp sf magazines are public domain: “... Project Gutenberg is
doing a tremendous service by making available texts that have truly long
since fallen out of copyright, but they are clearly overstepping their original
mandate. They are not merely exploiting orphan works, but practicing a
wholesale kidnapping of works that are under copyright protection. Authors
and estates need to aggressively take back what belongs to them.”
(Ereads.com, 28 November) [PDF]
Jo Fletcher is moving from Gollancz to Quercus in January 2011, to launch
a new sf/fantasy/horror imprint called Jo Fletcher Books.
Diana Wynne Jones “was Descended On by Archivists from Seven Stories
in Newcastle. They came in an official van and carried off as many old
typescripts and handwritten first drafts of mine that my agent and I could
find. Turns out to be an awful lot. There were clouds of dust. In addition
there is our Mysterious Drawer which no one can open. Goodness knows
what is in there, but there are certainly more writings. Archivists and agent
both looked at it greedily, but it really wouldn’t open so they went regretfully
away with 8 large cardboard boxes and 6 bulging carrier bags, plus some
extras.” (4 November) A Seven Stories archivist gloated that besides drafts of
published work, “The collection also contains some unpublished material,
including several early unpublished novels, correspondence and juvenilia.”
Terry Pratchett has ways of keeping his rare form of Alzheimer’s at bay: “...
brandy is in the British Pharmacopoeia. So are stout and sherry, I believe. I
drink enormously. It makes you feel better and feeling better is part of it.”
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(Telegraph, 12 November) [MPJ] Cheers!
Joss Whedon had “strong, mixed emotions” on hearing that Warner Bros
plans a Buffy film “reboot” not involving him: “I always hoped that Buffy
would live on even after my death. But, you know, AFTER. I don’t love the
idea of my creation in other hands, but I’m also well aware that many more
hands than mine went into making that show what it was. And there is no
legal grounds for doing anything other than sighing audibly. I can’t wish
people who are passionate about my little myth ill. I can, however, take this
time to announce that I’m making a Batman movie. Because there’s a
franchise that truly needs updating. So look for The Dark Knight Rises Way
Earlier Than That Other One And Also More Cheaply And In Toronto,
rebooting into a theater near you. / Leave me to my pain!” (E!online, 22
November) [DKMK]

Conamen
Click here for longlist with links • London • Overseas
Until mid-Jan • Alien Invasion (exhibition), City Museum and Records
Office, Portsmouth. Related free lectures from 2pm on 4 Dec and 11 Dec: see
www.portsmouthmuseums.co.uk/AlienInvasion.htm.
3 Dec • British Fantasy Society Open Night, Truckles, off Bury Place,
Bloomsbury, London. 6pm onward. Free.
4 Dec • Weird Winter Tales (H.P. Lovecraft event), Reading Central
Library, noon-6pm. £3 (members £2). With Call of Cthulhu showing. Contact
info at readinglibraries org uk.
5 Dec • British Fantasy Society Open Night, Lass O’Gowrie, pub, 36
Charles Street, Manchester, M1 7DB. 6pm onward. Free.
16 Dec • London Xmas Meeting, Melton Mowbray, 18 Holborn, London.
Additional to First Thursdays. All evening; all welcome; free.
26 Jan 2011 • BSFA Open Meeting, Antelope, 22 Eaton Terrace, London,
SW1W 8EZ. 5pm for 6pm. Free. With Frances Hardinge. Please note that, as
usual, there’s no BSFA London meeting in December.
26 Feb 2011 • Cardiff International Comic Expo, Mercure Cardiff Holland
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House Hotel, 24-26 Newport Road, CF24 0DD. Day ticket £5 via PayPal
only at www.fantasyevents.org/cice/.
12 Mar 2011 • ConJour, Leeds Park Plaza Hotel, Boar Lane City Square,
LS1 5NS. £30 reg via PayPal at www.conjureevents.co.uk.
23 Apr - 2 May 2011 • Sci-Fi London (film), Apollo, Piccadilly Circus,
London. Enquiries www.sci-fi-london.com or 020 3239 9277.
9-11 Sep 2011 • The Asylum (steampunk), Lincoln. Online booking only:
see steampunk.synthasite.com for insanely many options.
16-18 Oct 2011 • Festival of Fantastic Films, Days Hotel, Sackville St,
Manchester. Rates TBA. Contact 95 Meadowgate Rd, Salford, Manchester,
M6 8EN; Gil at manchesterfantasticfilms dot co dot uk.
11-13 Nov 2011 • Novacon 41, Park Inn, Mansfield Road, Nottingham. GoH
John Meaney. £40 reg – rates to be reviewed at Easter 2011. Contact 379
Myrtle Road, Sheffield, S2 3HQ.
6-9 Apr 2012 • Olympus 2012 (Eastercon), Radisson Edwardian Hotel,
Heathrow, London. £45 reg, £35 unwaged, rising on 4 January 2011 to £55
and £45. Contact 4 Evesham Green, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP19 9RX, or
(email) enquiries at olympus2012 dot org. Quoted hotel prices include VAT
at 20%: £64/room single, £84 double or twin.
30 Aug - 3 Sep 2012 • Chicon 7 (70th Worldcon), Hyatt Regency, Chicago.
$155 reg, $100 YA (17-21), $50 child (5-16), accompanied under-5s free.
These rates apply until 31 December 2010 and may then rise: announcement
awaited. Contact PO Box 13, Skokie, IL 60076, USA.

Infinitely Improbable
As Others See Us. Sarah Baskerville, the UK civil servant in trouble for
uninhibited political comments on Twitter, became the subject of a typical
Daily Mail witch-hunt that was surprisingly picked up by The Independent –
where political hack Matt Chorley drove the knife home by calling her “The
self-confessed Doctor Who fan ...” (14 November)
Awards. Galaxy National Book Awards for “unrivalled contribution to the
[UK] publishing industry”, i.e. selling shedloads of books: Martin Amis,
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Terry Pratchett.
• Novas (fanzine activity): FANZINE Journey Planet ed. James Bacon, Claire
Brialey, Chris Garcia; guest ed. Pete Young. FANWRITER Mark Plummer.
ARTIST Arthur Thomson (“Atom”) – the first posthumous Nova.
• Rotsler Award for life achievement in fanzine art: Stu Shiffman. [AIP]
• Royal TV Society Craft and Design Awards winners included Misfits for
sound in drama and special effects, and Doctor Who for digital effects [MPJ]
• Ultimate TV Actress (so presumably there can never be another one) at the
Cosmopolitan Woman of the Year Awards: Karen Gillan, for playing Amy
Pond in Doctor Who. [MPJ]
Science Fact Masterclass. “As a reporter – not an environmentalist – I came
to this subject from a very peculiar angle. It began with a collaboration with
Dr Paul Epstein, of Harvard Medical School, on a 1995 article on climate
change and the spread of infectious disease in the Washington Post.” (Ross
Gelbspan, Boiling Point, 2004) [PB]
• “The space elevator is a very simple idea first [sic] suggested by one of the
world’s great futurists, science-fiction writer Arthur C. Clarke. In his 1953
[sic] novel The Fountains of Paradise, Clarke’s hero wants to build a space
elevator.” (Ira Flatow, Present at the Future, 2007) [AL]
R.I.P. Bernard Davies (1923-2010), noted UK Sherlockologist and founding
president in 1973 of the Dracula Society, died on 21 September aged 86.
[MPJ]
• Dino De Laurentiis (1919-2010), famed Italian producer of more than 500
films, died on 10 November aged 91. His genre work included Barbarella
(1968), the dire King Kong remake (1976), Flash Gordon (1980), Halloween
II (1981), Conan the Barbarian (1982) and Dune (1984) with David Lynch.
[GW]
• Paul “Gamma” Gamble (1949-2010), UK book dealer (for some years with
Forbidden Planet), barfly, sf promoter (especially of Dick and Barrington J.
Bayley), inhabitant of the late Troy Club and other weird spaces, high priest
of Dave Fandom, sometime literary agent, and general fan-about-London,
died on 15 November at the age of 61. [SN]
• Glen GoodKnight (1941-2010), US founder of the Mythopoeic Society and
long-time editor of its journal Mythlore (78 issues 1970-1998), died on 3
November; he was 69. [F770]
• Mervyn Haisman (1928-2010), UK tv/film scriptwriter who with Henry
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Lincoln wrote the 1960s Doctor Who storylines “The Abominable
Snowmen”, “The Web of Fear” (introducing that highly popular character the
Brigadier) and “The Dominators”, died on 29 October. He also wrote for The
Sarah Jane Adventures in 2008. [BB]
• Umanosuke Iida (1961-2010), Japanese animator, anime writer and director
– here best known for Hellsing (2001) – died on 26 November; he was 49.
[JonC]
• Irvin Kershner (1923-2010), US director of The Empire Strikes Back
(1980), Never Say Never Again (1983) and Robocop 2 (1990), died on 29
November aged 87. [PDF]
• Len Moffatt (1923-2010), US fan and author who was among the founders
of Bouchercon and (with his wife June) a 1973 TAFF winner, died on 30
November aged 87. [DL]
• Maurice Murphy (1935-2010), principal trumpeter of the London
Symphony Orchestra 1977-2007, whose playing can be heard in all six Star
Wars films, died on 28 October. [GS]
• Leslie Nielsen (1926-2010), Canadian-born actor who played Commander
J.J. Adams in Forbidden Planet (1956) but became better known for comedy
with Airplane! and The Naked Gun, died on 28 November aged 84. Genre
spoof credits include Dracula: Dead and Loving It (1995), 2001: A Space
Travesty (2000), Scary Movie 3 & 4 (2003, 2006), Superhero Movie (2008)
and Stan Helsing (2009). [SG/DKMK]
• Yoshinobu Nishizaki (1934-2010), a controversial figure of Japanese anime
who was best known for co-creating the Space Cruiser Yamato series
(broadcast abroad as Star Blazers), died on 7 November aged 75. [JonC]
• Ingrid Pitt (1937-2010), Polish-born actress fondly remembered for
Hammer’s sexy-vampire productions The Vampire Lovers (1970) and
Countess Dracula (1971), died on 23 November; she was 73. Other films
included The House That Dripped Blood (1971), Doctor Who (1972, 1984)
and The Wicker Man (1973). [SG]
• William Self (1921-2010), US tv producer who was executive i/c production
for several 1960s genre series – The Green Hornet, The Time Tunnel, Lost in
Space, Batman, Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea, The Ghost and Mrs Muir
and Land of the Giants – died on 15 November aged 89. [SG]
• John Steakley (1951-2010), US sf/horror author of Armor (1984) and
Vampire$ (1990, filmed by John Carpenter as Vampires), died on 27
November aged 59. [LP]
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• Brian Williams (?1956-2010), UK illustrator of many Lone Wolf and other
gamebooks by Joe Dever, and of LW spinoff novels by John Grant, died
unexpectedly on 4 October; he was 54. [PB]
As Others See Us II. Sam Parker (who?) of Celebrity Channel/Eleven
(what?) has views on fandom: “Eleven have never attended a sci-fi
convention (honest), but if we ever did, we’d imagine it to be a rather tame
affair. / You know – lots of geeks dressed as Wookies and Dr. Who, mingling
around quietly with one hand on their inhaler and the other in their Mum or
Dad’s palm. / So imagine our surprise when we read that Twilight star
Bronson Pelletier was attacked at just such a convention in Birmingham!
Honestly, talk about Broken Britain – even the nerds are getting rowdy!” (20
November) It emerges rather later in the story that the villains were drunken
gatecrashers from a wedding party in the same hotel. Perhaps it was a geeky
nerd wedding. [JL]
Magazine Scene. Realms of Fantasy had a last-minute reprieve from the
death sentence reported in A280: it’s been bought by Damnation Books and is
again open for submissions (see C.o.A). Some misgivings were expressed
owing to Damnation’s allegedly less than spotless record of author
satisfaction; better news is that editors Shawna McCarthy and Douglas Cohen
remain in charge as before.
C.o.A. Realms of Fantasy, PO Box 1208, Santa Rosa, CA 95402, USA.
Outraged Letters. David Redd on A280: “Thog’s discovery of ‘a
rectangular-sized hole’ reminds me of Henry J. Kostkos’s ‘Black Death’ in
Astounding, March 1934 ... Kostkos describes a pre-Fantastic-Voyage kind of
Bloodstream Microbiology: ‘thousands of wriggling, red-shaped creatures.’”
Let’s ignore Thog’s suggestion that they were Redd-shaped.
Clinching Argument. Jonathan Myerson, best known for denouncing adult
readers of the Harry Potter saga, discussed his hard-line position with
children’s novelist and Hollywood screenwriter Charlie Fletcher. JM:
“There’s a truth which fiction can portray which non-fiction can’t reach. It’s
a different form of truth.” CF: “That doesn’t argue against Harry Potter. That,
in fact, reinforces the reason why people should read Harry Potter.” JM: “No
it doesn’t, because there aren’t wizards!” (Richard Bacon show, BBC Radio
5Live, 15 November) [MPJ]
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Random Fandom. Martyn P. Jackson mixes his genres: “I was at a murdermystery fundraising event in Newcastle last night [17 November] – Who
Murdered Lucinda Parr? The story was written by crime novelist Ann
Cleeves and two of the suspects were fantasy author Chaz Brenchley and
Dracula Society stalwart, Gail-Nina Anderson, the latter wearing a silver bat
wing broach and a skull choker for the occasion. Turned out neither did the
dirty deed, and my guess, that an alien replicant had replaced the librarian,
Caroline, in order to kill Lucinda, who was about to reveal that alien
replicants had taken control of Newcastle City Council, staggeringly proved
wide of the mark too!”
As Others See Us III. Fears that the upcoming HBO tv series A Game of
Thrones (based on George R.R. Martin’s Song of Ice and Fire novels) might
be a bit genre-ish have been dispelled: “Michelle Fairley, who plays Catelyn
Stark, says of the epic series, ‘It’s not so much fantasy. It’s really gutsy and
glorious. We just happen to be wearing costumes and armor.’”
(Entertainment Weekly, 18 November) [AS]
The Dead Past. 30 Years Ago, an eligible British fan was in the news: “Our
very own Gerry Webb has reached fame (Daily Express, 18-11-80): he’s
been ‘selected’ by Dateline’s computer as an ideal mate for Lady Diana
Spencer, the lady who is currently not going to marry Prince Charles. ‘Lady
Diana might soon forget Charles if she met Gerald Webb, a 34-Year-old
former trainee astronaut and Government space research scientist ... What he
lacks in high breeding, he surely makes up for in brain power.’” (Ansible 14,
December 1980)
The Brown Lands. More uproar from NZ Hobbit filming after a small
woman of Pakistani ancestry was rejected as a bit-part player: “We are
looking for light-skinned people. I’m not trying to be ... whatever. It’s just the
brief. You’ve got to look like a hobbit.” Canonically, some hobbits are
browner than others, but the above-quoted casting agent – who’s been fired –
had his own ideas. (Independent, 30 November) [MPJ]
Fanfundery. Trans-Atlantic Fan Fund nominations for the 2011 race
(Europe to N. America) close 18 December. Voting deadline 12 March; the
winner attends the Reno Worldcon in August. Contact stevegreen at
livejournal dot com. One known candidate: John Coxon.
Thog’s Masterclass. Untimely Dept. “By Set, the enemy knew not the hour
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when he might awake at midnight to feel the taloned fingers ...” (Robert E.
Howard, “The Phoenix on the Sword”, Weird Tales, December 1932) [PC]
• Dept of Impossible Feats. “‘Mmmmmm,’ said Maginty. It was an
unwriteable, unpronounceable burble.” (“John E. Muller”, Dark Continuum,
1964)
• Back-Story Dept. Chronicler to action hero, on the latter’s previous
adventures: “People believe I wrote them cynically for one reason or another
– but we know that I did not, that you are real, that your exploits actually
happened. One day they will realize this, when governments are prepared to
release the information that confirms what you have told me. They will
realize that you are no liar and that I am no crackpot – or worse, a
commercial writer trying to write a science fiction novel.” (“Edward P.
Bradbury”, Barbarians of Mars, 1965)

Endnotes
Apparitions.
• 3 December 2010: Brum Group Christmas Social, special venue, by prepaid
ticket only. Normal service resumes with the 14 January 2011 AGM/Auction
at the Briar Rose Hotel, Bennett’s Hill, Birmingham city centre: 7:30pm for
8pm. £4; members £3. Contact 07845 897760 or bhamsfgroup at yahoo co
uk. Future meetings: 11 February, Quiz; 11 March, Frances Hardinge; 8
April, Robert Rankin; 13 May, John Meaney; 10 June, BSFG 40th
anniversary party; 8 July, Ian Stewart; 12 August, Summer Social at different
venue (Black Eagle); 9 September, Liz Williams TBC.
Editorial. It’s time to wish all Ansible readers the traditional Merry
Christmas (or other seasonal festival of your choice) and Happy New Year.
Have fun; avoid Chun; don’t lesnerize!
Outraged Letters II. Nelson Cunnington picks up a theme aired earlier this
year in Journey Planet: “One female fan was somewhat surprised at a recent
con in the UK, when the elderly and respected SF luminary* she was chatting
with reached out and cupped her breast without missing a beat in what he was
saying. He also missed a beating as she wondered whether giving him a slap
might break something. / Surprise was no longer adequate when later that day
at the same venue she was chatting with another grey old man of SF and his
hand drifted from the small of her back down to her posterior. Again, only
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age saved her molester from a dislocated finger. ‘It’s just so tacky,’ the
woman later said, ‘You’d think [redacted] would have more style than to cop
a quick feel.’”
* Not Harlan Ellison. [Ed.]

The Dead Past II. 5 Years Ago: Robert Newman on London First Thursday
meetings. “[On] the 5th Anniversary of moving to the Melton Mowbray, it is
worth noting that The Florence Nightingale is still standing, after we were
told it was being closed to be demolished within a month. Although they
have actually boarded up the windows now, so that it actually looks closed
and we can no longer see the ‘Hire This Room for Xmas’ poster in the upper
window.” Melton Mowbray drinks prices are high even for London, he adds,
and attendance (while always variable) is on the whole going down. See the
London meetings page.
Notes & Queries. All fandom was plunged into war by last issue’s wildly
controversial statement that the World Fantasy life achievement award had
“an unprecedented three winners”. The actual press release read: “The World
Fantasy Awards Administration is proud to announce that for the first time,
three Life Achievement Awards will be presented this year.” Skilled
nitpickers have pointed out that since there were five winners in 1984, that
record number must necessarily have included three winners, making 2010’s
three both precedented and not for the first time. I stand, or rather slump,
corrected.
Goodbye, Gamma. Jonathan Cowie was there on 30 November: “Well, that
was Gamma’s send-off. A non-religious event with tributes from family and
friends, including a live music contribution and a recorded ‘winos don’t
march’ – Frank Zappa of course. Heavy, travel-disrupting snow did not
prevent a fairly full house (all the rows were about ¾s full) though some
clearly could not make it, and a couple from France were delayed. (Had it
been fine and especially had news had more time to spread it would no doubt
have been overflowing.) The wake was held at one of Gamma’s Kentish
Town watering holes, The Abbey Tavern. Many of Gamma’s local friends
and a few fellow Frank Zappa fans (including a Zappa biographical writer)
were there. The SF community seemed to be represented mainly by early
Forbidden Planet and Titan Distributor staff and SF&DA types. There are
plans for a memorial summer party next year.”
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The End
This free ebook version of Ansible Second Series 2001-2010 is exclusive to
the unofficial TAFF website at taff.org.uk. If you enjoy reading it, a donation
to TAFF is a fine way to express your appreciation.
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